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Long-Moumful  and  Sorely-Diftrefled 

ISAAC  PENINGTON, 

WHOM 

The  Lord,  in  his  tender  Mercy,  at  length  Vifited  aiid 
Relieved  by  the  Miniftry  of  that  defpifed  People  called 

O    u    A    K    E    R    s; 


AND    IN    THE 


BtRiNGfNGs  df  that  Light,  Life,  and  Holy  Power  in  him^ 
which  they  had  truly  and  faithfully  teftiiied  o£,  and  directed  his 
Mind  to,  were  thefc  things  written  5 


AND 


Arc  now  publifhed  is  a  thankful  Tcftimony  of  the  Goodnels  of  the  Lord 

unto  him,  and  for  the  Benefit  of  others. 


Tb&f  alfo  that  erred  infpirtt^  Jhall  know  UnderfiamUng ;  and  thef  that 
murmured^  Jhall  learn  dD^ine.    Isaiah  xxix,  24. 
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0    U    EST    I    O    K 


TO    THE  -    . 
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PROFESSORS  of  CHRISTIANITY, 


W  HE  THE  R 


They  have  the  true,  living,  powerfiil,  faving  Knowledge 

<^  Christ,  or  no? 


WITH 
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LIREWISt 

Some  Propofitions  and  Confiderations  concerning  the  Nature  of  Church- 
Worlhips  and  Ordinances  fincc  the  Death  of  me  Apoftles,  for  the  fake 
of  the  Simplicity,  which  hath  been  long  held  capdve  therein. 

« 

WITH 

The  Sounding  of  Bowels  towards  thee,  O  England! 

AITq  a  faithful  Guidance  to  the  Principle  and  Path  of  Truth. 

WITH 

r 

Some  ienfible  experimental  Questions  and  Answers  from  the  Tenth 

Cljiiipter  of  John. 

By    ISAAC     PENINGTON, 

Prifoner  in  Aylesbury,  who  (by  the  Counfel  of  the  Lord)  hath  chofen 
rather  to  fufier  Affliflion  with  the  defpifed  People  of  Gop,  than  to  enjoy 
the  Pleafures  of  Sin  for  a  Seafon. 
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**^  ^jlKlJlS  is  life  eternal,  fliat  they  mj^t  ^kjiow  thee,  .the  only  true 
Mr-:  J.. .  (5^^  ahd  Jeiys,  ChrJft  *hoto  ^thou  *aft  fent^  Whom  cM  the 
Father'  feid  ?  TXB  hfe  not  fend  the  Son  of  bis  love  ^  l^rom  alienee  did 
he  fend  him  ?  Did  he  not  fend  him  out  of  his  own  bofbm  ?  Whither  did  he 
fend  him  ?  Did  he  not  fend  him  into  the  world,  to  take  upon  him  a  body, 
«>ftgterifythc  bamc  of  theFotbet,  >doing  his  ^1  tkerein?  He  laid  down 
iiii  glocy^  ftripptiiig  !bimielf  of  fhe  form  of  G0d>  and  appearing  4iihabh:  as 
a  man,  in  their  raiment,  with  their  garment  upon  him ;  in  "which,  as  a 
fervant,  the  feed  (the  heir  of  ail)  ferved  tht  Father,  And  now  his  work 
.being  -as  good  as  done^  he  looks  back  at  the;  gk)r7  which  he  had  laid  down 
ibr  the  Father's  fake,  looking  Mp  to  the  Father  lor  tlie  refioring  i^f  h  to 
liim  again.  ^'  I  have  glorified  thee  on  the  earth,"  faith  he,  ^  I  have  finiihed 
•*  the  work  which  thou  gaveft  me  to  do.  And  now,  O  Father,  glorify 
•«  thou  me  with  thine  own  fclf,  with  the  glory  which  I  had  with  thee  be- 
**  fore  the  world  was,"  John  xvii.  4,  5. 

•  -Now  having  fbught  and  traveHcd  (from  -my  childhood)  after  the  true 
knowledge  of  God,  and  of  his  Chriil ;  and  having  been  fatisfied  with  nothing 
elfethat  ever  I  could  meet  with,  and  having  at  length  (through  the  tender 
mercy  of  the  Lord,  and  guidance  of  his  Spirit)  met  with  this,  and  been 
fatisfied  therewith,  finding  it  to  be  the  eternal  life,  the  true  food,  the  livi 
power,  die  pare  reft,  the  joy  and  falvation  of  my  ibul,  I  cannot  but  tefti 
it  to  thofe  that  lay  out  their  morlpy  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  their 
labour  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not 

We  (ibme  of  us,  at  leaft)  laid  out  as  much  of  our  money  as  others,  who 
now  defpife  us,  have  done;  and  as  much  of  our  labour;  and  (I  may  fpeak  it 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  in  true  fenfe,  without  boaHing)  fome  of  us  had 
IS  much  of  that  which  they  feed  on,  and  call  bread,  as  they  have  now. 
Yet  when  the  Lord  brought  us  to  the  true  balance,  we  found  it  not  to  be 
bread,  nor  able  to  give  the  foul  true  fatisfadion.    The  bread  was  not  that 

which 
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whidi  wc  then  called,  bread,  but  that  which  we  overlooked,  and  wift  not 
what  it  was.  But  the  eternal  life  which  was  hid  with  the  Father,  and  is 
managed  IxCtt^  Son,  and  madt  known  to  the  Ibul  (as  tbe  Soa  U  manT- 
fefted  to  it,  and  revealed  in  it)  that  U  bread  indeed,  that  is  meat  which  pe- 
riffiedi  not,  but  will  endure  when  all  literal  and  outward  knowledge  of  (jod 
and  Chrift  fails,  and  will  fall  (hort  of  fatisfying  that  hunger  of  the  fouU 
which  is  after  the  fubftance  itfelf. 

Now  to  draw  mens  minds  to  a  fenfe  of  truth,  to  a  fenfe  of  that  which  is 
the  thing,  that  they  might  know  the  bread  indeed,  that  they  might  know 
the  living  waters,  come  to  them  and  drink  thereof,  and  find  Chrift  in  tjiem 
a  well  of  water  fringing  up  to  eternal  life ;  therefore  was  it  in  my  hcaxt  to 
give  forth  this  queftion,  and  the  cnfuing  queries  \  which  he  that  rightly  an- 
fwers,  muft  know  the  thing ;  and  he  tlmt  doth  not  righdy  know  the  thing, 
by  his  inability  to  anfwer,  may  find  that  he  doth  not,  and  fo  may  wait  up- 
on God  diat  he  may  receive  the  knowledge  of  it,  and  come  to  it  ibt  the 
eternal  life  which  it  freely  giveth. 

The  Jews  were  puzzled  with  a  literal  knowledge  of  the  law  and  prophets^ 
and  abovt  the  Meffiah  to  cotx^j  aooording  to  their  underftanding  of  the  pcor 

Ehecies  concernlDg  him,  and  io  were  kept  fro«i  the  true  knowledge  thereby, 
loft  forts  of  thofe  that  now  profeis  Chrift,  ate  puzzled  about  a  knowledge 
concerning  the  outward  body^  flefh,  and  blood  of  Chrift,  according  as  tbejr 
apprehend  the  fcriptures  to  4>eak ;  and  fo  the  veil  is  over  their  hearts  like.- 
w^e,  and  they  cannot  fee  the  eternal  life  and  fubftance,  no  more  than  th? 
Jews,  but  by  an  outward  literal  knowledge  aie  kept  back  from  the  things 
as  the  Jews  wexjc.  Now  the  breathing  of  my  heart  to  the  Lord  is,  To  take 
away  the  veil  of  all  hearts  that  lincerdy  defire  after  truth,  and  to  open  the 
tiie  true  eye  in  them,  that  th^  may  fee  the  defire  and  beloved  of  their 
fouls,  and  naay  be  led  by  him  into  the  true  travel,  out  of  felf,  towards  the 
kingdom ;  yea,  into  the  very  land  of  the  living,  where  tlie  food  of  life  is  fed 
upon,  where  the  living  fprings  flow,  where  are  vineyards  which  we  planted 
not,  and  dwelling-places  which  we  built  not,  where  the  fruit  of  the  vine  of 
God*s  planting  (the  wine  of  the  kingdom)  is  drunk  of,  even  new  in  the 
kingdom,  with  the  Father  and  Son  in  the  Spirit,  who  are  One  and  All  there. 
The  Lord  ^ve  a  fenfe  and  underftanding,  that  the  ear  of  the  needy,  the 
afflicted  in  fpirit,  the  mourners,  the  captives,  the  bowed  down  may  hear^ 
and  may  be  drawn  to  touch  that  which  bath  the  virtue  in  it,  and  which  ef- 
fei^ually  redeemeth  thoie  that  wait  upon  it,  from  all  that  boweth  down  and 
opprefleth. 
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QUESTION 


T  O:  T  H  E 


PROFESSORS  of  CHRISTIANITY 


TH  E  Queftion  is  not,  whether  they  know  what  is  (aid  of  Chrift  in 
the  fcriptures ;  but  whether  they  know  it  favingfy^  trufy,  Aw>^^, 
powerfully  ?  Yea,  they  may  know  what  is  faid  of  him,  and  yet 
not  know  him  of  whom  thofe  things  are  faid.  As  it  was  with  the  Scribes 
and  Pharifees ;  they  knew  what  was  faid  of  Chrift  in  the  law  and  prophets ; 
but  they  knew  not  himfelf,  when  he  appeared  in  that  body  of  flefli.  So 
men  may  now  know  what  the  apoftles  and  the  evangelifts  have  faid  con- 
cerning his  appearance  in  a  body  of  flefti  (concerning  his  birth,  circumct- 
fion,  baptifm,  preaching,  doctrine,  miracles,  death,  refurredtion,  afcenfion, 
interceffion,  6?r  J,  and  yet  not  know  him  of  whom  thefe  thmgs  are  faid. 
Yea,  they  may  know  what  is  faid  concerning  the  word  which  was  fiom  the 
beginnings  and  yet  not  know  the  word,  the  power,  the  life  itielf. 

Since  the  prevailing  of  the  Mwftles  teftimony,  the  way  of  the  eneriiy  hath 
not  been  direftiy  to  deny  Chrift,  but  ta  bring  men  into  fuch  a  knowledge 
of  Chrift,  as  faves  not.  And  as  the  enemy  did  own  Chrift,  when  he  ap- 
peared in  that  body  of  fleQi,  faying,  /  kfww  tbet  who  thou  art^  tht  holy  one 
cf  God  *,  io  he  hath  found  it  for  his  advantage,  almoft  ever  (ince,  to  own 
that  appearance  of  his.  So  that  this  he  doth  not  oppofe,  nor  mens  know- 
ledge and  underftanding  of  fcriptures,  ib  as  to  confirm  them  in  this.  But 
the  favins  knowledge,  the  true  knowledge,  the  living  knowledge,  the 
powerful  Knowledge  of  truth,  that  he  always  oppofeth ;  for  that  abne  over- 
turns and  deftroys  his  kingdom  in  man,  and  brings  man  from  out  of  his 
reach. 

Now  there  \&  a  vaft  diflference  between  knowing  the  relations  concerning 
a  thing,  and  knowing  the  thing  related  of.    And  there  is  alfo  a  great 

deal 
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(deal  (£  difierence  between  believing  the  relations  concerning  a  things  and 
believing  in  the  thing  wliich  is  related  of. 

Spiritual  things  cannot  be  favingly  known,  but  in  unbn  with  theni»  ia 
the  receiving  of  them.  A  man  can  never  really  know  the  Spirit  of  God, 
by  all  that  can  be  laid  concerning  it,  but  he  muft  firft  feel  fomewhat  of  it, 
whereby  he  may  truly  know  it.  So  the  peace,  the  joy,  the  life,  thepower^ 
they  pals  the  underftanding ;  and  a  man  can  never  righdy  know  them  by 
reading,  or  comprehending  ever  fo  much  concerning  them ;  but  by  com- 
ing out  of  himfelf,  and  travelling  thither  where  they  are  given  and  made 
manifeft,  he  may  come  into  acquaintance  with  them.  And  if  the  peace 
'  which  Chrift  gives,  the  joy,  the  life,  the  power,  cannot  be  thus  known  by 
literal  defcrtptions  ;  how  can  he,  who  is  the  fiiUnefs  of  all,  the  fountain  of 
them  all,  the  treafury  of  all  perfeflion,  in  whom  are  hid  all  the  riches  and 
treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  ^  how  can  he  be  known  by  outward 
and  literal  defcriptions  ? 

Now  we  have  travelled  through  thefe  things.  We  knew  formerly  what 
ye  know  now ;  and  we  alio  know  now,  what  God  hath  given  us  further ; 
and  what  our  former  knowledge  was,  and  what  our  prefent  knowledge  is. 
And  this  is  it  which  gives  us  fatisfafbion. 

Our  knowledge  is  in  a  principle,  wherein  we  receive  our  capacity  of 
knowing,  and  wherein  the  Father  (from  whom  the  principle  came)  teacheth 
us.  And  this  is  his  way  of  teaching  us ;  by  mtiking  us  one  with  the  thing 
he  teacheth.  Thus  we  learn  Chrift,  by  being  horn  of  him,  by  putting  him 
on.  Thus  we  know  his  righteoufnefs,  his  life,  his  wifdom,  his  power,  by 
receiving  a  proportion  of  them,  which  giveth  an  ability  to  difcern  and  ac* 
knowledge  the  fuUneis.  And  in  this  we  receire  the  underftanding  of  the 
fcriptures,  and  know  the  feed  of  the  woman  (vhich  bruifeth  the  ferpent'a 
head),  by  receiving  the  feed,  by  feeling  its  growth  in  us,  and  its  power 
over  the  enemy.  Then  we  know  the  thing ;  likewife  we  know  the  woman 
that  brings  forth  this  feed  after  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  Jerufalem  above ; 
and  we  know  alfo,  and  fingly  acknowledge,  the  bringing  forth  of  it  out- 
wardly after  the  flefli.  This  feed  we  know  to  be  the  Iced  of  Abraham,  the 
feed  of  David  after  the  flelh,  and  the  feed  of  God  after  the  power  of  the 
endlefs  life ;  lEuid  we  are  taught  of  God  to  give  the  due  honour  to  each  ; 
to  the  feed  of  God  in  the  firft  place,  to  the  feed  of  David  in  the  fecond 

{)lace.  There  was  the  feed  that  wrought  the  thing,  which  feed  was  the 
ife  'y  and  the  feed  in  which  he  wrought  it,  which  was  formed  into  a  veiTel 
like  ours,  but  without  fin,  in  which  the  pure  Lamb  appeared  in  the  pure 
power  of  life,  which  kept  the  veflcl  pure ;  and  fo  he  (who  was  to  be  the 
firft  fruits)  had  the  honour  above  all  his  brethren,  being  anointed  with  the 
oil  of  gladnefs  above  his  fellows. 

But  we  alfo  are  born  of  the  fame  feed.  He  is  formed  in  us ;  we  arc 
formed  of  him ;  we  are  as  well  of  his  flefli  and  blood,  as  he  was  of  ours. 
And  by  being  thus  formed,  and  feeling  him  grow  up  in  us,  and  receiving 

an 


tQ  underdid  the.  words  of  fcripiMr^  AJftceffrifeg  hbfi.    By  feefirtg  txA  • 
lAo^ing  the  LambBi ttw treffels,  we  know  alffif wtiMi  Wtui  Ae Lamb  in  his 
Teflel. 

Thus  we  know  thines  io  the  ccttaihty  and  dcmonftration  of  God^s  Sfntit^^ 
even  in  the  Hght  Wliich  fhincs from  him,  and  in  the  life  vdikh-hc  begets; 
and  we  i^eak  of  things  ai^  they  ate,  and  as  we  fed  them  to  be  in  the  true  life, 
which  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  hath  be^tefn  in  us.  And  we  can  truly  %  <3(*n- 
cernlng  thelcriptures,  That  now  we  believe,  notfo.nnich  becaofeof  the  re- 
htrori  of  things  concerning  Chrift,  which  we  hare  found  in  them ;  but  bc- 
caufe  we  have  feen  and  received  the  thing  which  the  fcriptures  fpeak  of,  and 
find  it  to  be  the  very  thing  indeed,  the  very  Chrift  ^of  God,  the  fpotSefs 
one,  the  living  garment  of  tighteAifnefs  and  falvation,  wherein  God  findeth 
no  fault,  and  in  which  the  foul  appears  without  blame  before  him.  And 
concerning  this,  Can  we  fpeak  words,  of  its  nature,  words  of  its  virtue, 
words  of  its  life,  power,  and  righteoufnefs  5  which  that  which  is  of  the  flefli 
cannot  hear,  but  that  which  is  born  of  God,  naturally  owneth  and  under- 
ftandeth.  Why  fo  ?  Becaufe  it  knoweth  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  1^- 
ceiveth  them  in  the  favour  thereof.  Can  life  deny  life  ?  Can  the  birth  of 
fife  deny  that  which  fprings  out  of  the  fame  womb  ?  No,  no.  The  chil- 
dren which  are  born  of  wifdom,  do  juftify  wifdom  in  its  feveral  fproutings 
forth  and  appearances ;  but  that  which  denies  it,  is  a  birth  after  the  letter, 
a  birth  after  the  literal  and  outward  knowledge  of  things,  a  birth  of  the 
comprehending  wifdom  ;  that  indeed  reproacheth  and  blafphemeth  the  in- 
Comprehenfible  wifdom,  in  its  incomprehenfible  ways,  and  would  reftrain 
Efe  to  what  they  apprehend,  or  can  comprehend  by  the  letter  concerning  it. 

And  this  may  be  a  great  evidence  to  profeflors,  that  they  know  not 
indeed  Chrift  in  his  nature,  Sjrait,  life,  and  power  •,  becaufe  they  fpeak  not 
of  him  as  perfons  who  feel  the  thing,  and  fpeak  from  the  prefent  fenfe  of 
it,  and  acquaintance  with  it,  but  only  as  perfons  that  bring  forth  a  notion 
they  have  received  into  their  underftandings.  And  yet  they  fail  therein  al- 
io ;  for  they  fpeak  not  of  Chrift  according  as  the  fcriptures  hold  him  forth, 
compared  one  with  another,  but  as  they  have  grofly  apprehended  concern- 
ing him  from  fome  fcriptures,  as  the  Jews  outward  did.  For  the  fcriptures 
fpeak  not  only  of  a  body,  but  alfo  of  him  that  appeared  in  the.  body,  nor 
only  of  bodily  6efh,  blood,  and  bones,  but  alfo  t)f  fuch  fleflx  and  bones, 
whereof  Chrift  and  his  church  confift.  He  is  Chrift  (fay  the  fcriptures)  who 
is  one  with  the  Father,  who  came  from  the  Father,  in  whom  the  Father  was, 
and  who  was  in  the  Father  •,  fo  faid  Jefus  of  himfelf  (lifting  up  his  eyes  to 
heaven,  and  praying  to  the  Father  of  his  difciples,  and  the  children  whom 
the  Father  had  .given  him)  more  than  once  in  that  feventeenth  chapter  of 
John.  Yea  he  is  Qhrift,  whom  a  man  cannot  fee,  but  he  muft  fee  the  Fa- 
ther alfo  \  and  whom,  whofoevcr  feeth  the  Father,  fecth  \  who  was  bef^f* 

Abraham 


Atirdittiii  wass  whom  oobufui  o^uld  kaaw  l^heoce  be  was»  even  na  M  man 
^an  know  .when<:c  the  Father  is.  Chrift  granted  the  Jew»  tiiat  ^ejr  knew 
him,  and  whcncie  he  was  as  to  his  body;  and  yet  for  all* that,  he  wasihe 
Clurtft  wfao'wfti}  to  OQcne,  whbnr  oo  9ian  ^kaesrixoin  Vhei^e  hf  vtes.  What 
was  that,  Chrift  called  ir^^.fpeaking  to  PluUp?  Hq0  tbgu  nai  fo^w^  M 
fhiUpi  Haft,  thou  ml  feen  mf  What,  ^  thou  know  oic  after  (hp  Ild9l» 
after  the  body  ?  Doft  thoatake  that  for  me"?  P^ave  I  been  fo  long  with  yQu» 
and  do  you'Iqiow  t}»*no  better  than  fo  ?  Thfe  body  is  from  betow,  the  body 
is  like  one  of  you^s  (ohly  faniSificd  by  jdae  father,  and  pc^ferved  without 
fin) ;  but  I  abn  die  Wie  Sp^rit^  life,  and  being  with  the  F^albher.  We  ane 
one  fubftance;  ^one  ipure^  power  taf  life,  and'  we  fannot  :he  dividied.;  but  iu^ 
that  fees  >oiie;:  moft  needs  ice  both  •,  and  be  that  knows  one,  /DUft.  o^oed^ 
knbW-iiDthJ  ':'3%is  is  'th^  Lamb  of  God,  which  John  bare  witnei3  of,  which 
liefaid<wii|s^b^fore  him,  fibn^u  \^.  which  thp  body  .w^.m)t. 

Now  friends,  if  iyau  :biab  lihis  living .  f^^  knowledge,  if  ye  hold  it 
in  hint  thaiC'is  true^  chenowanand  9,du]Owrfedge( it  (as  it  b ^exprefifed  in  the 
icriptures,'  and  as  XSod  iiaish  now  broiz^ht  it  forth  in  his  people),  that  ye  may 
«lftn£feityoQr^ei^ses  ta«hat  which  is  of  God,  that  ye  ave.of^^him.  There  19 
an  utiderfttfnding  and  wifdbm  of  man,  and '  there  is  a  witnels  of  God» 
which  "Sifitnefe  gives  true  judgment  Man  (at  beft)  judgeth  but  according 
^  things  appear  to  him  fibm  the)fcriptures;.but  the  .witnefs  judgeth  of 
the  things  or  God  in  the  dcmon^kradon  iof  the  Spirit,  according  2&  they  are 
fek  4nd  known  to  be  in  ium;  1 

'But  if  ye  have  not  this  knowledge,  but  have  long  laid  out  your  money 
^nd  labour  for  %hat  > which  is  not  bread,  nor  can  yield  the  true  iadsfaftion; 
Oh !  come  to  the  «iiaters,  and  receive  that  whidi  is  given  freely,  without 
money  and  without  price!  Oh!  fell  aU  fer  the  pearl,  for  the  knowledge 
which  is  of  Hfe,  fer  the  knowledge  which  is  life !  /  am  the  wof^  the  truths 
-^md  ibe  life  J  faith  Chrift ;  this  is  life  eternal  to  know.  And  wait  to  feel  the 
^ock  kid  as  a  foundation  in  you,  even  the  feed  of  God,  the  life  of  Chrift, 
die  Spirit  pf  Chrift  revealed  in  you,  and  vour  fouls  born  of  it,  and  built 
upon  it.  '  Oh !  that  ye  could  come  out  of  your  own  underftandings,  .that 
ye  might  feel  and  receive  the  love  of  my  heart,  and  know  the  travail  of 
my  bowels  for  you ;  that  ye  might  be  born  of  the  truth,  and  know  and 
receive  4t  as  k  is  in  Jefus,  and  as  it  is  &lt  in  the  Spirit,  and  its  own  pure 
power. 

Now  a  little  farther,  10  remoFe  the  fcruples  and  prejudices  out  of  the 

tninds  of  fuch  as  fometimes  have  been  touched  with  the  power  of  truth,  and 

'have  had  the  witnefs  of  God  reached  to  in  their  hearts ;  but  afterwards  the 

enemy  hath  raifed  mifts,  and  caft  blocks  in  their  way,  ftirring  up  in  them 

hard  thoughts  againft  us,  as  if  we  denied  what  the  fcriptures  affirm  in  this 

•thing,  and  indeed  (in  effed)  that  Chrift  which  died  at  Jerufalem,  andfetup 

a  natural  principle  within,  inftead  thereof: 

To 
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To  remove  this  out  of  the  minds  of  the  honefl>  hearted  (who  in  die  guided 
flnce  of  God  might  light  on  this  paper)  I  flidl'  open  my  heart  nsutedly^ 
herein.  -    - 

1.  We  do  own  that  the  word  of  God.(the  only  b^ptten  of  the  Fatbei*)  did 
take  up  a  body  of  the  flefli  of  the  virgin  Mary,: who rwas  of  the  jeed  of 
David,  according  to  the.  fcriptures,  and  did  the  will  of  the  Father  therein^ 
in  holy  obedience  unto^him^  both  in  life  and  dead).        . 

2.  That  be  did  dFer  up  the  flefh  and  blood  of  that  body  (though  not 
only  ib;  for  he  poured  out  his  foul,  he  poured  oiit  his  life)  a  facrifice  or  oflbr- 
ing  for  fin  (do  not,  oh!  do  not  ftamble  at  it;  but  rather  wait  on  thi  Loni 
to  underfland  it :  for  we  fpeak  in  this  matter  what  we  know)  a  facrifice  unto 
the  Father,  and  in  it  tailed  deathdfor  every  man ;  and  that  it  is  upon  con^ 
fideration  (and  through  God's  acceptance  of  this  facrifice  for  fii][).that  the 
fins  of  believers  are  pardoned,  that  God  misht  b^  juft,  and  the  jufijfier  of 
him  which  Believeth  in  Jefus,  orSwho  is  of  tine  feith  of  Jefus, ; 

.  3*  What  is  attributed  to  that  body,'  we  acknowledge  and  give,  to  that 
body  in  its  place,  according  as  the  fcnpture  attrii^utedi  it,  which  isihroiigh 
•and  becaufe  of  that  which  dwelt  and  adled  Jn  it.  But  that  which.  fimSdfied 
Ind  kept  the  body  pure  (and  made  all  acceptable  in  him) /was  the  life,  hor 
linefs,  and  righteoufnefs  of  the  Spirit.  And  the  fame  thing  that  kept  his 
veflel  pure,  it  is  the  fame  thing  that  cleanfeth  -US.  The  value  which  the 
natural  fiefix  and  blood  had,  was.  from  that  ^  in  its  coming  from  that,  in 
its  afting  in  that,  in  its  fuffering  through  that :  yea,:  indeed,,  that  hath  the 
virtue;  that  is  it  which  is  of  an  unchangeable  nature,  which  abidedi  for 
ever  •,  which  is  pure,  and  maketh  pure  for  ever  \  and  it  is  impoflible  for  a 
man  to  touch  it,  but  he  niuft  feel  cleanfing  by  it.  Now  this  living  virtue 
and  power  man  was  fliut  out  from  by  tlie  fall ;  but  through  the  true  know- 
ledge of  the  death  of  Chrift,  the  way  is  made  open  for  it  again,  a(id  man 
brought  to  it  to  be  baptized,  wa(bed,  cleanfed,  fanftified,  fitted  for  and 
filled  with  life.  So  that  this  is  it  that  doth  the  thing;  this  is  it  from  whence 
Chrift  had  his  own  flefli  and  blood  (for  we  are  taught,  both  by  the  Spirit, 
and  by  the  fcriptures,  to  diftinguifli  between  Chrift's  own  fl^efli  and  that  of 
ours,  which  he  took  up  and  made  his) ;  which  flefli  and  blood  we  feed  of 
in  the  Spirit;  which  they  cannot  feed  on  which  ferve  at  the  outward  taber- 
nacle; nor  they  neither  which  know  only  the  outward  body ;  but  they  only 
that  feed  in  the  Spirit. 

Now  of  this  thing  we  might  4)eak  yet  more  clearly  and  plainly,  could 
jncn  hpar  our  words.  But  if  we  have  fpoken  to  you  earthly  things  (in  pa- 
rables and  figures)  fuitable  to  your  underftanding,  and  ye  believe  not,  how 
ihall  ye  believe,  if  we  fpeak  to  you  heavenly  things ;  if  we  Ihould  tell  you 
plainly  of  the  Father,  in  whom  is  all  the  life  of  the  Son,  and  all  the  virtue 
and  falvatjon  that  ever  the  Son  had  from  him  ?  The  Jews  were  to  learn  in 
tyjpes,  figures,  and  (hadows,  till  Chrift  came.  And  aft^r  Chrift  came,  he 
^^llo  taught  diem  in  refcmblances  and  fimilitudcs  of  things :  and  the  apoftle 

wrote 
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vrtote  and  fpake  much  to  perfons,  as  juft  coming  out  of  that  ftate,  in  a 
language  fmted  fo  that  ftate.  '  But  he  that  comes  into  the  thing  itfelf,  an4 
is  taqght  there  by  the  Spirit,  after  he  is  grown  up  and  made  capable,  he  is 
ttaught  plainly  the  nature,  of  the  heavenly  things,  and  the  words  of  the 
apoftles^cQncsrmng  the  deep  things  of  God)  which  are  myfterious  to  others. 
Are  maoifell  and  plain  to  him.  Yea^  the  Lord  fo  teacheth  him  things,  as 
words  cannot  utter ;  that  is,  he  fo  knoweth  the  peace  of  God,  the  joy  df 
his  Spirit,  the  life  and  power  of  the  Lord  Je&s  Chrift,  his  wifdom,  righte^ 
mdhefs,  and  pure  precious  .ways  of  fan£tifying  the  heart,  the  tender  mcfrcy, 
^thfuloeis,. and.  rich  love  dP  the  Father,  &r.  as  he  cannot  utter  to  any 
manf ;  nay,  fo  as  he.  never  learned  (nor  could  learn)  from  words  about  the 
things;  but  by  thedfenib  and  eJtperience  of  the  thing  itfelf,  the  Lord  (ja 
whom  are  the  depths  of  life,  and  who  giveth  the  fenfe  and  underftanding 
of  .the  deep-  things  of  the  Spirit)  opening  them  in  him,  and  manifefting 
jtheqd  to  hitoi. '  And  indeed  'this,  is  !the  right  and  excell^t  way  of  knowledge, 
;|o  come  irito 'the  union,  to  ccttne  into  the  thing  itfelf  ^  to  learn  in  the 
^nlon, .  to  &e  and.  know  in  the. thing. .  This  is  the  way  that  the  Lord  teach^* 
eth  all  his^chikhtnin  the  new  covenant,  by  the  inward  life,  by  the  pure  light 
within,  by  the  in  wand  demuonftration  of  his  Spirit,  by  the  power  and  virtue 
<^  the  truth  it;felf«  which  it  hath  in  him  that  is  true.  And  he  that  is  ill 
jthe  Son,  hath  fome  meafurd  of  this  life  -,  and  he  that  hath  not  Ibme  mea^ 
fure  of  this  life,  is' .not  in  the  Son;  but  in  a  talk  and  wife  knowledge  of 
.things  after  the  fleih,  which,  will  pcriih,  and  he  with  it,  who  abideth  :there. 
.For  no  man  can  be  faved,  but  by  coming  into  the  knowledge  which  is  of 
^  pure,  eternal,  living,  iaving  nature.  C^n  ah  opinion  which  a  man  takc» 
xip  ct)ncerning  Chrill  froni.  the  fcriptures  (and  calling  himfelf  thereupon) 
fave  him  P  For  it  is  no  voxxt  than  an  opinion  or  judgment  unto  a  man,  un- 
kfs  he  be  in  the  life  and  power  of  the  thing  itfelf.  Then  indeed  it  is  truth 
to  him,  knowledge  in  him,. right  knowledge;  otherwifeit  is  but  knowledge 
ffUfely  fo  called;;  knowledge  which  will  not  fubdue  his  heart  to.  trutli,  nor 
;hath  its  feat  there ;  but  in  his  head,  making  him  wife  and  able  there  to  oppofe 
truth,  and  fo  bringing  him' imo  a  (tate  o^condemnation,  wrath  and  miiery, 
beyond  the  heathen,  and  making  him  harder  to  be  wrought  upon  by  the 
light  and  power  :of  the  truth,  than  the  very  hiathen.  Therefore  confider 
your  ways,  O  profeflbrs  of  Chriftianity !  and  dp  not  defpife  the  h?nd  which 
IS  ftretched  forth  to  you  in  the  )pve  of* God,  and  in  the  motion  andguide<^ 
?nce  of  his  Spirit,  who  cwdefcenda  to  you  exceedingly,  jhgt.  he  might 
reach  to  his  ow{i  in  you,  and  fcatter  your  apprehetifions,  imaginations,  and 
conceivings  about  the  meanings  of  fqriptureQ  (which  are  as  fo  many  chains 
of  death  and  darkncfs  upon  yqu  j  that^  ye  might  epme  to  him  in  whom  is 
life,  and  who  gives  life  freely. to  all  who  come  to  him.  Oh !  obferve  what 
bars  Yvere  in  the.  way  of  thefcribes  and  Pharifeesj  They  would .  not  xomc  toi 
him  that  they  might  have  life ;  nay,  indeed,  they  could  not,  a^  they  flood. 
There  arc  greater  bars  in  your  way ;  yea,  it  is  harder  for  many  of  you  to 
Vol.  it.  C  coow 
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£ome  to  faim!,  tliim  tt  was  for  them;  My:  liprighc  defire.  to  tb^  IjDrd  ftr 
you  K  that  he  would  remove  dur  (ftatnbling>blocks  out  of  iytMor' way,  that 
i)e  would  batter  and  icnodc  down  the  &&  in  yon,  that  ixc  would.  Urip  yoa 
it>f  all  your  knofwledge  of  icriptures  according  to  the  fle(h^/that  ye  mig^  be- 
.ntade  by  him  capable  of.  knowing  and  receiving  things  acomdio^  do  the 
^irie,'*:ahd;therr  ye  will  know  how  co  underftand,  honour,  ^and  make  vSt 
!C^  the  letter  aUb  \  but  dlU  then  ^  cannot  but  make  ufe  of  it  both  agunft 
<yottr  own  foul^  and  agaadft  £hrifr*^nd  his  truth.^ 

,  And  then  for  fetting  up  a  natoral  principle,  we  are  iimher  from  tlot 
than  ye  are  aware.  For  we  were  asihy  of  this,  and  jealous : that.it  was  a  iut* 
iural  ptincipfe,  as  ye  can  be,  and  flatted  f^om  it,  divera  of  11%  tHI  the 
luprd^'  by  ms  xtemal  power,'  and  demoi^ration  of  his  Spirk,  tvocbed  our- 
hearts,  and  flicwed  us  that  it  waf  the  feed  of  the  kinedom  f^ven  the  rbot 
*^f  allthe  fpintual  life^  that  eidiel  we  ourfelTies  fbrmerly,  qr  ever'  any  elfe 
received  at  ainy  time)  and:gav«  ut  the  iightof  the  thii%sof  the  kingdom  lA 
k»  and  at  length  wroug^'thte  in  us,  and  forus,  by  it,  which' never  wHs 
3Rrought  in  xis  before,  and  which  can  be  wrought  by  nothing  c3fe  but  the 
power  of  the  Sprit.  Now  having  ceruinly  fek:  and  known  the  thing-  Ia 
oasrown  hearts,  and  \mm%  alfo&en  the  fnares  and  nets  wluch  die  eneorf 
lays  &r  you,  whereby  he  keeps  you  from  &e  true  bread,  and  from  mt 
vater  uA  wine  of  the  kingdom  (even  as  he  kept  us  formerly),  ho#  caA 
IPC  hold  our  peace,  bctt  witnds  to  you  (in  die  love  and  drawings  <^  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord)  of  the  trudi,  fife,  and  jpower  which  we  have  felt  in  |efus^ 
though  ye  beeoneie  our  enemies  there&re  ?  Nor  4o  we  this  to  bring  you  to 
another  opinion,  or  outward  way  (that  is  not  our  end);  but  chat  ye  might 
fed  the  thin^  it&lf,  and  know  aifuredly  what  is.  the  truth,  in  that  which  ne^ 
wr  was  deceived  idelf,  nor  ever  deceived  any ;  nor  will  fufier  any  to  be  de^ 
ceived  who  are  joined  to  it,  and  abide  in  iu  Oh!  why  (houldye  wander  ift 
the  dark  opimons  and  uncertaindes  of  the  ni^c  ?  Why  ihould  ye  not  rather 
come  to  that  wfaerdn  the  light  of  the  day  fprings^  and  out  of  which  it 
fhines  ?  And  caa  the  natural  man  (who  hadk.  his  eyes)  be  deceived  about 
the  liffht  of  die  natural  day  ?  Doth  he  not  know  the  Ught  of  the  day> 
both  from  the  lights,  and  dib  ffom  the  dailoieis  of  the  night?  Ten  thou* 
£md  times  more  certain  and  i^ardly  fattsfied  is  he,  who  is  born^of  the  {pi- 
ritual  day,  brought  forth  in  the  light  thereof,  and  who  l^iritually  fees,  lives^ 
and  walks  therein.  80  that  theie  is  no  doubt  in  hipfi  who  is  grown  up 
mto  the  thing ;  but  he  hath  the  affijiance  of  ^h  (whkh  b  far  above  tte 
aiZurance  <tf'  outward  fanfe  or  reafon)  and  the  affurance  of  laiderftanding. 
Oh !  bleflcd  is  he  who'hath  an  eye  to  fee,  an-  ear  to  hear,,  an  heart  to  un- 
derfland,  the  things  which  God  hath  revealed  by  his  Spirit  in  this  our  day, 
the  living  way  which  he  hath^  now  n^e  manifeft,.  the  prindf^  of  life  diat 
he  hath  railed  out  of  the  grave  of  death.  But  he  tlvat  reproacheth  and 
ipeaketh  evHof  this  (that  wrMl  neithtf  enter  in  himfelf,  nor  fuflfer  others)  he 
k  far -from,  receiving  the  Ueffing  or  bleffcdncfs  of  t^  feed  \  butgixweth  up 

•  in 
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in  the  wrong  nature  and  fpirit^  the  end  whereof  is  to  be  burned,  with  all 
that  is  in  union  with  it,  and  groweth  up  from  it.  Therefore  come  out  from 
diatipirit;  coftieout  of  that  dark  mind  and  ti^tire,  whidi  never  {aw,  nor 
can  fee  the  truth ;  but  fetteth  up '  opinions  arid  appearances  of  things  in- 
ftead  of  it ;  and  receive  the  anointing  which  is  given  with  and  ^in  the  feed, 
which  is  radfed  in  foaie,  and  vifited  in  many^.  in  this  d^  of  the  Lord'4  hjvir 
and  tender  mercy  v  to  whon^  the  Hving^  the  leniible^  the  redeemed  &nf^ 
praifes,  and  on  whom  they  watt,  for  the  fuctbcr  ratQifefting  of  Im  pottPer 
and  glory  in^  dem.  d^f  niQie.  and  oMce. 

Now^  fijends,  if  ye  wiU  know  ai^t^  or/ bdieve.  arigitt,  yenMll  kaovpf 
and  believe  in  him,  who  was  with  the  Father  fasft)re  the  w>f hi  wa$  i  whor 
was  the  Savioiur,  the  Jcibs,  the  Chrifli,  from  evicrlailiiig.  For  what  makes 
him  fi>  ?  Is  it  flot  his  nature  f  Is  itmot  therpitMrcr  of  falvationiin  him  ?  Hin 
taking  up  a  body  m^e  ma  dteratioa  in  him,,  added  nothir^  to*  him  *,  of^ 
It  was  oeceflacy  that  he  fhould  take  it  op,,  to  fblSl  the  wul  in  it,  and  ta 
o&r  it  up  a&en&cein  hssownrlifis  and S^rit  ta the  Father.  TBm tk  fir mlfr 
beliewe ;.  and  this  alfa  wc  jcannot.  but  fay  fiinher,,  that  thr  vinimr,.  the  taiuc!^ 
the  worthy  the  escdlency  of  whac  was  done  by  him  in  the  body,,  wtf  il«« 
of  the  body,,  bat  it'was  in  him  befboe  time,,  in  time,  and  wiilr  be^tat  timc^ 
and  for.  ester :  yea,  k  is  he  tcy  whomi  the  name'Jdas  and  Chciil  didiof  rigjK 
belong  befoce  he  took  up  thebody :  and  he  o^y  put  ferdiJa: the  body  thd 
ibvtng  virtue  which  be  had.  befece,.  which  bctogodl  to  theoailure,  .to  the 
anointing  in  him,  whether  ever  he  hadfMed.aAy  widi  itos  no^  And  thiil 
virtue,,  tfaas  li&,  this  Spirit,  thisf  natuiie  of  his^  isfldie  &od,  the  lighneouihefs, 
the  gacment  of  life  ainl  jahnaaii, .  which  he  (thctuglt  the  death  of  the  body) 
made  and  prepared  a^  Hvingrwiay^&r  thkifoidttii  come  to,  to/feedotl,  a^ 
be  chothed  mAi  I  canriianily:fl»p rpeakingpoE  thefe:  things^fiw  your  fabesii 
tbax  thinugh  m^  vmds  (or  tbd.wdrdsof  whom:,  the  LoraSAdl  pleafe}y« 
Blight  come  t»i  feel  that  which'  i^  afak  to  give  you.  the  holy  underftaoding^ 
and  mi^  conoe  to.  the  true  fonfe  and  experience,  of  die  ttudi  icfellL  and 
mi^tfte  who  bath  blinded  you,,  and  haw  htf  badi  blinded  ybi^  and  ied 
you  with,  hufiia  anddi^  foodyinftead  o£  tbs^  whidi  Jxatfa  die:  trile  Jbidng  &p 
IB  k.  But  while  ye  &t  and  judgie-in^  that  which,  is  .wroi^v  yt.  muft  needs 
judge  amils  both  at  ywifidns;and  othsis,.  s|nd  aUaof  the  treifii  itfelf,  and 
of  the  ^mrdsi  ^ken,  ckbeir  fiiroMiiy  or.now^  cnncecoii^.  i^'wheceby  yn 
expoft  andbriBgiyoiuiehres  undbn  the  iighttousijiidgmenti  ei£  diaimitkitfe^ 
even  of  the  Son,  and  the  l^jhc  of  hi&  day,,  which^  bath  powa  firona  thef  ai^ 
d^r  to jiidge  aU'f^fe  ^earaocesy  fieceits^and*  decotvcffi^^ 
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IT  hath  pleafcd  the  Lord,  sis  he  maniiefted  his  Chrift  gkvioufly  before  the 
apoftafy,  Ui  to  manifeft  him  fo  again.  Foe  he  was  not  only  born  (in  the 
fh)  of  the  virgin  Mary ;  but  he  was  alio  born  in  the  Spirit  of  the  woman 
doadied  with  the  fun,  which  had  the  moon  under  her  feet,  and  on  her  head, 
a  crown  of  twelve  ftars.  She  alfo  brought  forth  the  man-child,  who  was  to 
rule  all  nations  with  a  rod  of  iron.  Rev.  xii. 

Now  of  this  appearance  and  return  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,and  his  frefli 
bringing  forth  of  his  life  and  power  in  his  body^  the  chun:h,  there  are 
many  witnefies,  who  have  feen,  fdt,  and  tafted  thereof,  with  the  eyes  and 
fenfes  which  are  of  God,  and  of  the  new-birth.  And  of  this  (in  the  love 
and  good- will  of  God,  and  from  the  drawings  and  requiriogs  of  his  Spirit) 
they  bear  witnels  to  others,*  that  they  aiib:  mightxome  to  fee  the  glory  and 
brightneis  of  his  day,  and  rejoice  ■  therein. .  For  indeed  it  is  a  glorious  day^ 
inwardly  in  foirit,  to  thofe  that  are  quickened  and  gathered  tp  the  living- 
Shepherd  and  Bifhop  of  the  foul,  by  the  eternal  arm  of  his  power.  And: 
happy  is^  the  eye  that  fees  the  things  that  diey  fee,  and  the  ear  that  hears' 
what  they  hear,  and  the  heart  which  understands  the  things  which  God 
hath  revealed  in  and  unto  them  by  his  Spirit.        . 

.  Glorious  was  the  appearance  of  Chrift  in  theflelh ;  but  there  were  blocks - 
in  the  way  of  the  Jews,  that  they  could  npt  know,  own,  believe  and  re- 
ceive him.  And  glorious  is  the  adminiftration  of  his  life  in  Spirit,  in  thia. 
day  of  bis  power  i  but  i  there .  are  aHb  bkxks.  lying  in  the  way  of  them  to. 
^omit  is  lent,  which  caufe  them  to  (tumble  at  it,  and  keep  them  both 
£rom  letting  it  into  them,  and  alfo  from  giving  up  to  it.  But  blefled  was. 
he  who  was  not  offended  in  Chrift  then^  arid  blefied  is  he  who  is  not. 
jofiTcnded  atl^m  how.  For  he  that  is  offended  at  him,  who  is  life,  and 
gives  fife,  Humbling  at  the  prefent  way  of  difpenfadon  which  God  hath 
chofen  to^ve  it  out  by,  how  (hall  he  live  ?  This  is  the  caufe  diat  fo  many 
poor  hearts  lie  mourning  and  grovelling  on  the  earth,  groaning  becaufe  of 
their,  (ins,  fearing  becaufe  qf  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy*  and  the  corrup- 
tions of  their  own  hearty,  which  ate  continually  ready  to  betray  them  into  his 
hands  ^  becaufe  they  know  not  him  who  hath  ftretched  out  his  arm,  and  is 
come  in  his  power,  to  deliver:;,  but  rare  prejudiced  againft  the  Tfjray  wherein, 
he  hath  and  doth  deliver.  Yea,  they  know  not  his  voice  who  calls.  Come 
unto  me  -,  /  am  the  refurreHion  and  the  life.  He  that  believeth  in  me^  Jhall  re^ 
ceive  my  ftrengtb\  and  though  he  were  ever  fo  weak^  fball  become  as  Davids 
and  though  ever  fo  unclean^  fiall  find  the  waters  which  fpring  from  my  well  to 
eleanfe  bim^  and  nourifb  him  to  life  everlajling. 

'    .  *     '  ,     I  How 
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How  tenderly  ^d  Chrift  vifit  the  Jews  in  the  days  of  his  flelh  ?  How 
powerfully,  and  in  the  true  iuthority  of  God,  did  he  preach  among  them  i 
What  mighty  works  did  he  (hew  ?  And  yet  they  could  not  believe.    Why 
fo  ?  The  enemy  had  entered  them  with  his  temptations,  had  got  fomewhat 
into  their  minds  of  a  contrary  nature,  to  keep  out  thereby  the  fenfe,  know- 
kdge,  and  acknowledgment  of  him.     So  that  when  their  hearts  were  even 
dvercome  widi  his  power  and  fweet  precious  doftrine,  and  ready  to  yield 
that  this  was  he,  this  was  the  Chrift  indeed,  then  the  enemy  raifed  up  fome 
argument  or  other  to  prejudice  them  againft  him,  that  he  might  thereby 
b(^t  them  off,  and  drive  them  back  again  from  owning  or  receiving  him.  • 
Tbis  man  is  not  of  Gody  fay  fome ;  for  be  keepetb  not  the  fahbatb.    He  can- 
not be  a  prophet,  fey  others,  becaufe^/J  ofGalike^  out  of  wbicb  no  pro* 
pbot  arifetb    He  camtat  be  Chrift,  faith  a  third  ibrt,.  becauie  we  know  wbence 
be  is ;  but  when  Cbrift  cometby  no  man  knowetb  wbence  be  is.     He  is  not  holy^ 
firift,  and  zealous,  according  to  the  law,  fay  others ;  but  a  loofe  perfon^  a 
man* gbittonousy  and  a  wine-bibber  •y  a  friend  of  publicans  and  Jinners 'y  one  who 
ceacheth  not  his  difciples  to  faft  and  pray  (as  the  Pharifees  did  dieirs,.  and> 
John,  who  was  generally  looked  upon  as. a  prophet,  did  his),  but  juftifieth 
them  in  plucking  the  ears  of  corn  on  the  fabbath-day,  and  fo  thereby  ra- 
ther encouraging  them,  to  break  it,  than  ftri£tty  to  obferve  and  keep  it  ac- 
conding  to  God^s  law.     He  is  a  blafpbemery  fay  fome  ((^aks  moft.  horrid 
hhiphemy)  makif^  bimfel^  equal  witb  God.    He  reproacheth  die  moft  ftrift 
and  zeaIoi28  m^n  that  we  have  (evea  our  teachers  and  interpreters  of  the 
law  and  prophets)  calling  them  bypocritesy  painted  fepuJcbreSy  blind  guidesy  &c«. 
and  pronounceth  woe  upon  woe  againft  them#    And  thofe  that  are  the 
chitdxen  of  Abraham  he  calls  the  children  of  the  devil*,  and  fiuth,  He  that 
committetb  Jiny  is  tbe  fervant  of  fins  but  if  tbe  Son  (meaning  himfelf )  make 
youfreey  yejkall  be  free  indeed.    And  if  we  will  have  life  in  us,  we  muft  be- 
lieve in  him,  and  eat  his  fleih,  and  drink,  his  blood.   (Did  ever  Mafes,  or  a4;iy . 
of  the  prophets,  teach  fuch  do6brine  ?  )  Again,  he  faith.  If  a  man, keep  mj  fay- 
mgy  be  flusUnever  fee  deatb ;  whereas  Abraham  and  the  prophets  (who  believed 
Gkxi,  and  kept  his  layings)  ace  all  dead.    This  made  them^  even  conclude 
he  had  a  devil,  Jobn  viii.  52.     So  how  could  they  underftand  him  when  he 
find,  he  was  tbe  good  Jbepberdy  and  tbe  dooTy  &c.  and  tbat  all  tbat  ever  catne 
before  bim  were  tbieves  md  robbers ;  would  they  not  look  upon  this  as  wit- 
neffing  of  himfelf   and  endeavouring  to  fet  up  himfelf?  And  when  he 
laid,  Ferifyy  verifyj  before  jibrabam  wasy  I  am ;  were  they  not  ready  to  ftojie 
Imn,  for  fpeakipg  a  falfe  and  impolfible  thing,  as  it  feemed  to  them;  he 
manifbftly  being  not  yet  fifty  years  old  ?  But  fuppofe  it  to  be  true  that  he 
was  before  Abraham,  how  then  could  he  be  the  Meffiah,  who  was  to  come 
of  Abraham,  and  out  of  the  loins  of  David,  according  to  the  fcriptures? 
And  then  fat  his  miracle,  having  beforehand  concluded  that  be  was  a  bad 
man,  a  finner,  a  breaker  of  the  fabbath,  a  blaiphemer, .  a  deceiver  of  the 
people,  ^€4.  how  ea%  was  it.  for  them  .to  harden  them^ves  againft  them, 
...  '  and 
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and  to  ihfer  that  be  wrought  not  ^ie/ thiols  bjr/the'  po^fcr  iaf  God*  but 
by  the  ^d  and  affiftance  of  the  devil,  to  onrerdtfow  «the  laws  and  ordmancct 
of  Mofes,  and  ta  iet  up  himfelf  and  his.  new  dci£^l>e  hj )  Indeed  taooinf 
(and  fecoe  fe^mingly  fboag  aad  unaniwondblr)  wore  tihe  eiteepciona  whic^' 
the  wi&loai  and  undeiftanding  in  them  (which  was  out  of  die  \m  and  powqr 
of  truth)  formed  agaiaft  Chrift^  whereby  they  juftifisd  thmifelves  ki  their 
icfufal  of  him,  who  was.  fraled  and  fent  of  tlur  Father,  and  f6  esKduded 
themfelises  the  kinfidonn  and  the  r^bteoufiaeis  theneDf. 

This  is  paft,  anathey  can  condemn  tdnem  now,  who  ohemfelvea  are  a^Qg 
aver  s^gam  the  (aaoe  thing  in  fpidc.  It  pleafeth  t^e  Lovd  thus  toi  fu&r 
things  to  be,  ftill  &  to  give  forth  the  di^jiiations  of  his  life,  as  they  alooe 
that  are  in  fome  meafiire  of  his  life  can  dt&aern  them.  And  the  iame  fpsric 
(under  a  new  guife)  ftiJl  oppofetb  trunh  In  its  prefent  appearance  and  dtf- 
pen&tioii,  and  ftirreth  men  up  ta  flight  and  hbi^exne  that  bdy  mune 
and.  power>  whieh  tkey  that  balieve  in  are  £ived  and  &nStfied  by.  Wdl^. 
what  ihall  I  fiiy  to  you  ?  Oh  ^  tkat  ye  could  difcers  ^lirits !  Oh  1  that  ye 
could  fee  wjiat  ^irit  ye  are  of,  and  whom  ye  ferve,  in  oppofiag  the  pre6»t 
difpeniation  of  life !  Oh  1  that  ye  cavid  fee  how  ye.  read  fcr^mire»  out  of  that 
wmch  wrote  them,  aiid  bcttd  diem  agunft  diat  which  wrote  thssm,  making 
yourfelyes  wife  and  ftron^  in  a  wrong  wifdom  and  knondedge  agatnft  ,dM^ 
Lord,  andagainft  bis  Chrift,  whom  be  hath  fet  upon  his  holy  hitt  of  Sion^ 
and  who  appeareth  there^  though  you  fee  it  aor,  For  Sioa  ia  aoc  now  1m*. 
ral,  or  after  the  fleflt  (the  day  is  come^  th^  fliadows  are  gone) ;  but  Sion  is. 
the  hpfy  hill  of  God  in  Spirit^  upon,  which  t^e  heavenly  Jerufekoi  was  huik^ 
whkh  is  revealed,  come  down;  and  cmning  down  feom  hearen,  asoi  oum^r. 
of  the  heavcafy  cidzons  dwell  there  ahready,  and  more  aie  coamag  thither,  ta 
dwell  I  for  even  fwm  the  eafl^  w^ft,  nor^.  v^d  fcmh,  fliaU  the  garimiaig 
be,  to  ik  with  Abraham,  I&ac,  aind  Jacob  in  the  kir^om  which  cannofr 
be  fliaken ;  which  kin^om  was  received  b^  the  Chriftiam  formedy  befoce 
the  apoltafy,  and  h  now  received  again,  bleffikl  be  his  namp  nrfio  lims.  ami 
reigns  in  power  over  aU  the  ipirits  of  darkncfe  and  deceit)^  oEuaataming  hifc 
pure  life  and  tpudi  in  the  hearts  of  hk  cfaildreft,  in  detjfi^  of  thnaiiidL 

But  why  (hould  you  thus  ers  in  heart  from  the  pure  truth  ?  Why  flttuUl 

you  not  open  to  him  thitt  knocks  in  hb  holy  powen,  and  in  die  demoon 

urations  oi  bis  Spirit  to  your  cdnfeienoe  f  Why  foouki  a  fubtft  deidcft  of 

the  deceiver  be  ^t  in  and  hugged  by  you,  to  caufe  you  nx  thcuft  himi 

back  ftoa^  your  hearts  who  is  the  ^oid  of  eternal  lifo>  and  wkh  whom,  am 

the  worda  of  eternal  life  ?  The  Lord  God  difcover  the  deep  dweit9.of  ttn 

enemy  to  you,  where  he  captivateth  your  hearts  and  undorftBodioga,.  than 

it  may  not  be  always  taid  of  you,  as  it  was  of  the  Jews,  be  ca$M  nnt9  Jm 

owHj  ani  bis  own  ruehid  bim  not !  But  m  as  many  as  roooiited  h^m^  heni» 

powe?  in  the-  (ky  of  bis  f)e(b ;  and  he  mveth  much  more  power  to  xmA 

that  receive  him  in  ^irit  (in  the  day  of  his  Spirit)  tD .become  thie  foDS'of 

Godr   Andbecaufe  they  apelbas^  he  pourcth  cut  abflBdaoti^  of  hi^  Sgitii; 

upon 
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Upon'  thenti  ahd  ihe  dnt  htah  the  Spirit,  hath  the  Son;  and  he  that  hath 
ne  Son,,  hadi. lift:;  but  he  that  hath  not  the  Son  (but  blafphemeth  tha 
appearante  and  Ughtiof  his  Spirit)  Imth  &0t  ti£:  -,  but  is  yet  in  that  wif^ 
dom  and  knowledge  which  is  death,  and  which  keeps  him  dead« 

/  •       • 

Nonr.  the  Lord  of.  hia  tehder  mercy  make  you  fenfible  of,  and  panlofl^ 
jnir  Qppofinff  and.reii(tiitg^  his  truth  \  and  alfo  caufe  the  light  <^ life  to 
ihine  m  your  neacts^  quickening  .and  guiding  you  thereby  out  of  tho 
land  of  death  and  dariaxcfa^  into  i^e  hfAy  biid  of  life  i  that  all  that 
finoerely  breadie  after  truth  majr  (through  the  fiuthful  tiuvel)  come  to 
fit  down,  dwell,  and  feed  to^tlH^r  in  it^  ia  the  one  power^  in  the 
one  hfe,.  in  the  dne  Hcif  %)int,  whete  is  pure  reft  and  peacfi  fufed; 

joy  and  fatisfa£tion  for  evermore.    Amen. 

■  t  .  .         .  .      . 


Some     QUE    R    I    E    S 


t         •  « 
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CHRIST,  and  his  Appearances  ;  Ms  taking tipoii 
him  odr  Flefh^  As  alfo' coocemiBg  bis  Fkm  and 
Blood,  and  our  being  fbi^ed  thereof^  and  feeding 
thereon. 

^^fT7H£;THER  thtM  vm  not  a  ncceffity 


QpQuhim  our  fleflij  for  the  redemption  of  thc^  that  had 
fnaed,  and  the  fiaiflfaaion  of  tfao  jtifticei  oficnded  ? 

^uery  2.  Whether  the  Father  did  not  accordingly  piepase  a  body  Ibr  hinv 
to  do  his  will' in  all  diings  in^; '  and^particulaiiy  tx>  ofibr  up  to  hia  the  ac« 
cqitaUe  (acrifikre  for  die  fins  of  die  whole  wodd? 

^my  3.  Whether  it  was  not.  neceflkfy,  in  this  re^d.  alfi^  thatr  QhnA 
ftoiud  take  upon  him  ow  fleili^  that  he  might  have  experience  of  our 
temptadons  and  infirmitias^.  and  beoMne  a  merciful  and  fakhfiil  higb^prieft 
and  intercdlbr  for  us  ? 

^^  4*  Wherein  lay  the  ralue  and  worth  of  his  facafifice,  and  of  all  he 
did  r  Did  it  lie  cUefly  on  the  thing  done»  or  m  the  fife  i^dierdn  he  did  it, 
in  tfau  he  did  it  in;  the  puve  fwh  and  obedience  to  the  Father  ?  He  became 
obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cro&  1  and  he  through  the  eter- 
nal Spini  oflbed  himidf  ivathout  fpot  to  Go^ 

....      ■    •• 


t§  Some  ^jteries  concernmg  CJiriJf^  Sec. 

'  ^^  5-  What  was  he,  for  whom  the  Father  prepared  a  body;  and  ieh(» 
tbok  it  u|>  to  do  the  wUf,  and  did  chelwtH  init?  Was :  be  hot  i  the  awn  of 
God,-  the  power  of  Gbdi^the-Savidariandfalvatioiiofi  God,  the  Jfefus  and 
Chrift  of  God?    it.*«-  i-^ — »*.''*..'.■:.,-.         ;  , .. 

Siuery  6.  To  whom  do  the  names  and  titles  Jefus  and  Chrift  chiefly  and 
in  the  fifftr  plate  belong  f  Do  they  belong  to  the  bod^  which  was  taken  by 
hitl),  or  to  him  who  took  the  bodyf  The'body  hathita  nature  and  |roper- 
Cie^  and  the  eternal  Word,  or  Son.:of  God  (the  pure  fpotle&  Lamb^  the 
fountain  Of  innocen^)'  m  nature  and  properties.  .  Now  tjie  query  is,  which 
was  the  appointed  ^viour  -  of  the  leather  ?  Which  wastte  anointed  of  the 
Father, -ehiefly,  and  in  the  firft  plsss;?  Whether  the  body  prepared,  or  he 
for  wtom  the  body  ^prepared,  io  do>  the  will,  and  offep  iip  the  accept- 
able facrifice  in  ? 

4 

^uery  7.  Which  is  ChriiFs  flefti  and  blood  which  we  are  to  partake  of, 

Miliprpnf  wp  arp   t€\  he  formed^  whirls  wp  are  to  eaf  ^r\A  ddnk>  and.which 

is  meat  and  drink  indeed,  nourifUng  to  lite  everlafting  ?  Is  it  the  fleih  and 
blood  of  the  body,  which  was  prepared  for,  and  taken  by  him,  wherein  he 
tabernacled  and  appeared  ?  Ot'is  it  the  fleih  and  blood  of  :him,«  who  took, 
tabernacled,  and  appeared  in  the  body  ?  For  that  which  he  took  upon  him 
was  our  garment,  even  .the  flefli  and  l^lood  of  our  nature,  which  is  of  an 
earthly  perifhing  nature;  but  he  is'of  an  eternal  nature,  and  his  fleih,  and 
blood,,  ^d  *  bones  are  of  his  nature.  Now  as  the  life  and^  nature  which  i<^ 
begotifeii  In  his,  h  fpiritual;  for  that  wfiich'  feeds,  and 'is  the  nourifliment  of 
it,  muftneeds  beota'^^fimalMid  ctcfih^  •   ^^       .  ,  ^ 

.  ^^cry'i.  What  is  tte.brtad  jiyhicb  jq^mf  ,down  frqrq  hp^ven  ?  Is  not^  the 
bread  and  the  flefli  all'  one  ?  iOutwafdly-Vifible  fldh  and  blood  was  aot  in 
heaven,  nor  came  down  from  heaven ;  but  the  bread  of  life  did  come 
down  from  heaven,  which  the  heavenly  birth  feeds  on  and  lives  by.  For 
that  which  redeems,  thaturhich  is  Jeim/;(tbo98avibut)  P4tne  doporfrom  hea^ 
ven,  and  took,  upon  him  a  body  of  fleQ)  htfre  on  eaeth,  \n  w^tihe  niani- 
felled  himfelf  as  king,  pfieft,  and  proph^t^  and  did  the  work  ap[t6inted  hioi 
by  the'Fathcr,.  y^iw-Kvii.  i,  &fr.    :      •  '•  -J  ^    ..: 

^ir)r;9.:  What  was. that  whkh^fayedr  people  otitif^xllyfTom  thdt out- 
ward inflrmities  and  difeafes,  while  ChrKi^Ras;  on  eardi  to  that  body  ^;  Was; 
St  the  body,  or  the  life,  power,  and  Spirit  of  the  Father  wittun  the  body, 
4nd  manifeft  through  the  body  ?  And  can  ;at)y  thing  lofs  Aive  iiiwaidly  ?  '•  Kovr 
chat  which  faves,  that: which  hath  Jilft^:^tue  and/power. of  ftlvatioftiti  it, 
that  the  eye  of  faith  is  to  fix  upon,  and  not  to  flick  or  ftopt  in  that  through; 
which  the  life  works  it.  •: 

Siunj  10.  Who  was  he  that  humbled  himielf^  that  made  him&lf  of  116 
reputation,  that  took  upon  him  the  form^  of  a  fervant,  and  wiu  made  in  the 
likenels  of  men,  and  found  in  falhion  (or  habit)  as  a  msMi  ?  Was  it  the  body 
of  flefli,  or  was  it  he  that  was  glorified,  of  the  Father  bcifof e  the  world  ;««as  ?. 
And  who  is  to  have  the  honour  and  exaltation  ?  At  whofe  name  is  every  knee 

to 
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(D  bow  ?  Is  not  the  reward  to  him  who  laid  down  his  gbry  to  take  upon  him 
the  body  of  flefli,  and  appear  in  it,  that  he  might  honour,  glorify  and  fiAr 
*  fill  the  will  of  his  Father  ? 
'  ^ery  ii.  Are  not  the  children  and  lie'  of  one  ?  Ape  not  he  and  they  of 
the  fame  ftock  ?  (Boib  be  that  fan^ifietby  and  tbey  who  are  fanSifiedj  are  all 
0foni^  Heb.  ii.  ii.)  Is  it  not  from  thence  that  he  is  not  afhamed  to  call 
them  brtthren,  even  becaufe  *he  finds  the  nature.  Spirit,  and  life  of  his  Fa- 
ther in  them  ?  What  makes  a  child  to  God  ?  Is  it  not  the  being  begotten  of 
the  Father,  and  born  of  the  Spirit  ? '  And  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit, 
is  Spirit.  Now  mark :  have  we  the  denomination  and  relation  with  Chriit 
from  that  which  is  fbirhual,  and  hath  Chrift  himlelf  the  name  from  or  be* 
caufe  qS  the  body  or  flefti  ?  Nay,  nay;  the  name  Chrift  was  from  the  anoint- 
ing which  was  in  the  body,  which  ran  into  and  filled  'the  vefleL  It  is  true^ 
the  body,  in  and  by  the  union,  partakes  with  him  of  his  name  v  but  the 
name  belongs  chiefly  and  moft  properly  to  the  treafure  in  the  veflel. 

Siuery  12.  What  is*  it  to  put  on  Chrift,  or  what  is  the  putting  on  of 
Chrift  ?  Is  it  the  putting  on  of  that  body  of  flefti  ?  Or  the  putting  on  a  be-> 
lief  concerning  him,  according  to  what  is  faid  of  him  in  fcripture  ?  Or  is  it 
not  rather  a  putting  on  of  his  nature,  his  feed,  his  Spirit,  his  life,  wherewith 
the  fouls  of  thole  that  are  born  from  above  are  cloathed,  as  the  body  ia 
with  a  garment  ? 

^uery  13.  Who  was  it  that  faid,  I  am  the  refcirre£bion  and  the  life  ?  Was 
it  not  Chrift  ?  And  what  did  he  fay  it  concerning  ?  Did  he  fay  it  concerning 
the  body,  or  did  he  fay  it  concerning  the  power  and  virtue  of  the  Father 
which  was  in  the  body  ?  Did  he  not  fay  it  concerning  that  which  had  the 
power  of  life  in  it  before  it  took  up  the  body,  and  had  alfb  the  power  of 
life  while  it  was  in  the  body  ?  yea,  and  could  laiTe  up  not  only  other  bodies, 
but  that  alfb  after  it  had  laid  it  down  ?  For  after  it  was  laid  in  the  grave, 
he  could  raiie  it  up,  and  take  it  on  again,  as  well  as  he  did  at  firft,  when 
it  was  firft  prepared,  John  x.  17,  18. 

Sluery  1 4.  If  I,  or  any  one  elie,  have  felt  the  faving  arm  of  the  Lord 
revealed  in  us ;  if  we  have  felt  a  meafure  of  the  fame  life,  power,  and 
anointing  revealed  in  our  vefTels  as  was  revealed  in  his,  is  it  not  of  the 
fame  nature  ?  Is  it  not  the  fame  thing  ?  Is  not  Chrift  the  feed  ?  And  is  not 
this  feed  fown  in  theheart  ?  Now  if  this  feed  fpring  and  grow  up  in  me 
into  a  fpiritual  (hape  or  form  (though  it  be  but  or  a  babe),  is  not  Chrift  then 
formed  in  me  ?  If  I  be  ingrafted  into,  and  grow  up  in  it,  am  I  not  in* 
grafted  into  Chrift  (the  true  olive-tree,  the  true  vine)  and  do  I  not  grow  up 
m  him  ?  And  is  not  this  the  fame  Chrifl  that  took  upon  him  the  body  of  flefi)^ 
and  dflfered  it  without  the  gates  of  Jerufalem  ?  Is  there  any  more  than  one» 
or  is  there  any  other  than  he  ?  Is  Chrift  divided  ?  Is  there  one  Chrift  within, 
and  another  without  ?  He  that  knoweth  the  leaft  meafure  of  the  thing,  doth 
he  not  know  the  thing  in  fome  meafure  ?  And  he  that  is  in  the  leaft  mt^ 
fure  of  the  thing,  is  he  not  in  the  thing  ?  He  that  knoweth  the  Son,  doth 
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be  AQit  ,k;BOW  the  Father  ?  Afid  heitb^t  I^^^th  the  Spirit>  doth  he^tot  ^ib 
kngw  the  Son?  And  l^e  thjit  is, [ia^.^tie- Spirit,  is  he  not  in  the  Son ?  For 
they  are  one  nature  and  being.  A  man  may  have  notions  of  the  one,;  and 
not  of  the  other  \  but  their  nature,  thciir  being,  their  life,  thieir  virtue  is 
infeparable.  And  as  Chrift  faid  concerning  the  Father,  That  he  was  in  the 
Father,  and  the  Father  in  him^  and  that  he  that  fawhim,  faw  the  Father  ^ 
fo  may  it  not  be  as  truly  affirmed  {in  the  true  ienfe  and  underilanding  of 
iife)  concerning  Chrift,  that  he  is  in  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  in  him  \  and 
that  be  that  fee^h  die  Spirit,  feethhim  ^and  he  thatfeeth  him  feeth  the  Spirit? 
For  he  is  the  Spirit,  according  to  that  fcriptui;c,  2  Cor,  iii.  1 7,  Now  the 
Lord  is  that  Spirit ;  and  where  the  Spirit  of  tl^e  Lord  iSy  there  is  liberty.  What 
to  do  ?  Why,  to  fee  and  read  withifi .  the  veil,  ^nd  to  behold  the  gbry  of 
the  Lord,  which  is  revealed  there ;  wluch  they  whom  the  veil  was  over 
6>rmerly,  or  whom  the  veil  is  over  now,  have  not  liberty  to  do.  Here  is  con- 
fufion  and  impoiTibility  to  man's  v^fdom  \  that  Chrift  fhould  be  all  one  with 
the  Spirit;  that  Chrift  ihould  feq<t  the  Spirit  \n  his  name,  ap.d  alfo  himfelf 
be  the  Spirit  whom  he  fends.  CThis  is  an  hard  faying,  who  can  bear  it  ?) 
And  yet  this  confuQon  to  man,  is  God's  wifdom,  and  precious  in  their  eye 
who  are  taught  of  hini. .     \ 

For  it  is  one  and  the  Otme  Chrift  thsx  was  fignified  in  types  and  (hadows 
under  the  law,  revealed  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  in  that  prepared  body,  and 
afterwards  in  Spirit.  Now  after  he  was  afcended,  he  received  the  Spirit  fo 
as  he  bad  not  received  hinl  before ;  and  fo  having  received  the  promife  of 
the  Father,  he  fb  difpenfeth  the  Spirit  to  his  brethren  and  dilciples,  as  ic 
had  nQt  been  difpenfed  before.  In<feed  he  comforted  and  refreihed  his  peo- 
ple under  the  law  by  his  Holy  Spirit;,  which  was  their  inftrudor  then,  Neh. 
ix.  20.  and  taught  them  the  things  of  God  und^r  types,  (hadaws,  and  re- 
femblances.  When  he  came  in  me  body,  he  chpfe  out  difciples,  whom  he 
^avight  the  things  of  the  kingdonfi,  ^nd  w^&  a  refreflier  and  comforter  of 
them  therein.  And  was  not  this  another  comforter  than  thofe  had  under 
the  law  ?  Had  the  Jews  before  ever  any  fuch  cpmforter,  as  Chrift  was  tb 
his  difciples  in  his  bodily  prefence  ?  Noy  when  he  afcends,  he  receives  the 
Spirit  from  the  Father,  as  the  Father  had  promifed.him  \  and  having  fo  re- 
ceived him,  he  fends  him  to  them  for  their  comforter.  And  may  not  this 
juftly  be  termed  sinother  comforter  than  Chrift  was  in  Ws  bodily  prefence  ? 
And  yet  is  it  nqt  alfo  the  feme  Spirit  of  life,  that  had  been  with  them  in 
that  bo^  ?  Sq  that  it  is  another  ia  the  way  of  adminiftratipn,  but  the 
fame  in  lubftance ;  even  the  Word  which  was  from  the  beginning,  the  Spirit 
yfljAcYi  was«.fronl  ev^lafting ;  and,  to  ^verlafting  there  is  no  other. 
^ ,  I^QW  ^s  die: F-aiiiier  fent.the.  Son,  and  yet  was  with  and  in  the.  Son;  fo 
the  So^.fendingrtheSprif,  Iv^valfo  Js.Wth  and  in  the  Spiriica  And  ^  it  is 
the'F^therls  wljl,  that  the  fame  honour  be  given  to  the  Son  as  i^  given  ..to 
llim^  ibit  is  the  .Son's  pleafure,  that  the  fame  l^onour  be^iyen  tP  hl$  .Spirit 
ift  i*  giv€A  to.bim Y^ii  a»,Iie:that  wiU  worfliip  the  Father,  mwft.  wor^ 
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{hip  the  Son,  muft  coAie  to  him  in  the  Son,  mud  appear  biefoi^  hUft' i)^«he 
Son,  muft  reverence  and  kifs  the  Son  j  fo  he  that  v^ijl  com<  td  Ghrift^^Jwill 
worihip  him,  muft  come  to  him  in  the  Spirit,  muft  bow  to  him  in  the 
Spirit.  Yea,  he  that  will  know  and  worihip  Chrift  in  his  fulneft  (in  the 
msyefty  of  his  glory,  dominion,  and  power),  muft  learn  to  bow  at  the 
loweft  appearance  of  his  light  and  Spirit,  even  at  the  rety  feet  of  Jilus ;  fof 
that  is  the  loweft  part  of  the  body. 

^uery  15.  Did  not  the  bridegroom  go  away,  as  to  his  appeafttnce  in  flcQi, 
that  he  might  come  again  in  Spirit  ?  Did  not  the  apoftks,  who  khefW  hiS 
appearance  in  flefli,  and  his  tabernacling  among  them,  know  alfo  afterwards 
his  appearance  in  Spirit,  and  his  tabernacling  in  them  ?  And  w«re  not  tbeif 
hearts  filled  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory,  becaufe  of  the  pttfence 
of  the  bridegroom  ?  Did  they  not  know  the  man-child  born  and  brought 
forth  in  Spirit,  as  really  as  ever  he  was  born  and  brought  forth  in  flefti  f 
.  Yea,  did  they  not  travail  and  help  to  bring  him*  forth-?  Were  there  ndt 
many  in  that  day,  who  could  fay  concerning  the  fpirituat  and  inward  appear^ 
ance  of  the  bridegroom.  We  know  that  the  Son  of  God,  the  eternal  life, 
the  pure  power  and  wifdom  of  the  Father,  ift  come  ?  Did  they  not  receive 
from  him  the  underftanding  which  he  gives' in  and  by  his  coming  ?  Yea, 
were  they  not  in  him  that  is  true,  even  ih  Jefus  Chrift  the  Son,  who  is  Hit 
true  God,  and  life  eternal?  (i  Jt^v.  to.)  H^  they  not  received  the 
kingdom  which  could  not  be  (haken  ?  Arid  did  they  never -.fee  and  converft 
with  the  King  in  the^  kingdom  ?  Nay,  did  not  he  walk  in  them  and  they  in 
him,  and  he  fup  with  them  and  they  with  him,  in  the  kingdom  ?  Oh!  that 
yi  could  read  in  Spirit !  Oh !  that  ye  did  receive  that  meafure  of  life  from 
Chrift,  which  the  Father  hath  allotted  you,  that  ye  might  read  therein  i 
but  the  letter  (read  out  of  the  Spirit)  darkettetb  and  klUeth.  . .        : 

^ery  1 6.  What  is  the  laver  of  regeneration,  or  the  water  wherewidi  th* 
fold  is  waflied,  and  whereof  a  man  is  born  again  ?  Is  it  outward  or  bward  ? 
Is  it  the  water  which  ran  out  of  the  fidjc  of  the  natural  body,  when  it  i^s 
pierced  with  a  fpear  ?  Or  the  water  which  fprings  ftom  the  fount&irt  of  life, 
the  water  which  floweth  from  the  Spirit  ?  What  ate  the  waters  which  cor- 
rupt, mud,  and  defile  the  mind  ?*  Are  they  outward  waters  ?  And  what  art* 
the  waters  which  purify  and  cleanfe  it  ?  Can  they  be  of  a4Sw^r  nature  tlmrt 
fpiritual?  What  are  the  waters  which  anfwer  the  tliirft  of  the  foul  after 
hfe,  after  purity,  after  falyation  \  that  refrefh  and  glad  the  heart  of  hinl 
that  drinketh  thereof?  Are  they  not  from  the  pure  river,  cleaV  as  chryftal< 
which  runs  from  the  throne  ?  And  if  the  water  which'  cleanfeth  and  nou- 
rilheth  the  foul  be  fpiritual  5  can  the  flefli  and  blood  (which  falleth  not  fliorf 
of  the  water  in  its  virtues,  properties,  and  operations)  be  inferior  to  it  in 
nature  and  kind?  •         t 

^ery  17.  Can  outward  blood  cleanfe  the  confcience  ?  Ye  tha*  are  fpiriJ 
tual  confiden  Can  outward  water  wa(h  the  foul  clean  ?  Ye  that  have  evei* 
felt  the  blood  of  fprinkling  from  the  Lord  upon  your- confciences,  and  youf 
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cpniciences  cleanfed  tbntkrjr ;  did  je  ever  feel  it  to  be  outward  ?  It  is  one 
thing  what  a  man  apprehends  (in  the.^ay  of  notion)  from  the  letter  con- 
CQ-ning  the  things^or  God,  and  another  thin^  what  a  man  feels  in  Spirit. 

.  ^uery  1 8.  Seeing  the  apoftle  fpeaks  rf  purifying  the  heavenly  things  them- 
fclves,  -fi&M  ix.  23.:  it  woqld  ferioqfly  be  inquired  into,  and  the  Lord 
waited  Ofi,  to  know  what  nature  thefe  {acrifices  muft  be  of,  which  cleanfe  the 
heavenly  things  ?  Whether  they  muft  not  of  neceflity  be  heavenly  ?  If  fo, 
then  whether  was  it  the  fiefli  and  blood  of  the  veil,  or  the  flefh  and  blood 
i;^ithin  the  veil?  Whether  was  it  the  fleQi  and  bloqd  of  the  outward  earthly 
nature,  or  the  flefli  and  bk)od  of  the  inward  fpiritual  nature  ?  Whether  was 
it  the  flefh  ^nd  Wood  which  Chrift  took  of  the  firft  Adam*s  nature,  or  the 
flefli  and  blood  of  the  fecoiid  Adam's  nature  ? 

^ety  19.  What  is  that,  wherein  they  that  are  in  the  Spirit,  behold-  as  in 
a  glafs,  with  open  face,  die  glory  of  the  Lord  ?  Is  it  not  Chrift  ?  And  how 
is  Chrift  fo  ?  Is  it'  not  as  he  is  made  ttutnifeft  in  Spirit  ?  Doth  he  know 
Chrift  aright,  or  believe  in  him  aright,  that  knoweth  him  according  to  hia 
bodily  appearance  (that  can  relate,  and  firmly  believe,  what  he  did  therein) 
or  he  that  knoweth  and  believeth  in  his  Spirit  and  power  ?  Henceforth 
know  we  no  man  after  the  flefli ;  no  not  Chrift  (faith  the  apoflie),  though 
we  have  known  him  {o.  What  meaneth  that  ?  The  fame  thing  may  be 
known  feveral  ways :  outwardly,  inwardly ;  according  to  the  fefl>j  accord- 
ing to  the  Spirit.  Now,  if  ye  arc  of  the  Spirit,  live  in  the  Spirit ;  if  ye 
live  in  the  Spirit,  know  in  the  Spirit  the  things  of  God  alter  the  Spirit^  as 
the  Spirit  reveals,  as  that  -which  is  born  of  God  receives ;  and  not  as  the 
wifdom,  underftanding,  reafon,  and  flefli  of  man  can  receive ;  and  thence 
will  come  into  fellowfliip  with  Chrift,  both  in  his  death  and  refurrefUon, 
and  know  indeed  the  re(urre6tion  both  of  the  life  and  of  the  body :  which 
ta  know,  and  be  able  to  acknowledge  in  Jefus,  is  very  precious. 

^u€fy  20.  Hath  not  Chrift  made  us  kings  and  priefts  to  God,  even  his 
Father  ?  What  is  it  that  is  the  king  and  prieft  in  us  ?  And  if  we  be  priefts, 
muft  we  not  have  fomewhat  to  offer  ?  What  have  we  to  ofier  ?  And  what 
xnakes  our  (acrifices  favoury  and  acceptable  ?  Is  it  not  that  of  his  Spirit, 
that  of  his  life,  which  is  in  them?  Is  it  not  the  faith^  the  love,  the  obe- 
dience (which  arc  all  of  him)  wherein  they  are  offered  ?  If  we  fliould  give 
our  bodies  to  be  burned  (in  the  way  of  teftifying  to  truth),  without  this 
would  they  be  accepted  ?  If  we  give  but  a  cup  of  cold  water  in  this,  is  it 
not  accepted  ? 

Now,  is  the  life,  the  faith,  the  obedience  of  the  Son,  the  thing  which  is 
of  value  in  us  ?  And  was  it  not  the  fame  which  was  of  value  in  him  ? 
What  did  the  Father  require  of  the  Son,  for  fatisfadion  for  Adam's  dif- 
obedience  ?  Was  it  not  the  obedience  of  the  fccond  Adam,  which  weighed 
down  the  tranfgrdfion  and  difobedience  of  the  firft  ?  Doth  not  this  make 
all  righteous  (who  are  of  him,  and  found  in  his  nature),  as  the  tranigreflion 
^f  tmfi]:ft  made  all  imrighteoMS  ?  Rom.  v,  19.    Sacrifice  and  offering  thou 
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wouldft  not  Lo  I  come  to* do  thy  wiU,  O  God !  (He  taketh  away  the  firft, 
that  he  may  eftablifh  thefecond.)  By  the  which  will  we  are  fandified,  thro* 
the  oaring  of  the  body  of  Jefus  Chriit  once  for  all,  Heb.  x.  9^  10.  What 
can  be  plainer  to. that  which  hath  truth's  ear  ?  So,  by  truth  manife£bed  in 
the  heaurt,  there  is  nothing  denied  of  what  is  faid  concerning  Chrift  in 
fcripture,  but  every  thing  owned,  believed,  zfiA  received  in  its  proper 
place. 

^ery  2i«  Who  is  the  captain  of  our  falvation  ?  Who  is  it  that  girdeth 
bimfelf  with  might,  riding  on  conquering  and  to  conquer  all  the  enemies 
of  the  ibul  ?  Is  it  not  the  Lamb  H  Is  it  not  Chrift  ?  Is  it  not  he  whofe  name 
is  called  the  Word  of  God  !  And  yet  how  can,  it  be  he  ?  Is  not  he  to  fit  at 
God's  right  hand,  until  his  enemies  be  made  his  footftool  ? 

^jfify  22.  What  is  the  water  and  Spirit,  whereof  a  man  muft  be  born 
again,  or  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  Is  it  Chrift's  flefh  and  blood 
or  no  i  His  fle(h  faw  no  corruption  *,  and  incorruptible  flefli  and  blood  may 
enter  the  kingdom,  though  corruptible  cannot. 

^uery  2g.  What  did  all  the  types,  veils,  and  fhadows  under  the  law  fig- 
nify  ?  Did.  they  fignify  another  veil  ?  Did  they  fignify  or  fhadow  out  that 
which  was  outward  ?  Or  did  they  (hadow  out  and  fignify  that  inward  life, 
virtue,  and  £iving  powei',  which  was  the  fubftance  of  all  ? 
.  ^uery  24.  Is  not  the  fubftance,  the  life,  the '  anointing  called  Chrift, 
where-ever  it  is  found  ?  Doth  not  the  name  bdong  to  the  whole  body  (and 
every  member  in  the  body)  as  well  as  to  the  head  ?  Are  they  not  all  of 
one ;  yea,  all  one  in  the  anointing  ^  Was  not  this  the  great  defire  of  his 
heart  to  the  Father,  that  they  all  mighti  be  one,  even  aa  the  Father  and 
Chrift  were  one,  John  xvii.  21.  23.  And  fo  beii^  one  in  the  &me  Spirit 
(one  in  the  iame  life,  one  in  the  fame  divine  nature,  2  P€t.  i.  4.  even  par* 
takers  of  God's  holineis,  Heb.  xii.  10.)  Chrift  is  not  afhamed  to  call  them 
brethren,  Heb, .  ii.  11.  nor  is  the  apoftle  afliamed  to  give  them  the  name 
Chrift  tt^therwith  him,  i  Cor.  xii.  12.  The  body  is  the  fame  with  the  - 
head ;  one  and  the  fame  in  nature ;  and  doth  not  the  name  belong  to  the 
nature  in  the  whole  ?  So  that  the  name  is  not  given  to  the  veflel,  but  to  the 
nature,  to  the  heavenly  trealure,  to  that  which  is  of  him  in  the  vcffcl, 
to  that  which  the  Lord  from  heaven  begets  in  his  own  image  and  like- 
neis,  of  his  own  fubftance,  of  his  own  feed,  of  his  own  Spirit  and  pure 
life. 

^ery  25.  What  was  that  live  coal  from  the  altar,  whereby  the  prophet 
Ifaiah's  iniquity  was  taken  away,  and  his  fin  purged  ?  Ifa.  vi.  6,  7.  Can^ 
any  thing  purge  away  fin,  but  the  blood  of  Chrift  ? 

^^ery  26.  What  are  the  leaves  <rf  the  tree  of  life,  which  are  for  the 
healing  of  the  nations  ?  Is  not  Chrift  the  tree  of  life  ?  Is  there  any  other 
tree  of  life  befides  him?  Is  there,  any  other  healer?  And  what  do  thefe 
leaves  of  the  tree  of  life  heal  the  nations  of?  Do  they  not  heal  thera  of 
their  fins,  and  of  the  ficknefies  and  diilempers  of  their  fouls  becaufe  of 
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their  (ias  ?  And  have  the&  kavcs  any  of  th^  Uood  of  ChriQ:  in  them  or 
no? 

^luery  27.  Is  not  Chrift  the  true  vine,  the  true  dUve-tree ;  the  living 
vine,  the  livinsoUve^tree^  the  fpiritual  vine,  the  fpirioial  olive-tree ;  into> 
which  all  the-^ritually-living  ^re  ingrafted  ?  As  the  Father  is  the^hufbami-' 
man  \  (o  is  not  |he  .Son  (h^  v;oe  ?  And  hath  not  this  ipiritual  this  eternal 
vine  in  it  juice  and  fap  of  an  eternal  nature  ?  And  is  not  this  lap  its- 
blood? 

^ry  28.  Is  there  not  z,  choice  vine,  to  whidi  the  £bal  and  ais's  colt  of 
the  feed  of  Judah  is  tied  ?  And  are  not  the  garments  apd  clothes  of  the 
true  Jews  waQied  in  the  wine,  and  in  the  blood  of  the  grapes  of  this  vine  } 
Gen.  xlix.  ii, 

^ery  29.  What  is  that  which  the  earthly  nature  flays  ?  And  what  is  die 
blood  which  the  earthly  nature  (hall  diiclofe,  and  the  flain  which  it  fliall  na 
more  cover  ? 

^ery  30.  What  are  the  robes  which  are  waflied  and  made  white  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb  ?  And  how  axe  they  wafhed  and  made  white  therein  ? 
And  what  is  the  blood  (of  what  nature  ?  eartUy  or  fpiritual  ?)  wherein* 
they  are  wa&ed  and  made  white  ? 

^ery  3 1 .  What  is  it  to  have,  or  bow  come  we  to  have,  feUowihip  with 
Chrift  in  his  death,  and  to  fuflfer  and  be  crucified  with  him  ?  Is  it  by  hav- 
ing our  natural  bodies  crucified  on  die  fanae  crds  of  wood  (or  ibme  fuch«- 
like  one)  as  his  body  was  crucified  on  ?  Or  by  having  the  fleifaly  nature 
crucified,  fubdued,  •  wd  worn  out  of  our  ibuls,  minds^  ipirits,  &a  bf  the 
power  of  the  Spirit?  Rom.  viii.  13.  Now  if  the  flefli  we  are  to  putofiy 
be  of  fuch  a  nature  and  kiod  -,  to  wit,  inwardly  and  fpiritually  corrupt ; 
muft  not  the  fle(h  of  Chrift,  which. we  are  to  put  on  inftead  thettof,  be  1^ 
as  deep,  inward,  and  ipiritual  a  nature  ?  What  is  the  fiefh  whowof  we  are 
to  be  uncloathed,  before  we  can  be  doathed  with  Chrift  ?  Is  it  outward  or 
bodily  ?  And  what  is  Chrift's  flelh  we  are  to  put  on  ?  Is  that  any  more  out- 
ward or  bodily^  than  that  which  we  are  to  put  off? 

^ery  32,  Is  not  the  flelh  and  blood,  which  they  that  have  eternal  life 
feed  on,  and  which  nourilheth  them  up  to  life  eternal  (they  continuing  to 
feed  thereon,  and  not  feeding  afterwards  on  ftrange  fleifa,  and  ftrange 
bk)od)^  I  fay,  is  not  this  flelh  and  blood  Spirit  and  life?  For  that  is  it 
which  profiteth,  John  vi.  63.  Is  it  not  the  flefh  and  blood  of  the  word? 
Was  not  the  word  made  flb(h  ?  And  did  not  the  word,  who  was  made  flelh, 
dwell  and  appear  in  a  tabernacle  of  flefli,  and  caufe  the  glory  of  his  own 
divine  ISefli,  to  Ihine  through  that  earthly  fiefli  ?  Oh !  read  ioA  confider, 
that  ye  who  have  ftumbled  sMid  murmured  againft  the  truth,  mav  ftumble 
or  murmur  no  more,  but  now  at  length  receive  the  pure  and  precious  doc- 
trine thereof  (and  fo  come  to  witne&  the  fulfilling  of  that  promife,  Ifa. 
xxix.  18. — 24.),  and  pr^e  him  who  giveth  underftanding. 
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^^33*  Is  not  the  true  church,  6elh  of  ChrifPs  fltfh,  and  bone  of  hii 
bone  ?  Is  not  the  falfe,  or  antichriftian  church,  flefh  of  antichrift*s  flelh^ 
and  bone  of  antichrift^s  bone  ?  What  is  the  flefh  of  the  fpiritual  whore, 
which  is  to  be  ftripped  naked  and  burnt  with  fire  ?  Shall  ever  the  church, 
which  is  of  Chrift's  flefh,  be  dripped  naked  and  burnt  with  fire  ?  Nay, 
doth  not  his  flefii  make  able  to  abide  the  devouring  fire,  and  to  dweU  with 
the  everlafling  burnings  ? 

^uery  34.  What  is  the  pure  milk  of  the  word,  which  is  milked  t>ut  to  the 
babes  from  the  pure  brean:  ?  And  what  is  the  breaft  from  which  it  is  milked 
out  ?  Is  it  of  the  flefh  of  Chrift  or  no  ? 

^uery  35,  Are  not  the  wicked  of  the  feed  and  flefh  of  the  ferpent?  Is 
not  that  the  body  of  flefli,  of  fin,  of  death,  which  is  to  be  put  off?  And 
are  not  Ihcy  who  are  renewed  in  fpirit,  of  the  feed  and  flefli  of  Chrift  ?  Is 
not  that  the  body  or  garment  of  holinefi,  of  righteoufnefs,  of  life,  which 
is  to  be  put  on  ? 

^ery  36.  Is  it  not  as  nccefl^ary  that  the  eternal  word  be  made  flefli  in- 
wardly, that  fo  the  children  may  feed  on  him,  as  it  was  for  him  to  take  on 
him  an  outward  body  of  flefli,  to  fufier  and  die  for  them,  and  to  fulfil  all 
righteoulhefs,  both  of  the  law  of  the  ktler,  and  of  the  law  of  the 
Spirit  in  ?  • 

^uery  37.  Is  there  not  that  which  fpiritually  Is  called  Sodom  and  Egypt  i 
And  do  not  they  which  dwell  there,  inftead  6f  eating  Chrifli's  flefh,^  and 
drinking  his  blood,  put  his  flefli  to  pain,  crucifying  it  in  and  to  themfeives, 
tramplipg  under  foot  the  Son  oi  God,  and  counting  the  blood  of  the  cove* 
nant  an  unholy  thing  ?  Read  the  figure.  Did.  not  outward  Hrael  fuflfer  in 
outward  Egypt  i  Did  not  juft  Lot  fuSer  in  Sodotn  i  Doth  not  the  fpiritual 
feed  fufier  in  and  by  fpiritual  E^pt  ?  Doth  not  the  flefli  of  the  holy  and 
juft  one  fufkt  iq  and  by  ^iritual  Sodom  ?  . 

^uify  38.  What  is  that  which  the  Gendle-Cbrifikns,  who  are  not  Jews 
inward,  ciroimcifed  in  heart  and  ipirit,  who  know  not  the  inward  temple 
(the  place  of  the  true  Jews  worihip,  where  they  worihip  the  Father  id  Spirit 
and  truth),  but  only  worfliip  in  the  outward  court,  whnrh  God  iiadi  caft  ofi^ 
and  left  out  of  his  meafure.  Rev.  xi.  2.  I  fay.  What  b.  that  holy  city 
whidi  thefe  Genoies  tread  undeif  foot  fortyrO^o  months  ?  Is  it  the  church, . 
which  is  of  the  flefli  and  bones  of  Chrift,  or  no  ? 

He  that  knoweth  the  fubftance,  the  feed  of  the  kingdom,  the  birth  of. 
the  Spirit,  knoweth  the  fieCb  and  Uood  wUch  is  cf  the  feed.  And  this 
lefli  is  flefli  indeed,  this  blood  is  blood  indeed,  even  the  flefh  and  faiood  of 
the  fced*s  n^re*,  but  the  other  was  but  the  flefli  and  blood  of  our  nature, 
which  he  honoured  in  taking  upon  him,  in  which  he  did  the  will,  in  which, 
he  oflferfd  up  the  acceptable  facrifice ;  but  yet  did  not  give  the  honour  from 
his  own  flefn  and  Uood  to  it*  For  the  fleih  and.  bfaod  of.  our  nature,  was 
not  his  own  naturally,  but  only  as  he  pleafcd  to  take  it  upon  him  and. 
make  it  his«    But  that  vhere^  he  formcth  us  (and  which,  he  gveth  us  to 

•  eat. 
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eat  and  drink),  is  the  fieih  and  triobd  of  his  own  nature ;  and  this  was  h: 
wherein  was  the  virtue,  and  wherein  t3  the  virtue,  life,  and  power  for  even 
Happy  !  oh  I  happy  b  he  who  is  of  it,  who  is  uken  out  of  and  formed  of 
him  (as  Eve  was  of  Adam),  and  fo  becomes  flelh  of  his  fldh,  and  bone  of 
his  bone.  Then  will  he  know  the  my ftery  of  life,  feed  on  the  thing  itfelf,  and 
not  ftumble  about  appearances  and  expreflions,  as  thoie  that  are  out  of 
and  from  the  thing  itfelf  do,  through  the  darknefs  of  their  mind,  and  be* 
caiufe  of  their  ignorance  of  the  thing  fpoken  of  in  the  fcriptures. 


An  Incitation  to  Professors  ferioufljr  to  confider. 
Whether  they  or  we  feil,  in  the  true  Acknowledg- 
ment and   Owning  of  the  Christ  which  died  at 

JERUSALEM; 

WE,  who  are  commonly  called  Quakers,  being  a  people  whom  the  ' 
Lord  hath  gathered  (out  of  the  wanderings,  out  of  the  many  pro- 
feffions,  out  of  the  feveral  Scattered  eftates  and  conditions,  wherein  his  eye 
pitied  us,  and  his  love  found  us  out)  into  a  meafure  of  the  eternal  reft ; 
where  we  iiave  found  that  life,  that  power,  that  manifeftation  of  die  eter- 
nal Spirit,  and  that  redeeming  virme^  which  we  never  were  before  diftinft- 
)y  acquainted  with ;  I  fay^  having  tafted  of  this,  having  known  this,  ha^ng 
felt  this,  and  come  to  a  real  enjoyment  of  it,  in  fome  degree,  in  our  feve- 
ral  me^ures;  we  could  not  poffibly  conceal  this  treafure,  but  in  bowels 
of  love  (and  in  the  movings  of  the  life  and  power  of  the  Spirit)  have  been 
drawn  to  teftify  of  it  to  riiem  who  are  left  behind,  groveling  under  the 
burthen  of  corruption,  and  crying  out  becaufe  of  the  fin  and  bondage 
from  the  powers  of  darknefs,  who  have  in  a  mift  with-held  their  eyes  from 
beholding  that  livings  virtue,  which  is  able  to  fave  (flfnd  doth  fave,  blefled 
be  his  name)  therefrom.  J 

Now  this  we  have  often  foimdi  That  this  our  teftimony  hath  not  beer( 
received  in  the  fame  Spirit  and  love  wherein  it  hath  gone  forth ;  but  the 
enemy  (by  hb  fubtilty)  hath  rai&d  up  jealoufies  concerning  us,  and  pre- 
judices againft  us,  as  if  we  denied  dw  fcriptures  and  ordinances  of  God, 
and  that  Chrift  that  died  at  Jerufalem  *,  profefling  him  only  in  words  (to 
win  upon  others  by),  but  denying  him  in  reality  and  fubftance. 

To  clear  this  latter  (for  my  heart  is  only  at  this  prefent  drawn  out  con- 
cerning that),  we  hare  folemnly  profefled,  in  the  fight  of  the  Lx)rd  God 
(who  hath  given  us  the  knowlrage  of  his  Son  in  life  and  power)  thefetwa 
things. 

Firft, 
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7iiA»  That  we  do  rei%  in  our  hearta  own  that  Chrift^  who  came  in  die 
jfulndTs  of  time,  in  that  prepared  body,  to  do  the  Father's  will  (his  coining 
into  the  world,  dodrine^  miracles,  fufierings,  death,  refurre&ion,  &c.)  iit 
plainneis  and  fimplicity  of  heart,  according  as  it  is  expreiled  in  the  letter 
of  the  icriptures. 

Secondly,  That  we  own  no  other  Chrift  than  that,  nor  hold  forth  n» 
other  thing  for  Chrift,  but  him  who  then  appeared,  and  was  made  manifeft* 
in  0e{h. 

Now  it  would  be  nakedly  encjuirqd  into  by  profeflbrs,  what  is  the  reafon 
that  their  jealoufies  ftill  remam  concerning  us,  and  why  they  are  ftill  ib 
ready  to  caft  this  upon  us  ?  Certainly  if  they  did  know  and  own  the  fame 
thing  with  us  (in  the  Spirit,  and  in  the  power,  in  the  life,  and  in  the  love, 
which  is  of  the  truth)  this  prejudice  and  thefe  hard  thoughts  could  not  re- 
main. But  if  they  themfelves  do  not  know  Chrift  in  the  Spirit  (but  only  ac- 
cording to  a  relation  of  the  letter)  no  marvel  though  they  mifs  both  of  the 
Spirit,  and  of  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  letter ;  and  likewife  be 
liable  to  clalh  againft  the  truth,  as  it  is  made  manifeft  in  others. 

And  indeed  the  Lord  hath  (hewn  me  in  Spirit  feveral  times,  that  they 
themfelves  are  guilty  of  that  very  charge  (and  that  he  will  fo  implead  them  at 
his  judgment-feat)  which  they  caft  upon  us,  even  of  denying  that  Chrift 
3vhich  died  at  Jerufalem  to  be  the  Chrift.  For  he  that  owneth  the  words  of 
fcripture,  as  he  apprehends  or  conceives  them  in  the  reafoning^  of  his 
mind,  and  doth  not  wait  to  have  them  revealed  in  the  Spirit,  keeping  out 
of  his  own  reafonings  and  conceivings,  and  waiting  patiently  till  (he  Lord 
open  the  thing  in  the  Spirit,  he  fetteth  up  his  own  conceivings,  or  an 
image  in  his  mind,  of  the  mind  of  the  Spirit,  but  mifteth  of  the  thing  it- 
felf,  which  alone  is  known  In  the  Spirit,  by  them  who  wait  upon  the  Spirii^ 
there  to  receive  it,  and  are  not  hafty  to  fet  up  their  own  reafonings  and 
imaginations  concerning  the  thing  in  die  mean  ume. 

No  man  can  in  truth  call  Jefus  die  Lord  but  by  the  Spirit.  But  any  maa 
that  is  any  thing  ferious,  and  weighs  the  fcriptures  in  the  natural  part,  may 
io  learn  to  acknowledge  his  coming  into  the  world,  and  that  he  is  Lord  and 
king,  ^€.  and  may  thus  call  him  Lord,  yea,  and  kindle  a  great  hent  in 
his  afiedions  towards  him ;  but  all  this  (out  of  the  life,  out  of  the  Spirit)  is 
but  man's  image,  which  he  forms  in  his  mind,  in  his  reading  the  fcrip- 
tures, and  obferving  things  therefrom.  But  the  true  calling  Jefus  Lonl, 
is  from  the  feeling  of  his  eternal  virtue  in  the  Spirit,  and  finding  the  fcrip* 
tures  opened  to  him  by  the  Spirit,  in  a  principle  which  is  above  the  reaibn, 
comprehends  the  reafon,  and  confounds  and  brings  it  to  nothing. 

•Again;  there  is  no  true  knowledge  of  Chrift,  no  living  knowledge,  no  faving 
Jcnowledge,  no  knowledge  which  hath  the  eternal  virtue  in  it ;  but  that  which 
is  received  and  retained  in  a  meafure  of  light  given  by  God  to  the  creature^ 
in  the  faith  which  is  the  gift,  in  the  grace  which  is  fupernatural  and  fpritual ; 
.whereas  the  reafonine  part  is  but  natural.    And  fuch  as  have  received  the 
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fpiritoal  tmderiVanding,  know  it  t»  be  diftimft  from  .die  natova! ;  Aiid  we 
experimentally  find  a  very  cteflr  diftiii£tton^  between  fcriptures  feorchcd  out 
by  the  reafonings  of  the  mitid  (and  fo  pradices  drawn  dierefixMn)  and  fcrip<» 
tares  opened  fc^  the  Spirit^  and  fek  ^  die  life. 

Now  that  profeflbrs  generally  have  not  received  their  knoniodg^  of  Chrift 
£rom  the  Spirit,  or  from  fcriptu^s  opened  in  the  Spirk  (and  lb  know  not 
die  thing,  but  only  fuch  a  relaitidn  of  the  thmg  as  mm*8  reafoning  part 
may  drink  in  from  the  letter  of  the  fcriptures)  is  manifeil  by  this^  in  that 
diey  ftre  not  able  in  ^irtt  and  underftuding  to  diftinguifli  the  thing  itfelf 
fiom  the  giument  wiiarewidi  it  Wiui  dotdied,  though  the  fcriptures  be  very 
exprefs  thertb.  Speak  of  Chrill  according  to  a  rehtcion  of  the  letter, 
there  they  can  fay  fotnewhtft  \  but  come  to  the  fobftance,  come  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  thing,  com(s  to  the  tiling  itiklf,  there  they  flutter  and  ftamnfier^  and 
ihew  plakily  that  t)iey  kfiow  not  wkat  it  is. 

Now  the  fcriptures  do  expreflV  diftinguiih  between  Chrift  and  the  gar- 
ment which  he  wore ;  between  Him  that  came,  and  the  body  in  which  he 
came  \  between  the  fablbmOc  which  was  veiled,  and  th^  veil  which  veiled 
it.  Lol  Ic$mt\  tf  body  bitft  fhufrepared  mi.  There  is  pUunly  he,  and  the 
body  in  H^hich  he  cantie.  There  was  the  outward  vefiel,  and  the  inward 
life.  This  we  certuiily  know,  and  can  never  call  the  bodily  garment  Chrift^ 
but  dUK  whidi  appeared  and  dwelt  in  the  body.  Now  if  ye  indeed  know 
the  Chrift  of  God,  tell  us  plainly  what  that  is  which  appeared  in  the  body  ? 
Whether  that  w«s  not  the  Chrift  befete  it  took  up  the  body,  after  it  ¥xk 
up  the  body,  and  for  ever  ? 

*  And  then  their  confining  of  Chrift  to  that  body,  plainly  mahifefteth  that 
diey  waht  the  knoiriedgeof  him  in  fpirit.  For  jChrift  is  die  Son  of  the  Fa- 
ther ;  he  is  the  infinite  eternal  being.  One  with*  the  Father,  and  with  the 
Spirit  and  cannot  be  divided  6x>m  ekher ;  cannot  be  any^where  where  they 
are  not,  nor  can  be  excluded  from  any.  place  where  they  are.  He  may 
ttke  upabody,  and  ^ippear  in  it;  but  cannot  be  confined  to  be  no-where 
tUe.  but  there;  no,  not  at  the  Vefy  time  while  he  is  there.  Chrift,  while 
he  was  here  on  cfarth,  yet  was  tndt  deluded  from  being  in  heaven  with  the 
Father  at  the  very  fame  time;  2is  he  himfelf  feud  concerning  himfelf,  Tie 
SoH  of  maHy  which  is  in  heaven^  John  iii.  1 3.  Nor  was  the  Fadier  ea^luded 
from  being  with  him  in  the  body ;  but  the  Father  was  in  him,  and  he 
ih  the  Father:  whereupon  he  faid  to  Philip,  He  that  haibfeen  me^  hathfien 
the  Pedberj  What!  did  every  one  that  few  that  body,  fee  the  Father  atfo? 
Nay,  not  fo;  but  he  dlat  few  Chrift,  the  Son  "of  the  living  God,  whom 
flelh  and  blood  revealed  not,  but  the  Father  only  (MatL  xvi.  i6»  17.)  he 
Ihw  the  Father  alfo. 

O  Friends !  kxdc  to  your  knowledge  of  Chrift,.  and  to  your  faith  and  know- 
ledge <rf  the  fcriptures,  «id  to  your  prayers  alfo ;  for  it  is  eafy  miffing  of 
the  living  fubftancein  allthcfe,  and  meeting  with  a  (hadow;  which  may  pleafe 
and  make  a  great  fliew  m  the  earthly  part,  in  the  nannral  underftaading  mnA 
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but  iatisfieth  not  the  foul,  or  that  which  is  born  after  the  Spirit, 
but  ftill  the  cry  there  goes  out  (where  the  foul  is  ^w^kened)  after  truths  fub- 
ftance,  life,  virtue  from  God's  Spirit  in  the  (pint,  which  it  adone  can  feed 

upon. 
Thefe  feur  things  fefowing  I  am  oartaki  of;  which  he  that  comedi  into 

|he  true  Usht,  ftaU  tqfidlibly  ^liperifiice  them  there. 

Firft,  That  nothing  can  lave  but  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  even  of  that 
very  Chrift,  and  no  other,  who  took  upon  him  the  prepared  body,  and 
offered  it  up  at  Jerufiilem. 

Secondly,  That  no  knowledge  of  Chrift  can  fave  but  the  living  know- 
ledge. Not  a.knowMge  of  him  after  the  letter  (which  the  qirn^  pait 
may  get  much  of,  and  vahii^  itfi^f  much  by),  but'a  knowledge  of  him  in  t^ 
Spirit ;  which  is  only  given  to  that  which  as  begotten  and  bom  of  the  Spirit^ 
and  only  retained  by  that  which  ^bi^e?  ^nd  remains  in  the  Spirit,  and  rtui^ 
not  out  into  the  fleflUy  reafonings,  imfgyii^gs,  and  conceivings,  al^t  thp 
things  mentioned  in  the  fcripturos. 

Thurdly,  Th^t  that  m^  who  ki^ov^eth  not  Chrift  iQ  fpirit,  nor  keepietji 
clofe  tQ  him  in  fpirit  \  but  (through  dvkqefs  and  ipifguidance  of  the  ^ini: 
of  deceit)  q^th  the  fhinings  pf  hi^  light  (his  reproofs,  his  clicks  for  th^t 
'  ^hich  is  evil,  and  hi^  Ceicret  motk^ns  tQ  that  "^M^^  is  good)  natural-,  t^is 
man,  though  he  feem  to  own  .Chrii^  ever  fo  nmqh  af;cording  to  the  letter, 
yet  in  truth  denies  hiip. 

Fourthly,  JE^e  i;hat  denje^  Chrift  (in  his  knocjk;ings  and  viftutions  of  him 
jn  his  own  heart,  and  before  men  in  the  ^uths  y^^ich  he  ;hQl^s  forth  by  his 
(^rvants  ^ml  miners  of  his  Spirit)  him  will  he  ^eny  before  his  Father  i^  hea- 
ven. 

Oh !  I  b^ech  yqu  ^o  not  trif}e  about  thefe  fhings  (for  they  are  e^cee4- 
ing  weighty)  left  y^  p^riih  from  the  way!  Fqr  mi^ipgof  the  SaViour,  ye 
muft  needs  alfo  mifs  olf  the  lalvation.  Oh !  thlt  ^e  Hnew  your  ftate^  as  Gq^ 
knows  it  to  be9  ^nd  as  it  is  certainly  knowp  and  felt,  jn  the  n^eafure  of  his 
life  and  Holy  Spirit,  by  thole  which  Qod  hath  gathered  thith(;r,  ^nd  Y^h<>^ 
eyes  he  h;ith  <^ened»  and  preferveth  open  there  \  gjory  be  to  his  name 
therefore  :  yu^  glory ^  gl^^  glory ^  md  iverhftit^  $r4fis  P^fu»g  ^0  Hmfkraugbr , 
^t  all  the  My  land ;  yea^  in  $he  very  bpghts  ^f  Siqu,  hy  fife  fouls  of  tie  rei- 
demid^  frim  hencefttrtb  imdfor  enmfme^  Am^ :  ^ofi  msr/iy^  iove^  XT^^y  wi/^ 
domy  power  J  and  rich  goodnefs  remaineth  and  enduretb  for  ever  •,  by  and  in  wbicfp 
the  rede^m^  true  to  bis  fraife^^  %vbo  bave  ovfrcotne  by  tbe  blood  ^  tipe  L^mij 
^»bofe  blood  they  knm  wbat  it  i>,  anid  nqne^slfe  knmitb  it^  bift  tbey  who  feel 
tbejprinkling  and  virtue  of  it.  Lo  I  tbis  is  our  God^  we  bave  fwaitedfor  ifw, 
a^d  bo^  (0H  we  but  be  glad^  and  re/oice  in  bis  falvation !  Ob !  1st  all  that  live 
by  tbe  brmb  oftbypo^er^  and  drink  of  tby  fireams^  ^PgP^^^fi  W^^  ^^?^>  ^ 
e^ls  tby  great  and  wwderffd  n^me  for  ever  and  eifpr. 
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Some  Profositions  and  Considerations  concerning 
the  Nature  of  Church- Wormips  and  Ordinances  fince 
the  Days  of.  the  Apoftles,  for  the  fake  of  the  Simpli- 
city which  hath  been  long  held  captive  therein. 

HE  that  would  know  the  true  ftate  of  the  church,  and  opdinances 
thereof,  muft  wait  upon  God  in  fear  and  humility  of  heart,  who  alone 
is  able  to  give  the  true  knowledge  and  underftanding  of  thefe  things.  And 
he  that  cometh  to  the  Spirit,  waiteth  in  tHe  Spirit,  and  receivcth  the  true 
light  from  the  Spirit,  he  (hall  be  able  to  meafure  ages  and  generations  paft 
as  with  a  {pan,  and  fee  clearly  (in  that  light)  how  things  were  before  the 
apoftafy,  how  while  the  church  was  in  the  wildernefs,  and  how  things  (hall 
be  again  after  thcf  apoftafy,  ^hen  the  ehurch  cometh  out  of  the  wilder-^ 
nefs.  She  herfelf  is  the  fame  in  all ;  but  her  ftate  is  different,  according 
to  the  wifdom  and  good  jdeafure  of  him  who  varioufly  difpofeth  Of  hen 
One  while  fhe  is  cloathed,  appearing  in  the  beauty  and  glorious  drefs  which 
the  Lord  had  put  upon  her.  Another  while  fhe  is  ftripped  of  her  outward 
garments,  and  the  harlot  dreflfed  therewith,  and  appearing  therein^  After 
which  feafon  fhe  is  adorned  again  as  glonoufly  (if  not  more  glorioufly)  than 
before  •,  but  whether  ever  fhe  appears  more  in  thofc  garments  wherein  the 
harlot  had  been  dreffed,  and  wherein  fhe  had  long  appeared  (even  all  the 
time  of  the  apoftafy)  the  Lord  wolild  be  inquired  of,  and  waited  on  to 
know.  Now  to  help  the  tender  and  upright  hearts  towards  the  true  fenfe 
of  thefe  things,  the  Propofitions  and  Confiderations  following  are  given 
forth,  which  he  that  fincercly  waiteth  on  the  Lord,  from  him  may  receive 
the  true  underftanding  and  right  acknowledgment  of. 

r.  That  upon  the  coming  of  Chrifl,  and  the  change  of  that  outward 
covenant,  the  diftin£tion  between  the  outward  Jpw  and  Gentile  fell,  they 
becoming  all  one,  as  in  relation  to  Chrift ;  and  then  another  diftinAion 
arofe  in  relation  to  the  faith,  believers  becoming  Jews  now,  and  unbelievers 
Gentiles, 

2.  That  thefe  true  arid  inward  Jews  had  not  only  the  inward  faith,  the 
life,  the  power,  the  /  Spirit  -,  but  alfo  a  miniftry,  ordinances,  and  gifts  of 
the  Spirit  relating  to  their  prefent  ftate. 

3.  That  there  was  a  time,  after  a  long  and  fharp  fight  between  the  true 
ininifters,  who  appeared  in  the  true  light  and  power  of  the  true  ^irit,  and 
the  falfe  minifters,  who  alio  appeared  as  minifters  of  righteoufnefs,  and  as 
in  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  but  were  not  fuch  indeed,  but  inftru^cd  by  Sa- 
tan to  transform  thenifelyes  into  a  refemblance  and  liliipneis  of  minifters  of 

righteoufne^ : 
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iig;hte6i!fnd6 : 'for  though  they  faid  thefwere  apoftles,  and  feemed  foin 
appearance ;  yet  their  fpirit  (bieing  tried)  was  found  not  to  be  the  Spirit 
of  the  apdlles*:  I  fay,  there  was  a  time^  when  there  was  a  divifion  (or  fepar 
ration)  made,  between  the  inward  temple  and  the  outward  court. 

4.  That  when  thik  divifion  was  made,  the  outward  court  was  given  to  the 
Gentiles ;  not  any  longer  feierved  by  God  for  the  true  worshippers,  who 
wor(hip  in  Spirit  and  truth ;  but  ^iven  to  the  unbelievers,  the  worihippers 
out  or  the  true  faith,  the  worihippers  out  of  the  Spirit,  and  out  of  the 
life.  > 

5.  That  henceforward  (fince  this  feparation)  the  believers,  or  true  Jews, 
are  not  to  be  expected  in  the  outward  court  (in  the  worihip  thereof,  wherein 
they  were  found  before  this  feparation),  but  the  unbelievers,  the  Gendles 
(who  have  not  the  true  nature,  but  at  be(i  but  the  appearance  of  the  Jew) 
are  to  be  expefted  there,  ^  and  the  true  Jew  is  to  be  looked  tor  and  found 
more  inward* 

« 

6.  That  therefore  which  allureth  to  look  iox  God  there,  and  to  wait  for 
him  in  the  ways  and  worfhips  of  this  time  of  the  feparadon,  is  not  the  true 
Spirit  (which  ri^tly  guideth  th^  fimplie  heart  to  the  place  where  God  ap- 
pears, and  where  he  is  to-  be  waited  for) ;  but  the  wrong  fpirit,  who,  when 
he  cannot  f^ifle  the  (implicity,  'and  hinder  it  from  breathing  and  feeking  af- 
ter God,  waits  to  draw  afidi  -and,  miflead  it. 

7.  That  die  great  way  of  that  fpirit's  mifggidii^  and  mifleading  the  ho^ 
neft  heart,  m  its  breathing  and  loi^ng  ftate,  is  iiot  by  a  dired  taking  it  off 
from  fedcing  after  God ;  but  rather  by  pointing  it  to  a  way  to  feek  him  in, 
wherein  he  once  appeared,  and  wa$  enjoyed)  but  is  now  withdrawn  from. 

8.  He  that  will  keep  clofe  to  God,  and  not  be  withdrawn  from  him, 
muft  watch  to  his  Spirit,  and  know  the  leadings  of  it,  elfe  he  will  not  fol- 
low the  Lamb  whitherfoever  he  goes ;  but  flay  behind  in.  fome  obfervation 
or  pradice  which  the  Lanib  is  gone  out  (^;  and  fo  mifs  of  his  leader,  and 
meet  (inftead  thereof)  with  another  leader,.,  even  the  fpirit  of  antichrift,  who 
enters  into  the  outward  court,,  and  outward  practices,,  fo. loon  as  ever  the 
Spirit  of  God  hath  le&  them. 

9.  That  God's  people,  fince  his  withdrawing  inward,  and  giving  the 
outward  court  to  the  Gentiles,  have  been  much  deceived  by  the  antichriftian 
^irit,  and  led  captive  into  Babylon;  inibmuch  as  God,  when  he  cometh  to 
overthrow  antichrift:,  with  the  Babylon  of  his  building,  finds  them  there,  and 
calls  tbem  out  from,  thence.  For  the  light  growing  low,  and  the  deceit 
grear,  and  the  fpirit  fubtil ;  how  can  the  poor,  weak,  innocent  babe  efpy 
that  fpirit,  and  efcape  his  fnares,  when  he  tempts  to  thofe  very  paths  and 
ways  <rf  worihip  wherein  the  faints  had  walked  and  met  with  God,,  before  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  departed  out  of  them  and  gave,  them  up  to  the  Genr 
tiles?- 

10.  That  ther^  is  danger  to  the  people  of  God  of  not  underftanding,  his 
call  out  of  Babyion,  but  abiding  there,,  through  the  fubtil.  entanglements  of 

th< 
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the  faife  r^Mrit)  wild  bewkcheth  tyAAi  die  oip  of  fbrmcatbn)  to  nvdce  Bt« 
bybn  appear  a$  Sion,  her  do6trine3  as  the  truths  of  the  ^pSfpA^  her  oidi- 
mfiCes  ^d  ways  of  worihip  as  the  trae  ordinances  and  ways  of  wor&ip.  For 
the  deceit  is  eitee^ding  deep,  and  the  myftery  of  iniquirf  ytrj  great»  teikm^ 
ing  the  heart  ebfe  which  the  Lord  is  drawmg  to  depait  therefram ;  and  if 
the  Lord  God  is  not  ftrong  and  vi^lant,  who  judgcch  the  vhore,  (he  wouB 
ftiH  keep  her  hold  of  the  heart ;  and  if  the  heart  be  not  kept  vttj  clofe  to 
the  Lord  in  the  judgment,  it  cannoc  come  out  of  Babylon,  bot  wUl  ftiU 
be  entangled  and  held  in  fome  part  or  other  of  the  myftery  of  its  deceit. 

1 1^  Such  of  the  people  of  God  as  do  not  wait  to  underftand  and  receive 
the  foil  call,  and  fo  do  not  follow  dte  Lotxl  perfe^y  out  of  diat  city  of 
abommations^  l3ut  bylier  fubtllties,  and  inward  and  outward  withcrafts,  are 
held  captive  therein,  and  foond  in  any  part  thereof  when  the  Lotd  cometh 
to  judge  her ;  fuch  muft  partake  of  the  plagues  from  die  hand  of  die  Lord« 
who  will  not  fpare  her,  nor  the  ipirits  of  his  deareft  people  who  are  found 
diere,  in  the  day  of  his  vifitadon  and  righteous  judgments* 

Therefore  come  out  of  her,  come  out  of  her,  O  ye  that  love  your  fouls, 
and  the  pure  preibnce  and  froAi  light  of  God^s  countenance !  Ye  that 
know  what  it  is  to  p^ovokfc  him  to  jeabuiV,  and  fear  the  weight  of  his  hand 
upoi  your  i^rits ;  ye  that  \wt  die  holy  land,  the  holy  dty,  and  temple  of 
the  living  God,  oh !  come  out  G)f  that  Mpuve  buSding,  that  fle&ly  build- 
ing, thofe  flefhly  ways  and  worihips  which  that  ijpirit  adornedi,  to  make 
them  appear  as  if  they  were  iptrituaL  Oh !  depatt  ye,  depart  ye,  out  of 
yout  new  removes ;  for  they  are  alfe  pofluted,  and  not  your  reft »  fa^c  fhact 
of  that  wherein  the  T«ft,  the  peace,  i^  prefenoe  of  the  Lord  of  life  is  folt 
by  others,  and  to  be  found  b^  you* 

And  coiifider  this,  tf  ever  ye  will  come  to  the  holy  dty,  which  was  once 
built  in  the  days  6f  the  apeftles,  but  (finoe  the  dimOon  of  it  item  the  out- 
ward court)  hath  been  trodden  down,  and  trampled  under  die  foet  of  the 
unbelievers,  even  whQe  they  have  been  worfliippins  in  the  outward  couft 
(whk:h  God  once  built  and  choTe,  but  afterwards  wimdrew  his  Spirit  fiom, 
and  gave  up  to  the  unbelievers ;  I  fay,  if  ever  you  will  come  to  this  holy 
city,  the  holy  land  wherem  it  is  bulit,  and  the  rholy  hiU  whereon  it  was 
founded,  ye  muft  pals  through  the  wildemefs,  be  exerdfed  in  the  wikler- 
nefs,  even  till  ye  are  fitted  for  it  •,  and  not  ftrive  to  raife  up  a  boikitng  your- 
selves in  the  likenefs  <^  it  \  but  wait  till  God  hath  hewn  and  prqiared  the 
^ones  by  his  Spirit,  imd  tkeo  (by  the  (kill  of  the  Sphit)  buikl  up  hb  Sion 
again. 

Therefore,  in  the  fear  of' the  Lord,  confider  ferioufly,  meekly,  hunibly, 
and  brokenly,  that  the  Lotd  may  manifeft  your  prefont  ftate  attl  coadtdon 
i»ito  you,  'whedier  ye  have  not  ened  in  thefe  things  as  well  as  others,  and 
have  not  caufe  to  repent  of  your  forwardnels  herein,  and  to  acknowledge 
that  your  buildings  have  been  raifed  in  the  forwardnefs  of  your  own  fpirits, 
and  in  die  confidence  of  yourreafonings  upon  fcripture-wordfe,  widiout  fo^ 

ing 
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ing  the  prdence  (guidance  and  holy  power)  of  God's  Spirit  railing  up  the 
foundation  of  many  generations,  and  rearing  his  own  pure  houie  upon  lua 
own  holy  mountain. 

In  the  Lord's  hand  is  the  time  and  &afon  of  building  his  own  houfe.  S 
David,  though  hia  defire  was  approved,  yet  might  not  build  the  outward 
temple  in  the  time  of  his  choice ;  but  God's  time  and  feafini  w^  to  be 
waked  for,  both  for  the  firft  builcUng,  and  for  the  rebuilding  of  it.  There 
is  likewife  a  fealbn  for  the  rebuilding  of  fpiritual  Sion,  after  the  long  captivity 
it  in  myftery  Babylon.  Now  he  that  is  forward,  building  before  the  time 
and  feafan  cdf  the  Spirit,  buildeth  withoiit  the  Spirit,  and  his  building  is  not 
of  the  %irit,  but  of  the  nature  of  Babylon,  which  is  whoUy  to  be  departed 
from,  and  IdEt  behind,  in  the  foul's  travels  jind  proflp:e(s  towards  Sion  x  and 
whatever  is  of  the  nature  of  Babylon,  xdx&  at  leqgth  faU  with  Babylon  (in 
the  day  of  her  terrible  judgment)  if  the  Lord  in  mercy  do  not  0uike  it,  and 
caufe  it  to  faH  before. 

therefiure,  O  all  profefibrs !  aws^e  out  of  the  flefh  and  aU  £le&ly  rear 
ftinings,  into  the  Spirit  of  life ;  and  examine  there  both  your  inward  and 
omward  faufldings,  diut  your  lofs  be  not  great,  and  your  anguijlh  unutter- 
able in  the  day  of  the  Lord,  when  all  thofe  buildings,  which  u^  raiied  apd 
'piderved  in  the  pure  life  and  power,  &all  flune  in  the  beauty  and  elorjr  of 
God's  Sjprit,  ami  the  greateft  glory  of  flefh  and  fielhly  buildings  ^^  vA 
wither* 


The  Sounding  of  Bowels  towards  thee,  O  EnglandI 

EA  R  L  Y*  in  the  morning,  on  die  26th  day  of  the  Six^  Mcmth^  1^60, 
this,  in  the  &efhnefs  wi.quick  ienfe  of  life,  i|va^  up  in  ii^y  heart 
again  and  again.  O  England,  England,  England !  how  good  had  it  been 
i&  thee,  that  thou  faadfb  known  and  walked  tn  the  way  of  peoc^  I 

There  is  a  way  of  peace  for  perfiios  and  nations  to  know  and  walk  in  \ 
fane  every  periim  and  nation^dothoot  knDw  and  waUs:  in  this  ^^^^  but  rather 
in  the  rway  of  trouble. 

Queft.  What  is  the  mvf  €fpiace? 

jhijw.  It  is  the  way  of  the  :pQre  wi£lo«,  the  way  of  die  lii^t  and 
guidance  of  God*s  Spine,. ftooi  jwhopi  the  cceatucercaine,  and  i>y  whom 
ak)ne  it  can  be  rightly  ordered  .He  tbatwaitethon  himifQr.€QUoibl,he  i^t 
Aifa}ea:cth  to,  and  walketh  in  his  comi&l,  he  wfdketh  in  the.isay  .of  [K^e. 

Queft.  Jflifat  is  the  way  of  trouble  ? 

Anfw.  The  way  of  a  man's  own  wifdom  and  counfel.  For  a  man  op  nation 
to  do  that  which  is  right  in  their  own  eyes.  This  is  the  ^jqr  cif  ncian,  where- 
by he  thinks  to.  eftablifh  himfelf,  and  put  an  end  to  his  trouUes  ^  but  he 
errs  therein,  as  in  the  end  he  Hill  finds  to  his  woe.  .    Now^ 
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•  _  _ 

Now,  O  England !  confider ;  haft  diou  has  the  guidance  of  God  ?  Hath 
the  light  which  4iath  guided  thy  fteps  been  lighted  by  him,  or  by  his  and 
thy  foul's  enemy  ?  For  there  is  a  fpirit  (of  a  contrary  nature  to  God)  near 
than,  which  he  f&ddenly  takech  counfel  of,  when  his  heart  is  not  acquainted 
with,  nor  receive th  counfel  of  the  Lord.  And  this  counielior  is  the  de- 
ftroyer  both  of  peribns  and  nations,  leading  them  in  ways  of  ruin  and  fub* 
verfion,  under  an  appearance  of  being  the  proper  ways  of  peace  and  fet- 
dement. 

It  is  true  of  nations,  as  well  as  perfons,  that  what  they  fow,  that  fliall 
tliey  alfo  reap.  God  meafureth  out  their  time  unto  them,  and  when  that 
is  over,  his  time  of  judging  and  pleading  with  them  comes.  And  woe  is 
then  unto  them  who  have  a£ted  in  their  own  wilk  and  wifdoms,  out  of  the 
pure  counfel  and  fear  of  the  LcH'd,  wherein  they  ihould  ha^re  flood  and 
oeen  guided. 

It  is  a  day  of  trouble  and  diftrefe.  The  weight  of  the  iniquity  of  this  na- 
tion  begins  to  be  felt  upon  it.  Oh !  let  every  one  fearch  and  bow  before 
the  Lord,  under  his  righteous  judgments !  that  there  may  be  no  going  on 
in  that  which  bringeth  and  wifi  increafe  the  judgment ;  but  a  turning  to- 
wards that  whioh  intercedes,  and  opens  the  iprings  of  mercy. 

Two  things  lie  heavy  on  this  nation ;  to  wit,  a  running  on  in  tranf- 
greffions  of;  ieveral  kindsag  ainft  the  Lord  (forgetting  his  tender  mercies,  with 
the  days  of  former  diftrefs)  and  an  afflicting  others  whom  he  loves,  and  hath 
led,  and  is  leading  out  of  tranfgreflion.  Oh !  that  thefe  things  might  come 
to  an  end,  that  the  anger  of  ihe  Lord  might  ceafe,  and  the  ways  of  his 
judgments  and  pleading  with  this  nation  be  ftopped ;  for  who  can  ftand  be- 
fore him  when  he.rifeth  up  in  controverfy  againft  them  ? 

'There  is  but  one  eye  which  can  rightly  lee  the  hand  and  jiidgments  of 
the  Lord  -,  yea,  it  pleafeth  the  Lord  fo  to  manage  them,  that  only  the  eye 
which  is  of  him  may  fee  them.  Maa  muft  be  taken  in  his  wifdonri,  and 
caught  in  the  fnare  of  his  own  underftanding.  He  that  will  fee  the  things 
of  God,  the  ways  of  God,  the  counfels  of  God^  the  love  and  fweetnefs  of 
God  (yea,  the  very  judgments  of  God)  muft  receive  from  him  the  eye  that 
feeth  them.  Oh !  that  men  might  feel  after,  and  come  into,  that  wherein 
they  might  be  pitied,  and  fjiar^  fay  their  Maker.  Man  muft  bow;  that 
which  is  of  God  in  man  (which  hath  long  lain  under  oppreflion)  muft  be 
exalted.  It  is  the  day  of  his  power,  aitd  he  -^nll  reign  m  it. .  Oh !  happy 
they  that  bow  to  his  fcepter/aodkifs  the  (hinings  ot  his  %ht  (even  the 
Iharpeft  rebukes  of  it  in  tbeir  hearts)  that,  they  may  turn  ftoai^  aod  travel 
out  of,  the  darknefs  (where  is  death,  deftrudion,  and  mifery,  even  in  all 
the  counfel^  and  ways  of  it),/  aiid  come  into  unity  with  that  which  is  pulre, 
and  live. 

r 
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wherdn  eternal  Life  is  witnefled,  by  thofe  who  are 
born  thereof,  and  walk  therein. 

THERE  muft  be  fomcwhat  let  down  from  God  into  a  man's  heart,  to 
change  his  heart,  and  redeem  it  to  God,  or  he  cannot  be  faved.  He 
muft  receive  a  feed,  be  born  of  a  new  and  incorruptible  feed,  or  he  cannotr 
be  renewed  from  his  corrupt  nature  and  ftate.  He  muft  be  born  of  water 
andGod's  Spirit,  or  he  cannot  enter  into  God's  kingdom. 

Now  this  is  the  true  religion  -,  namely,  to  expenence  and  be  fubjeA  to 
that  power  which  redeems  to  God ;  which  breaks  the  power  of  the  wicked- 
one  in  the  heart,  iirft  cafting  him  out,  and  then  taking  pofleQion  of  the 
veflei,  and  filling  it  with  the'  holy  treafure. 

Queft.  Bui  hew  may  a  man  meet  with  fuch  a  thing  as  this? 

Anfw.  The  fcripture  (which  gives  a  faithful  teftimony  concerning  the  • 
truth)  faith,  Chrift,  the  Word  of  faith  which  the  apoftles  preached,  is 
nigh.  Infbmuch  as  a  man  need  not  fay,  who  (hall  go  up  -  or  down  to 
fetch  it  ?  But  what  faith  it  ?  T!he  word  is  nigh  thee^  in  thy  mouthy  and  in  thy 
heart.  This  is  that  which  reconciles  to  God,  cutting  down  and  flaying  the 
enmity  by  the  power  of  the  crofs,  and  bringing  up  the  feed.  This  is  the 
adverfary  in  the  way  of  the  finner,  which  he  that  maketh  peace  with  (hall 
be  remitted  all  his  trefpafles  paft,  and  find  power  and  ftrength  agairift  fin 
for  the  time  to  come,  as  he  is  gathered  into,  and  brought  forth  in  his  pure 
life  and  nature. . 

Qucft.  But  howjhall  I  know  and  receive  this? 

Anfw.  That  in  the  heart  which  is  contrary  to  fin,  which  difcovereth  fin, 
which  witneffeth  againft  fin,  and  is  drawing  the  mind  from  it,  furniftiing 
thofe  with  a  new  and  holy  ability,  who  wait  upon  the  Lord  in  it  •,  that,  that 
is  the  thing,  though  in  ever  fo  little  a  feed  or  low  meafure.  Now  he  that 
minds  this,  hearkens  to  this,  turns  from  what  this  (in  its  pure  unerring 
light)  (hews  to  be  evil,  follows  (in  the  will,  ftrength,  and  ability  which  is 
of  this)  what  .this  (hews  to  be  good,  he  receives  it  •,  and  waiting  upon  it, 
and  becoming  daily  fubjefl:  to  it,  fliall  grow  up  in  it,  increafe  in  the  know- 
ledge of  it,  and  acquaintance  with  it,  and  receive  of  it  daily  more  and 
more.  And  thus  the  man  whofe  way  was  vile,  who(e  heart  was  naught, 
formed  in  wickednefs,  filled  with  corruption,  daily  bringing  forth  fin  and 
fruits  unto  death,  (liall  find  thefe  (by  the  pure  light,  and  holy  inftruftions 
of  life)  daily  purged  out  of  him,  and  Chrift  formed  in  him,  and  the  holy 
fruits  of  righteoufncfs  brought  forth  through  his  veflei,  by  the  power  and 
Spirit  of  Chrift,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 
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And  then  being  b  Chrift,  being  in  the  princiide  of  his  life,  and  a&in^ 
thereiBy  here  is  peace  in  the  feul^  4^  40^  4t«wft its  enemies  and  God*^  jttdg* 
ments,  and  acceptance  with  the  Father  in  What  the  foul  thus  is  and  works. 

J$ut  then  the  woHd  nii\\  pecTccute  ^nd  hate  <7cee(}ingly-,  becaufe  this  foul, 
who  thus  fdbmits  to  God,  and  is  thus  Changed  by  hitn,  is  not  of  the 
worlds  hut  of  the.Father^  which. h^at  it  in  Chrifi,  and  Jodonctkk  in  his^ 
una^  and  likenefs. 

Likewife  in  this  light  the  eyes  are  opened  to  read  the  fcriptures,  and 
to  underftand  therein  the  conditions  of  the  people  and  iaints  of  the 
Moft  High  in  former  generations,  and  how  the  wicked  ipirit  wrbught 
then,  to  opp6(e  the  truth  and  people  of  God,  and  to  draw  men  into  de- 
ceit. Yea,  and  many  otner  ways  .the  fcriptures  are  exceeding  fweet  and 
ufefu),  being  read  in  that  X^hich  gives  the  true  fenfe  and  underftanding  of 
them. 

But  let  him  that  once  putftth  hi9  hand  to  the  ploUgh  (be^nning  to  feel 
Ibmewhat  of  .God,  and  to  fubjeft  unto  it,  and  io  to  tafte  of  the  peace  and 
pureneis  of  it)  never  look  back  to  the  world,  nor  mind  theten^utions  and 
oppoQtions  he  will  .meet  with  from  that  nature  and  fpirit,.  either  in  himfelf 
or  others  \  for  if  he  do,  he  will  never  be  able  to  travel  on,  but  rather  con- 
fult  with  Refh  and  blood,  and  fo  return  back  into  Egypt,  and  I(^  the  ccown 
which  is  hud  up  for  thofe  who  pafs  on  through  the  wilderneis,  through  the 
trials,  through  the  temptations,  through  the  wants,  through,  the  various 
cxercifes  to  tneir  journey's  end. 

This  is  the  path  of  life  in  briefs  ^^Ppy  i^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^t  into  it^ 
and  faithfully  follows  him  therein  to  the  end. 

There  is  another  queftion  fprings  up  in  my  hearty  which  is  this : 

Queft.  How  nutf  a  man  cime  to  ba^e  bis  fins  waflati  awtiy  hj  the  blood  of 
Cbrljf? 

Anfw.  %  comii^  into  the  lights  and  walking  ia  the  light,  which  dis- 
covers the  blood,  and  wherein  alone  it  is  fprinkled  by  God>  and  felt  by  the 
fbul»  he  may  receive  the  cleanfing  which  is  by  it.  This  is  according  to  the 
feftijnony  of  fcripture,  as  i  John  u  7.  If  we  walk  in  tbe  Ugbt^  as  be  is  in  tbe 
Sgbtj  we  bave  fellowjhip  one  witb  anotber  -,  and  tbe  blood  ofjefus  Cbrift^  bis 
Sony  ckanfetb  us  from  all  fin.  By  the  light  the  darknefs  is  difpelled,  and  in. 
iJie  lig^t  the  corruption  and  filth  is  walhed  away  by  the  blood,  and  the  foul 
(mbd  and  confcience)  cleanfed  from  it. 

Tbii  tben  is  tbe  mej/age  that  we  bave  beard  of  bim^  and  deetare  unto  yoUy. 
that  God  is  Ugbt^  and  in  bim  is  no  darknefs  at  ally  ver.  5.  What  then  ?  Why 
then  they  that  will  know  God,  and  walk  widi  God,  muft  by  the  virtue  of 
his  truth  be  turned  from  darknefs  to  lig^t,  and  fi'om  the  power  of  Satan 
unto  God  (as  A£ls  zxvi.  i8.> ;  and  in  that  light  he  Ihall  meet  with  the  Fa- 
ther, » and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  and  have  fellowfliip  with  them,  ver.  s^ 
and  ihall  be  waihed  (both  with  the  water  and  with  the  blood)  and  kept 

dean  and  pure  thereby  in  die  fight  of  God. 
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"Queft.  l^ta  hw  Jbatt  r  c&me  into  ibe  Sgl^j  and  bow  nu^  I  walk  thirm  f 

Anfiv.  Chrift  i»  the  light.  (He  is  the  li^t  (^the  world,  the  light  of  mens  the 
light  of  life.)  And  thou  needft  not  fay  in  mine  heart,  Wholhall  go  up  to  heaven^ 
jor  down  into  the  deep,  for  him  ?  For  he  is  near,  in  thv  mouth,  and  in  thy 
heart.  This  is  the  word  of  faith,  which  thou  art  to  oeKeve  in,  love,  and 
obey  \  that  in  the  love,  faith,  and  obedience  thereof,  thine  heart  may  be 
circunKifed,  and  thou  mayeft  live.  This  is  the  gofpel  of  our  (alvationt 
even  this  Chrift,  this  word,  this  Hght,  this  life,  which  redeems  from  fin» 
which  deftroyeth  the  deftroyer,  and  fetteth  the  foul  free  to  icrve  and  live  to 
the  Lord.  This  was  the  meflage  the  apoftles  had  to  deliver  in  their  day,  at 
Rom.  X.  8.  And  this  was  Mofes's  meiTage  too,  when  he  fpake  concerning 
the  new  covenant.  For  Mofcs  did  not  only  deliver  the  old  covenant,  but 
he  alfo  fpake  concerning  the  new,  even  another  covenant  than  that  of 
Mount  Horeb,  Deut.  xxix.  i.  And  the  word  of  this  other  covenant  was 
not  the  law  written  in  tables  of  done ;  but  the  word  nigh  in  the  moudi  and 
heart,  chap.  xxx.  14. 

Objeft.  But  that  place /peaks  of  doing  (iobieb  is  tbe  voice  of  tbe  old  coivenanr^ 
do  tbis  and  live)  \  but  tbe  mi»  covenant  ftands  in  believing. 

Anfw.  The  end  of  faith  is  obedience.  Why  do  I  bdicve  Chrift;  b»t 
that  I  may  receive  the  law  of  his  Sph'it,  and  walk  before  him  in  the  newnefs 
of  the  obedience  thereof  ?  And  he  that  obeys  is  of  the  fiuth,  and  in  the 
truth ;  and  he  that  obeys  not^  is  out  of  it ;  is  not  in  the  power,  not  in  tb^ 
life,  which  brings  forth  the  obedience ;  (o  out  of  the  thing  which  redeems,, 
and  in  which  the  redemption  is  witneiled :  but  he  that  obeys,  he  that  doth 
the  will,  he  is  in  the  righteoufnefs,  in  the  power,  in  the  lifb,  from  whick 
the  obedience  fprings. 

And  here  the  wafliing  and  purifying  of  the  foul  is  truly  known  and  wit* 
nefled.  Outward  iacrifices  under  the  law  were  vain,  as  to  cleanfing  the 
foul  •,  and  an  outward  belief  of  what  Chrift  did  and  fuflfered,  eflfefts  mot  the 
thing  how.  What  then  ?  The  new  creature  doth ;  the  pure  faith  doth  -, 
the  pure  obcdienco  doth.  It  did  it  formerly,  it  doth  it  ftill,  and  nothing 
elfe  can  do  it.  ^  Bring  no  more  vain  oblations ;  but  wajb  ye^  make  you  clean  \ 
put  anvay  tbe  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine  eyes  -,  ceafe  to  do  evil^  kam  to 
do  welli  &c.  But  how  fiioukl  this  be  ?  Could  they  iever  attain  this  by 
the  old  covenant?  Nay  ;  but  Mofcs  had  not  only  ddiveped  them  the  old 
covenant,  but  alfo  had  direfted  tfiem  to  the  new,  to  the  Word  of  faith,  to 
the  Word  of  life  and  power  in  the  heart  and  mouth,  through  th6  obedience 
ifhercof  they  might  wafli  themfelves  (as  Brtcr,  even  in  the  gofpc4  times, 
fpeaketh,  i  Pet.  scxii.),  put  away  the  evil  of  their  doings ;  ocafe  to  do  evil, 
fcam  to  do  well,  &fr.  And  what  then  ?  W4iy  then  they  (hould  receive  the 
cleanfing  rfirough  the  blood  of  the  Lamb;  fbr  then,  though  their  fins  vwjre 
as  fcarlet,  they  (hould  be  as  white  as  fnow ;  though  they  were  red  likccrim- 
Ibn^  they  Ihould  be  as  woof,  Ifai.i  16,  17,  x  8.  ' 
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So  Micah  tells  them  ("when  they  a&ed  how  they  might  come  before  God 
Wplcafe  him?)  He  hath  Jhewed  tbee^^O  mun^  what  is  good  \  and  what  dotb 
the  Lord  require  of  thee^  hit  to  dojuftly^  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbfy 
with  God^  Mic.  vi.  8.  Where  or  how  doth  God  fhew  this  to  man  ?  Had 
not  Mofes  told  that  before ;  to  wit,  by  the  Word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and 
heart  ?  There  is  fomewhat  near  man,  even  in  his  mouth,  which  divides  his 
^ords  one  from  another,  (hewing  him  (at  fome  times,  and  would  do  it  of' 
tcner  if  he  heeded  it)  which  are  bad  words,  and  which  are  good  words*. 
What  is  that  that  doth  this  ?  The  fame  thing  alfo  is  in  his  heart,  as  a  dif- 
cerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  thereof,  Ihewing  him  when  there  is  a. 
good  thought,  defire,  or  intention  in  his  mind,  and  when  there  is  a  bad 
or  wicked  one.  What  is  this  ?  Oh  !  that  men  knew  what  it  is !  Oh !  that 
they  could  fear  the  Lord,  and  become  fubjed  to  it,  and  they  fhould  know 
what  it  is ! 

Every  man  that  will  be  fanftified,  and  inherit  God's  kingdom,  muft  be 
born  of  the  will  of  God.  He  muft  deny  his  own  will  (as  Chrift  did ;  not 
yny  wUl,  faid  he.  Father,  but  thine  be  done)  that  muft  be  crucified.  He 
muft  fufFer  in  the  flefti,  die  to  the  fie(h,  and  live  in  and  to  the  holy  nature 
and  Spirit  of  God. 

Now  thus  a  man  comes*  to  be  born  of  the  pure  wilU  to  wit,  by  hear- 
ing the  word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart,  and  becoming  fubjeS:  to 
it.  This  cuts  down  his  own  will  day  by  day,  and  brings  up  the  will  and 
pature  of  God  in  him,  through  which  he  is  changed  and  fandified^  and 
becomes  a  new  creature.  For  the  old  creature  is  made  up  of  the  old  under- 
ftanding  and  will ;  but  the  new  creature  is  made  up  of  the  new* 

fFberewitbal  Jball  a  young  man  cleanfe  his  way  ?  By  taking  heed  according  to 
thy  wordy  faith  David.  What  word  was  that  ?  Was  it  the  word  of  the  old 
covenant,  or  the  word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart  ?  And  thy  word^  faith  he, 
isalantkom  to  myfeet^  and  a  Ught  to  my  path.  What  word  was  that,  the 
word  of  the  firft  covenant,  or  the  word  of  the  fecond  ?  The  law  of  the  Lord 
is  perfeSly  converting  the  foul.  What  law  is  that  ?  The  teftimony  of  the  Lord  is 
fure^  making  wife  the  fimfle.  What  teftimony  is  that  ?  The  ftatuSes  of  the 
Lord  are  rights  rejoicing  the  heart.  What  ftatutes  are  they  f  (Were  not  the 
fiatutes  of  th^  old  covenant  heavy  and  burdenlbme  ?)  The  commandment  of 
the  Lord  is  pure^  enlightening  the  eyes.  What  commandment  is  that  ?  Ye% 
what  is  that  which  isfweeter  than  the  honey ^  and  the  honey- comh^  which  over-* 
comes  with  fweetnefs  ?  Oh  I  tliat  men  could  read !  Oh !  that  men  could  iee 
the  thing  which  is  pure,  and  maketh  pure ;  which  is  righteous,  and  noaketh 
righteous.  After  men  have  feen  the  thing,  there  is  a  great  way  to  travel 
to  it-,  but  how  far  are  they  oS,  who  do  not  fo  mucli  as  fee  it,,  but  are  ia 
the  darkneis  and  prejudices  of  that  nature  and  fpirit  which,  is,  contrary 
to  it. 

Now  if  the  Lord,  in  his  tender  mercy  and  love  to  thy  Ibul,  briag  thee 
to  a  fenle  of  this  tilings  and  thou  beginneft  to  feel  this  precious  ftarch-* 

ing 
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iijg  word .  diiboveting  any  evil  to  thee,  cither  in  thy  heart  or  ways,  oh !  • 
do  not  difputc,  do  not  reafon  againft  iu  but  blcfs  the  difcoverer,  bow  to 
the  Son,  become  obedient  immediately,  faithfully  following  the  Lamb 
therein,  left  he  remove  his  light  from  thee,  and  fufier  darkne(s  and  the 
difputing  wifdom  to  overtake  thee. 

Chrift  is  not  of  the  world,  and  he  leads  out  of  the  world ;  out  of  its 
vanities,  ways,  cuftoms,  faihions,  i^c.  A  man  cannot  ferve  Chrift  and 
the  world.  Can  any  man  be  born  of  the  Father,  be  begotten  by  him  out. 
of  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  and  yet  live  in  that,  walk  in  that,  which  is  not  of 
the  Father,  but  of  the  world;  which  came  from  the  worldly  part,  is  of  the 
worldly  part,  nourifheth  and  pleafeth  the  worldly  part  in  man,  but  pleafetK* 
not  the -Father  ?  Can  that  man  who  is  not  of  the  world,  but  of  the  Father, 
do  any  thing  that  upholdeth  the  luft  of  the  fleflb,  the  luft  of  the  eyes,  or  the 
pride  of  life,  either  in  himfelf  or  others  ?  Doth  not  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord, 
where  it  is  hearkened  to,  draw  out  of  thefe^  and  out  of  all  things  which  are 
of  thefe  ?  Therefore  confidcr  well  what  it  will  coft,  and  how  hard  it  is  to 
follow  Chrift ;  that  thou  who  defireft  to  be  the  Lord*s,  mayeft  receive  help 
and  ftrengdi  from  him  to.be  faithful,  that  in  his  ftrength  thou  mayeft  over- 
come all  that  ftands  between  thee  and  life,  that  io  thou .  mayeft  receive  the. 
crown,  and;  inherit  the  kingdom  which  is  prepared  for,  and  given  to,  the 
faithful,  who  labour  and  fight  not  in  vain }  but  gain  ground  and  conquer 
(yea,  at  length  become  more  than  conquerors)  through  the  mercy,  love, 
might,,  and  power  of  the  Lord. . 


Some  fenfible  experimental  Questions  and  Answers: 

from  the  Tenth  Chapter  of  John. 

m 
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Queft.  I  -T  X  r  ^O  ^^  ^*^  goodjbepb&d  of  tbejheep  ? 

Anfw.      W    The  wifdom,  Ufe,  and  power  of  the  Father  (which  dwelleth' 

in,  and  is  manifeft  through,  the  Son)   is  the  (hepherd.     He  that  is  the 

truths  the  way,  and  the  life,  he  aUb  is  the  Ihepherd  and  bifliop  of  the. 

ibul. 

Queft.  2.  TFbo  are  the  Jheep^f ' 

Anjw.  They  that  are  born  of  this  wi(dom,  gathered  by^this  life,-  turned 
to  this  power,  they  are  the  flieep.  They  who  arc  changed  by  him  into  hi3 
nature^  diey*are  of  him ;  (hecp  of  him,  the  Shepherd ;  lambs  of  him,  thc. 
]L>amb  5 .  doves  of  him,  the  Dove. 

Queft.  3:  What  is  the  fold  ^f  the  Jh^ep  ? - 

Anfw.  The  wifdom,  life,  and  power  of  the  Father,  even  the  fame  that  is 
the  ihepherd.  The  Father's  hand  wherewith  he  covers  them,  wherein  he 
Inddicthithem,  that  is  the  fold. .  For  it  is  the  power,  wifdom,  and  life  of 

the 
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the  Father;  whkh  gathered!  the  fheqi  \  and  he  gathcreth  them '  mto  hisL 
wifdom,  into  hia  life;  and  that  is  a  wall  or  £)]d  about  them; 

Objeft.  Is  not  the  chmch  tktfold? 

Jf^tu.  This  UL  the  church,  or  the  church  in  this^  is  the  fold*,  but  not  out 
of  this.  For  there  is  no  fafety  or  prefervacion  among  any  ibrt  or  gadierin^ 
of  peopk)  but  as  they  (land  and  abide  in  this.  And  ftanding  aod  abiding- 
in  this,  they  have  authority  and  power  from  the  chief  biihop  of  the  fool ; 
but  rtone  out  c£  chi& 

Queft.  4.  J¥bo,  is  tU  iMrf 

Anpu>,  The  Shepherd'  is  the  door  alio,  who  lets  into  the  fold,  and  (huts 
out,  at  his  pleaftiie  ^  and  none  cam  righdy  enter  but  by  him. 

Queft*  5.  What  art  they  that  rut^befwt  the  power  ^  or  farther  than  the  power 
leads  andgtiides  them  f 

Aupm.  They  arc  thieves  and  robbers,  and  they  may  deftroy  the  life  and 
freihne&  in  thofe  that  are  not  watch&il ;  but  they  cannot  help  to  iave  or 
build  up,  becauie  they  themfelves  are  out  <^  that,  come  out  of  that,  and 
aft  out  of  tiiat,  which  alone  can  do  it. 

Queft.  6.  tbmnuy  thejbeepbedifcernedfrom  the  goatSj  ami  from  fuch  alfa 
as  put  on^  tbejbeefs  cloathif^^  hut  yet  are  notjheep  in  nature  andfpirit  ? 

Anfuf.  By  their  hmb^^llke  nature,  by  the  meeknefs  and  innocency  in  them 
whtph  18  of'Che  Lamb,  which  ncne  can  have  but  they  that  are  of  him  v  foe 
]l  is  not^  to  be  found  in  man's  nature,  nor  to  be  attained  by  his  art.  They 
alio  know  and  hear  the  voice  of  the  Word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart,  and 
follow  the  law  of  his  Spirit,  received  from  his  mouth,  which  none  eUe  but 
hislhecpda.or  caadoi  forthia  is  given  by  laim,  and  it  is  given  by  him 
only  to  his  Iheep. 

Queft.  y^  What  doth  Cbrijl  the  Shepherd  (the  eternal  Word^  the  wifdom^ 
lifry  and  power  of  the  Father*)  do  fophis^fheep  f" 

Anfw.  He  doth  great  tlung^  for  them',  which  who  can  utter  ?  But  happy 
is  he  that  feels  and  knows  them.  He  gives  them  a  new  nature,  a  new  fpirit,  a 
new  heart,  a  new  name,  which  none  kxu>weth  but  he  that  hath  it  \  for  it  is 
written  on  the  whiu  ftone,  which  none  elfe  receives,  nor  none  elfe  can  read^ 
but  he  that  hath  the  eye  whkh  is  of  him,  what  is  written  thereon.  He 
giveth  them  eternal  Hfo ;  he  leadeth  them  ioto  the  paftures  of  life ;  he  giveth 
them  to  drink  of  the  waters  of  life.  He  putteth  them  forth  out  of  the  pri^ 
fon-houfe,  out  of  the  chains  and  fetters,  out  of  the  darknefe,  out  of  (he 
bonds,  and  from  under  the  burdens  of  the  foul,  into  the  jpure  Ikht  and 
liberty  of  the  Spirit,  where  they  tafte,  knowy  and  enjoy  or  liis  medom, 
and  dwell  with  hun,  and  reft  with  him,  and  lie  down  with  him,  and  tife  up 
with  him,  even  in  the  feme  eternal  life,  Spirit,  and  power,  wherein  hi| 
dwelling-place  is.  And  all  this  they-  enjoy  fafelys  hearkcmng  to  the  voice 
of  the  S)epherd|  and.  turning  from  th^  voice  of  theftranger,  which  it  is 
natural  to  them  to  do.  For.  being  turpad  fro^i  man,  born  of  that  which 
i$iqim<^taj,  aod  kj:epi(ig^.u>.  th^r  that  ear  wliich  is  there  reoeiyed  wilt 
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/aiane  heioken  «6  the  voice  of  faim  who  is  immortal ;  and  the  voicfc  iA  the 
^ftnnwr  (who  fpeaketh  of  fcimfelf)  is  prefently  difcemed  and  turfted  fhntt^ 
fajr  him  diat  hcarcth  with  the  true  ear.  ^ht  Lm-d  God^  who  is  tbejpring  and 
fsuntum  cf^':gD$dy  i^ame  peopk  with  dififBs  after  the  pure  life^  and  bofy  no- 
Mcrtj  wlicb  is  of  and  from  Cbrift  the  fied^  bis  Sof$y  and  JaHs^  thofe  defires 
vAuh  atsefingfy  and  i^nghtfy  after  Jbim. 
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The    G  ON  C  L  U  S  I  O  N. 

.       -       • 

GLOft  tOU  S  wa^  theeftate  of  the  church  before  the  apoftafy,  for  pu- 
rity of  do^rine,  for  holy  order  and  difcipline,  for  love  to  God,  one 
to  another,  and  to  4ll  nfien  (even  of  enemies)  for  faith  in  God,  for  the  pre- 
fcnce  and  power  of  his  Spirit  among  them  (infomuch  as  the  unbeliever 
comiog  amon^  them,  might  find  his  heart  and  ftate  reached  to,  and  be 
forced  to  coniefs  and  report  that  God  was  in  them  of  a  truth)  for  finglenefs 
and  uprightnefs  of  heart,  meeknefs  and  innoccncy  of  fpirit  and  converiation, 
for  zeal  ror  God  and  his  truth,  fuflfcring  the  fpoiling  of  their  goods,  impri- 
ibnments,  ftripes,  and  many  other  .ways,  both  from  the  heathen,  and  alio 
from  the  profefling  Jews,  wno  had  been  the  church  once*  Oh  I  what  (hall 
I  fay  concerning  the  beauty  and  bvelinefs  of  that  ftate  ?  Tc  that  would 
know  it,  oh !  wait  to  feel  it  in  that  which  gives  the  true  fenfe  of  it. 

But  over  this  glorious  ftate  came  a  dark,  thick,  corrupt  night,  wherein 
the  kernel  was  loft,  and  the  Ihell  defaced  j  wherein  the  houfe,  which  had 
been  fwept  and  garniftied,  became  again  recovered  and  poffefled'  by  the 
wicked  foirit.  And  how  great  hath  this  darknefs  been !  Oh !  what  a  kind 
of  church  hath  appeared  in  the  world,  wherein  th^  fpirit  of  enmity  hath 
dwelt  and  afted  in  men,  under  the  name  of  Chriftianity !  So  that  inftead  of 
bving  and  feeking  the  good  of  enemies,  they  are  ready  to  rend  and  tear 
one  another  for  every  litde  difference,  and  will  be  lords  over  mens  faith, 
requiring  men  to  praftife  things  in  religion  before  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
teacheth  them  fo  to  do,  which  the  woftles  did  not.  For  though  they  had 
from  God  the  exprefs  knowledge  or  what  was  truth,  and  could  certainly 
inftruA  and  build  men  up  therein,  yet  they  were  not  lords  over  mens  faith  y 
but  if  men  were  otherwife-minded  than  according  to  what  they  knew  and 
taught,  they  could  wait  and  bear  with  them,  bidding  them  walk  ib  far  as 
they  had  attained,  and  God  in  his  due  time  would  reveal  the  reft  alio*  Oh !: 
that  men  were  come  to  this  fpirit  again !  then  they  would  be  Chriftians  in- 
deed, and  then  they  might  be  known  to  be  Chrift*s  difciples,  by  their  loving: 
the  brethren  and  fellow-difciples.  But  without  this  love,  mens  religion  is 
but  a  tinkling  cymbal,  making  a  noife  and  found  of  fomewhat,  but  not  have-^ 

ing  the  true  nature  or  virtue  of  religiga  in  it- 
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Now  wUl  It  n<>t  be  a  gkmous  4a]r,  when  the  Spirit  ef  the  ixxrd  xleaixfafa 
nway  this  thick  d4rkne($^  and  caufeth  the  lig^t  of  his  pure  tnith  to  atife 
•  and  appear  again  ?  Why  there  is  fuch  a  day  to  be,  wherein  the  truechurch 
(which  was  reproached  and  driven' into  the  wildemefi)  is  to  tpme  out  of  the 
wildernefs  a^h,  and  her  wjtnejOfes  ftand  oil  their  feet  agun^  and  her  feed 
to  fpring  up  in  the  power  of  life,  following  the  Lamb^  who  oiaccheth  on 
fighting  with  the  fword  of  the  Spirit  (the  word  of  his  mouth)  conquering 
and  to  conquer  thereby  the  corrupted  antichriftian^wprld j^  even  as  he  did  at 
firift  the  corrupt  hcathenifti  world.  The  Lord  will  purify  his  temple,  and 
cleanfe  the^  world  by  the  plagues  of  his  angels  whicji  he  hath  prepared, 
making  w^  ferthe  beauty  of  hjs. truth,  aijicf  the.  ihuiriih  of  his  gathering ; 
wherein  he  will  bring  forth  his  righteoufnefs,  wherein  his  power  (hall  ap- 
pear, wherein  his  prefence  (hall  b^^  made  manifeft,  wherein  that  which  (hkied 
Defore  in  the  primitive  church,  (ball  (hine  again  in  this  new-reared  building 
of  his,  inibmuch  as  men  fliaU  be  forced  to  fay,  [This  U  the  church  of  Cbrtft 
indeed^  God  is  here  of  a  truth  j  this  is  the  Gofpel*Jerufakm  indeed j  which  is 
huilt  upon  the  hofy  hill  of  Sion ;  in  winch  innocency^  righteoujhefs^  truths  love^ 
fweetnefs^  peaceablenefs^  and  the  gentle  nature  and  Spirit  of  the  Lamb  lives  and 
reigns  \  and  the  Lord  blefs  iheCy  0  habitation  of  JjilUce^  and  mountain  of  holt- 
fiefs.  /  • 

Now  of  a  truth  this  work  is  begun.  '  The  times  pf  rcfrelhment  are  come 
from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord.  The  Lord  hath  heard  from  heaven,  pity- 
ing the  cries  of  his  feed,  and  hath  vifited  their  fouls,  c;aufing  the  light  of 
lire  (even  the  pure  light  of  the  evcrlafting  covenant)  to  (hine  upon  their  ta- 
bernacles. But  whoever  would  know  thefe  things,  and  partake  of  them, 
muft  come  in  at  the.  door,  by  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit,  through  the  light 
which. is  with  him.  And  he  that  would  enjoy  the  full  light  (even  the  (hininga 
forth  of  the  fun  at  noon-day)  muft  begin  with  its  glimmerings,  even  that 
in  the  heart,  wliich  difcovcreth  and  draweth  out  of  the  corrupt  ftate  of  the 
world  towards  the  Father.  Oh !  hear  and  live.  Do  not  dilpute  about  it, 
but  wait  to  feel  it  ^  upon  the  feeling  of  it,  defpiling  the  (hame,  and  taking 
up  and  enduring  the  crofs,  and  fo  bearing  the  reproach  and  fufferings  of 
Chrift  in  thy  agie  and  generation.  And  as  thou  obeycft,  thou  (halt  know  of 
its  doftrine  5  but  out  of  the  pure  faith  and  obedience,  there  is  no  true, 
found,  deep,  rooted  knowledge-,  but  all  of  that  kind  muft  be  parted  with, 
for  the  knowledge  which  is  of  the  faith,  and  which  is  made  manifeft  and 
increafed  in  the  obedience  j  which  knowledge  is  of  a  far  more  excellent  kind 
and  nature,  than  that  which  thou  art  to  part  with  for  it.  The  Lord  guide 
thy  mind,  and  ftretch  forth  his  hand  to  help  thee,  who  from,  the  leaft 
touch  of  a  true  nature  and  fpirit,  defireft  after  the  pure  truth  and  way  of 
eternal  life.     Amen. 

This  teftimony  (here  held  forth)  is  faithful  and  true,  and  (I  know)  the 
witnefs  of  God  in  many  hearts  will  anfwer  to  it ;  and  happy  is  he  that  maketh 
a  right  ufe  of  it.  For,  lb  doing,  his  foul  will  not  fall  (hort  of  the  pure  livc- 
ing  truth,  nor  fet  up  any  thing  elfe  for  truth  which  is  not. 
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To  fuch  as  are  not  fatisfied  with  a  Profeffion,  without 
the  true  Life  and  Power,  but  have  iincere  Defires  in 
their  Hearts  after  the  Lord  himfelf,  and  a  WilUng- 
nefs  to  be  acquainted  with  his  pure  living  Truth,  and 
with  the  SouFs  true  Guide  and  Leader ;  this  Experi- 
ence is  in  my  Heart  to  exprefs  unto  you,  which  we 
have  all  along  witnefled  in  our  Travels  out  of  the  dark 
corrupt  Land,  into  the  Land  of  Life  and  Purity. 

WE  have  flill  found  the  wilier,  the  runner,  the  felf-ftriver,  the  wHc 
comprehending  part,  £5fr.  left  behind ;  and  the  grace  of  God  alone 
able  to  lead  towards  him,  and  the  birth  which  is  of  and  by  grace  (till  to 
obtain  the  mercy.  And  Chrift  is  our  life,  and  in  the  union  with  his  Spirit 
lies  all  our  ability  and  llrength  ;  and  that  knowledge  of  Chrift,  which  we 
witnefs  to  be  life  eternal,  we  did  not  meet  with  whilft  we  thought  to  have 
it  in  the  fcriptures,  hut  it  hath  been  all  along  revealed  to  us  by  God's  Spirit; 
fo  that  we  can  truly  fay  flefli  and  blood  did  not  reveal  the  Son  to  us,  but 
the  Father.  Yet  that  which  the  fcriptures  teftify  concerning  Chrift  is  ex- 
a£Uy  true  according  as  it  is  there  related,  and  is  fo  acknowledged  and  really 
owned  by  us ;  though  we  obtained  not  our  knowledge  of  Chrift  by  the  let^ 
ter,  but  by  receiving  a  principle  of  life  from  God ;  and  coming  into  union 
with  his  Spirit,  we  came  to  the  true  knowledge  and  owning  ot  the  letter ; 
which  as  it  came  from  the  life,  fo  can  it  only  be  rightly  read  and  underftood 
in  the  life  from  which  it  came :  {o  that  he  that  is  out  of  that,  cannot  but 
err  concerning  the  letter,  and  misjudge  concerning  the  things  of  God;  whereas 
•  he  that  is  guided  by,  and  lives  in,  God's  Spirit  (receiving  his  knowledge 
there)  cannot  err  concerning  the  Spirit,  or  concerning  the  letter ;  but  hath 
that  within  him,  which  gives  to  him,  and  preferves  him  in,  the  true  fenie 
and  underftandiilg  of  both. 

Now,  friends,  this  is  an  excellent  thing  indeed,  to  come  to,  and  be  ac- 
quainted with,  and  receive  that,  which  the  fcriptures  teftify  of;  to  wit,  to 
receive  Chrift,  to  feel  union  with  him  in  his  Spirit,  to  enter  into  the  new  and 
holy  agreement  with  God,  into  the  cverlafting  covenant  of  life  and  peace, 
to  feel  the  partition-wall  broken  down,  and  the  wall  of  falvation  reared  up, 
and  the  defence  which  is  thereby ;  to  find  the  law  of  God,  the  law  of  lire, 
tlie  law  of  the  new  creation,  written  in  the  heart ;  the  pure  fear  planted  there 
by  God,  which  kecpeth  the  mind  and  fpirit  from  departing  from  him ;  to 
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have  his  Spirit  put  within,  caufing  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to  keep  his 
itatutes,  and  judgments^  aod  ilo.  them;,  and  ib  to  have  union  and  felk>w- 
ffiip  with  the  Lord  in  that  which  is  pure  and  living  of  him,  in  Chrift  the 
new  and  living  way,  which  was  before  the  fall,  and  leads  the  obedient  out 
of  the  ^aHj  e»eti  beyotid  Adam's  ftate,  into  himfelf  who  never  fell,  m  whom 
is  no  fin,  nor  erring,  no  not  for  the  wayfarmg  man,  though  a'  fool,  who 
often  erred  and  wandered  before  he  came  thither ;  but  there  the  Father's 
hand,  even  the  hand  of  the  eternal  power,  is  fek,  which  none  can  pluck 
out  of  Oh !  that  ye  knew  the  in^ible  leader,  and  were  turned  from  dark- 
nefs  to  the  light  (and  did  believe  therein)  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto 
God,  that  ye  through  his  Spirit  might  undeniably  witnefs  the  myftcries  of 
his  kingdom,  and  partake  of  and  enjoy  that  which  his  love,  grace,  and 
mercy,  plent^Uy  dubributes  among  his  children  that  wait  upon  him  in  one 
way,  under  the  holy  ordering  of  hi$  Spirit ;  which  was  long  harped  at  and 
longed  after  by  many  of  us  •,  but  we  could  never  meet  with  it,  till  the  Lord 
in  his  mercy  caufed  the  light  of  his  day  to  ihine  into  our  hearts,  which  chafed, 
away  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  made  the  things  of  the  day  manifeft 

Are  ye  of  the  houfe  of  Jacob  ?  Are  ye  of  the  right  feed  ?  Are  ye  of  the 
true  breathers  after  God's  holineis,  after  the  Hfe  and  righteoufne&  of  hii 
Sion?  Oh!  then  come  ye»  know,  acknowledge,  receive,  and  wait  to 
walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord ;  and  do  not  join  to  that  in  you  which  is  fe^ 
parated  from,  and  knoweth  not,  the  light  of  the  LcH'd,  but  oppofeth  it. 
And,  friends,  I  befeech  you,  take  heed  in  this  point ;  for  he  that  denieth, 
Yeftifeth,  oppofeth,  fpeaketh  evil,  or  thinketh  hirdly  of  any  thing  that  is 
indeed  of  Chrift»  doth  it  to  Chrift  himfelf,  in  Chnft*5  account  (that  is^ 
Chrift,  looketh  upon  it  as  if  he  had  denied  him,  reftifed  him^ <^qpoled  him» 
{poke  evil  <^  him,  &r.)  and  it  witt  be  fi>  laid  to  his  charge  in  the  day  of  the 
Lord.  And  indeed  fuch  is  my  love  to  you,  and  fuch  my  defire  after  your 
eternal  good  and  welfare,  that  I  wouM  not  have  you  ftumble  at  the  light 
and  power  of  life,  which  the  Lord  hath  revealed  and  ftretched  out  (in  this 
day  of  his  mercy)  to  gather  and  lave  with;  but  feel  the  gathering  by  it 
from  all  that  Icattereth  ftom  the  Lord,  with  the  prefervation  which  is  there-* 
by,  and  the  e&£ting  of  that  in  your  fpirits  which  it  is  able  to  eflfed,  as  ft 
comes  to  manifeft  itfelf  unfx>  you,  and  to  put  forth  his  ftrength  in  you.  Sa 
wait  for  the  gathering  unto  the  light  (die  light  <^  the  everlafting  day  of  God) 
and  into  the  power  which  is  able  to  redeem  and  defend  the  foul  from  all 
that  is  contrary  to  God.  And  when  ye  are  there,  be  diligent  and  ifoithftil 
to  the  Lord :  and  feel  {ck !  daily  wait  to  feel  ftom  him)  the  uncbathing  of 
jovLX  fpirits  from  all  their  own  unrighteoufnefs ;  yea,  from  aU  their  own 
righteoufiiels  aUb  (which  is  but  as  filthy  rags  bdbre  the  Lord,  even  of  the 
fame  nature  with  the  unrighteoufiiefs),  that  ye  may  be  cloathed  upon  with 
the  new  and  living  garment,  wherein  there  is  neither  Ipot  nor  wrinkle,  nor 
any  fuch  thing.    For  they  that  are  cf  Chr^  and  in  Chrift,  do  as  really  put 

on 


^m  the  luttrtt  the  Spirit,  the  gatment  of  die  fecood  Adatn»  as  ever  they 
did  put  off  the  old  garment^  nature^  and  ipirit. 

This  is  from  one,  who  i^rightty  and  iingly  delireth  your  unioa 
with  the  Lord  in  his  pure  Truth  ^d  Holy  Anointing,  and  your 
difunion  from,  all  that  is  coptrary  to  him. 

l$A.AG   JPENINGTON. 


A  QUERY  added,  with  its  Answer* 

WHAT  is  the  true  confejgion  of  Cbr^,  ewn  that  canf^kn  wbiib  art/it]^ 
from  fbe  humledge  which  is  life  eternal  ? 

Anfw.  Friends,  I  wicnefs  it  to  be  this ;  A  confeffion  of  his  nature^  a  con^ 
feffion  of  his  Spirit,  a  confeflion  of  his  life,  a  confeflioo  of  his  power.  To 
confefs  the  prefent  living  appearance  of  Chrift,  that  is  to  confefs  Chrifl:^ 
Behold^  faith  he,  I  fkand  at  the  door  and  kmcL  H^  that  heareth  his  voice, 
acknowledgeth  1dm,  letteth  him  in,  fubyeAeth  to  his  truth  and  Holy  Spirit  % 
he  confdTeth  him.  But,  though  a  man  IboUld  acknowledge  and  confefs  all 
that  is  recorded  in  the  fcriptures  concerning  him  \  yet  if  he  know  not  his 
knocks,  io  as  to  let  him  in,  and  become  ftibjedt  to  his  power,  he  doth  not 
confefs  Chrifr as  he  ought  to  do,  and  as  God  requireth  of  him.  Oht  that  ye* 
could  learn  thias  to  know  Chriil,  and  thus  Ix^  confefs  him !  For  undl  ye  thu^ 
know  him,  ye  cannot  dius  confefs  him !  anid  your  knees  muft  firft  bow  ae 
his  name,  before  your  tonfl;ues  can  rightly  confefi  him,  ti»  the  gkry  df  God;, 
the  Father !  For  if  ye  wiU  indeed  glorirjr  the  Father,  ye  muft  bow  to  the- 
Son,  who  is  the  light  wherein  God  dwells,  in  the  (hi&ings  whereof  he  ap«« 
pears  to,  and  vifits  the  fons  of  men.  And  as  the  Son  himfelf  is  f{»ritual  ;' 
fo  is  the  light  wherewith  he  vifits  dark  man.  His  law  is  fptritual,  able  to^ 
convert  the  ib^l  of  any  man  in  vrhofe  heart  it  is  written,  and  oo  make  wife  (the 
moft  fimple  among  men)  unto  falvadon.  For  «be  law  c^  G5d,  writ  in  the' 
heart,  is  from  the  covenant  of  life ;  and  delivers  and  prefcrves  from  the 
law  oi  fin  and  d^th^  having  the  light,  power,  and  Spirit  of  Chrift  in  and 
with  it,  from  whom  it  comes. 

Now  if  ye  will  know  thefe  things  clearly,  certainly,  and  infallibly ;  wait 
to  feel  fome  touches,  foipe  drawings,  fome  conviftions  of  God's  Spifit  up- 
on your  hearts.  And  then  difpute  not  agatnft  them  ;  but  immediately  be- 
come fubjeft,  fo  far  as  the  light  and  drawings  of  the  Father  incline  and 
lead  the  mind;  and  then  ye  flia)l  fee  wh^  he  is  that  drairs,  and  of  wh^t 
nature  his  xhawings  are. .  And  if  onoe  ye  come  to  feel  the  precioufnefs  of 
his  ointment ;  and.  to  partake  of  it,  receiving  it  and  foUotwing  it,  it  wilfr 
►  "       '  ....  G  2  ..  i    ..  :^   .  brin^ 
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bring  you  into  the  pure  virginity^  which  loves  and  longs  after  the  name 
that  anoints  with  the  pure  living  oiL 

Friends,  I  was  ^once  where  ye  now  are ;  and  in  that  day,  I  alfo  (through 
error  and  miftake)  called  the  light  wherewith  thrift  hath  enliglitened  man^ 
natural^  as  ye  now  do«  Bu€  the  Lord  hath  fince  (hewed  me,  that  it  was 
not  the  true  birth  of  life  in  me^  which  fo  called  it ;  and  k  is  alfo  manifeftcd 
to  me  in  his  Spirit  of  truth  (which  deceives  not),  that  it  is  not  the  true  birth 
in  you,  which  fo  judges  of  it.  Ob  i  that  ye  were  born  of  the  Spirit,  and 
in  it  knew  the  names  of  the  things  from  their  nature,  and  might  be  taught 
of  the  Father  to  worihip  in  the  Son  I  which  ye  can  never  do,  till  ye  come 
into  the  Son's  light  •,  and  that  is  the  Son's  light,  even  that  wherev;ith  he 
hath  enlightened  men,  that  they  might  believe  in  the  Father  through  him  ! 
The  fcriptures  (or  any  words  ipokeh  or  written)  are  not  the  light  kielf,  but 
.teftimonies  concerning  the  light  Now  that  which  ye  are  to  come  into, 
and  to  dweU  and  abide  in,  is  the  light  itfelf ;  which  light  was  before  any 
words  that  teftiiy  of  it,  and  is  the  fubftance  of  all  the  fliadows,  and  the 
end  of  all  the  teftimonies  concerning  it.  He  is  Alpha  and  Chnega^  the 
Beginning  and  the  End  of  the  new  creation  of  God.    Oh !  that  ye  lb  knew 

,  That  ft-om  which  thefcriptureft  came,  is  the  thing,  the  life,  the  Spirit,  the 
power  itfelf ;  "which  is  able  to  write  inwardly,  as  well  as  outwardly.  And 
he  that  knows  tlie  thing,  and  is  led  to  the  thing  by  the  inward  writins 
(which  is  the  teftimony  of  Jefus,  ^die  Spirit  of  prophecy ),  he  by  the  tefti^ 
inony  of  Jefus,  by  the  Spirit  of  prophecy,  is  led  to  the  Holy  Power  -,  which 
he  believing  in,  it  prevails  to  fave  him  out  of  the  contrary  Ijpirit  and 
power.  And  this  the  Gentiles  without  the  law,  the  Jews  under  the  law^ 
and  the  believers^  imder  Grace,  had  fpiritually  aU  one  and  the  fame  way  and 
path  of  life  unto  falvation ;  and  God  will  be  clear  and  juft  in  judging  thebi 
aU  according  thereunto,  who  had  all  fi>m^  maaife(btk>n  of  the  gofpel.  and 
power  which  fa|yes>  according  to  the  difpeniation  of  the  good  pkflfure  of 
the  firee  giver.  And  m^ens  perifliing  in  the  time  of  every  difpenfatbn,  is 
oot  fw  want  of  light  and  power  from  God,  but  from  mens  withdraw-- 
ing  and  apoftatizing  from  the  light  and  power,  which  in  every  difpen&tioa 
oi  life  ftr^x:hed  forth  its  hand  and  arm  fufiiciently  to  gather  and  fave. 

TJbere  if  One  Thing  more  in  my  Heart  unto  Tbu^  at  tbix 

Time^  which  is 

Concemmg  applying  the    PROMISE  S» 

TH  £  Promifes  of  God  are  great  and  precious  and  give  to  par^e  of 
the  divine  nature  thoTe  that  wait  upon  the  Lora  in  the  faidi  and 
obedience  of  his  truth*  Now  there  are  eitates  and  conditions  to  which 
they  do  belong  ^  and  there  are  eftates  and  conditions  to  which  they  do  not 

belong^: 
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belong :  and  if  any  one  app]y  any  promife  to  himfelf^  he  not  being  in  that 
eftate  and  condition  to  which  that  promife  belongs,  he  deceives  his  foul* 
and  fucks  not  in  the  true  fweetnefs  and  comfort  of  the  promife,  but  of  his 
own  imaginary  apprehenlions  concerning  the  promife. 

There  is  a  ftate  of  wounding,  of  ji^dging,  of  God's  pleading  with  the 
foul,  becauie  of  fin  and  tranfgreflion.  Now  he  that  breaks  and  wounds, 
he  alone  can  bind  up  and  heal  -,  and  the'  Lord  is  to  be  waited  upon  in  the 
way  of  his  judgments,  until  he  fee  meet  to  bind  up  and  heal.  Now  the 
Lord  heals  by  the  fame  Spirit  and  power  wherewith  he  wounds  ;  but  it  is 
hard  to  lie  under  the  judgment,  to  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  and  ib 
keep  the  wound  (which  he  makes)  open,  till  he  pour  in  the  oil,  and  hdal. 
For  there  is  that  near,  which  will  be  ofiering  to  heal  before  the  feafon, 
and  will  be  bringing  in  promifes  and  applying  promifes,  otherwife  dun 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  intcndeth  or  applieth  them.  Now  this  is  diligently 
to  be  watched  againft,  that  the  hurt  of  the  foul  ( judged  and  wounded  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord)  be  not  healed  Qightly,  and  peace  fpoken  to  it  (and 
an  expedation  and  hope  raifed  in  it)  which  is  not  of  the  Lord.  But  this 
is  the  right  way,  even  to  give  up  to  feel  that  which  wounds,  and  to  receive 
the  woundings  of  thy  foul's  friend,  and  lie  low  before  him  in  tlie  wounded 
date,  waiting  upon  him  in  the  way  of  his  judgments  and  righteous  indigna- 
tion ;  till  the  fame  that  wounded,  fpeak  peace.  For  the  fame  is  to  fpeak 
peace,  and  not,  another  \  J  the  Lord  wounds  and  I  heal  ^  I  killj  and  I  make 
alive.  Judgment  is  mine^  and  meny  is  mine ;  and  tbey  both  ijfue  from  my  Ups^ 
(See  Ifa.  xii.  i.)  So  every  one,  that  would  not  be  deceived  about,  nor 
miiapi^y  the  promifes,  wait  to  feel  that  in  you,  which  leads  into  the  condi- 
tion to  which  the  promife  belongs,  and  to  be  led  into  and  kept  in  the  con- 
dition by  it.  And  then,  the  fame  that  leads  into  the  condition,  will  apply 
the  promife.  to  him  who  is  in  the  condition,  the  ear  being  open  to  him, 
hearkening  to  the  Lord,  waiting  what  he  will  fpeak,  who  fpeaks  peace  to 
his  people  in  his  feaibns ;  and  having  the  ear  fhut  againft  the  voice  of  the 
unrighteous  troubler  <^*  the  fouls  of  God's  heritage.  Yea,  he  that  applieth 
the  promifes  to  the  ibul  (having  brought  it  into  the  ftate  to  which  they 
belong)  he  alfo  will  lead  and  bring  unto  the  fulfilling  of  the  promifes,  even 
to  the  receiving,  of  the  good  things  promifed  and  waited  for ;  fo  that  the 
foul  (hall  witnefs  the  golpel  to  be  a  ^orious  ftate  indeed ;  a  ftate  of  life,  a 
ftate  of  liberty,,  a  ftate  of  power,  a  ftate  of  dominion,  a  ftate  of  holinefs,. 
a  kingdom  of  righteoufneis  and  peace,  wherein  there  are  everlafting  man- 
fions  and  dwelling-places  b  Chrift  Jefus,  for  the  feed  of  the  righteous  for 
evermore.  The  Lord  God  of  everlafling  mercy,  life,  power,  and  rich 
goodnefe,  caufe  the  light  of  bis  own  Holy  Spirit  to  ftiine  into  your  hearts, 
guide  you  thereby  into  and  in.  the  true  way,  even  in  the  pure  living  path 
(which  was  and  is  but  one  for  ever),  that  ye  may  come  into  the  true  poi^ 
feflion,  and  full  enjoyment,,  andin£dlible  w&tneifing  of  thefe  things* 

^3d  of  the  Second  MoACb,  1668. 
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There  is  another  Qv e  r y ,  of  great  Concernment,  which 
i[pringeth  up  in  my  Heart  towards  you* 

^ery.  T  S  not  the  Spirit,  or  anointing,  the  great  go%el-promile,  and  the 
X  great  gofpcl-ordinance  ?  Is  not  he  trutk^  and  no  lie^  and  the-  leader 
but  of  all  lies  and  deceits  into  the  truth,  and  the  preferver  erf"  the  mind  and 
fpirit  therein  ?  Litfk  cbiliren^  faid  the  fame  apoftle,  who  had  direfted  to  the 
anointing,  keep  ytmrfthes  fr&m  idols.  Is  there  an)r  poffibility  of  being  kept 
from  images  and  idol$,  but  by  him  ?  Can  any  underlland  the  things  of  the 
Spirit,  or  the  words  fppken  by  the  Spirit  concerning  ipiritual  thin^,  but 
by  him  ?  And  then,  is  not  every  apprehenfion,  that  ye  take  up  from  the 
icriptures  concerning  fpiritual  tlnngs,  which  ye  have  not  from  him  (but 
comprehend  and  gather  of  yourfelves),  an  image,  or  conceiving  of  your 
own,  concerning  that  thing,  and  not  that  true  knowledge  and  underftand^ 
ing  of  die  thing  which  he  alone  can  give  ?  Oh !  that  all  the  chambers  of 
imagery  were  thrown  down  in  you,  and  every  idol  of  the  heart  and  mind 
difcover^d  to  you,  and  broken  down  by  the  light  and  power  of  the  Lord ; 
that  ye  might  com^  to  that  which  is  pure  and  living,  and  by  its  purifying 
know  the  pure  heart,  the  |)ure  mind,  the  pure  confcience,  and  offer  up  the 
pure  perfeft  offering ;  not  the  lame,  blind,  imperfed,  6?r.  which  w«h&  not 
accepted  (in  the  figure)  under  the  law,  nor  acoeptable  under  the  gofpel, 
Mai.  u  II.  13.  and  chop.  iii.  3. 

Friends,  ye  muft  know  that  which  is  pure  from  God,  and  ye  muft  come 
into  it  (out  of  that  which  is  impure,  into  that  which  is  pure).  Now  that 
ye  may  do  fo,  ye  muft  know  the  purifying  •,  for  nothing  that  is  impure^ 
can  enter  into  that  which  is  pure.  Yea,  ye  muft  become  priefts  10  God, 
and  wear  the  prieft*s  garment,  the  pure  garment,  the  living  garment,  die 
fine  linncHi  without  mixture  ^  the  woollen.  Ye  muft  be  born  of  di  tn- 
nocency,  be  doathed  with  the  innoeency.  The  ftony,  hard,  desperately- 
wicked  heart  muft  be  taken  away,  and  the  tender  heart  of  flefc  received, 
the  mind  renewed  to  God,  the  fear  ptit  within  (which  cleanleth  and  keep- 
exh  dean),  the  law  writ  within,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  put  in  the  inward 
mrts,  and  felt  powerfully  operating  and  changing  there.  Yea,  and  the  in- 
ide  muft  not  only  be  clean,  but  the  outfide  alfo-,  for  ye  muft  be  cloathed 
with  the  Spirit,  cloathed  with  the  Lamb's  righteoufoeis  and  holinefs  5  and 
thus  ye  muft  appear  before  the  Lord  in  his  temple,  which  is  the  beauty  of 
hofindi,  whofe  npufe  hc^nefe  becomes  for  ever ;  where  ye  are  never  to  ap- 
r  m  your  own  filthy  rags,  but  in  the  nature.  Spirit,  righteoufnefe,  and 
of  Chrift.  And  thus  ye  arc  well-pleafing  to  God,  even  in  that  which 
is  of  God  i  being  born  of  that,  formed  of  that,  found  in  that,  appearing 
in  that.    But  in  his  own,  no  man  can  be  accepted  >  for  it  is  determmed  of 

God, 
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God,  and  ibindst  irrevei^ble  for  ever,  that  in  his  own  (in  his  own  know* 
ledge,  in  his  own  faith,  in  his  own  obedience,  in  his  own  righteoufnefi,  in 
Us  own  willing  and  running,  i^c.)  fksdX  no  fle&  for  ever  be  j\iftified  in  his 
fight ;  but  only  and  ajone  in  the  natuse.  Spirit,  life,  righteoufnels,  fiedth, 
obedience,  and  holineis  of  his  Son.  Therefore  wait  for  the  feed,  that  ye  * 
may  know  the  feed,  feel  the  feed,  the  pure  feed  of  life  (the  leaven  of  tne 
heavenly  kingdom)  and*  may  witnefs  it  arifing  and  come  in  you  to  do  the 
will,  and  you  in  it  quickened  and  enabled  to  live  to  and  ferve  the  living 
God.  And  when  ye  know  this  feed,  ye  know  Chrift ;  and  when  ye>receive 
this  feed,  ye  receive  Chrift ;  and  if  it  live  in  you,  Chrift  lives  in  you  ^  and 
in  it  (being  in  it,  and  abiding  in  it)  are  ye  heirs  of  the  life,  kingdom  and 
power,  which  hsuh  no  end ;  and  ftiall  daily  feel  the  promifes  and  bleflings 
belonging  toiche  feed,  flowing  in  upon  your  fpirits.  But  if  ye  content 
yourfelves  with  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  which  the  erring  and  apoftatifed 
fpirit  of  man  from  the  life  and  power,  may  gather  out  of  the  letter  of  the 
fcriptures,  and.  feed  thereon  •,  that  will  not  nourifh  you  up  to  eternal  life, 
but  death,  and  fin,  and  the  gates  of  hell  will  have  power  over  you  notwith- 
ftanding  that  \  but  if  ye,  through  the  Spirit,  receive  power  oyer  that  which 
is  contrary  to  God,  and  through  him  tnortify^  the  deeds'  of  the  body,  ye 
fliall  live.  Therefore  wait  for  the  manifeftation  of  the  pure  power  of  the 
endlefs  life,  which  is  now  difpenfed  from  on  high  (blefled  be  the  name  of 
the  living  one)  and  wait  to  know  and  be  joined  to  that  feed  of  life,  where- 
in and  whereby  it  is  di^nfed,  that  ye  may  witnefs  Chrift's  kingdom 
come  to  you,  and  the  reign  of  your  fpirits  with  him  therein,  over  all  that . 
capthraieth  from  him,  loadeth  the  feul,  boweth  down  and  oppiiefleth«. 


A    POSTSCRIPT, 

Concerning  Deceit  and  being  Deceived. 

THERE  is  that  which  deceives  (where  it  is  hearkened  to}  and  there  is 
that  which  is  liable  to  be  deceived  by  it.  There  is  likewife  that 
which  deceiveth  not ;  and  there  is  alio  that  which  cannot  be  deceived.  So 
likewife  there  is  a  pure  fear  and  watching  in  the  truth  againft  the  deceit, 
left  by  any  means  it  Ihould  enter  and  betray..  As  alfo  there  is  a  fear  that 
is  a  mare  (which  the  true  faith  preferves  out  of ),  whereby  many  are  en- 
tangled in  the  very  bowels  of  deceit,  even  concerning  thofe  very  things 
about  which  they  arc  afraid  they  fhould  be  deceived.  This  hath  oeen  ex- 
perienced by  thofe,  who  have  been  acquainted  with  the  Lord's  precious 
truth,  and  thereby  are  come  to  know  and  difcern  the  wiles  and  devices  of 
Satan  \  who  oftea  hath  quenched  what  the  Lord  hath  kindled^ .  by  his  ftir- 

ring^. 
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ring  up  a  fear,  left  it  thould  not  be  of  the  Lord,  but  from  thefpirk  of 
deceit. 

It  is  true,  that  in  the  apoftafy  from  the  life  and  Spirit  of  truth,  deceit 
did  generally  prevail  and  overwhelm  the  minds  of  people.  And  fo  far  a$ 
people  arc  yet  in  the  apoftafy  (not  being  gathered  and  redeemed  out  of  it, 
by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord),  they  are  vet  under  deceit ;  though 
perhaps  they  little  think  lb.  Little  did  we  think  rormer ly  (and  litde  do  they 
think  now,  who  are  now*  in  that  ftate  we  were  then  in),  that  while  we  fo 
much  feared  being  deceived,  we  were  already  deceived,  being  Ihort  of  the 
life  and  power  of  truth,  which  alone  is  able  to  make  free  and  preferve 
from  deceit.  When  the  Lord  cometh  to  bring  to  the  primitive  light  and 
principle,  that  he  might  perfedly  deliver  out  of  deceit;  what  can  the  ene- 
my do  more  advantageoufly  towards  keeping  his  hold  in  the  ifiind  (and  to- 
wards keeping  the  mind  in  the  deceits  wherein  he  hath  already  entangled 
it),  than  to  ftir  up  and  heighten  a  fear  in  it,  left  thef  precious  truth,  which 
God  maketh  manifeft  to  deliver  the  foul  by,  (hould  be  deceit  ?  And  they  that 
hearken  to  and  let  in  the  voice  of  the  deceiver,  muft  needs  believe  it  to  be 
ib.  And  thus  with  them  light  cometh  to  be  called  darknefs,  and  darknefs 
light.  Yea,  who  is  it,  at  this  day,  who  efcapeth  this  fnare,  of  calling  evil 
good,  and  good  evil  ?  Surely  none  but  he,  whofe  foul  is  led  into  and  lives 
in  the  light  and  power  of  truth. 

For  moft  men  take  up  principles  (according  to  their  own,  or  other  m«is 
underftanding  of  the  fcriptures),  and  judge  according  to  thofe  principles ; 
and  fo  (he  Spirit  and  light  of  the  Lord  judgeth  not  in  them,  but  they 
themfelves  judge  according  to  an  aiTumed  ITnowledge.  So  that  Be(h  is  not 
lilent,  the  man  is  not  dead  in  them  and  brought  to  nothing,  but  only  lives 
in  an  higher  region  than  he  did  before.  Before,  he  lived  in  an  apparent 
unri^hteoufnefs ;  now  he  lives  in  an  imagined  righteoufnefs  and  faith ;  but 
not  m  the  Son's  righteoufne&,  not  in  the  Son's  faith,  not  in  the  Son's 
power,  not  in  the  Son's  dominion ;  but  at  beft  only  in  that  which  he  ap- 
prehendeth  and  ftrongly  imagineth  to  be  fo. 

Oh  I  happy  is  he,  who  is  come  through  all  his  own  imaginings  and  con- 
ceivings about  the  things  of  God,  and  his  own  apprehenfions  about  forip- 
tures  and  promifes,  and  is  come  into  the  thins  itfelf,  into  the  Spirit  of  life 
(into  the  truth  and  into  the  power),  and  who  walks  with  God  therein, 
daily  witneffing  the  redemption  which  is  of  him  through  his  Son  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  Known  and  partook  of  in  the  pure  quickening  Spirit,  and  not 
othcrwife.  And  he  that  is  truly  begotten  of  God,  and  dwells  with  him  in 
the  light  which  is  eternal,  knows  that  he  is  of  God ;  which  others  may 
ftrongly  imagine  they  are,  but  none  elfe  can  truly  know  it,  but  may  eafily 
err  and  be  entangled  in  the  deceits  of  the  encmv  (about  the  new  birth,  and 
other  weighty  things)  while  tliey  are  gready  an*aid  of  being  deceived  by 
him,  and  fo  (through  that  fear)  fly  the  pure  truth,  which  frees  from  deceits, 
left  it  Ihould  deceive  them. 

A  Brief 


I 
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A  Brief  Account  of  my  Soma  Travel  towards  the 
-  Holy  Land,  and  how  at  length  it  pleafed  the  Lord 
to  join  my  Heart  to.  his  pure,  holy,  living  Truth; 
wherein  I  have  \/itnei3ed  the  New  Covenant,  and 
Peace  with  the  Lord  therein.  With  a  few  Words  con- 
cerning the  Way  of  Knowing,  and  Receivii^  the 
Truth :  which  is  not  done  by  Disputes  and  Reafon- 
ings  of  the  Mind  about  it;  but  in  waiting  aright 
lor  the  D«nonftration  and  Power  of  G  o  d's  Spirit  to 
open  the  Heart  and  Underftanding,  and  by  fubmiflive 
Obedience  to  it,  even  in  its  loweft  Appearances  in  the 
inward  Parts. 

'Y  heart  from  my  childhood  was  pointed  towards  the  Lord;  whom^ 

1  feared  knd  longed  after'  fix)m  my  tender  years ;  wherein  1  felt,  that 

^  could  not  be  fatisfied  with  (nor  indeed  (eek  after)  the  things  of  this  pe- 
rifhing  world,  which  naturally  pafs  away ;  but  I  defired  true  fenfe  of,  and 
unity  with,  that  which  abideth  for  ever.  There  was  fomewhat  indeed  then 
ftill  within  me  .(even  the  feed  of  eternity)  which  leavened  and  balanced  my 
Iph-it  almoflr  continually  5  but  I  knew  it  not  diftinftly,  fo  as  to  turn  to  it» 
and  give  up  to  it,  entirely  and  underftandingly.  .  In  this  temper  of  mind  I 
earneftly  fought  after  the  Lord,  applying  myfelf  to  hear  fcrmons  and  read 
the  beft  books  I  could  meet  with,  but  efpecially  the  fcriptures,  which  were 
very  fweet  and  favoury  to  me ;  yea,  I  very  earneftly  defired  and  preQcd  after 
the  knowledge  of  the  fcriptures,  but  was  much  afraid  of  receiving  mens 
interpretations  of  them,  or  of  fattening  any  interpretation  upon  them  my- 
felf;  but  waited  much,  and  prayed  much,  that  from  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
I' might  receive  the  true  undcrftandinfl;  of  them,  and  that  he  would  chiefly 
endue  me  with  that  knowledge,  which  I  might  feel  fanftifying  and  fav'm^. 
Apd  indeed  I  did  fenfibly  receive  of  his  love,  cf  his  mercy,  and  of  his 
grace,  which  I  felt  ftill  freely  to  move  towards  me,  and  at  leafons  when  I 
was  moft  filled  with  the  fenfe  of  my  own  unworthinefs,  and  had  leaft  expec- 
tations of  the  manifeftation  of  them.  But  F  was  exceedingly  entangled 
about  ele&ion  and  reprobation  (having  drunk  in  that  doftrine,  according  as 
Vol.  II.  H  it 


5©  A  brief  Account  $f  fip  SouTs  Travel 

it  was  then  held  forth  by  the  ftriAeft  of  tjiofe  that  were  termed 

2nd  aithcnfeeoicd  tobpjxa^nuiuffiaitjuid  p^^         Ram.  isu  ^cX 

fearing  left,  notwithftaadtng  all  my  defires  and  feekings  afber  the  Lord,  he 
might  in  his  decr^  have  pafled  me  by  ^  and  I  felt  it  wdukd  be  bitter  to  me 
16 feeaf  hi»  wrjlth,  and  be  f^t>toi«ed  f^imi  his  love  fer-evermore;  yet,  if  ht 
l^d  fo,i|eefeQd»  it  voiHd  be,  and  I  flioit^d  (iMiCwiilift«n^}iM  thefe  iak  be^ 
ginoings  and  hopes)  fall  away  md  p^rilh  tx  the  laft*  In  this  great  tnnibk 
and  grief  (which  was  much  add^  to^  fay  not  finding  the  Sbirit  of  God  jb  in 
me  and  with  im»  as  I  had  read  and  faeuevod  the  mrmer  Qiriftiaiis  ItacI  \t\ 
and  ip  Aouming;  ovtr  and  gva^ling  >vith  fecret  c^^Tuptions  and  ceomtations, 
i  fpent  many  years,  ^d  fell  mto  great  weaknefs  or  body ;  and  otten  caft- 
ing  myfitf  upon  my^ed,  (fid  wring  my  liands  and  weep  biucrly,  beg* 
giflg  caraeiUy  erf*  the  Lor^  ^Stf\  Mnt  I*  m^ht  be  pitied  faf  iiim,  and 
helped  againft  my  enemies,  and  be  made  confbtmabie  to  the  image  of  his 
&m,  by  his  own  renewing  power.  And  indeed  at  hSt  (when  my  nature 
was  almoft  fponc,  ahd  the  pit  of  Mpmr  was  even  dofing  ka  mouth  upon 
me)  mercy  ^rao^,  and  deUvcrmce  oame»  and  t&e  Lord  my  God  owned  me^ 
and  fealed  his  love  unto  me,  and  light  fprang  within  me,  which  made  not 
only  the  (criptunes,  but  the  very  outward  creatures  g^mous  in  my  eye,  io 
that  every  tmng  was  fweet  and  pleaiknt  and  lightfixne  noond  about  me* 
But  I  (bon  felt,  that  this  eftate  was  too  high  and  glorious  for  me,  and  I  was 
not  able  to  abide  in  it,  it  fo  overcame  my  aetw^  fjarits ;  wher^xe,  blef- 
ring  tlie  name  of  the  Lord  for  his  great  goodneis  to  mie^  Iprs^ed  unto  hkp 
to  take  that  from  me  which  I  was  not  aole  to  bear,  and  to  give  me  iiicb  a 
proportion  of  his  tight  and  prefence,  as  was  fuitable  to  my  prefent  ftate, 
and  might  fit  me  for  his  fervice.  w  hereupon  this  was  prdeotly  removed 
from  me  -,  yet  a  favour  remained  with  me,  wherein  \  had  fweetnc&»  snd 
comfort,  and  refrefiiment  fi>r  a  Iqds  feaA>9*  But  my  mind  did  not  then 
know  how  to  turn  to  and  dwell  wim  that  wtich  gave  me  the  favour,  nor 
rightly  to  read  what  Gpd  ^id  daily  write  in  m^  ^eart,  which  fiiffidently 
/roaniftfted  itfelf  to  be  of  him,  by  its  li^g  virtue  and  pure  raerauon 
upon  me ;  but  I  looked  upon  the  fcrk)tures  to  be  my  rule*  and  io  would 
weigh  the  inward  appearances  of  Goa  to  me  by  what  was  outwardly  writ* 
tcB,  and  durft  not  receive  any  thing  fnvh  God  immediately,  as  it  i^rang 
from  the  fountain,  but  only  in  that  mediate  way.  Herein  did  I  lin^it  the 
Holy  One  of  tfrael,  and  exceedingly  hurt  my  own  foul,  as  I  afterwards 
felt  and  came  to  underiland  Yet  die  Lord  was  tender  to  me,  and  oon«- 
deicended  exceedingly,  opening  fcripmres  to  me,  freibly  every  dayt  teach- 
ing and  inftruding,  warxninfi;  and  comfbrtinK  my  heart  thereby  i  and  truly 
he  did  help  me  to  pray,  ana  to  believe,  ancfto  love  him  and  his  a[^)ear- 
ances  in  any;  yea,  to  love  all  the  fons  of  meii,  and  all  his  creatures,  with 

a  true  bve«    But  xbax  in  me  which  knew  not  the  appearances  of  the  Lord 

in 


Itttttf  ^iitt^  btic  WQld  limit  Um  to  ¥»ni»  cf  .Icripcims  feiiaeiif  wrnten^ 
Itet  juDtMdcA  y«t  fo«didv  and  ^woiiM  beoifitiga  fi^brick  of  knowfec^ 
out  of  the  fiiripmres^  and  gathering  a  perfeft  rule  (as  I  thought)  concern- 
fog  my  heart,  mv  wordt^  Kry  ways^-  my  werflilps  aiad  aonr&g  to  i^atl 
thoft  OTUik  in  <«ef  litis  manner,  i^m  the  fet^ptma)  i  pra&ifec^  and  «rith 
imieh  ieridufneft  of  f^ic and  ^ayer  to  God  feH  a  lielfMe  to  Inifld  upon 
independent  congfisgiitidAi  ^iliimiii  the  ixwat  af  fife  aocf  the  pidence  of 
God  wai  freOi  mrii  me,  as  I  l>tlievie  dttio  aiie  yot  ibme  aliw  of  diac 
lX)ngfegfliictn  cai>  teflify^ 

This^wtt  myibte^  irfben  I *lms  finfioen;  bitd^  and  dfftitfled ^  die 
Lofd»  confounded  in  tttf  ^drfl^  ctitifeimded  4n  my  knuwledge,  ftripped 
of  aU  in  *Oiie  day  (wlHch  it  b  hani  to  imer)  and  ¥jm  tnjater  of  amaseitaeiii; 
to  ^  flhatt  tefaeld  me.  1  lay  op«A  and  nalBtd  ioHl  liuLt  ^would  enqinre  of 
me,  aftd'ftrivetofeaidi  out  %hat  mif^  be  the  oaiafe  ^tba  Lord  Ibould^eifl 
fbvridi^iM..  Tiiey  #ould at  fi#ft 4ie  jeidoos  diat  I yid finned  and  pmmk 
Um  lb  toidoi  bat  when  the^dad  fdmned  things '  diotoiighly,  and  I  ^had 
opened  my  haatt  nakedly  to  «Mm,  ^I^do  nM  ^  ttmitfibct  any  cne  dyitt-  evw 
ittidlHrd  'duu: ftflfe  concerning  riie..  Mffi\A  itmeitibefiedi 'die  ^wormwood 
tand  gall,  die  etteedinft'bitcemeft  ^  that  ilaio,  and  is  ^ftiH  humblod  in  mb 
fai  tte  t^emembrimce  <»^it  bef<)re  the  Lotd^-.  Qh  1  hem  did  I  wiih  with  jfcrib, 
liiat  I  might  come  btSott  lum^  and  'bowiiq^  plead  with  him  ^ -for  indeed  i 
had  no  fenib  i£  any  guilt  upon  me,  but  was  fick  of  love  towards  liim,  and 
as  ckift  viohmdy  rent  from  the  bofimi  df 'lua  bddVcsdl  Oh  !•  how  f^ly 
wiould  I  h*ve  met  widi  death!  For  I  wdstweary  all  the  day  kHw,  and  aftiA 
ttf  i3ie  night,  mid  weary  alio  of  the^mght-^feafon,  and  a6aid  ofthe^eafUB^ 
idtiy. .  I  remember  -  my  grievous  ds^  ;bitter  moumings  to  the  Xiord ;  how 
ciften  did  I  fair,  OImI,  wfylnift  tbdu  f&r/akm  mf  ^^^ 
fkeis  f  JtiM  m^Mgbt  but  tbee^  nod^e  Mfkr  mrf  hit  ibee.  Mj^ h^rf  mas 
^iftt  wMjy  toforvi  tbee^  Md  tbm  b^€^>enfi$id  me  (as  appeared  to  iny-feidiO. 
ifmaff^  deep  tmrdfes  awi  eitperknces  fer  thf  firvke^\  wby^tbm  m^e  me  $bus 
yiriferMef. Sometimes  I  woifld  caft  mine  eye  upoi»  a fenpt^re,  andmylie^ 
Would'ereta  mek'Wtdiin  me»  at  other  times  I  would^flre  to  pray  to  my. 
God,  »i  had  formerly  done;  butl  found  I  knew  htm  not,  and  I  could 
not  teHliow  to  pray,  or  in  any-wife  tt>  comenear  him,  as  I  had-formerly 
tbne,  fo  this  condidon  1  wandered  up %nd  down  fiom^  mouncaia  to  hil^ 
fiom  one  fort  to  anodier,  with  a  cry  in  my  Ipbit,  Gauye  fill  tmei  "^yf^'be- 
idvedf  Jffbere  doib  be  dwell  f  Wben  dstb  be  t^pear  f  Sot  thek,  v^ces  weit 
Afflftipge  to  me,  ilndl  ihouklTe&efiidi^  oppreflM,  jand  bowed  dowti  * 
inspirit,  from  them. 

Now  furdy,  aB  feiioiss^  foher,  ienfible  people^  wfflbe  ready  to  enqfuive^ . 
jbow  I  came  &tisfyingly  taknow  the  Lord  at  lengtb;  ot  wkedier  Ju(lo  yet.. 
aertainly  know  hun,  and  am.yet  tndy  iadsfiedi  . 

Ha-.  Yes- 


^  A  brief  jiccoUnilff  \i^S9uF s^Jravel. 

,     Ycs^  indeed,.  I  a«i  fidtfted  at  nqr  ^«f:il^9fxt.    TYuJf  tnfLbeaft  is  umtftl 
to  htm  whom  I  UmgcdjAftsr*  io  aoevier)^!^  coir^aat  of  pure  life  aoid 

pca0C«..     ..••:  J  '..'    tj^  :::.'.  ^' ;       '   ••  . 

:  ..WeU.tfacDtfaw  came 4u9  about?  will fbme lay. 
i.    Why.  thus.  ^  The  Lordxipened  my  fpirit,  the  Lordfg^yo:  rae  .the  certain 
and  fenfible  deling; of  the  pure  ^ed^  sffhiph  liad  beea^with  me  from  (he 
beginnings  the  Lord^^aXiied.bi^  hoJ^r. power,  tp  fall  upon  me,  and  g%ve me 
fuch;8n'iow:ard.'dto)OQftiMlioo  j^  o&Mt^  that  I  cried 

out  in  my  fpirit,  ^bis  is  be^  this  is  be\  there  is  not  another^  tkere  never  was 
'anoth&.  f  Jit.ivas  ilunrysn^r  me^  tbftUgb  I  knew  bim  not  (iroc  fo  fenlibly,.npt 
^fo  dij|jtin<9dy,  aa  now  hr  W^  retealedjii  m,e*and  to  me' by. the  Father}  \bb1 
ibat  I  m^bt  now  ke  joined,' H  bim^  and  ^  4^^.  vigbt  Jive  in  me. :_  An4fp  in  t^^ 
wiUingaefe/ which:(3Qd:;hai(iwrwghti^  pie  (in  th<?  ,d»y  <)f  hjs  jpfHver  t!f>My 
fiHlU).J«a?eup  80;be:ii^fc^odf  :«BeJ5cifed,,^d  led  by.  hi»H  ift.the  i^raifc 
ing  for  and:  feeding  OC.  his^ Jbo)y  fe«d>  t^tt  all  mighc.be  wrought  out  of.  o^e 
whidi  could  not  Uve  with,  the  feed,.. but  would  be  hindering  the.dweUang 
and  i^nii^g  of  the  foed  in  ffie,i  while  it  remained  and  had  power;  And 
jib  I  have  g9Ae  through  a  (ore  travail,  and  fig^  of  .afflidion^  and  i^mptgr 
dons,  of'ttiany  kinc^s;  |i$th^rein  the  Lord  hatii  been  merciful  to  me  in 
helping  nv^ti'Md  pre^ii!ig  U^e  fgfids:^  of  lUe  in  me^  in  the  .midft  of  ^a^a^jf 
tbii)ga:l¥hich;  lud  jft^^i^ipe^  whofe.  nsitMre  tended,  tp  qu^n^h  and  extiiir 
guiOi  iti ,   .  . :  i      .  ,       r    .  *.-....     ^.     .   ' 

V  Now.vthus  having « met  with  the  true,  way^  ^d  walked,  with  the  Lo|»i 
thereioy .  whesejm  da^  certainty,  yea..andiull:afibranoe  of.£uth  and:  of  un* 
^^tfXmding  is  sit  ki^gth  pb&unedvi  caanorbe  (i}cnt  (traf  Jove  and  pure 
li£^,  ^^fiog4ii:nfie  wAmowfgf^}i  but  api  Qepeflitated/t(a[  .teliify  qf  it  id 
othert)'#nd  thi3  i$,lt,  ,To. retire  inwardly^  and  wait  to  l^el  fbmewhat  <^ 
the  Lmdj  fomewhat.of  hia  Hofy  Spirit  ^and  power,  difcoyering .  and  drawl- 
ing from  that  which  is  contrary  to  him,  and  into  his  iioly  najture  andn  hear 
venly  ima^.  And  then,  as  the  mi(ul  is  joined  to  this,  iome what  is  r^ 
ceived,  fome  true  ]ife,.i^e.  true  lights  fome  true  diicerninj^ $  which  th^ 
creature  not  exceedii^  (b^ti  abiding  in  the  meafure;  of)  is  f^Ci.  but  it  is 
eafy  erring  from  this,  but  hard  abiding  with,  it,  and  not  ooina  before,  its 
leiings.  ^^But  hc.that  feck  life,  and%»n3  in  life,  doTh?  not;  tc^ 
fafely  i  And  he  th^  waits,  and  fears,-  and  goes  on  no  further  than  his  cap^ 
tain  goes  before  himy  doth  he  not  pr(^peed  fafely  ?  Yjca  ^  very  fafely,  evea 
till  lie  cometh .  to  be  fo  fettled  and  eilablilhed  in  the  virtue,  demonr 
ftration  and  power  of  truth,  as  nothing  can  prevaH  to  (hake  turn.  Now, 
blefled  be  the  Lord,  there  are  many  at  this  day,  who  can  truly  and.  £pth- 
£illy  wimeis,  that  t^ey-  have  been  brought  by  the  Lord  to  this  ftate. 
And  thus  have  we  learned  of  the  Lord  \  to  wit,  not  by  the  high,  ftrivuu^ 
alpirihg  mind;  but  by  lying  low,  a^d  being  contentoi  with  a  hole,    if 

but 


hf»r«r:Tb9e9t/q9B|e«(e4  :Vith  it,-  and  aJfo  thankful  tp  the  .^4x4  «»r  ipj, 
bf  ^iQfjg^tf^lnefsi  and  wiie- fearchi^g;  and  deep  confidCTiBg' with;  ouf 
'A^n.»«rdprn  an^fipafpn  h^^wcpbouncdk^ilMttuiilwiH^^^  «nd,li»ar 
^.maitin^.' Jiayc  iwe  found  -tiu^t;  onwdit  intothe  d^tib,  ^hK»  ^  not  tokbc 
l;he.  my&ems^  Gocl'sr  kiM;d<WD,  fipa  that  v^uch  is!  to  lW<v  made^ve'  ai 

increafe  in  life.  r        \  l.^.     i-  ' '..  iri";  ''\;  aI> 

Therefore  he  that  would  truly  know  the  Lord,  let  Kim  take  heed  of  his  own 
reafon  and  underftanding.  I  tried  this  way  very  far ;  for  I  confidered  moft 
ferioufly  and  uprighdy ;  I  prayed,  I  read  the  fcriptures,  t  earneftly  defired, 
to  underftand  and  find  out  whether  that,  which  this  people,  called  Qua- 
kers, teftified  of,  was  the  only  way  and  truth  of  God  (as  they  feemed  to 
me  but  to  pretend)^  but  for  all  this  prqudices  multiplied  upon  me,  and 
ftrong  reaionings  againft  them,  whidi  appeared  to  me  as  unanfwerable* 
But  when  the  L/>rd  revealed  his  feed  in  me,  and  touched  my  heart  there* 
with,  which  adminiftered  true  life  and  virtue  to  me,  I  prefendy  felt  them 
there  the  children  of  the  Moft  High,  and  fo  grown  up  in  his  life,  power, 
and  holy  dominion  (as  the  inward  eye,  being  opened  by  the  Lord,  fees)  as 
drew  forth  from  me  great  reverence  of  heart,  and  praifes  to  the  Lx>rd,  who 
had  fb  appeared  among  men  in  thefe  latter  days.  And  as  God  draweth, 
in  any  refpeft,  oh  I  give  up  in  faithfulnefs  to  him !  Deijpife  the  (hame,  take 
up  the  crofs  •,  for  indeed  it  is  a  way  which  is  very  crois  to  man,  and  which 
his  wifdom  will  exceedingly  be  afhamed  of;  but  that  muft  be  denied  and 
turned  from,  and  the  fecrct  fenfible  drawings  of  God's  Spirit  waited  for  and 
given  up  to.  Mind,  people :  He  that  will  come  into  the  new  covenant, 
muft  come  into  the  obedience  of  it.  The  light  of  life,  which  God  hath 
hid  in  the  heart,  is  the  covenant  y  and  from  this  covenant  God  doth  not 
^;iye  knowledge  to  fatisfy  the  vaft,  alpiriijgi,  S2Biprchcnding..wbHom^  of 
man;  but  living  knowledge,  to  feed  that  which  is  quicjccned  by  him ; 
which  knowledge  is  given  in  the  obedience,  and  is  very  iweet  and  precious 
to  the  ftate  of  him  that  knows  how  to  feed  upon  it.  Yea  truly,  this  is  of 
a  very  excellent,  pure,  precious  nature,  and  a  Utde  of  it  weighs  down  that 
great  vaft  knowledge  in  the  comprehending  part,  which  the  man's  fpirit 
and  nature  fo  much  prizeth  and  prefieth  after.  And  truly,  friends,  I  wit- 
nefs  at  this  day  a  great  difference  between  the  fweemefs  of  comprehend- 
ing the  knowledge  of  things,  as  exprefled  in  the  fcriptures  (this  I  fed 
much  on  ftjrmerly),  and  tafting  the  hidden  life,  the  hidden  Manna  in  the 
heart  (which  is  my  food  now,  bleiled  for  ever  be  the  Lord  my  God  and 
Saviour).  Oh  !  that  others  had  a  true,  certain,  and  fenfible  tafte  of  the  life, 
virtue,  and  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  as  it  is  revealed  there !  Surely,  it  could 
not  but  kindle  the  true  hunger,  and  inflame  the  true  thirft ;  which  can 
never  be  fatisficd  but  by  the  true  byad,  and  by  water  from  the  living 

fountain. 


'tf  Aoemflf  v^SeuVnTi'aoel,  &c. 

1  di^yMirVn^tMa  «»t  «M  thk  M  etrnitftly  anl 
ad  tlUfUti^,  ttm-Mx/H  iBXi  i»  tamtght  u  rifoi  fttt 
(ik'tfii  tnie  fileneetfliit  'St^  DM  ih  <be  pifiic  Mlbeft 
,  tea  fo  the  LcM's  doe  iiHcvm<ii,  <htt  tAJdilMKft 
iWalcdKd  blind  iM  Ibtt,' *bd  AtilSet  it  Mcb  .tfe«i«  ^ 
r  eYcmne,  jtm.  . 
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the  Confcipnce  i  apd  the  Qarment 
Qf  Saltation,  $uid  wb^t  it  is  ttis^t 
is  CQvqred  thq-ewifH* 


Concerning  the  Rig^ht  Ground  of 

Certainty  therein. 
Concerning  Tendernei^  of   Spirit, 

and  Penecution. 
A  Qv z%y  concernitig  Separations 

LIKE  WIS  £, 

Soms  QUESTIONS  and  AN6WBR8  concerniag die 
Church  of  the  New  Covenant,  the  Rock  or  F^undatioft  wii^eoa 
it  is  Built,  and  its  Prefervation  by  atid  upon  the  Rock. 

WITH 

Some  Q  U  E  R I  £  S  concerning  the  fcatt:erc4  and  hidden  Eftate  of  iiuf, 
Church  j  and  coneerniQg  th^t  Church  i^hich  gpt  up  ia  the  View  of  d^q 
Word,  milead  th^^^eof ;  91)4  was  ackiiowledfix^  ()]r  the  Wcrld»  ^  If  Ihc 
had  been  d)e  True  Church  ^  thoifgb  in  Dee^  ap|[)  Truth  0xe  .wf^  i}Ot  .£^* 

Wliertimto  are  ad^ed^ 

5oi»e   QJJERJ^JS   to  Professpjis  ^bd<p«|p©f  Wfi^ 

AttainmeotSt  &c. 

Written  by  One,  whom  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  (of  his  great  Goo4o.e(8» 
and  tender  Mercy)  to  lead  out  of  the  Darknefs,  into  his  nxarvdloua 
.   light  \  known  among  Men  by  the  Naine  of 
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TO    THE 


j»     t' 


K  O  YALSOCIETYi 
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>.  .    « 


/--• 


SO      TERMED. 


Friends, 


1H  A  V  E  heard  that  fc  are  ieeking  after  the  excellency  of  nature  and 
learning.  I  am  not  «for  difcoun^ng  any  man,  in  endeavouring  after 
that  which  is  good,  ufeful,  and  excellent  in  its  kind  and  place ;  but  it  is 
the  advantage  of. every  thing,  to  know  and  abide  in  ^ts  place-,  and  to 
Honour,  and  ferve  him,  from  whom  all  good  gifts  and  endowments  come. 
Man  hath  but  a  mbiment  in  this^  world, '  and  he  is  here  lio  more ;  and  thea 
the  fpirit  retumeth  to  God  that  gave  it^  to-  give  an  account  of  the  talent 
which  he  gave  it,  and  its  improvement  thereof,  to  the  glory  of  him  that 
gave  it,  and  to  the  falvation  of  its  own  fouL  New,  this  talent  is  <^  an 
higher  kind  than  nature,  and  will  lead  higher  than  nature ;  giving  a  man 
to  partake  of  that  wifdom  from  which  nature  came ;  and  teaching  him  to 
order  all*  that  is  natutal  to*  its  right  end.  For  God  is  not  an  enemy  to  na- 
ture, but  DO  the  corruption  and  diforder:  of  nature^  I  defire  ye  might 
know  and  partake  of  the  true  wifdom,  and  feel  union  vnth  God  in  the 
principle  01  his  own  life ;  and  the  mcorruptible  and  heavenly  feed  of  God 
receive  dominion  over  the  earthly  and  corruptible*  For  this  end  Gngly,  in 
^e  love  fpiing^  up  in  my  heart  towards  you  (as  it  often  doth,  both  to- 
wards particular  perfons  and  fbcieties ;  for  1  am  a  friend  to  aU,  and  a  lover 
of  all ;  fincerely  dcfiring  the  good  of  all,  and  the  right  guidance  of  their 
ibub  to  fai^pineis),  have  I  propofed  thefe  things  following  more  particu- 
larly to  your  i^ew,  though  they  concern  others  aUb,  that  ye  thereby  might 
be  awakened  to  fearch  after  that  which  is  mod  excellent  in  you,  and  be 
acquainted  with  the  virtue  and  precious  efieds  thereof,  to  tne  full  fatis- 
&dion  and  compleitt  joy  of  your  fouls,  in  that  which  alone  is  aUe  fully  ta 
fatisfy,  and  give  them  ground  of  durable  joy  and  rejoicing,  in  that  which 
is  not  of  a  perifhing  nature ;  but  which  was,  and  is^  and  will  be  the  fame  for 
ever. 

From  a  friend  to  the  evedafting  pe^^of  your  fouls,  and  a  defirer  of 
yow  wel&ie  and  profperity  in  this  world, 
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SOME 


THINGS  relating  to  RELIGION,  ^c. 


Of  Certainty^    and  rightly-grounded    AfTurance,    in   Matters  of 

Religion. 

# 

THERE  i$  a  witnefi  of  and  from  God  in  every  confcienee ;  whick^ 
in  his  light,  power,  and  authority,  witnefieth  for  him,  and  againft 
that  which  is  contrary  to  him,  as  he  pleafeth  to  move  upon  it,  vifit- 
ing  and  drawing  the  hearts  of  the  fons  of  men  by  it. 

From  this  witneis  proceeds  the  true  and  weU-grounded  religion  in  the 
mind  towards  God :  For  this  witnefs  both  teftifietn  and  demonftrateth  that 
there  is  a  God,  and  alfo  inclineth  the  mind  to  defire  and  feek  after  the  right 
knowledge  and  true  worfhip  of  him. 

And  luch  who  keep  to  this  witneis,  and  wait  upoQ  God  therein,  are 
taught  by  it  the  true  fpiritual  worlhip ;  the  true  and  pure  fear  of  the  Moft 
High ;  the  faith  which  he  giveth  to  his  faints  •,  the  love  which  is  chafte  and 
unfeigned ;  the  hope  which  purifieth  the  mind,  and  anchors  it  on  the  eter- 
nal rock ;  the  meeknefs,  patience,  gendencis,  humility,  &f .  which  is  not 
of  man's  nature,  but  the  gift  of  God^  and  the  nature  of  the  heavenly 
giver. 

And  then  for  exercifes  of  religion,  as  pcaying  to  the  Father  of  fpirits, 
hearing  the  heavenly  voice, .  reading  in  the  Spirit,  and  with  the  renewed 
underftanding,  finging  and  making .  melody  in  the  heart  (and  alfo  with  the 
voice)  to  the  Lord,  as  his  life  is.  feH»  and  tlifc  fpiritual  bleifings  and  treafure 
received ;  all  thefe,  and  whatever  elfe  is  judged  necelTary  for  the  foul,  are 
taught  by  this  witnefs  of  God  in  .the  confcienee,  as  the  foul*  growcth  up  in 
the  light.  Spirit,  nature,  and  holy  power  thereof 

But  now,  when  the  hotd  reacheth  to  his  witnefs  in  men,  and  is  teaching 
their  hearts  by  it,  then  the  enemy,  the  other  fpirit,  whofe  feat  is  in  tli« 
other  part,  kecpeth  a  noife  there,  to  overbear  the  voice  of  the  witnefe, 
and  to  make  men  t^e  up  religion  in. another  part,  which  is  (hallow,  and 
reacheth  not  to  the  depth  and  weight  of  truth,   which  is  in  the  witnefs 
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of  God|  and  which  the  witnels  of  God  gives  to  them«  that  conre 
thither. 

^Thus  the  eiitiii|  (Uiieili  up  twfeiftng^  .Jmag^ftatiDas^  and' c^nfultatioas 

about  God,  and  his  worfhip ;  wherein  he  raifeth  up  the  vaii^  ihaUow  vmxA^ 
fOi  ging  'igmf ' ftriflgf Hg"  fttftir  rdineWharplealihg  and.  fuitable  to  the  earthly 
underftanding ;  taking  up  the  mind  therewith,  and  engaging.the  heart  in 
fome  fuch  prafbices  therefrom  as  may  quiet  and  fatisfy  that  part  in  men. 
For  the  ways  that  men  take  up  in  their  reafonings  and  underuandings,  fa- 
tisfy their  reafonings  and  underftandings ;  and  fo  they  walk  in  the. light  of 
the  l^rks,^  an4  ^^rm^Hemielves  l^y  thi  fire  of  theit  own  kindUn^^  but  dU 
this  Vnfw^rs  not  the  witnefs  of  God  in  them,  nor  will  be  approved  by  his 
light  in  their  own  confciences,  when  it  comes  again  tQ  be  revealed  and 
made  manifcft  in  them. 

This  was  the  ground  of  the  error  both  of  the  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
i "  The  OMil*  wei*  itifightened  by  God  mSa  his  true  light ;  what  might: 
be  known  of  God  (fuitable  to  th6ir  date  and  capacity)  being  manifefted  in 
them*  inibmuch  as  it  is  witnefled  concerning  them  in  the  fcriptures  (which 
a^e  a  true  redord  and  teftioxMiy) .  that  they  knew  God.  But  when  they 
knew  him^  diey  glorified  hitn  not  as  God,  but  became  vain  in  their  ima«- 
gination^i  and  to  their  fbolifli  heart  was  darkened  concerning  him :  and  they 
worihipped  him  not  as  the  witnefs  taught  them  he  was  to  be  worfbipped,  not 
aoxM-ding  to  the  flbaaifellatkia  (^  his  ^ght  in  them ;  but  according  to  their 
owl)  fbc^iffa  ifl^tnations  and  reafonings,  which  taught  them  to  make  images 
of  him^  and  fo  to  woiihip  him  in  and  thiough  creatures,  according  to  their 
own  inventions ;  which  is  not  the  true  worihip^  Rum^  i.  ^i,  22,  25,  ^ 

So  likei^ife  the  Jews,  hot  keeping  to  ^e  manifeftation  of  his  light  within 
them  (so  the  word  or  cooimandment  nt^  in  the  mouth  and  heart,  to. 
which  Mofes  diit&ed  them)^  which  would  have  taught  and  enaUed  them 
to  have  kept  to  the  Law  6f  the  letter  without  them ;  they  alfo  ran  into^ 
the  nature  and  fpirit  of  the  heathen^  and  fell  into  imaginings  ^sA  reafonings, 
which  led.  them  to  worfhip  fike  them }  infomuch  that  they  aSb  changed 
their  glory  into  the  image  di  an  ox,  that  eateth  grafs,  iyi  cvi»  20. 

Now  from  this  part  in  man  arifetfa  all  the  uncertainty,  and  doubts,  and 
difiatisfa£tion  about  religion.  And  hence  arift  the  c^inicMis,  and  judgments, 
and  reafonings,  in  the  minds  of  men :  yea,  indeed,  the  btft  of  mens  refK 
gion  here  is  but  an  opinion  or  judgment,  which  the  breath  of  God's  Spirit 
will  (hake  and  diflblve  every-where,  fooner  or  later.  All-  fiefli  is  grafs ;  and 
all  the  beauty  of  mens  knowledge,  religion,  and  worihip  here,  wiH  wither 
like  grafs.  All  the  buildings  and  chwdies  that  are  raifed  here  (how  beau^ 
tifut  foever)  are  but  Birfjylon,  built  by.  man's  underftanding,  by  man's  know- 
ledge,, by  man's  compiehenfion,  by  man's  wifilom,  by  man's  (kiU,  and  in- 
deed in  man's  will  and  time,  and  their  ftanding,  beauty,  ftrength,  and 
Slory«  is  but  fitm  man,  and  ia  num's  day,  and.  will  fade  away  like  a 
ower. 

But 
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Btft  the  true  certainty  is  in  the  day  of  God,  from  the  light  of  hi& 
Spirit  ihimng  into  man's  fpirit,  from  God's  inward  reaching  to  htr  heart -foy 
his  power,  and  teftifying  his  truth  there.  And  this  all  the  powers  of  dark* 
nefs  cannot  prevail  againft  in  itfelf }  no^  nor  a^jaijoft  that  man  da^  is  kept 
to  it.  For  It  is  the  rock  (the  oiily  ro€k)  upon  which  the  whole  oiurch  is 
built,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  preferve  every  member  of  the  church  wbic^ 
is  built  upon  it.  ;        '  '   '  ^       .. 

Ye  then  which  would  cotnc  to  certainty  in  rcligioo,  qbferVe  th^- w^ 
which  is  made  manifeft  from  God  in  this  our  daiy,  blefled  be  hi^  ^tpe, 
which  is  this:  mind  the  witnefs  of  Gocl  in  thy  heart,  and  come  tp,  and 
build  upon,  the  light  thereof  Dwell  not  in  reafonitig^ ;  take  not  lip  thy 
religion  in  reafonings  of  the  mind ;  bur  pafs  through  them,  pafs  bejona 
them,  into  a  light  of  an  higher  nai?dre:  Wait  te  know  the  birth  which  is 
from  God,  and  the  Bght  which  he  gives  to  that  births  What  is  the  birth  ? 
Is  not  the  birth  of  iind  from  the  fecond  Adam  ?  And  what  is  the  heavenly 
birth' s  light  ?  Is  it  not  the  light  of  the  fecond  Adam  ?  Is  it  not  in  nature 
and  kind  above  the  light  of  the  feft  Adam  ?  Where  is  tlie  feat  ($f  reafon- 
ings ?  Is  it  npt  the  earthly  mind,  theiafien  mind  ?  Here  lies  man*s  ftrehgth  \ 
here  is  man's  wtfilom ;  here  is  mati's  life.  It  is  fo  indeed ;  but  the  wilaom 
of  Chrift,  the  light  of  Chrift,  the  life  of  Chrift,  the  power  of  Chrift,  is  a 
cro&  to  this^  finds  it  in  tbe-enmity  agatnft  God,  crucifies  it,  flays  it^  brings 
it  to  nothing ;  and  he  that  will  become  wife  as  to  God,  mull  become  a  fool 
unto  all  this,  a  child,  a  babe,  enteiing  the  .kio^om  without  this,  and 
muft  there  remain  naked  as  to  this,  and  never  put  it  oh  more.' 

Noyir  obfervc  (ye  that  have  underftanding  and  true  fcnfe)  the  difference 
between  the  reKgtoh  which  God  hstth  taught  us,  and'  l(id  us  into,  and  the 
religions  of  all  men  upont  the  earth  befides.  /  ' 

CXir  religion  ftands  wholly  out  of  that,  which  all  their  religion  Hands  In. 
Their  religion  ftands  in  the  comprdiieniion,  in  a  belief  of  a  fiteril  relation 
or  defeription.    Our  religion  ftands  id  a  principle  which  .  change th   the 
mind,  wherein  the  Spirit  of  life  appeareth  to,^and  witnefleth  in  the  con- 
fcience  to  and  concernTng  the  things  of  the  kingdom-,  Where  we  hear  the 
voice,  and  fee  the  ejtprefs  image 'of  the  In vifible  Onfey  arid  know  things, 
not  from  an  outward  relation, '  bur  from  their  inward  nature,  virtue,  and 
power.  ^  Yea,   here  (we  muft  profefi)  we  fo  know  '  things,  that  we  are 
fully  fatisfied  about  them,  and  could  not  doubt  concefniiig  them,  though 
there  never  had  been   w6rd  or  letter  written  ttPthemj    though  ihdeed 
it  is  alfo  a  great  comfort,  and  fweet  rfcfrefliment  to  us,  to  read  that  teftificd 
of  outwardly,  which  (through  the  tender  mercy  eif'our  God)  we  feel  and 
enjoy  inwardly.     And  in  this  our  whole   religion  confifts ;  to  wit,  jn  the 
filence  and  death  of  the  flcfli,  and  in  the  quickening  and  flowing  life  of 
the  Spirit.     For  he  who  is  of  the  new-binh,  of  the  new-creation,; of  the 
fecond  Adam  (the  Lord  from  heaven),  is  as  really  alive  to  God,  ahd  as 
really  lives  to  him  in  his  Spirit,  as  ever  he  was  really  dead  irt  trefpaflts  and 
fins  in  the  time  of  his  alienation  and  eftrangement  from  God. 
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Of  Tendernefs  of  Spirit,  and  Pcrfecution. 

E  which  is  born  of  God,  he  who  is  of  the  love,  and  in  the.  love,  can- 
_  not  but  be  tcwfer..  .He  who  is  born  of  the  earthly  wifdom,  who 
:eth  up  and  holdeth  forth  a  religipn  there,  cannot  but  perfecute.  Why 
ib  ?  Becaufe  he  cannot  but  judge  that  any  man  may  take  up  religion  as  he 
hath  done,  and  fo,  by  reafoning3,  may  come  to  acknowledge  and  take  up 
what  he  hath  taken  up,,. and  holdeth  fi^rth,  or  elfe  he  is  wilful  and  fluborn, 
as  he  judgeth'.  But  now  he  that  is  born  of  God»  and  hath  received  his 
ligh^  knowledge,  relig^ion,  and  way  of  worlhip  &om  him,  he  knoweth 
that  no  man  can  rightly  receive  them  but  the  fame  way  \  to  wit,  from  God, 
by  the  light  which  he  cfiufeth  to  Ihine  into  the  heart  at  his  pleafure,  and 
in  the  faith  which 'he  gives.  So  that  God's  free  and  powerful  Spirit  is  to  be 
waited  upon,  for  the  working  of  all  in  his  people,  and  not  any  forced  to  a£t 
beyond^  or  contrary  to,,  the  principle  of  his  life  and  light  in  them. 


A  Query  concerning  Separation. 

^^.TTfHETHER,  after  the  apoft^y  from,  the  Spirit,  life,  and 
W  po^ci'  of  the  apoiUes,.  and  the  getting  up  of  the  antkhriftian 
ftate,  church,  and  woribip,  there  muft  not  of  neceflity  be  a  feparation 
fi-om  all  thefe,  before  there  can  be  a  recovery  of  the  life  and  power  again, 
and  of  the  true  church-ltate,  which  was  brought  forth  in  the  days  of  the 
apolUes  ^  Muft  there  not  be  a  perfeft  coming  out  of  the  corrupt  ftate  (in 
the  whole  nature,^  feveral  parts  and  degrees  ctf  it)  before  there  can  be  a  rc- 
floratiori  to,  and  witneffine  of,  the  true  and  pure  ftate  ?  Muft  not  the 
Chriftiaiis  now  come  out  of  all  the  antichriftian  inventions  and  churches,  as 
well  as  the  Chriftians  of  old  came  out  of  all  the  heathenifti  worihip,  yea, 
out  of  the  Jewilh  worlhip  and  church  (which,  once  was.  of  God)  before  they 
can  become  an  lioly  building,  an  habitation  to  God  in  the  Spirit  ?  Yea, 
doth  not  the  fame  Spirit  which  cried  to  the  people  of  God  then.  Come  out 
from  among  thetny  andbeyefepatalej  &c.  call  and  cry  now.  Come  out  of  her y 
my  people^  out  of  Babylon,  out  of  the;  falfe  church,  out  of  all  the  antichri^ 
ftian  building3,  which  are  reared  up  after  the  feveral  forms  and  ways  of 
mens  inventing,  being  out  of  the  Spirit,  life,  and  power  which  alone  is  able 
to  build  up  in  and  unto  the  Lord  ?  And  what  is  that  which  cries  out  againft 
Reparation,  in  the  day  of  tlie  Lord's  dividing  and  feparating,.  but  that  fpirit 
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iKrUch  woukt  hold  back  the  foul  from  being  gathered  to  the  Lord,  in  the 
chains  of  darknefi^  and  in  the  land  of  deanh  and  confufion  ? 

Oh !  that  men  knew  that  which  divides  and  feparates,  and  which  is  ap* 
pointed  by  God  to  divide  and  feparate  both  inwardly  and  outwardiyi  and 
'might  feel  the  full  work  and  efFeA  of  it»  even  perfedt  feparation  from  all 
that  is  not  of  God,  that  fo  they  mi^ht  be  joined  to  him,  and  built  up  in 
him,  who  is  the  life,  reft,  peace,  joy,  and  pure  breath  of  the  foul  for 
ever!  The  word  of  God  is  quick  and  powerful,  (harper  than  any  two-edged 
fword  \  and  what  doth  it  do  ?  Why  it  feparates  between  nation  and  nation, 
betwben  church  and  church,  between  people  and  people,  between  catde  and 
cattle,  between  foul  and  foul,  yea,  between  the  thoughts  and  intents  of 
the  fame  heart ;  owning  and  cherUhing  all  that  is  of  the  pure,  and  condemn* 
ing  and  deftroying  all  that  is  of  the  impure.  And .  happy,  oh !  for  ever 
happy  is  he, who  can  wimefs  the  work  of  this  word  perfefbed  in  his  foul,  even 
the  axe  of  the  Lord  powerfully  laid  to,  and  having  cut  down  all  that  is  cor- 
rupt in  hirn^  that  the  pure  plant  of  God  may  flourift,  and  bring  forth  fruit 
in  him  in  peace,  without  annoyance  or  interruption  of  the  impure.  Then 
the  river  of  life,  as  the.  flreams  of  eyerlaltiB|;  righteoufnefs,  (hall  Bow  into 
the  vellel,  and  Jerufalem  become  in  and  to  him  a  quiet  habitation,  and  no* 
thing  be  able  to  hurt  or  deftrc^  any  thing  of  life  in  him,  who  dwells  in,  and 
abides  on^  the  mountain  of  God's  holinels.  Oh!  ble0ed  is  the  race  of 
travellers,  wtuch  in  the  pure  light  of  the  everlafting  day  are  travelling 
thitherwards,  even  with  their  hearts  and.  faces  fmthfully  bent  towards  Sion, 
which  is  the  holy,  fpiritual,  heavenly  hill  of  God !  And  ble0ed,  ohi'blefTed 
ifor  ever  is  the  Lord  God  of  life  and  power,  who  is  the  faithful  guider, 
leader,  and  conduder  of  all  that  follow  the  footfteps.  of  the  flock,  in  the 
way  which  is  pure,  true,  living,  and  everlafting, 


Concerning  the  wafliing  away  of  Sin  from  the  Con- 
Icience,  and  the  Garment  of  Salvs^tion,  and  what  it 
is  that  is  covered  therewith. 

THE  R  £  is  fomewhat  appointed  by  God  to  waih  away  fin,  which  is^ 
the  water  of  regeneration,  the  water  of  life, ,  the  Spirit's  water, .  and 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  which  are  known,  received,  and  felt  hy  faith  in 
the  light  of  the  Spirit,  wherein  alone  his  work  is  wrought. 

Thus  now,  upon  believing,  the  foul  is  wa(hed ;  the  faith  brings  in,  or 
lets  in,  the  water  and  blood,  which-  cleanfe  and  purge  the  confeience  from 
the  fin,  which  before  llained  and  deSled  it :  and  according  to  the  faith,  fo 
is  the  water  and  blood  let  in,  and' accor^ngly  is  the  wafhing.    And.  he  that 

ijt 
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rt'^'ba|Hiz€?c}^  he  that  is  waftied  by-rii^  Spirit,  corrics  out  of  the  wsttttrdeani 
and  watching  to  thfc  light  whereki  he  was  purified^  witnefleth  the  powerful 
word  of  lye'a^  able  t?o  prefenre  in  cleannefs,  z&  ic  was  to  cleanfe. 
\'  But  if  there  4!)^  not  a  watch  to,  and  faith  in,  and  (ing^e«hearted  obedience 
to,  that  i*fetch  pimfied,  artd  keepeth  pure,  there  i«  that  near  which  will.de- 
file,  where  it  isf  hearkened  to  and  kt  in  j  there  is  thiat  whkh  will  i^mpt  to 
luft  and  fin,  af^  'fo  draw  into  dat>kii^fs  and  death  again.  And  if  anjr  man 
fm  afterwards^,  fin  defiles  again,  and  the  ftain  thereof  will  lie  upon  the 
confcitince,  fitl  by  rfeptntahdc  and  faith  the  water  and  blood  be  let  in  again, 
and  the  tleatlfing  virtue  from  it  received  afkl  reftored  again.  So  that  if 
any  man  fin,  there  is  an  ^advocate,  an  intcrceflbr,  a  divine  helper,  one  who 
hath  the  water  df  life,  and  the  blood  of  life  to  walh  with.  There  is  a 
fountain  fet  open  for  fin,  and  for  uncleahnefs,  for  Judah  and  Jerusalem  to 
wafh  therefrohi;  but  every  defilement  and  pollution  fticks  until  ic  be 
walhed  ofi^ 

Now  there  are  fins  of  feyeral  kinds.  Some  are  eafily  remitted  and  wathed 
off,  infomuch  as  the  (lain  is  hardly  felt  by  the  foul,  the  tender  imercy  and 
pure  life  doch  fo  readily  and' naturally  flow  over  them.  Some  again  are 
long  hdd  and  bound  by  ther  Spirit  updn  the  conici^n^ce,  and  often  remem^ 
bered  to  the  hearty  which  is^  apt  to  badkflide :  yea,  diefe  is  in  Tome  cafes  a 
fevere*  judgment)  and  a  long  waiting  on  the  Lord  for  his  mercy,  atid  for  hifi 
renewing  and  enlivening  <^  &iHi,  before  the  waterand  Mood  which  wafiieth 
can  be  again  felt.  For  ^i^h  is  not  inf  a  man'3  power,  nor  repentance  nei^ 
ther ;  but  they  are  given  icxf  Ood,  to  whom  and  when  he  pleafeth.  And 
a  man  that  is  in  part  converted,  may  give  ea^  to  the  enemy,  and  let  in  fin 
and  death  upon  the  foul ;  btit  he  cannot  repent  again  prefently,  nor  believe 
again  prefendy-,  but  as  God  breathes  upon  him,. and  revives  the  work  of 
faith  and  repentance  in  him. 

There  were  fins  under  the  old  covenant,  and  there  are  fins  under  the 
new.  The  fins  of  the  old  covenant  did  lie  upon  him  that  committed 
them,  until  they  were  expiated  according  to  the  law  of  the  old  covenant ; 
and  fins  under  the  new  covenant  lie  alfo  upon  the  foul  and  confrience^ 
tmtU  they  be  expiated  aoqording  to  the  law  or  die  new  covenant  j  which  is 
until  the  advocate  Interpofe  and  plead  with  the  Father,  and  give  faith  and 
repentance  to  the  foul,  and  Ipnnkle  upon  the  heart  and  confcience  that 
water  and  blood  which  hatl>  virtue  in  it  to  wafli.  And  if  it  were  not  for 
this  after-waffling  (as  I  may  lb  fay)  no  man  could  be  laved :  but  though  he 
were  once  walhed,  yet  finning  again  afterwards,  he  would  die  in  his  fins 
(and  fo  Mi  under  condemnation),unlefs  he  were  again  waftied.  Oh  !  blefled 
be  the  name  df  die  Lord,  for  the  water  and  blood  of  the  covenant,  and 

.  — ^*»^         t  II  > ■■  ■■       I .  ■       .1 

*  But  this  IS  not  the  fiate  of  them  that  fm  wilfully  after  they  have  received  the 
knowledge  of  tnidi. 

for 
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iox  His  contihual  pouring  them  out  upon  the  foub  of  his,  in  the  light  that 
is  eternal ! 

Now  as  men  come  to  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  they  will  find  their  owa 
aprehenlions  about  thefe  things  to  hav^e  bee^  but  dreams,  wherewith  the 
enemy  hath  fed  and  pleaied  them,  while  he  hath  lulled  them  afleep  in  the 
night  of  <iarkner%  that ;  he  might;  the  better  fteal  away  the  true  weighty 
knowledge  of  the  thin^  of  the  kingdom  from  them.  Thus^  mea  have 
dreamed  about  juftification,  about  fandification,  about  regeneration,  about 
redemption,  about  faith,  hope,  love,  rigjhteoufiiefi,  peace,  j(^,  &c.  And 
have  been  miftaken  about  them,  milling  of  that  power  and  light  whereby 
and  wherein  tKqr  are  revealed  and  niade  manifdl.  Now  he  thftt  will  rightly 
know  thefe  things,  muft  know  them  in  th^  feeling  and  true  experience ; 
and  therein  he  (hall  find  all  thefe  are  wrought  in  a  myfterious  way  of  pure 
life's  operation,  out  of  the  reach  of  man's  compcebenliDa;  and  no  man 
can  underiland  themi,  but  as  the  new  and  holy  underilanding  b  ^ven  him ; 
nor  retain  the  fenfe  and  knowledge  of  them,  but  as  he  abides  in  die  new 
nature,  and  retains  die  new  underftanding. 

So  for  the  gairaicnt  of  fsdvation  ^  that  is  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  the  nature  of  Chrift,  the  Spirit  of  Chrift.  This  is  the  holy  cover- 
ing. He  that  puts  on  Chrift,  puts  on  thb :  he  that  wears  Chrift,  wears 
thb :  he  that  appears  before  God  in  Chrift,  appears  in  this ;,  and  the  foul 
puts  on  this,  as  it  puts  off  the  other.  It  is  the  purified  foul  that  only  puts 
on  him  that  is  pure :  and  as  a  man  is  cleanfed  from  the  impure,  fi>  only  hath 
he  in  him  a  capacity  of  recdvinjg  and  being  cloathed  with  Chrift.  And  this 
now  is  the  work  of  the  true  mmiftry  %  to  wit,  to  preach  the  Word,  to  re- 
veal the  Word,  and  bring  the  mind  to  the  Word  (which  chanfi;eth  it,  and 
begets  the  new  capacity),  and  9^  to  begin  the  work  of  life  and  reconcilia^ 
don,  wherein  and  whereby,  diere  is  ibme  undoathing  of  the  old,  and  (bme 
doathii^  with  the  new  •,  and  lb  to  carry  on.  this  work  in  the  Spirit  and  power 
of  the  Father  until  it  be  perfeffaed.  And  this  is  a  ble&d  work,  and 
blefied  is  the  miniftry  which  is  called  to,  and  entrufted  with,  this  work, 
being  faithful  in  it :  and  blefled  are  they  that  witneis  the  trHth  of,  and  re- 
ceive the  effed  of,  diis  miniftry,  and  are  fubged  to  it  in  the  Lord.  For 
through  and  under  this  miniftry  there  is  a  receiving  of  a  perfed  gift  in 
Ibme  meaftire  at  firft  (wherein  Ibme  true  union  and  fittk  acquaintance  with 
the  Lord  of  life  is  at  firft  witnefled,  and  fome  operadon  cof  the  light  and 
power  of  his  Holy  Spirit) :  and  a  growing  tip  in  it  unto  perfedion,  as  the 
foul  is  exercifed  by  it,  and  faidiful  to  the  Lord  in  the  exerciie,  under  the 
daily  crois,  which  daily  worketh  againft  and  crucifieth  in  the  heart,  mind, 
life,  and  converfation  whatever  is  contrary  to  God^  as  it  is  fingly  waited  for, 
taken  up,  and  fubjeSed  to* . 


Some 
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SOME 

QUESTIONS  and  ANSWERS, 

i 

CONCERNING 

The  Church  of  the  New  G)venant,  the  Rock  or  Foun- 
dation whereon  it  iis  built,  and  its  Prefervation  by  and 
upon  the  Rock.  With  fome  Queries  concerning  the 
fcattered  Eftate  of  the  true  Church,  and  concerning 
that  Church  which  got  up  in  its  ftead,  and  made  a 
great  Shew  with  her  golden  Cup,  for  the  Time  while 
the  true  Church  was  fcattered. 

4 

Queft.  x^TT  7  HAT  is  the  church  of  God  undir  the  new  agreement  or  cove-- 
Vy    nantP 

Anfw.  It  is  a  company  of  living  ftones,  quickened  by  God,  and  knit 
together  in  the  unity  and  fellowfiiip  of.  his.  Spirit,  to  worfbip  God  together 
in  his  Spirit,  and  offer  up,  unto  him  ipiritual  facrifices,  acceptable  to  God 
by  Jefus  Chrift.  What  was  the  church  of  the  old  covenant  ?  Was  it  not 
the  feed  of  Abraham,  the  outward  Jews,  the  children  of  the  old  covenant  ? 
And  what  is  the  church  of  the  new  covenant  ?  Is  it  not  the  feed  of  God, 
the  Jews  inward,  the  cbiklren  of  the  new  covenant  ? 

Qyeft.  How  4ure  thefe  fio^es  joined  together  ? 

Anfw.  By  the  Spirit  qf  lifs,  which  begets  them  all  in  one  nature,  and 
knits  them  together  in  that  nature.  By  the  inward  drcumciiion,  cutting 
off  that  which  caufeth  enmity  and  difunion,  and  ib  fitting  them  tQ  be  made 
one  new  lump  in  Chrift.  By  Chrift's  baptifm,  which  is  the  baptifm  of , fire 
an(^  of  his  Spirit,  which  burns  up  the  old  earthly  nature^  and  fo  baptizes 
thf m  into  one  new  living  body,  fuitable  and  fitting  to  their  head,  which  is 
the  fountain  of  life,  and  diftributes  lif^  throu^^  all  the  body,  according  to 
its  capacity,  need,  and  fervice. 

Queft.  Upon  what  is  this^  church  iuilt  ?: 

Anfw.  Upon  the  rock  or  foundation  di  God,  which  God  hath  laid  in  his 
fpiritual  Sion ;  which  rock  is  Chrift.  For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay^ 
than  that  which  is  laid^  which  is  Jefus  Chrift ;  nor  other  rock  did  the  Lord 
ever  chufe  for  his  church  to  be  built  upon  ^  nor  hath  any  other  rock  fuffi- 

cient 


4lMt  ftl^gdi  16  bear  up  the  building  agsdnfl  the  ftorms  and  ftftis  of  the** 
towers  ot  darknc^  which  it  often  meeteth  with,  even  every  member,  in 
ats  travels ;  aiter  it  is  once  built  on  the  rock,  the  gates  of  hell  prels  haitl 
upon  it  %  but  abiding  oh  the  rock,  it  feds  the  ftren^  and  prefervation  of 
the  rock«  For  as  they  canhot  prevail  againft  Chnft,  fo  ndther  can  ^ef 
prevail  againft  that  which  is  %vSk  upon  him.  But  if  there  be  a  gomg  forth 
from  the  ftrtn^'  and  prefervation^  there  is  a  liaUenefs  to  be  made  a  prey. 
And  the  promife  is  not  ^^(blutely  and  perpetuaHy  to  that  perfbn  or  congre<-^ 
gadon  which  is  received  or  let  into  the 'truth ;  but  to  that  peribn  or  church 
.which  abideth  and  ccmdnueth  in  th^e  truth  vmto  the  ttA.  The  }m4  were 
fafe  in  the  fiiidi  and  obedience  ^^jieir  <:ovenaht.;  ittid  the  Ch^arn,  or 
Chriftian  churches,  are  not  fafe  but  in  the  faith  and  obedience  c^  theirs. 
For  if  they  walked  hot  humbly  with  the  Lord,  and  in'  his  fear,  which  keepr 
the  heart  from  departing  from  him,  and  in  theftuth  whereby  they  ftano, 
diiey  wel^  to  bfc  cut  pflF  from  their  church-ftate,  as  wdl  as  the  Jews  were 
from  theirs,  as  the  apoftk  Paul  exprefff  tdb  the  church  at  Rome,  Rom.  ». 

Anfw.  -The  apoftte  of  the  Gentiles,  who  laboured  abundantly,  even  more 
iUxindantly  than  all  the  other  apoftksi'and  hath  left  more  inftruAions  re* 
ladng  to  the  Gentiles  than  all  the  apbttles  befides ;  and  was  tender  of  them^ 
la  ftiuuling  for  and  defending  their  liberty  in  Qirift,  when  Peter  a  littler 
warped,  and  was  to  be  blamed,  Gi/.  ii.  ft.  For  indeed  man  cannot  be 
certain  and  iiifeiriUe,  further  than  he  keepeth  to,  and  is  exercifed  by,  the' 
certain  and  in^ible  Spirit;  which  he  fa  fubjteft  to  be  tempted  to  err  from, 
further  than  he  ftands  upon  the  watch ;  and  cannot  but  err  from,  unlefs  he 
feel  a  continual  prefervation  in  the  fear,  arid  by  the  power  of  the  Lord. 
And  the  certainty  of  tftilh  doth  not  depend  fo  much  upon  the  perfon  from 
whom  it  i^  neceived,  as  upon  the  demonftration  and  evidence  to  the  con- 
icience  wherein  it  fa  received.  The  apoftles  were  not  lords  over  the  true 
Chriftians  faith  •,  but  helpers  of  their  joy.  And  Chrift  did  not  require  hisr 
difciples  to  believe  whatever  he  knew  to  be  true ;  but  prepared  their  capa- 
dties,  and  dropped  in  accbrdmg  46  their  capaciries.  And  this  fa  the  way 
of  the  true  minifters,  to  wait  on  God  to  beget,  and  on  him  again  to  water 
the  begotten  foul,  and  carry  on  hfa  work  in  it ;  to  make  them  know  Chrift 
their  matter,  from  whom  they  are  to  rc(x;ive  light,  lift,  inftru^n^  and  di- 
rection ;  and  to  feel  the  head,  and' be  joined  to  the  head,  and  receive  fit)m 
the  head  their  knowledge,  as  well  the  leaft  as  the  greatfeft*  Heb.  viii.  What 
fa  Paul  ?  What  fa  ApoMos  ?  What  is  Cephas  ?  Were  not  they  carnal  that 
cried  up  thefe  one  above  another  ?  Yet  the  younger  ought  to  be  fubjeiSt  to 
the  eUer,  and  all  to  be  fubjeft  one  to  another  in  the  truth,  i  Ptt,  v.  5. 

Qucft.  5.  IVbat  v>as  Peter  ? 

Anfw.  One  of  the  difciples  of  Chrift,  a  precious  ftone  in  the  building 
{Jcbtt  I  4g.)  one  of  the  moft  eminent  apoftks,  even  the  diofen  moiftcr  to 

Vot.  11.  K  them 
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tiicnrAjf  the  C9•c^n?c;i^»n,  -^  M,.^^^,tij!p,Qp?ti)es.ir.  Jv^  tP-kflWr  <*« 
Chrift/pas  the  Q^Iy.  r9ck;Qr,fQ«»o4^?i9%^^,i«eM,af.Pa^  tbat.,GhR& 
alone  jBir^ablc;tO:he^  thc;wcigInQ^;?bj«  !bwWipgk>aHd:<o<i(:f|?nd,Kag»^ 
5!^rg*t5&  of,  bpft>  and.lae  .ncv?r  bwicoinrniaipn,:  MTiCWk  j?e:pfoy«l;dw6 
be^e4;;sr^l^e4:]iipielf;t^  rock^  buc.  lu^  pce^ch^ci  Cbrii^  die  fovw4tfkui-? 
Ijlope^.^TQck :;of^<>^^^         rofik  ^j/fefcffq  ^^.  fee  i  T^t.\\^J^,  ^ 

to  lAfftpijet  ajijy  jf?rip^ijiil6j  9a  t<>  1^^  fwtjii  ^y  iuch  t^^Jng^  that  wy-idfe  be- 
(ides  Chcift.  is:UW  rpqk,  Aey  ixlamly,IhCTr,t^  tbey.^e  ,^rre4  from  tbetrwii, 
amdx^j^heirin^efpr«tat]9n  i6<>f  th^f  omi  private  fpifitp  ^  not  |l^('pui)r 
iifSflrit which  isjljifee  j^oph^tspfG^  apoftlfs^  a^4 : truly  hply,nwOt 

were.g^^ed  by.  .,..  .;;...•   ;^.  -^    /j  :;;  yy^^  .  .  .>,    ^..'  : 

,  .  Queft,  6...  Wasibfi  dfftfdf  alto^s^t^/f!e{fi£fiibn^sdrCftiipeffih?  0/  war.  there  4 
pjj/ilniity,ff  their  i^^  :" ..  ,.,..;  ..-..,  j      . 

:r4«j^  There  was  .?i  poffibility  flf-.^^^irl^iewg  (caifprfi^j;  jrt^.a^^rfaiRty* 
IC:  they;,  ^ew  corrupt  in  ^dodrme  andvpaftice^  4p4  -kepp»  ;npt  tb«:  C^itb^ 
i?^^.  xi.  For  the  Lord  God  intended  a  pure  buUdmg,'  a  fpiritual  bvi}14ing» 
fit  to  offer  the  fpiritual  facrifices,  i  Pet.  ii.  5;  An  boly^pipoplc»  ^iftimited 
frooi^  the  wocld,  2. Cor*  yi.  17.  in  wi^fabhe  might  di^eU  aqd  walk,  ^sttrC  i6. 
If  I  therefore  any  church  depart  from  the  Spirit,  w4  ^^^.V^  po^s^F^fv^Of  illie 
K  ^d'  niix  ^t^a  with  the  worlds .  lofing  their  pwa  pn^r  pa^  w^fa 
100^4  ^Qtn  the  ^rld«  they  fooo.lofcf  that  ,which:  n^eth  ^hesi  achyrch  of 
^?odi  rjwjd  fo  bc(X^ 

. , :  ^ow  i(  is  in  my  h^art  alfo  to  pr<^uAd  a  few  queries  conoesiuag  t\^  fcat^ 
y^ttdi  a^d  hifdden  eftate  and  condition  o/f  th^  churchy  and  cpncerniiig  that 
church  which  got  up  in  the  view  of  the  work],  an4  was  acknowledged -by 
,i[txe  :TOdd  injlead;  therepf  afterwards. ; 

. .  Slfffi^s  !•  W^Qther,  the  true  church  4id  ^taia  her  miniilry  outwardi^^  and 
her  x)Mtward  ordinance^  and  way  of  wprihip  of  the-oucwaid  oeurt,  after  her 
•fcattering  i  Qr  whether  the  falie  church,  which-  appear^^  in  j^r  room  as  if 
ih^  hgd  been  the  true,  caught  up  aad  appeared  in  the  o^twatdnefs  of  thcfe  I 
The  ^PM^da  of  this  Qu^iy  are  theie  ^3lk>wi^ 

r/i.-  Becjtuie,  vapan  God's  meafuring  ^  his  tenfiple  and  worflii^pcrs,  the 
outward  court  (oonfid^r  w^U  what  that  is^  and  bpw  far  it  extends)  was  left 
out  of  God*s  meafure;.  fo  that  he  intended  to  reckon  it  no  bnger  as  hi3» 
l)ut  given  by  him  to  the  Gentile  Chriftians  \  fuch  a^wtfc  Chnfttafi^  or  |awa. 
MrAan^e,  but  Gentilea  in  fpirit  and  nature,  Rev.xu 

%.  Becauie  in  the  laft  days,  when  that  ftrangp  geaieratiem  of  Cbriiliaiia 
was  to  fpring  op,  who  Iboukl  be  k>vers  of  their  own  felves,  covetous,,  proud,, 
.blafphemers,  difi>bedient  to  parents,  unthankful,  unholy,  without  natucal 
affedion,  truce-breakers,  falfe-accufers,  incontinent,  fierce,  defpifecs  of  thofe 
that  are  good,  traitors,  heady,  high-minded,  k>vers  of  pkafures  naote^than 
lovers;  of  God  *,  yet  thefe  (hould  have  a  form  dl  godlineis,  but  deny  the 
power  ther«o4  zSim^M.  i,  to  6*    Now  mind;  the  temple  wherein  was  1 

the 


Htft  power,  God'fcarf'rciitovcd  ^ith  the  true  worlhippers ;  but  the  6\itward 
court  (wherein  wfis  the  i^pcarance^of 'fome  kind^of  a  form  oiF  a  church,  mi- 
niftry,  aofid  ordinances)  thofe  had*  ]got,attd  were  found  worshipping  in  it,-  in 
the  midft  (^  all  this  great  wickedAefs'ahdabomlnati^  of  fpirit. 

3*  Becaufe  the  Jews  (who  Were  the  type)  while  they  were  in  captivity  ia 
B^ylon,  could  not  fing  the  fongsr  t)f '  Sion,  nor  had  tlie  worihip  of  the 
outward  Jerufalenn  there. 

And  can  the  fpiritual  Jews  fing  the  ^jiiritual  fongs,Of  fpiritual  Sion,  in 
My ftery- Babylon  ?  No ;  there  they  are^  but  witnefles  to  that  fife  and  power 
which  the  true  church  enjoyed  and  flouriflied  with,  in  her  built  eftate. 

^eft.  2.  Whether  this  is  not  an  infallible  mark,  and  moft  certain  dembiv- 
ftration  of  the  falfe  church,  her  fitting  upon  many  waters ;  which  waters  are 
peoples,  multitudes,  nations,  and  tongues  ?  Did  hot  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
thus  mark  her  out  to  John,  Rsv,  xvii.  15.  Did  the/true  church  ever  fit 
upon  many  waters  ?  Was  not  the  church  a  gathering  out  of  the  nations 
into  the  power  and  lifo  which  the  nadohs  persecuted  ?  But  the  falfe  church 
fits  over  the  nations  with  a  form  of  godlinefs,  but  without  the  true  power 
thereof.  Then  if  this  be  a  mark  that  God  hath  fet  upon  her,  let  every  one 
wait  to  read  it  aright,  that  he  may  know  thereby  whicn  is  the,  and  pnufe  the 
nanrie  of  the  Lord  for  difcovering  her  to  him. 

^ifi.  3.  Whether  this  falfe  church  be  not  rightly  caUed  Babylon,  even  an 
lieap  of  confufion  (in  a  myftery)  as  to  God's  eye,  though  to  man's  eye  her 
appearance  may  be  orderiy  and  decent  ?  And  whether  Ihe  be  Hot  juftly 
termed,  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  the  ^reat  whore,  both  for  largehefi  in 
bulk,  and  for  the  greatnels  of  her  fornications,  having  whored  from  the 
bed  of  the  hufband,  and  entered  into  the  bed  of  a  ftranger  \  and  having 
taught  and  compcUed  others  to  acknowledge  and  worihip  b  her  forms ; 
which,  thus  held  ferA  and  maintained  by  her,  are  not  only  without,  but 
alio  againft,  the  true  power  ? 

"^eft.  4.  Whether  antichrfft  be  h6t  entered  into,  and  become  the  head 
df>  this  falfe  church  ?  And  whether  he  doth  not  fit  there  ruling  in  it,  even 
as  Chrift  was  head  of  the  true,  and  fat  ruling  in  the  ttUe?  And  whether  an- 
tichriftdoth  not  keep  his  hold  of  this  churdi,  and  pbflcfs  his  feat  in  it, 
for  many  ages  and  generations,  even  from  the  time  he  got  in  after  the  days 
of  the  apoftles,  till  the  very  coming  x>f  Chrift  iu  his  power  and  brightncfs  \ 
a  Tbeff.ix.  ';  ' .  '- 

^fi.  5.  Whcdier  die  great  plagUfcs,  Vofes, '  ttf rjiWe  thunders,  and  cups 
tf  God's  indignation,  fpoken  or  in  the  book  Of  the  Revelations^  ^arc  not  to 
be  "poured,  in  their  fevcraf  orders  and  degrees.  Upon  this  f^lfe  church,.. apd 
t^n  antidirift,  her  beloved  head  irtd  king,'  even  till  (he  be' ftripped' nakcd» 


made^ctefohte,  and  her  flefli.bUrnt  ^ith  fire  ■'krid'^i'i^^'hdadbrmfcd  'and  de? 
ftroyed  by  Chrift,  the  true^head  and  king  i5f  ^(i '  thlfe  Chdrcti  r  -*'*^^-' 

Queft.  6.  Whether  the  people  of  God,  fuch  as  feel  fomewhat  of  the 
power,  and  bow  to  the  Lord  in  Spirit  and  truth  in  fomc  meafure  ^  yet 
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thcfe,  if  they  mind  not  his  call  out  of  this  Babylon^  and  oome  not  fully  out 
of  her,  but  abide  in  any  part  of  her,  obferving  any  of  her  ways  or  wcnt* 
fliips,  till  the  time  of  God's  controverfy  with^  her,  and  judging  of  her,  whe^ 
ther  they  alfo  (hall  not  partake  of  her  plagues  ?  Rev.  xviii.  4, 

^ififi.  7.  Whether  ail  people  have  not  great  reafbn  to  fear  before  the 
Lord,  and  to  lode  to  their  ways  and  worfliips,  left  they  be  found  in  any 
thmg  therein  which  is  not  of  him,  but  contrary  to  him,  and  fo  bring  upon 
their  Ibuls  and  bodies  that  wrath  and  fore  judgment  from  God,  which  they 
are  not  able  to  bear  ?  jR^.  ziv.  9,  10,  1 1» 

^utfi.  8.  Whether  it  was  not  the  great  love  and  mercy,  of  God  to  warn 
the  churches  of  thefe  things  in  the  book  of  the  Revelations  ?  And  whether 
he  Can  be  iafe  in  thele  reipedls,  who  either  doth  not  underftand,  or  not 
observe,  the  warning^  given  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  therein  I  How 
often  is  it  therein  laid.  He  that  bath  an  ear^  lei  him  bear  what  the  Sprit  of 
Godfaitb  to  the  cburcbes.  It  is  alio  faid,  Blejfed  is.  be  tbat  readetb^  and  tbif 
that  bear  the  words  of  this  prophecy^  and  keep  tbofe  tUngs  which  are  writteft 
therein :  for  the  time  is  at  band.  He  then  that  readeth  not,  that  hath  not  im 
ear  to  hear  the  words  of  this  pr(^hecy,  how  can  he  keep  what  is  written 
therein  ?  How  can  he  beware  and  avoid  the  feeming  beauty  and  glory 
of  the  falfe  church,  or  fuffer  with  the  faithful  witneiTes  of  God  in  their  teftir 
mony  againft  her  ?  And  if  he  do  not  thus,  but  is  entangled  by  the  falfe 
church  with  her  golden  cup  of  fornications  {Rev.  xvii..4«),  he  mifleth  of  the 
bleflingj  and  ah!  what  is  he  to  meet  with  inftead  thereof  1.  My  heart  hath 
often  melted  within  me,  and  my  bowels  rolled  at  the  confidecacion  and  deep 
fenfe  which  the  Lord  hath  given  me  of  thefe  things  ^  and  this  J  fay  therein,  to 
thofe  that  defire  life  and  peace  from  Qod,,  Oh !  wait  on  him  for  the  eye  which 
fees  in  his  light,  for  the  ear  which  hears  his  voice,  and  for  the  hjeart  which 
underftands  the  words  and  meffages  of  his  Spirit,  that  ye  may  feel  his  ga- 
thering, guidance,  and  prefervatk>n  out  of  that,  to  which,  his  wrath  is  for 
ever,  and  againft  which  his  wrath  is  to  be  made  more  manifeft,  and  poured 
out  more  fully  and  abundandy  than  ever  it  yet  was*  For  the  Lord  will  empty 
his  love  and  his  life  into  Sion,  and  empty  the  very  dregs  and  thick  mixtures 
of  the  cups  of  his  indignation  into  the  very  heart  and  .  bowels  of  Babylon  3 
and  her  ficknefs,  miiery,  woe,  death,  and  deftru&ion  will  be  exceeding 
dreadful  and  unutterable*  Therefore  wsdt  on  the  Lord  in  &ar  and  finglends 
of  j^irit,  crying  and  mourning  unto  him  to  diicover  to  you  the  extent  and 
limits  of  this  falfe  church,  dus  falfe  buildrnff,  this,  building  in  a  form  and 
outward  order,  without  the  life  and  power  of  the  Spirit;  and  then  fly  as  £$& 
out  of  her,  and  fiom.  her  (and  as  far)  as  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  leads,  even 
till  ye  come  to  the  holy  building,  which  is  of  him,  and  the  heavenly  fdaceft 
which  are  prepared  there  by  him,  for  every  one  of  his  (according  to  tiieff 
growth  and  ftature  in  hliSbn)  that  ye  may  fit  down  ia  him. 
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Some  Queries  to  Professors,  who  ipeak  of  hi^  Af- 
tainments  and  Experiences  in  Religion,  and  yet  do 
not  witnefs,  nor  can  acknowledge,  the  Truth,  as  the 
Lord  hath  now  revealed  it  (and  done  great  things  by 
it  in  the  Spirits  of  his  People),  but  look  upon  it  as  a 
poor,  mean,  and  low  thing. 

^ery  i,T  T  AVE  ye  known  the  neat  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord^ 
JTX  wherein  he  ariieth  to  make  terribly  the  earth  i  And  have  ye 
known  that  Ihaken  down  in  you  which  muft  be  fhaken  down  and  removed 
as  a  cottage,  before  the  everlaftii^  kingdom  can  be  eftabli(hed  in  you  ? 

Sluery  2.  Do  ye  know  the  living,  powerful,  eternal  word,  whic{i  is  quick 
and  piercing,  (harper  than  any  two-edged  fword,  dividing  between  thought 
and  thought,  grace  and  grace  (as  I  may  (^  fpeak),  light  and  light,  life  and 
life,  fpirit  and  fpirit,  power  and  power  ?  (^c.  Have  ye  known  it  an  ham- 
mer, a  fire,  an  axe  laul  to  the  root  of  the  corrupt  tree  i  And  do  ye  know 
the  corrupt  tree  (root^.  branches,  leaves,  and  fruit)  id  cut  down  by  it  as 
to  cumber  the  ground  ix>  more  I 

^ery  3,  Do  ye  know  the  paradife  of  God,  and  the  tree  of  life  there  ? 
Do  ye  indeed  feed  thereon  ?  Have  you  paflfed  through  the  flaming  fword  to 
the  tree  of  life  ?  And  is  the  flaming  fword  (which  once  fenced  from  life^ 
and  the  power  thereof)  kx  now  to  fepce  up  the  way  to  the  tree  of  know- 
ledge, that  ye  may  feed  no  more  thereon,  and  die,^  but  feed  only  on  that 
which  is  life,  and  gives  life,  and  fi>  live  &r  ever  ?. 

^ery  4.  Have  ye  witnefled  the  eflr66ts  of  the  great  and  terrible  da7  of 
the  Lord  in  your  foirits?  Is  .anticfarift  deftroyed,  the  whore  burnt,  flefh 
confumed,  man  cealed  from,  both,  within  and  without  ?  Is  the  loftinels 
of  man  bowed  down  in^you,  the  migh^  removed  out  of  his  feat,  and  the 
meek,  holy,  humble  feed  raifed  up  to  rule  in  righteoufnefs  in  your  hearts  ? 
Is  every  lugh  towec  battered  down,  and  every  fenced  wall  laid  flat  ?  Are 
all  your  imaginatk>ns,  and  conceivings,  and  fleflily  apprehendings  .upon  fcrip-^ 
tures,  yea,  every  (deafant  pidure  and  imag^.of  the  things  in  heaven  (formed 
in  your  minds)  broug)it  to  an  end,  and  the  pure  living  truth  of  the  Fa-^ 
ther  waited  for,  receijired  from  him,  and  lived  in  ?  Yea,  is  the  Lord  alone 
ex^^ed  in  your  ijpiriti,  and  all  other  dominion,  authority,  rule,,  and  lord* 
fliip  put  under  ? 

^uery  3.  Do  ye  know  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  houfe,  and  the  Lord's 
houle  built  and  eftablifhed  by  his  own  Holy  Spirit  and  power  upon  his  own 
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holy  mountain  ?  And  do  yc  worihip  the  Lord  alone  therein  ?  Do  ye  come 
up.  to-the  New  JerufalenH  4a  oflfer^  your  iacrificcs  there,  according  to  th« 
inftitution  of  the  gofpel  ?  And  do  ye  worihip  the  Lord  there,  on  his  own 
day,  which-  he  hath  fpirituaHy .  made  ?  And  do  ye  bear  no  burd/w^,  kindle 
Ho  -fire,  do  no  ^Vo^k  on  thdt  hTs  diy  ?  Do  ye  never  Warm  ydurfdi^s  at  any 
fizb,  cfby  abf  fpai^k^  c^yonr  bwA  kindlmg  ?  Or  fire  :fc  yet  woHkipping  iTpon 
fytnc  of /the  maaymountains.  and.hiUs  which  the  Lord  hath  aot  .formed  nor 
cftaDlilhcdV  huV  have  befcn  formed  and  fet  up  by  man  in  the'  night  of 
aaiikneft,i^^fere  th^  evertafting  light  of  the  day  -brak^  fordi  ?    *  ,    ' 

^^rjf  6.f'5?oye,know^ihe  wjidernefs  thi'ough  y^hich  the  paffiige  is  from 
Egypt  to  Canaan  ?  And  have  ye  faith^ally  travelled  in  the  leadings  of  God's 
Spirit  there-through  ?  And  are  ycentcred  into  the  pure  reft  thereof  ?  Are 
ye  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace;  not  under  the  enemy's  power,  but 
unde^  the^  Spirif  ^  power,  piit  ttf  the  ofher^s  reafcfi,  fo  that  the  wicked-one 
cafkiA^toUls^  f<iof  H&ve  ye  gone  thrbiigh  the  exercifes  and  iri^  of  the 
wikJeWiefs'?''H&ve  yi-fed  on  tlie  manna  dropt  down  from  heaven  Upon 
your  fpirttS  therein  ?  H4vt  ye'drtmk  of  the  water  of  the  rock?  Have  ye 
ieen  the  letpent  fifnd  \ip,  ahd  felt  the  healing  thereby  ?  Have  ye  witnefied 
die  pilkr  irf^^'clbud 'by-  day,  and  the  piHar  of  fire  by  night,  to  be  your  de- 
fence and  leider  ^Aivi  have  ye  now  at  length  received  the  kingdom  of  fife, 
and  fit  «ndet  the  fiiadovr  of  it,  drinking  water  out  of  your  own  ciftern,  ana 
ftating  under  yttur  owtt'vrbe  and  fig-tree  the  fruks  of  the  good  land,  after 
the  (haking  ef  that  t^ich  Was  to  be  fliaken;  now  being  come  to,  and  en^ 
loying  the  kingdom  which  cannot  be  fliakeii?  Have  ye  really  ftlf  thefe 
things,  or  have  y*  been  lA '  the  dreaitaS  -and  idi'a^nlngs  about  ifhem  ? 

^ety  7.  Do  ye  walk  ih  the  li^ht^.tJie  Lordj  as  the  ^iritual  houfe  of 
Jacob  is  tb'do?  H*ve  ye  rfcietved  the  Spirit?  Da yMive in  the  Spirit ? 
Arc  ye  truly  united,  fo  as  to  fee&tate  one  fpirft  With  theLord^?  Arc  j5i  the 
walls  df  partition  broken  dbvm  ?  And  is  there  nothing  ndW  between  you, 
but  of  two  ye  are  made  one  in  that  whidi  uniteth  ?     • 

If  it  be  thus  with  you,  then  hoW  forth  the  right-hand  of  felfo^/rthip  to 
thofc  whom  the  Lord  hath  brought  hither;  and  know  and  acknowlede 
that  whereby  the  Lord  hath  wrc^^t  it  in  them.  But  if  ye  be  not  reafl 
In  the  thing  itiUf,  but  only  in  the  dpprehehfions  and  conceivings  about  it, 
yc  can  i  never  fo  be  yritneffes  concerhing  thefe  things,  nbri^Dncernin^  the 
truth  whereby  God  wortcs  th*fe  things ':  and  ye  will  find  there  is  a  g#c.at 
gulf  beturcen  you  and  us,  which  ye  cannot  pdffJbly  pafi  tm:f,  rifl  ye  meet 
with  our  pifinciple  arid  guide,  and  faithfully  travel  Virith'  hhrf"  in  the  fodt^ 
ftcps  of  the  flocK,  that  y&  may  come  to  the  (hepherd'a  teHti'  (even  *lie  teni;i 
which  the  ftiephcrd  pitcnethj  and  Which  no  man  can  t>itcH)  *and*may  kdoW 
the  true  tabernacle,  ftnauafy,*and  temjile,'  whereof  he  iithfe  xWimfteK    '  ] 
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Whereunto  is  added». 

YiRt  of  tpnder  juid  upngh£  ]liOve  to  foch  a&  retain  a  Sinferity  tawj 

-L  O  R  JR. 

Ifo,  A  brief  Account  of  the  Ground  of  Certaintjrand  SMkhedony  wbic] 
^^afed  the  Lord  to  eftaUifii  in  my  Hdat^  cooceraiog  R^gioD,  atkLthc 
of  his  Kingdonu 

ndaQuBSTiON^  anfWered,  about  the  Way  of  faiowin^  the  Motions,  IX 

and  Teachii^  of  CH&iaT'&  Spirit*. 

With  femewhat  relating  to  the  Go8P£L-Rb»t,  or  Sabbath. 

od  ibme  Qua&LSs  to  fuch  as  complain  of  Want  of  Power  to  become  the  ] 

and  fenre  him*. 
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THE  true  church  is  a'niyftery^,'and  To  is  the  falfe  alfo;  neither  of 
which  th^  outward  eye  of.  ipw's  underftanding  is  able  to  decern  ^  but 
he  alone  who  is  enlightened  and  taught  of  God.  ^ho  can  iee  how  the 
Spirit  of  God  works,  changing  m^s  hearts,  gathering  them  into  his  truth, 
an^  buildii^  theoi  up  into  s^  holy  t^n^le  inh^v^o"  ?  And  who  can  difcem 
"how  the  fpirit  of  deceit  works  witli  an  outwaftf  "knowledge,  do^lrin  and 
form  of  religion,  perfoadihg  or  totnpelling  rneh  thereunto,  and  fo  builds 
up  a  falfe  chimch?  Yea,  who  can  tell  when  the  Spirit  of  tbe  l:;ord  with- 
draweth  from  a  church,  t^^hich^was^nce  his,  leaving  it  to  the  other  fpirk 
CO  re-enter  and  pollefs ;  from  which  |time  it  becometh  a  fynago^e  of  Sa« 
tan  ?  There  was  need  of  the  andfnting  of  God's  wifdom  and  Spirit  to  try 
Jews  and  Apoftles  (for  these  were  fuch,  evenin'  the  apoftles  days,  as  faid 
they  were  fo^  but  were  not)  i  aitd:  there  is  alfi>  n^  of  the  fame  wi0oni 
and  Spirit  to  try  churches,  whether  they  be  indeed  the  churches  of  Chrift 
{in  and  of  his  Spirit  and  power)^  or  only  in  the. name  aiid  outward  profdfioQ 
of  the  thing,  without  the  nature,-  Spirit,  life)  and  power  thereof. 

The  apoftle  Paul  (who  was  the  apoftle  of  the  Gendles,  and  knew  what 
was  likely  to  betheir  future  ftatic)  ivvrtting  to  the  Romans,  tells  them,  that 
the  Gentiles  were  cut  out  of  ^  the  olive-tree,  which  was  wild  by  nature  -,  and 
were,  contrary  to  nature,  ingrafted  into  the  true  olive-tree,  and  fo  came  to 
partake  of  the  root  and  fatnefs  thereof.  But  withal  be  tells  them,  that 
unlefs  they  did  continue  in  the  faith,  and  in  the  goodnefs  of  God,  keeping 
out  of  the  high-mindednefs  and  conceitednefs  of  their  own  eftate  and  con- 
dition, in  the  fear  (which  makes  the  heart  dean,  and  preferves  it  in  the 
cleannefs  from  that  which  would  defile,  and  caufe  it  to  depart  from  the 
Lord)  they  likewiie  (hould  be  cut  off,  Rom.  xi.  17.  and  20,  &^. 

Now  it  would  ferioufly  be  confidered,  whedier  the  Gentile  churches  did 

which  ga- 

their  eftate  in  a 

pre- 


abide  in  the  faith,  and  in  the  goodnefs  and  power  of  the  Lord, 
thcred  them  ?  Or  whether  they  grew  high-mmded,  holding  theii 
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-prefumption  (as  if  the  pmmiie  was  fo  to  them,  that  they  muft  needs  be 
the  church  for  ever)  out  of  the  fear,  and  fo  was  caft  off  by  God,  and  cut 
oflF  (according  to  the  apoftle's  words)  from  God's  Spirit,  and  fo  have  not 
partook  of  the  root  and  fatnefs  of  the  Olive-tree,  for  many  generations  ?  It 
would  alfo  &rther  be  enquired  (if  it  prove  thus,  upon  true  fearch  and  ex- 
amination, that  they  have  been  cut  ot);  whether  they  can  partake  of  the 
root  and  fatnefs  of  the  true  Olive-tree  any  more,  till  he  that  c^  them  offi 
gather  and  build  them  up  ag^n  i 

It  is  true,  there  have  been  witnefles  againft  the  corrupt  ftate,  even  a  feed 
who  have  been  perfecuted  by  it ;  and  thefe  have,  in  {oitit  meafure,  par- 
took of  the  root  and  fatnefs  of  the  Olive-tree,  all  this  time  of  the  degenera- 
tion. But  hath  the  church-ftate  of  the  Gentiles,  which  provoked  God,  and 
was  caft  off,  and  perfecuted  the  witnefles  of  the  Lamb,  hh  holy  feed,  who 
could  not  but,  in  his  nature  and  ^irit,.teftif7  againft  their  corruption  ?  Have 
they  partook  of  the  root  and  ratnefs  of  the  Olive-tree,  or  have  they  not 
rather  grown  upj&om,  and  drunk  in  of,  the  fap  and  juice  of  another  ftock  ^ 

The  fame  apic^le  fpeaks  of  the  man  of  fin,  that  wicked  one,  the  fon  of 
^rdition ;  who  (hould  get  into  the  temple  of  God,  fit  there,  and  fiiew 
hinnfelf  as  God ;  and  vet  oppofe  and  eiult  himfelf  above  all  that  is  truly 
called  God,  and  that  of  right  ought  to  be  worihipped,  2  Tbef.  it.  4,  Now 
when  he  gets  into  the  temple,  aoth  not  he  leaden  it  with  his  wicked  Ipirit, 
making  it  become  wicked,  like  him  that  fits  and  reigns  in  it,  and.  is  the 
head  of  it  i  And  not  the  church  or  temple,  all  the  while  lie  fits  in  it, 
partake  of  the  root  and  fatnefs  of  the  Olive-tree?  (Of  Chrift  its  former 
vine,  of  Chrift  its  former  head)  ?  Or  doth  it  not  rather  fuck  in,  and  par- 
take of,  the  venom  and  poifon  of  this  new  head  ?  And  how  long  is  this 
new  head,  this  falfe  head  of  the  church,  to  fit  in  the  temple  ?  Is  it  not  from 
the  very  time  of  his  getting  in,  tin  Chnft,  by  the  Spirit  of  his  mouth,  con- 
fume  and  (catter  him ;  and  by  the  brightnefs  of  his  appearance  and  coming 
utterly  deftroy  him  ?  ver.  8, 

This  is  certain  (as  certain  as  ever  there  was  a  true  church  in  the  days  of 
the  apoftles),  that  after  the  apoftles  days  there  got  up  -a  falfe  church,  which 
chc  ^irit  rf  the  Lord  csdb  the  great  whore  (indeed  me  was  far  bigger,  by 
multitudes  of  degrees,  than  ever  the  true  church  was).  This  great  whore 
had  a  golden  cup  in  her  hand,  wherewith  (he  made  the  kings  and  inhabitants 
of  the  earth  drunk.  And  (he  fat  upon  many  waters  5  which  waters  are  peo- 
ples, nations,  multitudes,  and  tongues.  Did  ever  the  true  church  do  thus  ? 
That  was  a  little  flock,  gathered  out  of  peoples,  nations,  multitudes,  and 
tongues,  reigning  in  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord,  over  them  only 
who  were  thus  gathered ;  but  never  fat  upon  whole  peoples,  nations,  mul- 
titudes, and  tongues,  as  this  great  whore  hath  done,  -Rf^.  xvii.  i.— 15. 

Now  it  would  be  worth  the  enquiry  what  this  cup  is  (this  golden  cup, 
which  appears  .like  gold;  ?  And  what  this  wine  is,  wherewith  ihe  made  the 
kings  and  inhabitants  of  the  earth  drunk  ?  Afk  her,  and  fiie  will  tell  you. 
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It  is  the  cup  of  falvatioa,  and  her  wuie  the  wine  of  the  kingdom,  even  the 
doctrine  and  difcipline  of  holy  mother- church ;  out  of  which^  and  without 
which,  np  man  can  be  faved.  But  alk  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  (or  hear 
what  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  faid  to  the  churches  concerning  k)  and.  he 
will  tell  you,  i^  is  the  wine  of  fornication,  the  cup  of  deilrudtion,  full  of 
abominations,  and  filthinefs  of  her  fornication*,  and  that  fhe  (hall  be  fo  far 
from  faving  others,  that.ihe  (hall  bedeftroyed  and  perifh  herfelf ;  and  who- 
ever drinks  of  her  wine  (hall  perifh,  unlefs  he  vomit  it  up  again,  and  drink 
of  the  pure  blood  of  the  Lamb  after  )t.  See  Rev.  xvii.  and  aifo  chap,  xviii. 
and  chap.  xiv.  9,  lo,  ii. 

Now  one  word,  in  the  love  and  truth  of  God,  to  all  that  have  feparated 
fix>m  this  church.  Have  ye  feparated  fully  ?  Have  ye  feparated  wholly  ? 
,  Have  ye  ,  (eparated  from  her  in  nature  and  fpirit  ?  Have  ye  waited  for  the 
building  which  God  alone  can  rear ;  for  the  church  which  he  alone  can 
frame?  Or  have  ye  built  up  another  church,  in  the  refemblance  and  likenefs 
of  that  ye  feparated  from  ?  This  is  a  weighty  thing :  Ye  muft  anfwer  it  to 
God,  and  (land  by  his  judgment  therein.  I  befeech  you  con(ider  it.  fFbat 
will  it  profit  a  man^  faith  Chrift,  if  be  gain  the  whole  worlds  and  lofe  bis  own 
foul}  So  fay  I  in  this  Calc :  What  would  it  profit  you,  if  ye  could  make 
your  church  ftand,  and  be  approved  in  the  fight  of  the  whole  world,  if  the 
Lord  difown  and  difallow  it,  and  they  that  are  gathered  into  it  perUh  by  it  ? 
If  it  be  not  of  God's  building,  if  it  have  not  his  prefence,  virtue.  Spirit  and 
power  in  it,  it  cannot  (ave.  Oh!  hear,  hear !  for  the  Lord  will  ftrip  Baby- 
Jon,  and  fill  her  with  dreadful  plagues  and  Judgments ;  and  (he  (hall  appear 
naked  as  (he  is,  and  become  the  fcorn  of*^  every  eye,  and  the  reproach  of 
every  beholder :  and  that  which  hatii  been  reproached,  fcorned,  hated,  and 
perfecuted  by  her,  the  Lor'j  will  iionour. 

Now  confider,  and  wait  oi.  he  Lord,  to  know  the  extent  of  Babylon  5 
that  ye  may  not  be  found  b)  he  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ^nor  by  his  angels, 
which  pour  out  his  plagues  upon  herj  within  her  limits.  For  the  Great 
Whore  is  not  Babylon  only,  or  alone ;  but  (he  is  the  Mother  of  harlots,  and 
all  her  Daughters  are  harlots  aUb  i  even  all  that  have  built  up  churches, 
like  her  (in  her  fpirit,  with  her  materials)  out  of  the  leading,  guidance* 
and  power  of  the  Spirit  of  truths 
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I.  Of  the  Church  in  its  Firft  and  Pure  State,  when  it  was 
cloathed  with  the  Sun,  had  the  Moon  under  its  Feet,  and  was 
crowned  with  the  Crown  of  Twelve  Stars,  travailing  to  Bring- 
forth,  and  Brought-forth  the  Man-Child,  which  was  to  Rule  all 
Nations  with  the  Rod  of  Iron. 

IT  pleafed  the  Father  to  fend  his  Son  into  the  world  (in  his  name^  power; 
and  authority),  to  gadier  out  of  the  world ;  and  to  inanifeft  lus  name 
to  the  men  whom  he  Ihould  gather  out  of  the  world.  The  Jews  (for 
all  their  great  profeflion,  and  high  efteeth  of  themfelves)  were  but  a  worldly 
polity,  having  but  worldly,  elementary  fhadows  of  the  good  things  to 
come,  and  to  be  fet  up  in  the  kin^om  of  the  Mefliah.  John  preached^ 
Tbat  the  kingdom  was  at  band  ^  Chnft  faid,  //  was  come :  John  prepared  for 
it ;  Chrift  brought  it.  He  came  in  the  Spirit,  in  the  life,  in  tnc  virtue,  in 
the  dominion  of  the  Moft  High ;  and  he  gadiered  difciples  unto  him,  by  the 
word  and  power  of  the  Father.  And  thofe  that  continued  in  his  word» 
were  his  difciples  indeed ;  of  his  gathering ;  fuch  as  the  Father  had  fenc 
the  Son  out  to  feek ;  even  the  new  fort  of  worlhippers,  who  fhould  wor- 
(hip  neither  at  Samaria,  nor  Jerufalem ;  nor  with  reference  to  any  other 
outward  place ;  but  in  Spirit  and  in  truth.  They  (hould  meet  together  in 
that  name,  wherein  Chrift  had  gathered  them ;  and  meeting  fo,  he  would 
be  in  the  midft  of  them,  and  they  (hould  feel  die  prefence,  power^  and  au- 
thority, whicli  belonged  to  his  churchy 

Now,  if  any  would  know  what  kind  of  perfons  thefe  difciples  %re, 
Chrift  giveth  many  delcripdons  of  them.  They  are  fuch  as  arc  born  from 
above,  fuch  as  are  changed  by  the  name  and  power  which  gathers  them. 
They  arc  Jews  inward,  circumcifed  inwardly ;  fuch  as  are  baptized  with 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  with  fire  •,  fquared  ftones,  hewn  by  the  Spirit,  for 
the  fpiritual  building ;  not  old,  rough,  fierce,  cruel,  implacable,  unregene-- 
rate,  unholy  fpirits ;  but  meek,  gcnde,  lowly,  tender,  poor  in  fpirit,  mer- 
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cifiil,  peaceable  in  themfelves,  and  making  peace  among  men,  renewed, 
and  fanftified  in  fpirit ;  holy  in  converfation,  fufiering  (both  from  the  hea^ 
thenilhj  and  from  the  worldly-profefling  Ipirit)  for  that  power  of  truth  and 
righteoufnefs,  which  they  profels  and  bear  witnefs  ta  They  are  the  fait  of 
the  earth,  having  that  in  them  which  feaibneth  their  own  hearts,  and  which 
hath  virtue  in  it  to  feaibn  others.  They  a-re  t^ie  light  of  the  world,  having 
that  in  them  which  cafts  rays  of  light,  conviftion,  and  demonftration, 
wherc-eyer  they  go.  They  being  changed  into  the  leaven  of  the  kingdom, 
become  a  leaven,  aod  fo  a  weight  upon  ipic^uity ;  teftifying  againft,  yea, 
bowing  down  ana  afflicting  that  fpirit,  as  the  power  of  life  fprings  in  them 
and  breaks  forth  through  them. 

Now,  if  the  church  be  thus ;  if  it  be  a  gathering  by  the  power  into  the 
power;  by  Chrift,  who  came  in  the  name,  into  the  name  in- which  he 
K^Tf\c ;  mud  i^>t  th^  miniftry  needs  be  much  more  thus  ?  Muft  not  they  be 
grown  in  the  name,  be  grown  in  the  power,  who  are  to  minif^er  to  thofe 
who  are  gathered  into  the  name,  who  are  gathered  into  the  power  ?  Muft 
not  they  be  well  grown  in  the  Spirit,  if  they  be  able  minifters  of  the 
Spirit  ?  Did  not  Chrift,  when  he  fent  out  his  difciples  to  preach  in  his 
name,  give  them  of  bis  Spirit  and  power  ?  And  afterwards,  when  he  was. 
to  go  away,  and  they  to  mcceed  him,  what  were  they  to  fucceed  him  in  ? 
Were  they  not  to  fucceed  him  in  his  Spirit  and  power  ?  And  did  not  he  t^d 
them  wait  for  it,  and  receive  it»  before  they  went  forth  to  preach  and  fet  up 
hi&  kingdom  ?  And  was  it  not  by  this  the  church  was  gathered  ?  And  can. 
the  church  be  prdcryed  by  any  thing  beneath  this  ?  Yea,  falling  fhort  cf  this». 
is  it  not  in  a  degenerated  and  fallen  eftate  ? 

After  that  thofe  who  had  been  gathered  in  the  name,  had  waited  as  Chrift 
dire&ed  theqi,  for  the  holy  Spirit  and  power,  and  after  it  had  fallen  u^a 
tbeni,  then  the  gbry  began,  then  the  miniftry  (hined,  then  the  church  (or 
people  gathered  in  the  Spirit  and  power)  fhined  \  dien  great  life  was  inr 
them  all,  then  great  grace  and  holine^  was  upon  them  all,  then  faith  (whici^ 
forings  from  the  Spirit  and  power)  was  fte(h,  then  love  abounded;  then 
they  minded  not  earthly  things,  but  the  kingdom,  the  life,  the  glory^ 
which  was  come  upon  them  in  power ;  then  Satan's  kingdom  fell  down  like 
lightening,  and  they  went  on  (in  and  with  the  Spirit  which  led  them)  con-- 
quering  the  Jewifh  profeiibrs,  and  the  Heathenifh  worihippcrs  alfo  j  none 
beinc  able  to  refift  the  power  and  Spirit  wherein  they  Ipake  and  miniftered. 
Read  the  fcriptures  of  the  New-Teftament,  and  wait  on  God  for  the  open- 
ing t)f  the  true  eye  in  you ;  and  thefe  things  will  be  manifcft  and  plain  to 
you  therein ;  ftwr  the  fweetnefi,  fre&nefs,  precioufnefe,^  and  beauty  of  that 
ftate,  may  al)undantly  be  read  diere,  by  thofe  whofe  eyes  the  Lord  opens^ 
To  inftance  in  ibme  places. 

Peter  writes  two  general  epiftles,  in  one  whereof  he  fpcaks  of  their  hav- 
ing received  like  precious  faith  with  them,  2  Feier  \.  i.  and  in  the  other» 

that  they  did  xejoice  with  joy  unfpcakablc  and  fiiU  of  glory^  1  Ftter  i.  8. 
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Yctf>  he  fpcak$  aifo  of  tbetr  being  as  lively  ftones,  built  op  a  fpritual 
houfe,  an  holy  prieftbood  (mark;  all  God's  people  who  are  gathered  into 
the' name,  who  are  of  the  faith,  who  are  in  the  life  and  power,  are  priefts 
VAto  him)  to  offer  up  fpiritual  (acrifices^  acceptable  to  God  by  JefusChrift, 
X  P$ter  xu  5.  Now  was  it  a  finall  thing  to  be  a  prieft  under  the  law,  t6 
ofl^r  up  the  outward  facrifices  thereof  ?  What  is  it  then  to  be  a  prieft  in 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  power  of  life  ? 

John  alio  writes'  a  general  epiftle,  wherein  he  divides  Chriftians  into  three 
eftates  (children,  young  men,  fathers),  fpeaking  great  things  and  gl<M:ious  ' 
of  them  aU.  He  faid.  The  darknefs  is  fafi^  and  the  true  light  now  fianetb. 
Paul  had  faid.  The  night  is  far  fpent,  and  the  day  is  at  h  wd ;  btK  he  faid, 
the  ni&ht  is  pad,  and  the  day  is  con>e,  i  Jebn  ii.  8.  And  he  writes  to 
all  (children,  young  men,  fathers),  as  being  pafled  from  the  darknefs,  and 
in  the  light  of  the  day.  The  little  children  had  had  their  fins  forgiven 
them  for  his  name's  fake,  and  had  known  the  Fadier,  ver.  12,  13.  The 
young  men  were  flrong,  and  the  word  of  God  did  abide  in  them,  and 
they  had  overcome  the  wicked  one,,  ver*  14.  The  Others  knew  him  that 
was  from  the  beginning,  ver.  i^  14.  and  knowing  that,  they  knew 
^  enough ;  for  that  was  it  which  appeared  to  fave,  and  that  was  it  which  was 
to  be  preached,  even  that  which  was  from  the  beginnmg,  the  Cght  whicK. 
was  with  God,  the  light  which  was  in  God,  the  light  which  was  God,  in 
which  is  no  darknefs  a£  all,  chap.  i.  i  •  5.  Yea  the  litde  children  had  an 
unction  fronn  the  Holy  One,  and  they  knew  aU  thmgs  v>  and  John  wrote 
not  unto  them  as  not  knowing  the  truth,  but  becaufe  thev  knew  it,  chap.  ii. 
i8.  20,  21*  Yea»  they  had  received  die  anointing,  and  it  did  abide  in 
diem,  and  they  needed  not  that  any  man  fbould  teach  them,  but  as  the 
lame  anointing  taught  them  of  all  things;  and  it  fo  taught  them,  as  that 
no  feducer  nor  antichriftian  deceiver  could  impofe  or  prevail  upon  them^. 
i;hey  keeping  to  it,  ver.  18.— ^2.6i  27.  What  a^  glorious  ilate  was  here 
when  the  little  children  were  thus  advanced  in  the  ftteneth  and  power  of 
life  ?  Sure  that  promife  was  now  made  good  indeed^  Tepdl  be  all  taught  of 
Qod^  when  the  little  children  were  thus  taught.  Yea,,  and  they  were 
^ught  to  abide  in  him,  fo  as  they  might  not  (in ;  for  how  could  they,  the 
anointing  abiding  in  them',  and  teaching  them  of  all  things,  and  they  being  ^ 
in  fubjeftion  thereto ;  for  that  pceferves  out  of  fin  the  veflel  in  whom  it 
dwells  and  reigns.  Sin  is  a  tranfgreflion  of  the  law ;  but  the^  that  are  ia. 
the  anointing,  taught  by  the  anointing,  fubjeft  to  the  anointing,  are  fiu: 
above  the  righteoufiiefs  of  the  law,  even  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Son  \ 
the  righteoufhds  of  whofe  nature  is  far  above  the  righteoufiiefs  which  the 
law  requires  of  man's  nature.  And  let  men  talk  and  imag^e  what  they 
will,  the  finner  is  not  in  the  redemption  and  power  of  righteoufnefs,  which 
is  by  Jefus  Chrift  For  that  which  is  bom  of  God  doth  not  commit  fin, 
but  the  feed  remaineth  in  him  which  is  born  of  God,  preferving  him  from 
the  nature  and  fpirit  of  the  Devil,  and  Irom  the  works  which  flow  from  that. 

natura. 


78        Of  the  Church  in  its  firfl  and  pure  State. 

nature  and  fpirit,  chop.  iii.  4.  6f^.  Yea,  they  might  fo  walk  as  that  their 
hearts  (hould  not  condemn  tliem ;  but  that  they  might  have  confidence  to« 
wards  God,  ver.  20,  21.  And  as  Chrift  foid  to  the  Father-,  Father^  tbon 
always  bear  eft  me ;  fo  could  they  fay,  Whatfoever  we  ajk^  we  receive  of  hm^ 
becaufe  we  keep  bis  commandments^  and  do  tbofe  tbings  tbat  are  pUaftng  in  bis 
Jigbt^  ver.  22.  even  as  Chrift  had  faid  (  He  tbat  fent  me  is  with  me^  See.  for 
I  do  always  tbofe  tbings  tbat  pleafe  bim^  John  viii«  29.  Yea,  thefe  litde 
children,  having  received  the  anointing,  were  able  to  try  fpirits,  and 
had  tried  and  overcome  them  (notv^thftanding  the  fubtilty  and  ftrength  of 
all  their  deceits),  becaufe  that  light,  life.  Spirit,  and  power  which  dwelt 
within  them^  was  greater  than  that  which  was  in  the  world,  cbap.  iv.  i^ 
4.  And  can  the  leis  overcome  the  greater,  the  greater  keeping  to  its 
ftrength  ?  Nay,  nay :  Thefe  that  are  of  the  love,  and  dwell  in  the  love, 
are  (by  the  power  and  virtue  of  the  love)  kept  out  of  all  the  fnares  and 
devices  of  the  enmity ;  for  the  enmity  cannot  enter  the  love,  nor  the  foul 
that  abides  in  the  love ;  but  only  him  that  departs  out  of  it.  Here  is  a 
munition  of  rocks,  here  is  fafety  indeed  \  let  him  that  hath  an  ear  hear, 
and  let  him  that  hath  a  fpiritual  eye  read  and  confider.  What  (hould  be 
faid  more  of  them  ?  They  were  in  the  love  which  keeps  the  commandments 
of  the  birth  to  which  the  vi£tory  is  given,  and  in  the  faith  which  gives  the 
viAory,  cbap.  v.  3,  4.  Yea,  did  they  not  fo  keep  themfelves,  as  that  the 
wicked  one  could  not  touch  them  ?  ver.  18.  How  could  he,  when  they  had 
overcome  him,  and  abode  in  that  which  overcame  him  ?  Saun  falls  like  a 
flafh  of  lightening  before  the  power  of  truth,  before  the  living  fiuth ;  the 
fiuth  which  is  from,  and  ftands  m,  the  power.  And  if  the  Devil  would  fly 
from  thofe  that  refifted  him,  how  much  more  would  he  fly  from  thofe  that 
had  overcome  him,  and  ftood  armed  with  that  armour  which  is  painful  and 
dreadful  to  him  ? 

Again,  the  apoftle  that  writeth  to  the  Hebrews,  fpeaketh  .of  their  work 
and  labour  of  love  (which  advanceth  the  foul  apace  towards  the  kingdom), 
and  of  their  patient  enduring  the  trials,  perfecutions,  afiliftions,  and  croflcs 
(through  which  perfeftion  is  attained,  James  i.  4.)  Hei.  vi.  10.  and  cbap. 
^'  32>  33*  Yea,  he  fpeaketh  exi)refly  concerning  them,  that  they  were 
come  to  Mount  Sion,  and  to  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jc- 
rulem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels ;  to  the  general  aflembly 
and  church  of  the  firft-born  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God  the 
judge  of  all,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfeft,  and  to  Jefus  the 
mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  cbap.  xii. 
22,  23,  24.  iand  that  they  had  received,  or  were  receiving,  a  kingdom  which 
could  not  be  moved,  ver.  28. 

There  is  another  place  in  my  heart  to  mention,  which  fpeaks  great  glory 
and  an  high  flate,  in  the  fenfe  of  my  fpirit,  attributing  glory  and  domi- 
nion to  Chrift  for  his  loving  them,  and  waftiing  them  from  their  fins  in  his 
own  blood,  and  making  them  kings  and  priefts  unto  God  and  his  Father, 

Rev. 
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Rev.  i.  5,  6.  What  is  he  who  is  both  a  tting  and  prieft  to  God  ?  Surely  he 
is  waflied,  furely  he  is  cloathed>with  the  prielFs  mment,  furely  he  is  in  the 
dominion  and  purity  of  life,  who  reigns  and  ofieTs  up  therein  holy  facri- 
fices  to  the  Father. 

Thus  far  have  inftances  been  given  in  reference  to  the  general  ftate. 
Now  it  is  alfo  in  my  heart  to  give  fome  inftances  in  particular  churches, 
wherein  teftimony  is  given  to  the  freflinefs  of  life  in  them,  and  of  their  pre- 
cious ftate  therein. 

Firft,  I  (hall  inftance  in  that  church  at  Jerufakm :  In  what  a  beauteous 
glory  and  luftre  did  they  fpring  forth !  ji8s  iu  41.  to  the  end.  Confider 
the  place  well,  and  tell  me,  if  this  was  not  the  beginning  of  the  fpirituai 
and  heavenly  Jerufalem  ^  if  the  glory  of  it  did  not  defcend  upon  this  new- 
gathered  people  and  converts  ?  So  likewife  fee  chap.  iv.  31,  l^c. 
,  The  church  at  Rome^  the  apoftle  Paul  fays,  were  beloved  of  God;  and 
that  their  faith  was  fpoken  of  throughout  the  whole  world,  Rom.  i.  7,  8% 
Now  what  a  glorious  precious  ftate  was  this !  For  by  faith  is  water  drawn 
out  of  the  wells  of  (alvation :  And  how  much  might  they  draw,  who  aboun- 
ded in  faith !  True  faith  fprings  from  the  power  of  life,  and  it  brings  the 
power  of  life  into  the  foul  in  which  it  fprings,  according  to  the  degree  and 
growth  of  it.  He  that  is  beloved  of  God,  and  abounds  in  faith  towards 
him  ;  what  glory,  what  life,  what  virtue,  what  power  can  he  want  ? 

The  fame  appftle,  writing  to  the  church  at  Philippic  faith,  he  did  thank 
God^  upon  every  remembrance  of  them  ;  making  requeftfor  them  with  icy  alwoj^s^  in 
every  prayer  of  bis  far  $betif  ally  for  their  feliowfhip  in  thegofpel  (which  is  power 
and  life  to  them  that  have  fellowihip  therein)  from  thefirft  day  until  now^ 
Phil.  i.  3,  4,  5.  And  he  calls,  them  dearly  beloved  and  longed-for^  his  joy 
and  crowny  chap,  iv. ,  i. 

So  writing  to  the  faints  and  faithful  brethren  at  Coloflus,  he  gives  thanks 
for  their  faiths  and  their  love  to  all  the  faint s^  chap.  i.  3,  4.  And  faith  fur- 
ther concerning  them,  that  the  word  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  had  brought 
forth  fruit  in  them^  fince  the  day  they  heard  and  knew  the  grace  of  God  in  truths 
vcr.  5,  ^  To  what  then  were  they  grown  ?  Surely  very  far  intathe  myf- 
tery  of  life  in  Chrift  5  in  whom  they  had  been  circumcifed  and  baptized,  and 
were  complete,  abiding  in  him,  and  drinking  ia  of  the  life,  virtue,  and 
power  which  floweth  from  him. 

Likewife  he  writes  to  the  church  of  the  Theflalonians,  as  being  in  God 
the  Father^  and  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift^  1  Theff.  i.  i.  Ah !  how  excellent 
and  glorious  was  the  ftate  and  condition  of  Chrift,  to  be  in  the  Father ! 
How  glorious  is  the  ftate  of  that  church,  which  is  both  in  Chrift  and  in  the 
Father !  He  fpeaks  alfo  of  their  work  cf  iaith^  and  labour  of  tove,  and 
ptience  of  hope,  verfe  3.  Yea,  he  writes  to  them  agMi  2A  fuch,  2  Ephef 
1.  I.  Surely  they  did  abide  in  the  vine ;  they  did  dwell  in  the  name  and 
power  into  which  they  were  gathered;  and  fo  did  feel  the  dews  fix)m  above^ 
and  the  fprings  from  beneath  ^  fo  that  their  faith  did  grow  exceedingly,  and 
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their  tore  abound ;  and  the  ap^es  did  fiod  caufe  of  ^oiying  in>  them,  ih 
the  churches  of  God,  for  dieir  patience  and  &idi  in  att  thtir  ferfccuciDAi 
and  tribuiation&  that  they  rcndured,  ver.  3,  4. 

Writing  alfo  to  the  Ephefians,  he  giveth  an  high  expttffion  of  the  good* 
neis  of  OaA  to  his^peogpde  in  thofe  days^  and  o7  the  bkflednefi  of  dieir 
€ftate,  in  that  God  had  faJei&d  them  mtb  alljpiritual  Ueffij^s^  in  beavet^ 
pkfas  iM  drifty^cliwp.  L  3.  That  is  hard  to  be  undetftood;  yet  this  may 
be  fenfibly  faid  y  In  the  heavenly  places  in  Chrift,  the  fpiritual  bleffinfi^  are 
received ;  and  they  that  are  raifed  together  with  him,  and  live  in  and  with 
him,  do  alio  fit  with  him  in  the  heavenly  places  in  him,  even  in  the  man* 
fions  which  he  hath  prepared,  and  is  preparing;  fer  he  raifeth  the  foul 
higher  and  higher,  from  ^ory  to  glory,  at  his  pleafure.  The  apoftle  alfo 
faith,  that  they  yktc  felk^itizem  wiib  the  faints^  and  of  the  boufebold  ofG^*, 
and  were  tuili  togitiur  in  Cbrifi^  for  an  baUtation  of  God^  tbrougb  tbe  ^drit^ 
chap.  fi.  19.  22. 

So  the  church  of  Smyrna ;  Chrift  owneth  her  works,  and  tribuhuaons, 
and  poverty,  and  pronounceth  her  rich.  Rev.  il  8.  Chrift  knoweth  how  to 
value  things. 

And  the  chutch.of  Philadelphia  was  b  a  very  precious  ftate  indeed ; 
Chrift  owning  her  works,  and  having  fet  before  her  an  open  door,  which 
no  man  could  fliut;  and  pnmufing  to  make  thole  who  made  a  profeflkm 
l^lhe  truth  (of  being  Jews)  but  wete  not  in  it,  to  come  and  wodhip  before 
her  feet,  and  to  know  that  he  had  loved  her;  as  alfo  that  he  woukl  keep 
her  in  the  hour  of  temptation,  becaufe  flie  had  kept  the  word  of  his  pa« 
tience,  Rev.  iii.  8,  (^c.  Thus  k  is  manifeft  that  the  church  in  general, 
and  many  churches  in  partialis,  was  once  in  a  pure,  firefti,  Uving,  pow* 
erful  glorious  ftate. 
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BUT  aU  the  churches,  were  not  thus ;,  nor  did  thofe  ^o  were  thus  al- 
ways continue  thus :  but  there  was  a  declining  and  £dling  from  this 
glorious  eftate  by  degrees,  even  fcom  the  %ht,  brightnefi,  purity  and 
power  of  the  day,  into  the  duknefi  and  corruption  of  the  night  again. 

And  thus  the  s^ftafy  came  in ;  to  wit,  by  not  keeping  to  the  anointing, 
by  not  abidug  in  that  Spirit,  Hfe,  and  power  whereinto  they  were  gathered; 
by  not  keeping  fingly  to  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd*  For  then  another  ear 
got  up  in  them,  aiul  that  itched  aftennew  and  ftrange  things  *,  not  being 
contented  wuh  the  fimplicity  of  truth#which  is  in  Chrift,  with  the  plain  liea« 
venly  bread.  For  truth  is  a  naked  fimple  thing  to  look  at ;  not  anfwering 
man's  wifiiom  at  6xSk^  nor  ever  afterwards :  bat  in  the  crols  to  that  its  power 
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10  ffSk^  «id  its  beauty  ieen.  Blit  if  the  wiiciom  of  man  get  tip  from  under 
the  crofi,  if  it  be  not  ftill  kept  down  by  that,  it  will  prefendy  be  judging  the- 
Wifdom  of  God  and  the  plain  way  of  troth  fooliflme^,  and  be  liftening  after 
femewh^eUa 

Thus  the  church  of  Corindi,  who  did  abound  in  fpiritual  gifts,  yet  were 
apt  to  run  out,  and  be  lifted  up  above  their  meafures,  and  think  thef 
reigned  as  kings,  without  (if  not  beyond)  the  apoftles ;  and  ib  came  into 
danger  of  hearkening  to  &Ue  ipirits  and  minifters  of  unrighteoufnefs,  i  Cor. 
iv.  ^  &<•  2  Cor.  X.  xi. 

And  the  churches  of  Galatia,  which  b^an  well,  and  very  zealoufly,  even 
£>  as  they  could  have  plucked  out  their  eyes  for  Paul's  f^e;  yet  were  af- 
terwards ib  hx  bewitched  and  prevailed  upon,  that  the  apoAle  profefied  he 
flood  in  doubt  of  them,  and  was  afraid  left  he  had  bellowed  upon  them 
labour  in  vain,  GaL  iv.  ii.  20. 

When  the  enemy  could  not  prevail  in  open  battle,  by  manifeft  affliftionst 
oppditions,  perfecutions,  &c.  then  he  tries  by  deceit,  getting  into  the  form,  to 
fee  what,  he  can  do  there,  how  he  can  pleafe  and  fatisfy  men  therewith,  and 
fi)  work  them  from  that  power  which  redeems.  And  thofe  that  do  not  eye 
the  power,  keep  to  the  power^  walk  in  the  power,  and  judge  by  the  power, 
fo  be  fure  he  catcheth  this  way.  Tbefalfe  prophets^  faith  Chrift^  which  come 
injhc^s  cloaihmg  (with  the  good  words,  as  minifters  of  righteoufnets ;  but 
not  with  the  livins  powerful  fiuits  of  righteoufneis)  come  with  fo  fubtil  an 
appearance,  as,  if  it  were  poffiUe,  they  would  deceive  the  very  tAcSt :  but 
God  keepeth  that  eye  in  ms  eleft  open,  which  cannot  be  deceived ;  but  all 
elie  are.  They  that  depart  from  the  power,  they  that  err  from  the  faiths 
tliey  that  are  in  the  high-mindedne(s  and  conceitednels,  put  of  the  fear, 
they  eafily  hearken  to  toducing  fpirits,  and  drink  off  their  poifon.  And 
Peter  plainly  forefaw  that  thefe  would  be  manf,  2  Pei.  ii.  i,  2. 

See  alfo  what  complaint  Paul  makes  to  Timothy,  about  the  declining  of 
many  from  the  truth ;  he  exhorts  him  to  hep  faith  and  a  good  confcience  \ 
which  fome  having  fui  awaj^  concerning  faith  have  made  fiipwreck  %  of  whom  is 
Hymeneus  W  Alexander,  i  3lrVw.  i.  19,  20. 

Again  he  fpeaks  of  fome  that  were  akeaif  turned  qfide  after  Satan^  chap. 
V.  15.  And  of  fome  that  had  erred  from  thefaith^  and  pierced  tUmfehes 
through  with  many  forrowsj  chap.  vi.  10.  Again:  Jll  they  which  are  in  A&z 
be  turned  away  from  nuy  2  Tim.  i.  1 5.  Likewife  he  fpeaks  of  fome,  who 
would  incr,eafe  unto  more  ungodUnefs^  and  wbofe  word  will  eat  as  doth  a  canker^ 
chap.  ii.  16,  17.  and  that  evil  men  and  feducersfhall  wax  worfe  and  worfe^ 
deceiving  and  being  deceived^  chap.  iii.  13.  Yea,  the  time  willcome^  faith  he, 
when  they  will  not  endure  found  doifriney  chap.  iv.  3.  Demas  hathforfakem 
me^  havti^  loved  theprefent  worlds  verfe  10.  Alexander  the  copperfmitb  did 
me  much  evil:  the  Lord  reward  him  according  to  his  worksj  verfe  14.  Jt  my 
firft  anfwer^  nomanfiood  with  me^  but  all  men  forfook  me^  verfe  i6.     Surely 
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IxB^  wa&  growa  ir^y  ceidv  im^ntf  likftl;^  m>  abousd;.  tuk  «&e  apoAafyi  lfcod» 
the  truth  to  inctrafir. 

An4  amoag^  the  chjurittfi .  of  4^  l^v*  naiijR  o£  tiicm.  ^te  waipif^lr 
Epbefus^  though  (he  had  much  good  remaining  in  her,  yet  fho  ha&faib  ll«0 
&ft  lovi[v^u»#vras;ia2ika  froori  ker  fiiftf  Ante  and.  ^»iiksv  £r9«  it  4,  5. 
Fatptmui  v^(^  iia4  them  idiicbhelpi  the  dnftiiiic  of-  tiia  MckKdrntmu^  ^idi^ 
tshing  Chrift  liaied,  i;£r]/>  15.  ^thfotirM^  flifi  Micowift  ftiffiBiivd  th»  iraman^ 
jKsabel^  ;whidtca)]iedherie]£a.pmphtiB6^  to4ieadliaiidff(isKa(jod!s.iepva|ii6^ 
a;^y^  20.  (Now  this  (he  ought  not  to  have  done,  tkc  cfauvcftes  havtqg  the 
^flrit,  tbehc^atiDintiu  to«ryj%i9a&a»dpFophot3:b]»  ycatotvy.Apottlts; 
ykddk  wiUt^di&tty  diteorar  whtoh  art  tndy:  fiich,  and. which  arflr  not^  as. 
"Ofjk  i.}^^nSs  hadaname  thaQtiefirad,  biit  wa»fipoarally.dcad;  there- 
being  but  a  &w  namea  left  ULSarJis^  which,  had' npfi  ddfiled  their^^  gapmencs, 
£bap.  iii.  i,  4*  Laodicea  was  lukewarm^  neifiier. cold  nor  hot;  in  the  srk 
USSsm^  in  tfao  form  aiKLsfipcaraooDof  truth ;  bu6  without  aeal,  without  afc, 
witbaur  power,  verfe-  15.  Nowbeingin  this  ftac&  (^wringite jfeim^aiid>4{?^ 
peafaoee  oijdi;)  fl»6^  judged  h«rfel£ndi,  and  incr€;afi:di witb goods,  and  to 
ho^  need  d^  nothing,  'Oir{e.  171  This  indead^  is^  a  plba&M  Aatoi  in-  mati^ 
Qye,  bpt  vcty  loathfctne  to  God,  virft  i6.  Xhta  church  ioeqnod  to>  havQ  ^ 
but  indeed  iKtd  loft  ail,  and  wanted  th^  gold,  th&raimait,  andtlieeye*{alve$ 
and'fo  was  wP8t(^)»d;  miferable,  poor,  Mind,  apdnakedy  ii«r.  17^  18. 

In  t^is  declining  fhite  fame  M  fiom  the  doftnne  c^  tiuri^  ^img-  heed  to 
ftdncing  i|>il9td,*  and  do&inesi  of"  devib,  i  Tom  iv.  i.  SMia  ft^m  tha 
&ll6w(hip  andworfti^-,  it  being  the  manner  oiibme  to  fbn&ke  the  afftm*- 
bliifg  themfd^os  togiither^./jf^.  x.  25 ;  which  the  chiiTch»  when  firft  gatherad, 
wasp^  very  diigant  in,  A9s  ii.  42^  46.  Some  held  the  ibnii  of  knonrledga 
andprolbOonb  but  fell  from' the  life  and  power,  2.7m.  iii*  5.  >  Yeamanf 
ways  did  the  wo£5&  fsdre^fj^irih  drive  v^>  iiratter  fh)flii«th9>  flbok,  as  they  could 
gat  entraoce^  into  mena  mnd»i, 

Obaeft.  Bui?  b^w  cmU  tbc  cktrcb  duline  ibu^  is^tbt  J^qfiies  iaj$ ;  Ha  SpM$ 
if^GMbehig  j^fomBrfiil  mtbt  jfyifibs^  ^ni  irit^  (^fa  fo^g^ncr^ify  then  hJUmed 
upon  believers  ?  as  Gal.  iv.  6. 
•  /jSn^«  It  is  true,  they  had  gitat  advania^of  ftanding,  bjr  reafon  of  the 

^refence  and  power  o£  the  SfHrit  with*  themi  But  yet  withai^  the  Spidt  of 
ihe  Lord  is  tender,  jealotui,  and  mig^t  be  grieved  and  prpvefesd  by  neglfeAs 
fkis  wapnings  being  flighted,  and  his  modons  quenched)  andfo  might dtaw 
back  from  fuch,  as  either  received  not  the  truth  in  the  love  of  ie^  or  grew 
oold  smd  oaitlefs^  afterwards;  and  then  the  fpirit  of  darknefe>and  deceit  thereby 
had  advantage-  to  blind  them,  gain  upon^  them,  and  enter  into  that  part  06 
diem,  which  the  Spirit  of  the  L<^d  had  before  recovered  and  pofikfied;  Now> 
die  enemy  having  got  entrance,  prevails  adid  captivates  mora  and  more^  unlefs> 
the  Lordintenderr  Idve  and  mercy  vifit  itagain>  lifting  up  a  ftandtttd^^  the* 
Ibuly  and  lb  drawing  it  back  by  degrees  into-hia  light  and'powar  again. 

Befidcs, 
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Befiifes^  ft  is  eafy  to  dediite  (cafy  Aflr  any  feral,  cafy  fer  any  chtirtli)  4  bqt 
<he#e  is  need  of  much  care,  fear,  faith,  obedience,  watchfalnefs  to  the  Lord, 
a»d  egsftnft  the  enemy,  ftc.  co  ptcfcnrc  and  keep  'die  eftate  of  an  hc«t,  or  the 
'  cAftte  of  a  chureh,  chaAe  and  puit;  Tt  are  kept  hj  the  ptrivir  of  God^  tbraugb 
foHb  unu>  fahafhn.  Can  any  tfaiirg  prcfcrve  a  foul,  or  church,  but  Q:xf  s 
power?  And  doth  God  pitfeive  any  ftrd,  or  church,  but  in  the  way  he  hath 
appointed  ?  A  chtrfth  is  like  d  garden  \  needs  digging,  dreffing,  watering  ancL 
ibn-49i.ine,  fo  cauie  it  to  thrite  afnd  flourilh.  T>o  not  weeds  eaffly  fpring  up  in 
a  garden  ?  yea,  ranker  weeds  than  in  common  tfound  \  which  fpread  apace 
and  oiFer-Tun  itfafter^  if  it  be  not  lookedtoand  kept  by  the  <5ardcner  ?  Read 
the  figure,  and  underftand.  Are  not  feiritual  weeds  as  corrupt  and  fpreading 
as  riie  outward  f  Are  they  not  like  leaven ;  hire  they  not  a  poifonous, 
«fei%ng  nature  in  them  ?  Know  ye  not^  iaith  the  ^poffle,  thai  a  little  leaven 
kaveneib  the  wbcle  lump  ?  i  Con  ^.  *.  If  ftfut  One  root  of  bittefnefi  tjmng 
up  in  a  churdi,  it  may  defile  mar^,  and  trodbte  the  whole,  Heb.  xii.  15. 
ABd  as  one  corrupted  perfan,  !b  -alto  one  edhtipted  churchy  may  infeft  and 
pmfen  many  more.  Yea,  Was  it  *not  thusin  the  apoftafy }  When  it  once  got 
head,  did  k  not  break  in  and  overflow  apace  ? 
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WHEH  antichrKl  (or that  f^irit  whidi  wrought  agaitlft  that  fpiritual 
appearance  of  Chrift,  and  powei'  of  ^his  tantn)  was  reveafcd,  and  got 
intt^die  temj^  appearing  and  bcmg  aAnowledged  therein  God, then  (with- 
out coflftroveriy)  was  the  idedined  ftwe.  file  had  been  a  long  while  working 
vnder-^giound  by  his  ^^gents  and  manifters,  apj)caring.a5.  minifters  of  righte- 
<»ufi)ds,  in  u.  form  t!iereof,  out  6f,  and  agamft  irtie  power -,  but  the  power 
(in  the  true  apoffles  and  minifters)  ^xx»l  in  his  Way,  and  wrought  againfl: 
iwm,  lb  as  he  eould  not  for  a  long  time  get  iip.  iTet  he  pf  evafled  more  and 
Mwein  die  tomipt  part  in  «nen,tffl  at  length  he  drew  many  (of  the  very  ftars 
Irom  lieawm)  irftcr  him  ;  and  then  fightmg  an  open  battle,  gets  rid  of  the 
trot  church,  vomits  out  a  llotd  after  her  {^  if  fte  Were  an  hailot,  and  not 
wortfiy  the  nfamcof  ChrilPs  •fooure)  arrd  fo  getsiato  the  temple^  And  is  owned 
thcre(8sChr}ft)inthe.fteadof<rhrift.   •       ; 

Objoft.  ma  -oftf  inm  (rtufn-MtitM/iy  nxmjbip  antithrijij  and  ^cknozvkdg'e 
nn$iekri)lX^JIwitfK:bii/l)iobe(iodf 

A/fe,  *lead  2  neff'.  tt.  4.  and  fee  if  it  be  not  fo.    See  If  he  do  not  gej 
»to  die  temple,  and  fit  ruling  and  govemmginthe  temple  (that  which  was 
o«ee  fo,  and  oujrfit  fliB  to  be  fo;  till  Ae  very  coihifig  jtod  appearing  ^  ^ 
Clwift  in  hb«pintandferightncfe,  v^.  «.     •  ' 

-tQueft.  But  bow  could  this  pojjibly  ever  be^  or  bow  can  it  be  f 
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.§4     Of  tht  declined  and  f dim  Stm  fftbe  Cbtirek 

^Aiffw.  He  doth  not  diredly  OA  v^  jiprvOicw.  himfelf  diiodiy  «  he  is  9 

but  in  a  myftcry  of  deceit.    HiidKjth  not  apj^ar  as  antichrift  (crying  up  bU 

;  manner  of  filthinefs,  abominatioiH  and  cooiyanf  ty  to  Chrift,  in  dired  words), 

but  as  Chrift,  preaching  righteoufnels,  crying  up  fcriptures,  ordinances^^ 

'  church- miniftrj^,  holinefs,  Csfr,     Yet,  for  aU  thefe  words  suad  fain  pretences, 

he  is  not  the  tfii^' fpirit,  but  the.falie,  the  antichriftian )  .and  thoie  that.re^ 

ceiye  him,  or  bow  to  him  in  any  of  diefe,  they  bow  not  to  Cbrift,  but  to 

him.     He;  hath  a  mark,  he  hatb  a  name,  he  hath  a  worfhip,  he  hath  a 

church,  he  hath  a  miniitfy,  he,  hath  laws  sbd  ordinances  of  worihip ;  which 

whofoever  receives,  worfliipsnbt  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  but  that  fpiric  which 

'un^er  a  difguife  thus  appeareth,  which  hath  horns  as  it  were  of  a  lamb, 

or  like  a  lamb;.but  nQt  the.  Lamb's  horns,  nor. the.  Lamb's  nature,  nor 

.'the  Lamb's  Spirit,  nor  the  Lamb's,  meeknels;  but  the  old  nature  of  the 

dragon,  who  gives  him  both  lubtilty  and  power.  » 

Now  niark :  whejci  Chrift  brought  forth  his'  church^  it  was  a  pure,  holy, 
ipiri'tual  buildings  built  up  of  renewed  foiirits ; .  fuch  as  were  new-born>  £uch 
as  were  wa(hed»  fi^ch  as  were  fap6tified,  iuch  as  were  juftified  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by  the  ^Spirit  of  our  God. .  Chrift's  cjiurch  was  Sipn, 
even  the  holy  feed,  built  upon  the  holy  hill  of  God,  into  an  holy  city  or 
temple.  But  antichrift's  church  is  Babylon,  which  hath  the  wiidom  and 
-order  of  man  in  it,  fuch  ^  man's  eye  judgeth  right,  but  is  foolifhneis  and 
confufion  in  the  eye  of  God«  Now  the  Lord  liath  moft  terrible  plagues  to 
pour  out  upon  this  antichrift,  ^d  upon  his  Babylon ;,  yea,  gpoo  every  one 
that  hath  his  mark  or  name,  or  that  which  amounts  to  his  name,  though 
it  be  not  direftly  fo  called.  Therefore,  oh  I  feat  the  I-ord  God !  and  ye  that 
love  the  peace  of  your  fouls„pray  to  he  delivered  from  that  which  his  wfath 
is  to  \  for  the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  trembling  are  to  be  poured  out  on  anti- 
chrift mward  anii  outward,  and  on  Babylon  inward  and  outward.  Let  him 
that  readeth  underftand  the  tender  warnings^,  which  are  given  forth  in;  the 
tender  nature  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord  \,  for  the  day  of  mercy  fpreads  apace, 
and  the  night  of  anguifli  and  tribulation  haftens. 

The  true  church  of  Chrift  was  gathered  by  his  Spirit  into  his  name  and 
power,  and  was  a  ipiritual  building,  or  building  of  fp'uits  therein ;  wherein 
the  Spirit  of  the  Locd  was  as  prefent  fpiritually, .  as  ever  he  ameared  in 
the  outward  temple  or  ark  outwanily.     And  the  minifters  oi  the  New 
Teftament  were  made  by  the  Spirit,  and  fent  forth  by  the  Spirit,  and  in  the 
power.     Steuben  (though  but  a  deacon)  was  full  of  faitb^  and  of  thf  Half  » 
Ghcfi ;  and  if  any  man  taught  ia  the  church,  he  was  tofp^k  ax  an  Grade  of 
God.    Flefli  is  to  be  filent  there,  and  only  the  Spirit's  voice  ta  be  heard  in 
the  fpiritual  building.    But  now  in  the  apoftafy,  the  miniftera  there  are  as  = 
wells  without  water,  clouds  without  rain,  who  have  only  the  £hew  of  the 
thing  aj^er  the  flefti,  but  not  the  truth  of  the  thing  after  the  Spirit^  and  ' 
£>  being  not  in  the  thing,  nor  in  the  Spin^  they  d^ife  the  donui»k»»  and 
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0/ the  titcMnedtmdfalim  State  of  fh€b  %^ 

^ic«k  c^  of  the  dignifies  which  ore  of  the  Spirit,  and  Ibr  advantage  iake 
ciy  up  the  dominion  and  dignities  which  are  of  the  earth. 

l^  the  apoftks  days  die  minifters  of  the  church  were  not  of  man,  nor  fet 
over  the  flock  by  man  ;  but  made  by  God)  and  fet  over  the  flock  as  over^ 
feers  by  him,  ASs  xx.  28.  For  the  fame  Lord  who  gave  apoftles,  prophets* 
and  evangelifts, .  gave  dib  paftors  and  teadiera^  Epbef.  iv.  11.  And  though 
the  hands  of  the  Prefbytery  were  laid  on  thofe  that  were  made  minifters  \ 
yet  that  was  not  done  fuddenly,  or  lightly,  but  by  the  guidance  of  God's 
Spirit  i  and  there  went  a  gift  and  power  of  the  Spirit  abng  with  it,  ac- 
cording as  Paul  faid  to  Timothy,  Ne^US  not  the  gift  that  is  in  tbeij  wbf£b 
was  given :  tiee  by  prepheg^  with  the  Tofing  on  of  the,  bands  of  tbe  Prejhytery^ 
.1  Tim.  iv.  14*  But  n^w^  in  the  declined  fallen  eftate,  there  is  no  fuch 
thing ;  but  an  empty  form,  a  form  of  wor(hi|>«  a  fbnn  of  godlinefs,  a  form 
of  miniftcy„  a  form  of  dodkrine)  a  form  of  di&ipline ;  without  the  liife,  with- 
out .  the  ^irit,  without  the  power,,  from  which  the  true  form  came,  and 
whereby  alone  it  could  be  pceferved.. 

This  declined  ftate  hath  been  a  very  Gnk  of  iniquity^  wherein  the  Chriftian" 
love  hath  not  only  giown  cold,,  but  hath  been  quite  dead,  and  plucked  up 
by  the  very  roocs)  yea,  wher^nall  that  filthinds  which  was  fprouting  forth 
and  getting  up  in  the  dieclining  ftate  had  reigned  in  power,  defiling  the 
very  m»ne  of  Chriftaiiity,  opprefling  the  good  feed,  and  corrupting  the 
earth.  Read  a  ^ipf.  lit.  a^  (^€.  and  fee^hat  a  generation  of  Chriftian  pro* 
feilbrs  were  to  grow  up  (and  did  grow  up)  in  the  time  of  the  apoftaly. 


IV.  Of  the  State  of  the  Church  in  its  Recovery ;  or  what 
State  the  Church  fhall  be  iii  .after  it  is  recovered  out 
of  the  Apoftafy.. 

THE  ftate  of  the*  church  after  the  apollafy,  is  to  be  like  th?  ftate  it  wa» 
nh  before  the  apoftafy  (for  purity,  power,  brightnefs,  and  glory,  (^c.) ;. 
yea,  ihall  it  not  be-more  glorious,  after  its  comii^  through  all  this  d^k- 
licfe,  and  ftunine  over  it^than  it  was  before  ?  The  New-Jen3alem  is  to  come 
down  from  God  out  o£  heaven ;  the  bride  is  tabe  cloathed  and  adorned  as 
the  Lamb's  wife,,  mmt  for  the  delight  of  her  hufliand.  The  power  and 
Spuk  of  the  Lofd,  which  deanfeth  away  all  this  rubbiih,  will  tndke  his  truth 
Ibiacy  Us  church  ihine^  his  fufterine  lambs  (that  come  out  of  the  great 
tribuladoft)  flune  mote  than  ever  bei^re«  The  Loid  God  Omnipotent  will 
take  hk  great  power  unto  him  to  reign,  and  will  reign  according  to  his 
power  m  the  hearts  of  his  childfen,  and  over  the  earth.  He  wifi  break 
ihik  which  flands  ia  his.  way  with  a  rod  of  iron  ^  and  hcwilL  embrace  and 
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tipAt^^t  ^^\k  ^ow^Mh  to  Md  Uilbih  "tile  fcepier 4if  hk  Sm^  «4io4t  to  «^ 
pear  upon  the  h^y  ')a11  'cf  Sian !  4inA  tk^  Law  is  w  ^  fimh  cm,  df  Sion, 
imd  ^e  VJmA  of  the  Lord  <kffR  fet\M(tm ;  the  po^er  whereof  finsdl  break 
"dotmn  ^e  f»Q^ffer  of  ififquky,  and  bring  tip  die  liafmfig  leed  mto  thed«mi«> 
flkafn  and  ^m-y^f^Jft. 

In  tMs  reftoi^d  *^ai3&  antidiriA:  ftati  be  i^oi^npped  no  mom^  nor  the 
faeai):,  nor  the  <Sragoti,  ^^^ho  gave  his  power  to  the  beaft  \  bm.  «he  t^sA 
Ood41i»31  be  ^<ett^p^  and  magnffied  over  aS,  3t  (kail  be  fiiki  n<»  more; 
f9^  ^an  mah  wi^  ^^  tit  Se^  f  ^i^  4hi  Lamh  i?Mti  (roerMne  Um ;  But, 
tf9^  is  like  tp  thee^  O  XiW,  O  ^g  -if  faints,  wbd  ba/i  tiskin  4o  tb^  ttf  gr^ai 
pcweTj  andhdfi  feigned^  md  4ojt  ftign \  ^bohnjt  brmtgln dm^n this  hfty  ^, 
iMitrUM  umAerthe  fsA  (ff^ht  pm-^  ofd  mide  tbi  f^s*^  tbe  ne^  to  paft 
is^er  a ;  'mh^  bqfi  maie  4t  nn  heitp  (ths  tity  fmasi  Jy  M  r^^  «mfg^)  ^t^^Um^ 
t$fkif<Mer  ^f^mdn)  it  ntimm  •bafj  ^  fiate  n^  m&rn  jffr  tty  dmr  Mldren  U 
ie^a^^99di9$  tmd  -^ppriJUkAi  iim4m4^hit4Mm'^i^ag$Hs^  4md  a  cage^f  every 
unclean  and  noifome  bird  far  ever  ? — fTbojki^ll  n^fear  4beej  O  Lffrd^  and  gh^ 
>93r  'Oy  mikif  Fir  tho»  mly  ^t  h$ly\for  M ikitiem fiM tmne ^md marftnp 
t^are  4kee^  Jw  4by  judgmffO^  ^e  mde  maniftfij  l^tr^  itt.  4.  Thou  hA 
judged  down  Sfthyhtki  whadi  wfis  exalted ;  thoa  haftjifeicd  Sion^  ^kh  tef 
in  the  <duft  for  maftjr  ages  mA  gemiwieni^  and  haft  failed  tip  thiM  heljr 
bsUdiiigi^f),  and  vrilt  ^itetQchy  thBdren  to  be  dkMlkmd^  tind  t&  imUc  be- 
fbit  ehee  in  pure  iprfiite  liMn  (irfiich  is  ^  right^M  nature  ahd  Spif4t  of 
thy  Son)  fer.evenntt'e^  «nd  the  dMrkM&^lbd}  nei^ ^itOrtie  orer  fheiii  agrnn, 
but  the  beaft,  dragon^  and  faiie  prophet  (hall  be  caft  into,  and  bound 
down  in  the  iake^  and  the  ipdngs  df.  life  ihaU  o^pen^  and  whofbever  will 
may  come  freely,  and  drink  of  the  water  of  life.  And  the  people  in  hea* 
vea  (hall  fay,  HaUelujab  I  falvationy  and  glory ^  and  hmmr^  and  fomer  unt$ 
He  Lerd4ur  God, 

And  the  vaice  of  fepeht  imikitudes,  and  the  voffie  ef  fnaav  waters^  and 
the  voice  of  mighty  thunders,  ikall  fay  tidllebdab!  ^nd  (hall  oe  g^ad,  and 
rejoice,  and  (hall  give  honour  to  the  Lord,  for  the  bride^^  marri^  trith 
the  Lamb,  and  for  her  rich  adorning  for  her  bridegroom.  Yea,  the  earth 
ftdlfgiaiQe,  ^d  the  muMtiid^  ^af  the  ttu  he  j^.  Whf  ib>  Betattfe 
the  ImA  tt^j^  wto  H  tender  Hswn^^  earthy  Mtdihstts  the  ^ppredlhg 
not  eitiyof  his  iMd,  ban:  aXb  of  his  i»tdxm»z  fcrhe^will  ndjgn  and  judgtt 
in  righweoufnefs,  and  tmdarWs,  and  tniidi  mtfcy,  to  all  limt «  «f  hini ; 
Md  none  <b^  feel  Ms  judgment  «Ad  fewrky  bm  ilM  ^Mdi  h  Mnferaty  td 
him,  a*id  joineth  to  his  enemy.  Fto  the  Dord'wM  make  war  wirti' that 
ipkit,  Jirhith  is  •ootfitmy  to  bis  Hie  and  nsitute,  ^  e^er  and  e^r.  iAad  tge 
that  joineth  to  that  fpkit,  ihaU  find  woe,  mifeiy,  and  -ttibufaitkm  (triMhH 
tion  and4Hignlfe  ftflU  )ig|ht  \xpM  eviffy  foulthatcoMiiittes  (n«heeVlMm^^ 
bot  he  that  ootnes  tromundeir  tbttJpitk  brthelfibdkigsof  God*sSpirft, 
bdwing  to  and  kifiing  the  Son,  (haH  trite  <*  theFMier^  Xavt^  ^CBm^ 
antf  psmake  of  ^e  ttavcy,  pMce,  and  iMondliadoii'wlueh  hi  traifered'Aip 
ift4iiin.    Amen.  The 


£  «7  ■} 


THE. 

Way  of  Salvation  in  the  Covenant  of  LIFE 

O  P  EN  £  D: 

fome  Stmnblmg^bfocks  removed  out  of  the  Wi 

a£  d^e  Simpl«*hearted 


THERE  V€  maiiy  ^whom  tbe LotdhatK  laiftd  upi  in  this  daf  of 
tbe  aaaftifrftatifWTO  his  power,  and  of  his  everlaiung  love,  to  bear 
Y^tnefs  to  his  truth ;  .among,  whom  I  alio  (who  was  an  outcaft,  and  mi- 
l^rable  beyond  en^re^on)  have  obtained  mercy  to  partake  of  the  virtue, 
life^  aqd  power  of  hia  pfacious  troth  (which  ledeema  from  the  bondage  of 
lin-  and  iniqf^ty) ;  a^d  am  alio  many  Unas  moved  by  the  Lord  to  teiikify 
of  that  which  be  hath  made  knowvi  uitto  me,  aod)  0van  me  tOf  eB^)erienc6.  ' 
«  This  brief  ipuabi^raagia  me  by  way  of  preface.    No«»  to  tha  thing  itfeU; 

Tha  Father,  '»  whom  is  ibo  whole  vidua  and  power  of  sedempcion,*  fenc 
his  Son  to  gather  the  fcattered  .and  loft  Iheep  of  the  houfe  of  Jurael ;,  afid 
^9t owiif,  lb|  bufi hagaw  Um aMb^£)r. z light  t0*the Gentilts,  that>he  might 
he  hisfalvatioa  to  the  «i|ds  q£.  the  earth ;,  and  fending  ham,,  he  fent  W  Spirit 
^nd  ppwor  with  him*:  fyi  that  which  is  bqp>tten  by  the  Father  is  nofi  able  to 
4o  the  wi9rk»  vatitA  aoninted  itoA  ^iftediby  the  Father :  therefore  the  Fa^ 
ther>  who  fent  him  to*  preach  the  golpd^  aflieii^ted  himt  and  filled  him  with 
his  ^irii,  that  he  might  preach  the  gpfpel  according  to  that  fcripture, 
Ifai  Ui*  I,  a>  ^  Tia  Sfiris  cfikf  LprdfGadu  yp^mm^hcaHffthe  L^diaih, 
4fmHi^  m  ta preach ^0d  tiUngi  to  tbi  medty  be  baibjjmtnmte^iindup  the 
hrokm-k0ari0dy  to  freelmm Uherty  to  tbeoffitwes^  md  tboefm%  tJke  pt^to 
^Hm  tkat^ om  iotmlh  toppoilaim  Jk$  iU£^ail$ yfor  ef  mtr  Jjnrd^  ani^toiom^ 
foN  ail  tba^  momih  iK, 

Queft,  But  bam  oamotboft  moihi  tkofe  brohmhimrt$d^,th$fi  eafttvas^  tk^ 
boimlm  prifim^  tbe/einmmmers^  tp  meet  mtb  the  redemptiom  and  hi^ffi^gs  wbicH 
if  is  amnttd  to,  praoeb  to  U>em^  Or  wHek  wiif  do*  tbof  come,  ttk  resiive^aoii 
partaia  of:  tiemfrom^bm^ 

Anfm.  U  fiuthi  This  all  hia  outward  healiogs^did^figiHfy,  being  thus 
diipenfed  (ff  tbou^  wilt  believf,  tboutjbalt  fee  the  gfory  of  God.  Tbyfaitk 
hath- mado  tkeo,  vMea  O  womam !  great  is  tfyfaititl  he  it  mto  thee  auordii^ 
^fhyMtb),*  And:  thus:  idl  his>  inwaed  healmgf  ans  beftowed.  upoo,  ^nd  re- 
vma.  biTf  the  ibul^.  ta  wit,,  in  the  faith. 

Queft.  But  bow  came  thy  to  have  faith ?.  Or  booo  corned  atf^mM^  t$  have 
jSoiohif^i  tktf  re^^tm^pmerf 

jif^*  It  h.  boftowed  upon  them  by  God^  in  the  ihnie  wjiieh  is  from 

hkcL    His  Woid  gMh^ffyurcbif^  hiiiisq»tb  &.  ditft  'MAwkoafy  of  iiim  in 

the 


go  The  Way  of  Salvation  in  the 

fins  ?  Let  usfearcb  and  try  our  ways^  and  turn  again  to  the  LorA  And  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  never  failed  to  do  what  was  his  part>  towards:  the  turn- 
ing them  from  iniquity^  towards  the  I^Drd,.  in  that  covenant.. 

And  when  they  did  believe,  confent^  and  obey,  and  did  eat  the  good  of 
the  land,  was  it  not  pleaiant  and  delightful  to  him  ?  And  when  they  pro- 
voked him  to  jealouly,  and  drew  down  judgmenta  upon  their  heads,  was  it 
not  irkfome  and  painfal  to  him  [ReadJD^i*/.  v.  29.  Ifa.  v.  Ezek.  xsl.  Jer. 
xUv.  4.  and  chap.  xxxL  20«  I  fa.  Ixiii.  7.'tover«  15.]  And  will  God  fail  to 
^o  his  part  towards  any  man  tor  the  falvation  of  his  foul,  which  is  fo  precious, 
of  fo  great  concern,  and  the  lofe  whereof  he  knoweth  to  be  fo  invaluable  ?  No, 
00 ;  the  Spirit  of  God  fufFers,  in  every  man  upon  the  face  of  tl^  earth,,  that 
fins  againlt  him ;  and  is  grieved  and  wounded  by  their  unjuft  and  unrighteous 
converfations,  fix>m  day  to  day,  againdthe  teftimony  of  fomewhat  of  him  in 
them,  which  is  contrary  thereto..  Now  this  is  of  a  precious  nature*,  and  be- 
ing fo  deipifed  and  rejc^ed  by  men^  can  it  be  wondered  that  God  doth  not 
proceed  to  make  it  more  manifeft,  and  to  work  more  in  men  by  it  ?  Nay,.may 
it  nQt  rather  be  wondered  that  God  doth  continue  to- manifeft  it  fo.  much  I 
What  man  could  endure  to  behold  a  thing  ib  precious  in  his.  eyes  (as  this 
IS  in  God^s)  fo  continuaUy  abufed  by,  and  to  fufFer  ib  much  from,  that 
which  is  fo  far  beneath  it,  as  God  daily  doth  ?  Therefore,  if  there  come  a 
day  of  reckoning  for  this,  with  all  men  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  (for  who 
hatli  not  had  a  talent  from  Godj  even  of  the  pure  eternal  light  in  him^  wit- 
nefling  in  his  heart  and  confcience  againft  the  darknefs  ?)  there  will  be  no 
caufe  of  wondering  at  it.  And  is  not  this  Light  and  Spirit  (which  (hines  in 
all  mens  darknefs  in  fome  meafure,  ftirring  and  witneffing  againft  it,  and 
endeavouring  to  perfuade  and  draw  the  mind  from  it)  the  very  fame,  in 
nature  and  kind,  with  the  Light  and  Spirit  of  the  Father,  which  appeared 
*  in  that  perfon  of  Chrift  I  And,  if  hearkened  unto  and  followed,  would  it 
not  bring  into  union  and  fellowfhip  with  him,  and  into  a  partaking  of  the 
benefit  of  all  he  did  in  that  body  ?  Yea,,  would  not  the  Spirit  reveal  what- 
ever is  neceflaiy  to  be  known,  to  that  foul  which  receives  and  follows  it } 
Oh !  what  hatn  God  done  (in  his  rich  and  tender  mercy  towards  all)  for 
mankind  1  And  how  clear  will  he  be»  when  he  opens  and  manifefts  the 
righteoufnefs  of  his  judgment !  He  wQl  not  clear  himfelf  after  this  manner  ^ 
that  he  hath  difpofed  of  them  to  deftruAion,  according  to  the  power  and 
prerogative  of  his  will  \  but  that  they,  have  run  headlong  into  deftruflion^ 
againft  the  light  and  leadings  of  his  will  and  power  ^  to  which  it  is  natural 
to  feve,  but  not  to  deftroy.  That  is  the  aA  which,  is  proper  to  another 
nature  and  fpirit,  but  ftrange  to  his. 

Objed.  But  could  not  Goafaive  any  if  he  would?  Who  canrefift  bis  mil  or  his^ 
power  ?  Who  canfiop  or  refifi  him  in  the  work  of  redemption^  or  deftruHion.P 

AtJ^.  God  can  fo  put  forth  his  will  and  power,  as  none  can  refift.  Yea^ 
the  will  and  power  of  God  (which  ofiereth  to  fave,  andftandeth  ready  tofave) 
will  bring  deftru6tion  upon  all  that  &  dally  with  it,  ^tQ  negka  and  let  pafs 
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the  dsy  of  thdr  vifitation:  and  thus  none  can  reiift  his  \7ill,  or  hir  power. 
But  in  the  way  wherein  he  appeareth,  and  hath  chden  to  work  out  Life  and 
Salvation,  Satan,  and  man's  corrupt  heart  and  mind,  may  and  do  often  refift 
the  will  and  power  of  the  Lord.  Now  that  which  refifteth,  is  not  of  God» 
but  againft  him ;  yet  it  is  the  patience  of  the  Lord,  to  fufier  it.  I  find  drawings 
in  my  heart  from  God,  or  I  durft  not  open  thefe  things.  For  I  dare  not  hold 
out  to  men  what  the  Lord  hath  given  me  to  know  and  experience,  but  only 
what  hegiveth  and  chufeth  for  me  to  hold  out :  and  that  will  be  life  to  them 
that  receive  it.  But  if  I  (hould  hold  out  any  thing  of  myielf,  that  would  not 
reach  to  life,  but  only  feed  the  wrong  part  in  men ;  and  fo  help  to  build  up 
that,  which  God  will  again  throw  down,  before  he  faves  that  foul  which  is 
built  up  with  the  knowledge  of  things  after  this  manner. 

There  is  ibmewhat  Iprings  up  in  my  heart,  which  may  perhaps  open  this 
thing  further  to  the  mmds  of  fome. 

Cain  was  the  firit  wicked  man  that  we  read  of;  and  how  tender  was  God  to« 
wards  him !  even  him  that  facrificed  not  after  the  Spirit,  but  after  the  flelh,  and 
flew  his  Brother  Abel  ?  Now  can  any  man  lay  GuVs  wickednefs  eidier  upoa 
the  Will,  or  upon  the  Decree  and  Counfel  of  God  ?  Might  he  not  have  done 
well  ?  Might  he  not  have  iacrificed  to  God  in  the  Faith,  as  well  as  his- 
brother  AMi  And  if  he  had  done  well,  and  ofiered  in  the  faith,  had  he  not 
found  forgivcneis  and  acceptance  with  the  Lord  ?  God  accepted!  no  man's 
perlbn  *,  God  rejefteth  no  man's  perfon ;  but  there  is  a  feed  he  hath  chofen  ^ 
and  to  gather  man  into  this  feed,  is  his  delight  and  work  •,  as  it  is  the  delight^ 
nature,  and  work  of  another  fpirit  to  fcatter  f]x>m  this  feed. 

Now  in  this  feed  he  doth  accept,  and  not  out  of  it.  Yea,  in  this  feed  (hall 
all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  blefled,  as  they  are  gathered  into,  and  abide 
in  it..  And  this  feed  is  a  word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart,  both  of  Jew  and 
Gentile 'y  which,  as  it  is  hearkened  to,  writes  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  the 
heart,  either  ofjew  or  Gentile.  And  as  they  become  fons,  fo  the  Spirit  of  the 
Father  is  poured  out  upon  them ;  even  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  which  crieth 
Atbay  Fatter^  either  in  Jexv  or  Gentile.  And  this  is  the  gofpel  of  the  king- 
dom, which  is  preached  more  fparingly,  or  abundantly,  by  the  mouth  of 
the  feed,  as  the  Lord  pleafeth. 

•  For  God*s  power,  wifdom,  mercy,  love,  goodnels,  patience,  long-fuffer- 
ing,  (^c.  is  his  own ;  and  he  may  fow  of  it,  or  exercife  it,  more  fparmgly  or 
abundandy,  as  he  pleafeth.  Yea,  he  doth  exercife  it  more  abundandy  to^ 
wards  the  veflels  of  mercy ;  fo  that  the  caufe  of  their  falvation  doth  not  fo 
much  arife  from  their  embracing  of  mercy,  as  from  God's  exercifing  of  it. 
He  vifiteth  nations  as  he  pleafeth,  and  perfons  in  nations  as  he  pleafeth; 
and  who  may  fay  unto  him,  tFbat  doft  tbau?  Why  art  tlxmfo  good  and  kind 
here ?  Or,  Why  art  thmfojharp  andfevere  there?  But  ftill  in  the  way,  and 
according  to  the  path,  of  the  covenant,  doth  the  Lord  walk,  in  and  towards 
all :  and  his  mercy  enduteth  for  ever  towards  the  feed  of  the  righteous,  anu 
his  juftice  and  indignation  for  ever  towards  the  feed  of  the  evU^oer :  and 

N  2  man 


92  T^e  Way  ofSMvcaien  in  th 

maa  (iimply  cqlifidetied)  n  not  either  of  tfatfe ;  bint  as  he  is  gathered  into, 
and  brought  £aith  in^  the  rMt  ami  fpim  of  <ather  of  thefe.  Now  ever7 
man  hath  a  daf  for  the  Vfe  ef  his  £biil^  luid  power  and  tnercy  is  near  him, 
to  help  him  co  ttairel  from  death  to  life.  Happy  is  he,  wlu>  is  taught  of 
God  to  make  ufe  of  it. 

And  let  not  men  puzzle  thomfekes  about  the  mf^erjr  of  EJe8ion  and  Re- 
fr^tdtiott ;  which  caiiaoft  be  wdferftood  by  fuch  as  arc  oiat  of  the  thing^wherein 
it  is  made  manifeft.  Only  thua»  at  ^rcsfent :  Pharmb  and  IJrofly  Efau  and 
J^aeoi^  Jfimmd  and  IfMC^  &C.  were  |iatahleS|  fignifying  fomewhat  inwaid. 
What  was  Pbaraobf  Was  he  not  the  oppreffor  of  God*s  Ifradf  What  was 
Efau  f  Was  he  nctf  the  firft  boitth,  which  fcdd  the  birth-right  and  inherit* 
ance  \  What  was  Iftmadf  Was  he  not  the  birth  after  the  fldh  ?  Thefe 
are  rgeAed,  and  caft  off  by  God  for  ever ;  and  the  fpiritual  Ijrad^  the  fpi- 
ritual  Jacobs  the  fpiritual  Ifaacy  are  accepted. 

Shall  I  ^Ncak  out  this  ithtng  yet  more  plain  ?  Why  thus.then :  It  is  not 
the  oftature  which  is  rge^ted  by  its  Maker ;  but  fomevriiat  in  the  creature^, 
and  the  creature  in  that*  Nor  is  it  the  crea&ure  (fimply)  which  is  elected  \ 
but  fomewhat  m  the  creatuie,  and  the  creature  in  that.  And  as  any  maa 
comes  into  that,  the  EJe£tion  is  begun  ia  him :  and  as  any  man  abides  in 
that,  he  abides  in  the  JSleftion :  and  aa  that  is  made  fure  to  any  man,  his 
CaUing  and  Ekfiion  is  made  fure  to  him.  But  as  any  maa  dqparts  firom 
l^at,  he  departs  from  the  Eleftion  into  the  Reprobation :  and  going  on  in 
that  into  the  full  impenitency  and^  hardnefs,  he  will  for  ever  mofs  of  tbs 
EleAion,  and  the  Reprobation,  and  Sealing  up  to  G>ndemnation,.  wiU  be 
made  fure  to  him.  lor  God  is  no  refpefter  of  perfons  \  but  every^where,^ 
he  that  receiveth  his  hdy  feed,  and  therein  worketh  righteoulneis,  is  ac- 
cepted of  him.  And  he  that.receiveth  the  wicked  feed,  ami  therein  workr 
eth  wickednefe  and  unrightecnifnefs,  is  with  it  rge£ked« 

Ot^ed.  But  (may  the  boneft  heart  fay)  this  nutf  be  truths  for  m^ht  Ikmm^ 
but  indeed  I  did  not  apprehend  things  to  befo;:  for  I  tboi^bt  man  and  bis  works 
bad  been  wbolfy  excluded  by  the  covenant  of  grace ;  but  this  feems  to  take  both 
him  and  them  in  upon  a  cot^deration^ 

Anfw.  Man  is  wholly  excluded  the  covenant  of  grace,  as  in  himfdf ;  aa 
he  ftands  in  himfelf,  and  in  his  own  ability,  out  of  the  newnc&  of  life  and 
ability  which  is  of  the  new  covenant.  But  he  is  not  excluded  as  he  is  re- 
newed, and  received!  a  new  being,  life,  virtue,  and  ability,  in  the  new 
covenant.  But  here  much  is  requirol  of  him ;  and  whatever  he  thus  doth^ 
is  owned,  acknowledged,  and  accepted  by  God.  Here  the  true  Jew  hath 
praife  ^  God.  He  is  commended  for  his  faith,  and  for  his  obedience  va 
the  faith :  For  hb  loving  the  Lord  his  God  with  all  his  heart,  and  his  neigh- 
bour as  himfelf:  Voc  his  walhing  his  garments  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,, 
and  keeping  them  clean  ia  the  fame  blood,  while  others  defile  theirs :  For 
his  merciful  nature  and  a£tions  to  Chrift  in  his  member^  while  others  are 
rou^  svnd  cruel :  For  his  watching  againft  foares  and  tenqitatbns,  while 
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otKers  are  running  into  them :  For  his  crucifying  that  in  hiotfelf^  which 
others  feed  in  themfelves :  Yea>  for  his  denying  and  turning  fixim  all  un- 
godtinefs  and  worldly  lufts^  even  of  the  flelh,  eyes,  and  pride  of  life ;  all 
which  are  not  of  the  Father  (whom  he  is  bcMm  of,  and  feeks  after)  but  of 
the  fpirit  of  the  world,  which  the  earthly-minded  man  is  born  of,  and  feeks 
to  [dea(e«  So  that  (mark)  though  man  is  eacduded  in  his  corrupt  nature 
and  ftate,  yet  not  the  new  man,  not  man  in  the  regeneration.  But  man 
muft  be  regenerated ;  and  thus  man  muft  enter  into  the  covenant  of  life  \ 
and  thus  man  muft  abide  and  be  found  in  the  covenant  of  life,  in  the  na- 
ture, in  the  righteoufiiefs,  in  the  holinefi,  m  the  power  tteceof,  if  ever  God 
own  him. 

Objeft.  But  this  [terns  to  hf  difference  <m  nwits-  oEt^  and  nat  wbdfy  w  the 
grace  ef  God.  For  the  grace^  in  itfelf^  is  eptalfy  powerful  towards  aU\  hutit  is 
my  receiving  of  itj  which' maketb  it  effeSual  unto  me ;  which  others  not  receivii^^ 
it  is  not  fo  ta  them. 

Anfw.  The  grace,  initielf,  is  of  its  own  nature  eveiy'-where.  This  is  true. 
And  that  it<hath  power  in  it  every- where,  and  that  this  power  is  over  and  above 
fin ;  this  is  true  alfb. .  But  yet  there  is  a  greater  or  lefler  proportion  of  it  given, 
according  to  the  pleafure  and  good-will  of  the  giver :  and  according  to  the 
meafure  of  it  (which  is  freely  given)  and  the  ibul's  growth  therein,  ^  is  the 
power  of  it  manifefted  in  the  heart. 

Now  the  difference  in  ev^  man  is  by  the  grace. .  Notof  hitxifelf:  for  he 
can  do  nothing  that  is  good,  as  of  himfelf :  but  only  by  the  giace ;  whioh  is 
alone  able  to  work  that  which  is  good  in  him, .  and  to  caufe  him  to  work  in 
it.  Yet  thus  it  is :  as  die  grace  reacheth  to  him,  draweth  him,  quickening 
and  cauiing  him,  in  the  virtue,  life,  and  obedience  of  the  grace,  to  anfwer 
the  grace ;  {o  doth  the  work  thereof  go  on  in:  him.  And  there  is  matter  of 
eondcmnation  to  him^  who  doth  not  anfwer  the  grace  \  and  there  is  matter 
of  juftification  and  praife  to  him;  Who  doth  anfwer  the  grace.  Yet  this 
whole  ability  arifing  not  from  himfelf  butfroni  the  grace ;  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  what  is  effeded  thereby,  doth  of  right  an4  due  bekic^  to  the  grace. 
And  therefore  they  who  are  juftified,  ian6iufied»-  and  crowned  by  the  grace, 
do  of  right  and  due  caft  their  crowns  at  the  feet  c^the  Lamb,  at  the  throne 
of  .grace ;  giving  honour  and  glory  to  him  who  is  worthy^  zxA  to  his  grace 
which  hath  wrought  all  in  them. 

Now  if  any  man  woukl  know  thb  thing  groundedly  and  certainly,  let  him 
not  run  into  difputes  of  the  mind  and  brain,  but  come  to  heart-eicperieBce. 
Haft  thou  ever  found  the  work  of  God's  grace  in  thy  heart?  Haft  thou 
&und  thy  heart,  at  any  time,  bdieve  and  obey,  in  and  thro*  the  ftrength 
of  the  grace  ?  Haft  thou  found  thy  heart  at  another  time  negligent  of,  or 
rebellious  againft;,  the  grace  ?  When  thou  wert  rebellious,  wcrt  not  thoo 
condemned,  and  that  juftly  too?  When  thou  dkift  believe  and  obey,  to. 
whom  did  the  honour  thereof  bebng  ?  to  thee,  or  to  die  grace  ?  Canft  thou 
anfwer  this  ?   Why,,  as  itas  in  tbyfclf, .,  betweca  thee  when  obeying  and  dif- 
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obeying ;  the  fame  is  the  ftate  of  the  cafe  between  godly  and  wicked  men. 
There  was  a  difference  between  thee  when  thou  obeyedfl  the  grace,  and 
when  thou  difobeyedft  it :  fo  is  there  between  the  unreaenerate  and  regene* 
rate.  When  thou  obeyedft  not,  that  which  called  for  m)edience  condemned 
thee;  (b  it  doth  them.  When  thou  obeyedft,  thou  dift  feafibly  feel  the 
praife^was  not  thine,  but  belonged  to  the  grace  which  wrought  in  thee ;  (b 
IS  it  alio  in  the  re^nerate,  in  whom  the  Lord  works  by  his  grace,  and 
who.  work  out  their  falvation  through  him,  and  make  their  calling  and 
eledbion  fure  in  him.  Leave  brain-knowledge,  and  come  to  true  fenfe 
(where  the  myfteries  of  God  are-  made  manifeft)  and  this  will  foon  be  eafy 
and  clear  to  thee:  But  thefe  things  were  never  intended  by  God  td  be 
found  out  by  man's  diiputing  wiidom :  for  God  (who  giveth  the  knowledge) 
hideth  them  from  that  part,  and  giveth  them  to  the  innocent  fimple  birth 
of  his  own  Spirit. 

Objed.  But  when  the  Father  drawethj  can  any  man  refiji  or  bold  offf  Both 
not  the  power  of:  the  hhord  make  any  man  willing j  whom  be  exercifeth  bis  power 
towards?  And  is  it  not  thereupon  faidy  **  Thy  people  JbaU  be  willing  in  the  day 
!^*  of  thy  power  ?^ 

Anfw.  The  power  of  the  Lord  is  great,  and  hath  dominion  over  all  evil 
finrits  that  can  tempt,  and  overall  the  corruptions,  backflidings,  and  with- 
drawings  of  the  heart.  But  the  Father  doth  not  fave  man  by  fuch  an  ab- 
folute  zSi  of  his  power  (for  then  there,  w^uld  need  no  more  to  be  done,  but 
an  immediate  tranflating  of  a  man  from  death  to  life ;  which  if  the  Lord 
pleafe  to  do,  nothing  could  cocne  between  to  hinder) ;  but  the  power  of 
the  Lord  works  in  and  according  to  the  way  that  he  hath  appointed.  And 
in  this  way  the  Devil  hath  liberty  and  power  to  tempt  from,  oppofe  and 
refift  the  work  of  God ;  and  they  that  hearken  to  him,  and  enter  into  the 
temptation  and  fnare  which  he  lays,  let  his  power  in  upon  them,  and  with- 
draw from  the  virtue,  operation,  and  ftrength  of  the  power  of  God.  Yet 
for  all  this,  the  Lord  not  only  begins  his  work,  but.  alfo  carries  it  on  in  the 
day  of  his  power ;  giving  not  only  to  will,  but  alfo  to  do  what  is  right  and 
pleafing  in  his  eyes :  but  ftill  in  and  according  to  his  own  way  and  cove- 
nant. 

Objedl.  Andfo  whereas  fome  men  fay^  If  God  put  forth  his  power  to  fave^ 
and  the  Devil  interrupt  and  Jiop  his  work%  then  it  feems  that  the  Devil  is 
ftronger  than  God.  Is  the  Devilftronger  than  God^  fay  they  f  If  he  be  notj  how 
can  he  rejifi  and  withjiand  him  in  the  work  of  his  power  f 

Anfw.  Nay ;  the  Devil  is  .not  ftronger  than  God ;  though  he  is  very  ftrong. 
But  if  the  heart  let  in  the  enemy,  grieve  the  Spirit,  beat  back  his  power  in 
the  way  wherein  it  hath  appointed  to  work,  the  Devil  may  be  more  preva- 
lent with  him  than  the  power  of  God.  But  in  thofe  that  believe,  and  be- 
come obedient  and  fubjed  to  the  power  of  God,  his  power  is  far  ftronger 
in  them  to  ddend  and  carry  on  his  work,  than  the  power  of  the  Devil  is 
to  work  ag^nft  and  binder  it. 
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There  are  objeftions  alfo  relating  to  Free-will,  and  Falling  from  Grace; 
which  ftick  much  in  the  fpirits  of  many,  and  they  cannot  get  over  them  ; 
but  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  clear  up  thefe  thinjgs  to  us,  and  to  fatisfy 
our  hearts  concerning  them,  fo  that  with  us  there  is  no  difficulty  nor  doubt 
about  them. 

As  touching  Free-will:  We  know,  from  God,  that  man  in  his  fallen 
eftate  is  ipiritually  dead,  and  hath  no  free-will  to  good  -,  but  h'ls  under- 
landing  and  will  are  both  darkened  and  captivated  by  the  enemy.  But  in 
Chrift  there  is  freedom,  and  in  his  word  there  is  power  and  life :  and  that 
reaching  to  the  heart,  loofeneth  the  bands  of  the  enemy,  and  begetteth  not 
only  a  freedom  of  mind  towards  good,  but  an  inclination,  defires,  and 
breathings  after  it.  Thus  the  Father  draws ;  and  thus  the  Ibul  (feeling  the 
drawing)  anfwers  in  fome  meafure :  and  the  foul,  thus  coming,  is  welcomed 
by  Chrift,  and  accepted  of  the  Father.  But  for,  all  this,  the  enemy  will 
tempt  this  foul ;  and  the  foul  may  hearken  to,  let  in,  and  enter  into  the 
temptation,  and  fo  draw  back  frain  the  plough  to  which  it  put  its  hand. 
Now  if  any  man  draw  back^  ny  foul  fhall  bave  no  pleajure  in  bimj  faith  the 
Lord.  And  be  that  pututb  bis  band  to  tbeplougb^  and  looketb  back^  is  not  fit 
far  tbe  kingdom  of  beav&n^ 

So  concerning  Falling  away ;  The  Lord  (hews  us  what  it  is  that  is  apt  to 
fall,  and  what  cannot  £ul.  Chrift^  cannot  fall ;  and  that  which  is  gathered 
into. him,  ftands  and  abides  in  him  (and  fb  partakes  of  his  prefervation)  can-^ 
not  fell.  T/here  is  no  breaking  in  upon  that  power,-  which  preferves  in  the 
way  that  it  hath  appointed :  but  there  is  »  running  and  periflxing  out  of  the 
way;  Out  of  the  limits  of  the  covenant^  the  prefervation  and  power  of  the 
covenant  is  not  witnefled.  But  in  coming  to  Chrift  in  the  drawings  of  the 
Father,  in  the  fenfe  and  faith  which  he  begets,  and  abiding  with  him  that 
drew,  in  the  fenfe  and  faith  which  he  daily  and  fre(hly  begets  anew  (for 
be  reneweth  covenant  and  mercy  daily,  and  keepedi  covenant  and  mercy  for 
ever)  in  this  is  the  power  felt^  the  prefervation  felt ;  in  this  the  Father's  hand 
encompafieth  the  feul, .  which  none  can  pluck  it  out  of.  Now  he  that  feek 
and  experiences  thefe  things  every  day,  that  lees  and  feels  daily  how  he 
can  fall,  and  how  he  cannot  fall ;  how  he  meets  with  the  prefervation,-  and 
how  he  miffesofthe  prefervation;  how  he  abides  in  the  pure  power  (which 
is  the  limits  of  this  holy  covenant)  and  how  he  wanders  out  of  this  powers 
into  the  limits  of  another  covenant,  ipirit,  and  power;  he  knows  thefe 
dungs,  how  they  are  indeed;  whereas  other  men  (who  are  not  eacercifed^ 
in  the  thing)  do  but  guefs  at  them;  ibiving  to  comprehend  them  in  that 
gart  which  God  hath  Ihut  out  of  them. 

Now  mind  a  Parable^  with  whkh  I  (baS  condode  this : 

ThoVthe  natund  and  outwardly-vifible  S:un  be  rifen  ever  fo  high  upon  the 
•asth,  yet  he  that  Js  natundly  blind  cannot  fee  it,  nor  partake  of  the  light, 

therMf,:> 
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thereof.  Sd  alfo^  though  die  fpiritual  Sun,  the  Sun  of  riahfieoufiieis,  the 
Sun  of  the  inward  world,  be  rifen  ever  fo  high,  and  appear  brightly  in  ever 
io  many  cknids ;  yet  they  thai:  are  fpiritually  blind  cannot  difcern  it^  nor  reap 
the  benefits  of  its  light,  nor  partake  of  the  healing  which  is  under  his 
wings. 


.    .    •  ^        IT— -^ 


*i 


Some      (QUERIES 

CONCERNING    THE 

NEW    COVENANT. 

^uery  u  X]|  JHA*^  ^  ^^  covenant  of  hell  and  death,  which  muft  of  ne- 
yy  cellity  be  broken,  before  a  foul  can  be  g^athered  into  the 
covenant  of  lite  ? 

Sijfery  2.  What  is  the  covenant  of  life  and  peace,  into  which  God  gathers 
the  foul  ? 

§uery  3.  How  doth  God  gather  ?  By  ameer  aft  of  power,  which  nonecan 
refift  i  or  in  a  way  wherein  his  jpower  (though  much  refilled)  ihall  prevail  for 
the  ialvation  of  thofe,  who  are  raithful  in  the  covenant  ^  who  come  to  Chrift, 
abkle  in  Chrift,  refift  and  fight  (in  Chrift)  againfi:  all  that  is  contrary  to  his 
nature  and  Spirit,  and  overccnne  through  him  ? 

S^uity  4«  Are  there  any  terms  in  this  covenant  ?  Or  can  there  be  any  terms 
in  this  covenant,  fuitable  to  the  nature  of  the  covenant  ?  Is  believing  in  the 
power,  as  abfolutely  required  in  this  covenant,  as  obedience  to  the  law  was 
under  the  covenant  of  the  law  ? 

^jfsfy  5.  if  faith  in  the  power,  and  obedience  to  the  power  that  redeems, 
1^  required  as  terms  in  the  new  covenant  ^  yet  if  they  be  not  required  of  the 
creature  in  its  own  capacity  i^nd  ability>  but  as  ftrengthened  and  enabled  by 
the  virtue,  fife  and  power  of  the  covenant,  are  they  not  fiiee  terms,  noble 
terms,  worthy  and  becoming  a  fi:ee  covenant  i 

§gery^  6,  Is  not  this  the  gofpel,  or  new  covenant.  That  whofoever  believetb, 
and  receiveth  the  baptifm  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  fire  (fiifiering  in  the  flefh, 
and  having  his  fins  and  corruptions  purged  away  by  the  fpitit  of  judgment, 
and  bv  the  fpirit  of  burning,  and  fo  walketh  no  longer  mer  the  flelh,  but 
after  the  fpint)  I  fay,  is  not  this  the  goi|)el,  or  new  covenant,  that  he  that 
thus  believeth,  and  is  thus  baptized,  Siall  not  be  condemned  with  the  world, 
but  juftified  and  fiived  by  that  Spirit  and  power  which  clean&tfa  him  ? 


the  New  Covenant.  gy 

^nerj  7.  Doth  God  write  his  laws  in  mens  hearts,  or  put  his  fear  therein, 
or  his  Spirit  within  them,  caufing  them  to  walk  in  hb  ways  and  ftatutes,  and 
to  keep  his  judgments,  (^c.  I  fay,  doth  God  do  this  to  men  out  of  the  faith  ? 
Is  not  the  work  of  falvation  begun  in  the  faith,  and  carried  on  and  perfeded 
in  the  faith  ?  And  he  that  maketh  Ihipwreck  of  faith,  and  of  a  good  con- 
fcience,  can  he  groundedly  hope  to  have  the  work  of  falvation  carried  on  ia 
him? 

^uery.  8  Doth  not  God  beget,  increafe,  and  perfed  the  faith,  which  is 
available  unto  falvation  ?  Is  any  man  accepted  in  the  fsuth  Mfhicb  is  of  his 
own  nature  ?  Or  is  the  acceptation  in  and  through  the  faith  which  is  of  the 
Son's  nature  ? 

S^ticry  9.  May  the  temptations  of  the  Devil,  with  a  man's  hearkening 
thereto,  hinder  God's  begetting  faith  in  him  or  no  ?  Or  if  it  be  begotten^ 
can  they  hinder  the  growth  and  increafe  of  it  P 

^ery  10.  When  God  draws,  mufl  a  man  neceflarily  come  to  the  Son  f 
Or  may  the  Devil  fo  tempt,  and  he  fo  hearken  thereto,  as  that  his  coming 
to  the  Son  may  be  hindered,  notwithflanding  the  Father's  drawing? 

^uery  n.  Is  there  not  juftification  to  tHem  that  receive  the  feed,  to  them 
that  obey  the  light  ?  And  is  there  not  condemnation  to  them  that  refiife 
the  feed,  and  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  its  falvation  ? 

^iftry  J  2.  Do  men  perifh  for  want  of  power  from  God  ?  Or  through  their 
cleaving  to  another  power,  and  refuGng  the  (Irength  of  that  which  is  over 
that  other  power;  whofe  hand  would  help  their  fouls,  and  bring  them  through 
and  over  it,  did  they  receive  it,  and  cleave  to  it  in  the  way  the  Lord  hath 
appointed  ? 

Slifcry  13.  They  that  receive  the  power,  believe  in  it  and  live ;  do  they  do 
it  by  their  own  flrength  ?  Or  in  the  ftrength  and  virtue  which  flows  from  the 
power,  which  enlivens,  draws,  and  makes  able  to  follow  ? 

§uery  14*  Thofe  that  are  weak  as  to  the  power,  and  in  whom  the  enemy^ 
and  corruptions  are  flrong ;  is  the  defeft  on  God's  part  ?  or  on  his  covenant'^ 
part  ?  Or  in  the  way  of  lire,  which  he  hath  pitched  upon  as  fufficient  to  redeem 
and  deliver  fallen  man  by  ?  Or  is  God  (and  his  covenant  and  way  of  life) 
wholly  clear  of  the  defeft,  and  rcfts  it  wholly  on  them  ? 
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AN., 

Exhortation  to  ALL  PEOPLE, 

But  more  efpecially  to  Such  as  are 

DESOLATE    and    DISTREJSSED. 

NOW  is  the  acceptable  time,  now  is  the  day  of  falvation.  Now  is  the 
life  ariien,  and  now  the  light  ihines,  to  guide  out  of  the  darkneis 
and  death,  into  the  land  of  the  living.  Oh !  awake,  ye  that  fleep  in  the 
dull  of  the  earth «,  arife  up  from  among  the  dead,  and  Chf ift  fhall  give  you 
light,  to  walk  along  in  the  path  of  the  living !  Come  to  him  whom  the 
Father  hath  fealed ;  who  is  Itfe,  and  who  givcth  life  freely  to  all  that  come  ; 
yea,  abundantly,  to  thofe  that  wait  upon  him,  and  walk  faithfully  in  his 
covenant*  Oh !  therefore  come  into  covenant  with  him ;  mind  the  words 
of  his  lips,  which  beget  fenfe,  and  in  that  fenfe  his  life  ftirs,  and  in  the  ftir- 
rings  of  his  life  thie  drawings  of  the  Father  are  felt.  And  when  the  Father 
draws,  he  whom-ever  he  draws  may  come  j  and  him  who  comes,  Chrift 
will  in  no-wife  caft  out,  but  receive  into  his  arms,  and  defend  by  his  power, 
againft  that  which  would  draw  or  force  back  from  him  into  perdidon. 
Therefore  hearken  to  the  litde  movings  and  fUrrings  in  you,  after  that 
which  is  eternal ;  for  any  define  which  is  in  truth  after  him,  he  will  not 
quench  (it  is  his  nature  to  cheriA  it);  but  he  will  be  a  fbength  and  relief 
to  the  foul,  againft  that  which  would  quench  aqd  put  out  tne  breathings 
and  pamings  after  him,  that  it  might  ftill  hold  the  foul  in  bondage  and 
captivity.  And,  people,  mind  this,  (it  is  a  true  teftimony).  The  dow  of 
life  is  now  fo  opened,  by  him  who  hath  the  key  and  power,  that  whoever 
will  may  enter.  For  the  power  of  life  is  arifen,  againft  the  power  of  death 
and  the  deftroyer  of  the  foul :  fo  that  great,  yea  very  great  advantage  is 
there  in  this  day,  to  all  that  are  willing  to  follow  the  leader  and  captain  of 
fdvation,  out  of  the  land  of  captivity.  Mind  but  his  vifits,  and  be  f^th- 
fiil  in  the  ftrength  which  flows  from  him  -,  and  nothing  fliall  hinder  thy 
foul  from  overcoming  what  ftands  in  thy  way,  to  ftop  thee  fixMn  attaining 
the  eternal  crown  and  inheritance  of  life. 

And  as  for  you  afl9dfted  mourners,  who  are  leeking  the  way  to  Sion,  be- 
wailing the  abfence  of  your  beloved,  in  whofe  prefence  is  life  and  redemp- 
tion, rcfurreftion  from  the  dead,  and  vidory  over  fin ;  yea  all  that  your 
hearts  have  defired  or  can  defire :  what  fliall  I  fay  to  you  i  Otay  friends^ 

and 
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and  dear  brethren  1  May  \  fpeak  a  little  freely  to  you  concerning  the  I^rd 
Jefus  ?  How  that  he  was  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  according  to  the  fleflu 
nilfilled  his  miniftry  and  iervice  in  the  flefli,  and  was  taken  up  to  God  •,  and 
how  that  the  fame  Lord  Jefus  was  afterwards  bom  in  Spirit,  of  the  fpiritual 
woman  the  church ;  even  io  born  as  to  rule  all  nations  with  an  iron  rod ; 
and  yet  did  not  come  forth  to  rule  the  nations,  but  was  taken  up  to  God 
aga'm,  and  hath  not  lince  appeared  in  that  Spirit,  power,  ^d  dominion ; 
but  only  in  fuch  a  ftrength  of  life,  as  might  enable  his  witnefles  to  bear 
witnefs  to  him  all  along  the  apoftafy,  until  the  church  Ihould  dotme  out  of 
the  wildernefs,  an^  the  man-child  appear  again. 

And  now  hear  the  joyful  news.  The  apoftafy  ;s  ended.  Mark ;  I  do 
not  fay  the  apoftafy  is  generally  ended.  No,  no  \  there  are  many  woes, 
plagues,  judgments,  and  terrible  thunders  to  come  upon  perfohs,  and  nar 
tions,  before  they  feel  it  ended.  But  it  is  ended  in  fome  veflels,  which  are 
upon  the  f^arth.  The  man  of  (in,  that  wicked  one,  the  fon  of  perdition 
hath  been  difcovered  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord ;  cb^,  confumed,  and 
deftroyed  by  the  breath  of  his  mouth,  and  by  the  brightnefs  of  his  appear- 
ance in  fome.  Yea,  the  church  is  come  out  of  the  wilderneis,  and  the 
man-child  is  come  along  with  her ;  for  (he  is  not  come  without  her  beloved, 
but  leaning  upon  her  beloved ;  and  he  is  Hnown  ruling  with  his  golden 
icepter,  and  with  his  iron  rod  baitterine  down  the  corrupt,  felfifh,  ftubborn^ 
eanhlv  foirit,  and  railing  up  tb^t  which  is  meek,  tender,  lowly,  and  lay 
bowea  cfoyi^n  and  oppre&d. 

Now  as  Chrift  faid,  preaching  in  the  days  of  his  flefli,  ms  darf  is  this 
fcripture  fidfilUd  inyj^tr  ears^  Luke  iv.  21.  Was  it  npt  jdicn  fulfilled  out- 
wardly among  the  outward  Jews  ?  Were  there  any  fick,  or  weak,  or  blind, 
or  lame,  or  lepers,  or  pofleiled  with  devLb,  whom  he  was  not  ready  to 
cure  \  And  did  he  not  go  about  doing  good,  and  feeking  them  out  to  cure 
them  ?  So  may  it  not  now  be  faid  m  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord, 
among  the  ijpiritual  Jews ;  this  day  is  this  fcripture  fulfilled  fpiritually  in 
your  ears.  Yea,  what  he  did  then  outwardly,  is  known  in  fpirit  to  be  done 
among  you  inwardly  aod  ipiritually.  How  many  that  were  before  blind 
do  naw  fee  ?  That  were  b^ore  deaf  do  now  hear  ?  That  were  formerly 
lame  do  now  walk  ?  That  were  very  Icqprous  arc  npw  cleanfed  ?  That  were 
very  dead  are  now  raifed  ?  That  were  quite  dumb  do  now  fpeak  ?  And  ;Jic 
poor,  the  empty,  the  naked  are  now  cloathed,  and  filled  with  the  riches  and 
treafures  of  the  everlafting  kingdom  ?  May  it  not  be  truly  faid,  by  many 
poor  diftreflcd  hearts,  that  the  wildernefs  and  folitary  place  is  now  glad, 
becaufe  that  which  once  was  parched  with  drought  and  barrennefe,  now  feels 
the  living  fprings,  and  the  breaking  forth  of  the  pure  clear  river  of  life, 
the  ftreams  whereof  make  glad  the  city  of  God,  and  caufe  melody  in  the 
heart  to  the  Lord  ?  Where  is  the  envious,  cruel,  dragonifli  nature,  may 
fome  lay  ?  Yea,  where  is  the  place  where  dragons  lay  ?  Is  there  not  a  new 
creation  ?  a  new  heaven,  a  new  earth ;  and  are  not  all  things  ^become  new 
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therein  ?  Are  not  the  old  things  of  the  night,  and  of  the  darknels,  pafled 
away,  and  all  things  become  new  in  this  day,  which  the  Lord  hath  made» 
in  the  hearts  which  have  received  and  been  fubjeft  to  his  light  ? 

And  now  what  hinders,  but  that  ye  alfo  (hould  lift  up  your  heads,  and 
fee  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man  in  the  clouds  wlierein  he  comes,  and 
partake  of  the  redemption,  virtue,  and  power  of  his  appearance  ?  What 
are  the  clouds  wherein  he  comes  ?  Is  his  coming  outward  ?  Or  are  the  clouds 
outward^  Or  is  his  coming  inward  and  fpiritual  in  ten  thoufands  of  his 
faints  ?  Did  not  Enoch  fee  that  he  was  to  come  ib  to  judge  the  world  ?  Doth 
he  not  come  to  be  gloiified  in  his  faints  ?  Are  not  they  to  judge  the  world  ? 
They  in  him,  he  in  them  ?  Oh !  read  aright ;  read  with  the  Spirit,  and 
with  the  underftanding  which  is  thereof^  and  then  the  truth  of  the  letter 
will  be  manifeft  and  (hine  to  you.  There  is  nothing  ftands  in  your  way^ 
but  want  of  a  ijpiritual  eye  to  fee  his  fph'itual  appearance  in  others  (and  fo  to 
wait  for  it  in  yourfclves),  even  the  eye  of  raith,  which  {tt%  the  invifiblc 
power  and  glory,  as  the  Lord  openeth  it  and  maketh  manifeft  to  it. 

Now  this  I  have  to  fay  to  you,  in  true  fenfe  and  underftanding.  Come 
down  to  the  Gentile's  light,  come  down  to  that  which  God  hath  diipenfed 
to  the  Gentile,  as  well  as  to  the  Jew;,  which  is  /i^^  w^i (or commandment^ 
mgb  in  the  mouth  and  heart.  This  hath  been  the  loweft  of  aD,  defpifed  by 
ail  V  and  this  is  in  the  heart  of  God  to  exalt  over  all ;  for  it  is  ^ve  all. 
The  loweft  in  its  defcent  from  the  Father ;  the  higheft  in  its  afcent  to  the 
[Father.  This  is  the  thing  which  man  ran  from,  when  the  veil  came  over 
him ;  which  all  the  (hadows  of  the  law  were  to  point  out  and  fignify.  And 
as  man  is  brought  again  to  this,  life  iprings  in  him,  and  the  powerful  re- 
demption of  the  eternal  word  is  witnelfed  by  him.  Yea,  he  that  hears  the 
voice  of  this,  though  he  were  ever  fo  dead  in  treipafles  and  fins,  fhall  feel 
life  fpring  in  him,  and  the  covenant  of  life  inwardly  revealed,  which  by  the 
pure  faith  and  obedience  is  die  entrance  into,  and  the  abiding  in.  And 
this  is  the  one  trudi,  the  one  pure  eternal  word  and  way  to  the  Father, 
which  was  from  the  beginning,  and  remains  the  fame  unto  the  end.  This 
is  the  door,  at  which  aU  hitherto  have  entered  into  life,  at  which  all  do  ftill 
enter,  and  there  b  no  other.  Blefled  for  ever  is  he,  who  hath  made  it  fo 
manifeft  and  plain  in  thia  our  day  v.  and  blei&d  are  they  that  fee  it,  and  enter 
ipto  life  at  ill: 
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VISIT  of  Tender  and  Upright  L O V E 
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Among  the  many  Profeffions  and  Ways  of  Religion^ 
retain  any  Meafure  of  Sincerity  of  Heart,  and  true 
Defires  after  the  L  ord* 

TH  E  main  thing  in  religion  is  to  receive  a  principle  of  life  from  God, 
whereby  the  mind  nray  be  changed,  and  the  heart  made  able  to  un- 
derftand  the  myfteries  of  his  kingdom,  and  to  fee  and  walk  in  the  way  of 
life ;  and  this  is  the  travail  of  the  fouls  of  the  righteous,  that  they  may 
abide,  grow  up,  and  walk  with  the  Lord  in  this  principle ;  and  that  othera 
alfo,  who  breathe  after  him,  may  be  gathered  into,  and  feel  the  virtue  of, 
the  fame  principle. 

But  there  is  one  that  (lands  in  the  way  to  hinder  this  work  of  the  Lord,, 
iNho  with  great  fubtilty  ftrives  to  keep  fouls  in  captivity,  and  to  prejudice 
them  againft  the  precious  living  appearances  of  the  redeeming  power  of  the 
Lord. 

One  great  way  whereby  he  doth  this  is,  by  raifing  up  in  them  a  fear  left 
they  fliould  be  deceived  and  betrayed,  and  inftead  of  obtaining,  more,  Ibfe 
that  little  of  God  which  they  have.  With  this  was  I  exercifed  long  •,  and 
ftill,  when  life  ftirred  in  my  heart,  then  this  fear  was  rsnfed  in  me  -,  fi>  that 
I  durft  not  in  judgment  clofe  with  what  fecredy  in  fpirit  I  felt  to  be  of  God,, 
it  having  a  true  touch  of  his  quickening,  warming,  convincing,,  enlivening; 
virtue  in  it. 

Now  that  this  fnare  may  be  elcaped  by  fuch  as  breathe  after  the  Lord,. 

oh !  let  them  wait,  mourn,  and  cry  to  him,,  that  he  would  write  his  pure 

fear  in  their  hearts,  and  teach  them  when  to  fear,  and  how  to  fear,  and 

what  to  fear  j  and  in  that  (or  as  that  is  brought  forth  in  them)  they  (hall  fee 

diat  they  have  more  caufe  to  fear  theit  prefent  date,  than  to  fear  that 

which,  in  the  quickening  warmth  and  virtue  of  God,  comes  to  make  a 

change  in  their  prefent  ftate  •,  yea,  they  Ihall  then  fee  how  the  enemy  now 

caufeth  them  to  fear,  where  no  fear  is  -,  and  keepeth  them  from  fearing, 

where  the  fear  is.     For  what  is  the  ground  of  fear  now  ?  This^  ii  the  great 

thing  that  they  (hould  fear,  left  they  ftould  not  hear  the  call  of  the  Spirit  of 

the  Lord  out  of  Babylon  ^  out  of  that  part  of  Biabyloa  out  of  which  they  have 

not 
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not  yet  travelled ;  and  left  they  fhould  not  hear  and  mind  the  call  of  his 
Spirit  unto  Sion,  the  holy  mount  of  God,  towards  and  unto  which  he  lead- 
et)i  his  people,  in  this  aay  of  the  revelation  and  manifeftation  of  his  glo- 
rious love  and  power. 

Oh !  therefore,  my  friends,  ye  that  tong  after  the  Lord,  ye  that  defire  to 
feel  the  power  of  his  tryth,  wait,  for  the  principle  of  life  from  him  to  be 
reveale(f  in  you,  and  the  pyre  fear  which  is  therefrom,  that  ye  may  feel  the 
Lord  thereby,  and  therein  (even  in  and  through  that  principle)  writing  his 
fear,  his  pure  fear,  his  holy  itzx^  his  powerfully-prefenring  fear,  in  your 
hearts  \  that  ye  may  know  the  way  to  him,  the  feed  (which  is  the  way) 
may  come  and  jpin  to  hiip  therein,  and  never  depart  frojn  him.  The  fear 
of  the  Lord,  from  the  principle  of  his  life,  will  (without  fail)  effeft  this  in 
you  as  ye  receive  it  from  the  Lord  \  but  the  other  fear,  the  fear  which 
the  enemy  begets,  will  hot  do  it ;  but  will  be  a  bar  and  fore  ftop  in  your 
way,  till  the  Lord,  by  his  holy  power,  through  his  tender  mercy,  remove 
it  from  you. 

And  now  anfwer  me  one  queftion  uprighdy,  as  in  God's  fight,  from 
whom  it  is  in  my  heart  to  propoynd  it  to  you. 

Are  you  come  to  Sion,  or  are  ye  travelling  thitherward  rightly  and  truly  ? 
Have  ye  ever  known  any  of  the  travellers,  that  ye  have  been  acquainted 
with,  that  could  in  truth  fay,  that  they  were  come  tp  Sion  ?  The  Chriftians, 
in  the  primitive  times,  were  come  to  Sion,  and  they  were  acquainted  and 
dwelt  with  God  and  Chrift  there  -,  and  knew  Jerufalem,  the  heavenly  build- 
ing, the  city  of  the  living  God.  Oh !  where  are  ye  ?  Nay,  are  ye  yet  come 
out  of  Babylon  ?  Do  ye  yet  know  the  wildernefs,  the  intricate  paflagcs . 
therein,  wherethrou^  God  alone  can  lead  the  foul  ?  Oh !  depart  ye,  depart 
ye  fit>m  your  prefent  ftations  (in  the  leadings  of  God*s  Spirit),  unlds  ye 
can  fay,  in  the  true  unerring  light,  that  they  are  your  reft,  your  fouls  true 
reft,  even  the  everlafting  kingdom,  which  the  primitive  Chriftians  received 
(and  mto  which  they  found  entrance),  which  could  not  be  fhaken. 

And,  friends,  let  me  tell  you  one  thing  further  (for  my  heart  is  at  this 
prefent  opened  to  you  by  the  Lord),  that  as  the  foul  (in  its  travels)  comes 
to  Sion,  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  is  witneffed,  which 
makes  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death.  And  then  there  is  no  nu)re 
fuch  a  crying"  put  of  the  body  of  fin  as  there  was  before  \  but  a  bleffing  of 
him  who  hath  delivered,  and  daily  doth  deliver,  from  it :  yea,  the  body  of 
fm  is  known  and  felt  to  be  put  off,  and  Chrift  put  on  in  the  ftead  thereof. 
For,  my  friends,  there  are  leveral  ftates  witnefled  by  the  foul,  in  its  true 
and  fenfible  travels  towards  the  Holy  Land.     As  for  inftance : 

I.  There  is  a  ftate  of  Egyptian  darknefs  and  bondage,  in  which  the 

power  of  death  reigns  and  rules  in  the  heart,  fubjeding  it  to  fin  and  death. 

And  here  the  foul  is  in  the  grave,  and  under  death,  captivity,  and  bondage, 

in  the  midft  of  all  its  profeffions  of  religion,  and  talk  of  God  arid  Chrift;, 

and  reading  fcriptures,  and  obferving  ordinances  and  duties,  t^c. 

2.  There 
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2.  There  is  a  wildernefe-ftate,  wherein  the  ftrcngth  of  captivity  is  fottie- 
what  broken,  and  the  heart  drawn  to  mind  the  leadings  of  life,  and  to  fol- 
low after  the  Lord  through  the  trials,  through  the  preparations,  through  the 
feveral  exercifes  which  the  Lord  feeth  good  to  cxercife  it  with. 

And  here  the  mercv  and  goodnefs  of  the  Lord  is  experienced,  and  the 
deceitfulneft  and  treacnery  of  the  heart.  This  is  the  place  of  humiliation 
and  breaking,  wherein  the  foul  daily  feels  how  untowani  and  unaccuftomed 
it  IS  to  the  yoke,  which  fhould  break  the  fpirit,  and  fubdue  it  to  God.  Here 
the  Lord  ihews  the  foul  what  its  hean  is,  that  he  might  humble  it,  and  do 
it  good  in  the  latter  end.#  Here  the  very  law  of  God  appears  weak,  through 
the  ftrength  of  the  flclh,  which  is  not  yet  fubdued.  Now  here  is  mourn- 
ing, and  groaning,  and  crying  to  the  Lord  niaht  and  day,  both  becaufe  of 
the  violence  and  multitude  of  the  enemies,  and  becaufe  of  the  naughtine{s^ 
diftruft,  and  unbelief  of  the  heart. 

3.  There  is  a  ftate  of  reft,  a  ftate  of  peace,  a  ftate  of  life,  a  ftate  of 
power,  a  ftate  of  grace,  a  ftate  of  dominion,  in  the  life,  and  through  the 
power  of  the  Lord>  wherein  the  law  of  life  is  manifefted  in  dominion  in 
the  heart  over  the  law  of  fin  and  death.  There  is  an  everlafting  kingdom, 
wherein  God  and  Chrift  reign,  in  which  God  treads  Satan  down  under  the 
feet  of  the  foul,  and  makes  the  foul  a  king  and  a  prieft  in  the  Son  of  his 
love ;  and  the  foul  feels  it  is  one  with,  and  accepted  in,  the  beloved. 

Now,  fnends,  that  ye  may  know  this  kingdom,  travel  faithfully  towards 
it ;  feel  and  come  into  the  reign  of  Chrift  in  it ;  fit  down  in  the  heavenly 
places  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  inherit  lubftance ;  know  the  gathering  to  Chria 
m  the  name,  and  fit  down  in  the  name,  where  the  enemy  cannot  touch 
you ;  but  feel  the  prefervation  and  powerful  life  and  dominion  of  that  feed 
which  is  over  the  enemy,  and  wherein  and  whereby  the  Lord  fcatters  the 
enemy,  bruifihg  the  ferpent^s  head,  and  anointing  the  foul  with  the  oil  of 
gladnds,  and  cloathing  it  with  the  beautiful  garments  of  his  righteoufnefs 
and  falvation ;  and  that  ye  may  know  the  precious  and  glorious  building  df 
life  in  the  Spirit,  even  of  the  holy  home  and  city  of  God,  where  the 
walls  are  falvation,  and  the  gates  praife.  For  this  end  it  is  in  my  hean 
from  the  Lord  to  write  thefe  things  unto  you ;  and  the  Lord  God  of  his 
mercy  open  the  door  of  entrance  to  you  into  thefe  things ;  for  there  is  but 
one  door  of  life,  and  there  is  not  another ;  which  door  is  Chrift  the  feed ; 
which  feed  is  revealed  within,  there  to  break  the  wifdom,  ftrength,  and 
head  of  the  ferpent ;  and  £>  far  as  he  breaks  it  there,,  redemption  and  freer 
dom  is  witneflcd  from  it,  and  no  further. 

Oh !  that  ye  might  receive  an  underftanding  from  the  Lord,  and  be 
taught  by  him  to  deny  and  part  with  the  underftanding  which  is  not  of 
him,  that  ye  might  fee  things  (from  him,  and  in  his  light)  which  ye  have 
tiot  yet  feen ;  and  confider  aright  of  that,  which  the  enemy  hitherto,  by  his 
fubtilty,  hath  prejudiced  you  againft* 

And 
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And  now  as  for  us,  who  experience  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Tefus,  and  with 
the  Lord  our  God  in  his  Light,  and  by  virtue  of  his  life  and  love  feed 
abroad  in  our  hearts :  I  fay,  what  is  it  to  us  to  be  judged  by  you  in  your 
day  as  perfons  that  deny  Chrift,  deny  fcriptures,  deny  ordinances,  deny 
duties,  e?^.  ?  We  are  fetisfied  in  our  hearts  as  touching  your  judgment, 
knowing  from  the  Lord  what  it  is  in  you  that  thus  judgeth  of  us,  even  the 
fame  thing  that  judged  amifs  of  Chrift  (in  the  Scribes,  J'hariiees,  and  pro- 
fefling  Jews)  in  the  days  of  his  flefh.  And  indeed  that  in  you  can  never 
judge  aright-,  but  is  to  be  judged,  condemned,  and  deftroyed  by  the  life 
and  power  of  the  Lord. 

And  oh !  that  ye  knew  (fenfibly  knew)  what  is  to  live,  and  what  is 
to  die  in  you,  that  ye  might  feel  the  rifing  of  your  fouls  out  of  the  grave, 
through  the  immortal  feed  of  God,  and  the  .bringing  of  all  your  wifdoni 
and  knowledge  of  the  things  of  God  (which  ye  hold,  and  make  ufe  of  out 
of  the  compos  and  limits  of  his  holy  Ufe  and  covenant)  into  death. 

For,  friends,  let  me  tell  you,  that  which  hath  been  parted  with  (for  the 
kingdom's  fake,  and  the  righteoufnefs  thereof)  in  ibme,  was  more  precious 
than  what  ye  hold  fo  ftifly,  and  fo  magnify  in  your  own  thoughts  and  rea« 
fonings  againft  the  truth.  Yea,  that  which  was  once  of  high  efteem,  and 
very  glorious  in  our  eyes,  is  now  become  as  drofs  and  dung,  for  the  excel- 
lency  of  the  pure  living  knowledge  of,  and  fellowfliip  with,  Jefus  Chrifl, 
our  Lord ;  and  if  ye  had  the  true  meafure  and  balance  to  weigh  things  in, 
ye  would  acknowledge  it :  but  the  letter,  and  literal  ordinances  and  duties, 
and  apprehenfions  ot  things  put  of  the  life,  kills  you,  and  keeps  you  under 
the  veil,  and  from  the  fight  of  the  things  which  are  within  the  veil. 

Oh !  that  God  would  rend  the  veil  in  you !  Oh !  that  God  would  give  you 
the  feeling  of,  and  union  with,  that  whereby  he  rends  the  veil !  Oh !  that 
he  would  humble  you,  and  bring  down  the  mighty  from  his  feat  of  judg- 
ment in  you,  to  be  judged  and  abafed,  and  exalt  the  meek  and  lowly  into 
that  which  is  his  proper  place ! 

Oh!  that  ye  might  feel  the  work  of  God,  even  the  redemption  of  the 
foul,  begun  and  carried  on  by  him  with  power  in  your  hearts !  Then 
would  ye  know  Chrift  indeed^  th6  fcriptures  indeed,  the  ordinances  indeed, 
the  duties  indeed,  the  everlafting  fabbath,  the  everlafting  worihip;  even 
the  fubftance  of  all  that  was  fhadowed  out  under  the  law,  and  fit  down  un- 
der the  wing  of  the  Almighty,  from  whence  the  power,  the  life,  the  virtue, 
the  healing,  drops  into  the  foul. 

Aiid  now,  to  give  a  little  touch  at  thofe  things  beforementioned,  which  ye 
fo  ftumble  at,  a  little  to  help  to  remove  them  from  your  fpirits,  if  it  plesie 
the  Lord. 

I.  We  do* not  deny  that  Chrift  which  died  at  Jerufalem ;  but  own  him, 
and  no  other :  and  own  what*  he  did,  his  obedience  to  the  Father  always, 
and  in  all  things  \  his  fuflferings  in  the  virtue  and  power  of  the  Father, 
and  the  value  of  them  with  the  Father.    This  the  Lord  our  God  teacheth 

us 
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t»  to  awrif  and  to  bfefi  the  name  of  the  Lord,  for  him  who  \%  the  captain^ 
and  worker  out  of  our  falvation ;  a  meafure  of  whofe  Ufe  and  power  we 
have  received,  and  embrace  in  our  hearts ;  and  in  this  is  He,  the  fulnefs, 
made  mamfeft  to  ua  1  and  we,  through  this,  and  by  this,  and  in  this,  in- 
grafted into  hitn  \  and  fo  come  to  partake  q£  the  fnreetnefs  and  fatnefs  (^ 
the  (dive-tree.  Yea,  this  we  certainly  know,  that  Chrift  was  not  only 
made  manifeft  in  that  body  of  fleib,  but  is  aUb  made  manifell  in  our  mor- 
tal flelhy  as  we  are  gathered  into  his  life,  and  his  life  brought  forth  in  us. 
And  he  is  not  only  antichrift,  diat  denieth  Chrift's  appearance  in  that  body 
of  fiefli  \  but  he  that  denieth  him  (the  hope  of  gbry)  in  his  faints,  his  fpi« 
ritual  body.  Yea,  I  beieech  you  conlider,  whedier  it  hath  been  the  work 
d[  antichrift  all  abng  the  apoftafy  to  deny  the  appearance  of  Chrift  in  that 
body  of  fieih,  or  to  deny  the  appearance  of  Us  file  and  Spirit  in  the  flefli 
of  his  faints  ?  IVe  know  (faith  the  apoftle  John)  that  $be  Son  of  God  is  come^ 
and  baib  given  us  an  underfiandittg  to  know  bim  thai  is  true.  How  was  he 
come  ?  Was  not  he  that  was  with  them  come  in  them  ?  Did  he  not  live  in 
them,  aft  in  them,  ^ak  in  them  ?  And  did  not  they  that  were  of  God 
he.ar  the  voice  of  Chnft,  the  voice  of  the  fhepherd  in  them  ?  But  they  which 
were  not  of  God,  which  were  not  the  fheep,  could  not  hear  the  voice  of 
Chrtft  in  his  apoftks  and  believers ;  could  not  own  him  come  in  dieir  fieih^ 
diough  dbey  could  preach  the  £mie  Chrift  in  words,  and  own  his  coming  iit 
that  body  o£  fleib  which  he  had  appear^  in,  i  John  iv.  6* 

2.  We  do  indeed  really,  heartily,  fingly,  as  in  God's  fig^t^  own  the  fcrip- 
tures ;  the  fcriptures  written  by  the  prc^bets  and  holy  men  of  God  under 
the  law ;  the  fcnptures  written  by  the  evanaelifts  and  apoftles  in  the  time  of  ^ 
the  gofpel  I  and  we  read  them  with  delight  and  joy,,  and  would  draw  no 
man  from  a  right  reading  of  them  to  the  benefit  of  his  foul ;  but  only 
£rom  giving  their  own  judgments  on  them  without  the  Sfnrit  of  God ; 
left,  in  fo  doing,  they  wreft  them  to  their  own  deftru£kfon. 

This  is  that  which  the  Lord  hath  drawn  us  from,  and  which  we  know 
k  would  al&  be  profitable  to  others  to  be  drawn  from  too ;  to  wit,  from 
imagining  and  guefling  at  the  meanina  of  fcr^ures,  and  interpreting 
them  without  the  openm^  of  tliat  Spirit  room  which  they  were  given  forth  i 
for  they  who  &  do^  feed  that  pare  (with  a  gathered  knowledge)  which 
fliQuld  be  fiunifhed,  die,  and  perilk,  that  another  thing  might  come  to 
five  in  them,  and  they  in  it. 

Now  to  us,  being  taught  o£  God,  and  led  by  him  into  the  things  and 
through  the  conditions  the  fcripture&  fpeok  of,  the  fcriptures  are  very  pre- 
cious, the  rehtbn  of  thin^  under  the  Idm  precious,  the  inftrufkions,  pro- 
miles,  and  comforts  precious,  yea,  the  very  reproofs  and  denunciations 
of  judgment  to  that  part,  nature  and  ^iiit  which  the  judgments  are  to, 
precbus;  and  it  is  impoftible  for  any  heart  to  conceive  (who  hath  not  the 
experience  of  the  thing)  how  life  forings  in  u^^  and  how  fweet,  plea- 
iant,  and  profitable  the  words  df  lite  in  the  writiogs^o#  die  h^  men  oif 
•  Vol.  IL  P  God 
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God  are  to  our  fpirits ;  and  in  reading  them  we  often  meet  with  refretV 
ment,  comfort,  nope,  and  joy»  Yrom  me  working  of  the  fame  Spirit  in  us, 
which  gave  forth  the  good  words  through  them. 

3.  As  touching  ordinances,  we  own  all  the  ordinances  and  appointments, 
of  God  to  the  Jews  under  the  law,  and  God*s  prcfence  with  them,  walk- . 
ing  with  the  Ix)rd,  and  worihipping  him  in  the  faith  according  thereto.- 
Yea,  what  if  I  ihould  fay,  that  we  know  and  are  exercifed  in  the  fame  wor- 
fhip  in  Spirit  towards  the  Lord  our  God,  who  hath  called  and  taught  us  to 
worihip  him  in  Ijpirit  and  truth,  fo  as  he  taught  them,  according  to  the 
ibadow  and  letter  ?  What  if  I  (hould  lay  that  we  worihip  the  Lord  in  fpirit 
on  the  Lord*s-day  ("which  is  inward  and  fpiritual,  the  true  reft,  the  fub- 
ftantial  {abbath),  and.  that  we  offer  up  to  him  the  living  facrifices,  which 
the  high-prieft  of  our  profefllon  prepares  in  us  for  the  moft  excellent  ma- 
jefty  and  glory  of  our  God  therein  ?  Were  not  the  facrifices  under  the  law, 
which  they  ofered  up  according  to  the  letter,  types  and  ihadows  of  what  the 
Lord  teacheth  us,  and  giveth  us  to  oflfer  up  to  him  in  fpirit,  ivhen  we  ap- 
pear before  him  in  his  houfe  built  on  his  holy  mountain  ?  For,  friends,  the 
houfe  wherein  we  appear  is  ipiritual  (an  houfe  of  God*s  own  building) ; 
the  worfliip  fpiritual,  the  facrifices  fpiritual,  the  day  of  worfhip  ipiritual, 
even  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  ma4e.  And  here  we  know  and  enjoy 
tlie  things  ihadowed  out  under  the  law  fpiritually,  eating  that  which  is  meat 
indeed,  and  drinking  that  which  is  drink  indeed,  even  the  fleih  and  blood 
of  the  Son  of  man  \  in  which  we  feel  and  partake  of  his  nature,  his  virtue, 
his  life,  his  fubftance,  and  both  take  it  in  into  us,  and  put  it  upon  us;  io 
that  we  have  Chrift  both  to  be  our  food  and  cloathing ;  and  in  the  birth, 
nature  and  Spirit  which  is  of  him,  cannot  be  deceived  concerning  him. 

But  the  great  matter  ye  feem  to  have  againft  us  as  to  ordinances,  is  about 
the  baptifm  of  water,  and  breaking  outward  bread,  and  drinking  outward 
wine ;  concerning  which  I  have  two  or  three  weighty  queries  to  propound 
to  be  feriouily  confidered  of. 

^uery  i .  Were  thefe  thbgs  themfclves  the  things  rf  the  kingdom,  or 
(ignifications  of  fomewhat  relating  to  the  kingdom,  as  the  ihadows  under 
the  law  were'?  And  fo,  though  mtf  might  have  a  ufe  and  fervice  in  the 
paiTage  from  the  law,  yet  could  they  have  an  abfolute*. place  in  the  day  ? 
For  as  the  day  dawns  and  breaks,  the  ihadows  fly  away.  What  (hould  die 
Ihadow  do,  when  that  which  the  ihadow  fignified  is  come  ?  What  place  is 
there  for  ihadows  in  the  fubilance,  in  the  everlafting  kingdom  ? 

Now  though  the  apoftie  condefcended  ib  as  to  circumcife  for  the  iake 
of  the  Jews,  yet  circumcifion  was  not  to  abide.  So  he  condefcended  alfo 
as  to  John's  baptifm ;  to  wit,  the  baptifm  of  water  (for  that  was  not  Chrift's 
baptifin,  but  his  baptifm  was  that  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  fire);  yet  he 
bleifed  God  he  did  not  make  ufe  of  it,  and  faid,  be  was  not  feni  to  baptizi. 
What  was  he  not  fent  to  baptize  with  ?  Why  not  with  water,  not  with 
John's  baptifin  i  but  he  was  fent  to  baptize  with  thrift's  baptiim ;  to  bap- 
tize 


» 

A  Fijh  of  tender  and  upright  L/yoe.  107 

to2c  into  the  name,  into  the  Spirit,  into  the  power  (and  fo  were  all  the 
ftpoftles),  as  well  as  to  preach  the  gofpel,.  Gal.  iii.  5.  ^Matt.  xxviii,  19.   > 

Then  for  the  outward  fupper:  wa^  not  that  a  Ihadow  of  the  true  fub- 
ftantial  fupper  of  the  Lord,  of  the  breaking  of  the  true  bread,  and  drink- 
ins  of  the  true  wine  (the  fruit  of  die  vine  of  life)  in  the  kingdom  of  God  P 
Which  kingdom  was  at  hand  in  John's  time,  and  the  diiciples  of  Chrift 
were  to  pray  it  might  come  •,  and  the  apofUes,  and  they  afterwards  (that 
were  in  the  power,  in  the  life,  in  the  ri^hteoufnefs,  in  the  Joy  eternal)  did 
witneis  it  come.  For  mark :  die  promife  was  not  only  ot  a  kingdom  of 
[lory  hereafter,  when  the  body  is  laid  down ;  but  they  were  to  receive  the 
:in^om,  and  feel  an  entrance  (yea,  an  abundant  entrance)  into  the  ever- 
laftmg  kingdom  miniftered  to  them  even  then :  and  they  were  to  eat  bread 
in  the  kingdom,  and  drink  wine  in  the  kingdom,  even  new  bread,  and 
new  iwdne,  frefh  from  the  table  of  the  Lord,  yea,  and  with  the  Lord,  in 
his  prefence,  according  to  the  promife,  ht  woila  come  and  dweU  in  ibem^  and 
tvalk  in  tbem^  and  fup  with  tbem^  and  they  with  him.  And  thus  they  in  their 
day,  and  we  in  our  day  (blefled  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God)  eat  and 
drink  of  the  heavenly  bread  and  wine  of  the  kingdom  with  Chrift  therein  \ 
every  one  fitting  in  the  heavenly  place,  and  manfion  of  reft,  which  the 
Lord  hath  built  up  and  prepared  for  him. 

Siuery  2.  Have  not  thefe  outward  things  been  much  abufed,  and  the 
antichriftian  fpirit  (even  the  whorifti  fpirit,  which  hath  adulterated  from  the 
life  and  power  of  God)  appeared  in  them,  and  cried  them  up  ?  And  lurely, 
as  fo  cried  up  by  that  fpirit,  they  are  neither  of  nor  for  Chrift. 

And  confider  well  what  that  outward  court  was  which  God  gave  to  the 
Gendles,  and  what  the  worftiip  and  ordinances  of  the  outward  court  were ; 
and  whether  they  were  not  given  to  the  Gentiles  alfo,  and  whether  thefe  are 
any  part  of  them ;  for  if  fo,  then  they  belong  not  to,  nor  are  required  by,  the 
Lord,  of  the  inward  Jews,  who  are  of  the  circumcifion  in  the  heart,  and 
are  come  to  inherit  the  fubftance. 

Sluery  3.  Whether  there  be  any  virtue  in  thefe  things  in  themfelves,  with- 
out God*s  requiring  of  them  ?  Can  outward  water  wafti  the  foul  ?  Can  out- 
ward bread  and  wine  feed  or  refrelh  it  ?  Indeed  if  God  require  a  man  to 
wafti  his  body  with  water,  he  ought  to  be  fubjeft,  and  there  will  be  profit 
to;  him  in  his  fubjeftion ;  but  of  itfelf  it  is  but  a  bodily  exercife,  and  with- 
out God's  requiring  it,  it  would  be  but  wiU-worlhip,  and  profit  him  nothing 
at  all. 

Now  truly  the  Lord  did  never  require  this  of  us  •,  but  hath  fliewn  us 
the  water  wnich  our  fouls  and  bodies  had  need  of  to  be  waftied  with,  and 
the  bread  and  wine  which  they  are  to  be  fed  and  refreflied  with :  and  in  fol- 
lowing the  Lord  according  as  he  hath  led  us,  and  required  of  us,  we  have 
found  reconciliation,  life,  reft,  peace,  and  joy  with  our  Father,  and  pure 
rcfrefhment  from  him, 
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Slifery  4-  As  touching  duties :  Thcfe  ane  the  two  great  dtitics  wr  ari 
taught,  To  love  the  Loraoftr  God  with  aU  our  hearty  foid^  andj^t ;.  and  out 
neigbhuf  as  ourfihes.  And  thefe  we  learn  by  believing  in  him  whom  God 
hath  fcnt,  and  receiving  the  feed  of  life  from  him  ;  in  the  growth  whereof 
in  us  we  live»  and  are  made  one  with  him,  and  partakers  (^  the  abiHty 
which  is  of  him.  For  not  by  working  of  ourfclves  do  we  attain  to  this  j 
but  by  the  working  of  his  powerful  life  in  us,  throo^  his  mercy  to  us.  He 
circunicifeth  us,  he  cuts  on  the  enmity,  he  brings  untter  the  old  nature  and 
foirit  in  us,  and  then  the  new  iprings  up,  and  we  are  renewed  in  it.  And  in 
tnis  we  learn  and  are  made  able  to  love  the  Lord^  and  his  ch3dren,  and 
his  creatures,  yea,  all  that  is  of  him.  And  this  love  conftrains  us  to  obey 
the  Lord,  and  deny  all  for  him;  fo  that  we  can  fufier  any  thing  (through 
his  ftrength)  but  fin,  but  corruption,  but  unbelief,  but  difobedience  to  him. 
Yea,  this  makes  us  fo  tender  towards  him,  that  we  can  rather  part  with  all 
of  this  world,  than  the  integrity  and  fubjedtion  of  t)ur  ^irits  to  him  in  the 
ic;aft  thing  that  he  requires  of  us ;  his  truth  (and  our  teftimony  thereto)  in 
every  rcfpefl  being  far  dearer  to  us  than  our  lives,  and  all  the  enjoynacnts 
and  pleafurcs  of  this  prefent  world. 

From  thefe  two  great  duties  flow  many  others  as  towards  God ;  to  fear 
him  with  the  fear  which  is  not  taught  by  the  precepts  of  men,  but  which 
he  writes  in  our  hearts  ^  tt)  wait  upon  him  night  and  day  in  his  temple,  even 
in  the  holy  place  of  his  building  i  to  call  upon  him  in  the  motion,  guide- 
ance,  will,  and  help  of  his  Spirit  (for  indeed  when  once  we  learn  of  God» 
we  are  taught  to  pray  no  more  after  the  flelh,  no  more  after  the  will,  wif- 
dom,  or  way  of  man)  ^  as  alfo  to  be  fenfible  dt  his  goodnefs,  and  give 
thanks  to  him  In  every  condition. 

.  And  In  this  we  feel  his  prefence  and  acceptance,  as  the  Lonl  is  not  for* 
gotten  by  u^  *,  but  when  we  eat  and  drink,  walk  abroad,  or  ftay  at  home, 
we  feel  him  near,  and  our  hearts  acknowledge  him,  bow  to  hhn,  wait  upon 
him,  bleis  him,  praife  his  name,  and  Ipeak  words  concerning  faim,  or  to 
him,  with  the  outward  voice,  when  he  gives  them,  and  requires  them  of 
us ;  but  of  a  truth  we  dare  bring  no  facrifices  of  our  own,  nor  kindle  any 
fire  or  ^arks  of  our  own ;  but  wait  ibr  the  holy  breath.  Spirit,  and  power 
of  our  God,  to  perform  all  in  w,  and  by  us. 

But  now,  becaufe  we  do  not  pray  at  certain  fet-times  (as  we  fbrmefly 
were  wont  to  do)  nor  fpeak  words  before  and  after  meat  as  formerly,  and 
the  like,  ye  are  oflfended  with  us,  and  fay  we  deny  this  duty.  No,  no  ^ 
we  do  not  deny  to  God  die  prayer  whkh  is  from  the  birth  immortal ;  but  this 
we  fay^  and  fenfibly  feel,  prayer  is  a  gift,  and  the  ability  diereof  is  in 
God*s  Spirit ;  for  we  know  not  what  to  pray  for  as  we  oi^t,  nor  have 
3ve  a  power  in  us  to  pray  when  or  as  we  will  5  but  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  in 
his  breathing  in  us,  is  our  ability ;  and  we  are  to  wait  on  him  for  the 
moving  and  breathing  of  his  Spirit,  and  not  to  pray  of  ouxlelves,  or  in  our 
own  wills  or  times,  but  in  the  Father^s.    And  it  is  a  mighty  thing  to  fpeak  to 
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God  Jiii^t  in  prayer.  FIdh  oDuft  be  filent  before  him,  tod  kid  ftiU  and 
)qm  IB  his  prefence,  chat  thp  pure  fpring  ouiy  open,  the  pure  breath  breathy 
and  the  pure  voice  ifluc  forth ;  for  God  heareth  not  finners^  but  the  hon 
of  him  tW  doth  his  will.  This  muft  eveiy  ibul  witnefs  in  his  oieafure,  as 
Chr^  wicneifed  it  in  the  fulnefs  \  and  there  is  no  forving  God  aright,  or 
perfonniDg  any  duty  or  ordinance  of  worffaip  to  him  aright^  but  in  a  a9car 
fure  of  the  lame  life  and  Spirit  wherewith  Chrift  ferved  him. 

Now  I  do  not  only  own  the  ftate  of  the  Jews  in  their  integrity,  tnd  of 
the  primidve  Chriftians  in  theirs,  and  <^  what  the  Lord  tMtth  caufed  to 
Ineak  fixth  in  this  our  day,  but  I  alfo  own  all  the  a|]f)aaranGes  of  God  all 
along  the  night  of  the  apoftafy  in  the  holy  martyrs  and  wimefies,  which  he 
raifed  up,  and  enabled  to  bear  teftimony  to  his  truth,  and  againft  the  and* 
chriftian  praAices  of  many  in  that  dark  fu^t  of  the  apoftafy.  And  thus 
alio  I  own  all  the  work  of  God  in  ny  own  heart,  aiid  in  the  hearty  <^ 
others  (whom  he  pteafed  to  work  upon)  in  former  times ;  yea,  the  breath- 
ings and  ddSres  which  are  yet  in  the  hearts  of  any  after  the  Lord,  io  far 
as  they  are  in  the  truth,  and  of  and  fiiom  die  Lord,  I  cannot  but  own- 
But  the  Lord  hath  fliewn  me  that  there  is  a  ^at  mixture  in  mens  defires^ 
oikI  endeavours  after  him ;  and  that  the  evil  ^tt  (by  his  fubttlty)  doth.ofr 
ten  get  the  managing  of  them,  and  turn  the  very  Kal  and  earneftnefr  of 
the  mind  (through  prejudices  and  mifapprehenfions)  againft  the  Lord  and 
his  truth.  Now  this  is  a  very  dangerous  ftate,  and  there  are  fome  (wJiD 
litde  think  fo)  in  this  ftate,  doing  that  againft  the  Lord, .  and  againft  his 
Chrift,  his  truth,  his  people,  which,  if  ever  their  eyes  be  opened,  they  will 
mourn  bitterly  over ;  and  if  their  eyes  be  not  opened,,  but  they  walk  on  by 
a  wrong  light  (even  by  a  light  of  their  own  gathering,  imagining,  and 
conceiving)  whither  will  it  lead  them,,  and  what  will  their  end  be  ?  Oh! 
that  ye  could  hear !  Oh  I  that  ye  could  fear  aright !  Oh !  that  ye  could 
rightly  connderl  Oh!  that  yt  couU.  fed  the  life  and  power  of  the  Lord 
near  you,  the  Word  of  life  near  you^  even  as  near  as  ye  have  felt  the 
enemy  and  his  temptadons^  that  ye  might  partake  of,  and  witnefs  with 
joy,  the  virtue  and  redemption*  of  it  1  Oh  I  4liat  ye  could  once  aright  look 
upon  him  whom  ye  have  pierced,  and  yet  daily  pierce,  and  cannot  but 
pierce,  until  die  righteous  judgments  or  thp  Lord  be  povtred  out  on  die 
head  of  the  tranfereflbr  in  vou,  and  the  Lord  waited  upon,  feared,  and 
fubjcaed  to,  in  the  way  of  nis  judgments,  that  ye  may  feel  the  rcfining- 
ivork  finiffaed,  the  drois  burned  up,  tbk  isempk  pnsputd^  the  vefiel  hfought 
pure  out  of  the  furnace !  What  then  ?  Why  when  the  Lord  hath  buflt  up 
Sion,  prepared  his  temple,  cleanfed  his  houfe,  will  he  not  appear  there  in 
his  glory  ?  Shall  it  not  become  an  houfe  of  prayer,  of  pure  prayer,  and  of 
pure  praifes?  ShaM  t\Mt  be  any  lame  or  blind liscrifiocs  offered ti{ 


tip  thene  ? 
Shall  knot  be  die  beauty  of  bofinefi  indeed  ?  Sbl  not  die  iippearance  of 
^die  Lord  be  more  glorious  there  than  ever  it  was  m  the  tem^  and  ordi- 
nances under  the  law  f  Sbdl  not  amry  £ving  fioue  ilutin  b«ikiii^  fed  the 
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God  of  life  and  power  prefetit  lyf  *  trath,  and  feel  not  onty  the  eardi,  bot 
the  very  heavens  melt  before  Jsim  and  pais  away,  and  nothing  remain  Imc 
the  pare  light  and  life  of  the  Lamb  ? 

Words  and  promifes  ipoken  concerning  things  to  be  Ixou^t  forth  in 
the  gofpel-'ftate  do  not  go^  beyond  the  things  ^x>ken ;  but  the  things 
brought  forth  excel  and  go  beyond  the  words,  being  fa  fdt  and  enjoyed 
by  that  which  is  fitted  and  prepared  by  the  L^>rd,  as  words  cannot  utter. 
The  Lord  God  lead  all  that  rightly  defire  afber  him  into  the  right  way  (and 
prelerve  them  therein)  of  meeting  with  and  enjoying  what  their  hearts 
rightly  defire,  and  beat  back  the  enemy  in  all  his  devices  of  entangling^ 
perfdenng,  and  drawing  them  afide ;  that  tiiey  may  receive  the  covenant, 
the  new  covenant,  walk  with  God  in  the  light  thereof,  live  in  the  life  there- 
of, obey  through  the  power  thereof;  and  may  know  what  kind  of  meat 
*  and  drink,  what  joy,  delight,  and  j^deafore  it  is  to  the  Ibul  to  do  the  will, 
in  the  principle,  and  by  the  power,  of  the  new  life.  So  the  Lord  God  Al* 
<nighty,  the  creator,  gjuider,  and  prderver  of  his  Ifracl,  lead  you  out  of 
thed^nefs,  bring  you  dirough  the  wildernels,  reveal  the  hope  in  you,  and 
fl:ay  jrour  minds  thereon,  and  ^ve  you  to  feel  the  true  travel  and  faithful 
walking  with  him  in  the  footfteps  of  the  flock,  which  he  hath  led  and  is 
leading  hb  in,  and  unto  Ibme.  of  whom  (in  the  tender  mercy  which  from 
on  hign  hath  vifited  them)  he  hath  given  full  reft  and  fati^aftion  in  his 
truth. 


BRIEF     ACCOUNT 

OF    T.HE 

Ground  of  Certainty  and  Satisfaction,  which 
it  hath  pleatfed  the  L  o  r  o  to  eftablifh  in  vaj  Heart, 
concerning  Religion,  and  the  Things  of  His  King> 
dom. 

1H  AY  E  been  affiled  from  my  diildhood,  mourning  and  feeking  after 
tbe  Lord,  and  ft^aag  vetf  much  grief  and  pain  of  fpirit,  throu^  my 
fenfe  of  die  want  of  him.  I  hare  not  been  contented  with  the  wsf  <^  re- 
lipoa  I  was  educated  int  but  (through  that  of  God  which  fiiired  in  me) 
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ibund  great  defe&s  in  it^  and  was  diuvn  and  led  by  his  Spirit  to  A8Vt),tluo^ 
!£»  and  feek  further.  That  which  I  ftiU  ibqght  after  was^e  refting-placey 
the  life  of  my  foul,  and  power  and  prdence  of  the  Lord,  that  deayxiifira- 
tbn  of  his  Spirit  (as  toucaing  truth  and  the  way  of  God)  which  was  wit* 
nefled  in  the  days  of  the  apoiUes.  .  Now, ,  breathing,  after  thia^.but  not 
mcedng  with  it,  cau&d  unutterable  anguifh,  mifery,  and  diftrefs  in  my  hearts 
^  that  my  condition  could  not  be  hid  within  mine  own  breaft,  but.^my  fitf-^ 
row  alio .  brake  forth  in  the  iight  of  others. 

But  at  length  the  eternal  bowels  have  pitied  me,  and.  have  (benred  me 
the  place  of  the  fouPs  reft,  and  I  have  felt  tneetemal  ami  gathering. me  in- 
to^ and  giving  me  ibme  poiSfeflion  o^  a  meafiue  thereof^  fo^  chat  my  heart  is 
fatisfied  about  religion  and  the  things  of  God's  kingdon^  being  taught  of 
God  how  to  know  the  Pearl,  and  the  way  alfo  how  to  come  to  tnhem  ^d 
enjoy  it  \  and  in  that  way  I  have  had  great  experience  of  the  love,  mercy^ 
wifdom,  goodneis,  pQwer,  and  righteouihefs  of  the  Lord^  and  notwith** 
ftanding  all  my  foul's  enemies,  I  ftill  feel  his  prefence,  life,  and  power  to 
his  praife,  which  doth  the  work  in  me,  and  which  giveth  me  to  hope  in 
him,  and  wait  upon  him.  And  now  ia.bve  and  tendernefs  of  bowe]^  to 
others,  it  is  in  my  heart  to  anfwer  a  Queftion  or  two  about  the  ground  o£ 
the  afiurance  and  fatisfadioa  which  God  hath  given  my  foul  \  it  being  in  my 
heart  not  to  grieve  or  trouble  any,  but  only  to  be  helpful  in  holding  fonh 
what  the  Lord  hath  demonftrated  to  and  written  in  my  heart,  as  he  fhall 
draw,  move,  and  enable  my  fpirit  thereuinto ;  to  whom  my  foul  boweth^ 
and  giveth.  the  praife  all  that  he  hath  done  in  me,  and  pleafeth.by  his  Spirit 
and  power  to  work  through  me. ' 

Quell.  I.  U  mwf  be  enquired  byfime^  How  I  come,  io-knaw  the  Spirit  of  Gody 
and  bis  cburcb,  and  tbefcripures  of  tbe.bofy  men  io  be  written  by  the  infpiration 
and  leading  of  bis  Hofy  Spirit  i  and  bowl  know  tbe  motions  and  drawings  of  bis 
Spirit  in  me,  from  tbe  motions^  fw^^fii^ns^  and.  temptations  of  tbe  evtl  fpirit ; 
and  bow  I  am  fatisfied  that  I  amin  tbe  way  of  truth  and  life  eternat^  and  do  not 
wander  out  of  it^  and  err  from  it? 

Anfw.  Thus  I  know;  By  receiving,  joining  to,,  abiding  and  gxowing  up 
in  that  hdy  feed,  which  the  Father  of  fpirits  hath  fown  in  me.  There  is 
an  eled  feed  which  cannot  poiBbly  be  deceived, .  whkh  feed  the  Father, 
foweth,  and  caufeth  to  grow  in  the  hearts  di  them  that  receive  it  v  whofe 
earth  is  by  him  digged  and  prepared  for  it.  Now  I  have  fdt  this  feed  from« 
God,  this  hdy.  pure  thing,  whu:h  ther^is  no'thiag  like  for  ^mcue  todcxoel-^ 
lency.  Nothing  hatli  its  nature  befides  it,  nothing  manifefts.  the  Father 
but  it  \  the  heart  is  changed,  renewed,  reftored  intothe  holy  image  by  this, 
alone. 

In  this  feed  there  is  no.  deceit^  no  deceit  ever  came  from  it,,  no  ()eeeit 
ever  entered  into  it,  nor  can ;  and  from  the  day  that  I  have  known  it,  I 
have  always  felt  prefervation  by  it,  while  my  heart  hath  been  kept  to  it. 
Mine  eye  never  mif-iaw  in  it,  mine  ear  never  mif-heard  in  it^.  m;  heart  ne«- 
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Vcv' mtltmdctftobii  in  it  $  Imt  has.  Lhvre  £ek  ghren  ta  me>  mfd  mmtimA 
k>  mc  bf  God»  the  eye  whidi ,  fees,  tbe  car  w>i(^h  he^ca^  the  beart  whi(& 
tmdeiftands  die  Uungs  of  his  kit^dom ;  ami  here  tbe  eatrame  hath  been 
mlmfkred  iaa>  tl^c  e\^echft]og  kingjdMi)  where  Ood  reveab  by  his  Spirit 
file  tsaftcWKS  of  Us  Icingdsna,  vmch  adi  elfe  are  Jhui  out  of,  but  this  feed 
and  die  hir«b  which  i&4if  it.  And  wbfiQ  ^  enemy  hath  at  any  time  in  my 
travels,  t^  any  tempudon  or  device,  got  ia  aoy  degree  between  my  bvk 
and  this  feed;  then  a darknefs,  ato6,  doubts,  fears,  troubles,  &c  have£b 
€if  come  en^v  my  fouL 

QmQL  7.  Butbtm  kmm  I  iids  JMj^m^  /omt^nquhre? 

A$f^.  By  ita  natune,  by  its  ptopertks^  bj  ks  maaifeftieg  of  itielf  in  my 
hear*,  b  hatb  that  1^^  that  fifc»  dittt  power  in  it^  which  I  never  met 
^h  a»y*where  elfe«.  it  bniifetk  the  head  of  the  Serpent  at  its  pleafiue, 
whertby  I  know  it  ta  be  tbe  fred  of  the  woman.  It  da&eth  in  ineces  (thra* 
Mycdaon  to  it)  wbatever  i&  coattairy  m  God^  and  brtngeth  up  his  hdy  na* 
tore  in  me*  It  ib  bcisigedi  me  into  ^  very  tnaage  of  Ms  Son,  that  what  I 
read  in  tbe  icripcnres  cooocrning  the  nature,  rightcouiheis,  and  work  of  lal- 
vation  by  Chfin,  I  find  Anrmed  and  iJMMgui^  up  ia  mine  own  heart,  as  I 
am  gath^cd  into,  and  brong^  foctb  in,  this  feed.  Yea,,  I  naily  fwl  that  I 
am  bom  o^  God^  SpkiCy  fo  £u:  as  I  am  born  of  thaa.  Here  I  feeU  know* 
undstftand,  and  am  acqusniiird  vritfai  the  fuhftaocc,  the  thing  itfel^ 
which  aM  the  types  and  figures  of  die  law  fliadowed  out  Here  I  meed 
the  citcumcifion  wUch  is  without  outward  hands  $  the  baptiim  which  ia 
without  oivwtfd  w«ter ;  tba  fiipper  of  the  Lord,  which  ia  withcnit  outwatd 
bread  or  wine ;  and  here  I  know  the  true  Jew,  whi^nadire^  ijpirit,  weiks,. 
and  ways,  ai«  att  of  God,  m  and  duough  his  Son  ^ua  Ghiift.  .  And  here 
1  nwft  profefsi  i  cam»t  doubt  oooeenting  the  dibga  of  God^  b«t  in  the 
li^t  and  aaoindiig^  of  Ab  feed^  fte  bom  the  neq^ery  of  iinqjaky,  and 
the  myflcry  of  goiffineft^  and  the  wajfa  and  wockhiga  or  each  %arit,  both 
iMiaidfy  and  owtwaidly ;  and  my  umt^  with  die  one  (through  the  tender 
mercy,  goodnefs,  love,  and  power  of  the  Load,  sA  which  are  herein  re* 
vented),  and  aro  fiqaaracioa  mm  tbe  other. 

And  this  is  tnetme  wsp  of  c^ftamty  aod  fitisfibQaon,  which  is.  of  God, 
and  will  tfand,  wheft  dl  the  feverak  ways  dF  mena  inveittioni  will  fiul  of 
what  theytpfomift  to  nwv  and  £dk  ia  the  fight  of  men.  For  this  feed  and 
lurtb  of  God  ape  to  be  ackaorwledgod,  and  leiga  in  the  day  of  lus  power, 
and  not  another.  And  it  ia  the  day^  of  his  power  ia  feme,  aad&aU  be  the 
day  of  his  poweff  m  others  ^  for  darknefs  or  deitth  fiiall  not  pfcrail  to  bruag 
the  lift  of  the  ^n  Scm  into  thefepulchreor  grave  ag^;  b«i he  fliaU  ride 
on  conquering  and  to  conquer,  fubduing  and  to  fubdue,  reisning  and  to 
mgn^  tmdl  M  hatb  bfot^^  alt  dungs  under  the  domsaion  or  the  Father's 
power.  • 
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A  QUESTION  anfwered  about  the  Way  of  know- 
ing  the  Motions,  Dodrines,  and  Teachings  of 
Christ's  Spirit 

Queft.  T.TO^  mojf  a  man  know  the  motions^  doSrims^  and  teachings  of 
X  J[  Cbrift*s  Spirit  inwardfyj  from  the  Receivable  mavingSy  appeartngs^ 
and  workings  of  a  contrary  fpirit?  And  how  may  a  ptan  know  concerning  the. 
doSrines  that  others  tiachy  whether  they  fpeak  from  Chrift^  or  whether  they  ^eak 
of  tbemf elves  ? 

Anfw.  This  is  a  great  matter  indeed,  and  he  muft  firft  receive  fome- 
what  from  God,  who  is  able  to  do  this.  He  muft  be  born  of  the  wifilom 
that  is  from  above,  he  muft  receive  a  fpirit  of  difceming  from  God,  he 
muft  receive  fbmewhat  of  the  flieep's  ear,  fi>mewhat  of  the  holy  under- 
ftanding,  whereby  he  may  be  made  able  to  diftingui(hfpiritualsi  and  put  a 
diflference  between  the  pure  and  impure ;  between  the  pretender  to  the 
things  of  God,  and  him  which  is  indeed  of  God*  There  is  a  balance  of 
the  fanduary  appointed  to  weigh  fpiritual  things  and  appearances  in ;  and 
by  this  balance  alone  are  they  truly  and  rightly  difcemed  and  diftingui(hed  i 
and  this  balance  is  in  the  fanduary,  in  the  holy  heavenly  place  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  where  the  true  weight  of  fpiritual  things  (or  thin^  that  pretend  to 
be  truly  ibiritual  and  living,  but  are  not)  is  {|iven  and  difcemed.  But  he 
that  weigns  without  this,  lie  that  weighs  by  his  own  judgment  and  under- 
ftanding,  by  his  own  comprehenfion  and  conceivings ;  ne  weighs  by  that 
which  is  uncertain,  changeable,  and  fallible,  and  turns  up  and  down  accord- 
ing to  the  appearances  of  things  to  him,  but  judgeth  not  the  righteous 
judgment,  which  is  firom  the  fenfe,  and  in  the  light,  of  truth. 

Therefore,  oh !  that  men  were  humble,  tender,  meek,  and  fenfible  of 
their  inability  to  judge  as  of  themfelves,  that  they  might  fee  their  need  of 
this  gift  of  God,  and  wait  upon  him  for  it ;  being  in  the  mean  time  as  the 
weaned  child,  not  meddling  with  things  too  hi^h  for  them,  but  keeping 
and  abiding  low  in  fear  and  fubje&ion  to  that  which  the  Lord  hath  already 
made  mamfeft  to  them.  For  what  man  is  there,  to  whom  the  Lord  hath 
not  already  (in  his  tender  mercy  and  goodnefs)  made  fomewhat  of  himfelf 
manifeft  ?  Who  is  there,  who  by  the  light  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  his  con- 
fciciice,  knoweth  not  fome  evil  which  he  ought  to  leave  undone,  and  fomc 
good  which  he  ought  to  do  ?  Now  this  is  the  way  of  God,  and  the  work 
which  man  (hould  be  exercifcd  in,  to  feel  his  mind  gathered  into  that  which 
teachcth  thiis,  that  he  might  receive  power  from  the  Lord  to  ccafe  to  do  the 
evil  which  he  is  thus  warned  by  him  of,  and  to  do  the  good  whidi  is  thua 
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required  of  him.  For  thus  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  teacheth  and  requireth 
of  men^  even  inwardly  in  their  fecret  parts,  iectetly  quickening  and  en- 
livening them  in  fome  meafure,  and  giving  them  a  fenfe  of  their  fin,  death, 
feparation  from  him,  miilery  and  dan^r  thereby  *»  fibr  where  there  j«  anf 
fight  ef  finj  and  any  fenfe  of  the  burden  thereof,  there  is  fomc  llfe^  fome 
light,,  fome  Utck  (tirrings  of  ^e  life,,  and  fomq  qwfeerangs  tfaeleb;^  with- 
out which  this  fenfe  could  not  be.     Now  mark. 

Are  not  here  the  drawings  of  the  Father  ?  Arc  not  here  the  teachings  of 
the  Father,  though  but  in  a  little  meafure;  yet  true,  yet  living?  Is  not 
here  fome  kttle  difcei^ning  given  between  die  precious  and  the  vik  v  between 
fomewhai  that  is  of  God,  and  fonnewhat  that  is  agamft  him  ?  Weft  then,  here 
-is  the  gift  of  cHfceming^  though  in  a  poor,  kiw,  little,  weak  meafure ;  stnd  that 
HMM  who  peceifvech  tki%  receiveth  the  be^nings  of  tiie  gift,  fomewhat  of 
the  gift,  whereby  he  may  be  able  to  difcern  and  diftinguilh  a  little  about 
^pmtual  things,  fo  far  as  the  light  and  ability  of  the  g^  in  hhn.  extendeth. 

Now  rWs  is  man^s  work  (and  in  this  Kes  hi^faffety),.  to  come  hither,  abide 
here,  and  grow  here*  Not  to  judge  out  of  tfhis ;  to  judge  no  ferther  con^ 
eerning  the  things  of  God,  than  this  judgeth  in  him ;  to  keep  the  judg- 
menc  whitb  he  hath  from  tliis ;  not  hearkening  to  the  fubtil  devices  of  the 
enemy,  which  will  ftrive  afterward  to  cloud  his  mind,  delude  and  deceive 
him,  with  a  falfe  appearance  of  wife  reafonings  artd  difputings  of  his  own, 
or  firoiti^  other  men,  to  make  him  believe  othcrwife.  And  fo  keeping  what 
ground  be  hath  gained,  he  is  to  wait 'for  more  of  this  Kght,  more  of  this 
kfe,  more  of  this  virtue,  that  his  foul  may  grow  up  and  incieafe  therein, 
that  his  eye  may  be  ftfengthened  to  fee  ftirther,  anci  his  ear  to  hear  further, 
And  his  heart  to  embrace  more  of  the  inftru£tions  and  direftions  of  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord,  unto  and  in  the  way  of  the  kingdom. 

Therefore  the  man  that  would  meet  with,  and  receive  from  God,  the  gifk 
of  difceming,  let  him  mind  the  prefent  manifefbttion  of  God*s  light  from 
his  Spirit  in  his  •heart-,  embrace  that,  fdl  in  with  that,  take  heed  of  the 
reafonings  of  the  mind  againft  tlie  convictions  and  dcmonffa-ations  of  God's 
Spirit,  but  receive  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  even  the  lowefl  appearance  of 
truth,  about  the  leaft  and  moft  defpifeable  diings,  and  give  up  feithfully  to 
the  Loni  therein,  without  murmuring,  without  difpuring,  widiout  confuk- 
fa)g  with  flefli  and  blood.  And  he  that  is  faithful  to  the  light  of  the  Spirit 
(cwrf  to  the  difceming  which  is  thereby)  in  the  litde,  he  ftiall  receive  more, 
he  ihall  have  his  light  and  difceming  thereby  increafed,  as  his  need  requireth. 
But  he  that  ftands  difputing,  and  would  have  all  his  way  made  clear  to  him, 
before  he  fets  one  ftep  in  it ;  he  is  far  from  becoming  that  child,  which  die 
Father  teacheth,  and  adminiftereth  an  entrance  into  the  kingdom  to. 

This,  in  effcd,  was  the  very  anfwer  which  Chrift  gave  to  this  thing  in  the 
days  of  his  flefh,  when  there  were  great  difputes  concerning  his  doftrine^ 
how  to  know  whether  it  was  of  God  or  no.  What  was  the  rcfolution  he 
gave  of  this ;  ^  a9tf  mm^  faith  he,  mil  do  bis  wili^  be  fiaU  kwoo  of  tbit 
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doMMi  Vibftbir  if  if^^ofCcd^or  tpbetber  I  fpeak  d  ^^t  Joto  yiu  ly. 
Wouldil  tbou  ]vaqm  oi  tbe  Son's  dodrioe  ?  Wouldil  thou  know  whether  it 
be  the  do&rine  of  the  Son  iadeedy  the  do&ine  of  him  who  comes  from  the 
Father  ?  Yes^  very  fain,  will  the  iipright  heart  (ay ;  dx !  that  I  might  know 
coocserning  what  riles  and  opens  in  my  hearty  whether.it  be  from  uie  Spirit 
of  God,  or  from  the  toqt  of  deceit  in  me  i  Why  this  is  the  way ;  do  the. 
Father's  will 

Ot^e6t.  Do  the  Father^s  wUli  wiy  what  a»  anjkii^  is  this !  Tie  dijiute  is 
about  ihe  Fatbitss  wilL  Is  not  the  doSrine  of  the  Son  the  Father^ s  mil  /  How 
CM  I  do  the  Father's  wilk  fobkb  the  Son  is  to  teach  me^  until  I  firjk  know  ^ 
the  Son*s  doBrim. 

Anfw.  It  is  true,  the  Son's  dodrine  is  the  Father's  will,  and  thou  qanft . 
not  do  the  Father's  will  but  as  thou  received  the  Skm's  dodrine*  But 
mark ;  There  are  disputes  in  thy  mmd  about  fomewhat  of  the  Son's  dofbine^ 
whether  it  be  his  doArine  or  no  v  fomewhat  alfo  about  inward  motions^ 
workings,  and  fiirrings  in  thee,  whiqh  thou  wouldft  fain  know  whence  they 
are.  Now  the  queftion  is  concemiog  the  way  how  tho^u  mayeft  attain  t» 
this ;  how  thou  mayeft  come  to  ^  certain  ^d  fatisfadory  knowledge  here- 
in ?  Which  is,  not  by  entering  into  reaibdin^  and  cfilbmtes  about  thdie 
things  whereof  thou  doubteil,  but  by  ooming  into  thaf  wnerein  and  where* 
by  they  are  made  mani&ft;  and  that  is  by  coming  into  obedience. to  the 
Father  in  that,  which  he  hath  already  made  manifeft  ^  for  in  that  light  (to 
them  that  bdieve  in  it)  and  in  obedience  thecetjo  (be  it  ever  fo  little,  or  the 
manifellation  ever  fo  imall),  the  Father  will  reveal  n^r&  and  fiive  to  that 
heart  and  mind  to  be  lenfible  of  what  ispf  hia?,  and  what  is  of  tlie  eoemy^ 
£>  far  as  is  needful  for  it  as  yet  to  know.  For  wife  and.  abiblute  judgment 
in  all  things,  is  not  ncceflary  for  a  ba^  \  but  (^^  to  l^now  the  breai^  and 
to  receive  from  it  the  milk,  by  which  it  k  to  be  fed  that  it  nuy  grow.  This 
)S  enough  in  its  prefent  fljate;  yet  if  thei«  be  need.of  .ilrength  at  any  time 
to  ftiU  the  enemy  and  the  avenger,  the  Lord  will  reveal  it  m  the  heart,  and 
brviig  it  forth  out  of  the  mouths  of  the  b^s  and  i^cklings,  to  the  perfed- 
ing  of  his  praife. 

So  mind  and  learn  d\e  way,  O  ye  that  are  iimple-hearted  (and  truly  de- 
fire  after  the  Lord,  and  the  purity  and  {)oWer  of  his  kingdom),  and  take 
heed  of  the  wrong  way  ^  take  heed  of  man'^  way,  which  is  by  coniiilting 
with  his  own  wifdomt  and  weighing  tbi^g;  in  the  balance  of  his  own  reafoii 
and  vnderftanding ;  and  thus  he  nuy  weig^  fcriptures  writ}ten  in  former  ages, 
and  the  appearances  of  God  in  this  agp,  and  err  in  heart,  mind  and  judg- 
ment concerning  them  both,  all  his  days.  But  he  that  waits  on  theX^ord  m 
fear,  and  in  obedience  to  that  which  is  already  made  manifeft,  not  ,deiiring 
knowledge  from  Gpd  in  his  own  will,  time*  or  way,  but  in  the  Lord's,  wHo 
perfedly  knows  every  one's  ftate,  and  what  is  fit  for  him ;  he  (hall  know  con- 
cerning every  dodrine  his  heart  d^iireth  to  be  inilru£bed  in,  in  the  Lord'^ 
leafpn  \  and  in  the  mean  time  the  Locd  will  feed  him  with  food  conve- 
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xAtnty  And  cloathe  hitn  with  dbatfaitig  itotivenierit ;  and  there  fhafi  be  libr 
want  to  him,  who  bdweth  before  the  Lord  in  what  is  already  made  manHbft, 
and  waiteth  for  his  fiiftber  maniieftations  and  aj^pearances.  But  the  wife 
hunter  after  knowledge  before  the  Lord  leads,  andfurther  than  he  leads 
and  teaches;  this  is  the  firft  birth,  which  is  excluded  the  kingdom  and  the' 
myfteries  thereof:  this  is. he  who  always  defptfed  a»id  would  ftill  kill  the 
heir,  that  the  inheritance  might  be  his  •,  but  the  inheritance  is  appointed 
for,  and  given  to,  another ;  even  to  the  Lamb^s  nature,  the  Lamb's  Spirit, 
the  Lamb*s  innoccticy,  the  birth  of  another  wifdom,  which  is  a  fboiifh 
weak  birth  in  hi»  eye,  and  not  worthy  at*  alf  to  inherit ;  but  it  is  the  Fa- 
ther's pleafure  to  give  the  kingdom  and  inheritance  of  life  everlafiing  to 
thcfc.-  .,  . 

To  ipeak  yet  a  little  more  plainly,  and  bring  k  yet  a  fittle  clofer  to  the 
heart,  if  it  may  be.  It  hath  pleafed  the  Father,  in  this  day  of  his  love  and 
power,  to  gather  a  little  flock  out  of  the  world  (and  all  worldly  profelfions 
of  worlhip  and  religion)  to  himfelf.  This  flock  he  hatJi  gathered  by  a  poor, 
iittle,  low  thing  in*  their  hearts,  excrcifing  them  thereby  in  poor,  mean, 
and  contemptible  ways  to  the  eye  of  the  world,  and  to  all  the  profeflions  of 
man*s  wifdom;  and  by  this,  and'  concerning  this,  he  teftifieth  (through 
thofe  whom  he  hath  gathered)  to  others.  And  the  teftimony  doth  evidence 
itfelf  (through  the  power  of  the  Spirit)  to  all  that  wait  upon  God  for  an  ear, 
and'  hear  in  the  fimplicity  thereof. 

Now  when  we  tell  men  of  a  divine  princijJe,  of  a  feed  of-  God,  wherein 
their  religion  is  to  begin,  and  from  whicit  it  is  to  grow^  and  whereof  they 
are  to  be  bom ;  this  will  enter  into  many,  yea  many  will  aflfent  to  be 
drawn  fb  far  as  to  wait  inwardly  for,  and  upon  this.  -  But  now  when  this 
begins  to  ftii^  and  move  in  them,  it  is  in  fuch  a  way,  and  many  times 
about  fuch  low,  mean,  contemptible  things  in  their  eyes,  that  they  are  very 
apt  to  defpiie  it,  and  enter  into  difputes  againft  it,  and  fo  mifs  of  the  en« 
trance,  and  can  never  thus  enter  into  it ;  but  inftead  diereof  are  filled  with 
doubts  about  the  leader  and  his  nK>ti(ms,  and  puzzled*  and  entangled  in 
their  minds,  and  ftopt  at  the  very  beginning.  And  fo,  though  they  de- 
fire  much,  and  hope  much ;  yet  all  comes  to  Ktde,  becaufe  the  enemy  hath 
poflefled  their  minds  with  a  deWce  of  his  fubtilty,  as  if  thefe  were  fmall 
things  and  of  little  concernment.  That  which  they  want  is  the  powerful 
life,  the  clear  Hght,  &r.  and  fo  their  minds  are  taken  up  with  thtlughts 
about  thele  great  things,  and  delkes  after  thefe  great  things,  and  they  over- 
look the  way  wherein  and  whereby  thefe  are  to  be'  witneifed  and  obtained. 

For  the  Lord  God,  in  his  infinite  wifik>cn,  picked  out  thefe  contemptible 
tilings  to  ezercife  his  flock  by,  and  to  lead  them  in.  And  whatever  men 
may  think  of  them,  yet  none  knows  (but  they  who  experience  it)  how 
hafd  it  is  to  follow  and  fubjeft  to  the  Lord  in  thefe,  and  how  much  they 
bow  down  and  break  the  earthly  and  undrcuiMcifed  fpirit  in  a  man.  Now, 
Friend,  thou  who  dcfireft  lifo  from  God,  oh !  aike^heed<hoa  d^  not  boat 
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bi^k  'the  brgiM^igif  of  Us  iife»  and  the  redempckm  of  thy  Ihul,  bjr  de-. 
fptfing  and  overkxituag  the  day  of  fmall  things.  Why  may  not  God  chufe. 
to  lead  thee  in  the  way  that  he  hath  led  the  r^  of  his  flock  ?  Why  fliouldft 
not  thou  aifo  come  to  deny  the  cuftoms  and  vanities  of  this  world  (and 
oome  into  that  which  as  fin^^le  and  phiin),  and  ftand  in  die  will  and  life  of 
God  out  of  them  ?  Are  not  the  ways^  cuftoms,  and  vanities  of  the  worid» 
of  the  fpirit  of  the  woiid,  and  not  of  the  Father  ?  Did  they  not  come  from 
the  corrupt  part  ?  Are  they  not  of  the  corrupt  part  ?  Do  they  not  pteafe 
the  corrupt  part  ?  Muft  they  not  be  left  behind  by  him  that  travels  into  the 
feed,  is  one  with  the  feed,  and  lives  in  the  feed  ?  Why  wilt  thou  ftick  in 
thefe  things  ?  Why  wilt  thou  difpute  about  tfaefe  things  ?  Oh  I  feel  the  Fa- 
ther's drawings,  firft  out  of  the  world,  firft  out  of  that  which  is  not  of  the 
Father,-  but  of  the  world;  that  he  may  draw  thee  forther  and  further,  even 
into  the  kingdom  and  power  everlafting,  which  are  many  days  journey  be- 
yond thiit  whicb  tbolu  ftickeft  at.. 

Now  mind  and  remember  this  which  ibUowetfa : 

•        •  • 

In  the  days  of  Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  God  chofe  the  fodifli  things,  and 
the  weidc  things,  and  things  that  were  not,  to  hide  the  path  of  hfe,  and 
the  myfteries  of  his  kingdom,  from  the  wife  learching  eye  of  man  in  thofe 
days.  Why  may  he  not  chufe  the  ly^e  things  now  ?  Why  may  he  not  now 
reveal  things  to  the  babes,  and  not  ta  the  wife  of  this  agp  and  generation  ? 
Why  may  it  not  be  to  hk  glory,  to  have  it  now  faid  aUb,  Where  is  tbt 
vrife  ?  fVben  is  the  Scrike  (where  is  the  learned  man)  ?  Wbere  is  the  dijputer 
of  this  wmrld  f  Can  any  of  them  find  out  that,  or  any  d[  them  difcern  that; 
which  God  revealeth  to  his  htde  ones?  No^  no:  They  are  generally  got 
too  high  above  that  tit^,  low,,  tender,  meek,  fenfible  principle,  in  the  faith 
whereof,,  and  in  obedience  whereto,  the  teachings  of  God  are  received,  and 
his  life  and  power  witaefled  And  beoaufe.  <^  their  riches^  wifdom,  and 
knowled«  out  of  this,  thercrfbre  is  the  entnuice  into  the  pui»  living  truth 
(which  cfeanfeth  the  mind,  aiid.keepeth  it  clean^  which  c^ckeneth.  it,  and 
keepeth  it  living,  to  them  id  exceeding  difficult. 

And  as  the  prtncifde  is  little,,  the  feed  of  the  kmgjdom  little  (like  a  grain 

of  muftard-feed),.  the  leaft  oC  all  feeds ;  fd,  why  may  not  its  appearance  alfo 

be  little,  even,  in  low  weak  tlungs,  defpUeable  to  man's  eye  and  wifdom ; 

which  man  fees  nothing  in,  and  may  account  of  no  value  ?  And  yet,  the 

powet  of  the  oofs  (which  bnng$  down,  and  flays  the  corruptible),,  and  the 

refurre6bon  of  the  life,  may  be  witnefled  and  felt  in  them.    The  fMliJbneJs 

of  God  is  foijir  fbai^mth  sndjie  weaknefs  of  Godisftronger  thun  men:  and 

he  knoweth  what  he  doth.in  leading  has  children,  in  this  contemptible  path, 

and  by  thefe  contempdfaJe  exercifes^  which  all  that  is  wife,  high,  lofty,  and 

afpiring,  according  to  iht  flafli,  may  eafily  overlod^  and  flight,  but  can 

hardly  ftoop  dowa  and  fubfeft  to. 

God. 
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God  is  die  feme  thst  ever  hQ  w» ;  and  he  fl^  alfmon  in  thew^f  of  faifl 
own  wifiiom,  and  out  ^  man^  ^  and  he  diat  will  partake  of  God's  wifdom 
muft  detiy  and  keep^uc  ^of  his  own;  His  touchsii  his  drawings^  his  teach- 
iligs^  his  Offings,  his  love,  b»  peace,  his  joy,  hb  fiveettieis^  iic.  ut  )ct 
ferth  upon,  fek,  and  enjoyed. by  the  ftnd^  in  die  aev  creattoo,  ia  the  nem 
fenfe,  in  the  denial  and  paffing  out  of  the  okL 
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ToUChiog  the   OofrP  £  Ir-R E  S  T,    CV .  S  A B B  AT  H. 

*  *  • 

WHAT  is  die  gofpel.reft?  What  is  the gol{kl4abbadi ?  Is  itaflnu 
dow,  as  that  of  the  law  was  ?  Or  is  it  the  fubftance  of  that  which 
the  law  ihadowed  out  ^ 

The  law  was  given  fy  Mofes.  Mofes,  by  the  command  of  God,  gave 
fcmh  the  fliadows  of  die  heavenly  dungs  under  the  law;  But  grace  and  irutb 
iome  by  JefiisfS^.  The  true  £d>bach,  die  true  ncft,  cbe  law  of  the  Spine 
of  life,  in  and  to  die  true  Jews,  cx>nies  by  him.  The  law  of  Mofes  had  the 
Aadow  of  the  good  things  to  oome;  which  good  thidgs  tfaemfeWes  the 
gofpel  contains,  brining  life  and  imnoftaiity  to  l^t,  and  the  find  into  the 
enjoyment  and  poflemon  of  die  hmnreidy  things  diemfehes. 

The  apoftle  d^utes  die  ca&  about  bochdiefe,  SU^.  iv.  both  about  the 
ftrenth  day  of  roft,  and  about  die  land  of  reft ;  dicwing,  that  they  wenc 
neither  of  them  the  fubftance  \  they  w«re  but  die  lofts  widch  'weve  to  pais 
away.  B«it  befidesthem,  there  was  a  xwft  remMiing,  adarof  mA  ismain-> 
iiig,  a  land  of  fdft  vemaioing ;  w4ieroof  they  bodi  (bodi  tne  outward  fab* 
bath  of  reft,  and  the  land  of  reft  under  the  law)  wm  liguies. 

Now,  fon  wilom  did  this  reft  remain  P  Why,  k  remained  for  die  true 
Jews,  for  befi^Niei?,  for  die  ipirkual  drcurndfioii  ib  die  dmes  of  the  gC3%eK 
And  we  (faid  he)  who  have  believed^  da  aiUtinUir^.  The  £dth  gives  en* 
trance,  ^Son's  faith ;  tike  £suth  which  ftands  inthe  power,  the fauh which 
is  viiftory,  and  gives  v\i8i&rj  over  fin  and  the  wwld,  temovei  the  moumains 
and  difficukies  which  ftand  in  die  way,  and  gives  entrance  into  the  golpel- 
reft.  Faith,  which  is  ft'om  and  iof  the  power  of  tkrendleft  life,  puts  fin 
under,  brings  down  felf,  gathers  oian  into  a  new  princqde,  brings  man 
forth  in  a  new  principle,  caufeth  him  to  4ive  and  aft  ia  a  new  pdnciple^ 
&r.  And  as  man  comes  thidier,  and  that  fife  rifeth  and  hath  power  in  him, 
it  caufedi  him  to  reft  from  his  own  works,  and  to  wut  for  aad  experience 
God,  in  and  through  Chrift,  to  work  aU,  and  iie  afi  in  him. 

The  apoftSe  Beter  aHb  ipeaks.  of  this  reft^  >aiid  declares  how  it  is  attained^ 

even  by  fufiering  in  the  fiefli.  He  thai  iatb  fyff^^  (^^^  ^)  ^  ^beJh/^ 

batb 
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bMb  H9fi4  frm  fin^  i  PMtr  i\r.  i.    It  is  dit  ficftdf  pot,  the  diottns  in  the 
flelh,  from  whence  fin  arifeth. 

Lufi^  when  it  is  ccncewed^  Mtlgetb  f&rtb  fin.  Now  Chrift  htth  prepared 
sfrrd  appCMfHed  a  croft,  d  fpiritua)  yoke,  to  bring  down  the  fkfh,  wfakfa 
caufeeh  great  fufiering  in  the  flefli  to  kirn  that  taketh  it  upon  him.  To 
deny  aH  ungoAinefs,  and  every  worldly  \\A^  motion,  defirs,  and  delight  of 
the  fle(h)y  mind  and  nature,  ^there  i^  a  (ore  fuffcring  to  the  earthly  part^ 
but  yet  this  brmgeth  down  the  earthly  part  in  all  that  take  it  iip^  ami  help- 
eth  and  caufeth  to  ceafe  from  fin.  And  he  that  hath  taken  up  the  cruls 
wholly,  and  felt  the  thomugh  work  of  it,  and  fiiflbred  bk  the  fltih  the  park- 
ing witb  and  crucifying  al)  that  is  of  the  flefli,  that  which  would  caufe  him 
to  fin  is  flain  in  him,  and  he  ceafeth  from  fin.  Then  he  is  in  the  reft^ 
then  he  keeps  the  neft  fuHy;  then  ht  knows  the  )ioke  and  crofs,  which 
was  once  burdenfome  to  him,  to  become  eafy  and  delightful,  that  being 
worn  out  in  him  to  which  it  was  painful. 

Now  he  that  is  in  meafiire  delivered,  that  hath  in  meafiire  fiifiefied^  find- 
eth  fome  reft,  and  may  in  ibnfte  meafiire* keep  the  fabbath  %  yea,  in  the  faidn 
the  weakeft  babe  (abiding  there)  cannot  but  keep  the  fabbath,  and  ofier  up 
the  facrifices,  and  perform  the  fervices  therebf  to  the  Lord.  Fcx*  tfe  wor- 
fliip  of  the  New-Teftament  rektes  not  t&  outward  times  or  days )  but  is  in 
the  Spirit,  in  the  truth,  in  the  name,  in  the  power,  in  the  fubftMce,  on  thft 
day,  and  in  the  tinfies  and  feafoas  which  the  Lord  hath  made,  and  flMkes^ 
in  the  fpirits  of  his  people. 

And  here  that  fcripture  is  witnefled  to  thofe  that  are  bom  of  the  Spirit, 
and  live  in  the  Spirit,  and  walk  after  the  Spirit :  finfintU  not  have  damiman 
over  you  %  for  ye  are  not  under  the  lawj  but  under  grace.  Who  are  not  under 
the  law,  but  under  grace  ^  Why  they  that  are  gathered  by  the  grace,  that 
hear  the  vm:e  of  God  in  the  gface,  dra^ng  and  enabling  tttem  to  follow; 
they  whom  the  grace  overfiiadows  from  the  power  and  dominion  of  fin ; 
they  are  under  it,  they  are  flieketed,  ftfved,  and  preferved  by  it. 

He  ibat  is  bom  of  God  finnetb  not^  but  obgetb  tbe  grace  ;  but  he  that  com** 
HHtcedi  fin,  is  the  fervanc  of  fm,  and  not  yet  m^e  fbee  by  the  grace  and 
power  of  the  Son  from  it.  Yea,  the  Son  gpves  that  freedom  in  his  day 
from  fin,  and  the  power  of  Satan,  as  they  that  ara  out  of  the  ligbt  of  his 
day  cannot  ib  much  as  befieve ;  but  they  that  are  fathered  into,  and  walk 
in  the  light  thereof,  they  witnefs  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
makiAg  them  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death.  What !  is  the  ftioftger 
than  the  ftrong-man  come,  with  his  law  and  power  of  the  endlefs  life,  and 
fhall  not  he  manifeft  his  dominion  in  the  heart  over  the  law  of  fin  and 
death  ?  Yea,  as  it  is  received,  and  let  in,  it  works  out,  overcomes,  bears 
down,  over-runs  the  law  of  fin  and  death;  and"  that  promifc  is  witnefled, 
fulfiUed,  O  death!  I  will  be  tbydeatb. 

And  if  God,  by  the  power  and  breath  of  his  Holy  ^wit,  with  the  living 
powerful  lawa  thereof,  iill  fin  and  death  in  the  heart,  what  IhaU  o^adce  them 

alive 
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alive  again  ?  No,  no  *,  Chen  they  are  d^ad  indeed,  and  the  kingdom  and 
reign  ofChrift  is  witnefled  in  that  ibuL 

Then  the  birth  of  life  is  wicncfled;  then  th^  man-child  is  witneflTed,  rule- 
ing^.with  a  rodof  iron,  da(hing  in  pieces  all  motions  and  temptations  to  cor* 
rupticm,  and  all  that  would  deBle,  fo  that  they  cannot  enter  the  mind ; 
and  guarding  it  in  the  pure  peace,  unfpeakable  joy,  and  reft  of  the  Son 
continually.  And  there  it  is  as  truly  witnefied  inwardly  (as  ever  it  was  at 
any  time  enjoyed  or  hoped  for  by  the  Jews  outwardly)  that  this  horn  qf 
iahradon,  which  God  hath  raifed  up  in  the  houfe  of  his  fervant  David, 
breaks  all  the  horns  of  the  oppre0brs,  and  gives  reft  to  the  foul  from  them 
round  about,  that,  without  tear  of  them  any  more,  it  may  ferve  him  in 
holiness  and  righteoufnefs  before  him  all  the  days  of  its  life. 

There  are  fixne  good  defirps  in  many  people,  for  which  bleiied  be  the 
name  of  the  Lx)rd ;  but  there  is  great  error  of  judgnient,  and  wandering 
up  and  down  from  the  truth,  for  want  of  that  which  is  able  to  ftay  the 
mind  upon  the  Lx>rd,  and  to  guide  it  in  the  right  way.  Some  run  to  this 
mountain,  and  facrifice  there ;  others  to  that  hill,  and,  ofier  there ;  but  few 
know  the  true  reding-place,  or  the  place  of  the  true  worflup.  Now  in 
thefe  their  errors  they  can  witneis  no  acceptance  with  the  Lord.  Oh !  that 
they  knew  the  acceptable  thing,  the  acceptable  way  of  worfhip,  and  might 
^pear  before,  and  be  found  of  the  Lord  therein  I  Then  might  they  begin 
in  that  which  is  fubftantial  (in  the  gp^l  Spirit,  life,  and  power)  and  come 
to  inherit  and  fit  down  in  that  which  is  fubftandal  and  everlafting. 


Some      (QUERIES 

T  O    S  U  C  H 

As  complain  of  Want  of  Power  to  become  the  Lord's, 
and  ferve  him;  and  who  are  not  yet  fo  acquainted 
with  the  Truth  as  to  witnefs  the  Cleanfing  by  it,  and 
ceafing  from  Sin. 

^uery  J-TTI T  AS  not  Chrift  made  a  king  and  prieft  after  the  power  of 
VV    ^  endlefs  life  ?  And  doth  he  not  communicate  Of  the  power 
of  that  endlefs  life  to  all  that  righdy  believe  in  him,  receive  the  truth  as  it 
is  in  him,  and  obey  his  gofpel  ? 

^ety  2.  Was  it  not  the  end  of  Chrift's  coming  to  deftroy  fin  in  the  heart, 
and  to  fet  the  foul  free  therefrom,  that  it  might  ferve  the  Lord  in  the  liber- 
ty, life,  and  power  <rf  his  Spirit  ?  ^^ 
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^WTf^.  To  them  that  believe  in  and  receive  him,  dodi  not  Cttriftgive 
power  to  become  ions  to  God  ?  And  to  them  that  are  jR>ns,  doth  not  tbe 
Father  ^ve  the  Sptric  of  the  Son  ?  And  hath  not  the  Spirit  of  the  Son 
power  oyer  the  contrary  fpirit  ? 

^uary  4«  Were  not  the  deliverainces  of  the  Jews  under  the  law  real  de^ 
liverances  from  their  outward  enemies  ?  And  test  not  €hrift'8  ddkerances  as 
real  from  the  inward  enemies  P  Whom  the  Son  maketh  free,  are  they  not 
free  indeed  ?  Free  from  fin,  fiee  fmm  Satan,  being  uhder  the  fhadow  of 
the  wing  of  the  Almighty,  which  preferveth  out  of  the  darknefs,  atid 
guardeth  the  mind  from  the  evil  and  danger  thereof  P 

^^  5.  1%  not  Chrift  fhxMiger  thian  the  ftrong  man,  whom  he  cometh 
to  difpoflefs  ?  Are  not  his  weapons  ftronger  than  the  weapons  of  the  ene« 
my  ?  Is  not  h^  aUe  to  difpofiefi  him,  ta  cafk  him  out,  to  fpoil  him  of  his 
goods  and  ftrength  ?  And  when  he  hath  gained  the  houfe,  is  not  he  able 
todeanfe  it,  and  gamifii,  and  keq>  it  dean  and  pure  in  the  way  of  his  co- 
venant, againft  all  the  enemy  can  do  P 

*  ^uery  6.  Doth  not  Chrift  dwdl  in  the  heart  by  faith  >  And  is  not  Chrift's 
nature  and  Spirit  pure,  and  will  he  dwell  in  any  thing  that  is  impure  ? 
Is  not  the  fpiritual  temple  under  the  gc^pel  to  be  as  pure  inwaidly  as 
ever  the  outward  temple  under  the  ktw  was  to  be  pure  outwardly,  or  by 
way  of  reprefentation  ?  Muft  not  they  be  cleanfed  from  all  filthinefs  <£  fle(h 
and  fpirit,  who  witneis  the  Father  dwdUng  in  them,  and  walking  in  them  ? 

^cry  7,  Who  oSbr  up  the  incenfe  and  the  pure  offering  in  the  times  of- 
the  go^el  ?  Can  any  do  it  but  the  foAs  of  Levi,  whom  the  Lord  hath  pu- 
rified ?  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean  ?  Who  can  com- 
pafs  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  or  ofier  up  an  acceptable  offering  there,  whofe 
heart  and  hands  are  not  wa(hed  in  innocency  P 

^uery  8.  Is  not  the  wocfhq>  oi  the  New-Teftament  to  be  in  ff^rit  and 
truth  P  Is  not  the  Spirit  pure,  the  truth  pure  P  Can  any  unclean  thing  enter 
into  it  P  Can  any  be  in  it,  can  any  worfhip  in  it,  but  they  which  be  cleanfed, 
purified,  and  changed  by  it  ? 

^uery^.  How  did  the  apoftle  e3n>reis  the  ri^ht  manner  of  drawbg  nigh 
to  God  in  the  fpiritual  goipel-wormip  P  Was  it  not  to  be  thus,  with  the 
heart  cleanfed  from  an  evil  coxtfcience,  and  the  body  waihed  with  clean 
water  P  And  is  not  the  prefence,  power,  and  acceptance  c^  God  witnefled 
by  them  that  appear  before  him  and  woHhip  him  thus  P 

^uery  10.  Had  not  other  lords  dominion  over  the  heart,  to  fubdue  it 
to  fin,  and  defile  it,  before  Chrift  was  known  and  received  in  his  Spirit, 
and  power?  But  when  Chrift  is  known  and  received  in  his  Spirit  and 
power,  have  the  other  lords  power  to  do  fo  ftill  ?  Is  not  Chrift's  law,  the 
law  of  his  Spirit  of  life,  able  to  bring  under,  and  make  the  foul  free  from 
the  law  of  fin  and  death  ?  Infomuch  as  now  it  may  be  faid  in  truth,  by  the 
fouls  whom  he  hath  fet  firee,  0  Lffrd^  our  God!  other  lords  k^s  thee  have 

Vot.II. .  R  bad 
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bad d^nUnmr  m y  b«$  (now  hcnccr&cward)  fy  tbee ptdf^r^mill we  mt^mnh 
timofihy  name, 

S^uery  1 1.  Was  it  not  j^ brand  of  igsomiaijf  on  thofe  who  had  got  (he  good 
'  n^ords  and  high  notions  about  Chrift,  but  wcse  not  in  the  authoritjr  and 
power  of  his  Spirit,  that  they  had  eyes  fidl  of  aduktry »  and  could  not  ceafe 
^m  fin  ?  Can  any  ceaft  from  fin  \xA  he  that  reodveth  the  power  ?  And 
he  that  recciveth  •  the  power  of  the  new  life,  is  it  not  natural  to  him  to 
Gcafe  fi:om  fin,  and  unnatural  to  him  to  commit  it  ? 

Slmy  12.  Is  not  the  Lord  the  teacher  of  his  people  tmder  the  new  oo* 
venant  ?  Was  it  not  promii^  of  old  concerning  the  gpfpel^times,  and  is  it 
not  fulfilled  in  the  go^-times,  that  dl  thy  children  Jhall  he  tai^bi  of  the 
Lord?  And  what  doth  the  Lord  teach  ?  Doth  he  not  teach  to  ceafe  from 
doing  evilj  and  to  learn  to  do  wellf  And  ihatt  his  children  never  learn  this 
kfibn  of  him  i 

^uery  13.  Whofe  fervants  are  they  that  obey  uuri^tteoufiieis  ?  Are  they 
cloathed  with  the  ftrength  of  God  I  Do  they  ftand  in  the  power  of  hi^ 
might  agoinft  the  power  of  the  enemy  ?  Are  they  overcomers  of  the  wicked- 
one  ?  Of  arc  diey  not  radicr  daily  orercome  by  him  ? 

^uery  x^.  What  is  the  whole  armour  of  God  provided  and  sqspcnnted 
for  ?  Is  it  not  to  keep  out  the  enemy  wholly  ?  And  is  it  afak  to  do  it, 
or  no  ? 

^mj  15.  Will  ROC  Chrifl:  fay  to  aU  men  tipon  the  earth,  profeis  they 
what  they  will,  hope  in  Chrift,  and  caft  themfebes  upon  him  for  falratbn 
cfVer  £>  much,  and  ever  i^  often;  yea,  though  they  hav^  received  fuch 
power  fi»>m  him  as  to  pseaqh  in  his  namc^  and  to  caft  out  devils  in  his 
iMMe*,  yet  if  they  havcnot  fi>  vtotkviA  the  power  as  to  overcome  fia  in 
their  own  hearts,  and  to  caufe  tbem  to  ceafe  from  working  iniquity, 
i^iocigh  they  call  him  Lord,  and  cry  to  him  with  confidence,  Liord^  Lord^ 
open  to  usy  yet  will  he  not  £iy  to  than,  D^rt  froninu^  ye  workers  of  im- 
fuityy  I  know  ye  noti  ye  ans  siot  of  the  binh  of  my  power;  ye  are  not  thofe 
which  have  done  my  will ;  yewere  never  by  me  redeemed  out  of  the  evil- 
doing;  but  haf«  ftalt  sdt  your  da^  (notwithfbmding  your  pix^effion,  not- 
withftsmding  your  knowledge,  notwithftanding  ywr  owning  me  as  your 
Lord,  and  preaching  in  my  name)  been  workers  of  iniquity. 
'  ^9^  1 6*  He  that  receiveth  the  foiritual  circumdfion  and  baptifm  of 
Chdft,  doth  it  not  coufe  him  to  ceaft  from  fin  ?  And  doth  not  the  new 
fife  %ring  up  in  him,  which  caufedi  him  to  live  holily  to  God  ?  He  that 
hath  the  omnding  eye  phicked  out,  the  offending  hand  cut  off,  is  not 
that  taken  away  from  him  which  caufed  him  to  fin  P  And  he  who  is  created 
a  new  creature  in  Chrift,  doth  he  not  naturally  do  that  which  is  holy  and 
righteous?  i  Jobnm.  7, '8. 

^nery  17.  Doth  not  the  true  faith,  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  give 
vidory  over  fio  ?  Can  any  believer  be  conquered  by  the  enemy,  he  ftand- 
ing  in  the  faith,  abiding  in  the  covenant  ?  Doth  not  the  power  fbxtched 

out 
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out  by  the  Father  of  life  defend  the  ibul  in  the  way  of  the  covenant  againft 
all  the  aflaults^of  the  enemies,  fo  that  the  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail 
againft  any  heri,  but  the  name  of  the  Lord  is  felt  a  ftrong  tower  againft 
them ;  and  though  they  encompafi  like  bees,  yet  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
viAory  is  witn^sd  cfvet  them,  and.  againft  ail  that  they  can  do  ?  And 
doth  not  the  Lord  teach  and  enable '  his  to  keep  covenant  ? 

^ery  18.  Was  not  fuch  a  thing  witnefled  by  Paul  (and  may  not  fuch  a 
thing  be  witnefled  by  the  believing  and  obedient  travellers  now),  I  can  do 
all  things  ibrvi^b  Cbrtft  that  firet^tbms  me.  I  know  bow  to  want^  I  know  bow 
to  abomd^  e^ery-wbere^  and  in  aU  things^  lam  i^ftruSid,  &c.  I  am  armed 
with  the  whole  armour  of  God,  and  caught  to  ftiand  fo  upon  my  guard  in 
the  power  of  his  life,  that  the  enemy  cannot  come  at  n^e^  but  the  power  of 
the  endl&fs  life  fo  preferveth  .me,  as  that  the  evil-ocie  cannot  touch  me,  can<- 
not  eater  me  with  any  of  his  temptationf  in  any  oondiuoa  ? 

^uery  1 9.  Was  there  not  fuch  a  x:ondidoa  once  witnefled,  and  may  .it  not 
be  witneiSed  again,  of  being  more  than  conquerors  through  the  love  and 
power  of  Chrift  i  When  the  life  doth  arife  in  its  power  and  donoinion  in 
the  heart,  doth.it  not  ibon  icatter  the  enemies?  Do  thev  not  fly  aws^,  and 
are  chafed  at  the  blaft  of  God's  Spirit  ?  When  the.  foul  is  filled  with  the 
love  and  with  the  power,  is  not  the  land  deanfed  of  what  annoyed  it  ? 
And  this^  which  is  fomf  limes  felt  by  many  of  the  travellers,  may  it  not  be 
an  abiding  ftate  ?  Are  there  not  dweUin^placea-  on  Mount  Sion  {on  the 
Mount  of  God's  holinefs  in  the  gofpel-time),  and  is  not  there  fecurity 
from  fln,  Satan,  the^  foul's  enemies,  and  dangers  ?  Tbey  Jball  not  burt  mm 
de^oy  in  all  my  bofy  mountainj  faitb  tbe  Lordy  and  will  he  not  fulfil  it  to 

thofe  that  wait  upon  him  in  the  way  of  Us  covenant  i 

? 

The    CON  G  L  U  SI  O  N. 

THERE  is  a  principle- of  daijcnefs  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  men, 
which  is  as  a  feed  or  root  of  corruption  in  them,  bringing  fc»th  m 
them  fruits  of  fin  and  unrighteoufneft  unto  deadi. 

And  there  is  aUb  a  principle  of  the  pure  heavenly  light,  as  a  free  gift 
firom  God,,  to  dHcover  the  darknefi,  turn  man's  heart  againfl:  it,  and  lead 
him  into  die  way  and  path  of  life. 

Now  as  Satan  rules  in  the  principle  of  darknefi,  and  dicre  is  the  power 
of  death  therein ;  fo  God  rules  in  the  principle  of  light,  and  there  is  the 
power  of  Hfe  and  redemption  manrfefted  by  God  therem. 

For  this  principle  is  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son,  of  the  &^t;  yea>  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Spirit  are  in  this  principle;  and  here  the  foul- meets  with 
them,  and  b  brought  into  union  and  fellowfliip  with  them,  and  feels  the 
ererlafting  arm  revealed  and  ftrctched  forth  for  its  delivery  ftom  corrup- 
tion, and  the  caj^tivity  thereof^  into  the  liberty  of  the  Sona  of  God, 

R  z.  And 
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And  he  that  is  here  meets  with  the  fubftance  of  things,  and  that  which 
all  the  types  of  the  law  (hadowed  out ';  meets  with  the  one  oflfering,  the 
cleanfing  which  is  thereby,  the  innputation  of  righteoufnefe,  or  of  faith 
unto  righteoufiiefs ;  yea,  and  with  fomewhat  rtiore,  even  with  the  everiaft- 
ing  righteoufhefs  itfelf  brought  into  the  heart,  and  dwelling  there;  info- 
much  as  his  nature  is  changed  (truly  changed)  his  fpirit  changed,  his  mind, 
heart,  Ibul,  and  confcience  changed,  bis  converfation  changed,  the  leopard's 
fpots  and  the  Ethiopian's  fkin  wafhed  away,  the  deceitfulnefs  of  the  hearts 
removed j  and  the  new  garments -rf  righteoufnefs,  life,  and  falvation  put 
on  in  the  ftead  thereof;  io  that  he  is  uncloathed  of  the  evil,  unholy  na* 
ture  and  fpirit,  and  -cloathed  with  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 

For  Chrift  is  re^ly  made  unto  him  vrifdom,  righteoufnefS)  fan£H(kation» 
and  redemption.  How  is  that  ?  Why^  he  that  once  was  a  fool,  is  now  made 
wife  unto  God,  and  the  things  of  his  kingdom,  by  the  myftery  of  his  Son's 
life  and  power,  revealed  in  him.  tie  is  a  child  of  wifdom,  and  he  hath 
heard  the  wifdom  of  his  mother,  and  learned  wifdom  of  her.  So  putting 
on  Chrift;'  who  is  the  righteoufnefs,  being  ingrafted  into  him^  being  brought 
forth  in  him,  he  partakes  of  the  Jweethcfs  and  fatnefs  of  the  olive-tree, 
and  is  renewed  into  the  image  of  the  true  righteoufnefs  and  hcdinels,  and 
drinks  in  the  virtue  and  Kfe  of  the  precious  promifes, '  wherein  and  whereby 
ht  Is  made  partner  of  the  divine  nature,  and  lb  cannot  but  ^tnels  re* 
demption  from  the  earthly  corrupt  nature. 

Now  it  is  not  any  ftriving,  believing,  or  obedience  of  man's  owri  fpirit, 
which  can  cffeft  this ;  he  may  wiH  ftronj^y,  he  may  run  hard,  and  yet  ne- 
ver obtain ;  he  may  lb  cafthimfelf  upon  the  mercy  of  (iod,  and  hope  con- 
cerning his  mercy  in  Girift,  as  to  rnvTs  of  it 

But  the  principle  of  life  which  is  from  God,  and  faith  in  God  from 
that  principle,  without  fail  efiefts'  this,  and  no  oth^r  faith  doth.  9ut  out 
of  this  ale  the  myfterkAis  images  and  i^ols,  and  fubtU  workings,  and  de- 
vices of  the  cunnmg-one,  to  take  up  the  mind  with  fomewhat  which  ap- 
Eears  jas^fubftaiittd  .and  truly  excellent^  but  is  not  lb  indeed.  :  His  bktk 
ath  diefitts  after  the.  kingdotn  (and  makes  no  queftion  but  it  (hall  be  his), 
wills,  runs,  ftrives,  believes,  hopes,  prays,  reads  fcriptures,  obferves  duties 
and  ocditiapces  •,  and  in  tl^e  they  meet  with  a  wrong  knowledge,  a  wrong 
fapdifieation,  a.  wrong  joy,  a  wrong. confidence  and  afiurance,  a  wrong  reft 
and  peace;  in  which  there  may  be  a  great  warmth^  and  ieem'mg  life  and 
pkafure, 'from '  the  *fire  and  ^arks  of  their  own  kindling  and  blowing  up, 
which  die  mind,  that  is  blinded  by  him  can  hardly  fufpe^  that  it  is  not 
true ;  yea,  may  be  taken  with  it,  and  fbongly  jufkify  it  in  its  own  thoughts 
for  thestnte^  and  fct  it  above  that  that  is  indeed  the  xrue.  This,,  this  is 
the  great  myftery  of  iniquity^  which  hath  great  fubtilty  of  deceivablcnefs 
in  it,  to  pick  up  and  fteal  away  the  good  feed  out  of  the  heart,  and  to  fteal 
in  a  falle  im^  and  likenefs  thereof,  which  may  have  a  more  glorious  ap- 
pearance. t9  man's  eye  than  the  true  feed  itfelf  (for  that  is  the  leaft  of  all 

feeds, 
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feeds,  makes  the  leaft  (hew  of  any),  buth^h  not  the  fame  nature,  virtuet 
and  power. 

Ah  I  the  Lord  God  of  tender  mercy  help  all  the  poor  fouls  that  breathe 
after  him,  that  they  may  not  be  thus  deceived.  And  thofe  that  are  thus 
deceived,  and  in  the  fnare  of  the  enemy*  (and  do ^  not  witnefs  the  faith 
which  hath  the  Son*s  dominbn  in  it,  and  gives  viftory  over  fin,  Satan,  and 
the  world,  and  wherein  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  which  livingly  walheth,  is 
felt,  in  the  Ught  of  life,  wherein  the  redeemed  walk  to  the  praife  of  their  re- 
deemer); the  Lord  guide  them  alfo  to  that  wherein  all  deceits  are  made 
manifeft,  and  where  the  truth,  which  is  of  the  Son,  is  made  to  ^  (bine  in 
fuch  who  were  once  in  the  barren  places,  and  in  die  thick  darknefs,  but 
now  are  light  in  the  Lord,  and  who  have  a  dwelling-place  with  the  Lord  in 
his  light,  which  is  the  pure  and  everlailing  habitation.    Amm. 

A     P  O  S  T  S  C  R  I  P  T, 

CONTAINING 

Some,  further  Queries  concerning  the  New  Covenant. 

^uery  i.TTTTHAT  is  the  new  covetiant ?  Is^  it  not  an  agreemcfnt  be- 
VY  tween  God  and  the  foul  in  Chfift,  ac<!ordtflg  to  the  law  of 
faith,  as  the  old  covenant  was  an  agreement  between  God  and  the  people 
of  the  Jews,  according  to  the  Jaw  of  works  ? 

^my  2.  Who  is  the  Mediator  of  this  covenant  i  Is  it  not  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  ?  Doth  not  he  prepare  die  heart  far  the  covenant,  bring  into 
the  covenant,  keep  in  the  covenant,  prderve  peace  between  God  and  the 
foul,  and  keep  the  foul  in  the  Way  of  truth  and  peace  ? 

^efy  3.  Wha  is  the  Shepherd,  King,  and  Prophet  in  this  covenant  9  Uk 
any  other  than  Chrift  the  Mediator  ?  Is  not  he  the  King  and  Prophet  raifed 
up  to  ruk  in  righteoufiiefs,  and  to  ii&rud  in  the  path  of  lifej^  And  is  not 
his  Spirit  able  to .  tea^h  and  inftvuA  in  all  thtngsj  and  able  to  :govern  and 
rule  in  ri^hteoufnefs  all  that  are  Tubjed  co  his  ^M^things^  qutckenings,  and 
holy  movmgs,  and  inftru£ki6ns  in  their  hearts^  who  ^writes  hi^  law  there, 
and  guides  and  governs  by  the  law  which  he  writes  ? 

^uery  4.  Howcome  tncn  intbithis  covenaiic>orhoiyagreemefi€  with  God-? 
Is  it  not  by  repentance  und:  l^th?  Is.  it  not  Wliturning  from  Uhe^darkndfi, 
which  is  not  at  him,  to  theiligte,. wtoch  is  tti  him?  Isr  it  not' by: tutoing 
from  the  fpirit  of  Satan  to  his^^rit;  fnom  the  ftandard  a(Hll;^6Wer  of  the 
wicked-one,  to  the  ftandard  and  power  of  tbc-HoIyOttc?  fWhftti&it  thw 
God  lifts  up  againft  the  darkbefs  of  the  eiiemy;,  but  the  li^W  of;  his  Spirit, 
which  difcovers  I'Wbere  a  man  harii  i^een  (and  whaG'he':hack4olic)jaa4cgy0G& 

him 
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him  to  repent  thereof;  and  ferftke  all  his  dead  works,  and  turn  to  the  lifb 
and  power  which  inftruds  and  quickens  him,  in  and  by  the  Holy  Spirit* 
And  this  is  true  convcrfionv  and  thus  a  imm  foeb  the  covenant  of  Gn» 
death,)  and  hell  broken^  and  enters  into  a  new  covenant,  a  pure  covenant^ 
9  iiying  covenant,  a  powerful  covenant,  and  comes  to.  feel  dtolji  things 
which  the  covenant  conuii^,  as  hb  condition  requires,  and  as  his  capacity 
is  made  able  to  receive. 

Query $.  How  do  men  come  to  abide  in  this  covenant?  Is  there  ^y^ 
abiding  but  aiccording  to  die  entrance  ?  Is  there  any  (laying  in  the  cove- 
nant, .but  in  and  by  jthe  faith  that  kts  in  ?  Doth  not  iirS^elief  and  dif- 
obedience  keep  out  from  it  at  firft  ?  And  tiothnot  unbelief  and  difobedience 
cut  off  from  it  afterwards  ?  For  diere  are .  fins  againft  this  covenant,  as 
well  as  againft  th^  old ;  and. the  ihis  againfl:  this  arc  nabre  dangerous  to  ^ 
foul  than  the  fins  againfi:  the  old.  Take  heed  (faid  the  apoille)  left  there  be 
in  any  of  you  an  heart  of  unbelief  to  depart  from  the  Uving  God.  And  faith 
Mpfes,  ipeaking  of  the  prophet,  or  angel  of  (l^is  covenant.  Beware  ofhim^ 
and  obey  bis  voice ;  for  be  will  not  pardon  your  tranfgrejjions^  for  «y  name  is  in 
him  'y  and  whofoever  hearkeneth  not  t4>  tbU  pn^het^  he  fiall  be  cut  off.  How 
x:an  it  be  otherwife  ?  For  he  fpeaks  life,  and  he  fpeaks  it  in  the  covenant  to 
the  circumcifed  ear,  to  the  foul  in  the  fiuth,  in  the  obedience.  Hear^  and 
your  pmUfbM  live.  So  then  he  that  hears  not  muft  needs  aUde  in  death ; 
and  he  that  departs  from  hearing  him,  muft  needs  return  to  death. 
,  ^tf^  6.,  Whether  there  be  any  purify ij^  of  the  heart,  oranyjufttfica- 
tk)n,  or  keeping  the  veflel  dean,  out  of.  the  obedience  of  the  truth  i  If  a 
^Han  /^ep  n^\jayings  (faith  Cbrift)  he  foaU  never  fee  death.  Jf  ye  (faith  the 
apoftle)  through  the  Spirit^  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body^  yejball  live.  But  if 
the  tl«^s  ^f  tb0  body  ht  not  mordfied  bv  the  ^rit,  if  a  man  do  not  keq> 
the  iayings.of  Chrift,  doth  :he,  oc  can  a^lk^  then  ?  Is  not  thi$  then  tli^ 
flcmiixhingi  m  YcUgion,  that  a  man  receive  the  truth  in  the  faith,  and  that 
he  feel  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  life  bringing  him  into>  and  keqnng  him 
in,  the  obedience  thereof  Fdr  it  is  the  truth  that  faves ;  the  living  truth, 
the  living  knowkd9e>  the.  living  fiuth ;  the  bw  of  the  Spirit  of  life  that 
makes  free  from  the  law  of  &i  and  death;  and  it  makes  free  by  its  power- 
fyl  working  in  the  mind,  workitig  out,  and  preierving  firom^  that  which  de- 
files, capdvates^  and  deftrpys.  '  For/Chrifi:  comes  widi  his  poiver  to  ftve, 
wkh  his  power  to  brei^  the  bi^nda  of  darknefs,  and  to  fet  the  captive 
free :  with  his  power  to  dUlo(%fc  and  di&dSiis  all  the  enemies,,  and  fim&ify 
like  veflel  to  Jumfelf  ^  and  tber  effbds  of  his  power  in  and  upon  the  heart 
are  his  falvation ;  and  hejthat  fiedleth  (hortof  the  miniftration  of  the  power 
of  life  to  his  foul,  and  of  the  efie&s  thereof  in  his  foul,  is  fo  far  defeAive 
in  point  of  fakation :  foe  no  man  is  faved  Either  than  he  is  redeemed  and 
delivered  £(o]h  that  whidvChcift  comes  to  &ee  him  fi-ondi; 

QSfery  j^.  Whether  the  firft  thing  of  all  to  be  witneflcd  in  rel^on  is  not 

the  Spiiit  fif  Chrift:?  Is  not  the  whole/work  to  be  done  by  him  ?  And 

how 
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bow  can  a  mm  hf  certain  concerning  any  work  wrought  in  him^  tirikis  he 
be  certain  that  it  is  he  that  works  ?  How  can  I  be  certain  cohcerniag  the 
knowledge  given  me,  unlels  I  be  fure  it  be  he  that  gives  it?  How  can  I 
be  certain  concerning  any  prayers  or  breathings  arifinfl;  in  my  heart,  unleft 
I  be  fure  they  be  from  him  ?.  How  can  I  tinderftand  any  fcripture  con- 
cerning Cnrift,  or  the  knowledge  of  any  fpiritual  thing,  unlefs  I  be  fure 
he  open  it  to  me  i  And  how  can  I  be  fare  of  any  thing  that  he  g^veth  or 
openeth  to  me,  further  than  I  know  him,  and  have  the  true  fenfe  of  him 
in  his  nature  and  operations  f  So  then,  if  the  Spirit  be  my  leader,  guide» 
teacher,  inftruftor  m  die  way  of  life,  in  the  covenant  of  life,  in  the  things 
of  the  kingdom,  in  the  knowledge  of  fcriptures,  &^,  it  is  of  great  con- 
cernment to  me  to  receive  that  ear  and  heart  from  God,  wiiich  knows 
and  underftands  his  voice ;  for,  for  want  of  this,  are  all  the  defeds,  mi£> 
takes,  mifcarriages,  and  errors,  in  and  about  religion.  But  as  men  come 
to  this,  they  come  out  of  error  into  certainty,  and  know  the  one  Chrift,  the 
one  faith,  the  one  baptifm,  the  one  body,  the  one  church,  and  aflemUy  of 
the  firft-born,  the  pure  love,  which  b  of  and  in  the  trudi,  the  pure  path 
of  the  kingdom,  the  way  of  holinefs,  which  the  ranfomed  and  redeemed  walk 
in  ^  yea,  the  Lord  is  One,  and  his  name  One  among  all  that  are  here,  and 
the  pure  One  language,  which  is  of  the  Spirit,  wifdom,  and  teaching,  is 
here  received,  and  the  One  voice  of  the  (hepherd  heard,  C^c.  But  out  of 
this  are  the  janglings,  ftrifes,  contentions,  'debates,  difputes ;  fubtil,  wife, 
entangling  reafonings  of  the  earthly,  one  with  another,  and  all  as  one 
againit  the  heavenly  and  fpiritual. 

^uery  ^.  Did  not  the  meffage  which  Chrift  fent  his  apoftles  to  preach. 
He  that  believetb  and  is  baptized Jhall  befaved^  contain  the  fum  of  the  cove* 
nant  ?  What  doth  God  require  of  the  foul,  but  believing  in  his  Son  (which 
includes  repentance  from  the  dead  fpirit  and  works),  and  receiving  his  bap- 
tifm ?  To  be  baptized  into  him,  into  his  death,  into  his  life,  into  his  na- 
ture, into  his  fpirit ;  to  take  up  his  crols,  to  bear  his  yoke,  to  be  circum- 
cifed  in  him  and  by  him,  that  he  may  love  the  Lord  his  God  with  all 
his  heart,  that  the  power,  virtue,  and  life  of  love  may  conftrain  him  to 
live  wholly  in  and  to  God«  And  then  doth  not  the  promife  of  falvation 
to  him  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  into  Chrift  contain  writing  the  law 
in  the  heart,  putting  the  fear  into  the  heart  •,  putting  the  Spirit  within  to 
become  the  teacher,  guide,  ftrength,  and  comxorter,  and  whatfoever  elfe 
is  neceilary  to  the  foul  in  the  way  to  the  kingdom  ? 

^ery  9.  How  is  God  merciful  to  men*s  iniquities,  and  remembers  their 
fins  no  more  ?  Is  it  not  in  the  covenant,  and  according  to  the  covenant  ? 
Is  there  not  a  warfare  to  be  accompliftied  before  the  foul  come  to  witnefs 
the  perfeft  btotting  but  of  fin  ?  Is  not  Chrift  the  Mediator,  the  judge  to 
whom  all  judgment  is  committed  ?  And  doth  not  he  judge  his  people  for 
their  tranfgreflions  again  the  law  of  his  Spirit  and  life  ?  And  muft  not  the 
foul,  who  will  witneS  the  days  of  refrefhmcnt,  and  the  pcrfed  blotting  out 
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of  fin  therein,  wait  upon  the  Lord  in  the  way  of  his  judgments,  even  dll 
fin  bejudged  and  brought  voider,  anckGod's  righteournds  perfe£lly  revealed? 
Under  Mofes's  law  every  tranfereffioff  received  a  juft  rccompence  of  reward, 
and  (hall  he  efcape  in  the  goipel  who  grieves  the  Spirit,  who  defpifes  the 
Son,  and  gives  ear  to  the  enemy  ?  Nay,  nay  ;  the  fame  covenant  that  holds 
forth  mercy  to  the  tender  broken-hearted,  to  the  believing,  to  the  obe- 
dient, contains  alfo  righteous  judgment  againft;  die  tranfgreflbr  of  this  co- 
venant. Yea,  judgment  begins  at  the  hoyfe  of  God,  and  ceaicth  not  till 
that  ceafe  which  judgment  is  to.  The  Lord  (hall  judge  hi3  people ;  fiiall 
not  Chrift  judge  his  own  family  ?  Yes,  yes  5  they  that  are  of  the  family, 
and  in  the  true  fenfe,  feel  the  Lord  pleading  with  whatever  is  contrary  to 
him  in  them,  and  they  can  rejoice  therein,  and  fing  of  mercy  and  judgment, 
alter  the  Lord  hath  done  his  work  in  them,  and  brought  forth  the  quiet 
fruit  of  righteoufiiefs  in  their  hearts  thereby. 

BleiTed  is  he  that  experienceth  thefe  things,  witnefling  that  from 
the  Lord  which  preferveth  out  of  all  miftakes  and  deceits  about 
them. 
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ENquiRY  after  Truth  and  Righteousness, 

A  N.D. 

After  the  P6opk  whom  the  L  o  kd  eftabliiheth^  and  will 

eftabliHi  therein; 

Th  feme  QUERIES  oii  Isaiah  Iviii.  and  alio  on  Chap.  liv. 

^uery  i^  A.  RE  there  any  people  to  be  found  who  exceed  the  ftaxc  ipoken 
/\  of  in  ver,  2.  of  feeking  God  daily,  and  delighting  to  know 
his  ways,  as  a  nation  that  did  righteoufnefs,  and  fbdbok  not  the  ordinance 
of  tlieir  God  ?  They  aik  of  me,  faid  the.  Lord,  .the  ordinances  of  juftice ; 
they  take  deligl^t  in  approaching:  to  God^  Ar&  there  not  many  profeffions 
and  forts  o£  profeiibrs  at  this  day,  who  in  God*s  fight  fall  (hort  of  this  ftate^ 
and  yet- think>  highly  of  themfelves  ?  Yet  thefe  the  prophet  of  the  Lord  was 
not  to  ^ax£ ;  but  to  lift  i»  his  voice  like  a  trumpet  againfl  them,  becauie 
of  their  tranfgr<effioa' and  fin  which, they.Qommitted,,notwithftan(Ung;their 
thus  daily  feeking  the  Lx)rd  . 

^^ery  2.  What  was  the  tran^relfionandr^the-fins  which  the  prophet  was 
not  to  Iparc  them  in,  but  lift  up  his  voice  like  a  trumpet  againft  them- for  ? 
Was  it  not  (among  other  things;)  for  their  wrong  failing,  their  wrong  afflift- 
ing  thei&  fouls^  their  wrong  feeking  of  God,. out  oFthe  meek,  tender^ 
merciful .  fp^it  ?  Doth  God  require  fuch  failing  or  praying;  of  any  man  i 
Or  will  the.  Locd  accept  fuch  mting  or  praying  at  any  man's  hand  ?  Ah  1 
how  mai^  tafi:  and  pray  at  this  day,  who  never  nghdy  confidered,  nor  truly 
underftood,^,  what  die  faflings,  and  what  die  prayers  .ate  which  God  re* 
qvireth,  and  which  alone,  he  will  accept ! 

^^3-  What  is  the  faft  which  God  requireth,. and. will, accept  in  all 
ages  i  Is  not  this  it.  To  loofe  the  bands  ofmckednefsj  to  undo  tbi  beavy^bur- 
dmsy  tor  let  tbioppr^edgofveti  to  break  every  yoke?  &c.  ver.  6, 7*  Who 
cai>.uoder{bmd  or  learn  this  faft  but  he  that  is  taught  of  God  ? 

^^97,4..  Are  there  any  whoiib  light. breaks  forth- as  the  morning,  and 
whofe  health  i|:)nngs  forth  fpeedily,  and  whofk  righteoufnels  goeth  before 
them,  and  whom  the  gtory  of  the  Lord  gathereth  up,  or  is  a  reward  to 
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(as  is  promifed  to  thofe  who  obferve  this  faft),  and  whom  the  Lord  is  ready 
taiiear.aiulaafwer  in  all  that  they  c^  iipoa  him  &r«.  as  v$r.  8^  o.  ?  Doth 
jiot  God  teach  his  children  in  the  new  covenant  to  obferve  this  wft  ?  An3 
they  who  are  taught  by  him  to  keep  it  (and  do  faithfully  keep  it),  do  they 
not  inherit  this  promife  ? 

§uery  5.  Are  there  any  now  among  the  fons  of  men,  whofe  light  hath 
rifeH  in  obfcwity,  «ii4  wbo6  du^koefe 4>^h  becvmc  aiS  Jipoa-dayi  Whom 
Ae  Lord  guideth  cbfttinu^ly,  afid  wTfofe  fotirhefattsfietJiln  drooghfis,  and 
makes  fat  their  bones  -,  and  makes  them  like  a  watered  garden,  and  like  a 
fpring  of  water,  whole  waters  fail  not  ?  Surely  if  there  be  any,  who  arc 
truly  taught  of  the  Lord  to  obferve  that  which  leads  hereto,  they  cannot 
mij%  of  opoyinii;  ihdfe  ptf^iwi  |>r<initfes  ^  for  he  is  £»(h£ill  aad  true  f^ 
-hath  promifed,  ver.  10,  n. 

^ery  6.  Arc  there  any  at  this  day,  whom  God  honoureth  in  building 
the  old  wafte  places,  in  railing  up  the  foundations  of  many  generations  \ 
in  riftiim^  the  brc^tli,*  Md  f eftoriag  ^he  paths  to  dw^ll  inf  What  are  the 
paths  that  are  to  be  dwelt  in  ?  Are  they  not  the  fame  whi<ih  the  foul  is  to 
walk  in  ?  Is  not  the  juft  man's  path  and  his  dwelling-place  aU  one,  even  the 
Bght  «tf  i%e  filing,  Which  he  is  both  to  walk  and  al>ide  in  I  See  i  Jtim  i. 
%  mAPuVo.  n.  18. 

'  Itis  4l^<:bn€ei»nii^ChriiRr,  Hb  fbai  faUb  be  ohiiM  in  him^  9Mgbt  Mmfi^ 
A^  fi  ta  %e^,  MtH  'OS  be  ^walkeiL  t  John  4i.  6.  Hdw  did  Chrift  walk  ? 
JM  he  tttft  Wftlk  ift  ihfi  light  of  Oofs  Spirit  ?  In  (b^Akm  to  God^s  Spirit  ? 
Was  not  <he  fiilnefe  given  )ihH  f  'Was  hot  the  Fathef  sdways  with  liiiii  ? 
And  did  not  he  2^  in  (he  Fiithif,  and  the  F^the!^  in  and  thmugh  him? 
Koir,  doth  not  he  give  ^th  a  meaforer  tff  (he  "kkttt  Spi^it^  of  thdfame 
anoHifing,  of  the  fame  power  to  become  ions,  tintoiiJI  his  r  and  are  tt6t  ^ey 
to  walk  according  to  the  rneafure  of  light  and  lift  ihey  r^eive  £ix)m^  him  ? 
And  he  that  mUhs  atcot^g  tp  this  n^,  can  he  err  in  fe  walking  ?  Is  not 

.  this  the  pure  path,  Ac  l?vrng  path,  tKt  path  for  the  ranfemed  intlie  -days  of 
the  go(|)cI,  who  wa&  not  after  the  flefh,  but  after  the  Spirk  j  not  in  the 
pldnefs  of  the  letter,  but  hi  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit  ?  Oh  I  that  men  cototd 
cottfider  this  wi4h  the  tftfe  undcfftanding,  and  kno'^  the  way  of  life  m  the 
true  fertfe  and  experience  thererf!  That  which  enlightens  and  gives  life  to 
Jtty  fcul,  1$  ^rtiewhatfrom  Chrift,  even  a  rneafure  or  appearance  of  Ms  pure 
Spirit ;  it  is  no  left :  ^nd  the  law  of  life  written  inwardly  is  more  to  the  foul 
than  words  written  outwardly,  though  all  the  words  that  ever  come  flom  God^s 
Holy  Spirit  >re  very  prcddus,  and  greatly  ufcfiil,  to  thofe  to  whom  he  vouch- 
lafeth  to  give  thcf  underftanding  of  them, 

^uery  7.  What  is  the  febbath  fpoken  of,  ^#r.  13.  ?  Is  it  the  law^fiib- 
bath,  or  the  gofpd-fabbath  i  Is  it  inferfer  in  nature  to  the  fsA  befere-men- 

.   tioncd  ?  What  is  G6d*3  holy  day,  which  is  the  foul's  delight,  the  holy  of 

the 
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the  Loidt  Iio&aund>le9  wherein  the  foul's  th^t  enter  into  the  true  reft  (by 
fioth  in  htm  who  is  life)  honour  the  Lord,  in  ceafing  from  their  owa  way% 
pleafuxes,  and  words  ?  See  alfo  Hth.  iv.  3.  and  10. 

^try  8.  They  that  keep  God's  holy  (abbath,  do  they  not  delight  them^ 
ftlves  in.  the  Lord  \  ]>o  they  not  fed  the  plea&re  of  his  day,  and  of  hia 
i|iptaranee  in  hb  day  ?  Are  not  thefe  of  the  true  feed  df  Jacc^  (who  pro- 
vail  with  the  Lodrd  iw  the  bkffing}?  And  doth  not  the  Lord  feed  then^  wi^ 
die  heritage  of  Jacob  their  Fatlier»  evc^  with  the  blpi&ng  pf  the  covenant 
of  life  and  peace  for  evernuure. 
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;%9rf  i^.TS  i&ere  fucb  a  ftate  to  he  wkncflcd,  either  in  the  particular,  or 

X.  in  the  general,  wherein  the  womb.that  was  barren,  fhall  travai 

and  bear,  and  fing  for  ]oy  of  heart  and  ^irit  before  the  Lord  }  See  v$r.  s. 

^gny  a.  Is  there  fiich  a  ftate  to  be  witnefied,  as  of  the  Maker  to  be«- 
come  the  hirfhand  ?:  Is  not  this  a  ajkodoos  ftate  indeed,  and  a  vax^  better 
t^MR  of  fens  and  daughters,  fignifying  nearer  intimacy  and  umon  than  any 
Mhef  rdacion  with  the  Holy  One,  the  redeemer  of  J&ael  I  And  do  not  fuck 
IS  come  to  this  ftate  (even^  to  be  oaaxri^d  to  the  Lamb),  part^  jnoire 
abuMbndy  of  his  redeeming  power,  and  holy  preience  ?  See  ver.  6* 

i^M7  3«  Are  therf  fome  fo  vifited  and  redeemed  by  the  Lood^  as  that 
Aey  ftiaU  nevep  be  eaft  off  more,  as  that  the  floods  oS  wrath  fludlncvor 
w?ertake  tfaetn^  m^tt,  nor  the  covenant  of  their  peace  be  remoy^  ?  Ah  1 
pieoioMi  ftale  I  Bkftd  aie  diey  doubtless,,  who  haice  been  ib  vifited  and  ic^ 
deemed  by  God's  mercy,  as  to  be  made  partakers  of  it. 

i|^4,  Vftio  i%  ttus  that  hath  bcenaflia^  to&d  widi  tempofi^.and 
90t  comforted-?  Have  thefe  bera.  any  fiich  in.  our  dlays,  who  have  faeafi 
dec(4v  cffiAed,  for  w«|ic  of  the  ptefeace  df  the  Lord  God  of  theic  lifir, 
who  nav^  been,  tofibd  up  and  down  witii  tempeft  after  tempeft^  and  canU 
meet  wilbaocQm£bMv  to  ^mka^^woi^iaiDaibft  tQ^theif^weaIy^ J^    And 
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liath  the  Lord  hppear^d  ya  thefe,  viiited  thde,  built  «upon  thefe,  <X>aifbrted 
<hefe  ?  Surely  then,  the  poor  ^om  he  hath  raifed  out  of  the  duft,  and  the* 
needy  whom  he  hath  lifved  off  from  the  duAgbill,  -  cannot  but  praife  his 
liame.  ♦      .  .  *     .  .  ,  ... 

•  ^ry  5.  'Who  is  this,*  whofe  ftenes  God  lays  with  fair  colours,  and  her 
foundation  with  faphires  ?  Whofe  windows  God  makes  of  agates,  and  her 
gates  of  carbuncles,  and  all  her  borders  of  pleafant  ftohes  ?  Was  not  the 
covenant  of  life  fa  adorned  in  the  apoftks  days  ?  And  is  ihe  not  fo  adorned 
now  again  ?  ^   ,   . 

^ery  6.  Whofe  children  are  they,  who  (hall  be  aU  taught  of  the  IaxQ^ 
and  whofe  peace  (hall  be  great,  who  (hall  be  'cftabliflied  in  righteoufnefs^ 
who  {ball  be  far  from  oppreffion,  fo  that  they  (hall  not  fear ;  and  from  terror, 
fo  that  it  fliall  not  come  near  them  ?  Are  there  fuch  a  generation  of  the 
heavenly  birth,  of  the  covenant  ci  'life^  ^brought  forth  in  this  our  day,  who 
fandify  the  Lord  of  hods  himfelf,  and  make  him  their  fear  and  their  dread, 
^it  are  not  terrified  with  the  wick^  one,  nor  with  the  fnares  and  engines 
of  the  ungodly  ?  Surely  they  whaare  taught  of  God,  have  Jptztt  from  him 
and  in  him,  and  are  eftablifhed  in  the  righteous  fpirit  and  life  of  bis  Son  1 
tliey  are  like  Mount  Sion,  which  cannot  be  (haken  or  removed,  by  all  the 
terrors  and  oppref&ng  devices  of  the  ungodly. 

Slu^  7*  By  whom  do  they  gather  together,  who  gather  together  ^^gainft 
fuch  'a  people  ?  Certainly  it  is  nofby  the  Lord,  nor  by  any  ^vice  orcoun- 
fel  from  him  •,  but  by  the  advice  of  that  Ibirit  which  oppofeth  himfelf  againft 
the  power  and  work  of  the  Lord:  and  tnat  ipnt  mmi  fall  for  the  Akes  df 
thoie  whom  God  hath  raifed  up  by- his  power,  and  undertaketh  to  defend. 
How  tender  was  God  of  Ifrael  after  the  flefli  in  the  day  of  his  deliufcrfog 
them !' See  i  Cbran,  xvi.  19,  6fr.  And  will  he  no£  be.4s  tender  of»jiis 
fpiritual  Ifrael,  in  the  day  of  his  redeeming  and  delivering  them  ?  Iqdeed 
the  oppofioon  will  be  very  great,  but  conGder  who  (hall  hswe  ^the  vii^orf, 
fdcRev.  xvii.  14.  Certainly  it  is  true,  and  fealed  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
I^ord,^that  patience,  meeknefs,  innocency,  love,  righteouihe(s^*Cs^.  (hall 
at  length  overcome  all  unrighteoufiieis,'  enmity,  Qj^xeffioo^  cruelty,  wrath, 
&r.  and  that  fpirit  from  which  they  proceed.;  and  as  tbey  are  .overcome, 
and  when  they  are  overcome,  the  Lamb's  Spirit  ihall  reign  and  (bine  in 
the  gbry  of  the  Father.  Oh !  the  fweet  fenfe  of  this  day,  »and  furtheriiope 
thereof;  how  doth  it  bear  up  the^fu&ring  lambs^  in  the  midft  of  all  their 
trials  ^d  tribulations ! 

^ififry8.;Hath  dot  God  created  the  wafter  to  deifaxsy  ?  faOd  hath  not  he 
power  over  him?  And  doth  not  he  limit  him  in  the  midft  c/[  his  deftroying 
wjork?  But  did  God  create  him>  to  defboy  his  heritage  ?  Qr  will  God  fuffer 
him  fo  to  do  ?  They  may  indeed  de(fat>y  the  buildings  which  are  jiot  of  God ; 
but  God  is  the  wife,  great  mafter-buUder,  who  counted,  his  coft  before  he 
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befito,  l«d  Icnew^he  W&5  ^le  to  si^ntam  his  building,  aglaiinft  dl  the  op- 
^Gutions  and  oppdkts^  which  could  rife  up  againft  it.  r.  .  :  :   :. 

^^ueryj^  Gan  any  weapoiv  feraied  againft  the  covenantof  life,  and  the 
•children  thereof,  who  are  taught  of  God^  iind  have  peace  from  himi  and 
who  are  eftablilhed  by  him  in  righteoufnefs ;  I  fay,  can  any  weapon  formed 
agsdnft  thefc,  prolper  ?  Every  tongue  that  rifeth  up  in  judgment  againft 
them,  dotli  not  the  holy  tonl^lc  condemn  ?  is  not  this  the  heritage  of  the 
fcrvants  rf  tte  Lord,  in  this  our  day  f  And  doth  not  the  Lord  fay  (what- 
ever men  fay  to  the  contrary)  that  their  righteoufnefs  is  of  him  ?  Indeed^ 
whoever  receivcth  the  true  righteoufnefs,  rcceiveth  it  from  the  liand  of  the 
Xx>rd,  and  knoweth  it  to  be  of  him. 

.And  this  tc|flimony  wc  havey.cven  from  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  who 
taketh  away  x>urunTightebu'fnefs  arid  filthy  garments,  and  giveth  us  righte- 
oufnefs from  and  in  his  Son's  righteoufnefs,  even  the  very  fame  wherewith 
the  Son  himfelf  was  cloathed.  For  as  the  feed  is  but  one,  and  of  one, 
jHeb.  ii.  ii.  fo  the  righteoufnefs  is  but  one  neither*  Be  not  hafty  in  ^irit, 
but  wait  to  underftand  in  the  light  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord^  which  is  wif^^ 
dom's  place  of  giving  true  underilanding  to  her  difciples* 

It  is  true,  there  hath  been  great  darknefs,  and  the  true  church  hath 
been  in  the  wildernefs,  and  the  remnant  of  her  feed  hunted  and  perfecuted 
up  and  down  the  earth  by  the  falfe  church,  which  hath  been  cried  up  for 
the  true.  But,  blefled  be  the  Lord,  the  darknefs  is  paffing  away,  and  the 
true  light  ihining  again ;  which  light  difcovers  and  redeems  out  c£  all  that 
is  falfe,  into  that  which  is  true ;  fo  that  he  that  is  truth,  and  no  lye,  is 
again  known,  and  he  foeaketh  truth  and  no  lye^  and  he  anointeth  with  the 
true  and  holy  oil  of  life  and  falvation,  all  that  are  truly  living.  And  now 
the  kingdom  of  darknefs  is  going  down,  and  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  raifing  up  and  exalting ;  which  is  an  inward  kingdom,  a  fpiri- 
tual  kmgdom,  a  kingdom  of  life,  a  kingdom  of  peace,  a  kingdom  of 
righteoulneis,  a  kingdom  of  holy  power  and  dominion  over  fin  and  death 
in  the  heart.  And  this  will  fpread  and  increafe,  to  the  blefling  of  perfons, 
families,  and  nations  (as  they  come  to  be  fenfible  of,  and  fubje^  to  the  holy- 
light  and  power  thereof),  with  the  blefilngs  of  Abraham,  wherewith  all 
families  and  nations  are  to  be  bleiTed,  as  they  come  to  be  unleavened  from 
the  ferpentine  fpirit  and  wifdom,  and  leavened  with  the  innocency  and  righ- 
teoufnefs of  the  Lamb's  nature  and  Spirit. 

The  mighty  God  carry  on  his  work,  by  the  fame  mighty  arm  of  flrengtb 
wherewith  he  began  it ;  and  open  the  eyes  of  this  nation,  that  they  may 
fee  their  proper  hope  and  intereft ;  for  indeed  the  Lord  hath  great  love  to 
this  nation,  and  bleflSng  in  ftore  for  it  (for  the  feed's  fake  which  he  hath 
fown  and  caufed  to  fpring  up  in  it) ;  though  many  trials  and  tribulations 
muft  firft  be  pafied  through,  and  the  Spirit  of  enmity  and  oppofition 
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afiainft  die  i^pearance  of  God's  Holy  %»rit  aad  powar  won  ant  CMi! 
that  men  could  come  to  that  wluch  gives  the  cye^fig^t,  that  thcrdsf  thejf 
m^ht  fee  a*]%ht,  and  no  bnger  take  th^  rife  oS  their  feeing  fiom  that  ipint 
and  wifdon,  which  miireprefents  things 


Written  in  ReadiAg-Go^  in  the  tender  bve,  true  irniocency,  and 

hath  given  me  tofufier 
end  ^  the  4th  Month, 


uprightne(s  of  mv  h^rt;  which  the  Ijvtd  hath  spven  me  tofufier 
with  for  hU  Trutn's  iake ',  about  the  latter 
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And  ibine  of  the 

WEAPONS  and  STRENGTH 

O  F    T  H  E 

t 

Power  of  Darkness,  Broken  and  Scattered, 

BY   THE 

LIGHT   and   POWER   of  T  R  U  T  H. 

IN     AS     ■ 

A        N        S        W        E        JR, 

T  O     T  H  E 

Chief  Paffages  in  a  L  E  T  T  E  R,  written  to  me,  and 
replied  to  by  me,  before  my  Imprifonment  in  this 
Place. 

Where  I  have  been  a  Prifaner  above  a  Year  and  a  Half»  ivitfaout 
any  Law  broken^  or  Caufe  given  on  my  Parts  who  (miy  cantt 
Innocently  and  Peaceably  to  Vifit  my  Friends  in  Prifon. 

Byrne   ISAAC   P  E  N  I  N  G  T  O  N, 

Prifoncr  for  the  Testimony  of   Truth    (for  coidd  I  liave  denied 
Truth,  I  mig^t  have  avoided  the  Swarb)^  at  Readmg-Goal. 

Ti€  Bows  of  the  Mighty  are  broken  j  arid  tbey  that  Jiumbled,  are  girt  with 
Strength^  i  Sau.  ii,  4. 
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ALETTER  wa^fent  me  from  a  dear  fiiendof  mine  (bearing  date 
the  Fifth  of  the  Eleventh. Month,.  x67i.)9  who  had  long  been  gready 
diftrefled,  and  could  not  find  relief  ih  the  way  of  her  &rmer  profeflion  and 
church-fellowfhip ;  for  whom  I  gready  travailed  with  the  Lord,  and  to- 
wards whom-my Ipirit  was  made  very  tender  by  Urn^.  I  ftiUfeltrthe  feal  of 
God's  love  and  merq^  towards  her,  even  in  her  loweft  condition,  deepeft 
defpair,  and  foreft  capdvity,  through  her  great  and  mani&ld  temptations  ^ 
and  my  teilimony  to  her  at  times,  from  the  Lord,  on  this  behalf^  was 
fomechnes  of  ufe  to  her,  to  bear  up  her  fpirit^  till  the  day  of  God's  vifidpg 
and  redeeming,  her,  with  the  virtue  and  hckling  power  of  his  falvadon ; 
whith,  blefled  be  his  name,  (he  hath  fince  had  hveet  ein>erience  of,,  and 
true  peace  and  joy  in  knowing  the  true  head,  holding  him  in  the  faith,, 
and  being  held  by  him. 

Now^  thisr  letter  of  an  andent  acquaintance  o£  mine,  which:  I  had  an--* 
fweted  long  ago,  one  that  belonged  to  Sir  Henry  Vane.(a8.1he.  fignified  in 
her  letter  to  me)  defired  ihe  fhouM  fee  $  which  is  iaid  to  be  an  anfwer  to  a. 
letter  of  mine«  If  my  anfwer  had  gone  along  with  it,  I  fhould  have  took 
no  further  notice  of  it ;  but  it  going:  without  my  anfwer,  left  it  fhould  do 
hurt  to  thbfe  to  whom  the  Lord  h^  done  or  is  doings  good,  I  am  enga- 
gjed  in  ^irit  to  reply  fomewhat  to  it,  and  to  give  ferth  to  odiers  what  the 
Lord  giveth  ii>  to  me,  upon  this  new  occafion^.  How  gready,  truly,  and 
purely  I  have  loved  the  man,  I  will  not  boaft  (the  Lord  knoweth,  with 
whofe  knowledge  herein  I  am  content}.:  but,  oh  I  that  this  his  paper  might 
not  be  laid  to  his«<:hai^  at  the  great  day  I  -  which  (I^am  afrad)  it  will,  un- 
Icfs  he  repent  of  it ;  tor,  indeed,  it  is  not  a  fruit  of  life  from  God's  Hoi; 
Spirit ;  but.  o£  the  ^owth  of  Egypt  and  Babylon. 

It  j¥as  feat  me  in  the  form  of  a  book,  as  if  it  had  been  fent  abtoad  for 
fpedal  fervice.    There  was  no  name  at  it,  as  if  it  were  an  arrow  to  0y  in 
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the  dark^  and  wound  fecretly :  but  no  weapon,  ibrmed  agwift  the  Iftael  of 
God  (hall  profper,  either  from  this  hand,  or  any  other ;  and  eveiy  tongue 
that  rUeth  up  againft  them  to  judgment  will  God  condemn.  This  is  the 
heritage  of  the  defpiied  people  andfervants  of  the  living  God  in  this  our 
day ;  whofe  righteoufneis  is  the  nKhteoufiiels  of  his  Son  beftowed  upon 
them,  wherewith  he  himfelf  hath  doathed  them,  as  the  anointed  eye  now 
feeth,  and  all  eyes  Ihall  one  day  fee,  and  tongues  confefi,  to  the  glory 
of  God  the  Father. 


Voi^n.  T  THE 
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THE 

HOLY   TRUTH  and  PEOPLE 

DEFENDED. 

HE  excq>teth  asainft  thofe  words  of  mine  to  him  in  a  former  letter 
(of  Jan  24.  which  I  have  not  here  by  me).  That  when  his  eyes  are 
opened  by  the  Lord,  he  fliaU  then  acknowledge  that  we  oppofe  no 
truths  of  the  Lord,  but  hold  forth  what  we  have  received  from  him. 

To  which  he  thus  replieth.  Is  redemption  by  CbrijPs  hlooi  no  truth  cf  the 
Lor^s  ?  Which  he  chargeth  one  of  us  in  particular,  and  many  others  in 
general,  with  denying. 

jinfw.  We  are  gathered  into  that,  and  abide  in  that,  in  which  no  truth 
can  be  denied ;  and  are  in  him  that  leadeth  iqto  all  truth,  and  teacheth  to 
deny  no  truth,  that  ever  was  held  forth  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  Some 
of  us  may-  not  yet  be  grown  up  in  imderftanding  into  the  myfteries  of  the 
kingdom,  which  God  hath  revealed  and  made  manifeft  to  others ;  but  yet 
we  do  not  deny,  but  own  one  another  in  our  feveral  meafures  of  knowledge 
and  fenfe  of  things,  and  in  our  feveral  growths.  And  we  own  and  acknow- 
ledge, in  God*s  fight,  the  feveral  difpenfations  he  hath  brought  forth,  both 
before  the  law,  and  under  the  law  and  prophets,  and  in  the  time  of  Chrift's 
appearance  in  the  fle(h ;  and  after,  when  he  fent  his  Spirit,  and  all  the  time 
the  church  was  in  the  wildernefs,  and  now  (he  is  coming  forth  again,  io  the 
brightneis  and  glory  of  the  Father,  looking  fair  as  the  morning,  dear  as 
the  fun,  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners.  Nor  do  we  diibwn  any  thing 
that  is  of  God  in  the  profefibrs  of  this  age ;  but  only  that  which  we  know, 
and  are  required  by  him  to  teflify  againft,  as  being  not  of  him.  Oh !  that 
they  could  weigh  our  words  and  teftimony  in  a  right  Spirit !  for  they 
would  not  then  be  fo  ofiended  at,  and  fpeak  fo  againft  us,  as  now  they  do. 
And  the  Lord  knoweth  we  would  do  any  thing  that  lieth  in  us  to  remove  the 
ftumbling-blocks  that  lie  before  them ;  but  it  cannot  be  done  to  that  fpi- 
rit  in  them,  before  which  God  Almighty  hath  laid  the  ftumbling-block, 
that  it  might  fhimble,  and  fall,  and  be  fnared,  and  broken,  and  taken. 
But  if  they  could  come  into  another  Spirit,  and  feel  unity  witli»  and  the 
birth  of,  another  Spirit,   the  birth  01  that  pure  wifdom  fhould  find  no 

fhimbling- 
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iEumbling*bk)ck  or  offence  in  this  precious  difpenfatioo  of  tn}cb»  wkero- 
wiih  God  from  on  high  hath  vifited  us. 

And  as  for  denying  redemption  iy  the  blood  of  Cbrift^  oh !  how  will  he  an- 
swer this  charge  to  G^,  when  none  upon  the  earth  (as  the  Lord  Qod  know- 
eth)  are  fo  taught,  and  do  fo  rightly  and  fully  own  redemption  by  the  bloo4 
of  Chrift,  as  the  Lord  hath  taught  us  to  do !  for  we  own  the  blood  of  the 
I/N-d  Jefus  Chrift^  both  outwardly  and  inwardly;  both  as  it  was  flied 
on  the  crofs,  and  as  it  is  fprinkled  in  our  confciences}  and  know  the 
cleanfing  virtue  thereof  in  the  eveylafting  covenant,  and  in  the  light  which 
is  etern^  %  out  of  which  light  men  have  but  a  nouon  thereof,  but  do  not 
truly  know  nor  own  it.  And  let  him  confider,  before  the  time  of  anti- 
thrift,  it  was  a  great  nutter  to  know  and  owa  Chrift  outwardly,  as  he 
appeared  in  that  body ;  but  fince  the  antichriftian  fpiric  hath  got  that,  the 
diftinguilbing  knowledge  and  owning  of  Chrift  is,  to  know  and  own  hini 
inwaidly.  The  outward  knowledge  and  confeffion  now  (as  it  is  generally 
feparated  from,  and  held  forth  in  wa^  of  diftinftk)n  from  the  inward)  is 
but  the  knowledge  and  confeillon  Pt  Babylon,  and  not  the  true  living 
knowledge  and  confeifion  of  Chrift,  in  and  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Father, 
which  is  the  knowledge  and  confeiBon  of  all  the  children  of  the  true  and 
heavenly  mother,  which  is  the  mother  of  all  that  are  born  of  the  Spirit. 
.  He  repeateth  thofe  words  of  mine.  That  fve  do  not  make  atrf  finite  thing 
eur  rigbttoufnefs  \  iut  Cbrifi  .of  God  is  modi  tmto  us  rigbtemfnefs.  Tbis^  he 
iaith,  is  wellffokpij  and  w^betb  we  mqj  alw^s  abide  in  tbis  confeffion. 
jUfr».  Thefe  words  arofe  in  me  from  aa  mward  feeling  of  him  who 

S'veth  righteoufiitft,  and  of  the  rkhteoufneis  mven ;  and  the  Lord  pre^ 
rving  me  in  that  life,  I  ihall  feel  iafor  ever,  ancTconfefs  fi>  for  even  And 
truly  I  can  teftify  of  no  other  righteoufiie^ ;  for,  bleiTed  be  the  name  of 
my  God,  I  feel  the  righteoufbeff  pf  his  Son  revealed  in  me  daily,  from 
faith  to  faith.  In  his  name  I  have  been  gathered,,  in  his  name  I  live,  and 
m  him  I  feel  righteou&efs ;  and  indeed  there  is  nothing  but  righteoi^eis, 
^ne&,  truth,  lift^  and  falvat^n  (and  the  like)  in  him. 

And  he  that  is  truly  in  him,  is  rightrous  and  holy  in  him ;  there  being 
}fx  him  a  new  creating  of  all  that  are  there,  and  a  renewing  into  the  holy 
and  heavenly  image,  which  confift&  in  the  righteoufhefs  and  holinefs  oi 
Vuth. 
He  defireth  me  to  give  a  pbw  anfwer  to*  this  queftioir : 
Is  Cbrifi  of  God  modi  mtr  rigbtfoufnefs  iy  faUb  in^  bis  bloody  or  in  bis 
Spirit  ? 

Jnfw.  A  pretended  faith  in  Chrift's  blood,  without  faith  in  his  Spirit,  is 
but  dead  and  Qotiond.  Es^opt  yo  ouf  mf  fii/k,  and  drink  my  blood  (faith 
Chntt)ye  bavo  na  life  in  you.  It  is  tbc  Spirit  tbat  qfiickmetb:  tbe  fiefb  (faith 
he)  profiietb  nothh^.  Now  the  fudi  muft  be  in  th^t  which,  quickeoeth^  and 
the  faith  ki  that  which  quickeneth  is  holy  and  rigbteovis,  and  the  maa 
who  13  feuodin  itis  jufti^^  tbroug?i  tbat  fcuth  ia  tbe  qjiiidf ening  power» 
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in  the  fight  of  God,  Thus  Abraham  was  juftificd  in  the  fight  of  God| 
and  dhus  are  the  children  of  Abraham  to  be  juftified,  even  through  be- 
lieving in  that  holy  power  and  Spirit  which  requireth  obedience,  and  jufti- 
fleth  the  obedient,  and  condemneth  the  difobedient  for  ever,  Rom.  iv,  24, 

He  filth.  He  fears  a  fnake  in  this  green  grafsy  when  I  fay^  From  his  Ufe^ 
virtue^  andptmer  revealed  in  us,  is  our  conformity  tobim. 

Anfw.  It  were  better  and  fafer  iox  him  to  fear  at  home ;  for  the  fnake  is 
in  his  own  grais,  and  many  notional,  high,  foaring  expreffions,  without 
true  knowledge.  But  can  tliere  be  any  conformity  to  Chrifl  without  his 
life,  virtue,  and  power  inwardly  revealed  ?  What  elfe  can  conform  unto, 
and  bring  forth  in,  the  image  and  likenefs  of  Chrift  ? 

He  faith.  He  feareth  lefi  I  make  this  Ufe  and  virtue  our  righteoufnefs^  which 
is  indeed  the- fruits  of  it. 

Anfw.  Who  is  this  that  darkeneth  counfel  by  words  without  knowledge, 
and  runneth  out  from  the  truth  into  his  own  imaginations?  What  was 
Chrift's  righteoufnefs  ?  Was  it  not  the  life,  the  virtue,  the  Spirit  of  the  Fa- 
ther in  him,  he  being  one  with  it,  in  the  faith  of  it,  and  in  the  obedience 
to  it  ?  And  is  not  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  head  and  the  body  the  fame, 
communicated  from  the  head  to  the  body  ?  Are  they  not  all  of  one,  and 
the  •  righteoufnefs  one  and  the  fime  in  both  ?  So  much  of  Chrift's  Spirit, 
lb  much  of  his  righteoufnefs ;  and  out  of  his  Spirit,  out  of  his  righteouf- 
nefs for  evermore.  For  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Son  is  revealed,  and  com- 
municated from  faith  to  faith,  in  his  Spirit ;  and  fo  Chrift  is  indeed  made 
righteoufneis  to  them  that  are  found  in  his  Spirit;  and  they  are  covered 
with  the  garment  of  righteoufnefs  and  falvation,  who  are  covered  with  Kis 
Spirit. 

He  faith.  Our  righteoufnefs  is  before  tins. 

Anfw.  What!  Is  our  righteoufnefs  before  any  of  the  life,  virtue,  and 
power  of  Chrift  revealed  in  us  ?  Is  God  a  refoefter  of  perfons  ?  Doth  he 
juftify  any  out  of  the  holy  covenant  before  he  nath  made  a  change  in  him  ? 
How  doth  this  man,  ^th  his  vain  imaginations,  turn  the  whde  way  and 
counfel  of  God  upfide-down  ? 

He  brings  a  fcripture  to  prove  this,  The  Jpirit  is  life  for  righteoufnefs 
fake. 

Anf(D.  That  fcripture  (which  is  Rum.  viii.  10.)  fpeaks  of  thofe  in  whom 
Chrift  is  and  dwells ;  and  there  indeed  the  body  is  dead  hecaufe  offiny  and  the 
fpirit  is  life  hecaufe  cf  righteoufnefs.  This  is  olainlv  fpoken,  and  plainly 
felt  and  known  as.  it  is  fpoken.  Oh !  that  he  mA  the  true  fenfe  and  un- 
derftanding  of  it  as  it  is  in  Jefus  \ 

He  faith,  Righteoufnefs  is  in  order  of  nature  before  fan£Hfication. 

Anfw.  That  which  is  holy  is  righteous ;  there  is  nothing  righteous  in  the 
eyes  of  the  pure  God  but  that  which  is  holy.  The  head  was  really  holy 
and  righteous,  and  they  that  are  in  him  partake  of  his  holinefs  and  righte- 
oufnefs, and  are  really  holy  and  righteous  in  him  \  and  faith,  which  purifies 

the 
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the  hearty  and  through  which  &ndificadon  is,  muft  needs  be  in  order  of 
nature  before  the  juftification  which  is  by  it ;  for  God  juftifieth  no  unbe- 
lievers, but  believers  only.  Yea,  the  wicked  muft  foriake  his  way,  and 
the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord ;  which  can-* 
not  poffibly  be  without  ibme  degree  of  fanftification,  before  the  Lord  wiU 
have  mercy,  and  pardon  the  Ibul  its  fins,  Ifa.  Iv.  7.  and  chap.  i.  16,  1 7, 1 8» 

He  faith,  Jt^tficaticm  is  an  a£i  of  grace  faffed  upon  us  by  Godfreefy^  without 
r4fpeB  to  us  as  godfy  i  nayy  properhf  refleSing  on  us  in  thai  moment  as  im- 
g^fy. 

Jnfiv.  I  charge  this  in  the  fight  of  God  for  abfolutely  falfe  dodtrine,  and 
contrary  to  the  gofpel.  For  God  Juftifieth  no  man  as  ungodly  1  but  calleth 
upon  men  to  repent,  and  turn  m>m  their  ungodlinefs,  and  he  will  have 
mercy  .upon  them,  juftify  and  fiivc  them.  Now  men  are  not  ungodly  in 
turning  from  their  ungodlineis,  but  changed ;  and  (b  thrir  ftate  is  in  fome 
meafure  changed  berore  juftified.  If  Abraham  was  ungodly  when  God 
called  him ;  yet  in  forfaking  his  own  country,  and  following  the  Lord,  and 
ofiering  up  his  Son,  he  was  obedient,  and  not  ungodly,  and  in  that  obe- 
dience he  was  juftified.  A  man  may  have  notions  of  juftification  in  his 
mind,  and  accordingly  take  himfelf  to  be  juftified,  when  he  is  not ;  but 
there  is  no  man  juftified  by  the  Lord  till  he  be  changed,  tranflated  into 
him  in  whom  God  juftifieth,  out  of  the  place  of  condemnadon  mto  the 
place  of  juftificadon.  For  till  men  are  changed  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of 
the  Lord,  they  are  but  darknefs,  and  in  the  darkneis,  where  no  juftifica- 
tion is.  It  is  the  believing,  the  obedient,  the  children  of  light,  that  are 
juftified  by  the  Lord. 

He  faith,  ff^ere  we  goMy  before  or  at  that  timcj  it  were  no  aH  of  grace  to 
pronounce  us  righteous. 

Anfw.  He  that  witnefleth  falvadon  in  Chrift  Jefus,  witnefleth  it  to  be  a 
continued  a6t  of  grace.  Grace  appears  to  the  foul,  grace  teacheth,  grace 
enableth,  grace  maketh  a  change  from  the  ungracioufnefs  of  the  heart  and 
ftate ;  and  then  grace  (or  God  by  his  grace  in  and  through  Jefus  Chrift)  for- 
giveth  the  fins  that  were  committed  before.  For  though  the  Lord  vifit 
me  with  Ufe,  quicken  me  thereby,  make  a  change  in  my  heart  and  ftate ; 
yet  it  is  his  mercy  to  accept  me,  and  to  pafs  by  for  his  name's  fake  my 
former  debts  and  trefpafifes  againft  him.  Alas!  the  new  covenant  is 
wholly  a  covenant  of  grace  and  mercy ;  and  the  giving  of  Chrift,  drawing 
the  mind  to  him,  accepting  and  juftifying  in  him,  are  works  of  grace  and 
mercy  towards  his.  So  the  fpiritual  Kracl  may  well  fing  this  fong  in  the 
land  of  holinefs  and  redemption,  O  praife  the  Lord !  for  he  is  goody  and  his 
mercy  endkreth  for  ever.  .  I  can  truly  fet  my  feal  to  this  thing  j  that  the 
more  holy  and  righteous  the  Lord  maketh  me  in  his  Son,  the  more  fenfible 
am  I  of  his  love,  grace,  and  mercy,  in  juftifying  <rf  me ;  and  it  is  precious 
to  me  to  witnefs  juftification  and  acceptance  with  him  in  and  through  his 
Son. 

He 


I 
i 

I 

I 

I 

1 1 


r42r  The  bofy'Trutb  and  People  defended. 

He  fidtb  fixrttier^  Bnt  tbis  is  tSi  htmty^  the  freenefs^  tbi  muMtfictMce^  tie 
riches  of  the  praceafGsdj  $$  csU  things  that  are  mt  as  though  thty  wtrg, 

AnptsK  T^e  hml  of  abufiflg  that  fcripture.  God  iene  ClvUt  to  re- 
new, tx>  redeem^  to  change,  to  make  holy  and  righteous,  to  make  people 
fock  as  the  Father  might  be  pleafed  with^  accept,  and  jufti^ ;  and  as  Chrtt 
maketh  them  k>^  the  Father  receiveth  and  acceptetb  them  as  fiicb.  But  Gcd 
doth  diilinguiih  and  call  things  as  they  are*  He  ^^  not  call  an  ungodly 
man  an  hdy  man,  a  juftified  man ;  but  when  he  hath  chared  him,  new* 
created  him  in  Chrin:  Jefus,  took  him  out  of  his  old  flock,  and  planted 
him  into  the  new;,  then  he  accounteth  and  calleth  him  fo»  and  not  be- 
isst.  It  were  better  for  men  to  wait  upon  God  to  imderftand  what  his 
Spirit  meant  in  what  he  ipake^  than  to  put  formed  meantogs  of  their 
own  upon  lis  wotds. 

He  wrefts  my  words,  charing  and  xeprovhtg  me,  as  if  I  faid,  ^he  love 
of  Cod  was  a  hare  thing. 

Jinfw.  Thofe  were  not  my  words,  nor  dkl  my  woids  i<i  fignify ;  but  my 
wtffds  were,  That  it  is  not  by  hare  feving  (or  mere  k>^iag>  or  on^  loving) 
that  God  makes  a  man  righieous;  whKfa  is  very  true  and  manifeft :  for  there 
is,  befides  his  love  (in  and  through  that  love)  the  fending  of  his  Son^  and 
SBvealing  of  his  Son,  drawing  to  and  tmniphoiting  into  his  Son,  to  make 
hdly  and  rig^teoos  in  hhn.  For  hdtneis,  though  it  may  be  diflinguifhed, 
)sct  it  cannot  be  divided  from  righteoufnefe^  nor  can  a  man  pebbly  be 
n^toous  in  God's  fight,  unlels  he  be  alio  hdy  in  ibme  meafore.  His  le- 
fle£ting  wosds  hereupon  I  pais  by,  though  very  unjufliy  and  anehriftianly 
caft  upon  me  (without  any  juil  occafion  given  him  by  words)  which  I  defire 
the  Lord  may  make  him  imible  of,  that  he  may  be  forgiven  it. 

He  blametb  me  for  faying.  We  make  no  finite  thing  our  righteoufnefi ; 
and  yet  he  iaith,  iTenuAe  the  mafurt  ef  the  Spbrit  (which  each  member  ofChrifi 
receives)  our  r^teoafhefs. 

jinjw.  A  meafore  hath  the  fiune  nature  with  the  fuhiefs*  A  meafure  of 
the  Spirit  and  life,  of  the  grace  and  truth  which  comes  from  Jefus  Cfarift, 
hath  the  feme  nature  that  the  ftdnefs  hath.  AH  die  life,  all  the  new  cresr 
tion  that  comes  from  him,  and  dwells  in  him,,  is  righteous^  and  found 
righteous  where-ever  it  is  found.  Yet  I  do  not  remember  that  we  have 
thus  exprdied  it,  that  that  meaiure  is  our  righteoafheis  -,  but  it  is  he  iriio  is 
the  fiiliiids,  who  is  revealed  m  that  meafure ;  and  it  is  he  who  is  our  righte* 
oufhefi,  our  wifikun,  our  fanfidfication,  our  redemptxMi ;  but  it  is  in  the 
holy  pure  meafure  of  the  heavenly  gift  that  he  is  made  thus  of  God  to  us,  not 
out  of  it. 

He  fiddi.  The  Lard  our  righUoufnefs  redeems  us^  4tot  froperfy  by  the  Ufeaui 
Spirit  of  bisGoAeady  though  that  was  in  the  worky  fifportingy  enaUing  Mm, 
and  carrying  himi^yim  thatgrsat  usidertaking\  but  by  the  death  andjufferings 
tf  hismanhod. 

Aafeo. 
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Jhfio*  This  is  ftratigc  do^faine^  to  make  the  immhood  the  latin.  Re- 
deemer,  and  the  life  and  Spirit  of  the  Godhead  but  the  rupp<Mter  and  carrior 
up  of  the  man  in  the  work  of  reden^on  %  whereas  it  was  the  Word  which 
created  all»  whidi  alfo  redeenaed^  he  that  left  his  gbrjr,  and  made  him- 
felf  of  no  reputadon,  but  came  in  the  form  of  a  fervant,  to  do  the  wilL 
It  was  the  Spirit  and  life  of  the  Father  (e^n  the  eternal  Son)  which  took 
up  that  body,  appeared  in  that  body,  offi:red  it  up  a  pure  and  acceptabfe 
facrifice  to  the  Father,  finifhing  the  work  therdn  which  the  Father  gave 
him  to  do,  Jcbn  xvii.  4,  5. 

He  faith.  Shall  we  think  to  mfiver  the  law  iy  our  oheJiencef 

Anfw.  We  do  not  look  upon  the  law  of  Mofes,  which  was  giyen  to  the 
Jew  outward,  to  be  the  di%enfauon  of  the  new  covenant,  or  to  be  the 
law  qS  the  Spirit  (^  life  in  QhnSi  Jefus  ;  but  thofe  who  are  in  the  new  co* 
venant,  and  have  God's  law  written  in  their  hearcs,  and  his  fear  put  there^ 
which  preierveth  fix>m  departing  from  him,  and  his  Spirit  put  witliin  them^ 
to  caule  them  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to  keep  hi^  ftatutes  and  judgments^ 
and  do  them ;  and  wb6  live  in  the  Spirit,  and  walk  not  after  the  flefhy 
but  after  the  Spirit,  the  righteoufnefe  of  tfauc  law  is  fulfilled  in  thefe.  Yet 
they  do  not  magnify  ^  and  cry  up  their  own  obedience  (nor  call  it  their 
righteoufheis}  but  him  from  whom  their  obedience  comes.  For  in  the 
meafure  of  his  grace  and  living  truth  the  foul  is  one  with  him ;  and  all  that 
he  is,  and  all  that  he  hath  done,  is  theirs  \  and  it  is  he  himfelf  that  is  the 
ri^teoufnefs  of  all  that  are  in  him :  and  they  that  abide  in  him  partake  of 
his  righteoufiieis  fiom  day  to  day,  which  floweth  in  like  a  ftream  upon 
them. 

I  wifh  he  could  confider  m  what  fpirit  it  is  that  he  calls  the  white  ftone 
a  ticket  for  the  righteoofiiefs.  Doth  he  know  the  white  flone  with  the  new 
naihe  ?  It  is  no  l^s  than  the  £3undadon-ftone,  than  the  righteoufiieis  itfelf ; 
and  what  doth  he  talk  of  bringing  dbat  as  a  ticket  for  the  righteoufiiefs  ? 

He  feetneth  to  pais  by  feooe  things  (which  I  ipeak  in  tender  bve  and 
weightinefs  of  fpirit  to  him)  as  the  judgraeoc  of  man  in  his  day ;  but  let 
him  take  heed^  when  he  comes  to  ropear  befinre  God,  he  then  find  it  was 
the  judgment  of  God's  Spirit  in  the  light  c^  his  dav ;  whidi  day  is  inwmf 
and  fjjparitc»li  which  believers  are  to  haften  to,  and  whkh  approacbeth  ie 
ev«ry  hearty  as  the  night  ijpeodeth  and  pafieth  away.  And  idl  true  Chri* 
ftians  and  believers  ought  to  wait  for  the  paffing  away  of  the  night,  aad 
the  downing  of  this  day,  and  the  arifiog  of  the  daj^r  in  iketr  hearts* 

Vkt  iaith,  Cbrifi  is  wuo  rtadf  io  he  rtvedeJL 

Jnjw.  I  believe  he  is  to  be  levealed  further,  and  in  fuller  glory ;  bue  be 
is  truly  already  revealed  29  the  Savtour,  ifaepherd,  and  faifliop  of  the  foul  1 
and  many  are  gatheiod  hoeae  so  their  leftu^-place  ia  him,  which,  white 
they  were  icatteied  up  and  down  upon  the  barren  mountaim  (before  die 
&epfaerd  appeared  and  made  i^mfelf  mani&Il)  they  co^  not  ind. 

He 
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He  feems  to  ftril^e  at  the  peace  and  joy  which  is  of  God,  and  to  give  it 
a  daih,  Becaufe  minds  eftroMgjBd  from  ibe  tntigbtnings  and  ccnvi3ions  of  God^ 
iave  much  peace  in  their  wofs^  andfucb  are  imder  dehtfions. 

Anfw.  We  do  not  tell  nicn  of  the  peace  and  joy  we  have  in  our  God 
boaftingly  *,  but  in  a  faithful  way  of  teftiniony  concerning,  and  invitation 
to,  what  we  once  wanted,  but  now  have  found,  under  the  leadings  of  the 
true  Shepherd.  And  the  peace  and  ioy  which  he  gives,  is  an  evidence  and 
afiurance  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  to  whom  it  is  given  by  him.  And  they  that 
have  been  greatly  diftrefled  for  want  of  the  Lord,  and  his  powerful  arm 
of  falvation,  having  met  with  it,  it  rifeth  up  from  life  in  them  to  teflify 
and  fay  to  others,  Lo !  this  is>  our  Godj  we  bave  waited  for  bim^  and  we 
will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  bis  falvation.  And  oh  I  that  ye  alio  were  dripped 
of  this  dead,  notional,  compreheniive  knowledge  concerning  the  Saviour ! 
That  ye  might  meet  with  the  Saviour  himfelf^  and  recrive  that  knowledge 
from  him  which  is  life  eternal.  And  this,  with  the  true  peace  and  joy 
thereof  from  him,  ye  would  find  no  delufion. 

He  fpeaketh.  Of  fleering  lofs^  and  of  pbrqfes  and  expreffions:  Better  (faid 
he)  to  fuffer  lofs  in  thefcj  tban  tbemfehes  to  be  dejiroyed. 

Anfw.  Let  him  apply  this  home.  Oh !  that  he  (aw  how  thole  phrafes 
and  expreffions,  and  imaginary  knowledge,  which  he  hath  brought  forth  in 
this  letter,  ftands  in  his  way  to  hinder  the  true  knowledge ;  and  that  he 
cannot  poffibly  receive  the  true  knowledg^e  without  being  emptied  of  thefi^ 
and  parting  with  them  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  as 
it  is  in  Jefus  ^  and  without  the  true  knowledge  of  Jefus  men  cannot  but 
periih,  and  be  overtaken  with  deftru£tion. 

^ben  for  being  belpful  to  eftaUife  perfons  in  grace. 

Anfw.  Such  kind  of  dod^rines  as  thefe  do  not  tend  thereto. 
.  They  may  eftablilh  men  in  fuch  a  notion  of  grace  as  he  hath  formed ;  but 
they  neither  tend  to  lead  to,  nor  eftablilh  in,  the  grace  itfel^  but  keep  mea 
from  it.  Nay,  I  can  truly  fay  it  from  him  that  is  true,  that  he  himfelf 
cannot  receive  the  grace,  the  thins  itlelf,  till  he  part  with  thefe  notxms. 
And  oh !  that  he  might  know  the  ftone  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without 
Jhands  to  dalh  his  image !  that  the  Living  One  (who  ^ves  life)  might  be 
received  by  him,  in  that  meafure  of  grace  and  truth  which  he  inwardly  di& 
penfes  to  all  that  travel  out  of  the  darknels  of  their  own  imaginations  and 
conceivings  upon  the  fcriptures  into  his  pure  light. 

The  n»in  reafon  he  giveth  why  he  is  not  fatisfied  with  that  whkh  I  fent 
Una,  concerning  the  fum  and  fubfbnce  of  the  true  religion,  is  ^  becaufe  it 
figltts  with  his  nc^ns,  even  a  fiating  of  our  righteodhels  with  God,  ac- 
ccurding  to  his  ima^nation  \  which  is  ablblutely  a  meer  dream,  which  he  hath 
dreanit  of  in  the  night,  and  not  feen  in  the  Hght  of  theday.  For  the  ay 
of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  in  the  gofpel-(ky ;  Open  ye  the  gaiesy  that  the 
righteous  nation^  which  keepeth  the  truths  may  enter  in.  This  is  the  truth,  as 
uod  hath  revealed  by  his  own  Spirit^  in  this  our  day  i  but  to  fay  this  fpciks 
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of  our  ftaic  in  hinii,  without  tritneflkig  \%  in  oorfelves,  w- ttit  i  meet 
dieam ;  and  men  cannot  bring  fbrtli  frutt  €0  God,  ndr  be  k^efy  and'pled^ 
ing  in  his  eyes,  but  as  their  fallow  ground  v&  ploughed  up,  the  thorns^  thiftles; 
briars,  and  that  which  isimcleatt  and  unholy,  removed. 

Chrift,  he  fakh,  i$  the  bemmfy  man^  akd  manfion  in  ^hdm  'ooe  are  thus 
Uejfidy  and  in>  wbm  we  Jit  d$%vn  in  a  Jtate  Gf  refi  and  reeontiUaHorty  heavenly 
and  droine^  h^cre  and  wiib^ut  the  cen/Meratim  ef  any  wotks  ef  righfeoafnefi 
which  we  have  xjifreugbt^  &c.  .;....: 

An^.  If  he  means  dm  concermng  die  fell  fitting  down  in  reft ;  \t  ik 
diredUy  contrary  to  fcripture;  For  none  fit  down  in  that  full  reft,  befcrt 
and  without  confideration  of  works  of  righteoufnefs  wrought  by  thenr. 
For  that  great  judgment  is  a  time  of  f^t^dering  to  etreiy  m^n  atcording  to 
his  works.  Reft  is  tlie  reward  of  the  traveller,  and  his  travels  are  not 
ddpifed,  but  confidered  in  his  reward.  Mark ;  every  one  t!iat  improved 
the  talent,  had  a  reward  from  his  Lord^.  jlkd  come  ye  Mejid  -of  tny  Father^ 
inherit  the  kmgdom  prepared  fw  you:  fbr  l  was  an' hungred^  and  ye  gave  mi 
meai^  &c.  Matt.  xxv.  And  the  apoftle  is-  of  the  fame  mind  with  Chr9t, 
when  he  faith,  //  is-  a  righteous  thing  with  God:,  to  feampence  tnBulation  to 
them  that  trofUih you^  and  toyourefi^  &c.  2  Th^.  i.  6,  7.  So  that  pcrfoni 
do  not  fit  down  in  eternal  blelftdnefs  in  Chrift,  before  or  widiout  confide-^ 
ration  of  any  works  wrought  by  them\  ' 

And  then  for  fitting  down^  in  an  hetf\fehhr  ifitfine  ftate  of  righteOufncTsi 
reft,  and  peace  in  him  here-,  it  is  a  ^oriousreate  to-be  travelled  toi  There 
intift  be  a  tranflating  out  of  the  kingdont  of  d&rknefr,  into  the^kiiigdonl 
of  the  dear  Son  firft.  The  fcingdoni  mulb  frff '  h^  come,  aM  tht  foui  jpre- 
pared  to  enter  into  it,  at  the  gate  which  the  Spirit- opens  to  Kim'  in  tfie  way 
of  the  gofpeL  For  it  is  one  thing  to  knolif  fbmewhat  of  Chri(H  and  to 
begin  to  become  a  difciple ;  and  another  thing  to  Icam  of  hith*  fo  ta  denv  a 
man's  own  wifdom  an^  will,- as-  to  cohie  to' receive  and  bfc  Born*  of  that 
which  is  true  and  living  of  him  ;  and  to  learn  to  waft  aright  for  the  opening 
of  the  gate^  and  entering  into  khekingdcte  and*lknd**of  Kfe,*  and^to^c  ffre- 
pared  to  fit  down  with  him/  .  ;  .  '  '  ^  '  " 

For  there  is  a:ftftte  of  diibipleChip,  whetein  a' man  hardly- ktloWeth  a  fet- 
tlenwnt;,  famuchas  how  t»w«ch^thChrKlltigHtly»and*^^  but  it 

is  a . greitti  matter  to  be'  ^e^  dw^l^  anfl^fde  with-  Kim:  None  cart  di* 
this,  but  he  that  can  d^tli^rftinii^^klihi^tkilr^^lfir^^^  everlafiin^  i^'umiftgs  :  for 
the  pure  word:of  life  is.^fire,'^rttM<e'that"fiti  down  in  the  heavenly  pli« 
in. him,  muft  fit' down  in^ that 4re.'  . 

Thk'  he  roekom  the  film  flfttflo  ftfet*,  whfch  *  indeed  is-  rio  -ftate^  at  aW. 
There  is'.notaihte  in  Chrift^Mrtrtlow-beihg^ih  Chrift';  anfdahen  the  date  i$ 
according,  ta  the  foul's  being  in  Ghrrft^  fdr^  theft' the  work  Of  rtgenenfioft,' 
the  work  oft  fanftificatiwi,  the  work  of  juftiftrihg,  &?f-  goeth-  oh^  and  "a 
mairts  witfaXSod,  acconiing-a»  ha  isftaiMd  and 'ne^f*  create*  ifi'<3Ktfl*i'  an* 
oot  otherwife.     So  that  the  life  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift  is  found 

Vol.  II.  U  judging 
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judgpg  and  coademning  whftteyer  is,  not  of  God ;  and  juftifying  only  what 
IS  of  God  in  bim.    For  the  foul  thra  tomes  iato  the  new  cevenant. 


lequireth  and  jufti&eth  that  whicii  b  new,  all  thaeis  wrought  in  God;  and 
condemneth  all  that  is  wfougbt  out  of  hin>.  And  fo  hefe  is  the  true^  fenle 
-and  know  Ittige  of  fin,  bv  the  new  and  pure  law  of.  the  new  corenant ;  and 
the  adrocate  icndwn,  ana  repentance  given  by  him  upon  all  occafions,  to 
thole  tlutt  wait  upon  bim,  and  th^  fpriijkling  of  the  blood,  and.tfae  remii^ 
fion  upon  repentance.  This  is  the  new  living  way  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  which  iiehathconieprated;^F  all  hb^  made  known  in  the  demonftra- 
tion  of  his  Spirit)  which  will  ftand  for  ever  \  whereas  mens  ap{Meheniions 
about  thofe  things,  which  they  have  gathered  and  comprehended  of  them^ 
jGblves  out  of  the  icr^tures  (in  ij»  fuppofed  light  of  their  naMral  reafon 
and  underftanding)  are  but  dreasis,  and  wiU  vanifli  even  in  their  own  hearts, 
if  ever  the  true.light  arile  there. 

.  He  faith,  ^Ins  ftate  can  nevir  fall^  nor  be  jnudit  faUenfrnm. 
. .  Aufw.  There  is  a  way  of  coming  to  Chrift,  and  there  is  a  way  of  pre^ 
iervation  in  Chrift.  For  there  is  a  power  that  redeenpis ;  and  men  are  pre- 
lerved  by  that  power  in  fubjeAion  to  it.  And  fo  every  one,  that  thinketb  he 
fiandetb^  is  tofear^  and  to  take  teed  left  be  fall '^  and  not  to  boaft  and  &y,  / 
am  in  a  ftate  if  ji^ificationy  wbieb  isjirm  and  eannot  be  maved\  and  it  cannot 
fall,  nor  be  fin^y  fallen  from.  For  ye  are  kept  by  tbe  powar  ^  Godj  through 
faith  unto  falvation.  Kfeep  to  the  power  which  preferves,  bold  that  f aft  which 
thou  hafty  let  no  man  take  tiy  crown.  Keep  the  faith,  make  not  ihipwieck  of 
it,  and: dF  a. good  oonfdence.  Oh  1  that  men  knew  the  right  doctrine  and 
way  of  coining  to  Chrift  1  which  they  cannot  do,  till  they  are  taught  of  the 
Father,  John  vi.  45.  and  the  right  do&rine  and  way  of  ftanding  and  abide- 
ing  in  him.  For  truly  mei^  profefled  coming  to  ChrUl,  believing  and 
ftanding  at  this  day,  is  generally  notional,  outward,  without ;  but  not  in  the 
inward  life  and  power  itielf,  without  which  no  man  can  come^  to  him,  nor 
ihuul  nor  al»de  in  lum.     . 

He  chaigeth  us,  Wisbftttitig  up  a  coftfenant  if  works ;  alwaj^  doit^  andne-' 
ver  done^  a  covenant  to  be  performed  by  us^  foromfelves\  not  by  Chrift  for  us. 

Anjw.  I  would  he  £iw  in  tl^  true  Ught  how  unjuft  and  untrtie  this 
charge .  is.  For  the  Lord  God  of  li&  know^hr  tfaac  he  himfelf  harh  taught 
us  the  new  covenant,  and  thereby  taught  us  to  wait  upcm  him&lf  in  his 
Sra,  to  work  aU  our  works  in  us  and  for  uf ;  and  this  we  daily  experience, 
that  we  can  work  nothing,  but  as  hejiforks  in. us*  Therefore  our  whole 
courfe  is  a  waitiag  on  him  in  ftillnefs,  to  witne&  him  appearing  and  do- 
in^  all  in  us ;  and  bleffi^  be  his  name,^  we  da  not  wsat  in  vaia  But  if 'he 
think  all  works  are  excluded  out  of  the  new  covenant,  he  greatly  erredi ; 
for  the  works  of  God's  Spirit  are  required  and  have  a  plac€  dierein ;  and 
God  and  ChrU  (the  iCing  and  Shepherd)  is  the  ju^ge  of  his  people  in  the 
new  covenant^  and  jjoftiMtli  oi:  Goodcmocfii:  according  to  the  Jaw  thereof* 
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hk  die  fUth  and  obcdknce  ike  juflifiedi ;  in  die  unbelief  tad  difijbedience 
he  condemns^  without  relpeft  of  perfons.  /- 

And  it  i$  a  precious  thing  in  the  go^  nui^bration  to  come  to  God  the 
judge  ef  aH,  and  to  witness  true  judgment  let  up  by  God  in  a  man's  own 
heart  %  that  by  the  miniftration  of  tl^  pure  juc^ioient  there,  d^  ibul  may 
oome  to  learn  rijKhteoufnefs,  of  r  the  hob  teacher  aad  SMfrfierd,  even  the 
Loud  Jefos  Chrifty  who  is  juft  and  fidthnii  under  his  Father^  in  the  impar* 
tial  miniftration  of  the  new  covenant. 

Hereupon  fevcral  charaes-  he  brings  acunft  us«  through  his  own  miftakes* 
and  mifa^henfiwis  ofus,  ^^  ^     .  . 

ASy  Fuft,  7W  Mr  d§BPkit  impHis  free  wttt mulp&wr  in4be  creature. 

Anfw.  We  have  never  experienced  ftce  will  nor  power,  as  of  ourfehnes, 
but.  as  we  have  been  turned  to  Ged^s  power,  and  received  it  from  him ; 
nor  did  we  ever  teftify  to  others,  that  diey  codd  receive  tsA  embrace  truth 
in  their  own  will,  and  by  their  own  power.  Oh !  that  this  perfen  had  true 
difterning  of,  and  were  feveied  from,  duM:  ipirie which  thus  chargeth  us! 
For  whoever  receives  this  teftimony  concerning  the  inward  light  of  our 
Lord  Jefos  Chrkft,  (hall  never  find  himfelf  able  to  do  any  dung  diernn  by 
his  own  will  and  power  •,  but  there  wimcfleth  God's  begetting  him  out  of 
his  own  will,  by  the  life  and  power  ^  truth. 

Secondly,  He  chargeth  it,  "that  U  m$kitb  the  deSiM  ef  God  aliegetbet 
fru/lraneous.  ..... 

Anfiv.  Eledion  of  the  fi^sd,  in  the  feed^  it  dodi  not  at  all  make  fruftm-  > 
neous ;  but  mens  wrong  i^prdkenfions  concerning  ebftbn  out  of  the  feed, 
the  true  dodrine  of  demon  doth  not  confifl  with.    He  bath  ebefet^  us  in' 
Urn.  80  that  iu  bim^  to  wit,  itt  Ofrift^  the  chMce  is ;  and  he  that  witt  make 
bis  ekaim  furt^  muft  make  the  feed  Jure  to  Inm^^  glowing  in  the  nature 
thereof,  wherein  the  ele£tion  is  to  the  truly  obedient* 

He  faith,  Our  rigbteoufkefs  witb  Ged  is  tbe  feundatim. 

AhJw.  But  is  there  not  fomewhat,  which  is  the  foundation  of  our  righte- 
oufneis  with  God  ?  And  can  we  be  righteous  with<God,  dUrWecaometo  that 
foundation,  and  be  made  ri^teous  by  it  ?  Muft  we  not  firft  bdieve  in  him  I ' 
And  is  not  faith  a  gift  i^0h  •  comes  from  the' holy  root,  and  makedi  a/ 
change  ia  them  in  whom  th^s. gift  is  found?  Doth  not  £uth  ms&e  a  diffii* 
rence  between  them  that  believe,  tMitbem^tbat  believe  not  ^  So  tkit, . fy  Ibfuk  < 
as  ever  there  is  true  fakh, .and it  thus^  works^tfaejKtf^ir  cbaugidi  and  there 
is  no  juftification  before  £ddi.    For  ill  the  unbdief  it  tlis  condemaatkm 
for  ever.    He  tbat  beUewtbnbt,  is  ce^deumed a^eadf. •  Am) wh^pl  *is  he  jufti- 
fied  there  too^  at  the  iaffie  dme  i  Was  Abpaham,  our  fother/ jdftifiad  m' 
the  unbelief  and  difobedienoii  'Or  in  befieving  land.  obtf^ing.^Qod  j  Fon- 
what  faith  the  &n^pMxc  I  j^^ndbam^  belief 
rigb^etmfnefs.      :  .  •       '. .  \  .,!  >'/•,  ,       t  1-';  c\     .'•.  i-''-^  i-n:.  ,::^-     ...» 

That  which  I  fpokeofrhe  4Uib^  LbutJieJMfiamlfifeff/huam..  ^      '^ 


'  ..-^M^ '  Whan  Chrift  4ife&4 :  if)tti  to  dto  feed  of  the  kingdom^  doch:  btf 
direft  ujpto  the  fruit  and  fuperftru6jtf«f>  ? .  \  {pqfkf  >|bere^  t^c^feedjof  rthe 
light,  qr  t^  hely^tfi  of  ^:qHici^cninavytjy^t,:iSslh^  tbf.f«pcaftnMa:i»€  ? 
Or  k  that  the fruic  of  incas  biii^  m^  rigfektQjww?  N^Mt-mj^ft  ttoey  ftoc 
uu-A  to  that,  facekve  that^  b€U0ve.m  tfut,  isvcjp^ yi iho  Hglifi.of'iQ^d's  Spmci 
(for  |hey  are  ^Ik^  crue  mi  n^t  balicfver^),'  be^)Fe  >^  ^gfo  f  ai^i  ^^cxie  to  be 
ip#cte  fighB&wjSy.cff  a€c<)Mnj€d,  .righteous  kt  %\^  Ay^.  o(  fb$  JLotd;?  Fof 
none  are  righteous,  but  in  him  \  and  all-  M^o^i)f  .-HhiHt  tiH  dl^ey  b^^^Mihccted 

He  inftanceth  in  one  pafTage  of  mine  (in  a  book  bcitiukd^  /^  y'be  Sum  ^. 
^<  Subjtmu  tf '^^'  J%#%i#^  :^4/^  ^r«  yaUgA,  Q^A.Rfiit:s/'>«  tlie ,  VK>rd»  are 

down  iif^n  4^^ib^  ,iip^  k^  i$  d^^t  ^»*^  to^.h  kr^^  f^oHf  ^  the  gfem^  Ur 
Im  t^  Gwt  andtKf^^  m  bis  'dtmifmr);:  smd^'oihf,  i^.  h  i^t  ijuJu^ff^Ofit  amt 
oiedifiT^^e  toi  'Hn^  wife  u  t9  neqpf.  .iVow*  i^  i^fpfnimc^  it  tj^,4m  in:ih^.  ieiwi^, 
thepjhi  hrn^kt  dotutn^  tie  fa^d  if  Up  r^ifid^  4»d  iJki  £ml  fuifjiiff '  tc^  tht  pri 
k^enfyfimery  v^kfifi  ri^t  it.is  M  mpi  m  the  biort^in  Mhi  ^  tbe,Jiedy  tint 
U  if  bU^  piits  ii^dsedifn'  h^i  tke  ^Mnk  ^  .^^m^  fiC.  .  Thefb  ««fe  my* 

Now  mind ;  GocTis  the  teachiii i«ii tW »eirr€PMBafit^  NmI  be  thmhafhi 
teaiaed  thil^  (ff  hivf^  lutth  be  nqc  learnf^d  the  true  relu^?  And  k  not  (&is 
a  full  fum  and  fubftance  of  religion  ?  When  tjie  apoule  laith,  Pur^  rdigimi 
tuii  miffiM  .hfbtce  G^  if  A  ifijt  th^  fatkerii^  i^.  Alaft  f  mgbt  this 
fpirit.havc  ff^^igaioft  tlhe  bjkfltd  #^9ft)fi«.  ^ai:  iarfliM  the  puM  lelig^oii  (jioe 
tbe  funet  or  fub^oce  of  pw^  wd  und^filed  ireU^loii)gu  that  ia  bm  a  fruit  or 
f«p(e»:{l«uAi3wl  Qh!  th^  o^^  ))i4\CQue'f^ii&  aAdtUfideiftaiMiiiigir  Tiwtbef 
sgi^te  /ayoiir  the  woid^  th^t  ceme  from  Gdd'9^  Spirit^,  and  the  wofds  that, 
come  from  their  own  ipirifi^  avbd  mighn  not  boe&fidiE^  atr  thar  wbaeh  1$ 
true,  pure,  and  living^(^  hi«V  ^  •  . » 

.  BQt;bayidBg.>di8ilK^tbi^  fum^i  h<3.gi9^eth  om  o£  h«t^  owb(>  in  tihefe  wcKds 
fe]]|((Hv4og  7.'jF  jSgr^  f£<  72(0,,  ^N^/ibM  'U^bJSr^amlmmijii  itt^§m  m  $$  knom^ 
of^rJi^pf^batM  (at^bt  m^  k9^^bi$^thsi  Mmdt^i^  mmifi$ditri^Citifi^  md 
bvmM'  dnvHt.mto^  Us  gpofbe^.  md\  tli^ti^afe.riJtnr^togHier  ^A  Umy  by.tb0 
f^.Qfi.  £te  .fpmitkn  ^  Gidi  nd^fwm  tkU>  fai/in:t0f  be  vmUn^  mth  G^dv 
t9\nm^^  0lfi  mttiA^s  ti^  aie  m  > 

'  *^^4Utfxlibi  I>f)th^aoi.  Chri&&ixle'lw>apfiftk9<tO)|pi^^ 
theto ahblBftcaa^t  ^tnA'<^\isii§bk\i  wA  tatum  (hdtf)  mmdatiii  the  tmt 
lig^U;  tbatitHeqBfimgblJ>ei*«flbghttin         it>?  Doth  Jit  not  import  ram  firft 
tftikjiiMitfajit^ivlhcr  oug^  becl-ucificdi  before ttte](t:^know die tnh 

fQly«s  t<iifiiiKe^.tboiidb)j  f  So^thai  Chri^  didLjuc^ihiaiasi  tfa«  firft  thio^  no- 
c^fi^'tOtlkiicDaiinin^.^^^  of  db.  go^h  wd  bid  jten  prewhk 

the  light,  and  turn  men  to  the  lights  and  to  the  inward  appeakaooo  alid^ 
voice  of « G6&!k^gH6s^  'am.titeti((  bcara*  :  Aif^^^vhiit  r^-ao:  mfH  oSbii  togiiher 
Wtth^faim^  by  the  faith  of  the  opentioa  of  God,,  whik  they  are  yet  in  their 
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fins,,  in  their  mmodly  ftate  ?  And  How  can  any  Witnefs  tlie  faith  bf^  khc  opie- 
taiion.  of  God  m  this  Hate?  No^  h  'had  been  better  he  had  forborne 
aiming,  that  tkc  Lord  taught  him  thus  \  for  truly  the  Lord  never  taught 
any  thus.  This  U  not  truth  from  God,  nw  will  it  be  owned  by  the  Lord 
as  his  ttfuth,  when  he  comes  to  appear  before  him ;  and  he  (hould  hate 
look  it  to  hunfetfT  and  not  have  piit  the  naihe  of  the  Lord  to  it. 

Bux  agoinft  this  his  dwn  dofbine,  he  raifeth  an  'objection  in  thefe  words'  i 
$ball  Hvt  mMify  tbtit  whteb  is  mofitfad  nkeady  f  V  . 

.  His  aniwer  is  i  ^he  old  mun^  whkb  is^  crucified  together  with  Chrifi^  ts  the 
jtatM  ^f  the  fiijb^  Md  of  enmity.  This  ispaji  anJO^^  and  in  this  is  the  concern  of 
§mr  f^teottfnifs^  and  yi^ifieatfdn  prap&fy.     . 

.  TIhU  wbtcb  remains  H  he  mrtifiedj  are  out  members  lipott  earthy  which '  are 
the  frtdts  cf  tbaft  e^ljlate\  and  in  the  morticing  of  tBefe'^  is  the  concern  of  our 
fimhr^dHon^    fhi^tlof  Goi  is  dbneiii  heaven;  kc: 
.  Anf».'  f  «tol  ^aks  of  the  lav^  of  fin  in  his  memb&i  \  and  he  alfo  foeaks 
of  tfce  i9df  of  deaths  and  crieis  out  againft  that )  Oh!  fetched  man  thatlam^ 
fifttk  hev  «e*^  pult  deliver  me  fr&mtbe  body  of  this  dedtB  ?  He  felt  Ibmewhat 
tlut  noQrifbed  and  gkve  flterfgtK  to  the  law  of  fin  tti  his  members,  and 
looked  upoi^  bimfetf  jfts  wretched,  tifl  he  could  meet  ^ith  deliverance  tTierer 
ftow.     No^  feme  ard  of  opiftioA.  that  there  h  ho  being  delivered  from  the 
body  of  fin,  while  in  this  lite.     Bol!  tBoii  look  upon  it  td  b6  done  in  Chrift^ 
for  us,  wfithout  us;  but  never  to  be  done  by  chrift  in  us?  Let  me  tell 
thee,  if  ever  thou  come  to  witnefe  the  pure  eterfta!  light  o^  the  Lord  Jefo ^ 
CfarUl  revealed  lA  tk^;;  ^if  wfllnot  nncFout  fome  mefnWs  on  earth  dnljv 
iMt  the  vcfry  body  therMf^  and  (tew  tSheef  the  neceflSfy  of  the  putting  off 
riiac  body  from^  riie^,  and  that  cifcumcifion  whereby  it  i^  to  be  done,  Which 
k  the  dikrumcifiba  ef  Chrift.    Mafk  the  pfomife  of  thd  new-covenant,  / 
will  citcumeifethim  hearty  and  the  heart  of  thy  feedy  to'  Idve  the  Lord  th  God 
wkh  atl  tlriHe  bea/rf^  tMit  thou  ieurytfl  K^,    Is*  not  t^ls  the  circumcmcb  of 
Chrift?  Dbth  HOC  this  cut  off  the  bddy  of  the  fbia  of  the  Bcttx^  in  the  par- 
tidulkr,  where  1*19  is^  Witnefled  f  This  is  the  tmtii,.  aS  itf  fe  in'  Jfefus,  even  to 
jMT  (^  the  old  maii  ^Mth  his  deeds.    It  doth  not  fay,  The  body  is  put  of  in 
Ghtifi  Witbma  ur^  Ofid  men  rtiuft  oAly  put  off  the  tHetilhefs  or  deids  \  but,. 
tibt^  mufi  puP^ff  the  hiy^  and  come  vb  i^ne£i  in  tbemfelves  the  verjr  nature^ 
%ttfit,  fddt,  and  p^ineiple  froioi  wheiice*  they  proceed;  cut  down  arid  de- 
firoyed  in  thenib    They  muft  feel  the.  axe  laid  to  the  root  of  the  ccrrufi  tree\ 
aAd^  it  eiufidgwn  \vt  theme  (ttot  diii&  it  enough  td  fay,  it'  is  done  in  Cnrlft'  for 
them) ;  yea,  they  muft  alfa#?itnefs  the  Lord  arijing  to  Jhakt  terribly  the  earfiy 
in  Whkb  tJM^  tree  grew ;  that  fo*  the'  plkce'  of  dfaffijtfns  arid  fcrpents  (where 
dich-hiy  in  timeS^p^)  ihay  henceforward  become  (he  place"  of  hotinefs\  whero 
g^afs  mof  gr&Wy,  and  the  new  plants  dni  fiowers  of  thefaradtfe  of  God., 

And^fao#  ifrthe^'will  oi^  G^'dbne  in  heaven  ?  Is  it  done  in.  heaven  after 
tfaiv  mMAtr?  Mfike^dderey  and  righteo\rihe&  the  preheminence,,  the  leadinj 
«£^the  van?  (they  are  his  awa  words)  and  {siA  ta  ga  before,,  and  bo! 
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down  ttom  heaven  after  this  manner  (the  body  of  (in  beina  put  oflF  ill 
Qirift  there)  ?  Are  there  not  thofe  here  on  eanh,  who  dweU  in  heaven  ? 
whofe  converlation  is  in  heaven-,  even  the  witnefles  to  God's  holy  truth 
who  are  afcended  up  above  the  Ipirit  of  this  woild,  and  dwell  in  God's  holy 
Spirit ;  and  who  walk  in  the  fight,  as  God  is  in  the  lig^t.  Hell  is  not  far 
fn>m  the  wicked;  nor  is  heaven  far  from  them  who  are  renewed  in  the  fpirits 
of  their  niinds,  and  who  wirnefs  the  pafllng  away  of  the  old  things,  and 
the  new  creation  in  Chrift.  Oh !  that  he  could  look  back  (in  a  true  fenfe) 
pnd  ice  how  he  hath  wreiied  thofe  icriptures!  Pfal.  Ixnv.  9,  10,  11.  If  a. 
iv.  2.  and  Efbef.  ii.  6.  after  his  own  imaginations :  and,  indeed,  in  thij 
fpirit,  men  cannot  but  turn  the  precious  truth  of  God  into  a  lie ;  that  is» 
as  to  themfelves,  as  to  their  own  knowledge  of  it.  It  is  known  how  the 
branch  of  the  Lord  is  beautiful  and  glorious,  and  the  fruit  of  the  earth 
excellent  and  comely,  and  in  what  day  it  is  £> ;  which  day  is,  Wbm  Sie 
Lard  JhaU  have  wa/bed  away  the  fltb  of  tht  daughter  of  Siof$j  atidfiaU  have 
purged  the  bloody  &c*  iy  the  fpirit  ofiuHg$nenty  and  by  the  fpirit  of  burmngy 
Ibu  iv.  4.  Then  every  one  that  is  left  fhaU  be  called  bofy^  and  the  branch  of 
the  Lord  fhatt  be  glorious  in  the  midji  of  tbem^  and  tbe  fruits  of  tbe  eartb  ex- 
cellent  and  comely  for  them.  And  then  they  that  are  thuspurgedy  fbdlljit  ninth 
Cbrifi  in  the  heavenly  places ;  there  being  an  abundant  entrance  minsjiered  to 
them  into  the  ev^lafting  kingdom^  z  Peter  i.  11. 

Thirdly,  He  chargeth  it  with  making  the  obedience  and  fuffering  of  Cbrifi 
fuperfluousy  except  only  as  a  pattern. 

Anfw.  Chrift  came  to  do  the  Father's  will  •,  to  obey,  to  fufier^  to  ta^e 
death  for  every  man  \  to  fight  with  and  overcome  the  Devil ;  to  offer  an 
holy,  fpotlefs  facrifice  for  all  mankind,  that  through  him  they  might  witnefs 
atonement  and  acceptance.  And  the  Lord  faw  the  ufe  of  this,  and  we  wit- 
nefs the  ufe  of  this,  and  find  every  thing  in  its  proper  place  and  fervice  in 
him,  who  is  God's  covenant  of  me  and  peace  in  us,  and  to  us.  B,ut  the 
woik  of  this  day  is  not  to  preach  up  a  notion^  knowledge  of  tliefe  things 
(the  Chriftian  world,  fo  called,  hath  been  drowned  and  dead  in  them  long 
enough),  but  to  bring  to  that  meafure  of  the  Spirit,  to  that  fenfe  of  grace 
and  truths  which  is  come  by  Jefus  Cbrift\  wherein  the  benefit  of  thefe  things  is 
truly  reaped  and  enjoyed ;  and,  indeed,  that  is  the  work  c<»nmitted  unto  us 
from  the  Lord,  who  gave  us  this  teftimony.  to  bear,  whatever  men  may 
think  or  fpeak  of  us. 

Attdwhereas  be  fpedks  of  our  laying  bold  of  paffages^  in  bis  printed  fermonS', 
tofan)our  our  caufe : 

jhfw.  That  is  his  miflake  as  to  me ;  it  was  for  his  fake  I  mentioned  it. 
There  ym]  indeed,  at  that  time,  fomewhat  flirring  in  him,  which  would 
have  gathered  him,  had  he  known  and  obeyed  its  voice,  and  not  run  out 
into  lofty  notions  concem'mg ,  it.  He  hsA  fbme  fenfe  then  of  a  glory  ap* 
preaching,  which  he  might  have  from  the  true  ptophet  i  though  CYen  then 

he 
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ran  om  In  his  imagbations  concerning  it,  and  did  not  rightly  apprehend^ 
nor  know  how  and  when  it  appeared. 

He  hath  further  charges  againft  us ;  Of  crying  up  works  againft  the  w^ri^ 
man ;  marfs  grace  and  rigbteoufnefs  againft  Go^s ;  conftnrmity  io  Cbrift  againft 
Cbrift ;  yeay  to  make  a  Cbrift  of  our  rigbteoufnefs^  a  Saviour  of  our  conformity. 

Anfw.  Oh !  what  will  this  man  do,  when  the  Lord  (hall  (hew  unto  him 
that  he  hath  charged  not  fo  much  us,  as  the  Spirit  and  power,  and  precious 
^ippearance  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  with  thefe  things !  We  cry  up  works 
no  otherwife  than  we  are  taught  of  God,  and  as  the  apoiUes  and.  prophets 
have  cried  tliem  up.  Faith  is  neceflary,  and  works  are  neceflary  in  their 
places ;  and  the  juftification  of  each  follows  them.  And  he  that  receiveth 
the  Spirit  of  the  Son,  and  therein  doth  righteoufnefs,  is  therein  efteeroedof 
God  righteous,  as  the  Son  isrigbteous^  i  John  iii..  7.  God  juftifieth  us  in 
his  Son,  and  loveth  his  holy  leed  too  therein,  ahd  the  faith  that  comes  from. 
him,  and  all  the  works  that  are  wrought  in  him  *,  and  out  of  this  holy  root 
of  life  and  power  is  no  man,  nor  his  faith,  nor  his  works  juftified. 

Then  for  man's  grace  and  righteoufnels.  Where  doth  he  hear  us  ipeak 
of  man's  grace?  Oh!  what  doth  he  mean !  Will  he  mifreprefent  the  caufe  of 
his  neighbour  or  brother,  to  make  it  bad  ?  And  for  man's  righteoufnefs, 
we  do  not  cry  it  up  or  put  it  on,  but  teftify  men  muft  be  uhcloatfaed  of 
it ;  and  we  ourlelves  were  fain  to  part  with  it,  and  put  it  off,  before  we 
could  be  cloathed  with  God's  righteoufneis.  But  the  works  of  life,  the 
works  of  God's  Spirit,  the  works  of  the  new  creature,  the  works  of  the 
new  covenant;  thefe  are  not  man's  works,  nor  unrighteous  works,  con- 
demned by  God ;  but  juftified  in  and  through  him  that  works  them..  The 
works  wrought  in  us  are  truly  acceptable,  and  we  in  bim  wbo  works  tbem^^ 
who  is  our  righteoufnefs.  And  concerning  this  people  fthefc  children  rf 
the  new  covenant)  which  the  Lord  hath  begotten  and  brought  forth  in  this. 
our  day,  that  fcripture  is  fulfilled  in  them,  and  upon  them:  Tbeir  nigbte- 
cufnefs  is  of  me^  Jaitb  tbe  Lordy  Ifai.  liv.  17..  Well !  as  long  as  the  Lord 
faith  ib,  we  matter  not  though  others  fay,  fbat  our  rigbteoufnefs  is  of  our-- 
fehesy  and  that  it  is  our  own  righteoufiiefs ;  being  aiTured  that  God!s.  tefti- 
mony  in  our  hearts  fas  to  this  thing)  wiU  (land. 

He  aggravateth  diis  charge  thus :  Jnd  tbis  to  he  done  iy  tbofe  tbat  bave- 
been  fo-  far  enligbtenedj  and  tbat  account  all  tbe  religion  and  profeffion  in  tbe 
world  below  tbem  as  carnal. 

Anfw:  Indeed  we  magnify  truth,,  life,  the  anointing,  the  fpiritual  the 
inw«-d  appearance  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  to  which  we  have  been  turmd,, 
and  in  it  made  fpiritual*;  and  dUi  other  knowledge,,  faith,  profeflion,  reli- 
gion (which  hath  not  its  rife  here)  we  cannot  but  call  carnal.  Ebr  the  cn- 
i^hcening  Spirit  of  the  Lord  hath  given  us  this  teftimony  to  bear,  againfl: 
all  the  dead  notional  profeflbrs  of  this  age,  who  build  from  the  letter  (or 
rather  their  apprehenfions  of  the  letter)  out  <rf  the  life ;  aU  which  cry  up. 
oames  of  the  foundation  and  eorner-ftone-,  but  refufe,  rejeft,  deny,  and 
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tprn  from  the  corner*fton$  hicnrdf  ;.an<l  have  neither  £kiU  nor  padence  to  try 
iniat  he  is,  in  this  bis  pure,  precious,  liying,  powerful,  and  gkxrbus  ap* 
p^arance.io  the  Ipiritu^  light  of  hi3  inward  a^y 9  after  t^  loo^  thick  dark- 
liefs  pf  the  ^regoing  night*  And  w.oe  would  be  untp  us^  if  we  did  not 
thus  teC^ !  For  for  this  caufe  wc  were  bom  and  brought  into  the  worJd^ 
to  teftify  to  the  present  appeaxa;>ce  of  pur  God,  and  of  nis  Cbrift,  in  this 
,  our  day.  Glory  to  him  who  hath  called  and  cbofen  us  to,  and  (in  a  truQ 
and  precious  mcafure  and  degree  of  his  own  pure  lifo)  made  us  faithful 
therein. 

This  (faith  he)  is  fo  far  from  giving  us,  a  lift  ntarer  be^en^  that  I  casmop 
fifcre  fro^ly  refen^k  it  tbctn  to,  the  coming  forth  of  Amakck,  who  met  Ifrael  by^ 
the  way  when  they  wen  come  forth  out  of  Egyfty  and  fmote  the  hindmoji  of 
ibem^  3cc. 

Anjw.  Do  not  talk  of  having  a  lift  nearer  heaven.  Oh !  learn  the  way^ 
the  holy  way^  the  liying  way«  whci^ein  no  dead,  unclean  thing  can  walk. 
Learn  to  know  God's  Spirit  in  yourfelves  from  that  which  oppo&th  hia, 
Sf)irit.    Ye  hay^  been  long  learning,  after  ypur  old  conceivings  and  ap- 

yrebenfions  of  the  letter ;  oh !  at  length  come  to  learn  the  truth  as  it  is  uv 
efus^  which  difcover^  Qq  and  death*  and  the  body  of  it,  and  crucifies  and 
put3  it  ofiv  and  makes  rQon)  in  the  heart  for  him  tha^  is  true  and  pure. 

And  then  for  Amaleck*s  fmiting  Ifrael^  Oh !  how  greatly  are  ye  miitaken! 
Ye  take  yourfelves  for  Ifr^I,  and.  us  for  Amaleck ;  whereas,  if  your  eyes, 
wereanointedi  ye  would,  fee  that  we  hav.e  been  befptten  and  bora  of  God's^ 
Spirit,  through  the  Word  of  life*  which  wi^  from  the  be^nning,  wh^rj^'in 
we  have  been  circumcifed.witl)  the  circum^ifion  made  wjitnont  hands,  that 
we  mi^ht  worihip  God  in  his.Qwn.pur^e  Spiriti  and  in  his  living  truth;  and* 
i|iat  opr  Gqd  hath  inwardly,  appeared  to  us,  and  led  us  out  of  Egypt*^ 
land,  and  out  of  Babylon  alio,  an^  all  the  lands*  wherqnto  we  have  been^ 
fcattered  in  the  cloudy  and  dark  day :  a^d  that  this  is  A^alock^s  fpirit  in 
your  feveral  forts  of  prpfeflbrs  (t^irough  ypur  di^k  imaginations  and .  con-, 
ceivings  about  the  letter)  which  rifeth  up  againft  us;  anfi  this,  fpirit  in  you* 
fearetn  not  thap  God  who  hath  s^pcvu'ed,  and  by  I\is  own  holy  arm  of 
power  hath  leid,  and  is  leading  us.    So  that  we  mjiy  take  up  the  complsunt, 
of  the  prophet  in  this  day,  W^  hath  beliew4,  oyarrep^t  ? .  4nid  to  whonf  is-  the 
am  of  the X^d  revealed  ?  For  though  we  fpeak  what  we  have  heard,  iqin;, 
and  felt  oJF  the  life  which  is  eternal,  and  of  the  JVard  xoiich  was  in  the  be*. 
ginfui^  \  yet  ye  arc^  fo.  far  frpni  thcr  witneis  of  God  in,  ypur  own  hearts 
mat  ye  cannot  receive  our  teftimony!,  but  oppofe  it  with  youx^  dead,  dry,, 
nononai,  <;onceite4%  irpa^inary  knowledge*  wnich  will  ftand  you  in  no.fl:^^ 
at  all  when  ye  cpme  to.  appear  before  God. 

'Then  he  proceedcth,  complainiog  agsunft  us  thus:  >©,  Sir!  infieadof 
dzfipin^  ,dS  op,  ibe  ba^ki^an4  mfni/lerthg  to  us  in  owr  joumrfyyou  clogMT^ 
marcb\  anidfall  H$on  our  re^.    I^ead.of  ferving  the  kisjjgd^n.vf  Cbrifii  ^  wbicbx 

t^^chh}  is  fi^Jf^  tr^ail  (if^yPH  d^J  tbf  frft  principes  of  tb^  go^el^  tn^t 
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viMfy  Jifmn  the  hope  $/  Qir^sjkecnd  appearing  and  kingdom ;  knowit^  er  ^- 
Jmowk^ing^  as  no  other  Saviour^  fo  no  other  kingdom j  but  a  principle  or  a  tight 
inyourfelves. 

Anfw.  God  is  Ughtj  and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at  aU-y  and  this  is  the  mef» 
iage  of  the  goipel,  t  John  i.  5. 

And  Cbrift»  who  is  one  with  the  Father,  he  is  one  and  the  fame  light 
with  him ;  and  we  con&6  we  look  not  for  pother  beGdes  him,  nor  for 
another  kingdom  befides  tht  kingdom  which  is  revealed  in  him  *,  for  the 
kingdom  which  is  revealed  and  mamfefted  in  and  by  him,  is  the  fpiritual^^ 
eternal)  eyerlafting  kingclom,  and  thar:'is  not  another.  We  do  not  iay  the 
fullnefs,  or  that  the  fiiU  glory  of  die. kingdom,  is  now  revealed  or  enjoyed 
(nay,  we  confeis  we  have  but  the  earneft,  in  compaFifi>n,.but  a  meafure,  a 
proportion);  but  this  is  the  fame  in  natw!^  and  kind  with  the  fullnefi  idelf* 
And  all  that  is  of  Chrift^.  oE  bis  %irit^  of  his  nature,  is  feving ;  the  leafl: 
meafure  of  his  gr^Ece  that  appoare^h ip •  any  heart  bringeth falvation  with  it; 
the  leail  tpuch  of  his  ing^r  hath  pure  life  and,  faving  virtue  in  it ;  yet  this 
is  not  di(lind  nor  ijepar^te  {torn  the  fullneb,  and  fo  it  is  not  another,  though 
it  be  not.  the  fullnef& 

.  But  wfaK^eas  thou  complained  of  ournotdtniniftering  to  you  m  your  jour- 
ney,  bait-clogging  it :  .Oh !  thatyQu  knevi^  what  your  journey  is,  and  whi-^ 
ther  ye  .  are  marching  ^nd  travelling  in  that  prefent  fpirit  wherein  ye 
ad !  We  -ackoowle^  it  God's  great  love  and  mercy  to  us,  to  deliver 
us  from  tl^t  fpirit,  and  from  that  way  of  knowledge,  religion,  and 
worlhip  wherein  ye  ftill  abide*  And  what  we  have  feen  and  known 
from  the  Lord,  that  are-  we  required  of  him  to  teftify  to  you ;  and  if 
your  eycis  were  opened  (by  the  principle  of  light  iFrom  him)  in  the  holy 
anointing,  ye  would  bow  to  thp  teftimony ;  but  judging  of  it  in  a  contrary 
wifdom  and  fpirit,  ye  not  only  turn .  from  it,  but  fight  againft  it ;  and  re- 
proach and  flander  us  for  our  faithfulnefs  to  the  Lord,  and  good-will  to 
you  i  which  the  Lord  make  you  feni^ble,  of,  and  forgive  you,  that  at  length 
ye  may  know  and  receive  him  (who  is  the  defire  of  all  nations)  in  his  pure^ 
living,  inward,  and  fpiritual  appearance. 

And  as  for  denying  the  firlt  principles  -,  that  belongs  to  yourfelves  -,  for 
do  ye  not  deny  that  light  which  is  the  foundation  of  all,  and  wherein  and 
whereby  all  the  myfteries  of  God's  kingdoni  are  feen  j  and  inftead  thereof, 
fet  up  a  nodonal  comprehenfive  knowledge  of  your  own  conceiving,  com- 
prehending, and  gathering  from  the  letter^  whereas  no  man  can  under- 
hand the  letter  but  as  he  comes  into  and  abides  in  the  light  ?  This  we  have 
experienced  in  ourfelves  formerly ;  for  we  were  but  gueffing  at  and  imagin- 
ing concerning  the  letter,  until  we  were  turned  to,  and  our  minds  gathered 
into,  and  comprehended  in,  the  light  of  God's  Spirit. 

And  as  for  difowning  the  hope  of  Chrift's  kingdom,  the  Lord  knoweth 
that  is  far  from  us  ^  for  we  ourfelves  blefs  him  for  what  of  his  kingdom  is  al- 
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reddy^ptiired,  and  wait  and  hope  iw  the  further  and  folfef  4^^ anM 
thereof.  Btit  this  ^Nt  ^oiffefs  mother  Sptrit^  another  Cbrift,  anotiutr  light, 
another  life,  another  power,  another  kingdom,  befides  him  wiio  hdth  at- 
reader  ^{feait^d,  n^tt  do  not  expert :  ^t  he  is  our  king  and  kingdom  both  ; 
and  the  leaft  proportion  of  his  life  and  Spirit  teoeiwd.(booght  wiA  the  lofi 
of  aU,  and  (b  pitrchafed  and  pofibi&d)  is  m  lefe  than  a  pearl  of  gfeat 
prke,  and  an  heavenly  kmgdom  t&  binft  that  ttvl^&fenSti  it. 
'  He  addeth  further  t  J^QM/t  hbtsia  pHvuipbs  thm  wi  ^'b  no  vther^  and 
§nfy  frintiples  Jhall  ie  Javed,  Ond  ni^  ferfeki:  h  9bis  yMt  ^ofpd  f 

Jnfkv.  Chriil  is  thtptoitiSdi  ieed<  td  M^iieh  all  the  protfnife^  sure,  ia  which 
K^ed  all  the  families  of  the  earth  Jtf6  bli^d,  ^  they  al^  gathered  utito,  and 
grafted  into,  him.  Beit  he  is  not  only  the  feed,-  but  the  feedfinan  ^alfb ; 
who  faweth  of  his  lif^,  of  his  nsfttH^e)  d(  his  ^^jfth,  of  his  hciavehiy  i^age, 
in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men;  He  gitietn  a  mea^ie  of  the  graee  and 
tnith  uftto  them,  the  fullnefs  whereof  he  hath  received  of  his  Father.  Now 
ffcfis  meafure  of  Ae  light  eternal-  is  *e^  jprecidOSi  and  is  that  wherein  he 
4tppears  and  manlfeftshknielf.  -  Yea^  ihdeed,  glorious  things  are  both  Ipo^ 
ken  and  witneffed  of  the  feed  of  life,  of  the  feed  of  die  kit^om,  of  the 
grate  and  truth  which  comes  by  Jefus  Chrift;  but  we  nevei^  Add  Aat  this 
feed  or  meafure  Of  19^  is  the  fullnefs  icfelf,  but  ^at  wludi  the  iRslkiefs 
imports  to  us,  and  brings  ^IratiOa  home  to  olsr  doors  byi  And  if  any 
«f)an  "^iH  reC^^  Chrift,  he  pvsSt  receive  that  from  Gfarift  wherefti  he  maoi^ 
feftis  himfelf.  There  is  a  dMferfence  between  the  light  which  enlighteneA 
,(the  foUneft  tK  light,  which  giveth  the  nfieafuTe  (rf  lighc,  the  meafure  of 
iancHnting  to  us)  and  the  mtefure  or  proportion  which  is  git  en ;  the  one  is 
Chrift  himfelf,  the  other  is  his  gift ;  yet  his  gift  is  of- the  fame  nature  with 
himielf,  and  leavens  tho&  that  rectiire  it^  and  abide  in  it,  into  the  ikme  na- 
ture :  fb  that  not  only  the  gift  isoite  With  him,  but  we  alio  are  one  widt 
him  in  the  gift.  Come,  be  not  thus  wife  after  the  flefh,  nor  ^  not  ftrive  io 
(in  thy  wifdom  and  knowledge  out  of  the  trot^)  to  triumph  over  the  truths 
and  truth*»  teftimony,  in  this  the  day  <tf  God^s  great  love,  afid  glorious  arm 
of  falvation,  revealed  in  the  midftof  his  people,  which  he  hadx  gathered 
but  of  Babylon,  and  the  dark  knowledge  thereof,  into  the  light  aiid  kingdom 
of  his  own  dear  Son ;  where  he  giveth  them  eternal  life,  and  of  the  fruits 
of  the  good  jmd  heavenly  land. 

•  Hie  addeth :  /  firmfy  httieve^  and  fi  have  ott  the  faints  that  bawg$ne  fc* 
fore^  that  Cbrifl  tsaptrftm^  and  bis  SfSnt  is  a  Uving  principk  in  the  bearU 
efall  the  faithfid\  hut  it  is  not  the  Spirit  arprincipk  in  nt  that  did  redeem  ms„ 
iut  the  man  Chrift  Jefus. 

Anfu).  If  he  mean  by  the  man  Chrift  Jefus,  thefeamdMam^  the  qmtken^ 
ing  Spirit^  the  heavenly  man,  the  Lord  from  heaven^  be  who  is  One  with  tbe  Fa*^ 
tber,  tbe  Word  wbich^as  in  tbe  beginnings  vAieb^treated  all  things^  I  grant 
him  to  be  the  Redeemer ;  ft)r  it  was  he  who  laid  down  bis  giory^  wheremth 
be  was  glorified  before  tbe  world  wasy  and  made  himfelf  of  no  repntdtion,  but 
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tmk  upm  Urn  iiiform  afafirvaaii^  and  C4me  as  afervant^  in  tbe  f4{/hion  of  a 
man^  to  da  tbe  wUL  But  if  he  diftinguiih  Chrift  from  this  Word  and  Spirit 
and  make  the  man's  nature  the  Saviour^  and  the  Godhead  only  af&ftant 
to  him  (as  he  feemed  to  word  it  before,  and  as  thefe  his  words  feem  to  im* 
ply),  that  I  utterly  deAy.  For  fo  teftifieth  the  fcripture,  /  am  the  JUrdj 
and  befides  me  there  is  no  Saviour.  I  am  ajufi  God^  and  a  Saviour^  &c.  S9 
that  Chrift  is  tbe  Saviour,  a$  he  is  one  with  God.  It  was  God's  arm  and 
power  (revealed  in  him)  that  eficds  falvation.  Yea,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  his 
obedience  was^of  value,  as  it  cangie  from  the  Spirit,  aod  it  was  the  offering 
it  up  through  theet&rnal  Spirit  thsit  made  it  fo  acceptable  to  God.  So  that 
vrc  muft  not  attribme  redemption  origbaUy  to  him  as  a  man,  but  as  hf 
came  from  God  ^  and  bring  the  honour  all  back  to  the  fpring  and  foun- 
tain from  whence  he  h^  all^  that  God  n^ay  be  all  in  aUi^  and  the  very  king- 
dom of  Chrift  m^y  endure  and  aMde  for  every  in  the  Foot  of  life  from 
whence  it  qame» 

And  fo  he  is  not  a  foundation  or  the  corner-ftone  diftind  from  God.  He^ 
as  the  foundation,  was  and  h  the  rock  of  ages,  the  ibiritual  rock,  both 
before  and  fince  he  took  upon  him  the  body  prepared  i<x  him<  It  is  tbei 
Spirit,  the  life  whic^  was  revealed  in  that  man  (by  wjiich  he  did  his  Fa- 
tiler's  wiU)  which  was  and  is  the  fquncktion  whereuiK>n  all  the  livii^  ftonea 
are  built.  There  is  a  foundaitkm  of  death,  and  that  is  the  wicked  fpirit ; 
there  is  a  fouadation  <^  life,  and  that  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  which  Chrift 
himfelf  was  led  and  guided  (in  that  hia  aftpearance  in  the  flefli),  which 
deicended  upon  him,  and  he  was  anointed  with,  and  all  his  are  to  be  anointed 
with,  and  live  in,  the  iame  Spirit.  And  he  that  knows  Chrift  in  this  Spirit, 
he  hath  the  true  and  abidti^  knowledge  of  him,  and  no  otherwife.  And 
though  the  names  Mffiahj  Jefusy  Chr0y  Saviour^  Anointed^  &c.  were  g^ven 
to  him  as  in  iht  flefli,  or  as  man,  they  moft  properly  apd  originally  belong 
to  him  with  refpedl  to  the  divine  life  and  birth  in  him^  as  the  lent  one,, 
and  onfy-begottenj  proceeding  from  the  Father^  tbe  irigitnef^i  of  his  glory^  &c. 
For  he,  as  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  was  the  fpiriiu^  rock  befoire  he  tbok 
upon  him  that  body  which  was  prepared  for  him,  which  exprefly  was  called 
the  body  of  Jefus^  and  which  he  called  this  tmpk  \  a»d  diftindly,  he  being 
called  Jefm  Cbrifi  come  «i  tbefkfis^  which  everyt  jpirit  that  confeffetb  » ^/,  is  not 
ofGody  hut  is  that  fprit  <^ antidr^y  i  John  iv*  3. 

Hefpeaketb  of  fitting  on  the  throne  of  Bofuid. 

Anfuo.  It  is  a  great  matter  to  know  that  throfte  which  David's  throne  fig- 
nified,  and  Chnft  Gtting  thereon.  His  kingdom,  hvs  thiione,  are  not  of 
this  outward  worldly  naturev  but  inwand  and  Ipiricual ;  asbd  his  throne  is  in 
his  kingdom  and  temple,  where  he  reigns,  and  is  worfbipped.  He  that 
knoweth  Satan  diflionoured  and  caft  out,  knoweth  alfo  Chrift  come  in,  and 
fitting  on  his  throne.  Oh  1  that  men  did  give  over  their  dreaming  about 
the  heavenly  gbry,  and  come  thither  in  the  leadings  pf  God's  Spirit  wliere 
it  is  revealed. 

X  2  Was 
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Was  the  fcripturc  written  in  vain  concerning  the  glorious  ftate  of  the 
gofpel  ?  Bui  we  all  with  open  face  iebMm^y  as  in  a  glafs^  the  glory  of  the 
Lordy  are  changed  into  the  fame  image^  from  glory  to  glory ^  as  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lordy  2  Cor.  iii.  18. 

He  putteth  up  a  prayer  for  us.  That  the  Lord  would  awaken  uSy  and  make 
us  do  ourfirft  works^  and  return  to  ourfirft  love. 

Anfw.  Ah!  poor  man,  bow  is  he  blinded!  'Not  difcerning  how  the 
Lord  hath  done  this  for  us,  and  much  more.  But  it  is  he  himfelf  that  hath 
loft  his  firft  love,  and  doth  not  do  his  fifft  works ;  but  is  found  ihortof  that 
tendernefs,  quicknefs,  and  favour  that  once  was  in  him.  Oh!  that* he 
might  fee  it,  and  return  to  him  wh^e  quickening  virtui^  reftdres  and  heds ! 

He  concludeth  with  the  words  of  the  « prophet  Jeremiahy  chap.  xiii.  ver. 
i5»  i6»  J  7-  HearyCy  and  give  eary  be  net  proud,  for  the  Lord  hathfpoken. 
Give  glory  to  the  Lord  your  God^  before  hecaufe  darknefsy  and  before  your  feet 
ftumble  upon  the  dark  mountains ;  and  while  ye  look  for  light j  he  turn  it  into  the 
Jhadow  of  deathj  and  make  it  grofs  darhtefs.  But  if  ye  will  not  hear  it,  my 
foul  fhall  weep  in fecret  places  for  your  pride,  and  mine  eyetf  fbaU  weep  fore,  and 
run  down  with  tears,  becaufe  the  Lerd^s  flock  is  carried  away  captive. 

Anfw.  How  doth  this  man  miftake  in  his  fight  and  application  of  fcrip- 
tures,  feeing  and  applying  in  a  wrong  fpirit  ?  It  is  true,  the  Lord  hath  fpo- 
ken ;  but  he  himfelf,  and  many  fuch  as  he  is,  have  not  given  ear.  And 
what  is  the  reafon  ?  but  becaufe  they  are  exalted  above  the  pure  principle 
of  life  in  their  own  hearts.  And  are  not  fuch  proud  ?  Hath  not  he  brought 
forth  thefe  weapons,  thefe  falfe  charges  and  reafonings,  in  this  paper,  againft 
the  heritage  of  God  in  the  pride  of  his  heart  ?  As  for  us,  the  Lord  God 
hath  humbled  us,  and  taught  us,  who  have  learned,  and  daily  learn  of  him, 
in  the  humility,  and  in  humility  and  fear  do  we  give  forth  our  teftimo- 
ny,  though  alfo  in  the  authority  and  majefty  of  our  mafter's  name,  whofe 
nlme  ftands  over  and  is  exalted  above  every  name,  and  his  mountain  and 
gathering  is  (in  the  pure  authority  and  power  of  his  Spirit)  above  all  other 
mountains  and  gatherings  whatfoever.  And  as  for  God's  cauling  darknefs, 
kt  him,  and  fuch  as  he  is,  look  for  it  *,  for  God  doth  not,  nor  will,  caufe 
darkne&  to  them  whom  he  hath  gathered  into  the  light  of  his  Spirit ;  but 
faith  to  them,  Arife,  ftnne  %  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is 
rifen  upon  thee,  0  city  and  dwelling-place  rf  the  living  God.  But  thofe  that 
know  not,  or  turn  aeainft  his  appearance,  and  cry  up  former  difpeniktions 
of  the  fame  life  and  power,  but  reproach  and  blafpheme  theprefent,  on 
them  doth  he  caufe  the  grofs  darknefs  to  fall  and  cover  them.  And  this 
which  he  threateneth  us  with,  is  akeady  fallen  upon  himfelf,  when  his  feet 
are  fallen  upon  the  dark  mountains ;  and  whilft  he  looks  for  light,  he  hath 
loft  that  which  once  he  had  %  and  his  very  light  (as  he  efteems  it)  is  become 
obfcurity  and  grots  darknefs,  as  this  dark  paper  of  his  (from  the  dark  fpirit 
and  principle)  makes  manifefb  to  all  that  fhall  read  in  it  any  meafure  of  true 
fenfc  or  difceming.    And  truly  my  foul  doth  weep  in  fecret  for  his  pride 
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and  height  of  fpdrit,  in  oppofing  the  Lord,  his  truth,  and  people.  And 
for  this  caufe  (hall  thofe,  who  have  looked  upon  themfelves  as  the  children, 
of  the  kingdom  and  flock  of  God,  be  laid  w^e ;  and  know,  that  as  it  was  a 
dreadful  thing  to  oppofe  Chrift  Jefus,  the  Lord,  in  his  appearance  in  flefli, 
fo  is  it  alfo  dreadful  to  oppofe  his  appearance  in  his  Spirit  and  power, 
wherein  he  is  arifen  to  fet  up  his  kingdom,  and  to  throw  down  Babylon, 
which  is  built  in  the  likenefs  of  Sion,  but  bjr  and  in  another  fpirit. 

Thofe  in  whom  there  is  any  tendernefs  towards  God  (and  true  breathings 
after  him  left)  the  Lord  give  them  the  fenfe  and  true  underftanding  of  this 
inward  Ipiritual  appearance  of  his  Son,  and  of  what  they  have  been  doing, 
and  are  doing,  againft  it ;  that  they  may  not  continue  to  fight  againft  the 
Lord,  and  kick  againft  that  which  is  able  to  wound  and  prick,  to  their  own 
hurt,  and  eternal  ruin.  For  there  is  not  falvation  in  any  other  name  than 
in  that  which  is  now  revealed ;  blefled  are  all  they  that  truft  therein,  it  being 
not  another,  but  the  fame  that  ever  was. 
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HE  beginneth  it  with  the  juftification  of  that  paflTage  of  his  in  a  forego- 
ing letter  of  his  to  me,  wherein  he  faith,  Cbrift  is  heaven^  and  I  am 
bell. 

Anfw.  When  God  vifiteth  man,  he  finds  him  in  union  with  hell,  death, 
and  darknefs ;  and  the  man  is  dead,  is  dark,  is  of  an  hellilh  nature  and 
foirit  in  that  ftate :  but  when  the  Lord  hath  converted  him,  cut  him  off 
from  that  root,  leavened  him  with  the  Spirit  and  nature  of  his  Son,  is  he 
hell  fKU  ?  Te  were  darknefs  (faith  the  apoftle)  but  now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord. 
And  fucb  were  fome  of  you  -,  but  ye  are  wafhed^  but  ye  are  fanSlified^  but  ye  are 
jujiified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus^  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God. 

A  man  can  be  but  hell  before  he  is  waflied,  before  his  filth  be  purged 
away  by  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning,  before  the  old  leaven  is 
purged  out,  and  he  fanftified  and  made  a  new  Ivnnp ;  but  after  the  Lord 
hath  thus  changed  him,  and  new-created  him  in  Chrifl,  is  he  ftill  hell  ? 

He  faith:  He  doth  not  calt the  new  creature  bell*^  but  there  is  an  old  man^ 
an  outward  man^  as  well  as  the  new  man^  and  the  inward  man  \  fiefb  as  well 
as  Spirit  in  the  regenerate. 

Anfw.  What  doth  he  mean  by  the  outward  man  ?  The  finful  body,  the 
body  of  flcfli,  is  within.     The  outward  body,  that  is  not  hell  j  that  is  the 
the  temple  of  God,  where  the  heart  is  fandified :  and  the  pure  Word  of 
Kfe  fandifies  throughout,  even  in  foul,  in  bodv,  in  Spirit,  thofe  that  arc- 
fubjeft  to  it.     Know  ye  not  that  your  bodies  are  tbe  temples  of  the  living  God? 

And 


^ndyour  {ms\t\  a^uclilRioirq ^  fgip  God  is  a  Spirit^  ^d  ho  dwefis  in  a  fpi« 
i;itual  tempVi  ^Bd,  hib  t^Enple  ^  ho^. 

He  ad4^c|i :  Jit4  uf$l(fs  your  afi4im^Ht  bebef9nd,P^fSy  H  found  that  in  bitm 
(tkat  is^  i^  hisfieft>}  (imk  no  goo/i  ti^ng ;  ani  theftejh  b^ing  ^gainji  the  Jpirit^ 
fo.  ib^  hi  (ouUi  not  d^  (bt  thing  tk0  he,  weul4. 

Jnfixi.  !Paul  did  (XHCq  e^f^erience  focK  a  ftate ;  that  he  felt  himMf  camal^ 
fold  under  Jn  \  when  h^  ^  oof,  find  bc^  to  perform  that  which  was  goody  bu^ 
did  v^hat  he  b^ted^  (be  liop  of  fin.  being  fir nf^  (in  his  mmba^s)  agai^  the  law 
qf  life  in  his  n^x  whkh  ftat«  he  c^eth  a^^iU  of  captivity  to  the  law  of  fin 
in  his  mewifirs^  ^nd.  Q^jle^  k  «  wretched  jhUj  Rcim.  vii.  23,  24.    But  did 
Fayl  i^v^r  experiee^e  ^nQthoc  ftate  ?  Did  he  never  witnels  the  rirtue  and 
po^r  of  t4^  ft§w  CQv^snantr  even  tke  law.  ef  the  Spirit  (f  life^  and  the  power 
thereof,  f replug  hin^Jrom  tie  firength  and  captivityi  of  the  law  of  fin  in  his 
fnembers  ?  There  wc^e  yoiiBg  inea>  John  fpeaks  o^  ^ofo  wert  firmg^  and 
had  overcome  the  wicked-one.    Did  Paul  him&lf  never  attain  to  diat  ilate  ^ 
He  bid  others  befirong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  mighty  and  (hewed 
them  how  to  refift  in  it,  lb  as  to  overcome.     Did  he  never  experience  and 
witnels  it  himfelf  ?  He  faid.  He  had  fought  a  good  fight ^  and  was  more  than 
a  conqueror.    What !  was  he  then  a  captive  to  the  l|tw  of  (in  in  his  mem- 
bers, and  did  he  th^n  Qrji  o>|jt,  Whofhttlk  de^jer  me  from  the  body  of  this  death? 
He  faid.  He  could  do  all  things  through  Chrift,  that  ftrengthened  him.    Was 
not  th^  a  ftate  diff^rqnt  fromr  thsfi.  other  wherein  he  found  onfy  to  wilk  and 
could  not  do  the  good  bfi  defired^  but  did  the  evil  he  allowed  not^  but  hated  f 
And  bleffed  be  the  Lord,  there  are  many  at  this  day  who  witnels  a  farther 
ftate  of  redemptipn  and  deliverance  from  fin,  and  the.  Jaw  thereof  in  the 
members,  than  that  ftajte  of  captiyi^y  w<aa  which  Paul  there  expreffeth  his 
forn^er  grQi^nings  and  compIajkQiDga  under.    For  he  was  not  in  that  ftate 
gf  captivity  when  he  wrote  that  epiftle,  but  knew  the  dominion  of  grace 
over  fiA,  and  bid  that  church  be.  fubjeSt  to  the  gract,^  and  not  give  way  tofin^ 
but  yield  their  members  fervants  to  right eoufnefs  unto  hQlinefi^  cha^.  6.   For  that 
other  place,  oftk^fiefit  li^fiing  againft  thefpirit^  and  thefprit  agoing  thefiefi^ 
GaJ.  v,  17.  be  dotn  not  there  fpeak  of  himfelfi  but  of  t)he  Gdaiiaas^  who 
were  in  %wie^,  low,  an4  (indeed)  f^llpn  ftate,.  from  tlw  Spirit  and  power  of 
thego&el,  having  kt  in  that  which, w^xontraiy  thereunta  And  fo  he  ftiives 
to  gather  them  uito  the  Spirit,  again,  and  bids  them  ^e  in  the  Spirit^  and 
wali  in  the  Spirit^  a,nd  fo  the^Jbomd  not  fulfil  the  lufts  of  thepfb :  for  in  the 
new  CQvenant  man  is  taught  of  Gqd  the  holy  lelTon  of  ceaiQng  from  evil, 
and  doing  good  •,  and  taught  in  the  virtue  and  power  of  the  covenant  *,  fo. 
that  ha  learns  dail^,  and  grows  daily  out  of  deceit  into  truth,  until  he  come 
to  be  a  true  Ifra^ltfe^  in  whom  ther4  is  mi  guile.    And  fo.  in  the  fpiritual  war, 
the  boufe  of  Saul  groves  weaker  and  weaker,  and  the  boufe  of  David  Jlrot^er  and 
ftronger^  until'  muI's  kingdom   be  at  length  overturned^  and  wholly  dc- 
ftroyed,  and  %h^  ^ngd^ii?  pf  Pavid  efta^liih^  in  rightcoufneis  for  ever 

and 


To  i^is  Pififiripu  r  J9 

and  ever.  Then  Jefufsitm)  the  hdhf  buildrr^^  the  city  of  tfte  ti^iig  f>eopfe9 
the  city  of  righteoufnefs  (the  habitation  of  nghteoufne f^,  and  ttibilfitaili  of 
hoKnefs)  is  known,  and  Jerufalem  \%  Witnefled  a  quiet  baMsdion^  tber^  beHrg 
peace  in  all  ber  borders.  Then  the  mind  is  fully  ftayed  iif)o^n  the  Lord  in 
ail  condiiions^  and  lie  keeps  it  in  perfed  peace.  Then  the  foul  is  Careful 
for  nothi^g^  but.  in  every  thing  makes  its  requeffs  known  ta<jod  by  prayer 
j^nd  fupplication^  with  thankfgiving ;  and  the  peace  of  Gad^  whith  pafle^h 
all  underftanding,  keeps  the  heart  and  mind  throdgh  ChHft  Jc^ub.  Sufely 
the  apoftle  had  learned  himfelf  (when  he  taught  others  this)  in  eteryfiate  to 
h  content.  He  knew  bo^  to  be  abafed^  and  how  to  nbouMd^  &c.  6  glorious 
fbtc !  O  pure  Itate  of  pure  life  in  the  heart !  And  if  I  fiiould  add,  'O  per- 
feft  fta&e I  The  apoftle  James  faith.  Let  patience  bdve itsperfeSl  work^  ibai 
ye  may  heprJeSl  dnd  etitite^  wanting  nothirig^  or  in  nothing^^'2St^%\.  3.  Wheh 
Paul  had  fo  I&arned  Chrift  that  abundknee  could  not  mt  hihi  up,  n6r  want 
dgeft  hiiDy  or  cauie  him  to  repine  Or  diftruft,  what  did  he  want  of  this 
pcrfca  iiate  ? 

His  nestt  words  aVe,  if  y&i  hdve'no  fehfe'ofnbisy  yoierfiate  is  nei;er  tbe  bet^ 
ter  to  be  liked. 

Anfw.  Chrift  led  cajitivity  captive  5  and  -^he  feme  power  is  reveafed  to 
lead  captivity  captive  in  us.  And 'truly  When  God  leads  our  (buls  out  of 
Gaptivity,  putting  his  fear  within  us,  wHting  his  Kving  ^powerful  lalw  cff 
lite  in  o«it  hearts,  and  putting  his  Spirit  into  us,  leading  us  ih  the  #ay  6i 
holinefs,  and  caufin^  us  to  walk  therein,  we  find  this  a  better  ftate  thai^ 
when  we  were  groanmg  under  deep  c^tivity. 

Further  Ite  faith,  Ifyotir  peate  and  jay  fiand  in  feeing  no  Jin  yotcrjelf  (in  your- 
felf  I  fuppofe  it  ihoukl  be)  Ijhall  more  tbanfuj^e^  it  not  to  be  tht  peace  and 
joy  of  Paul  and  all  the  faints^  but  a  ddufim. 

Anfw.  Our  peace  and  joy  is  in  him  who  is  without  fin ;  and  it  abounds 
in\is,  in  his  clean(]ng.and  delivering  us  from  (in;  and  we  have  fofund  him  re* 
move  fin  as  far  fiom  us  as  the  eaft  is  fiom  the  weft;  and  as  he  removeth 
franfgreflion  from  us^  and  bringeth  fin  and  the  power  of  Satan  to  an  end 
in  us,  he  giveth  us  of  his  peace  and  joy.  And  mily  we  do  not  cmly  witnefs 
him  deftroying  fin  and  the  works  of  the  devil,  but  breaking  the  very  head 
of  the  ferpKCnt,  cafting  him  out,  and  piercing  Leviathan^  that  crooked  ferpent^  „ 
andjlaying  tbe  dragon  that  is  in  tbe  fea.  And  though  fuch  as  he  may  fufpcd  ' 
our  peace  and  joy ;  yet,  while  Chrift  gives  it  us,  and  mountains  it  in  us,  it 
is  very  fweet  and  pleafant  to  us  j  and  the  time  may  come,  that  he  may  wifll 
from  his  heart  that  he  might  partake  with  us  therein. 

He  concludes  the  matter  thus :  We  are  without  Jh  in  bim^  but  in  ourfelves 
nothing  but  Jin. 

Anfw.  He  fpake  of  delufion  juft  before  •,  a  greater  than  this  I  do  not 
know.  For  Chrift  doth  make  a  real  change;  if  any  man  be  in  Chrift, 
there  is  a  new  creation,  there  is  a  real  change.  The  man  is  not  what  he 
was  before ;  but  he  puts  off  that  which  is  old,  and  puts  on  that  which  is 

new;. 
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new ;  end  fo  b  really  changed  in  his  date,  and  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  is 
npt  what  hp  wasbefi>rc.  The  heart*  when  it  is  really  renewed^  and  waflied 
by  the  water,  blood,  and  Spirit,  is  not  the  old,  abominable,  wicked,  de- 
ceitful heart  that  it  was  before.  If  this  be  his  knowledge  and  experience, 
\tt  him  keep  it  to  himfelf :  for  my  part,  I  defire  not  to  partake  with  him 
therein  j  but  to  be  like  Chrift,  my  Lord  and  mailer,  even  fandified  through- 
put in  ioul,  body,  and  fpirit,  that  I  may  become  wholly  his,  and  the  enemy 
pf  my  foul  have  no  part  in  me. 

He  faith,  CbrifiJbaJl  qfpear  without ^n  tofahatton. ' 

jinfw.  I  grant  it;  but  when,  and  how?  Doth  he  not  inwardly  appear 
without  fin  to  falvation  to  thofe  who  have  waited  for;  haftened,  and  come 
to  the  inward  day  ?  Doth  not  Chrift  appear  without  (In  to  falvation  inwardly 
in  the  day  of  lus  own  Spirit  ?^  Is  not  falvation  then  witqefled  for  walls  and 
bulwarks  ?  Is  not  ^e  gloriqus  f^vation  of  the  gofpe)  brpught  forth  in  the 
gofpel-day  ?  And.  is  there  not  '\^  the  life  and  dommion  pf  grace  a  pure  de- 
fence about  all  the  glory  ?  Is  there  any  fin  in  the  grace  and  Spirit  of  the 
goipel  which  appears  and  ihinesin  the  dajr  of  the  Lord  ?  And  doth  not  this 
grace  bring  ifalvatiori  to  them  that  wait  for  the  revealing  of  it  ? 
. .  Hefeemeth  to  ^lear  btrnjltlf  of;  wvtcbif^^for  our  bdtings. 
:.,  4nfw*  Had  he  not  .watched  for  pur  halt^gSj^^arS  received  things  into, 
and  confidered  them  in  the.  prejudiciejd  part,,-  he  ^rould  not  have  written 
iuch  a  paper  againft  truth  and  us,  fp  far  |rom  true,  undqrftandiilg  and  judg- 
meht,  as  this  is.  '  ,    .  .         :  ,   .      . 

But  he  faith,  He  hath  watched  for  mrrepentings. 

AtffWf^  If  we  Ihould.  repent  of  haying -our  eyes  openedby  the  Lord,  and 
turning,  to  his  truth,  and  receiving  his  rjoly  Spirit,  and  pf  having  the  pre- 
cious promiies  of  the  Scripture  made  good  to  us,  and  fulfilled  in  us,  we 
might  juftly  lofe.  our  portion  and  inheritance  of  life  for  ever.  We  have  re- 
pented from  dead  works^  but/wc  -cannot  repent  of  God's  pure  truth,  and 
the  living  way,  fpirit,  and  power  thereof.  But  this  I  can  tell,  him,  and 
that  from  the  Lor^,  who/e  name  I  reverence  and  wprfliip;  in,  that  the  Lord 
watcheth  for  his  rcppntings,  and  turnings  from  that  Ipirit  in  him  which 
darkeneth  him. concerning,  andpreiudiceth  him  againft,  the  truth. 

He  hefeechetb  me  in  love^  &c.  and  requiretb  me  to  clear  my f elf  of  free-^vnll^ 
falling  from  grace^  denying  eleffion  of  per/onsy  and  imputed  righteoufnefs. 

Anfw.  What  the  Lord  requireth  of  me,  that  I  muft  mind;  and  I  have 
divers  times  expreffed  my  heart  nakedly  in  thefe  things. 

The  principle  of  life  which  the  Lord  hath  raifed  in  me,  in  that  is  the 
freedom  to  good,  and  in  that  am  I  made  free  by  Jefus  Chrift,  my  Lord. 
And  I  had  rather  witnefs  him  upholding  me  by  his  power,  than  contend 
about  a  notion  of  falling  or  not  falling  away.  And  my  care  hath  been 
about  making  my  calling  and  eledion  fure  in  him,  who  is  fure  to  thofc 
that  are  of  him  for  ever.     And  1  have  witneffed  the  righteoufnefs  of  the 

Lord 
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Ijord  J^iiii  Chrifl:  revealed  In  me,  and  imputed  to  me,  and  my  foul  cloathed 
therewith  in  his  fight ;  blefled  be  his  name.    . 

Oh !  that  the  profeflbrs  of  tHis  age  might  come  to  the  anointing,  and 
fee  thofe  things  in  the  anointing !  then  would  they  know  the  truth  and  har^ 
mony  of  the  fcriptures  therein.  But  men,  by  the  letter  without  the  Spirit, 
can  never, difcern  or  find  out  tlte  myftery  of  life;  but  only  gather  into 
thetr  minds  and  retain  a  literal  knowledge,  that  Iciileth.    ' 

He  bids  nrie,  hove  the  truth  better  than  a  party. 

Anfw.  The  Lord  knoweth  he  hath  taught  me  fo  to  do^:  for  had  it  not 
been  for  the  evidence  and  demonftration  of  God*s  Spirit  in  his  people,  I ' 
could  never  have  owned  them.  (For  oh !  how  low  was  the  knowledge, 
they  held  forth,  in  my  eye,  before  the  power  of  the  Lord  reached  to  my 
heart,  raifing  up  his  own  feed  in  me,  wherein  I  knew  thena ! )  And  the 
Lord  aUb  knoweth,  that  it  is  in  him  that  I  love,  and  difcern,  and  honour 
them  to  this  very  day :  yea,  I  fee  his  name  written  on  their  foreheads,  and 
them  brought  forth  in  the  glorious  inlage  a^nd  heavenly  life  of  his  Son 
(though  it  be  hid  from  the  wife  eye  of  the  profeflbrs  of  this  age),  and  in 
the  true  light,  with  the  true  eye  (which  God  hath  opened  in  me)  have  I 
fcen  it. 

He  fpeaks  of  Clinging  t^getbefj  and  keeping  up  a  party  againfi  all  tight. 

Anfw.  Nay,  nay ;  this  is  the  gathering  of  the  L.ord  Jefus  Chrift  by  his 
Spirit  and  power,  after  the  long  night  of  darknefs ;  and  we  are  kept  up  by 
the  fame  Spirit,  and  power,  and  life  of  truth,  which  gathered  us. 

He  faith,  //  /;  not  a  calling  for  a  work  within^  which  will  give  you  autho- 
rity to  lay  wafte  Chrift  and  the  gofpelj  in  the  moft  fundamental  and  concerning 
truths  thereof  and  thofe  above-mentioned^  &c.  And  above  all  the  refty  deny- 
ing  the  perfon  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift y  and  making  him  but  a  lights  or  notion^ 
or  principle  in  the  heart  of  man, 

Anfw.  This  is  but  his  own  miftake,  not  a  true  and  juft  charge  againft  us, 
as  he  will  one  day  fee.  The  Lord  hath  not  taught  us  to  lay  wafte,  nor  do 
we  lay  wafte  any  truth  of  the  go(pel ;  but  own  every  thine  in  its  place. 
And  though,  bur  religion  do  not  lie  in  notions  concerning  him,  but  in  the 
principle  of  life  itfelf,  even  in  the  gra^ce  and  truth,  which  is  by  Jefus 
Chrift  (which-'is  a  meafurc  of  light  from  him  the  full  light) ;  yet  we  do  not 
learn  thereby  to  deny  the  full  light,*  but  the  more  to  acknowledge  it.  And 
we  own  him  to  be  the  true  and  foil  light,  and  his  Outward  appearance  in  that 
body,  in  the  fullnefs  of  time,  to  fulfil  the  Father's  wijl  therein  -,  and  his  ap- 
pearance in  Spirit  and*  power  in  the  hearts  of  his  people  in  the  day  of  the 
gofpel;  and  His  letting  up  his  fpiritual  and  glorious  kingdom  there,  where 
ne  reigns  as  king  on  the  throne  of  David  over  the  fpiritual  Ifracl  of  God. 

Come,  confider  ferioufly :  Do  notye  youtfelvcs  fall  ftiort  of  not  only  the 
priniciple  and  power  of  life,  ,but  alfo  of  thje  true  knowledge  of  things  ac- 
cording to  the  letter  ?    '    '       ' 

Vol.  II.  y  He 
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worth:  "         •--••'         -  .    m  ..  .    . 

yinfiv.  Oh !  that  thp  profelTors  of  this  agf  V^9ew  the  fpiptww  ^  the 
powerof  God^  and.  had  th«  M^nQwle^e  whi3\ copies. fron^  tod  (^ds  19^  tl%e. 
power!  Fpf  then  that  evidence  and!^ dciBonft ration  pf  truth  ^uld  he  wit-^ 
nefled  which  puts  an  en4  to  tl^e  difputeis  an^  rea^of^ngs  of  the  9^inq  5.  and. 
then  the  great -care  would  be  to  live  thelin;  of  that  ""v^ik  ooa^^ 

feft  and  requires  in  the  new  covenant.  '      ..  .   . "  ... 

He  faith.  To  pull  dtrofH  tlffpittars  and,  prifu^lfji  o/tbfg/^Jpe^  if  the  Vfcrk 
ti/e  devil  employs,  bis  power  in, 

"  Anfw.  I  grant  wba?  he  faitt^  is^  true  (and  wi(h  he  knew  i^w"  righdy  tp, 
apply  it);  bpt  there' 15  a  great  crroi:  and  miftakc  in  his  jwdgincnt  about  it. 
For  the  Lord  'is  puUing  down  that  which  men  have  built  up  (which  they 
n^ay,  in  their  miftaJkeh  iud^ments^  call  principles  and  ^n4^p3enti4&)3  and 
i^  building. up  that  which 'n>en  have  traipplea  oil,  even  the  cMf 

pavid^  which  hath,  long;  b^h  fallen  down ;  and  the  cit^  of  th^  living  Qod,^ 
Which  hath  Iphg  been  trodden  upd^r  fcot  of  the  falife  Ciiriftians  \  apdi.  t^f 
power  6€  the  devH  is  greatly  at  work  to  ojppbf^  thi^  appearaj^ce  and  mighty. 
Work  of  the  Lord  In  this  day-  Let  him  take  heed  of  blaipheming  t]>e 
Lord's  power,  calling  it  the  devil*s>  and  owning  the  dqvil^'s  power  for 
Go(d's. 

He  concliidetlx  t^ps :  Com  to  the  point.  What  Jmgidar  thing  da  you  mor^, 
than  moding  and  wording  ity  /(ive  only  that  out  of  you  k^ve  ri/en  men  that  bame, 
more  audacioujly  lifted  tip  a  ftandari  dgain/i  the  fealed^  and  e^cperienced  truths  of 
fh  gofpel  than  ever  I  have  heard  or  read  of  axj  before  you  ?  Tou  talk  of  wards^ 
and  hoaft  ofperfeHion :  Itellyou^  an  bumble  fenfe  of  a  matis  notb^ngmfs^  drjvi^ 
bimout  ofbinifelfto  live  and  glory  An  Cbrifi  alone  ^  is  more  than  aUJucb  boafled 
perfeUtons  a  tboufdnd  times.     Sir^  accept  my  zeal  for  your  foui. 

Anfw.  We  are  a  people  (many  of  us),  who  have  gqiie  throu^  great  dif- 
treis  for  want  of  th$  Liord  our  Qod,  and  exceedingly  waited  apq  longed 
for  his  liyinfi;  and  powerful  appearance.  And  fpr  my  ow[n^part^  this  I  o^i 
fay,  that  had  not  this  appearance '  been  in  power,  and  in  tlie  evidence  ^nd 
demonflration  of  his  Spirit  to  my  Ibul  treadling  to,  and  anfwering  thai: 
which  wa$  of  him  in  me)  I  cou^d  never  have  owned  it  i  fo  deeply  was  I 
jealous  of  it,  and  prejudiced  againft  it.  And-Iince  my  mind  hath  been, 
turned  to  the  pure  Word  of  life,  even  the  ff^ord  which  was  it^  the  begffmug^ 
(I  fpeak  as  in  the  Lord's  prefence),  it  hath  had  lingular  e£fe&s  on  my  heart. 
.  The  light  hath  fp  fearcbed  me  as  I  never  wia?  fekrched  before,  um^d:  all  my 
former  proFe0iphs ;  and  the  Lord  hath  given  me  a  true  ajfd  pure  diicen^* 
ing  of  die  thinjgs  of  his.  kingdom,  in  the  Ikht  which  i^  true  and  pure^ 
and  fingular  quickenings  have  I  niet  with  m)ni  his  Spirit,  a,ctd  the  faith 
which  Hands  in  his  heavenly  power,  and  giveth  vidpry  .an4  dominion  in- 
him }  blefled  be  his  name.  And  the  love  wKich  he  hsuh,  given  n^c  is  npt^ 
notional)  but  arifeth  fitom  his  circumcifing  my  heart,  and  anfwereth  his  na- 


^ifiv;  i^^'  fokh  pul-ely'slncl  haturally  toWirds  Kim,  zxk  i^ofe  of  his 
fmage,  s^d-idT-hls  creature^  i  ifts^  towardii  thbie  who  are  enemies  to  me 
<br  hh  nime's  feke; 

f  iftight  tnentidn  flxe  patfetice  alfo,  kiid  faith^lnefs  to  his  truth,  with  tlje 
long^fuffcrirtgfpirit,  which  cannot  be  ^orn  out;  which  his  Spirit  tcftifiett  | 

in  me  to  be  of  a  lin^lat*  ndttlrei  with  many  other  things^    'Nor  ami  ^ 

alone,  ojr  the  chiefeft^  btift  have  many  equals;  yea,  there  drp  fuctx as" far 
cxctcd  me  iq  dW  heavenly^  ahd  divine  image  of  my  father.  Arid  the  ^ipity 
sire  iiccdrdin^  to  the  root  df  life  in  li^  \  ahd  jfo  acknowledged  by  ^  wn9 
iook  upon  us  with  the  trde  ftj^e,  with  the  eye  of  God's  giving;  and  ^ope^r 

W!g.  •,..,.•  ♦  •     ^ 

Now  tfic  fimc  thit  hdtkw^bught  thus  inwardly  in  us,  fhe  iGime  hathVrcj 
quired  fome  outward  behaviour  jand.  exDreflipns  from  WV  .wiuch  are  foolilh 
imd^ealt  tb  thfe  ere  of  man*s  i^udb^^^  put  fclidieri  of  Gbd'^^  t^  thc^^Tonr 

of  this  life  froiJti.tnat  eye  whitli  difcerns  it  hot, ,  But  deipifcs  the  day  of  unajljl 
things. '  And  though  thfe'  .be  tfee.  leift  part  of  o'lir  religion  ^yet  fubjeaed  ttjj^ 
becauie  iris  of  Gfoc^  whoi^^  V(re'iare  not  dilobey  in  the  leaK),  yet  thefpirit^. 
¥Jhich  isi  contrstn^  to  Gpdi ;fc^6^^^  upon  us,  ^  ^f.this  wpre.  all,  or  ^t 
leift  the  maih,  *  wherein  Wfe  differ  from  oniers.  ^mc  call  the  tiving  words 
of  truth^ni  us  (when  Cbd,' according  to  hi$  ^opd^ prOmiTe,  giYedfi.$em 
but  canting ;  and  thou  cdllefl;'  all  that  is  Hogular  In  us  but  mudtng  and 
wording  of  it.  Alas*!  it  is  in  the  main  We,clifer  ifom'you ;  we  holding  ou^ 
religion  as  we  receive  it  from  God,  in  the  l^ht.and  life  of  hji  Spirit :  y9jiji 
as  you  apjjrchend  it  from  the  letter.  Chnft.  is  our  rock  arid  foundation, 
as  inwanily  revealfedi  yb'iir"S'but  as  outwardly  condcived  o£  ^  We  believe 
with  the  faith  which  is  of  the  nature  of  him'  whom  we  believe  in,  which  faith 
is  mighty  through  God,  ahd  works  thitou^h  afl  the  powers  of  darknefi^* 
giving  viftory  over  them  ill  ib  God's  way  and  time-,  ye  believe  with  a 
faith  which  efteetni  viftoty,  and  a  perfect  and  ihtire  date  (Wanting  nothing) 
as  itnpoffible  while  in  this  world;'  And  as  our  TX)Ot  differs,  fo  all  that^grows 
tip  in  usdifitr^  fromyoufst  fd  that  indeed  all  is  firigukr.  that  is  in  us,  an4 
all  alfo  is  Angular  that  is  brought  forth  by  us,  as  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord, 

who  knowedi  the  difference  ofthings,  wltnclleth.     .    ^ 

Have  we  fo  long  walked  in  the  nam^  arid  S'pirit  of  9ur  God  amonjrfl:  yquj 
flifeiwing  the  (mgular  virtues  of  hif  Spirif  d^lly  in  oyx  faitlifd  tcftupony^ 
Ibffeirings,  patience,  and  c6hyeria£iori ?  And  ^6^^SjSi(^y\^ 
fbingdoje?  Juft  like  the  jews^  who,  ^  after  aU^^  and 

demonffrations  of  his  i^att'Wr's. virtue  arid  .{K)wer  outwardly,  ajkedfor  a^^^ 
Oft!  that' your  eyes  and 'hearts  were  oj^eried  by  tne  Spirit .  ai^d  jpoweroj; 
the  Lord !  fof  rfifen  ye  WouM  foon*  /ee'  otiierwife  iii  this  refped  than  no>^ 
ye  do.  / 

And  then  as  for  thatcxpreflibni  Xyf  duia^oujly  Ufttng  t^^ 
the  fe'aled  and  iitferiinud  trtiibs  of  ihe  gofpet^^  that  is.  but  an  .over-cpnfidegt 
expreifiori,  thitobgh  prejodfrcS*  arid  mmkc'of  jucigriierit  at  Icaft':  fori  cia 

Y  2  truly 
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truly  tcftify  I  have  never  learqet^s  fince  the  pure  heavenly  Kght  of  the  Lotd 
Jefus  Chriit  hath  (hined  on  ihy^  fpiiit.  to  deny  any  one  truth  tbarever  was 
fealed  to  me,  or  experienced  by  me,  m  the  days  of  my  former  pcofefliofi^ 
for  wbatfoever  was  then  of  God  hath  been  rcftored  to  me»  and  that  only 
which  was  of  the  flelh  pared  off.  And  I. have  ground  aMb  to  believe,  that 
It  is  fo  with  others  in  this  refpeft  as  it'hath  bseoivith  me. . .  .  , 
;  He  fpeaks.  As  if  wr  iifftrtnce  or  talk  were  about  wtjrds.     /...., 

Nay,  it  is  about  things  V  for  though  we  own  the  lame  JJwdJ^ 
to  be  the  foundation  of  life  v  yet  after  a  different  mannerl !  3f e,  ^as  ye  no- 
tionally  apprehend  Concerning  hini;  we^  as  we  experience  him -to  be  the 
}>recious  ftone  and  foundati6n  of  life  in  us.  '  And  we  teftify  of  juftificatioa 
and  fandHfication,  as  we  witnefs  him  b^owing^jc^upon  us,  and  working  it 
m  us.  ; 

'  But  for  boafting  of  perfedion,  I  wonder  bow.  he  dares  fp^ak  thusL  I  Wkatl 
is  thdie  no  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes^  or  In  his  heart,,  that  he  dares  charge 
us  with  that  "v^hicli  is  fo  utterly  falfe?  Whe^e.  '^  any  of  us?  that  did  ever 
fcoaft  of  perfeftioti?  But  that  God's  pow^r^h^'covehajK. liable  to  make 
perfe£t,  aiid  that  God's  will  i^  pur  .perfe£t  iandtific^bn  m^ibul^  body, 
and  fpirit.;  even' that  we  be  wholly  leayeiicd  with  the  lalt  of  the  kiiigdoiii, 
and  become  a.  fit  temple  for  himV*;This  we  humbly  and  relvercikljr  teftify 
ofi  and  prcfs  towards,  in  his  holy  hame  and^ifear,^ 

And  as'  for  that  humble  fehfe,  of  a  fnaifs  own  notbtngnefs^  drawing  him 
cut  $f  bimfelf  to\ttve  and  glory,  itiChriJi  alone ^  thi'^  wc  meet  with*  ajjd  witnefs 
in  that  light  which  this  generation  of  profeflbrs  defpi&th.  But. others,  tho* 
they  may  talk  of  it,  can  never  com6  truly,  to  witnefs  it,  biit  in  that  lighf 
wherein  God  belteweth  and  preferveth  it. "      _  ^ 

Weft;  the  profeflbrs  of  this  age,  who  defpife  the  Tigljt,  Jhall  one  day  find, 
that  what  they  take  themfelves  to  be,  they  are'  not,,  in  God's  fight;  nor  are 
we,  before  him,  what  we  are  reproachniUy  reprcfented  by  them ;  hut  we 
are  his  workman/hip  in  Cbrifl  JefuSy^  created  by  him  unto  good  works  y  and  that 
it  b  natural  to  us  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteouihers  and  holinefs  to 
our  God,^  however  men  reproach  ps. 

As  for  his  zeal  for  my  ibul,  which  he  defired  me  to  Mc^jfi^  it  is  fbange 
zeal,  and  would  tend  to  my  utter  deftrudtion,  had  it  power  over  me  ;  but 
blei&d  be  my  God,  who  hath  called  me  into  the  light  of  his  Son,  and  I 
am  fatisfied  that  he. will  preierve  me  therein,  even  in  that  hqly  Spirit  of  life 
which  he  hath  gathered  me'  into,  from  all  deceivable  fpiriB  of  darknefs 
whatibever,  in  that  holv  covenant  wherein  his  ftrength  appears  to  ine,  and 
is  revealed  in  me.  Ana  oh  t  that  he  might  know  what  that  fpirit  is  wherein 
he  hath  thus  appeared  agaioft  the  Lord  (though  Under  a  pretence  as  i£  it 
were  for  him),  and  bring  forth  no  more  the  fruits  of  it. 

For  a  clofe,  I  (hall  add afew  words  on  that  fcripture,  'PbiL  iii.  3.  For 
we  are  the  circwhcifion^  which  worjhip  God  in  the  fpirit^  and  rejoice  in  Chrift 
y^fus^  and  have  no  cot^deiue  in  the  fieftt^    It  is  a  precious  thing  to  witne& 
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;tUa ibripture  £blfiled  Ui  the  hearty  to  ezpeiience that  there»  whicK inwardly 
circumcifeth^  whidi  cutteth  off  the  foreflcin  of  the  heart,  which  liedi  orer  ic 
Md.veileth^  till  it  be.cut  off  by  the  inward  appearance  of  the  life  and  power  of 
'^eLord  Jefus  Chriff  .inwardly  reTealed  Then  when  this  is  done,  I  can  truly 
md  ienfibly  fay,  Jatn  at,  Jiw  inward.  How  fo  i  How  can  that  be  prored  i 
Why  I  am  inwardly  circumcifed*  I  have  felt  that  within  which  circunv- 
cifeth  the  heart,  and  have  borne  the  inward  pain  and  cutting  thereof,  and 
am  circumcifed  by  it.  That  which  ftood  between  me  and  uic  Lord  is  cut 
off,  the  veil  is  taken  aw^y,  the  ftiff-neckednefs  and  unfubiedion  toGod  re» 
moved^  the  wall  of  feparatlon  is  inwardly  broken  down,  and  now  I  am  in  tnst 
unity  of  Spirin  and  communion  with  my  God,  even  with  the  Father,  and 
the  SoQ»  in  that  Ooe.Holy  Spirit  wJierein  they  are  One. 
i  .  J^ow  I  can  bow  before  the  Father  of.  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  worfhip 
him.  in.hb  own. Spirit,  even  in  die.aewiand  fre(h  life  thereof  day  by  day. 
Now  my  .rejoicing  is  in  Chrill  Jefus,..  whcnn^ the  Father  hath  fent,  bodi  out- 
wardly, in  a  body  of  fle(h  to  fulfil  the.  holy  will,  andjdo.^n^t  therein  the  Fa- 
ther had  for  him  to  do,  and.aUb  inwardly  in  his  Spirit  and  .power  umamy 
heart,  to  deftroy  the.  works  of  the  divil  there,  and  fb  to  work  me  ouc.<» 
the  enmity  and  unreconciled  ftate,  into  the  love  and  reccmciliation.  And  I 
cannot  but  rejoice  both  in  what  he  did  in  his  body  of  flefh  for  me,  and  in 
what  he  dot^i'by  his  Spirit  and  power  in  me.  '  And,,  blefled  be  the  Lord,  I 
feel  him  ntai",  his  Spirit  near,*  his  life  n^ar,  his  power  near,  his  pure  virtue 
n^ar,  his  holy  wifdom  near,  his  riglvteoufnefs  near,  his  redemption  near; 
far  be  is  my  rock^  and  my  firtngth^  and  w)  falvatim^  day  by  day.  And  Ihave 
no  confidence  in  the  flefl>,  in  what  I  am, .  in  what  I  can  do  after  the  flefli ; 
but  my  confidence  is  in  him,  who  hath  weakened  me,  who  hath  ftripped 
me,  who  hath  impoverifhed  me,  who  hath  brought  me  to  nothing  in  my- 
felf,  that  I  might  be  all  in  him,  and  that  I  might  find,  him  all  unto  me. 
He  is  my  peace,  he  is  my  life,  he  is  my  rightcouihefs,  he  is  my  holinefs, 
he  is  the  image  wherein  I  am  renewed;  in  him  is  my  acceptance  with.the 
Father ;  he  is  my  advocate,  he  is  my  hope  and  joy  for  ever.  He  hath  de- 
ftroyed  that  in  me  which  was  contrary .  to  God,  and  keepeth  it  down  for 
ever.  He  is  my  (hepherd;  his  arm  hath  gathered  me,  and  his  arm  encom- 
pafleth  me  day  by  day.  I  reft  under  the  inadow  of  his  wings,  from  whence 
the  healing  virtue  of  his  faving  health  droppeth  upon  my  fpirit  day  by  day. 
Oh !  I  cannot  tell  any  man  what  he  is  unto  me ;  but,  blefled  be  the  Lord; 
I  feel  him  near,  his  righteoufnefi  near,  his  falvation  daily  revealed  before 
that  eye*  which  he  hath  opened  in  me,  in  that  true  living  fenfe  whercwitH 
he  hath  quickened  me. 

And  nowi  ye  that  have  high-  notions  and  rich  comprehertfive  knowledge 
concerning  thefe  things,  but  not  the  thing  itfelf,  the  life  itfeff,  the  Spirit 
idclf,  the  new  and  living  covenant,  and  law  of  life  itfelf,  wherein  alone 
Chrift  is  livingly  revealed.  Ah !  how  poor,  miferablt,  blind,  and  naked' 
are  yoq,  in  the  midft  of  all  your  traditional  knowledge  and  pretended  ex- 
periences concerning  thefe  things !  Come^ 


Cofiit>  be  quiet  it  whSc^  mA  ceafe  from  bittei^efi  of  feirit,  mA  reVHiilg 
:the  woilc  mi  people  of  ^  Lord;  fot  the  Lord  knowietn,  and  iriil  make 
mfu^feft,  both  Who  are  bis^  ^and  vrbo  aire  not  bis.  AU  tht  living  ftooea 
^i^re  his}  *but  Che  grtet  |niofei)bi^  ctfJciie  words  of  fcripture^  without  tte 
S{>irit  and  life  of  the  fcnpfurts,  iit  nbt  his^  no^  ever  were,  nor  ever  will 
be  owflied  by  him.        ,.  ;     .  \ 

.  Come,  learn  to  diftiaguifli  from  God  by  his  life»  by  his  andindng^  b)r 
the  evierkfting  ia&ftible  fuk»  and  mt  by'wonis  without  life,  where  the 
^ffiUettor  and  mlftake  hath  be^n  ib  aU  a^es  smd  generaoons.  The  Rreac 
9r»y  1^  tieceit  hath  long  been  (and  itiU  k)  by  a  form  xi  godlinefi,  ^dMMit 
power:  b^  fure  ye  be  not  thus  deoeivtdi  for  if  ye  mifs  of  the  poWer  which 
faves,  ye  cannot  but  perifii  for  even  /And  what  if  the  appearance  c^  the 
Spirit  and  power  of  ouf  Lord  Jefvf^  Chrift  irrWardty,  Which  is  that  which 
favbs,  be  te  ftrange  to  your  fi^fe^  undiraihinding,  and.  judcmeot,  as  his 
outward  appearaiice  waii  unto  the  people  of  the  Jewsr?  Take  heed  of  theit 
fpif  it^  take  heed  of  theif  judgmenk,  wbo  judgol  :acc6rdin^  to  the  appear- 
ance ef  thmgs  to  them,  which  ibd^  imagined  and  concdhred  from  the  fcrip- 
tuncs>  btfC  judged  not  the  true  and  r^teous  judgment,  which  only  tht 
chSldien  of  the  i^nae  wifdom  can. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

« 

THERE  s^cf^  or  Jhe  things  ^ery  precious,  which  Were  generally 
witneifed  in  die  days  of  the  apoftles  among  tiib  true  Chriftisms,  which 
jire  aU  mentioned  together,  Hei.  vu  4,*  5^  '  , 

'    Firft,.  They  were  trufy  erdigbtened. 

Theminiftersof  thegoi\)elwere  fent  by  Chrift,  to  turn  men  ^om  dark^ 
heiis  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to- Cod, Z^/  xxVi.  18.  i  fohn  i. 
5*  And  they  were  fkithful  in  then*  miniftry,  and  did  turn  meh  from  the 
darknefs  and  power  of  Satan  to  the  light  or  Cocf  &  holy  Sbirit  -,  and  they 
were  enlightened  by  it,  and  received  power  throujeh  It^  ^^d  fo  came  to  be 
children  of  the  light,  and  to  walk  id  the  light,  as  God  is  xn  the  ligbt. 

Secondly,  They  iafiU  tf  the  beVomly  gift. . 

What  is  the  heavenly  gift  which  Chrift  gives  to  tfabfe*  who  come  unto 
him,  and  become  his  meep  ?  He  gives  thedi  life,  eternal  life,  John  x.  27^ 
28.  He  brings  them  out  of  death,  and  mves  them  a  favour  and  taftc  of 
the  life  which  is  eternal.  This  was  it  which  the.apOftles  te^ified  of,  even  of 
the  life  which  was  manifefted  in  that  body  of  flefh  0^  our  Lord  Jefus 
ChriEt  (i  John  L  2.) ;  and  they  that  turn  from  the  darknefi  to  his  light,  he 
gives  them  a  tafte  of  the  fame  life.  , 

Thirdly,  They  were  made  partiikers  of  the  Hoh  Ghofi, 

The  go&d  is  a  day  of  brin^ng^rth  the  l^iritual  feed,  and  of  pouring 
but  the  holy  Spirit  upon  thenib  The  law  ftate  is  a  ftate  of  fervants^  the  gc^ 
pel  oi  fonsf  and  becaufe  true  believers  in  Chrift  are  (bns,  GpJi/cntprtb  the 
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Sfsrh  af  bis  Son  'ikto  Aeit  bearts  ta  cry^  Ahba  Fatbn.  And  God  canott  d^  - 
nf  his  own  Spirit  to  bis  children  that  afk  it  of  him ;  he  knoweth  how  abt 
folutely  neceflary  it  is  to  the  ftate  of  at  fon ;  and  whofoever  truly  receiv^h 
Chriilv.  Cbrijt  dotb  give  bim  power  to  become  afon\  which  power  is  in,  and 
vdth»  and  cannot  be  ieparated  from,  his  Spirit.  Yea»  the,  Spirit  cf  Chx\Si  \s 
fo  Becefl&ry  and  infeparahle  from  Urn  that  b  Chriftfs,  that  the  apdUe  ex^ 
prefly  affirms,  tbat  if  aav^  man  batb^  m$  tbe  -^pirU  ofCbriJt.,  be  is  none  of  hts^ 
Rom.  viii.  9. 

Fourthly,  ^bfff  taftedoftbegjoodWmrdofGod. 
.  Of  diat  Word  fiom  which  the  gift*  comes;  of  that  Wosd  which  was  ia 
the  beginning  of  the  world,  which  is  ingrafted  into  the  hearts  of  thofe  that 
truly  believe  *,  wkieb  fFordis  able  to  fasot ibe  foul. 

Fifthly,  ^b^tqfiedof  tbe  powers^  tbe  world  toxome.    , 

Of;  the  pow^r  dF  the  encUefi  life,  whereof  Chrift  is.  the  minifter,  and  a&t 
cofding  xa  which  he  minifters  life^  ia  that  holy,  true,  Hyiogt  inwaid,  ipi*. 
ritual  temple,  whdch  he  pitcheth  aadreareth  up  for  aa  habitation  to' God  ia 
his  .own.  Spirit. 

Now  in.  the  apoftafy  aind  night  of  darkne6,  whkh  hath  oome  over  the 
Chrifliiaa  ftate,  thefe.  things  have  beea  greatly  loft.  For  there  have  bcea 
none  that  have,  been  found  able  to  tufm  peofdo'  to  that  light  which  the 
apoftk  dire&ed  to.  None  could  tell  men  where  the  light  is  to  (hine,  and 
where  mea  were  to  expe^  it,  and  wait  for  iL  None  were  able  to  diiefb 
men  to  the  feed,  of  the  kingdom  within^  tx>  the  Word  of  fiiith,  the  Word 
cf  the  kingdom,  nigh  in  the  heart  and  mouth ;  much  kfs  were  they  able 
to  indxud  men  how  they  might  know  and  diftingjuiih  it  foom  all.  other  feeds,: 
and  the  voice  of  theihepherd  from  all  other  vsHces.  Here  it  came  to  pa&^i 
that  though  at  times  God  vifited  and  opened  mens  hearts,,  a  litde  warming* 
them  by  the  breath  which  came  horn  himfelf  v'  yet  they  notknowlna  howe^ 
to  turn  to  the  Lord,  and  wait  upon  him  for  ptefeirvation  ia  the  gift  and 
meafure  of  hb  own  ^ace,  the  good,  hath  ibon  been  ftolen  away  from  theni»' 
and  the  building  which  hath  been  ra\ied  up  in  them  hath  not  beea  a  build* 
i|)g  of  life  according  to  the  Spirk,  but  a«  building  of  wifdom  or  knowledge 
concerning  the  things  of  God  aocording:  to  the;  fleflb ;  and  fp  the  buildings 
that  hath  been  raifed  up  in  mens  fpirits^  hath  been  Baijylon,  inftead.  of  Sion.  * 

But  the  Lord  hath  had  a  remnant  sUl  alpng  the  apc^kafy,  who  &lt  fome» 
faegettings  of  life»  and  had  in  meafure  fome  fenfe  and<  tafte  >  of  tbe  heavenly^, 
things.    Theie  mourned  a%r  that  ftate  which  was  ^lice  enjoyed,  and.  felt 
their  w;uit  of  it,  ti^veUing  from  mouatatn  to  luU^  feekin^  their  reAing- 
place,  which  none  coold  rightly,  inforair  them  of«    Nowy  fori  tbe.  fakes  oi 
tbeie^  God  hath  at  length  appeared} 

Homafpeared?  p^^fomefay^ 

Why  thvs :  he  wfao  is  li^  hath  a{^)paied  inwardiy;^  caufing  his  light  to 
iiine  inwardly,  caufing  his  life  to  fpring  inwardly;  fotfaai  he  who  is  light, . 
who  is  life,  who  is  truth,  is  felt  and  known  in  lus  own  inward  vilits,  break- 
ings 
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ings-forth,  and  appearances.  For  God,  who  is  a  Spirit,  his  appearance'  is 
fpiritual,  his  day.  is  fpiritoal,  his  kingdom  is  ipiritual,  his  light  is  fpiritual, 
his  life  is  fpiritual,  his  day-ftar  is  fpiritual ;  and  his  day  dawneth,  and  his 
day-ftar  arifeth  in  the  heart.  Thus  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  did  vifit  us, 
who  fat  in  darknefsj  and  in  the  region  of  tbefbadow  of  death.  And  here  we 
have  met  with  what .  the  apoftles  met  with,  the  very  fame  light  of  life,  the 
very  fame  enlightening  Spirit  and  power,  and  have  been  enlightened  by  it» 
and  tailed  of  the  fame  gift. 

The  very  fame  grace  that  appeared  to  them,  and  taught  them,  hath 
appearedito  us,  and  taught  us ;  and  of  it  we  have  learned  the  fame  leflbns, 
in  the  fame  covenant  or  life  wherein  they  learned ;  and  now  can  we  feal  to 
their  teftimony  in  the  fame  Spirit  wherein  they  gave  it  forth,  and  witnefs  to 
the  fame  eternal  life,  and  the  fame  holy  oil  and  anointing,  our  eyes  having 
beeii  opened  and  kept  >open  by  it.  And  though  tha:e  be  great  difputes 
about  our  teftimony  in  this  our  day  (and  the  prefent  profeflbrs  rife  up  againft 
us^  as  the  former  pro&fibrs  did.again{l:  tbem)s  yet  let  but  any  man  come 
rightly  to  diftincuifli  in  himfelf  between  that  which  God  begets  in  the 
heart,  and  all  other  births,  and  let  that  ipeak  and  judge  in  them,  that  will 
ibon  confefs  that  our  teftimony  is  of  God^*  and  given  forth  in  the  authority 
and  by  the  commiffion  of  his  own  Spirit.  True  wifdom  is  juftified  by  the 
children  that  are  born  of  her ;  it  b  the  other  birth  that  doth  not,  nor  can 
own  her.  The  other  birch  can  own  'former  difpetifations  (according  to  the 
letter  of  thc;m) ;  butnot  tlie  life  and  power  of  the  prefent. 

I  have  known  the  breaking  down  of  much  in  me  by  the  powerful  hand 
of  the  Lord,  and  a  parting  with  much  (though  not  too  much)  for  Chrift's 
fake*  The  Lord  hath  brought  the  day  of  diftrefs  and  inward  judgment 
over  my  heart ;  he  hath  arifen  to  (hake  terribly  the  earthly  part  in  me  (yea, 
what  if  I  fliould  fay  that  the  powers  of  heaven  have  been  (haken  alfo),  that 
he  might  make  mecapable  to  receive  -and  bring  me  into  that  kingdom  which 
cannot  be  fliaken.  And  now  that  which  God  hath  (haken,  and  removed  in 
me,  I  fee  others  build  upon,  and  they  think  it  (hall  never  be  ihakon  in 
them ;  but  fuch  know  not  the  day  of  the  Lord,  nor  the  terrible  fearching 
of  his  pure  light,  nor  the  (^ration  of  his  power^  whic;b  will  not  fpare  in 
one,  what  he  hath  reproved^  .condemned,  (haken^  and  ^ertumed  in  an* 
other.  He  that  knows  the  living  done  within,  and  comes  to  him  as  to  a 
living  ftone,  and  is  built  upon  the  revelaticHi  of  his  Spirit,  life,  and  power 
(revealed  inwardly  againft  the  power  pf  darknefs)  is  Bot  deceived.  All 
that  otherwife  build  (I  mean  upon  an  outward  lAiowledge  concerning  Chrift, 
and  not  upon  his  inward  life)  their  building  will  not  beable  to  Hand  in  the 
day  of  the  Lord.  I  wi(h  they  might  have  a  fenfe  of  it  in  time;  that  they 
mi^ht  not  peri(h  for  ever ;  but  experience  that  life  and  power  of  our  Lord 
Jems  Chrift,  which  redecmeth  and  prefcrveth  out  of  the  periihing  ftace  for 
ever  and  ever.    J»m. 

THE 


THE    ANT1  ENT 


PRINCIPLE  of  truth: 


O    R, 


The  LIGHT  WITHIN  Afferted, 


AND 


Held   forth  'accorcttbg  to  true  Experience^    and   the 
faithful  Teftimony  of  the  Scriptures: 

1 
•         ■  •  •  •  »■ 

In  the  ANSWERS  to  FOUR  C^ESTlONS. 


*  ■ 

L  What  this  Light  is  which  we  tef- 
tify  of,  and  what  is  the  nature  of  it,? 

IL  What  it  doth  inwardly  in  the 
Heart  ? 


IIL  How  it  conieth  to  be  lighted^ 
fet  ujs  .And  increafed  there  ? 

IV.  .Hqw  it  Cometh  to  be  diminiflipd 
or  exti^guilhed  in  any  ?  . 


An 
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WITNESS  of  GOD  in  aU   CONSCIENCES, 

«  « 

Which  18  the  MoRB  SvRB  Word  of  Prophecy  ? 

•  -  ,  .      J  -  -  r 

The  Teftimony  of  the  Scriptures  without,  or  the  Voice  and  Teftimony 

of  the  Light  and  Spirit  of  GO  D  within,  in  the  Heart. 

* 

•      •  • 

By  one  once  greatly  diftreflcdj  but  now  at  length,  in  the  tender  Mercy  of 
the  Lord,  effcftually^  Vifitcd  and  Redeemed  by  the  Light  and  Power  of 
Truth, 
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PR     E     FACE 


THE  mic  minifters  of  the  go(pel^  the  xninifiers  o£  the  mv  cove* 
nant,  were  ordahied  and  tfppbiitted  by  God  td  be  fxnitifte»  of  fight, 
miniiters  of  righteouiheisy  miniftei^  of  the  Spirit,  Matf.  v.  14.  2  Car.  id.  15. 
tfj^^.  iif.  6.  'Aiiii  thil  w^  thek  work  and  ftrvke,  even  to  ptdiA  the  hgl^ 
to  deliver  their  iheAge  toteeraing  the  lights  whidi  tKe)r  heat^  of  Chtift^ 
and  were  fent  by  him  to  preach,  as  is  recorded  i  Joim  i.  5.  So  that  th^ 
4^ete  to  ti^B  men  what  the  light  was,  and  where  it  was  to  be  found ;  and  to 
turn  men  £rcim  darknefir  to  H^ht,  from  fin  and  unrighteoufnefs  to  purity 
and  righteoufnefs,^  from  the  fpirit  and  power  of  Satan  to  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  the  Uving  God  (Da?^.  liL  g.  JSs  xxn.  18.)  that  fo  they  might 
come  from  under  Satan's  authority,  power,  and  kingdom  of  darkneis,  into 
the  lights,  wherein/Chrift  reigns  as  king,  prfeft,  and  prophet,  unto,  and  over 
an  his ;  who  is  faithful  in  all  his  houfe,  and  Son  and  Lord  of  all,  diftri- 
buting  life,  righteoufnefs,  merc^,  and  peace  to  his  whole  family,  as  they 
abide  in  him,  and  walk  in  fubjedion  to  his  Spirit.  So  that  there  is  no 
condemnatipCk  to  them  thaet  are  gathef^  uiftX)  Chrift,  ihgr^id  into  faim» 
an^  who  abide  in  him  (walking  not  after  the  flelh,  but  after  the  Spirit), 
who  is  the  qukkener,  guidf,;  and  rule  of  aU  the  childrra^  xd  the  new  co- 
venant For  Chrift  is  the  way,  the  truth,,  and  the  life,  in  and  ta  them  all, 
and  is  made  by  God  all  in  1^  \mto  diem.  He  is  their  Ihepheid^  their  kidg, 
their  captam,  their  vii^,  their  olifve-tfee,  theii"  leader,  th€ir  door,  their  path, 
their  rule,  their  righteoufnefs,  their  holinefs,  their  wiidom,  their  redempdon, 
their  altar,  their  facrifice,  their  pricft,  their  prophet,  their  &bbath,  their 
fight,  their  day-^ng,  their  bright  and  mormng-fbr,  their  fun^  their  (hieki» 
tfer  rock,  and  their  high  tower. 

What  Ihall  I  fay  ?  God  hath  gathered  together  aH  things  into  One,  even 
in  him,  whofc  Spirit,  life,  and  light  eternal  is  the  One  fubftance,  which 
anfwers  all  the  figures  and  ^adows  oif  the  law^  and  they  ale  aU  ccxnpre- 
hended^  and  ful^ed>  and  end  in  him.    So  that  he  is  the  end  cxf  thd  aw 
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he  miniflds  tntth)  he  miiuikiis  li&»  he  miikiifen  (ahradon,  he  miniftcffls 
pover,  he  mkiifters  pure  heaireidy  i^rifdom ;  and  no  ^ood  thing  will  he 
with-hold  from  them  that  come  uato  him  to  the  dn^ings  of  his  Father^ 
and  foUow  hin^  wbitherfo^yer  he  kads,  aftd  obejr  his  go^U  nhich  is  eyer- 
USisk^  fieif  and  hviog. 

Now»  this  precious  miiiUbf  hath  beoi  vtd)drawn»  and  hid  from  ages 
and  gaieratiooa,  ia  the  long  Jkioht  of  the  great  apoftafy  aod  thick  darfe- 
nefa.  And  hoir  could  it  be  otoenrife^  For  men  being  in.  the  daric^  and 
having  erred  from  the  trae  Spirit,  aad  let  in  a  wrong  ipirit»  and  bulk  up 
vzong  churches)  and  having  notkamrntfae  true  wilderaeis  (nor  being  witt^ 
io^  to  flee  into  it)  whither  the  true  church  fled,  and  was  nourifhed  by  God 
with  the  true  food,  even  with  the  true  living  virtue  and  nourifliment,  all 
this  dark  night  of  die^^oftafy;  I  fay,  how  oould  they  come  at  the  true 
ligbt»  the  tfut  SfinXp  the  true  power  (froqn  which  the  true  miniftry  is\ 
which  did  not  viublv  now  appear,  but  was  with  the  true  church  in  the  wiL 
derneis  ?  Sb  that  tnere  hath  been  a  trae  chucch  all  this  wbile^  w^ch  the 
gates  oi  heB  have  not  been  ^dbJe  to  pievsul  agiunft,  as  to  her  insnuxl  temple 
and  altar  (nor  over,  the  woHhippers  which  has^e  woiftiipped  ehenan),  al- 
though they  have  gained  the  outward  cooct ;  God  hapri&g.ibre^  it  &om 
Iph  inward  buikliflg,  and  gifven  it  to  die  Gentiles  in  fpidt^  who  are  not 
true  Jews^  who  are  aoc  wotfiiippers  in  the  Spuit,  and  in  the  truth,  Rmf^ 
xxi.  I,  2. 

But  now,  at  length,  hktkd  be  the  Lord,  the  long  nigiit  oi  darkneft 
draws  towards  an  end ;  yea^  is^come  to  an  end  ia  many  fpedts  ^  and  tlie 
true  light  is  heoken  forth  again  (and  flmieth  again  inwardly  in  manyX  and 
the  true  mimBtiy  is  revived  agaisi,  and  the  exerhdting  gotpd  (the  evoiaftiiag 
covenant  of  lite,  mercy,  and  fidvationt  in  and  thraugh  Cfarift  Jefus,  the 
H^  and  hfe  of  men)  preached  again.  For  now  it  la.notoiily  outamdly 
read,  4bai  Gad  is  Ugbi ;  but  the  meffiige  hath  been  reodved,  and  perlbns 
chofibn^  and  fentfordi  l^  God  to  pubUfti  it ;  and  to  turn  menfiom  darkneft 
to  light,  and  from  Saun*s  power  to  GoiL  And,  bkfied  be  the  Lord,  the 
puUiSung  of  this  precious  teftimoiiy  (in  the  poacer  and  mtthority  of  the 
Moft  High)  hath  not  been  in  vmn«  Sut  the  capdvii^  of  many  hath  been 
broken  by  the  power  of  li^t,  and  the  power  aad  ftrength  of  darkneis  (in* 
wanUy )  overturned  by  it.  Oh !  how  hath  the  ftrong  man,  which  kept  the 
houfe,  before  the  ftronger  than  he  appeared  in  die  name  and  audioiiiq;r  of 
his  Father ;  I  lay,  how  hath  he  trembled  at  the  inward  and  ipieisusi  arapear* 
ance  of  him  diat  was  ftronger  than  he  ?  And  how  have  the  piHacs  of  die 
old  building  been  (haken  ?  How  hath  the  witnefs  of  God  been  veacl^  to 
in  mens  fpirits  ?  How  have  the  dead  been  raifcd,  the  blind  eye  opened, 
the  deaf  ear  unftopped,  the  dumb  tongue  loofed,  the  lame  caufed  to  leap 
as  an  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  to  fing,  the  inward  ipiritual  le- 
profy  dcanfed,  and  done  away  for  ever,  the  wounded  healed,  the  broken- 
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fiearted  bound  up  ?  And  what  hafdi  hoc  the  Lord  done  inwardlf  and  '^fav 
tually  for  his  people,  wbo'hkr^  tieea  fenfible  o£  bis  appearance^  and  ga- 
thered by  his  Spirit  and  power  to  the  erne  SbikA, : who  is  thertrue^iliephetd, 
,thc  land  of  At  living,  the  holy  €ity  and  temple,  the  fight  of:  theJ  city,  the 
life  of  the  chy,  the  gates ,  and  wall  of  the  city,  the  king  and  kingdom 
both  ?  For  his  life,  his  nature,  his  Spirit  is  AH,  and  in  AH*  Ah  I  wbtt  do 
ve  defire  to  have,  but  Chnft  the  feed,  and  tins  feed  fown  in  our  hearts*  and 
•abiding  in  us,  and  his  life;  rigbteoufiieik  and'gbry,  his  hxAj  power,  do- 
'minion,  andkihgdotti,  ^ngingiipiin  it?  And  as,  in  the  apoftles  days^ 
(there  was.  the  feat  to  .their  testimony:  in^  peoples  liearts,  where  meir  miniftry 
waff  ordered' by  the  Lord,  and  was  received ;  evenib  it  isiiow.  Oh !  how 
jdoth  the  witnefs  anfwer  in  mens  hearts  and  confciences  I  And  they  that 
keep  to  the  witnfefs,  and  its  teftimony,  not  hearkening  after  words  to  the 
wifdomof  theflcfh;  how  do  they  become  living  epifiles,  to  be  &en  and 
read  of  all  men,  as  the  Lord  pleafeth  to  open  tlmt  ej^  in  smy,  which  can 
fee  and  read. 

Now,  to  be  often  teftifyrng  of  this  light  (which  the  Lord  hath  vifited  us 
with,,  andwfaereia  we  experience  theknowledgeaof.HisSon,  and  redemption 
by  him),' to  .us  it: is:  not  grievous;  and  it  is  good  and  fafe  for  others* 
Therefore,  ;it  anfing  in.my  heart,  in  the  fpringings  of  life,  and  lying  upori 
me  (as  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord)  to  give  forth  this,  furxher  fliort  teftimony, 
{or  the  fakes  of  fuch  as  have  any  defire  to  know  and  experience  the  truth, 
as  it  is  in  Jefus ;  I  am  given  up  in  fpirit  to  ierve  my  God  therein  $  and  do 
give  it  forth  in  humility,,  in  feac,Jia.tenderne&  of  fpirit,  in  tcu^  love,  with 
breathings  to  my  Go4  that  he>  would  pleafe  to  open  the  hearts  of  thde 
that  lliall  be  inclined  to  read  it,  that  they  may  feel  fomewhat^of  that  in 
themfelves,  i&om  which  the  teftimony  came  ^  and  fo  therc-fiom  may  hear, 
in  true  fenfe.  and  underfianding,  the  trae  and  good  report  of;  the  found  of 
life  and  falvation '  in  this  our*^age,  and  may  learn  fo  to  turn  inwardly  from 
the  darkneis  to  the  light,  from  the  power  xk  Satan  to  God's  Spirit  and  ap- 
pearance inwardly,  ^at  the  arpi  of  the  Lord  may  be  revealed  in  them, 
and  powerfully^  fti'etched  out  for  them. 

And  this  is  the  precious  knowledge  of  Qirift  indeed,  even  to  know Chrift 
the  power  of  God,  Chrift  the  wifiiom  of  God,  inwardly  revealed  and  work- 
ing in  tjie  heart,  deftroying  fin  there,  and  building  up  the  holy  building, 
wherein  he  himfdf  will  dwell  and  reign.  Oh !  that  all  that  truly  breadie 
after  him,  might  not  be  witk-held  from  hini  (and  his  living  teftimony,  and 
inward  appearance)  by  the  power  of  darknefs  and  deceit,  which  works  fub- 
titty  in  tfa^^  heart  againft  the  appearance,  power,  and  work  of  the  Lord 
there»  but  might  thus  come  to  know  him.!  Amen. 


THE 


[  173  J 


MMHM 


THE 


Ancient  Principle  of  TRUTH^ 


o  R, 


•  •>    ^ 


The  Light  within  AGkmd.  &fc. 


I      II    I  li<i   1*1 


O  U  E  S  T  I  O  N    I.        . 

»  « 

/T^T*  is  this  Light  J  which  we  p  eameftly  tejlify  ofy  and  whereof  we. 
affirm^  That  all  men  are  (or  have  been)^  in  fome  meafure  enUgbtened 
ff  it  ?  And  what  is  the  nature  of  it?,    ,  - 

A   N   S  W  E    R.  .; 

It  is  that  which  fliineth  from  God  in  this  heart, .  wherein  God.  is  near: ta 
men  5  and  wherein  and  whereby  men«niay«feek  afkec  God,  and  find  him. 

God  is  a  Spirit;  and  his  Spirit  and'  prdience  is  near  to  all  men.  Wbi^ 
therfhdl  I  go  from  thy  Spirit?  Or  whither  fiaU  I  flee  from  thyprefence?  .PfaL 
cxxxix.  7,  (^c.  It  is  impoaible..for  any  fo  to  do.  For  God,  who  is  a 
Spirit  (and  the  Father  oi  fpiritsV  is  nigh  to  every  fpirit.  Every  i^t  de- 
pends upon. him  the  fountain>of  fpfrits^  and  hath  its  being,  life,  and  nk>- 
tion  from  him,  4md  in  him^  after  a  fenfe ;  though  not  after  fuch  a  ienfe,  as. 
they  who  are  quickened,  by  him  ei^rience. 

Now  God,  who  is  lights  being  ib  near  every  man,  doth  he .  never  ihine 
upon  them  ?  They  are  darkneu ;  but  doth  he  never  appear  in  the  dark-. 
ne(s  ?  He  who  is  lights  loveth  mankind ;  doth  he  never  vifit  them  with  his 
love  ?  He  knowetb  what  and  how  great  inward  and  fpiritual  enemies  man- 
kind have ;  doth  he  never  make  any  difcoveries  of  their  enemies  fo  them  ? 
Yes  5  the  light  is  near  all  mankind,  to  difcover  to  them,  and  help  them 
againft  the  darknefs ;  a^d  the  love  is  near  to  help  them  ^ainft  the  enmity 
which  deftroyeth,  and  {o  txy  fave  them.  For  whoibever  joineth  to  the  li^ht 
of  God's  Spirit,  cannot  but  witnds  falvation  thereby ;  for  it  is  of  a  favmg 
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nature,  and  bringcth  falvation  with  it  to  all  that  receive  it.  Chrift  is  in  it, 
and  is  known  hj  it  (inwardly,  ipiritually,  livingly  known),  and  he  is  not^ 
n6r  CA^  be  known  without  it  He  that  Knoweth  the  light  of  God*s  Spirit, 
know^  Chrift  \  and  he  that  behe^eth  in  it,  beMeveth  in  him  \  and  he  that 
knoweth  not,  nor  bclieveth  therein,  neither  knoweth  nor  bclieveth  in  Chrift* 
So  that  as  the  Jews  circumcifion  outward,  and  their  knowledge  and  think- 
ing to  be  juftiBed  by  the  righteou^efi  fuid  works  of  the  law  (which  tnoft  of 
them  brake,  and  were  tranfgreflbrs  of-,  though  Paul  (aid,  he  was,  toucldng 
tbefigl44mfnep  ifilnfk^is  ilk  the  law ^  blamelefs)i  L  fay,  as  this  was  diibwned, 
a^a  (fenied  by  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  ^  and  the  cirou mcifion,  and  work  <^ 
God  on  the  hearts  of  the  Gentiles  fet  over  it,  and  exalted  above  it,  as 
Rem.  ii.  fo  is  it  now  alfo.  The  ki|pw}qdgc  of  thofe,  and  belief  of  thole 
who  own  the  light,  and  believe  in  the  light,  is  owned  by  God's  Spirit  (in 
this  our  day)  tor  the  truo  beliievip^  ia  the  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift,  and  fotr  that 
knowledgD  which  is  life  eternal;  and  t3ie  knowing,  and  bdxeving  on  him, 
as  men  account  it,  according  to  their  apprehenfions  of  the  letter,  without 
this,  is  reckoned  with  God  ror  ignorance  and  unbelief. 

So  that  in  this  is  God  known,  in  this  is  Chrift  believed  in*  Here  God 
draws  nigh  to  every  man,  apd  is  a  God  tm  afar  oflT,  but  nigh  at  hand ; 
and  his  falvation  is  nigh,  and  hlif  righteouihefs  caady  to  be  revealed  here ; 
and  here  every  maa  may  feek  after  ^d  obtain  the  knowledge  of  bim,  the 
j(kving  knowledge,  the  knowledge  of  the  grace,  of  the  mft  of  ^racp  which 
brings  faivation.  In  this  is  the  Son  ki^d,  in  this  is  be  drawn  mgh  «i,  and 
come  to  by  the  ibul,  and  not  out  of  it  Here  are  the  drawings  of  the  Fa- 
ther felt.  Let  any  man  &el  this„  he  feels  thaf  which  begets  to  God ;  he 
feels  that  which  comes  from  the  Son,  is  of  the  nature  of  the  Son,  wherein 
file  Father  draws  the  heart  of  the  chSd  whom  he  begets,  to  the  Son. 
And  ia  this  as  the  ibul  comes^  it  comes  out  of  the  darknefs  wherein  Chrift  is 
not  nor  dmlls,  into  the  ^ht  whecein  Chrift  is  with  the  Padtfr ;  and  ib  in 
this  the  foul  is  ever  near,  and  out  ^  it  ftilt  afer  oC  In  this  is  the  holjr 
foot  witne0bd,  and  the  mgraffifig  theretnfo$  om  «f  this  the  holy  root  is 
not  known^  nor  can  men  undeiftand  whac  it  ia  to  be  ingrafted  into  him, 
and  how  he  is  aa  oiive-'Cree,  a  vine,  a  door^  a  ftepherd,  ajeader,  a  captaun, 
a  redeemer.  Nor  can  men  poffiMy  know  the  voice  of  me  true  fliepherd 
from  the  voice  of  a  ftranger,  xSA  they  qome  hither  v  Aor  how  the  true  (hep- 
herd  waHn  before  his  fteep,  and  wh«t  it  is  to  fellow  him  out  of  that  which 
deftroys,  into  that  which  regenerates,  makes  new  and  living,  titl  they  come 
hithen 

9 

Now  diis  inward  light  is  8A>undaiidy  teffified  of  in  the  feriptures. 

As  firft  by  Mofes,  who  fpeaking  of  the  other  covenant,  the  new  cove- 
nant, the  covenant  of  circumcifing  the  heart,  turqeth  ordife6teth  the  mind 
to  this  wotd  or  commandment  nigh,  whereby  -i^nc  it  ean  be  done,  as 
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Dmti  i^au  Aod  .4wl^  the  iftufon  iie^y  God.ib  oftm  comma&ded  the 
Jews  to  circumcife  their  hearts,  and  to  walh  them  and  mafee  diem  cleaA 
ttom  their  wkked  ^Ays  ftnd  vain  though ;  becMife  Mofes  had  diroftol  dieir 
minds  to  that,  and  that  was  near  to  thQin>  wherein  and  whereby  it  mig^ 
be  done.  In  another  place,  he  bids  them  make  theQi  a  new  heart,  Ezek. 
xviii*  31.  How  could  that  be  done?  Why,  by  turning  to  Qod's  Spirit 
which  ftro?e  with  them,  hifc  power  would  e&£b  it  in  them  1  and  men  aie 
(aid  to  jMjrify  their  heam,  through  the  Spirit,  in  loving  and  obeying  the 
truth  which  doth  it,  1  Peter  i.  22.    Join  xvii,  1 7» 

Secondly,  By  Job,  who  fpeaks  of  God's  candle  fiuning.upDn  his  head» 
and  of  walking  through  darknels  by  his  light,  chop.  xxix.  30.  He  fpeaka 
likewiie  of  thme  that  itbel  ag^unft  the  light,  that  know  AoC  the  ways  there- 
of, nor  abide  in  the  paths  theregf,  ebap.  xtiv.  1 3. 

Thirdly,  By  David,  who  by  it  faw  through  the  types  and  (hadows  to  the 
fubilance,  and  grew  wifer  than  his  teachers,  he  knowing  the  word  within^ 
mnd  having  his  ctodle  lifted  by  it,  fo  that  he  knew  the  inward  law  which 
converts  the  foul»  and  was  led  by  God's  light  and  truth  Ihining  in  his  in* 
Ward  parts,  Pfsk  xHii*  3* 

.  Fourthly,  By  Sokmion,  Tbe  c^muumdmeta  is  a  lamp^  and  the  law  Ugbi^  and 
the  refrarfs  ef  if^ntSkh  the  wajt  of  Ufe^  Frair.  vl  23.  Every  one  that  ex- 
perienccth  the  ^ght,  the  law,  the  commandment  within,  knoweth  it  to  be 
thus»  i^ain  faidi  he,  Tbe  path  of  the  jufk  is  a  Jhining  ligbt^  that  Jhinesh 
more  and  more  unSo  tbe  ftrfe&  1%,  chap.  iv.  18.  JiSl  as  a  light,  which 
(hines  outwardly,  is  to  the  outward  man ;  fuch  is  the  inward  l^ht  to  the 
inward  man ;  yea  more :  fw  inwardly  tfa^  light  and  thq  way  is  all  one. 
Chrift  is  tbe  way,  die  truth,  and  the  life,  which  are  three  names  of  one  and 
the  fame  thing.  And  he  diat  walks  in  the  light,  walks  in  the  way  of  life 
and  holinefs;  which  he  that  walks  in. the  darknels  walks  out  of.  I  fluJl 
mention  but  one  pkiGc  more,  which  is  very  ^fierently  rendered,  it  is  cb0p. 
zx.  27.  The  new  tranflation  renders  it  thus,  ^be  fpirit  sf  man  is  tbe  tan^ 
He  of  tbe  Lordj  feardnt^  ail  tbe  inward  parts  of  tbe  belfy.  The  okl  thus, 
Tbe  ligbt  of  tbe  Lord  is  tbe  breatb  of  man^  and  fearcbetb  all  tbe  bowels  of  tbe 
belfy.  The  heart  of  man  (the  unregenerate  mind,  the  unregenerate  fpirit),  is 
deceitful  above  all  things  and  dcfeenttely  wicked;  that  whereby  God 
iearcheth  it,  is  his  light,  hU  candle,  nis  own  Holy  Spirit. 

Fifthly^  By  the  prophets,  as  Ifaiah,.  Jemny,  Ezekid,  Micah,  &r.  who 
laid,  He  batb  fbewed  tbee^  Q  nkm^  wbat  is.  good.  And  wbat  dotb  tbe  Lord 
reqmre  of  tbee^  ha  to  do  Jnftfyj  and  to  Um  mercy ;  and  tc  bitmble  tbyfelf  to 
walk  foitb  tby  God?  chap.  vi.  8.  How  doth  God  fliew  this  to  mankind^ 
but  by  the  mward  li^t  of  his  Spirit. 

Sixthly,  By  John  Baptift,  who  was  the  fwrc-runncr,  and  teftificd  of  Chrift 
as  of  the  inward  and  fpiritual  baptizer^  who  had  his  fan  in  his  hand.  What 
ia  that?  What  doth  Chnft  fan  with  ?  What  doth  he  £uit  and  with  what  ? 
The  %ht  within  is  a  fan»  the  Spirit  within  is  a  fpiik  of  judgment  and  i)um- 
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ing  %  it  fcatters  the  darknels )  yei^  it  amfiimes  and  burns  up  the  ixdk  And 
ftubble  there. 

Seventhly,  By  Chrift  himfel^  who  laid,  ^bis  is  its  coniimuOUn^  that 
light  is  coH^e  into  the  ioorid^  and  nun  Uved  darkmfs  rather  tban  Ugbi^  hecaufe 
their  deeds  vansre  evil,  John  iii.  19.  Mark  liow  Chrift  preached  the  light 
'(the  feed,  the  kingdom;  the  leaven),  and  bid  men  bring  their  deeds  to  it, 
and  blamed  them  that  did  not,  ver.  ao,  21.  How  can  there  be  an  inwacd 
Jcfw;  an  inward  circumcifion,  without  an  inward  law,  inward  light,  and  in* 
ward  teftimony  ?  And  to  this  inward  law  and  teftimony,  muft  the  inward 
Jew  daily  have  recourfe,  and  bring  his  deeds  thither,  to  be  judged  and 
icahned  there. 

Again,  Chrift  faith,  I  am  the  tight  of  the  world :  be  that  followitb  mefoaU 
not  walk  in  dairknefs^  but  JhaUbffoe  ,tbe  l^t  of  Ufe^  chap.  viiL  12.  How 
is  Chrift  the  light  of  the  world  ?  Or  how  was  Chrift  the  light  of  the  world  ? 
Was  he  only  fo,  as  he  appeared  in  that  body  of  flefli  ?  Is  he  not  i(^  in  his 
inward  and  fpiritual  appearance  ?  Is  he  not  the  univerfal  light,  the  Sun  of 
rightebuihefs,  which  enlighteneth  the  whole  dark  world?  Yet  again  he  faith, 
Tet  a  little  while  is  the  light  with  you ;  walk  while  ye  have  the  l^bt^  left  dark- 
nefs  come  upon  you\  for  be  thai  walketb  indarknejsj  htoweth  not  wbitber  be 
goeth.  labile  ye  have  the  tight  betieve.  in  the  tight^  that  ye  mof  be  the  ebildren 
of  light,  chap.  xii.  33,  36.  This  is  Chrift's  direftion  to  men  how  they 
may  become  true  believers ;  to  wit,  by  believing  in  the  light.  The  light 
ihines  in  the  darknefi  (ye  were  darknefs)^  and  by  believing  in  it,  men  become 
children  of  it. 

Eighthly,  By  the  apoftles  and  evangelifts.  *  They,  were  fent  to  turn  men 
fromdarknefe  to  light,  ^s  xxvi.  i8.  and  tliey  teftified  of  the  light  they 
were  to  turn  men  to ;  delivered  their  meflage  that  God  was  light,  and  that 
in  him  was  no  darkne(s  at  all.  They  preached  Chrift  the  light,  the  life, 
the  way,  the  truth ;  they  turned  men  from  Satan's  fpirit  which  is  darknefs, 
to  God's  Spirit  which  is  light. 

John  the  evangelift  teftified  of  tbf  word  which  was  in  the  beginning j  and 
faid.  In  him  was  tife^  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men*  And  the  tight  ftnnetb 
in  darknefs,  and  the  darkn^s  comfrebended  it'  not,  chap.  1.  4,  5.  And  again 
faith,  fpeaking  of  him,  ^bat  was  tbe  true  tigbt^  which  tighteA  every  man  that 
Cometh  into  tbe  world,  ver.  9. 

Paul  faith,  Whatfoever  doth  make  mdnifeft  is  light,  Ephef.  v.  3.  Where- 
fore awake  thou  that  Jkepeft,.  and  arifefrom  tbe  dead,  ver.  14.  for  God  hath 
ient  forth  the  light  (^  his  Son  to  Toufe  thee.  Again,  he  profefiedly  averreth, 
that  the  word  nigh  in  the  mouth,  and  heart,  was  that  word  of  faith 
which  he  preached,  Rom.  x.  8.  If  fo,  then  that  is  the  word  of  faith 
which  is  to  be  believed  in,  if  men  would  believe  in  Chrift,  and  be  (aved 
by  him. 

James  fpeaketh  of  God  as  the  Father  of  Lights,  from  whom  every  good 
and  perfc^  g^t  ftt^oceodctb,  cbc^*  u  17.    Ti^  furely  iiom  him  is  ^he 

grace 
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grace,  and  the  gift  (the  free  sift)  by  grace,  which  is  upon  all  to  juftificatiaft  ' 
of  lifpy  that  receive  it;  and  follow  the  teachings, of  it. 

Peter  foeaks  of  the  more  fure  word  of  prophecy,  to  which  men  Ihould 
take  heed ;  and  wait  (in  taking  heed  to  that)  for  the  dawning  of  the  day, 
and  the  arifing  of  the  day-ftar  in  the  heart,  2  Pettr  i.  19.  Indeed,  all 
men  ought  to  watt  for,  and  give  heed  to,  the  light  of  God's  Holv  Spiritt 
and  the  holy  prophecies,  wamines,  and  dire£Bons  thereof  in  their  hearts. 

And  John,  at  laft,  as  I  may  fty,  in  that  book  of  the  Revelation  (cbfing 
up  the  teftimony  of  that  i^e  and  generation)  fpeaks  of  walking  in  the 
li^ht  of  the  Lamb,  chap.  xxi.  23,  24.  (which  every  one  that  comes  to 
witnefs  the  true  light  ought  to  do,  eUe  there  is  no  true  fellowlhip  with  God^ 
nor  with  bis  fandified  ones,  who  are  gadiered  into  and  walk  in  the  light, 
even  as  (jod  is  in  the  light,  i  J^  i.  7.)  And  the  ai^l  that  opened  the 
rophecies  and  myffacries  of  that  book  to  John,  faid,  that  the  ujiimony  of 
'ifus  is  the  Spirit  of  fr^becf^  chap.  xix.  10.  So  then,  he  that  hath  this 
ipirit  of  prophecy,  he  that  hath  this  inward  light,  hath  the  teftimony  of  Je-> 
fus  i  but  he  that  hath  it  not,  hath  not  the  teftimony  itfelf,  but  only  words 
concerning  the  teftimony.  For  diis  is  the  diftinSion  between  the  true  be« 
liever  and  .the  falfe :  d^  true  believer  hath  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  the  wit- 
;iefs  in  himfelf,  i  Joim  v.  10. :  the  £dfe  believer  hath  but  the  outward 
teftimony  or  rdation  of  things  \  but  not  the  inward  fubftance,  the  covenant 
and  law  of  life  within. ., 

.    CL  U    E    S    T    I    O    N      11. 

What  doth  this  light  do  imoardhf  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  thai  receive  #/,  helieve 
in  it^  and  give  up  to  it? 

ANSWER. 

It  doth  all  that  is  requiiite  to  be  done,  from  the  ibul*s  coming  out  of 
fpiritual  Egypt  into  the  land  of  reft  -,  and  all  that  is  needful  for  its  growth 
and  prefervation  there. 

Firft,  It  enlighteneth.  It  ftieweth  what  is  evil,  and  aUb  what  is  good, 
according  to  the  meafure  and  proportion  of  it,  and  according  to  God's 
caufing  it  to  Ihine  in  the  heart.  It  difcovet*s  the  myftery  of  darknefs,  the 
myftcry  of  ungodlinefs,  the  myftery  of  iniquity,  the  myftery  of  deceit  in 
all  its  myfterious  workings  \  for  nothing  is  hid  ^om  the  light  of  him  with 
whom  we  have  to  do.  And  it  alfo  difcovers  the  myftery  of  eodlinefs,  the 
myftcry  of  holinefe,  the  pure  way  and  commandment  rf  lite ;  and  gives 
all  the  believers  (the  true  believers  in  Chrift)  this  experience,  that  his  com- 
mandment is  life  ever  lofting.  There  is  nothing  the  heart  needs  defire  to 
know  of  God,  but  this  makes  it  manifeft  in  the  due  fealbn.  It  opens 
the  very  myftery  of  the  fcriptures,   gives  the  rig^t  underftanding  and 
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heart,  .:.'";.       '      •■'..:'      .  *   •■'  "'    ■■■•*. 

cUnes  the  miijdto;cHufe  the  gciocJ,  and  fefiifc^tHc  eMfl.-.  -It  "tf WiMs  ftohi  t^ 
evil^ [atnd  t6wards  the.«.gd6d^  ]^a, : bnd^ the  foul td  made^j^n^^tn'ttye'tfafof 
]fim  iihp  h  li^it,  >aj^  irfhd  appears  Uti  4h9fc  '1^,;  2M  r&/^^  ^hfa  '|m>W^ 
there,  flherc  is  a  ;vay;  an  high-Wdy ^ .  fpoton  ^df,  . i)fc.  "iflntv. :  8-  ^^nBetl  »tftfe 
wa^  df  ^hQitllei&,  ik^krh  the  unkleah  eun  [neither  <}ift:ern  yioI*  pais  ^ott^  to ; 
but  tbe  light  -of  thelLofd  Jcfas  ^Jhrift,  ehe  Wiefelfare-^f  gfiace  -atnd^tnith 
vhorewith  iie  eDli^htens  ^men^'ib  niunifibfts  aiklleads- ihta^his^^y^  ^£Mt 
(bey>that  are  taught  and  gaided  bjr  him,/ihaU  trtflk^hertfin,  "and  not  err. 

Thirdly,  It  fcattcrs  :the  darkn^»  toeaks  the  ptiwer  of  *the- enemy;  it 
mj^'OfijE  mth  hm  who  is  ^  ftoweii,  *^n9  giv«ni't6  pattake ^thereof;  fd 
thaj  poiirer  is  .givdn  ip  ibecdflie  ^Drts  ^^^  the  light,  "t^  the  diJldreti  trf  the 
li^ti;  .power  giTten  to'be&me  kings  attd  |)riefts  t6'Gi*i%  ^powcr  given  to 
re^h  in  the  jdamiiiiah  df  Jtik  fifb,'m'tlie'ddh)ihieiY^6f'^is  trdih,  k)Ver  Bn^. 
over  detfh,  orcr.  flecert ;  and  tb  ^Bcr  up -the  hbly  living  faeflBcts  tb^od. 

What  fhall  I  iay ^.  It  is  one  "wirfi  C3in(H  ^it  is  of,  Ms  heavenly  Spirit  ahd 
nature,:  it  .makes  '^ajr  fur 'him,  It  le^d^^to  him,  'it  fiife  with -film,  it  Wriligs 
Imo  ttnky  and  fidlorli^fldp  berth  ti^ich^t^^^  Scm;  ^erethe^eace 

which  pidSleth  iiiid<iHI:ahaing,  and  thd  'j<^  unTpeakalile  and'iiS  cf'jg^oiy, 
abounds.  This  is  the  gofpel  meffage,.that  God  is  -ligHtiind  thCy  that 
are  gathered  into  and  abide  in  this  light,  they  are  gathered  into,  and  abide 
in  unity  and  fellowlbip,  bothiyitkthe.Fa&er  and  ihcSbm 

David  had  great  fenfe,  and  great  experience  of  this  light  rf:God*s  Holy 
Spfriti  4nd  of  his  ttdth  fent  rorth,  tfi^ilefted,  and  revealed  in  his  inwkrd 
parts,  as  is  (ignified,  Pfal.  li.  6.  and  again,  in  that  vehement  prayer  of 
his,  Pfal.  xliii»  3.  Ob!  fend  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth ;  let  them  lead me^  let 
them  kring  me  unto  thy  hdfy  hill^  anakf  thy  tahemacbs.  Then  will  I  go  unto 
the  altar  of  God,  unto  God  the  gladnefs  of  tny  joy  \  yea^  upon,  the,  harp  wiD  I 
praife  tiee^  O  Gods  nfy  God:  Indeed  when  the  light  Ihincs,,  and  tne  truth 
fprings  up  in  the  heart,  it  leads  to  trim  that  is  true,  it  le^s  to  the  holy  hiii 
and  mountain  of  the  Lord,  and  tp  the  inward  altar ;  which  diey  hate  h6 
right  tO)  Ivho  ferve  and  worfliip  at  tfhe  Outward ;  and  the  harp  is  known 
wherion  the  Moft  High  is  praifed,  even  that  inward  harp,  thereof  David's 
outward  harp  was  but  the  figure.  Therefore  they  that  come  to  the  holy 
hill  of  God,  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  houfe,  and  to  that  holy  build- 
ing which  was  reared  theite,  they  invite  and  encourage  Others  to  walk  in 
Aat  light  which  led  them  thither,  wherein  communion  with  God,  and  one 
with  another,  and  the  Wefflngs  of  life  and  peace  arc  enjoyed,  Ifa.  ii.  5. 

But  what  (hould  I  (peak  of  the  fiifflciency  of  the  light  and  grace  of  the 
Spirit  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  or  of  what  it  is  able  to  do,  and  of  what 
he  is  pleafed  to  work  by  k  ?  I  fhall  only  fay  this,  that  as  the  fuUhefs  was 
enough  for  Chrift,  and  to  fit  him  for  the  wonc  which  be  had  to  do  1  ^o  the 

xneafure 


MMeafure*  of  gctce^  andjtrath  ^Mch  he  be&owsi  is  enough-  f6r  evdy  mant 
i^ffwe  u.fitficieMt:for  tbee^  iiud>Gcxi  to  Pisiul  i  Md  (b  it  is  fbr  every  mani 
TJm^e  i&  Qo.want^ g£  fofikimof  m: die  graioe  of'God$  in  the  feed'of- tlie 
kiogdoiQ,  in  the  pearl> of  pijce^  in  tfae  holy  kaven,- in  th6  heavenly  fait; 
but  the^^rtiieaod  fttcagth  of  it  is  gi^ter  tha^  the  enemy  is  able  to  with^ 
ibnd*,  aodt  he '  that  keeps  to  itj  and -departs  not  from  it^  Ihall  feel  lile  and 
power  fpringuigup  init^  to quioken  him  and  cariy  him  through  aH  that 
Gk^  Tequiirs  q£  him*  For  the  water  which  Chrift '  gives  is  a  weB;  fpring'^ 
if^up  (in  him.  to  wbom  it' is  given)  unto  life  eternal  ^  and  this  water  is 
abk  to  wafli^  ablrto^  nouriih,  able  to  fill  the  ibul  with  living  virtue,^  WHidl 
waitrthfor  it  andpartaketh  of  ic^  And  all  the  nations  of  them  ^  that' arie 
favfid,  atie  to  walk  in^the  light  of^God^s^rit.  T^o  this,  men-  are  to'b^ 
turned,  unto  this  they  are  to  be  gathered,-  into  this  they  ard  to  be  trahl^ 
lated  (even  from  the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  into  the  Son's  marvellous  light) } 
and  being  changed. by  it  (into  ic$  nature)  become  Kgbt  in  the  Lord,  and 
ought  to  wa}kr  in  the  light,  as  Go^  is  in  the 'lights  i  Jfibii  u  j\ 

m 

(QUESTION       IIL 

How,dp/b  the  mndcomc  tg  bf  entigbtenedi  andtbecandk  ef  the  .Lord  com  t» 
be  fet  ttp  itt  the  foul  f 

A     N     S.     IV     E      ^ 

I 

By  God^s  paufing  it  to  fhine  there,  and  the  mmd^s  being-  turned^  to  it, 
and  given  up. to  be  exercifed  by  it>  a$  it  pleafeth  the  Lord' to  caufo  it  to* 
ihine. 

The  power  of  tjhe  Lord  reacheth  to  the  pure  principle  of  life  wd  light 
in  the  heart,  in, the  feafons  of  his  g3od  pjeafure.     This  being  reached  to 
and  touched ,.  by  the  Lord,  anfwers  his  touch,  his  vifit;,  ^  ^is  ca)l  \  and  i\^ 
mind  being  turned  to. it,  fenfif;)k  of  it,  and  ViUi;iig. to; let. it  incoi  i(s  nature 
and  fpirit,  and  to. become  onewith.  it.  (fulFering.with  it^  and  bearing- its : 
crofs) ;  the  feed  come th. to  gfow  there,  the  li^t.'wJiifh  w,as  .hid  and  over- 
whelmed under,  the  earth  (unde;;t|^!p  eatthly  v^iifdoxn,  the  earthly  will,  thi?: 
earthly  knowledge,  the  earthly;  ddQrcs,.  tlie  earthly  d^ligh;s,  £s?r J  fComethr. 
to  be  lighted  up  there^^ycj^.  the  lift  cpn^etfe . tQ  be  quiclpcned;  more  aft^^ 
more,  and  the  holy  leaven  to  Ipreail  moi^.a^drnipre  tberp.     AAd;  tjiifi  fex^T\ 
Abie  plant  of  G6d'^  renown  bejqg^tbus  entertained,  an4  being,  not  a^par- . 
wards. gqeyed^  defpifed, .  q\^QpcK^^ , or  hyrt,  by  th^  giyingw^  tq, . and' let- . 
ting  in  of  that  which  is  contrary  to  it^,  i%  ihoQteth  up  int»  a  kingdom  ofn 
righteoufn'cfs^  into  a  ^  tree  of  rig^eoufneft,  within,  the  comp^  whercoft,.. 
and  under,  the  ^^o^  whereof^  thiC-  f^wl  futeth  dowrt  in  pfaqe  an^  reft,  aqd  > 
is-defendedand*nourifhed,\^itJi  that  wii^.is,BUfc  agd.  Iw^^^St  and.  full  of 
th?  pure- fep  and  virtup^  an^' fo, becomes  ftrpng.in  t^«  Lqj4  ^ftd  in.thfi. 
'      "  A*a  2  power 
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power  of  his  might,  a^nft  the  poWer  iiA  ftiteogth  of  darknefi:  Ndw 
this  all  men  may  expenence  (at  firid  in  ibme  low  meafurb  and  degree^  and 
afterwards  more  and  more),  as  they  Coaie  to  feel  after,  and  havt  a  ienfe  ct 
that  which  is  of  God,  and  good  m  the  heart,  and  come  to  join  and  gtve 
up  to  it.  For  then  it  will  be  working  agjiinft,  and  pui^ng  out,  diat  which 
is  of  a  contrary  nature,  and  over(preading  the  heart  with  its  own  nature  ( 
infomuch  as  that  which  was  the  leaft  will  become  the  grean^fi  \  and  that 
which  was  the  loweft  of  all  (and  indeed  trampled  under  foot)  will  rife  up 
into  dominion  and  power  over  all,  and  bring  all  undec*  So  that  the  lofiy 
citfi  the  lofty  building  of  fleflily  wifdom,  and  of  fin  and  iniquity  in  the 
heart,  will  be  laid  bw,  s^id  the  teet  of  the  iced  (hall  tread  it  down ;  even 
the  feet  of  that  which  was.  once  poor  and  needy,  until  it  wd^  anointed^ 
and  its  horn  exalted  by  the  Lord. 

QUESTION      IV. 

How  is  the  light  or  candle  ef  she  Lord  diminijbedy  and  at  length  extingmjhed 
or  put  out  infome  ^  Or  bow  cometb  that  about  ? 

'      J      N     S      fr     E      IL 

By  their  negle&ing,  defpifing,^  quenching  it ;  hearkening  and  give- 
ing  way  to  the  contrary  fpirit  in  its  motions  and  temptations.  For  as  the 
good  let  in,  ftops  and  works  out  tlie  evil ;  fo  the  evil  let  in.  Hops  and 
works  out  the  good :  fo  the  Fhiliftinc  nature  given  way  to,  ftops  the  in- 
ward well  which  Jacob  had  digged  and  opened.  There  is  a  time  when 
life  is  a  mvftery,  a  fountain  fealed ;  and  there  is  a  time  wherein  God  ua- 
feals  the  R>untatn,  and  opens  the  myftery  in  the  heart.  Oh !  then  great 
care  is  to  be  had,  and  the  foul  is  to  lie  very  low  in  the  pure  fear,  that  it 
may  continue  in  his  goodnefs,  and  walk  worthy  of  his  love,  that  the  foun- 
tain may  be  kept  open,  and  the  pure  fprings  of  the  Holy  Land  flow,  and 
not  be  fealed  and  fiint  up  again.  For  there  are  fome  that  rebel  againft  the 
light,  and  they  dwell  in  a  dry  land.  There  were  fonrie  that  did  always 
refift  and  vex  God*s  Spirit,  and  the  Lord's  Spirit  ceafed  ftriving  with  them,, 
and  gave  them  up  to  a  reprobate  fenfe  and  judgment  concerning  the 
things  of  God.  There  are  fome  that  do  not  improve  God's  good  talent,, 
and  from  them  that  which  was  once  given  is  again  taken  away.  Yea,  the 
candle  of  the  wicked  (hall  one  time  or  other  be  put  out,  and  they  fhall  be 
filent  in  darknefs,  and  their  mouth  ftopped  from  having  any  thing  to  fay 
Bgsunft  God,  his  truth,  and  people,  for  evermore.  And  all  men  had  need 
to  take  heed  how  thev  be  wanton  with  the  grace  of  God,  or  dei^ife  the 
day  <rf  their  vifitation  by  the  holy  light  of  G^'s  Spirit ;  for  if  God  take 
away  the  talent,  if  God  put  out  the  inward  candle,  who  can  lieht  it  again  ? 
Oh  \  how  did  poor  David,  the  man  after  Giod's  own  heart,  fu^r  by  letting 
the  enem/s  temptations  in  upon  him !  Caji  me  not  away-from  thy  prefenee^ 
fittd  hC)  and  take  not  thy  Hofy  Spirit  from  me.    Indeed  he  did  lofe  his  condi-' 

tioa 
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tioA  at  the  prdent,  and  he  f^aks  as  a  man  m  danger  of  being  quite  undone ; 
though  afterwards  he  tzmt  to  comfort  and  afTurance  that  God  would  reftore 
him  to  the  joy  bf  his  falvation,  and  light  hisxandle,  and  enlighten  his  dark--^ 
iieis  again* 

But  I  atti  not  inienfiUe  of  what  doubts  and  difputes  there  are  in  mens, 
minds  about  this  teftimony  which  we  give  (from  certain  knowledge  and 
true  experience)  concerning  the  light  wherewith  God  enltghteneth  fouls. 
At  firft,  when  the  teflimonyfirft  came  forth,  men  would  not  grant  fuch 
a  thing  as  a  light  from  God  in  men^which  convinced  of  and  reproved  for  (in  ;  . 
but  now  there  are  many  will  afifent  to  that,  who  yet  cannot  believe  it  to  be 
a  meafure  of  the  grace  and  truth  which  comes  by'  Jefus  Chrift,  and  that  in  ^ 
it  the  fufficiency  and  power  of  God  is  revealed,  againft  the  (Irength  and 
power  of  Satan.     But  let  fuch  ferioufly  confider, ' 

Firft,  Who  they  are  that  have  teftified,  and  teftifir»  of  this  light.  They 
ire  pcrfons  who  generally  have  been  deeply  exercifcd  in  religion :  perfons 
who  have  read  the  fcriptures  very  diligently,  with  much  praying  and  waiting 
upon  God,  for  the  true,  cenain,  and  dear  underftanding  of  them :  perfons 
who  (feveral  of  them)  have  had  experience  of  mofl  (if  not  all  other)  fepa- 
ratcd  ways,  but  could  never  meet  with  the  anfwer  of  the  cry  of  their  fouls, 
nor  with  fatisfa^on  to  that  birth  which  breathed  in  them  after  the  Lord 
night  and  day. 

Secondly,  What  their  teftimony  is  ^  which  b  manifold.  As  firft,  that  they 
were  by  the  Lord  (even  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  Ihinings  and  fpringings 
of  his  precious  feed  in  them)  turned  to  this  light,  and  (hewn  it  to  be  of 
God.  Secondly,  That  in  turning  to  it,  they  ftdl  meet  with  the  prefencc, 
appearance,  and  power  of  the  Lord  working  in  their  hearts.  Thirdly, 
That  it  did  not  only  diftrover  fin  to  them,  but  alfo  powerfully  refift  it, 
fight  againft  it,  and  bring  it  under  \  which  no  light  and  power  befides  the 
light  and  power  of  God's  Spirit  can  do.  Fourthly,  That  the  life  of  the 
S^  is  manifefted  and  revealed  in  it>  and  they  come  therein  truly  to  fee, 
and  tafte,  and  handle  the  Word  of  eternal  life.  Fifthly,  That  in  this  light 
they  come  to  witnefs  cleanfing*  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  the  ever- 
lafHng  covenant  made  with  them  (even  the  fure  mercies  of  David),  and 
the  holy  precious  promifes  fulfilled  in  them,  whereby  they  are  made  jpar- 
takers  of  the  divine  nature,  and  come  to  witnefs  an  entrance  into  the  holy 
city,  and  drink  of  the  ftreams  of  the  pure  cryftal  river,  which  refrefli  and* 
make  glad  the  city  of  our  God,  and  all  the  tabernacles  wherein  he  dwells. 
Laftly,  To  mention  no  more,  the  Lord  hath  fhewn  them  how  this  had  been 
formerly  with  them,  even  in  the  days  rif  their  former  profeflion ;  and  how 
God  had  wrought  by  this  in  them  in  former  times,  though  they  then  knew 
it  not ;  and  that  all  theii"  al^lity  then  to  underftand  any  thing  of  God  aright, 
or  to  pray  unto  him,  or  reap  any  true  benefit  from  the  fcriptures,  was 
tkrougrv  the  ftirring  of  this  in  them,  whereby  God  even  then,  in  (bme  mea* 
fiipe^  enU^tened  and  quickened  their  minds.    For  there  beii^  fucb  a  prin^ 

cipk: 


<iifi^jn,  tn^Of,  it  wiy^i^yafjffljflK  ajai  B«9;oni€s,wh?n  h^.  U  Hot,  )^n;ar»-Qf 
k.:  and; bjC  l}^Et^  benefit thaipo)i;»  at.hec^^i|:aot,  bot reo^ye  usriaflueQav 
arid  bpera^H»ft,  t^ugh'hcflu^l^.nqf  the.ftrja^  KflffwMgg  M^ 

Ot  It.  ..    ' 

and  u:ut]i;^.%b  ijj^qows  Ryi'M^s.Chrift,  httb,npt.thisflfopci?;y.of7<Jif§9verii^ 
99971^9! i'^.^^Hr^P^PYiOSif^?;^.  P9ubtk&  tbeJaw-  <^  the  Spipcof  life  in 
ghriftn;,..us;  *ii^ 'thg /lo^^  is  of  t)^t  oaj^c,:  that  i%  difr 

cqverciii.a44-4gh|:ctli  a^aipll  tijc  law,  of  finvap^^^ deaths  whcre-c^cr  it  fiods^ 
it.    Aad  wiieth^r  t]ie  Co^forter^  tiie,  Hply,  Sf;^:it  of;  tn^)i>  whc^  If^  o^t 
9^  all;  q^f^r  an4;  fa|iibuc)Qd^  a^  iQtp ^alL  tfu^I^  is  not.  as  vfdi  to^  b$  kjtiown 
%.  thiisj,  eyf n  by  Iw  convjiKina^  of  fuj,  and  inwfdly  reproving 

for  fin,  as  by  his  comforting  p^  th^  fs^tvt^  in  tjtieir  holy;  trayds  oqt  of  &b^ 
and  battles  againdfin. 

'  CooGder,  Foyrthly^  wbet^^yaDy,tn^lg<an  cnnvinqe  of  fin  bu^.  thf.ligii^ 
q£. Go4's^  Holy.  Spirit  fhiningv in  the  heaft  ?  Xher«,  majr.  t^  ap  o^tw$Mtl.(te» 
(aaj-atiqn.of  %  tjytl^c  lajf^.©mjvftfd}  bu?  it  never,  rpafheth- the  heart  aikj 
confcicnce b^it;  by  th?  (hiiwyg.of; tfie  light, inw^r^..  Nay, it  qwflpt  fonnwh 
as  ceafhtp  the  underfianding^  b^ta^lGod- <^li$  the  heaft,  and  bwgn 
home  thf  conyi^iqn  by  his  light  ^4\.pQlK?i'..  Thi^.w^/h^^eei^rience.of 
in  the  Jews ;  who  tKough  the  prophets  came  with  certain  evidence  and  de* 
nioqftt^^ion,  irqn^  GodV.. Spirit,;  yet, th?y  wpre.  not  conviac;ied  tli^r«^y»  but 
flood  it.  out,  againft f  tli?  pfpfifes,:  an<i  jt^$<?d  tfecinfelyes!  ae^nO:  thi  voice 
and  Word. of,  the  Lord  -,  tfteir  ey^  b^j^icloftf^  th^  eat^  (h\it>.and  i^c^uts 
hardened  againft. thajtpfGpfJtin.thpni,  a?  a^^.i^  t^}a Jermittb^  chap.  u. 
and  divers  other, pU5»f,;€V€n, to, a^i^jiatio?,.,  JMid,wh«f  wicK?<intf». is . iq 
gi:ea,t  w^ich,  t}ie,  h^rtlfi^^cnan  wiU  .,i}os,plea4.%i  apdc.be  defending.and 
jul^ify^ng himfeijf. in!  T^  ifyCfld 4^  opifjj.  measiMO<fefiftajvilij}©i in^fome 
m^fure^  fo.tIiat.they  cao^p^,but  cp|ij(f(^s/iic^.a9d.%h,tbin^.  to>be,  <!»il  in 
gpnt;f al  <a? .^rjde,  qov^tftuOieisa'.  ^ruBk^nn^  ri<wpji»ffte§,  .e^ccefs  in  aj^rcl, 
wM'g»;''^Wn&.^'«).yP?  thgr,.ar«iJiQt,ajWq  to  fee,  tbfi^wili  ftftd  danger, of 
thefe,  thuigs  iiv.aiwj:  to,,tih^ipi?lwpSx  l^v^'  havfi  cjHr§rs..afld.cxgvif«8  tQ  hide 
the/m^  un^e^  thej.  inward  ligjit,  an^-SfwrHipfj  tbfl^L«d  :t«arfih  their  heaffj, 
and.makfiit^pi,manii6fa.tQ>.th^.,  ... 

.  FJfthVt Cjonfidf/  thj;rMfei^,ai»d.pi?»il?r.tep4efvcyi  qf,  t|^.£w/>./cr^Wfl!s, 
?n4.dq.^nqt,foc{n  ano^hf^,  rReagieig.  'aftd  fp,  p^t;•0|ff  thiQ  dfift  awJ  inanvofi 
Gftd|*s.Hp)y,  SpUit  ip.  th^fli,  Tbtj  feft.isi.thaj  .<^  th$  apqfl^,  J^jOi^  v.  ij« 
14.  BmfiUjbfngs  tk^_  artr^tmd,  ar.«.mdfi.,m^m^  lyitkiil^ij  fqr  «p|w/t 

^    %|?ryv  n;»n,.is^#qaw.?fee»l:»?<^»ffi,eY(ery,,nftfuiih»tlfr/qfloe 
that  in,l^in»>  wiikh  (if-hfiMkl»p4«fl).MfiU  reprov*f,rQ»ilwiyp«,ani4«wMtcfjiwi^ 
an4  lea^iilufiJ,  frqn»,ajnoi^;th<j.dead^.to  bm  wbp^iijps,(<httli^»fe,afiidjpaii^*. 
i£,tp.lhifl»e,ii3i.,hjn^  eyc»..ii\.tJ|e^ftiQf  .his  darMei«j^T(3p;ffl|>^«.ttM(  Jt 

m.igtf  t wali«g£:ihijiv  .ojij  <^i  it.    Xkf  oijif t  f^ripcwe  a»:iAj*iwiiS«(<  y..  a?" 

,•  .;•)  .  ^     where 


wKe/c  fife  tip6fRe  fpcii^&jjlff'thb'^  kUt 

Spirit  agaiKft  the  flah,^aiia'Wfe  tiro  afc  cohtr^y.  Difli^  ($6d%^S|)?rit 
ftrive  wSh  '<he  old  wdrfd-,  hot  bHjr  wiA  *the  fons  of  GbS,  Whb'Ti&fl^dri 
mptfed  tWhifdvt^,  biit'with  thfciWl  alfo^  krid  what  Is  k  'iHzi^^l^ea 
with«wic*fe«^ttiwi  fiticft  ind  tihatdoth'ftrii^ei*Ah^ickW'nftfefc^9  K 
the  fame  "^ood  Spirit  ?  WUt'is  it  aHb^^VW^rdly  i4^fifeihd'nifes%Sifit 
tlic  will  and 'ftrivihgjr  of  ^pd's  Sfiirit?  h  it  ndt'fhc  'fldh  ? /Sb^Here  ire  the 
two  fefeds^  tHctwo.  priiiciple9'(^hich  ^*cdnti^  one  to /the  bth^r)  Hei^ 
frian,  •'For  thcfrt  is  thi  crtature'irian  ^i(^  hf  right  fe  ;th'e  iLord'i)  h^t6 
^h&tn  i}ie^<tetth)yer.-hath  gained  \entta^  krtd  in  whdm  He^t^iflei  l^'tHfc 
law  of  fin  and  de^th..  Now  he  whomade  tt^iih;  ftcketh  iiftir'hii*;  'ilrid  findi- 
rth  btit  *his  ehrfftly  iti  Vriahi  and  '^rvfeth  fbrtjj-a^iaw 'agamft  %im  inwardly 
In  tlie*l(*iirf rVhidh,  lb  fer  ks  arty  hrtn  j^es'eartbi  beH^»v  ind  -received, 
there  ariffi&^ttWfendy  a  «ight  rfridihjvingftbirirceft  theft  «^a 'cbntraiy  ^rfi^- 
tipfcs  in  Wtti,'«)that  tiiis,knanc?iinbt  tjo  the  .tegs  tfiatHfe^^^ld.  '  Nb^ 
•that  ^irtrfeh^thds/ftriVes^galnft  fin  ih-.ahy  itoh,  ittjd  troubles  hiJh  bccaiife  df 
]Rti,  rctotoVnig'  khd  tbrideiiinifig  hiiii'ftrT^'A     is  of  laHothcJr  riattirt  thah^ 

tht 'ffiefe  t^^hith' hirfiourt^iiO  ^*^ 

Laftly,  Confider  the  great  love  of  ^(iqd  tb  ihiailkiixd,  and  thie  fercfat  cafe 

he  hath "8r  ^)i'eht.    *f  Hft/^'4S ' t?)ufcjiing  their,  bodies  i  hb#  doth  he  provide 

for  thb bodfe'tif  alimawkirtd!  ISe ^«t)ald  hi^  none  hurt,  riohe dcftttjyid^ 

but  fecdfeth  till,  'nourilh|ith  kB,  making  plentiful  proviliiyn,  and  ^ving  friiir- 

JFal  •feafoiirs  •, '  caxffing  his'ftin  to  tHAxicj  and  his  lam  to  drfeend  On.  all.    Th^h 

as  to  their  toak,  he  Imowcthuhe  precloufocfs  thereof,  aftdVv^hat  the  loft 

bf  a  Ibul  i^;  yea,  he  knoWeth  how  eager  the  devburer  is  tbtleftroy,  an^ 

fetteth  hifhfdf  ig^kihft  hitn.    I^tc  is  the  J^adler  of  fpirits,  ahd  His  Son  thfe 

Shepherd  and  bifhop  of  Ibuti,  ^hdfe  hahire  it  is  to  ^ther  and  fare ;  and 

It  is  faid  txpVilty  Or  God,  by  i3ie  tcffimoiiy  of  the  Sbirit  of  truth,,  that  He 

^ould  have  all  to  be  favcd,  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.    And 

Vhertas  it  wii  feid  to  the  Jefcrs,  that  G6d  ^as  as  the  jitter,  and  they  as  thte 

t:lay,  and  he  coUld  make  thim  ^^effeb  either  of  honour  or  dilhonour  at  h!s 

J)leafbfe,  Jer.  xviii.  6.  ytt  it  was  to  this  ehd,  c*en  to  invite  4Ad  encOurage 

them  to  be  fubjtd  to  him^  that  they  itrti^t  be  madie  yeflcls  of  honour  by. 

him,  as  app^rs  t^^.  ii. 

Now  cOnfider,  if  God  be  as  tender  6f  fbub  as  of  the  bodies  of  men,  doth 

hte  not  hifake  provlfion  for  the  fotil  as  HfcH  its  for  the  body  ? ,  Would  he  hot 

have  the  Ibulil^,  and  would  he  nOt  havc'thfc  foul  fed  is  ^ill  is  the  body? 

If  fo,  then  needs  muft  the  light  df  his  Holy  Spirit  (hihe  irfwaiiily  diroughout 

an  natibns,  ^nd  the  faving  grace  and  power  be  raanifeft^c^cry-whcre,  even 

in  every  heart,  in  fomc  meafure,  and  the  fkfli  and ,  blood  of  the  Son  of 

God  (which  is  the  foul's  food)  be  diftributed  to  all.     And  truly  the  Lord  is 

not  an  hard  mafter  to  any  (as  the  unprofitable  jfervant,  in  every  difpenfa* 

tion,  is  ready  to  account  of  him) ;  for  the  times  of  ignonuice  and  darkneft 

God  winketh  at,  or  paffetb  over>.  being  very  tender  towards  men  in  that 

eftate^ 
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eftate;  yea,  aiitde  chat  is  of  bim  turned  to  and  heeded,  according  to  the 
tneafure  c£  ModeriUnding;  that  God  gives,  will  be  owned  and  acc^ed, 
^ven  in  the  midft  of  a  great  deal  of  darknefs  and  evil  working  agsunft  it. 

There  was  a  time  before  the  law  (for  the  law  was  given  by  Mofes) :  what 
faved  then  i  Was  it  any  thing  but  the  faving  grace,  the  iaving  liftht,  the 
faving  Spirit,  the  holy  anointing  ?  Could  any  be  faved  but  thereby  ? 

V^i  faved  under  the  law  ?  Did  the  Ihadows  then  iave,  or  the  fubfbnce 
of  life  veiled  under  them  ?  Did  not  the  Spirit  then  work  inwardly,  redeem 
inwardly,  fave  inwardly  ^  Did  not  the  word  or  commandment  nigh  in 
the  mouth  and  heart  (to  which  Mofes,  by  God's  dirc£tion,  had  turned  their 
.minds)  enlighten  and  fave  i^iwardly  ^ 

.  sAnd  any  of  the  Gentiles,.,  as  the  Word  or  Spirit  of  life  did  work  in  them, 
did  it  not  circumcife  inwardly,  and  fave  them  alfo  ?  So  that  though  they 
}iadnot  the  law  or  miniftration  of  Mo(es  outward,  yet  they  had  the  inward 
writing  ^om  God  on  their  hearts^  and  Ibewed  the  work  and  efficacy  of  ic 
there,  anjd  Jhall  at  laft  be  juftlfiied  by,  and  according  to,  the  everlafting  go(- 
pel,  which,  ju(|ifieth  all  whadbever,  fo  far  as  in  any  meafure  they,  receive 
and  are  fubjedt  to  the  light  and  law  of  God's  pure  Spirit,  which  the  carnal 
mind  cannot  receive,  nor  be  fubj'eft  to.  ♦        'T 

Oh!  that  men  could  die:  to  them^lves,  even  to  their ' own  wiidom  and 
prudence,  and  not  lean  to  their  own  underftandings,  nor  idolize  their  own 
.apprehenlions  and  conceivings,  but  .wait  to  j;eceive:  underftanding  from  God, 
who  giveth  liberally  of  the  trae  wlfdom  to  tho^e  that  aik  aijid.wait  aright! 
And  how  doth  God  give  true  wifdpm  and  unHerilanding  ?  Is  it  not  by  the 
ihining  of  his  light  in  the  heart?  Oh !,  thai  n>eri' were  turned  inwaxxfly 
thither,  and  inwardly  dead  to  that  wifdom.and/prudence  from  which  Cjod 
ever  hid  things,  and  ever  will !  He  ih^t  wiD  bp  truly  wife,  n^uft  firft  become 
a  fool,  that  he  may  be  wife ;  that  is,^  he  mull  not  llrive  to  learn  in  the 
comprehenfive  way  of  man's  wifdom  and  prudence  the  things  of  God's 
kingdom ;  but  feel  the  begetjdxigs  of  life  in  his  heart,  and  in  that  receive 
fbmewhat  of  the  new  and  heavenly  underflanding,  and  h  die  to  the  other, 
and  know  no  xnoxc  the  tl^ngs  of  God  after  the  fle(h ;  that  is,  as  a  wife 
man,  as  a  learned  fcribe,  as  a  great  difputant  (for  where  is  the  wife  ?  Where 
is  the  fcribe  ?  Where  is  the  difputer  of  this  world  ?  Can  they  find  out  the 
myftery  of  life,  the  myftery  of  God's  kingdom  in  this  age,  any  more  than 
thev  could  in  former  ages  ? )  but  become  a  babe,  a  fool,  and  fb.  receive 
ana  bow  to  that  which  his  own  wifdom  will  call  foolifhnefs,  and  account 
weakneis ;  but  the  other  births  which  is  begotten  and  born  of  God,  wiU 
know,  and  daily  experience,  to  be  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God  unto  lal- 
vation. . 
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A    N 

A      P      P       E       A       L 

TO    THE 

Witness  of  G  O  D  in  all  Consciences, 

WHICH      IS      THE 

More  fure  Word  of  Prophecy?  The  Teftimony  of  the 
Scriptures  without;  or  the  Voice  and  Teftimony  of 
the  Light  and  Spirit  of  G  O  D  within,  in  the  Hearts 

THE  apoftle  Peter  fpeaks  of  a  more  foreword  of  propheqr  (or  a  more 
fure  prophetical  word,  as  the  Greek  hath  it)  than  that  voice  which 
came  f]X)m  heaven,  which  they  heard  when  they  were  with  Chrift  in  the 
holy  mount,  2  Pei.  i.  18,  19.  Now  what  this  more  fure  word  is,  which 
ought  to  be  given  heed  to  in  the  moft  efpecial  manner,  more  than  to  fuch 
an  eminent  voice  and  teftimony  from  heaven,  even  from  the  excellent  ^loiy, 
is  a  very  great  and  weighty  queftion.  Now  fbme  affirm,  that  it  is  the 
word  and  teftimony  of  the  fcriptures  without ;  others  affirm,  that  it  is  the 
voice,  found,  and  teftimony  or  the  Word  of  Life  within. 

I  do  not  know  a  fcripture  that  my  heart  hath  more  been  tenderly  iolicit- 
ous  about,  defiring  to  give  due  honour  both  to  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  to 
the  holy  fcriptures,  and  alfo  to  underftand  what  the  ix>rd  would  have  me 
in  the  moft  erpectal  manner  ^ve  heed  to,  until  the  feafon  came  from  him, 
in  which  he  ftiould  caufe  the  day  to  dawn,  and  die  day-ftar  to  arife  in  my 
heart.  And  now,  that  others  might  come  to  the  fame  underftanding  and 
fatisfa&ion  alio,  are  thefe  following  confiderations  propofcd  in  the  weight  of 
my  fpirit  to  them. 

Firft,  Confider  how  fure  the  word  of  prophecy  was,  how  fure  the  voice 
and  teftimony  from  heaven  was ;  than  which,  the  apoftle  direds  them  to 
fomewhat  as  more  fure.  This  I  may  clearly  fay  of  it,  it  was  undoubtedly 
from  God,  and  that  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  even  in  Chrift's  prc- 
fcncc,  when  Mofes  and  Elias  were  with  him,  and  God  beftowing  upon  him 
honour  and  glory,  transfiguring  him  before  his  difciples,  caufing  his  face  to 
ihine  as  the  iun,  and  ms^ing  his  raiment  white  as  the  light,  MtUL  xvii.  a. 

Voi.  n,  B  b  And 
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And  the  intent  of  it  was  to  give  the  difciples  full  evidence  and  fatisfaftion 
(*©r  -the  vGict  was  iitJt  tot  ins  laKc,  but  foi  Uieiis),  t>r  rather  fnat  they  mght 
have  a  full  ground,  after  his  death  and  refurreftion,  to  teftify  for  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  and  confirmation  of  otheflr/;  f^  till  then  they  were  to  keep  it  fc- 
cret,  ver.  9.  Now  that  which  was  provided  for  this  end,  doubtlefs  was 
very  fare,  and  teffi^ed  by  them  Who  were  chofen  to  bqffeithful  witnefles  in 
thisfe^ft. 

Secondly,  Confider  whether  the  teftimony  of  the  prophets  concerning 
Chrift  were  furer  than  the  imnTtcIiite  vcftce  from  God  himfelf  ?  Were  they 
furer  to  thofe  that  lived  in  thofe  days,  or  to  thofe  that  (hould  come  after, 
th^R  this  tcAwmny  wtts  t^  the  wo^es,  tind.  td  (h(^k  Ibet  did  conrnuaib^te 
iS  in  the  will  and  counfel  of  the  Lord  ?  The  prophets  di(i  teftify  from  God's 
holy  unerring  Spirit ;  but  they  that  lived  in  thofe  days  did  not  always  be- 
lieve and  receive  their  prophecies,  but  fometimes  doubted  of  them,  and 
qucftioned  them :  yea,  their  prophecies  were  not  always  evident,  and  clearly 
tmderftood  by  thofe  who  defired  «[>  underftand*,  bat  their  vifions  iv^ere 
inany  times  a  b6ok  feoled^  bdth  to  tkt  learned  and  unlearned.  But  this 
teftimony,  this  word  of  prophecy,  this  voice  from  the  excellent  g^ory  (This 
is  my  Moved  San^  iear  Urn)  is  a  very  plain,  evident,  fiiH  teftimony,  -eafy  to 
be  underftood  by  any  in  that  prefent,  or  in  after  ages.  And  I  muft  con- 
fers, as  to  myfelf,  the  reading  of  tt  did  always  deeply  afied  aad  fatisfy  my 
heart. 

Thircfiy,  Confider  the  manner  of  God's  appearing  to  the  prophets,  and 
compare  it  with  the  n^nner  of  this  appearance.  God  appeared  tt>  them 
fometimes  in  vifions,  fometimes  in  dreams.  Mofes  law  a  bufli  bortiifig, 
and  heard  a  vcdoe.  7^^  vifien  if  Ifdiah^  tbi  fimcf  Jnms^  I&i.  L  u  And 
Ezekiil  faw  vifions,  cbap^  i.  i.  And  Danid  had  a  dream  and  vifions  on  his 
bed,  Dan.  vn.  t.  And  Jeremiah  had  that  UfWt  prophecy  (of  God's  fatiat- 
ing  the  weary  foul,  and  repleniihing  every  forrowful  foul)  in  his  fleep, 
Jer.  xxxi.  26.  Now  here  to  thefe  Uefled  apofiies  was  a  vifion  given  of  the 
glory  of  Chrift,  and  of  Mofes  and  Elias  with  him  ;  not  in  the  mind  or  head, 
as  Daniel's  vifions  were,  Dan.  vii.  i. ;  but  the  excellent  ^oty  did  appear, 
and  Chrift,  Mofes,  and  EUas  werb  really  there  together  on  the  mount 
(which  is  more  than  a  pix^ette  vifion.  of  a  tKing),  and  Chrift  was  doathed 
wkh,  and  fwaUowed  up  in,  flie^iy.  For  God  the  Father  did  fet  himfelf 
to  glorify  him,  fo  as  never  man  was  glorified  before  •,  and  the  voice  came 
(the  certain  voice ;  what  voice  could  be  more  certain  ?)  from  the  excellent 
glory,  ^is  is  tny  beloved  Sen^  in  whom  I  am  weUfieafed^  2  F6t.  t.  17.  And 
this  pure  vifion  of  glory  (even  of  God*s  thus  appearing,  and  Chrift's  thus 
transfiguring)  they  (aw,  and  heard  the  voice  which  came  from  heaven, 
when  they  were  with  him  in  the  holy  mount.  Now  were  the  prophecies  of 
the  prophets  that  Chrift  fbould  be  born  in  Bethlehem,  and  that  he  flaould 
be  thus  and  thus,  &^.  equal  to  this  in  evidence  and  demonftration  ?  Why 
was  John  greater  than  the  reft  of  the  pr<^hcca  ?  Was  it  not  in  tbat  he  was 
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^oiea  to  br  the  ioupafote  forcmmef  apd  preparer  of  the  w^yy  aQ4  cov^d 
point  with  hia  fingqr  to  the  MeiEah  ?  And  yet  is  not  tliia  immediate  teftl,- 
snony  from  the  excellent  glory  greater  than  the  teftinu)ny  of  John  I 

Fourthly^  Confider  whether  Chriil's  own  word^  in  the  flefh  to  l^s  diT^ 
ciples  were  furer  tlian  the  vdcc  from  the  excellent  glory  ?  If  I  fhould  extcjl 
the  words  of  Chrift  in  the  flefli  above  the  words  of  the  prophets  which  teiu- 
fied  of  him,  (hould  1  therein  do  the  words  and  teftimonies  of  the  prophet^ 
any  wrong  ?  He  was  the  Son ;  he  had  the  fuUneis  of  lijfe^  the  fullne&  of 
the  Spirit,  the  great  authority  and  virtye  of  God  his  Father.  God  (faith  the 
apoftle)  who  at  fundry  timeSy  and  in  divers  manners^  fpoke  in  time  pafi  unto 
the  fathers  by  the  prophets^  bath  in  tbefe  loft  dojsfpoken  unto  us  by  bis  $on^ 
Heb.  i.  I,  2.  ieeming  to  exalt  and  magnify  God's  fpeaking  by  his  Soi^ 
and  the  way  of  this  miniilration  above  the  miniilration  of  the  prpphi^ts 
(which  miniflration  was  firft  by  him  in  the  fle(h,  afterwards  in  Spirit,  which 
is  properly  called  the  miniftratioo  of  the  Spirit,  2  Cor.  iiL  %^\  Now  con«^ 
iider  whether  this  fure  word  of  prophecy  from  the  excellent  g^ory,^  imme- 
diately from  the  majefty  on  high,  was  not  intended  by  him  as  a  feal  to  the 
faith  of  the  difciples,  as  a  feal  to  Chriil's  appearance  in  the  fieib>  anci  to 
what  he  had  taught  them  ("which  was  ibmeumes  in  parables,  and  n^t  io 
fully  underftood  by  them) ;  and  whether  th^s  was  no;  more  bright,  ^^e 
raviChiog,  more  certain,  more  eftabUihing,  than  his  common  preience  and 
appearance  among  them,  apd  than  the  words  which  he  from  the  Father, 
not  the  Father  ia  immediately  himfelf,  ibake  to.  them  ?  For  that  which 
is  given  to  confirm  a  thing,  is  (in  ordei;  01  nature,  and  for  evidence  (ak-e) 
more  certain  and  clear  than  that  which  it  is  gJAren  to  confirm. 

Fifthly,  Confider  whether  the  voice  of  God's^  Spirit  ^nd  light  within  in 
the  heart  be  not  more  clear  and  certain  to  him  that  hears  it,  than  any 
word  or  teftimony  from  without  ?  Is  it  not  a  fuier  word  of  prophecy  than 
diis  relation  or  teftioiony  of  the  apoftles,  of  what  they  heard  from  the 
excellent  glory  ?  Yea,  is  it  not  furer  than  any  teftimony  of  the  fcriptur^s, 
or  than  all  outward  teftimonies  put  together  ? 

Sixthly,  Confider  whether  they  who  are  turned  from  darkneis  to  the 
light,  even  to  the  inward  man^fl:atiun  of  God'»  Hply  Spirit,  ought  not 
to  give'  diligent  heed  untQ  it,  until  the  day  dawn,  and*  the  day-&ar  arife  in 
their  hearts  ? 

Laftly,  Confider,  wh^t  is  the  difl^erence  between  this  light  flxining  (as  a 
word  of  prophecy)  in  the  dark  place,  and  the  day  dawning,  and  the  daf  * 
ftar  arifiog  in  the  heart  i  Is  it  not  the  iame  light,  only  further  reveale4  afl4 
fhining  in  its  ^ory,  in  the  holy  and  pure  piace  ? 

The  apoftle  Paul  excellently  opcnefh  the  thing,  Coloff.  u  25,  26,  %j.  Firil^ 
he  fpeaketh  of  the  Word  in  general,  which  he  was  to  fulfil,  or  fully  tQ 
preach.  Then  he  Iheweth  how  this  Word  is  a  myftery,  hid  in  ihe  Gci>» 
tiles  (for  fo  the  Greeks  ver.  27.  is)  c?en  in  them  that  believe  not;  the  Word 
is  nigh  there,  the  inlb'wdtion  and  commajtidmc;iji.t  df  life  Aigh  t^hgr^ *    Bus 
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in  thoie  that  recdive  tbe  grace«  and  believe  in  the  light,  and  (b-  beconte- 
children  of  the  figHti  ana  walk  in  the  light,  as  God  is  in  the  It^ht :  in 
them  Chrift  is  rifcn,  and  they  are  rifen  togetlter  with  hini,  and  he  is  in  them 
the  hope  of  glory.  So  that  the  day  hath  dawned  there;  the  day<-ftar  hath 
rifen,  and  they  Icnow  not  only  a  mealure  of  Grace  from  Chrift,  but  Chrift 
himfelf  arifen,  dwelfing,  living;  adking,  walking  fn  them,  and-  they  in 
him. 

Let  thefe  things  be  duly  confidefed  of,  and  equally  weighed  in  the  holy 
balance,  and  then  I  dare  apped  to  every  ferious  and  fober  heart  and  mind, 
whether  the  inward  light,  the  inward  W6rd,the  Woid  nigh  in  the  mouth  and 
heart,  and  the  holy  living  tcftimony  thereof,  thevoiceof  the  witncfs  within, 
of  the  prc^hecy  within,  be  -  not  furer  to  that  man  that  hath  it,,  and  hears 
and  knows  the  vdice  of  it,  than  any  outward  voice  or  teftimony  whatfo- 
cvcr? 

*  Objeft.  But  feme  may  clyeS  tbufy  or  after  this  wanner :  ramfatisfiedtbat 
ibere  is  a  Word  nigb  in  the  mouth  and  heart  (to  which  Mofes  did  direS  the  JewSy 
and tbeapoJUes  the  Cbriftians)^  and  that* this  Ward  doth  enlighten  the  mind,  and 
doth  feparate  in  the  *  nwuth  between  words  and  wordSy  and  is  a  fivift  witnefs 
againft  the  bad  wordsj  and  a  juftifier  of  the  gpod  words;  which- come  from  the 
truth  and  uprigbtnefs  of  the  hearty  and  are  feafoned  with  grace:  I  alfo  bt^ 
Jieve  that  this  fFord  is  quick  and  powerful  in  the  hearty  feparating  and  dividing 
between  the  thoughts  and  intents  there \  and' that  the  teJHnwny  thereof  is  furer 
and  clearer  (as  to  the  hearts  in  which  it  fhinesy  and  to-  tbemwbbfefpiritual  ears 
are  opened  to  bear  its  voice)  than^any  words  and  teJUmonies^from  zvitbout.  And  I 
amfatisfied  alfoy  that  they  who  are  thefheep  ofChrifiy  do  thus  hear  thefhepheri^ 
"Ooicey  and  do  knowbbth  the  voice  behind  tbim;  when  it  comes  after  them  to  re- 
prieve their  wanderif^Sy  and  direS  their  minds-  into  the  true  way ;  and  alfo  tbt 
voice  before  tbenPy  when  the  Shepherd  (who  is  the  leader)  putteth  forth  his 
fheep,  and  goeth  before  them,  and  they  foUdw.  htm;  for  they  know  his 
voice,  John-  x.  4.  Teay  I  have  had  the  experience  hereof  in-  my  own  heart : 
for  I  have  felt  that  work  withifty  and  that-  livif^fweet  teftimony  of  God's  Spirit 
in  my  own  heart;  which  hath  been- more  to  me  than-  aH  thaf  ever  I  heard  or 
read  from  without ;  fo  that  I  can  truly  fay  (with  the  SamaritanSy  John  iv. 
22.)  Now^  I  beUevOy  not  becaufs  of  theteftimonies  or  words  I  have  heard  from 
withouty  but  from  the  evidence  and  dtmonfiration  of  lifry  and^f  God*s  holy  Spirit 
in  my  own  hearL  ^Nor  can  I  fee-  how  the  apoftle  Peter y  intbis  placCy  can  pre^ 
fer  the  teftimonies  of  the  prophets  (for  that  which  is  called  the  New  Teftament 
was  not  yeP  written  *  and^  added  to  the  old)  before  ibis  glorious  immediate  tefii^ 
monyfrom  God  Ahnightyy  which  Chrift  was  honoured  withy  and  they  were  greatfy 
honoured  in^  being  admitted  to  be-  beholders  and  witneffes  of  Tet  fomewhat  fticki 
'4ipith  me-y  namefyy  thofe  words  of  the  apoftky  vcr.  20,-  21.  wherein  he  plainly 
feems  to  me  iofpeak  of  the  fcriptores-  or  writings  of  the  propbetSy  as  if  tbiy  had 
been  the  morefitre  word  of  propbecyy  which  in  this  place  he  had  direSed  to.  For'* 
wbyjbotdd  be  fay  thutT,  Koowing  this  fifft,.^^.  unlefs  be  bad  ifUonded  the  fame 
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Vr^d  of  propb$ey  wbicb  be  bad  been  /peaking  of  before^  and  direEUng  tbeir 
minds  tow  tbef  migbt  make  ufe  oftbat  Word  ofpropbecy  f 

Anfm.  Peter  was  the  tninifter  of  the  circumcifion,  and  he  was  to  deal 
with  people  who  were  great  admirers  and  (hidiers  of  the  letter ;  therefore, 
though  he,  as  well  as  Paul  and  John,  and  the  other  apoftles  (Rxm.  x.  and 
ASs  xxvL  1 8.  and  i  ^obn  i.)  was  to  direft  men  to  the  Word  within,  and 
light  within  ^^  yet  heknew  it  was  of  great  concernment  to  them  rightly  to  read 
and  be  able  to  underftand  the  letter  without.  Therefore,  having  firH  diredted 
them  to  the  Word  of  prophecy,  to  the  path  of  the  juft,  which  is  the  in- 
ward (hining  light,  to  the  light  which  mines  more  and  more  in  the  dark 
place  to  them  that  give  heed  to  it ;  in  the  next  place  it  was  very  proper, 
iifeful,  and  neceflary  to  diredt  them  how  to  read  the  fcriptures  aright.  For 
indeed  the  oracles  of  God  were  given  to  them,  Bjm;  iii.  2.  and  they  ought 
to  be  diligent  in  the  reading  of  them,  that  they  might  underftand  the  holy 
prophecies  and  precious  promifes,  &r.  and  reap  the  hope  and  comfort  of 
them,  and  be  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  which  is  the  thing  pro- 
miied.  And  not  only  to  the  Jews^  but  to  the  Chriftians  gathered  from  among 
the  Gentiles  in  that  age,  were  the  fcriptures  greatly  ufeful :  and  (b  they  are 
alfo  to  fuch  as  are  gathered  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  power  of  God  in  this  age. 
The  prophecies,  the  judgments,  the  promifes,  the  mercies,  the  experience, 
&fr.  are  all  ufeful,  and  profitable  to  thofe  that  read  and  underftand  them 
in  the  light  of  God*s  Holy  Spirit.  Btit  the  flrft  thing  needful  is,  to  turn  a 
man's  mind  to  the  light,  that  he  may  have  fomewhat  to  guide  him,*  ibme- 
what  to  ftay  his  mind  upon  in^  reading  the  fcriptures,  fomewhat  to  open 
and  unfeal  the  holy  and  divine  words  and  myfteries  to  him.  For  no  man 
can  truly  and  rightly  underftand  the  fcriptures,  but  as  his  mind  is  opened 
by  the  Lord,  and  the-underftanding  of  words  and  things  given  him.  So 
that  this  is  exceeding  neceflary  to  be  known  (after  a  man  •  is  turned  to  the 
fight  and  Word  of  prophecy  within,  and  comes  to  read  the  outward  oracles 
and  teftimonies  of  the  Holy  Spirit)  that  all  the  holy  men  fpake  not  in  their 
own  wills,  nor  in'  the  will  of  the  fle(b,  nor  in  the  will  of  man,  but  as  the 
Spirit  of  God  gave  them  words,,  and  moved  them  to  fpeak.  And  thofe 
words  fpoken  by  God's  Spirit  knoweth  none,  but  that  Spirit  which  fpakc 
them.  So  that  no  man  ought  to  venture  by  his  private  fpirit  to  undertake 
to  open  and  interpret  thofe  words ;  but  he  muft  firft  receive  the  fame  Word 
of  life,  the  fame  Spirit  of  prophecy  within,  and  wait  upon  him,  and  learn 
to  know  his  voice,  who  openeth  what  and  when  he  pleafeth  to  the  ions  of 
men.  Andib  when  the  fame  Word  of  life  fpeaks  in  a  man's  heart  now, 
ihewing  things  to  come,  either  concerning' a  man's  felfor  others,  that  man 
muft  be  careful  to  retire,  and  lie  very  low  before  the  Lord,  waiting  upon 
him  for  the  true  underftanding-and  right  interpreting  of  his  own  words, 
elle  a  man  mav  eafily  mifunderftand  and  mifapply  what  was  truly  and  rightly 
^ken.  So  that  this  is  the  right  way  of  underftanding  the  words  of  pro^ 
phecy  fipom  the  hcdy  mca  of  God  in  former  ages^  and  the  ,inftru6tions  of 
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thcWorci  of  life  in  tbchean.    ^U  facr^ii  gf  tb^  Wi  (if'i  ^h  tkm 
him.     In  the  true  fear  |]^  ear  ii  opened,  and   ^^e  righ;  wd«rft»adiiig 
given ;  but  in  the  wifdoip  of  the  fleih,  and  in  the  confidence  ther^oif,.  it  is 
cafy  erring  at  any  time  from  the  true  fenfe  and  right  ufc  of  that  i»hich  wa» 
opened  and  given  by  God,  either  for  the  foul's  o«n  good,  or  for  the  good 

of  others.  . 

To  conclude  this  appeal :  there  is  one  confideration  on  my  h^art  to  pro* 
pofe  to  the  ierious  ^  ibber^minded  \   and  oh !  that  th^y  Qf>ighf  righdy 
confuier  and  underffend  it !  David  was  a  man  after  God's  awn  h^rt^  a  wife 
man,  an  inwardly-exercifed  man,  an  experienced  man,  an  holy,  ^ritual, 
heavenly  man  \  a  man  who  knew  the  inward  everkfting  kingdooi)  and  liad 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  witnciTed  his  truth  in  the  inward  parts  :  can  ye  think 
that  David  did  not  know  the  Word  and  commandment  of  life  within  ?  Did 
not  God  write  his  law  in  his  heart  I  How  eUe  could  he  become  a  man  af- 
ter God's  own  heart  ?  Did  not  h^  witnefs  the  evcrlafting  covenant,  and  the 
law  thereof,  the  new  law,  the  living  law,  even  the  law  of  ^he  Spirit  of  life 
in  Chrift  Jefus  ?  Now  when  E^vki  iaid^  the  law  of  (be  Lard  is  pirfta^  coih 
virtijtg  the  fotd^  what  law  did  he  mean  ?  What  is  the  law  whi^h  converts 
the  foul  to  God  ?  Can  any  thing  leis  than  a,n  inward  power,,  aiP  inward  ligb^ 
an  inward  law,  an  inward  life,  than  the  inwai^d  drawings  and  teachings  d 
God's  Spirit;,  convert  the  fovil  tp  God  ?  Aad  whaiL  teftimony  is  that  which 
makes  wife  the  fimple  ?  Is  It  not  the  inward  teftimony  ?  Whfit  made  him 
wifer  than  the  ajiiti^nts,  aad  his  teachers,  who .  knew  ^  could  tf^ch  ^e 
law  outward  ?  Were  th^y  not  the  inward  teachings  ai^  inward  pifeeepcs  of 
God's  Holy  Spirit  from  th«  Word  of  life  withj^,  which  douUl^fs  was  very 
nigh  him,  he  being  a  ma^  fo  exerciied  by  God's  Spirit,  and  fo  formed  a^et 
his  heart?  And  what  are  thofe  right  ftatutes  which  rgc^etfa^  heart,  aini 
the  pure  commandment  which  enlightens,  ihf  eyes,  and  the  dean  fear  and 
righteous  judgments  ?  Ar^  r^ot  aU  th^fe  thipgs  ki¥>wn  witbi^*  and  received 
within  ?  Doth  not  God  put  his  fear  within^  in  the  heart  ?  Doth  net  God  re- 
veal his  righteous  judgmcqt^  within  agaioft  (in  and  iniquity  ?  Oh !  how  did 
David  cry  out  becaufe  (^  God's  dreadful  judgments  upon  hin^  for  fin,  and 
faid  his  ibr^  ran  in  the  night,  and  he  wai^red  >is  CQUch  with  hjs  tears !  And 
in  another  place,  JM^fi^  trmbletb  far  fiat  of  that,  and  I  (m.  ^rajd  of  tb} 
judgment^.    And  when  he  fpeaketh  fo  much  (as  in  PfaL  exiifO  of  G^d's  word, 
Gc^'s  law,  his  teftimonies,  precepts,  ftatutes,  jvdgiAeiHs,.  i^e.  what  doth 
he  ipeak  of  ?-  Doth  he  fpeak  of  the  outward  or  inward  nui^dratioa  of  the 
Word  in  di^  heart  ?  podi  he  not  fpeak  of  the  in  ward  ^fitiQi^,  of  the  law 
in  the  heart,  of  die  comimaadment  in  tb<^  heari,  of  the  teftimoay  of  li6» 
there  ?  For  he  had  the  t6(lin[¥)py  within^  the  Spirit  witki(i,  thje.  bw  within, 
the  light  within,  the  inward  and  fpiritual  kingdom  (wh^ieifik  the^  holy  domir 
nion  ci  Gpd  is  revealed)  he  kn^w  widiin  \  a^iid  fe  beliericigi  couki  fpeak 
of  the  power  and  glory  thereof,  *nd  of  Qod's  wonderous  wig^s,  Pfak  adv. 

And  when  hf.f^d,  tiyW^ord  if  4  imt  m^  nfff^ft^  ^  a  light  Mn^f/fyf^f 
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ii4>«  Wdr*dRfSfcrtifcanT-D^  mean  <3ie  letter  or  law  outlaid,' 6fthi< 
Word  nich  iii  *he  mouth  afieJ  heart,  which  Mofes  had  telSfied  ef,  itnd  di- 
rected th?  Jtws  tx>,  and  he  himfelf  had  bceft'  very  well  acquamted  irith^ 
When  agMi  he  faith,  WT^iert^uritbal Jhall  u  young  man  tkanji  his  tio^?  And 
iiA  mediately  giveth  the  atifwet.  By  taking  heed  according  to  thy  Word.  Doth 
he  mean  the  letter  without,  or  the  Word  within  ?  What  is  it  that  cleanfeth 
the  heart,  that  cleanfeth  the  way  ?  Is  it  any  tWng  left  than  the  water  of  life, 
than  the  blood  of  the  efrerlafting  covenant,  than  the  Word  And  life  of  truth  • 
within  ?  SanSIify  them  by  thy  truth ;  thy  Word  is  truth.  '  In  the  fenfe  of  that 
inwardly,  and  obedience  to  it,  is  the  renewing  and  fandification  felt.  And 
fo  this  bringa  to  be  undefiled  in  the  way,  and  to  keep  the  tel&monies  of 
life,  and  preferves  from  doing  iniquity.  Blejfed  are  the  undefiled  in  the  way^ 
ikkh  he,  v;ho  ^wali  in  the  lam  of  the  Lord.  Blefed  are  they  that  keep  bis  t^t- 
monies^  thatfeek  him  with  the  fihok  heart.  They  tsdfo  do  no  iniquity^  &c.  Had 
he  no  experience  of  thefe  things  himfelf  i  Yea^  fiirely.  He  knew  the  holy 
hearty  the  pure  heart,  the  n^w  and  heavenly  image,  the  heart  after  God's 
own  heart;  and  he  knew  what  it  was  to  walk  in  innocency,  and  to  be  kept 
out  of  fin.  Hear  what  he  himfelf  faith,  Pfal.  xviii.  21,  &c.  For  I  have  kept 
thewan^s  of  the  Lord^  and  have  not  wickedly  departed  from  my  God.  For  all 
hisjuagments  were  before  mcy  and  I  did  not  put  a:way  his  ftatutisfrom  mi.  I 
was  alfo  upright  before  him^  and  I  kept  nryjelf  from  mine  iniquity.  What  was 
that  ?  Was  not  that  it  which  had  moft  power  over  him,  and  was  moft  apt  to 
entangle  and  enfnare  him  ?  Now  he  that  arrives  here,  he  that  doth  this,  that 
keeps  himfelf  from  his  iniquity,  doubtlefs  witnefleth  great  power  and  viftory 
over  leflfer  and  fmaller  fins.  Was  not  David  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the 
power  of  his  might  ?  Did  not  the  Word  of  God  abide  in  him  ?  Did  not  he 
overcome  the  wicked-one  by  the  power  thereof  ?  How  elfe  could  he  walk 
thus  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  as  he  expreflTeth,  and  keep  himfelf  from  his 
iniquity  ? 

Now  this  Word  of  life,  thefe  fiving  teftimonies  and  precepts,  yea,  the 
everlafting  ordinances  and  ftatutes  of  the  new  covenant,  with  the  fure  mer- 
cies of  David,  which  Word  Mofes  had  teftified  of,  and  direfted  to,  and  Da^ 
vid  had  experienced  (it  being  the  pearl  he  had  treafured  up  and  hid  in  his 
heart)  and  which  was  the  Word  of  faith  which  Paul  and  the  other  apoftles 
preached  and  teftified  of,  turning  men  from  darknefs  to  this  inward  light ; 
1  fay,  this  Word,  this  living  Word  (and  the  inward  miniftration  thereof) 
God  hath  revealed  and  made  manifeft  in  this  our  day,  and  hath  turned  the 
minds  of  many  to  it,  and  is  daily  inviting  men  to  Shiloh*s  ftreams,  to  the 
living  waters,  to  the  light  and  habitation  of  the  living.  Blefled  are  they 
that  hear  the  joyful  found,  and  come  to  the  holy  mount  and  city  of  our  God, 
where  life  lives  and  reigns,  and  is  fed  on  by  all  the  living  •,  who  are  God's 
eled,  God's  heritage,  God's  vineyard  of  red  wine,  God's  inclofed  garden, 
whom  he  watcheth  over  night  and  day,  and  watereth  every  moment  \  and 
in  whom  he  dwelletlv  and  walketh,  and  is  to  them  a  God  and  Father,  and 
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makech  diem  daily  fenfible  that  they  are  his  fenrants,  children,  and  fycnihf 
in  whom  is  his  great  delight,  anid  on  whole  hearts  and  foreheads  is  written 
Holinefs  to  the  I^rd.  Yea,  and  the  Lord  will  bleis  thee  for  ever,  0  Mita-- 
tioH  of  jufiici^  and  moaniam  of  boUnefs!  and  every^congue  that  rifeth  up  in 
judgment  a|punfl:  thee  will  the  Lord  God  condemn  for  evermore.  This  is 
the  hoitase  of  the  fervants  of  the  Lord,  whom  the  Lordhath  gadiered  by 
the  arm  or  his  mighty  power  (inwardly  revealed  and  ftretched  forth  in  them, 
and  for  them),  am  their  rigbteoufnefs  is  ofme^  faith  the  Lord. 
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is  a  Scripture  now  openeth  In  me,  as  it  hath  often  done,  and 
it  hath  bee|i  very  fweet  to  my  tafte  ^  but  I  have  not  had  freedom 
to  give  it  forth  to  others,  as  at  this  time  it  is  with  me  to  do :  it  is 
that  fcripture  jR^/KT.  ix.  i8.  l^herefore  bath  be  mercy  on  whom  be 
mU  have  mercy,  and  wbom  be  mU  be  bardenetb. 

riWTOW  many  apprehend'from  this  fcripture,  as  I  alfo  formerly  did,  that 
r^  God  hath  chofen  out  a  certain  number  of  perfons  on  whom  he  will 
have  mercy,  and  fave  by  Jefus  Chrift  the  Lord  %  and  that  he  hath  pafled 
over  the  reft,  fo  that  they  were  never  intended  to  have  any  benefit  by 
Chrift's  death  as  to  their  eternal  falvation.  This  the  wiidom  of  man,  from 
the  letter  of  the  fcripture  and  many  other  places,  may  eafily  apprehend  and 
ftrongly  reaibn  for.  But  as  the  Lord  openeth  the  mind,  and  n^n  come 
to  a  fenfe  of  his  nature  and  Spirit,  and  his  intent  in  fending  his  Son,  and 
receive  the  key  which  openeth  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  they  will  eafily 
fee  that  this  is  contrary  to  God*s  nature,  and  his  intent  in  fending  his  Son, 
and  the  univerfal  covenant  of  light  and  life,  and  the  manifeft  teftimony  of 
the  fcripturcs.  . 

Firft,  As  touching  the  nature  of  God.  His  nature  is  love  \  love  to  all 
his  creatures.  He  would  not  have  it  go  ill  with  any  of  them.  He  needeth 
not  their  mifery  to  make  himfelf  happy.  His  nature  is  to  love,  to  blefs,  to 
fave ;  not  to  deftroy  or  cut  off,  nor  to  afflid  or  grieve  the  children  of  men ; 
not  to  hurt  either  the  body  or  foul  of  any :  he  preferveth  man  and  beaft, 
P/i/.  xxxvi.  6. 

Secondly,  As  touching  his  fending  his  Son.  He  fent  him  in  his  love 
to  mankind,  to  fave  mankind.  His  love  was  not  to  a  few  only ;  but  he 
loved  all  his  creatures,  he  loyed  all  loft  fouls,  and  he  fent  his  Son  to  fave 
them  all.  He  gave  him  light  to  enlighten  them  all,  and  he  gave  him  life 
to  quicken  them  all  \  only  he  difpenfeth  this  in  difierent  ways,  according  to 
the  infinite  wifdom  and  good  plcafure  of  his  Father. 

So 
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So  diai!,  Thtrdlyv  The  eovemutt  of  Kglte  and  life  h  uAiverfa^  arid  ni^ 
aU  nMakmd;  hjR^idk  the  datkeft  parts  and  corners  of  the  earth  are  at 
fome  times  cnligtencd^  and  feel  Icnnewkae  of  the  quickening  life.  For 
the  life  is  die  light  of  men,  and  the  light  comes  nrom  the  life,  and  is  af 
quick^  pielckig,  midceiiing.  kghc,  com^ying  warmth  and  life,  yea,  living 
virtoe  ]|itt>tfae  darkeft-  hearts^  as  tc  moves  and  finds  encercainaient  in  them*. 

Laftljr,  As  for  the  teftimony  of  the  Scriptures,  it  is  very  clear  that  God 
would  have  none  to  perilkk     Alt  ftnds  are  mwy  faith  the  Lord,  Ezek  xy'iiu 
4.    I  have  no  pleafitre  in  the  death  of  him  that  dietk^  ver.  32.     And  again,  As 
lUve,  faiikthe  LordGody  I  have  nopleajkre  iff  the  death  of  the  wicked^  chap, 
xxxiii.  li.     I  have  fi^t  my  light  to  enlighten  aU  men,  and  turn  all  men^ 
and  I  would  have  all  men  receive  it,  and  be  turned  by  it.     I  have  (hewed 
every  man  what  is  good,  and  what  I  the  Lord  require  of  him  \  and  I  would 
have  every  man  anfwer  the  manifeilatioa  of  my  light  and  Spiiit  in  him.   Do 
ye  not  read  God's  charge  againfl:  the  whole  earth,  Ifai.  xxiv.  5.  that  they^ 
had  tranfgrefled  the  laiw,  changed  the  ordinance,  broken  the  everlafting 
covenant  ?  Why  then  they  all  had  the  law,  had  the  ordinance^  had.  the  ever<- 
lading  eovcnafit ;.  and  fer  this  caufe  it  is  that  the  curfe  andjudgmei^t  comes 
upon  them,  ver.  6*     So  that  this  was  the  condemnation  from  the  begin-  - 
ning,  and  this  is  the  condemnation:  ftill,  that  light  is  come  into  the  ivorld^  and 
men  lave  darhufi  rather  than  lights  becaufe.  their  deeds  are  eviL    Men  are  not 
condemned  for  want  of  light  from  Glu^ift  Jefus ;  but  becauie  they  do  not 
believe  in,,  andi obey  that: Hgfat which  thef  have  fiom  him;,  becaufe  they 
believe  in  the  darknefs,  believe  in  the  dark  fpirit,    believe  in  the  dark 
power,  which;  cifeth  up  againffi  the  miniftratioa  of  light  in-  the  heart,  and 
doi  not  believe  in:  that  which  i^  gilsren.  of  Godi  to  difcover  and  work  it  out^ 
What  (bould  I  multiply  ibriptures  fi>r  ^  That  oommonr  foripture  is  abibluteljr 
undeniable  (aa  the  Lord  opens  the  heart  unto*  the  fimplicity  of  truth,  andl 
keeps  it  out  of  the  (libtiL  enchanting^ wifibm)  John  lii.  16,  i^.  For  God/0 
loved  the  worlds  that  be-  gave  hn  ofUy^begotfm  Son,  that  whofoever  bdieveth  in^ 
bimjhould  notperi/by  but  have  everlafting  life.     ForGodfent  not  bis  Son  into  the'> 
world  to  condemn  the  world- -y.  but  that  ^r  worid^  through  him^  might  befavedi 
What  can  be  more  naked  andi  plain  thani  theicn  words  of  Chrift,  who  knew 
the  very  heart  of  God  in  this  particular;  andi  plainly  declares  what  it  is, 
even  not  tx>  condemn,  not  to.  delhoy^  bur  toi  fave  men  from  condemnation 
and  defirudion  I  And  would  Chriflt  have:  fb;  af&dionately  wept  over  Jerufa- 
/m,.had  he  known  it  tD«be  his  Fatheifs  williand  determinate  counfel  that  they 
ihould  haxire  perifhed,  and*  not  have  boefn:  gathered  and  iavted:  by  him  ?  iJ 
(ball  add  but  one  pkce  more;  where  the  apofUe( who  knew  God?s  oounid, 
and  underftocd' die  myftef^;  o^  eledjonairdj  reprobation^  and  had  the  mind 
of  Chrift)  faith  exprefljisy.  that  God  will  Im^e  all  men:  to  befavedy  and  to  coam 
mtp  the  knowledge  of  ti»\tmth\  h  Tim:  iL  4;     What  words  can  be  fpcdfien 
more  plain.  an4  fplli  And  let  people  mind  that  thefe  words  are  fvr  plainer 
and  eaiier  to  be.  underftoodi  than  thofe  fcriptures  which  treat  of:  election  and 
Vol.  IL  C  c  repro- 
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reprobation  4  which  is  a  deep  myftery ;  and  men  muft  come  to  a  growth  in 
the  truth,  before  they  can  receive  that  capacity  which  is  neccffary  towards 
the  underftanding  of  them.  But  to  open  the  thing  a  little,  as  it  is  now 
in  my  heart. 

There  hath  been  a  three-fold  difpenfation  of  God  to  mankind.  A  dif- 
penfation  of  the  law  to  the  Jews  •,  a  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel  (or  promife, 
which  was  as  well  before  the  law  as  after  it)  to  the  called  Jews  and  Gen- 
tiles; and  a  fecret  hidden  difpenfation  of  the  myftery  of  grace,  of  the 
myftery  of  life  and  falvation,  which  the  apoftle  caUs  the  myftery  hid  in  the 
Gentiles,  Colajf.  i.  27.  For  fomewhat  of  God,  fomewhat  of  the  nature  and 
Spirit  of  Chrift:,  the  fouls  of  all  mankind  have  had  near  them,  to  enlighten 
them,  and  to  turn  them  from  Satan's  power  to  God ;  though  it  hath  not 
been  a  thing  known  to  them,  but  a  myftery  hid  in  them« 

Now  that  God  did  caft  off  any  Jew  under  the  law,  or  any  whom  he  vifits 
with  the  grace  and  power  of  the  gofpel,  from  a  mere  abfolute  will  in  him- 
felf,  becaufe  he  would  deftroy  them  and  have  them  perifli,  to  (hew  forth  the 
praife  of  his  juftice,  and  his  abfolute  fovereignty,  this  the  true  fenfe  of  life 
in  me  denies ;  but  all  have  a  vifit  of  that  which  laves  heartily  and  in  true 
good- will  from  God ;  and  he  that  is  turned  to  that  which  God  hath  fent 
to  tura^him,  ftiall  be  owned  and  faved  thereby*  He  that  belfeveth  in  the 
truth,  in  the  light,  in  the  Word  nigh,  even  in  the  very  loweft  appearance 
of  it  (for  the  loweft  appearance  is  the  fame  thing  in  nature  with  the  higlieft, 
and  the  grace  is  faving  in  its  very  loweft  appearance,  as  well  as  in  its  higheft) 
(hall  be  laved  thereby. 

Now  mark :  God's  grace,  God*s  mercy,  God's  love,  God's  light,  God's 
Spirit,  God's  power,  (Sc.  is  his  own,  and  he  may  do  with  his  own  what  he 
pleafeth.  Now  it  being  by  this  that  he  ftrives,  converts,  and  faves ;  and  it 
being  in  his  own  will  and  good  pleafure  how  long  he  will  ftrive  and  contend 
to  fave ;  it  lieth  therefore  abfolutely  in  him,  even  in  his  own  will,  what  he  will 
do  in  this  kind.  He  may  take  advantage  againft  rebellious  man,  and  cut 
him  off  when  he  will ;  and  again,  he  may  ftrive  and  raife  true  fenfe  in  a  man's 
heart,  and  give  repentance,  and  pardon  his  tranfgreflions,  as  long  as  he 
pleafeth ;  yea,  he  may  fo  change  a  man's  heart,  and  fo  create  him  a-new  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  and  fo  bring  him  into  unity  with  the  pure  feed,  and  to  that 
eftate  in  the  feed,  as  that  he  may  have  aflurance  he  fhall  never  be  utterly 
caft  off;  but  that  though  he  fhould  (in,  and  tranfgreis  the  holy  law  of  God's 
'  "^  Spirit,  his  iniquity  (hall  be  chaftifed  with  ftripes,  and  his  foul  recovered  and 
brought  back  thereby,  but  not  utterly  rejected  by  the  Lord.  Now  it  being 
thus,  hath  not  God  mercy  on  whom  he  will  ?  And  doth  not  he  harden  as 
he  pleafeth  ?  Did  not  God  giveup  the  Jews  to  hardoefs,  after  much  ftriving 
with  them  ?  Did  not  God  give  up  the  Gentiles  to  hardneis,  and  to  vain  ima- 
ginations concerning  the  true  God,  after  they  had  rejefted  a  meaiure  of  the 
true  knowledge  ?  Rom.  i.  21,.  Have  not  the  veflcls  of  wrath,  who  are  fitted 
to  deftrudtion,  a  day  of  much  long-fufiering  firft  ?  Rom.  ix.  22«    Had  not 
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the  old  vncUf  wko  were  fitted  for  that  deftru&ion  of  the  flood,  a  long 
day  of  pttience  and  forbearance  from  God,  his  Spirit  reproving  of  them, 
and  flriving  with  them  ?  To  what  end  did  God  foii)ear  them,  and  caufe  his 
Spirit  to  ftrive  with  them  i  Was  it  not  to  lead  them  to  repentance,  that 
thereby  Aey  might  have  avoided  that  deftru£tion,  which,  by  their  rebellion 
and  ftifl^hefs  of  ipirit  againft  God's  good  and  tender  Spirit,  they  were  fitted 
for,  and  expofed  to  ?  See  Rom.  ii.  ,4.  So  for  Cain,  how  tenderly  did  God 
desd  with  him !  how  uprightly  did  God  feek  his  good !  Would  not  Gckl 
have  had  him  come  to  a  true,  fenfe  and  repentance  ?  Would  not  God  have 
had  him  believed  and  ofiered  in  the  faith,  and  been  accepted  as  his  brother 
was  ?  And  for  Pharaoh,  God  indeed  was  againft  that  nature  and  fpirit  in 
him  which  opprefled  Ifrael ;  but  would  not  the  Lord  have  had  him  denied 
and  turned  from  that  nature  and  fpirit,  and  let  Ifrael  go?  God  would 
have  no  man  do  evil,  and  bring  upon  diemfelves  deftrudion  \  though  in 
his  juft  judgment  he  is  many  times  provoked  to  give  men  up  to  that  which 
leadeth  into  and  hardeneth  in  evil  So  not  only  Pharaoh,  but  Ifrael  alio, 
was  given  up  to  their  own  hearts  lufts,  when  they  would  none  of  the  Lord, 
nor  hearken  to  his  counfel,  PJal.  ixxxl  i2.  But  faith  the  Lord,  oh !  that 
it  had  been  otherwife !  Ob !  that  my  people  had  hearkened  unto  me  I  Sec.  it 
fhould  then  have  been  otherwife  with  them,  ver.  13,  fffr. 

So  t^at  God  of  himlelf  doth  not  defire  the  deftru£tion  of  his  creature  ; 
nor  doth  he  defire  to  harden  them,  or  to  give  them  up  to  a  deluding  ^irit, 
that  they  might  be  damned ;  but  men  firft  refufc  the  truth,  and  turn  from 
if,  or  let  it  go ;  not  receiving  it  in  the  love  of  it,  or  not  liking  to  retaia 
the  knowledge  of  it  (which  is  death  to  the  man's  corrupt  nature,  fpirit» 
will,  and  wifdom,  and  fuch  a  crofs  and  yoke  as  he  is  in  no-wife  willing 
to  bear) ;  and  then  the  Lord,  in  his  juft  iudgment,  gives  them  up  to  the 
deceitfulncfs  of  fin,  to  be  hardened  by  it.  Now  this  lifcth  in  God*s  own 
breaft  when  and  to  whom  to  do  it,  according  to  his  own  will,  and  accord- 
ing to  his  own  wifdom  and  counfel ;  (b  that  it  may  be  truly  and  properly 
faid,  he  hath  mercy  and  compaffion  on  whom  he  willj  and  whom  he  will  he  har- 
denetb.  But  that  God  hath  determined  to  harden  any,  without  giving  them 
a  day  of  mercy ;  or  tliat  it  is  God's  will  and  determinate  counfel  that  men 
ihould  rejeft  die  day  of  his  mercy  and  precious  invitation,  that  they  might 
be  hardened  by  him  ^d  perifi)  \  this  is  not  God*s  truth,  but  men's  mifap^ 
prchenfions  upon  true  words,  gathering  meanings  therefrom  in  their  own 
wifdom,  and  not  waiting  upon  God  till  he  caufe  the  true  light  to  (hine  in 
them,  and  thereby  give  them  the  true  knowledge  and  underftanding. 

Therefore,  fince  there  is  fuch  mercy  in  God  towards  all,  and  he  hath 
given  all  men  a  day  of  vifitation,  greater  or  leflcr ;  yea,  fince  of  late  he 
hath  caufed  his  light  to  fliine  forth,  and  given  this  age  fuch  a  vifitation  as 
many  ages  have  not  had,  oh !  let  men  take  heed  how  they  clofe  their  eyes, 
ftop  their  ears,  and  harden  their  hearts  againft  it,  left  they  provoke  God 
to  give  them  up  to  their  own  imaginary,  conceited,  fleflily  comprchenfive 
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4c«Qwledge  of  ihf  lottet,  aod  lb  fed  tfaein  ixp  im  that  YmimoU  (tf  li^m  md 
4eafner8  of  ^lit  wittdi  thc^  QaA  &me  itheiHfebie&  ^  to.  f<kr  ^  letter, 
fw'itbout  the  Spirit*  kiUcdi;.;afid  io  idoth^lt  Ikend  Icaowledge :  acid^there 
fieeds  iK>.gneater  wrfe  front  God  {k  will  fiifficiani^  ^on^  die  ctisfe  <]fliis 
reproached  jHght*  9nd  holy  coyxufiafit  i)f  life  in  Clmft  J^m,  A^w^s^bundantly 
Devoaled  and  jcoade  asaoi&ft)  tbsB  co  dole  mens  iejfw,  mdl  ftop  4)eir  ears, 
aod  kaiden  tihetr  hearts  (in  their  &eral  knowledge  and  praAieec)  fiom  be- 
lK4diog  aod  partaking  of  the^necious  life  and  virci^e  of  die  holy  and  living 
«oiniftrotio5  in  Qhrifl:  Jefus  the  Lpod,  ivixvewitA^Godi^ifiteth  and  Mdeemecl 
bispeopk,  * 

Indeed  the  phy£cian  is  come  inwardly  and  ipiritiudlf  ,  and  he  inwardk 
fi^  and  rafto^th  his  people,  fakhfidlf  leeking.after  tb^  lick,  the  dijftreflbds 
lite  broken,  die  wounded ;  pouring  oil  into  liieir  tiMOUnds,  and  heaSing 
chem.  Bitf  tbece  are  fome  who  ace  fo  found  aod  whole  in-dic&r  notional 
apprehenfions  and  pradtices,  dot  they  have  no  cieed  of  the  pbyfidan,  and 
them  the  phyliqian  pafleth  by,  as  unworthy  of  him,  and  whom. he  intend-- 
/eth  fliall  have  no  Ihare  with  him.  Efbraim  is  joined  U  idok  (he  is  well,  he 
jbaih  enoi^gh,  he  hath  no  need  of  me)  kt  Urn  abm^  faith  the  Loid.  I  wffl 
pour  out  the  choice  virtue  of  my  fpiritual  life  and  redeeming  powo*  among 
my  gathered  (heep  and  Iambs,  who  have  need  thereof,. and  w31  rejoice 
^herein.  Thefe  will  know  my  voice;  thefe  will  juftify  the  appearance  of 
^y  Spirit  and  power;  thefe  love  the  iavour  of  my  anointing  and  jNe- 
cious  ointment,  which  runs  down  fmm  the  head  upon  sdl  the  liviog  body, 
and  thefe  £hall  have  it  Thefe  underfland  how  i  have  mercy  on  whom  I 
will,  and  whom  I  will  I  harden;  and  it  is  my  will  to  have  mercy  on  dide 
^y  once-greatly*diftrefled-OQe8^  and  to  deftroy  (inwardly  to  deiht>y,  ohi 
who  knows  what  that  means !)  the  fat  and  the  ftrong,  and  to  feed  them 
with^udgmenL  Oh!  that  men  did  know  to  whom  the  mercy  and  to  whom 
the  judgment  belongs !  To  the  wifdom  o£  the  flefb^  to  the  wife  oompre- 
henders  of  the  things  of  God  after  the  Be(h,  is  the  judgment :  to  the  pmr, 
to  the  diftreflfed,  to  the  brc^n  in  fpirit  (not  to  them  that  are  at  eafe  in  their 
literal  knowledge,  but  to  the  mourners  in  Sion  after  the  holy  God,  and 
his  living  power  and  riditeoufneis)  is  the  evedafting  ^ipel^  the  mercy,, 
the  love,  the  peace,  the  oinding-up,  the  redemption  which  is  by  Chrift  Je-- 
iiis^  the  living  miuUler  in  the  holy  fanftuary  of  our  God. 
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Truth  nakedly  manifefting  itfelf j. 


In  Several  Particulars, 


For  the  Removing  of  Hindrances  out  of  the 
Way  of  the  Simple-Hearted, 

THAT    THEY    M  AY 

Come  to  true  Knowledge,  X/ife,  Liberty,  Peace,  and 
joy  in  the  Lord,  tlm)ugh  the  Virtue  and  Power  of 
his  piedbus  Truth  reyeajed.  and  working  in  them. 

Givea  forth'  hf  Way  o€ 

QJUESTION  and  ANSWER. 

WhereuntD  are  added^ . 

Some  Experiences^  with  fome  Scriptures^,  veiy  fweet^  and 
ncceilary  to  be  experienced  in  the  Gofpel-State. 

» 

A  few  Words  concerning  theXftUB    Chr  istT  i 

A  K   D 

A  few  Wor^  io  the,  Bowek  of  tender  Love  aad  Go^drwiSl  to  nqp 

Native  Country. 

Bf  %  long  Mourner  and  Traveller  after,  but  at  length  aa  happjr  E^mieafifs / 

0^  the  Trmh,  as  it  i»  in  Jssus». 

ISAAC     P  E  N  I  N  G  T  O  N- 

Bkffid  art  the  tgcs  wbicb  fie  tie  things  that  yc  fie*    Luke  x.  23^. 


[  cxcvHi  ] 
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P     R     E     F     A     G     E. 


1      A 


TRUE  knowledge  and  true  experieoce,  efpecially  cencerning  things  of 
fieceffitf ,  and  great  cencern  to  the  foul,  is  veiy  precious.  As  i  to 
know  the  true  foundation,  the  corner-ftone,  which  God  la^s  in  his  fpiritud 
Sion ;  and  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  which  is  the  mother  of  all  that  are  bom 
of  God  •,  and  the  gathering  t)ut  of  the  fpirit  of  this  world  (with  the  vanity 
and  fallhood  thereof)  into  God's  Spirit,  which  is  truth  and  no  lye  i  and  the 
building  up  of  the  holy  temple,  in  which  God  appears,  and  is  worfhipped ; 
and  the  heavenly  communion  with  the  Father  and  Son,  in  the  one  ptire 
light  which  (hlnes  froth  them  ^ into. the  heart ;  and  the  one  faith,  the  one 
circumcilion,*  the  one  baptifm,  the  one  holy  mountain,  the  one  feaft  of  fat 
things  made  thereon ;  the  one  water  of  life,  the  one  bread,  the  one  cup  of 
falvation,  &ff. 

Now  the  things  of  the  kingdom  are  all  at  the  difpofal  of  the  king  there- 
of. To  him  all  power  is  given,  in  him  are  hid  all  the  treafurcs  of  wifdom 
and  knowledge  *,  he  hath  life  in  himfelf,  and  he  hath  life  to  difpofe  of,  and 
diipenfe  to  his.  He  gives  thic  true  knowledge,  which  is  life  eternal ;  he 
gives  repentance,  and  remiflion  of  lifts.  He  tcacheth  to  believe  in  the  Fa- 
ither,  and  he  g^yeth  faith  aUb.  He  is  the  Shepherd  of  the  fheep,  who  by 
hb  voke  (fuickeneth,  and  maketh  alive,  and  leadeth,  and  preferveth,  and 
nourifhet^  up  to  life  eternal.  Therefore,  whoever  will  underftand  aright, 
muft  receive  underflanding  from  h\m\  and  whoever  will  repent  aright, 
muft  receive  repentance  from  him ;  and  whoever  will  believe  aright,  muit 
teceive  ^h  from  htm ;  and  .whoever  will  hear  and  fee  aright,  muft  re- 
ceive an  ear  and  eye  iVom  him ;  and  whoever  will  come  unto  him,  and 
receive  him,  mufl  witnefs  that  new  heart  forming  or  formed  in  him,  where- 
with and  wbereb]^  Jie  is  received.  Men  gready  miftake  and  err  abduc  the 
ffofpel  knowledge  aod  religion,  by  begmnlng  therein  without  the  gofpeU 
^irit  and  power. 

There- 
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Therefore  that  fnan  that  would  not  be  deceived,  and  lofe  his  ibui  for 
ever,  let  him  take  heed  how  he  begins,  how  he  ftands,  and  how  he  pro- 
ceeds in  his  religion.  The  Jews  ftood  in  the  revelation  erf  God's  Spirit  and 
power  outwardly ;  and  the  ftate  of  the  Chriftians,  the  new-covenant  ftate, 
ftands  in  the  revelation  of  God's  Spirit  and  power  inwardly :  for  none  can 
beget  a  new-birth  to  God  inwardly,  but  his  own  Spirit  and  power  work- 
ing inwardly  in  the  heart.  * 

Therefore,  thou  that  wouldft  live  with  God  for  ever,  and  not  perifli  from 
the  prcfencc  and  glory  of  his  power,  mind  thefc  three  things  : 

Firft,  God's  inward  vifiting  thee,  and  making  a  real  change  in  thee.  I 
do  not  mean  a  change  in  thy  mind  from  one  notbn  to  another ;  but  a 
change  in  thy  heart  from  one  nature  and  fpirit  to  another.  This  is  the  great 
work,  which  nothing  but  the  mighty  power  of  God,  which  raifed .  Jc&s 
from  the  dead,  can  effeft  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men.  Now  that 
this  may  be  wrought  out  in  thee,  wait  for  the  appearing  and  working  of 
that  power,  which  (by  its  appearing  and  workihg)  doth  eSed  it  daily  more 
and  more  in  thofe  that  unite  to  it,  and  give  up  to  its  operations.  Oh ! 
wait  to  feel  the  power  begetting  fomewhat  of  its  own  nature  in  thee,  leaven- 
ing thee  into  its  nature  by  the  pure  heavenly  leaven  wherewith  God  waits 
to  leaven  thy  heart!  Thus  feel  thy  beginning  from  the  true  root,  from 
the  holy  principle,  from  the  feed  of  the  kingdom ;  and  then  wait  to  feel 
that  grow  up  m  thee,  and  to  grow  up  therefrom,  that  as  the  beginnings 
is  pure,  (o  the  growth  may  be  pure  alfo.  For  after  God  hath  vifited  thee, 
and  begotten  tomewhat  in  thee,  and  leavened  thee  in  ibme  meafure,  fo 
that  there  is  true  life,  true  fenfe,  true  hungerings,  true  breathings  after  the 
Lord  and  his  righteoufiiels,  after  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  then  (in  the 
next  place)  mind  and  wsut  to  learn  of  the  true  teacher  how  to  come  to  the 
true  waters,  that  thou  mayeft  drink  thereof,  and  of  no.  dirty  puddle,  of 
thy  own  or  any  other's  forming.  Where  are  thefe  waters  difpenfed,  andi 
where  are  they  to  be  found  ?  Why  in  the  new  covenant,  which  God  makes 
with  the  hungry  and  thirfty  fouls,  as  they  come  to  the  Shepherd,  and  hear 
his  voice,  and  learn  of  him,  and  follow  him.  Therefore  thou^muft  wait  to 
diftinguifh  fpirits,  and  the  knocks  of  fpirits  in  thy  own  heart.  Thou  mud 
know  when  the  Shepherd  knocks,  and  when  the  ftranger  knocks ;  and  let 
in  the  Shepherd  when  he  knocks,  and  not  let  in  the  ftranger  when  he  knocks. 
Thus,  by  knowing  him,  inclining  thine  ear  to  him,  and  hearing  his  voice, 
thou  comeft  to  have  the  everlafting  covenant  made  with,  thy  foul,  even  the 
fure  mercies  of  David,  wherein  the  union  with  God  is  fure,  the  teacher 
fure,  never  more  to  be  removed  from  thee  ^  the  fear  which  God  puts  into 
the  heart  fure  •,  the  law  of  the  new  life  fure,  being  fo  written  in  thy  heart 
by  the  finger  of  God's  Spirit  as  none  can  blot  out ;  the  love  of  God  fure, 
bis  prefervation  fure,  the  inheritance  of  life  fure.  O  fweet  covenant !  O 
holy  covenant !  O  bkfied  covenant !  and  blcfled  are  all  thofe  fouls  with 

whom 


wkarn  God  makes  tUs  90W(mm>  wl  «Im^  sutq  k^pt  by  bim  ia  the  icDic  Md 
cnjoyineiitQfit! 

Now,  iaiUy,  after  God  h%ih  m^^t  it^is'^hOvciiaorwith  thee,  and  (jpoketi 
peace  to  thee,  and  giim)  thfe  of  tNe  pqwef,  righteouftyeis,  aixl  j^oy  of  the 
kingdom,  and  fct  the  ho}y  hedge  of  his  {>Q^«eii  ^d  w^  c^  &lvatioa  about 
thee,  thou  muft  take  heed  of  going  lf)r(h  after  4ny  hrft,  a^ter  any  defire  of 
the  fleCh,  after  any  temptation  of  the  enemy  ^  thou  tsmfk  keep  wubia  the 
hdy  Kmits,  and  aoc  tQ|]|^h  sOiy  dead  w  v^ijiean  thk)g«  led;  tbc^  be  defikd, 
and  fo  in  degree  fepavajed  from  hm^  wha  is  pure. 

The  occafioo  of  wk»l  fqUow^  w^  br^fiy  thtis : 

There  was  a  controvert  between  me  «q4  another  about  many  of  thefe 
thbgs,  tawarda  whook  my  Iqvq  wa3  i&  a  travail  i  and  having  a  fonfe  on  my 
heart  that  the  enemy  makes  ufe  of  the  wrong  apprebenfioii^  and  miftakes^ 
he  begets  in  mens  oniiid^  ahpun  theio  th^gs^  contrarjr  to  the  true  knawkdae 
and  experience  which  God  giv^th  19  the  children  Which  are  born  of  the 
heaivenly  womb,  who  indeed  alone  can  rightly  plead  fqr  aad  juftify  their 
mother,  m  this  day  of  great  ilrife  and  contention  about  the  kingdom,  and 
the  right  heir  theietof^  I  fay,  having  tl^ienle  on  my  heart,and  thefe  things. 
naturally  fpringpng  up  and  opening  in.  mie  }^n  this  occaSon,  I  wa&  drawn 
in  bve»  and  in  the  moiioa.  c^  life,  tb^s  to  give  them  fbirth  to  others,  hc^e* 
ing  that  the  Lord  may  ^e^c^by*  qpeoi  the  vsHnds  of  ffim€  towards,  and  con- 
firm the  minds  of  othet9  i&>  the  fcnk  apd  b€(U<ef  of  the  tna.th,i  and  the  in- 
ward mamfeflatuxi  of  Im  $T^kPi»  wj^a^  dii&over;^  and.  ftrives  ag^nft  the 
darkooi^»  kifts^  and  cooMpti^^o^^  ift  tjh^m*.  The  Ipvd  glv^  pe(^le  the.  feofe 
of  the  ftrhrings  and  leproo^  ofi.  I^a  H^y;  Spi,cic  i^ward]^^  in  theijc  hearts, 
and  iob  their  ^irits  theeejto,^  ^^fffi  they  may  ^^eiv&  ^^^  IxSs^  virtue,  and 
ftrength  &oni  hia  Ek>ly  ^ifi.t>  sj^.  ther^%  wit^f^^  the  overcoming  aad 
keeping  ui^d^r  thei  oneo^yi  oi  thek*  fpuls^  th^t  they  maj^  know  what  it  is^  to 
hav«  ;he  feed  of  di«  woioao*  bfu^fe  tbie  ferpem^s  ho^  m  their  own  pacticu* 
lai^  ikit^  fo  the  holyj  cfaiki  }fi^  tnfiif-  ^  exal|e4  (his  bora  exalted  in  them) 
and  hfr  may  reign^  and  e^ercife  h^  government  in  them,  and  they  may 
become  kings  andprtefts  toGod».  and:  reign  iiv  him  overall  that  his  power 
i&  ordaii]^  to  brew  and  kj^p  uiadfHTi  yc%.  uttpi'ly  cpnfume  and  deftroy,  in 
the  hearts  of  thofe  than  ftibo^it  themfe}MOs  willi^^  u^  him*  and  walk  in  the 
lightaiidteadingsoChiaHfl^  Spirit.,    ^^im^ 
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NAKED     TRUTH 

Given  forth  by  Way  of 

Q^U  ESTION     and     ANSWER. 


I.  Concerning  under/landing  the  Holy  Scriptures  truly  and  aright. 


w 


Qucft.  "^  ^  y /y£7*/?£jR  the  fcriptures  can  be  underftood  aright^  without 

the  light  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  Jhining  inwardly  in  the  hearty 
and  giving  the  true  underjlanding  of  them  ? 
Anfw.  No;  not  poffibly.  For  as  the  outward  eye  cannot  poflibly  fee 
without  the  Ihining  of  fome  outward  light,  no  more  can  the  inward  eye  fee 
without  the  Ihining  of  the  inward  light.  God,  who  commanded  light  to 
Ihine  out  of  darknefs,  caufeth  the  light  of  his  Spirit  to  (hine  in  the  hearts  of 
people  according  to  his  holy  pleafure,  and  thereby  they  come  to  fee.  •  God 
(eeth  all  things  in  his  own  light,  in  the  light  of  his  pure  eternal  Spirit ; 
and  in  his  light  do  the  children  of  light  fee  light.  The  things  of  God*s 
kingdom  are  holy  myfteries,  and  the  words  which  he  Ipeaks  concerning  thofe 
holy  myfteries  none  can  underftand,  but  as  he  pleafeth  to  open  and  reveal 
them.  He  hath  given  us  an  underftanding  to  know  him  that  is  true,  i  John 
V.  20.  The  infpiration  of  the  Almighty  givetb  underftanding^  (Job  xxxii.  8.) 
without  which,  man  is  dead,  and  can  neither  hear,  nor  fee,  nor  underftand 
any  of  the  things  of  God's  kingdom. 

II.  Concerning  the  illuminating  Spirit ^  and fanSiifying  Spirit. 

Qucft.  Whether  the  illuminating  and  fanSlifying  Spirit  be  one  and  the  fafne 
Spirit  or  no  ?  becaufe  it  is  affirmed  by  fome  (and  written  by  one  to  me  as  a  found 
diftinilion  of  divines^  which  diftin£lion  he  faith  be  hath  a  mind  Ifhould  learn) 
that  there  is  a  Spirit  of  fanSificationy  and  that  is  peculiar  to  the  godly  \  and 
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there  is  a  Spirit  illuminatingy  and  that  is  oft  voucbfafed  to  the  wicked^  as  it  ztras 
tjff  Balaam, 

Anfw.  The  Spirit  which  illuminatethf  and  the  Spirit  which  fanftifieth,  is 
one  ^nd  the  ikale  Spirit ;  and  the  iUuminatioa  of  the  Spirit  is  vol  order  unto 
fandlification.  The  fame  light  which  difcovereth  the  darknefs,  alfo  chafeth 
away  the  darknefs,  as  it  is  received  and  fubjefted  to,  and  purifieth  the 
mind  i  for  the  light  hath  not  Snly  a  property  of  enlightening,  but  alfo  of 
eleanfing  and  fanaifying.  And  the  rcafon  why  men  are  not  changed,  jufti- 
fied,  and  fanftified,  in  and  by  the  light,  is  becaufe  they  love  it  not,  and 
bring  not  their  hearts  and  deeds  to  it ;  and  fb  it  is  their  reprover  and  con- 
dejnner,  and  not  their  juftifier  and  fanftifier.  But  the  fame  Spirit,  light, 
and  life  which  enlighteneth,  alfo  fanftifieth,  and  there  is  not  another. 

_     ^ 

IIL  Concerning  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God^  and  the  Holy  Scriptures 

Queft.  Whether  they  ie  dhoays  joined  \  or  fome  may  have  the  Spirit^  who  have 
not  the  fcriptures  \  and  fome  may  have  the  fcriptures  who  have  not  the  Spirit  ? 

Anfw.  The  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  and  the  holy  fcriptiures,  arc  not  always 
joined  together ;  for  fome  in  the  dark  corners  of  the  earth  may  be  vifited 
by  the  Spirit,  become  fenfible  of  the  Spirit,  and  receive  the  Spirit,  who  ne- 
ver heard  of  the  fcriptures  5  and  many  may  have  the  fcriptures,  and  yet  be 
very  ignorant  of,  and  ftrangers  to,  God's  Holy  Spirit ;  as  tlie  Jews  were, 
who  had  them  read  in  their  fynagogucs  every  {abbath-day»  and  yet  Chrift 
told  them,  Te  neither  know  the  fcriptures^  nor  the  power  of  God. 

IV.  Concerning  the  Law  of  the  Lordy  which  is  perfeBy  and  which 

converts  the  Sotd. 

Quefti  What  is  the  law  of  the  Lord,  which  isperfeSl^  and  converts  the  foul? 
Is  it  the  outward  law  or  writing  in  the  letter y  or  the  inward  Um  and  writing 
in  the  Spirit  ? 

Anfw.  No  man  is,  or  ever  was,  or  ever  can  be,  converted  to  God  from 
the  inward  law  of  fin  and  death,  but  by  the  inward  law  of  life  and  righteouf- 
nefs  written  in  the  heart  j  and  I  am  fure  that  law  is  perfect,  the  new  cove- 
nant is  perfedt,  and  the  law  thereof  perfeft  \  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in 
Chrift  Jefus  perfedt,  which  converts  the  mind  to  Chrift,  the  righteoufhefs 
of  God,  and  fets  'it  free  from  the  law'of  fin  and  death.  And  David  was  a 
ipiritual  man,  and  knew  the  inward  covenant,  and  the  inward  creating  of 
the  heart  anew,  and  God's  holy  and  free  Spirit,  and  the  law  and  teftimony 
thereof.  I  will  grant  a  great  deal  to  the  letter  and  miniftration  outward ; 
but  I  muft  attribute  more  to  the  inward  j  or  clfe  God's  light,  and  the  holy 
experience  which  he  hath  given  me,  will  condemn  me.  And  as  the  Jew 
outward  had  the  law,  and  teftiniony^  and  ftatutes  outward  ^  fo  I  am  fure 
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the  true  Jew,  the  Jew  inward,  hath  the  law,  and  teftimony,  and  ftatutes 
inward,  written  in  his  heart  by  die  finger  of  God's  Spirit  5  yea,  and  the 
fame  Spirit  put  within  him,  to  cai^e  him  to  keep  this  law,  and  the  holy 
teftimony,  ftatutes,  and  judgments  of  the  Lord ;  and  the  fpiritual  Jacobs 
and  Ifracl  of  God,  in  this  the  day  of  their  redemption  and  falvalion  from 
on  high,  do  follow  the  Lamb  whitheribever  he  goes,  and  walk  in  the  light 
of  the  Lord, 

V,  Concerning  David'j  Longings^  expreffed  in  Pfal.  xlii.  xliii.  cxix* 

and  other  Places. 

Queft.  Were  Davids  longings  more  after  the  law  outward^  or  after  the  law 
and  light  ofGo^s  Spirit  inward? 

A)^w.  David  was  a  man  after  God's  own  heart ;  a  man  that  knew  an  in- 
ward and  clean  heart  of  God's  creating,  and  knew  the  free  Spirit  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  freih.  fpringing  life  tliereof,  and  the  leadings  of  the  pure 
living  truth  inwardly  in  his  heart,  and  this  was  it  he  moft  efpecially  prized 
and  longed  after.  Create  in  me  a  clean  hearty  O  God,  and  renew  a  right  fpirit 
within  me,  and  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me,  &c.  faith  he  {Pfal.  li.  10, 11.) 
after  his  fall,  (hewing  what  he  had  been  acquainted  with  before,  and  what 
he  now  (God  having  touched  his '  fpirit  afrefli)  began  to  long  after  again. 
And  faith  he,  in  another  place,  Ob !  fend  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth ;  let  them 
lead  me,  let  them  bring  me  unto  thy  hill,  and  to  thy  tabernacles,  Pfal.  xliii.  3.  Oh  \ 
the  fweetnefs  of  light  within,  truth  within  !  Oh !  the  precious  leadings  and 
drawings  thereof,  which  were  once  felt,  upon  a  frefh  and  tender  remem- 
brance thereof,  cannot  but  be  longed  after  again ! 

VL  Concerning  the  Sun^  or  Fountain  ofjpiritual  Light. 

Queft.  Whether  the  holy  fcriptures,  or  written  teftimonies,  be  the  fun  or  foun- 
tain, and  the  light  within  but  a  ray  orftreamfrom  them  ?  (as  is  affirmed  by  my 
antagonift). 

Anfw.  It  is  juft  quite  contrary :  for  the  holy  men  fpake  the  holy  words 
from  the  inward  light  and  quickening  life  of  God's  Spirit  within  them ;  lb 
that  that  was  the  fountain  in  them,  and  is  fo  ftill.  With  thee  is  the  fountain 
^flif^  9  and  he  that  believe th,  as  the  fcriptures  have  f aid,  out  of  bis  belly  fhall 
flow  rivers  of  living  water.  This  fpake  he  of  the  Spirit  (John  vii.  39.)  that  is 
the  fountain.  T^  water  that  I  fhall  give  him,  fhall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water 
fpringing  up  into  everlafling  life,  John  iv.  14.  Who  efteems  and  honours  the 
fcriptures  aright  ?  Kb  that  believes  their  teftimony,  comes  to  Chrift,  and 
makes  his  Spirit,  light,  and  life  all ;  or  he  that  fets  thfc  fcriptures  in  the 
Head  of  that  Word  of  life  which  thev  came  from,  teftify  of,  and  point  men  , 
to,  as  the  founuun  and  foundation  or  life  and  falvation  to  all  mankind  ? 
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VII.  Concerning  the  Wor(ts  being  a  Fire  and  a  Hammer ^  to  bum  up 

the  Chaffs  and  break  the  Rocks  in  Pieces. 

9 

Queft.  Is  the  Word^  which  is  afire  and  hammer ^  the  tejiimomes  and  declara- 
tions of  the  holy  fcriptures  without y  or  the  Word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart  ? 

Anfw.  That  which  I  have  felt  hammering  inwardly,  that  which  I  have 
felt  burning  inwardly  (unouenchably,  as  the  mind  has  been  kept  to  it)  has 
been  the  Word  of  life  itfelr,  from  which  the  good  words  and  holy  teftimonies 
proceed.  That  which  does  the  work  in  the  inward  Jew,  is  the  inward  mi- 
niftration  of  the  inward  covenant,  the  appearance  of  God  there :  he  is  the 
confuming  fire ;  he  is  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning,  who,^  by  his 
holy  flamings  inwardly,  burns  up  the  filth  of  the  daughter  of  Sion.  A  man 
may  be  exercifed  in  the  letter  all  his  days,  and  yet.witnefs  nothing  of  this  in- 
wardly in  truth  and  righteoufnefs ;  but  he  whom  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and 
burning  inwardly  comes  nigh,  and  whofe  fiefh  is  kept  in  that  holy  furnace, 
it  will  be  confumed  there  day  by  day,  until  it  be-quite  wafted  and  deftroyed, 
and  lb  he  come  to  be  judged  according  to  the  fle(h,  and  to.  live  to  God  m 
the  Spirit. 

r 

VIIL  Concerning  God's  writing  his  Law  in  the  Hearts 

Queft.  How  doth  God  write  his  law  in  the  heart  ? 

Anfw.  By  his  Spirit  and  power  working  there,  whereby  he  both  creates 
a  new  heart,  and  writes  the  new  law,  even  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  in  the  new  heart,  ^he  ijles  Jhall  wait  for  bis  law.  Whofe 
law  ?  The  law  of  the  Mefliah,  the  law  of  grace,  which  gives  dominion ; 
the  law  of  the  anointing,  the  law  of  the  new-birth,  the  law  of  the  holy  feed. 
His  feed  remainetb  in  him^  i  John  iii.  9.  In  that  feed  is  the  new  nature,  and 
the  new  law  both.  What  is  the  law  of  fin  ?  What  is  the  law  of  death  ? 
How  is  it  written  in  the  heart?  How  doth  the  enemy  write  it  there,  but  by 
his  corrupt  fpirit  and  nature  ?  And  doth  not  God,  by  his  holy  Spirit  and 
nature,  write  the  new  law^  the  law  of  life,  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  that  are 
renewed  and  made  tender  to  the^  impreflions  of  his  holy  quickening  power  ? 
Every  motion  and  drawing  whereof  is  a  law  to  them  who  are  born  of  the 
Spirit^ .  and  taught  of  God  to  eye  and  walk  after  the  quickening  Spirit. 

• 

IX.  Concerning  the  inward  Light  of  God's  Spirit. 

•    Queft.  What  is  it  which  the  mind  is  to  be  turned  to^  to  enUgbter^  it^  and  to 
work  the  darknefs  and  corruption  out  of  it  f 

Anfw.  It  is  no  lefs  than  the  light  of  God's  Spirit  v  nothing  elfe  can  do  it. 
The  day-fpring  muft  arife  from  on  high  in  the  heart,  or  there  will  be  night  for 
ever  there.    AU  notions  or  apprehci^ons  concerning  the  light  will  not  do 
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it ;  it  is  the  (hining  of  the  light  alone  inwardly  which  is  able  to  expel  the 
darknefs  there.  It  was  not  for  nothing  diat  Chrift  came  a  light  to  enlighten 
men,  and  direfted  men  to  follow  him  the  light,  that  they  might  not  abide 
in  darknefs,  and  that  he  fent  his  apoftles  with  this  meffage,  that  God  is  lighu 
and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at  all ;  and  fo  gave  his  apoftles  wifdom,  authority, 
and  power  to  turn  men  from  the  darknefs  to  the  light.  And  if  the  darknefs 
was  within,  which  they  were  to  be  turned  from,  furely  the  light  muft  fhine 
within,  to  difcover  the  darknefs,  and  to  that  light  muft  they  be  turned.  And 
in  this  light  the  Holy  Spirit  is  received,  and  dwells  there ;  but  out  of  this 
light,  and  the  limits  thereof,  in  every  heart,  dwells  the  unclean  and  dark 
fpirit,  and  hath  power  and  rule  there  ;  for  nothing  but  the  light  and  ftrength 
of  God's  Spirit  is  able  to  break  his  kingdom  and  dominion  inwardly  in  the 
heart. 

X.  Concerning  tie  Mintfiers  and  Minijiry  of  the  GofpeL 

I    Queft.  Who  are  the  minifters,  and  what  is  the  minijiry  of  the  gofpel  ? 

Anfw.  They  are  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  who  have  received  the  Spirit 
and  power  wherein  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel  ftands.  For  Chrift  came  in 
the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Father,  and  he  fends  his  apoftles  and  minifters 
in  the  fame  Spirit  and  power,  that  they  might  be  able  to  beget,  and  reach 
to  that  birth  which  is  to  be  begotten  and  miniftered  to.  It  is  one  thing  to 
be  a  minifter  of  the  law,  and  to  minifter  letter ;  and  another  thing  ro  be  a 
minifter  of  the  gofpel,  and  to  minifter  Spirit.  The  apoftles  were  able  mi- 
nifters of  the  New  Teftament  \  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  the  Spirit ;  artd  fo 
are  all  in  a  degree,  who  fucceed  them  in  any  meafure  or  proportion  of  their 
miniftry.  For  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel  is  in  the  light.  Spirit,  and  power 
of  the  Moft  High,  to  turn  peoples  minds  to  a  proportion  of  the  fame  light. 
Spirit,  and  power  in  themfelves,  and  fo  to  come  to  the  manifeftation  and 
quickening  of  the  fame  life  in  themfelves,  that  fo  they  may  walk  in  the 
fame  light.  For  the  life  is  the  light ;  and  he  can  never  have  light,  o^  fee 
light,  who  comes  not  firft  to  feel  Ibme  virtue  from  the  quickening  power. 
Cm !  how  precious  is  this  miniftry !  BlefTed  be  the  Lord  for  his  renewing 
of  it  in  thefe  our  days !  And  this  miniftry  is  not  to  be  confined  to  an  out- 
ward order  of  men,  as  the  miniftry  of  the  law  was ;  but  whoever  hath  re- 
ceived the  gift»  fo  he  is  to  minifter,  as  the  Lord  guides,  leads,  and  orders 
him  in  the  ufe  of  that  gift  which  he  hath  beftowed  upon  him  for  that  end. 
And  what  if  he  be  an  herdfman,  a  fiOierman,  a  tent-maker,  or  the  like  ? 
Yet  if  God  hath  poured  out  his  Spirit  upon  him,  and  openeth  his  mouth, 
he  hath  not  only  liberty^  but  more,  even  authority,  from  the  Lord  God  Al- 
mighty to  fpeak  in  his  name,  either  for  turning  men  unto  Chrift,  the  light 
and  life  of  men,  or  for  building  men  up  in  their  holy  faith  in  him,  whofe 
Spirit  and  power  was  and  is  tlie  refurre^on  in  the  life  for  evermore.. 
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XL  Concerning  trying  of  Spirits,  and  fearcbing  the  Hearts 

Quell.  What  is  it  wbicb  fearcbetb  the  hearty  and  infallibly  tries  Jpirits? 

Jnfw.  God's  Spirit,  God's  word  nigh  in  the  heart  and  mouth,  (epa- 
rateth  and  giveth  true  difcerning  and  judgment  there,  to  all  whofe  ears  are 
circumcifed  and  inclined  to  it,  God's  Spirit  is  the  Ipirit  of  judgment  •,  and 
where  he  is  given,  the  Spirit  of  judgment  is  given,,  and  he  judgeth  in  his 
children  by  tne  quickening  life  and  fenfe  he  beftoweth  on  them,  which  dif- 
dnguifheth  between  life  and  death,  between  truth  and  deceit  *,  yea,  between 
the  fame  wordi,  when  they  come  from  the  dead  fpirit,  and  when  they  are 
Ipoken  in  his  living  |)ower :  Chrift  gives  his  Spirit  to  his  fliecp,  wWch  gives 
them  to  know  his  voice,  to  know  when  life  fpeaks,  and  when  words  arc 
living,  and  food  for  the  living ;  and  in  what  mouth  they  are  dead,  and  can- 
not yield  living  nouriftiment. 

XII.  Concerning  things  necejfary  to  Salvation^ 

§ 

Queft.  Whether  all  things  necejfary  to  falvation  be  contained  in  the  fcrip^ 
tures  ? 

Anfw.  The  fcriptures  give  teftimony  concerning  the  one  thing  neceflary 
to  falvation ;  but  the  thing  itfelf,  Chrift  himfelf,  the  feed  itfelf,  is  not  con- 
tained in  the  fcriptures,  but  revealed  in  the  fliinings  of  the  true  light,  and 
fo  received  or  rejefted  inwardly  in  the  heart.  Behold  Iftand  at  the  door  and 
knock.  Blefled  are  they  that  hear  his  voice,  and  believe  him  knocking,  and 
open  to  him,  and  receive  him,  who  g^ves  eternal  life  and  power'  to  become 
fons  of  God  to  as  many  as  receive  him,  and  believe  in,  and  give  up  to,  the 
inward  revealings  of  his  redeeming  arm  and  power  therein.  To  whom  is  the 
arm  of  the  Lord  revealed?  To  them  in  whom,  and  to  whom,  this  arm  is  re- 
vealed, Chrift  is  revealed ;  and  they  in  whom,  and  to  whom,  Chrift  is  revealed, 
know  the  one  thing  neceflary,  even  him  who  is  life  eternal,  in  whom  all  other 
neceflary  things  are  wrapped  up,  and  by  whom  they  are  conveyed  to  the 
foul,  according  to  its  need,  by  him  who  is  faithful  in  all  his  houfe,  and  takes 
care  of  every  ftieep  which  the  Father  committcth  to  him. 

XIII.  Concerning  the  true  Gt^pel^Churcbf  or  Society. 

Queft.  What  is  the  true  gofpeUchurchy  orfocietyf 

Anfw.  A  company  of  true  believers  in  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift.  A  company  of  true  Jew§,  inward  Jews,  Jews  in  Spirit,  of  the 
true  cjrcumcilion,  whom  the  Father  hath  fought  out, .  and  made  true  inward 
worfliippers ;  fuch  as  are  gathered  to  the  name,  and  gathered  together  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  ofier  up  fpiritual  facrifices  to  God  through 
him.    A  company  of  living  ftones,  who  have  received  life  fron>  him,  the 
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foundation-ftone ;  and  meet  together  to  wait  upon,  and  woiihip  the  Father, 
in  the  light  and  Spirit  which  they  have  received  from  him.  This  is  the 
holy  church,  or  living  aflcmbly  or  the  New  Teftament ;  blefled  are  they 
that  are  of  it !  For  about  this  church  is  the  wall  of  falvation ;  and  they 
that  are  added  by  God's  Spirit  and  power  to  this  church,  and  abide  in  it, 
Ihall  certainly  be  faved. 

XIV.  Concerning  the  Way  to  Salvation^ 

Queft.  Which  is  the  certain  and  infallible  way  to  falvation  f 
Anfw.  It  is  a  new  and  livihg  way ;  it  is  fuch  a  way  as  none  but  the  living 
can  walk  in.  It  is  an  holy  way,  n^hich  none  but  the  cleanfed,  the  ranfomed, 
the  redeemed  of  the  Lond,  can  fet  one  ftep '  in.  The  way,  the  life,  and 
the  truth  are  all  one  ^  blefied  are  they  that  find  it,  and  walk  in  it  I  In  plsun 
and  exprefs  terms,  it  is  the  Lord  Jefus,  the  light  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  the 
life  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jeftis,  the  truth  as  it  is  in  him, 
his  wifdom,  his  power,  he  himfelf,  the  covenant  or  holy  limit  between  God 
and  the  foul.  He  that  conies  into  him,  comes  into  the  way ;  he  that 
abides  in  him,  abides  in  the  .way ;  he  that  walks  in  him,  walks  in  the 
way.  He  that  comes  to  his  light,  his  life,  his  Spirit,  his  truth  in  the  in- 
ward parts,  comes  to  him ;  he  that  abides  therein,  abides  in  him  ;  he  that 
walks  therein,  walks  in  him :  and  he  that  walks  out  of  the  light  and  lead- 
ings of  his  Spirit,  let  him  walk  in  what  form  he  will,  yet  he  walks  not  in 
him  the  way. 

XV.  Concerning  Cbriji*s  faving  the  Sotd. 

Que^L.  How  doth  Chrijifave  the  foul?  ,    - 

jfnfw.  By  vifiting  inwardly,  knocking  inwardly,  appearing  inwardly,  caufing 
the  light  of  life  to  Chine  inwardly,  and  fo  enlightening  and  quickening  inward- 
ly, breaking  the  ftrength  c£  the  enemy  inwardly,  and  bringmg  out  of  the  re- 
gion and  fliadow  of  darknefs  inwardly,  into  the  region  and  path  of  light.  By 
the  light  and  power  of  his  Spirit  he  begets  a  child  of  light ;  which  child  of 
light  he  brings  out  of  Egypt,  the  dark  land ;  out  o£  Sodom,  the  filthy  un- 
clean land ;  out  of  BabykMi,  the  land  and  city  crif  confufion  (where  the  Spirit  of 
the  living  God,  and'  the  holy  order  of  life,  and  his  precious  government  in 
the  heart,  is  not  {o  much  as  known),  and  brings  him  into  the  light,  wKere 
he  and  his  Father  dwells.  And  this  child  of  light  is  not  of  the  nature  of 
darknefs,  but  light  in  the  Lord,  and  walks  in  the  light,  as  he  is  in  the 
light ;  and  by  the  further  fliining  and  working  of  the  light  and  life  in  him, 
he  preferves  and  favcs  him  daily  more  and  more. 
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XVI.  Conca-fiing  Regeneratkn^  or  the  NewSirtb. 

'Qucft.  Wbaf  is  regenerati^y  or  the  new-Urlb  f 

Anfw.  It  is  an  inward  cliange^  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Jivii^ 
God,  into  his  own  nature.  It  is  a  being  begotten  ot  his  Spirit,  bora  of 
his  Spirit ;  begotten  into,  and  born  of  the  very  nature  of  his  Spirit,  (nal 
which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit ^  is  Spirit ^  John  iii.)  It  is  not  every  change  of 
mind  which  is  the  right  change ;  but  only  that  which  God,  by  the  very 
fame  power  wherewith  he  raifed  our  Lord  Je(us  Chrift  from  the  graved,  makes 
in  the  hearts  of  thofe  whom  he  vifits  *,  who  are  fenlible  of,  receive,  and  are 
fubjedt  to  his  inward  life,  light,  and  power. 

XVII.  Concerning  true  Holinefs. 

Queft.  What  is  true  holinefs  ? 

Anfw.  That  holy  nature,  and  thofe  holy  adions,  which  arile  from  the  hdy 
root ;  all  elfe  are  but  imitadons  of  holinefs,  not  the  true  holinefs.  T)^ 
tree  mud  be  made  good  firft,  and  then  the  fruit  will  be  good  alio.  There 
are  many  likenefles  of  the  true  holinefs  up  and  down  in  feverat  profeflions  ; 
but  there  ;s  no  real  holinefs  to  be  found,  nor  righteoufhefs  neither,  but  in 
the  trees  of  God's  planting,  in  the  branches  which  are  by  htm  ingrafted 
into  the  true  vme  and  olive-tree,  whofe  ftrength  of  virtue  and  holinefs  lies  in 
the  fap,  which  they  daily  receive  from  him. 

XVIII.  Concerning  Cbrijl^s  Works  outwardly  in  the  Days  of  bis  Flefh^ 
and  inwardly  in  the  Day  and  inward  Shining  of  the  Light  of  his 
Spirit  in  the  Heart. 

Queft.  Which  are  greater^  the  works  which  Chrift  did  outwardfy  on  the  bodies 
of  men  in  the  days  ofhisfUfh^  or  which  he  doth  inwardly  in  mens  minds  andjpi- 
rits  by  the  powerful  appearance  and  operation  of  his  Spirit  f  Becaufe  Chrift  faid, 
the  works  that  he  did^  tbcfe  that  believed  on  himfl)ould  do^  and  greater  alfo^  be- 
caufe he  went  to  the  Father^  John  xiv.  12. 

Anfw.  Doubdefs  to  reach  to  the  foul,  and  quicken  the  foul,  and  raife 
the  foul  out  of  the  grave  of  death,  and  cure  the  blindneft,  deafnefs,  hanf- 
nefs,  and  difeafes  of  the  foul,  is  greater  than  the  outward,  and  was  fignified 

by  the  outward. 

1 

XIX.  Concerning  the  Tokey  orCrofsofCbriJi. 

Queft.  What  is  the  yoke  or  crofs  of  Chrift  ? 

Anfw.  Ic  is  inward,  as  that  which  is  to  be  cracified  is  chiefly  inward.  It 
is  that  gift  of  God,  that  light  of  his  Spirit,  which  is  contrary  to  the  dark- 

ncfs. 
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nefs,  contrary  to  all  that  is  corrupt ;  which  wills  and  wars  againft  it ;  and 
being  received,  fubjeded  to,  and  borne  patiently,  takes  away  the  life  of 
the  flefh,  the  will  and  wifdom  of  the  flefh,  and  all  the  fubtil  reafbnings  and 
devices  of  the  fieOily  part ;  and  io  that  languifhes  and  dies,  and  God^s  plant 
is  eafed  of  it  -,  and  the  foul  abiding  under  this  crofs,  comes  into  the  true, 
pure,  and  perfedt  liberty,  where  it  hath  fcope  unto  holinefs,  freedom  unto 
righteoufneis,  and  is  in  ftrait  bonds  and  holy  chains  from  all  liberty  to  the 
flefh,  and  from  all  unholinels  and  unrighteoufnefs  of  every  kind. 

XX.  Concerning  making  our  Calling  and  EleSiion  fure. 

Queft.  Hew  may  a  man  make  bis  calling  and  eleStion  fure  ? 

Anfw.  By  making  the  gift  of  God  fure  to  him ;  by  making  that  fure  to  him 
wherein  his  calling  and  ele6bion  is.  For  the  choice  is  of  the  feed,  the  holy 
feed^  the  inward  feed,  the  feed  of  God's  Spirit,  and  of  the  creature  as  joined 
to  the  feed,  God  would  have  none  to  peri(h ;  but  would  have  all  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  Chrill  the  truth,  who  is  the  feed,  in  whom  the  ele6tion 
ftands  :  and  Iiis  holy  advice  to  men  is,  whom  he  begins  to  call  and  to  lead 
towards  the  election,  to  make  their  calling  and  eleSion  fure.  So  that  the 
way  of  making  the  calling  and  eleftion  fure  is,  to  make  the  gifr  fure,  the 
feed  fure,  the  leaven  fure,  the  pearl  fure,  which  God  will  never  rejcft,  nor 
any  that  are  found  in  true  union  with  it,  and  in  the  love  and  obedience  of 
it.  Oh  !  therefore,  as  God  vifits  with  power  (with  his  powerful  gift)  and  as 
thou  rcceiveft  power,  dominion,  and  authority  over  fin  (for  in  this  gift  is 
God's  dominion  and  authority  revealed)  be  faithful  to  the  gift,  be  faithful 
to  the  power,  give  up  to  the  truth  in  the  inward-parts,  come  into  it,  dwell 
in  it,  that  thou  mayft  feel  its  virtue  and  delivering  nature  from  every  cn- 
flaving  and  embondaging  thing,- %nd  then  ftand  faft  in  the  liberty  where- 
with Chrift  the  Lord  (by  the  life,  virtue,  and  power  of  his  truth)  fets  thee 
free.  And  fo  here  thou  wilt  read  thy  calling,  and  read  thy  cleftion  day 
by  day ;  and  find  them  fealed,  and  fure  to  thee,  in  that  truth,  in  that  gift, 
in  that  heavenly  light,  in  that  holy  feed,  which  came  from  God,  and  is  of 
him,  and  which  he  delights  to  own,  and  will  never  rejcdl. 

XXI.  Concerning  Prayer. 

Queft.  What  is  the  true  prayer  ? 

Anfw.  The  breathings  which  arife  from  the  true  birth,  from  the  living 
fcnfe  which  God  gives  to  the  true  birth  \  thefe  are  the  true  prayer.  There  is 
a  Spirit  of  prayer  and  fupplication  given  by  God  to  his  children  to  wreflle 
and  prevail  with  him  by.  All  prayer  that  arifes  from,  and  is  given  by, 
that  Spirit,  is  true  prayer ;  all  other  prayer  is  not  right  and  true,  but  at 
beft  but  an  imitation  of  the  true.  JVe  know  not  what  to  fray  for  as  we  ought  \ 
but  the  Spirit  maketb  inter cejjion  for  us  with  groanings  which  cannot  be  uttered. 
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Mark ;  die  vtrj  gmamiiigs  that  mme  fiom  God's  Spirit,  from  \m  breathing 
and  work  upon  the  heart,  are  right  pra/ers  in  God's  fight  \  but  other  fighs 
and  groans  are  not  &>. 

s    ■ 

XXIi.  Concerning  Repentance. 

Quell.  Which  is  (he  true  repentance  ? 

Anfw,  That  which  Chrift  gives,  whom  God  bath  exalted  to  be  tli^  prince 
and  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  forgivenefs  of  fins,  ABsy.  gi.  It  is 
not  in  man's  power  to  repent;  his  heart  is  hard  and  impenitent.  It  is 
God's  power  which  melteth,  tendereth,  and  changeth  the  heart.  So  that 
there  is  a  great  diflference  between  the  fenfe  and  forrow  of  man's  nature, 
and  the  fenfc  and  ibrrow  which  God  gives  to  the  heart  which  he  renews  and 
changes.  The  one  is  of  an  earthly,  the  other  of  a  heavenly,  nature.  The 
one  is  like  the  early  dew,  or  morning  cloud,  it  ibon  pafleth  away  \  the  other 
is  written  in  the  new  heart,  and  abideth.  So  that  in  it  i^ere  is  a  real 
forrow  and  mourning  over  the  corrupt  nature,  and  all  the  dead  works  of 
the  fiefii,  and  a  turning  from  them,  and  meddling  no  more  with  them. 
This  is  the  repentance  of  the  renewed-ones,  which  is  the  g^  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  unto  them,  and  is  a  godly  forrow  for  fin  not  to  be  repented  of. 

XXIIL  Concerning  Faith. 

Queft.  What  is  the  true  faith  f 

Anfw.  It  is  a  belief  in  the  power  which  faves,  from  a  true  fenfe  and  ex- 
perience of  it  in  the  heart.  For  the  power  wMch  faves  muft  firft  manifeft 
itfelf,  before  it  can  be  believed  in ;  and  how  doth  it  manifeft  itfelf,  but  by 
ihining  in  the  heart,  which  hath  been  darkened  by  tranfgreffion,  to  open 
the  eye  of  the  underftanding,  which  the  god  of  the  world  hath  blinded, 
and  to  unftop  the  deaf  ear,  and  fb  it  begets  and  creates  fomewhat  capable 
to  receive  its  further  manifeftadon.  The  fcripture  (peaks  of  a  new  creation 
in  Chrift.  Indeed  all  true  believers  are  {o :  and  they  have  the  ability,  the 
faculty,  the  power  of  believing  from  him  who  creates  them  anew.  There 
is  that  which  is  called  faith  in  unregenerate  men ;  but  that  is  not  the  faith 
I  am  now  fpeaking  of,  but  that  which  is  the  gift  of  God  to  his  own  birth, 
to  his  own  begotten.  To  you  it  is  given  not  only  to  believe^  &c.  Phil.  i.  29. 
Mark :  //  is  given  to  believe.  Oh !  this  holy  gift !  this  faith  of  the  new-buth 
b  the  faith  which  pleafeth  God,  prevaileth  with  him,  purifieth  the  heart  to 
which  it  is  given,  giveth  accefs^  to  God,  intereft  in  his  power  and  promifes^ 
and  viAory  over  the  worldly  nature,  and  over  all  the  foul's  enemies.  BId&d 
be  the  Lord  for  beftowing  and  increafing  it  in  the  hearts  of  his  children. 
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XXIV.  Concerning  Obedience, 

» 

Queft.  What  is  pMimce  f   . 

jtnjwer.  The  obedience  which  flows  from  the  true  underftanding  of  God's 
inll,  and  from  the  holy  nature  which  he  begets  in  the  heart.  It  is  the 
obedience  which  flows  from  true  fenfe,  true  underftanding,  and  true  faith. 
There  is  no  birth  can  believe  aright  but  one  \  nor  is  there  any  birth  can 
obey  aright,  but  that  birth  which  believes  aright.  The  true  believing  is 
from  the  quickening  virtue  of  God's  Spirit  (all  other  faith  is  but  dead  faith); 
and  the  true  obedience  is  in  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit,  Rom.  vi.  4.  and  vii. 
6.  Man  may  ftrive  to  underftand  and  obey  all  his  days ;  but  he  can  do 
neither,  but  as  he  is  quickened,  uught,  and  enabled  ox  the  Lord,  ^eacb 
me^  0  Lordy  the  way  ^thyftiUuies^VbX.  cxol.  33.  There  is  a  myftical  path 
of  life.  The  way  of  wiidom,  the  way  of  holinefi,  the  hxAy  (kill  ci  obey* 
ing  the  .truth,  is  hid  from  all  living,  from  all  mankind,  but  fuch  as  are  be- 
gotten and  brought  up  by  him  in  the  holy  (kill  and  myftery  of  fubgedtion 
to  the  Lord  Tby  people  pall  be  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  tby  power.  It 
b  the  power  of  God  that  works  the  will  in  the  heart,  and  the  fame  power 
works  to  do  alfb^  and  none  can  learn  either  to  will  or  to  do  aright,  but  as 
they  come  to  be  acquainted  with  that  power,  joined  to  that  power,  and  feel 
that  power  working  in  them.  And  here,  in  this  power,  to  this  new-birth» 
faith  and  the  holy  obedience  are  as  natural,  as  unbelief  and  dilbbedience  are 
to  the  birth  of  the  flefli.  It  is  frequently  and  abundandy  experienced  by 
his  holy  birth,  by  the  chikl  of  his  begetting.  Bleffed  be  the  name  of 
the  Lord.  ,.. 

XXV.  Concerning  Jufiification* 

Queft.  fflkit  is  Jnjiifieatianj  or  bow  is  a  manjnftified  in  the  fight  of  God  f 
Anfw.  By  a  true  fenfe  of,  and  faith  in,  that  which  juftifies ;  which  is  the 
Spirit,  the  Hfe,  the  water,  the  Uood,  the  virtue,  the  power  of  the  Lord 
Jefus.  All  thefe  are  one  in  nature,  and  they  go  together.  Man  is  finful 
naturally,  fallen  from  God,  found  a  tranfgreflbr  againft  him.  Now  he 
needs  juftification  from  his  fins,  and  he  needs  juftification  in  refpeft  of 
what  God  hath  intruflsd  him  with,  and  requires  of  him  ;  and  in  the  new- 
birth,  and  jilting  to  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  he  meets  with 
both.  Being  quickened  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  turned  from  the  darkneft, 
coming  into  the  light,  and  walking  in  the  light  -,  there  his  fins  are  done 
away,  blotted  out,  as  if  they  had  never  been,  for  his  name's  fake  -,  and  there 
he  receiveth  a  new  ability,  a  new  heart,  a  new  Spirit,  yea,  the  Spirit  of  the 
living  God,  to  quicken  him,  and  work  in  him  ;  and  whatever  he  doth  in 
this  SjMrit  (or  n^her  what  God  doth  by  him,  in  and  through  this  Spirit)  it 
juftified,  owned,  and  accepted.     God  finds  no  fault  in  any  of  the  fruits  of 
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his  own  Spirit  (in  any  of  the  children  of  men),  but  only  in  the  fruits  of  the 
flefli.  And  if,  for  want  of  w^chfulnefe^  the  enemy  (hould  prevail,  and 
draw  into  a  fnarc ;  yet  upon  turning  to  the  light  of  God's  Holy  Spirit, 
which  difcovers  and  reproves  for  it,  in  the  holy  light  the  water  flows,  the 
blood  is  fprinkled,  the  confcience  is  cleanfed,  and  fo  becomes  clean  even 
in  God's  fight.  Oh !  bleflcd  is  he  who  is  not  deceived  with:  dead  notions- 
of  juftification,  but  feels  the  juftification  which  comes  from  God,  and  is 
accompanied  with  a  living  fenfe,  and  with  the  tcftimony  of  his  Holy  Spirit. 

XXVI.  Concerning  good  Works. 

Queft.  What  are  good  works? 

Anfw.  The  works  that  flow  from  God's  good  Spirit,  the  works  that  are 
wrought  in  God,  they  are  good  works.  The  works  of  the  new-birth,  of 
the  new  creature,  are  good  works  -,  whereas  ail  the  works  of  the  flefh  are 
bad,  though  never  fo  finely  painted.  All  its  thoughts,  imaginations,  rea- 
ibnings,  willings,  runnings,  hunting  to  find  out  God  and  heavenly  things, 
with  all  its  facrifices,  are  corrupt  and  evil,  having  of  the  bad  leaven,  of 
the  bad  nature  in  them.  Make  the  tree  good,  or  its  fruit  can  never  be 
good  \  fo  that  they  are  only  the  good  works  that  flow  from  the  good  tree, 
from  the  good  root.  And  here  all  the  works  of  the  flefli,  though  never  fo 
glorious  and  taking  in  man's  eye,  are  fliut  out  by  God's  meafure,  by  God's 
line  and  plummet  of  righteoufnefs  and  true  judgment ;  and  every  work  of 
God's  Spirit,  the  meanefl:  work  of  faith,  the  leafl;  labour  of  true  love,  the 
leafl:  fliining  of  life  in  the  heart,  and  the  giving  up  thereto,  is  owned  by  God 
as  coming  from  him,  andiwrought  in  him,  who  worketh  both  to  will  and 
to  do,  of  his  own  good  pleafure.  He  that  is  gathered  to  the  light  which 
God  hath  enlightened  him  with,  hath  received  the  light,  dwelleth  in  the 
light,  and  walketh  in  the  light  -,  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God  is  near  him, 
and  dwelleth  with  hiniy  and  worketh  inhim.^  and  he  bringeth  his  deeds  to 
the  light,  where  it  is  manifeft  that  they  are  wrought  in  God'.  But  he 
that  is  out  of  the  inward  light  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  his  works  are  not 
wrought  in  God,  and  fo  can  but  make  a  fair  fliew  in  the  flefh  (to  the  fleflily 
eye)  but  are  not  good  in  God's  fight.  The  erring  man's  way  and  workis 
are  ofren  right  in  his  own  eyes ;  ah  !  but  bleflfed  is  he  whofe  way  and  works 
are  good  and  right  in  the  eye  of  the  Lord,  in  the  judgment  of  his  iearch* 
ing  unerring  light  and  Spirit.  •    ^ 

XXVIL  Concerning  Love.^ 

Queft.  Which  is  the  true  love  ? 

Anjkv.  The  love  which  arifeth  from  the  nature  which  God  begets,  and 
ftom  his  circumcifing  the  heart  from  the  other  nature.  Love. is  the  beau- 
tiful thing.    What  can  be  higher  expreflfed.  concerning  God  himfelf^  than 
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to  fay  he  is  love  ?  Love  is  greatly  commended  and  admired,  and  there  ar^ 
many  pretenders  to  it ;  but  none  have  the  true  love,  but  only  thofe  that  are 
born  of  God,  and  circumcifed  by  him.     ^he  Lord  thy  God  will  circumeife 
thine  hearty  and  the  heart  of  thy  feed^  to  lave  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine- 
heart  J  and  with  all  thy  foul^  that  thou  nur^eft  live^  Deut.  xxx.  6.     Mark : 
the  true  love  ariieth  from  the  true  circumcifion ;  and  the  more  a  man  comes 
to  have  his  heart  circumcifed  from  the  flefhly  nature,  and  to  grow  up  in 
the  pure  and  heavenly  nature,  the  more  he  loves.    God  is  love ;  and  the 
nigher  any  one  comes  to  him,  and  the  more  he  partakes  of  him,  the  more 
he  becomes  love  in  the  Lord,  and  the  more  he  is  taught  of  God  to  love  the 
Lord  his  God,  and  his  brethren  in  the  Spirit,  and  all  mankind  who  are  of 
his  blood  (for  of  one  blood  God  made  all  mankind)  according  to  the  flelh, 
or  according  to  a  natural  confideration. 

XXVin.  Concerning  Meeknefs  and  Patience. 

Queft.  What  is  the  true  meeknefs  and  patience  f 

Anfw.  The  meeknefs  and  patience  which  arifeth  fh}m  the  Lamb^s  na- 
ture. Deceit  will  put  on  an  appearance  of  love,  and  deceit  will  put  on 
alio  an  appearance  of  meeknefs  and  patience ;  but  it  cannot  put  on  the 
true  love,  the  true  meeknefs  and  patience :  that  is  only  learned  of  the 
Lamb,  and  received  of  him  by  receiving  of  his  Spirit  and  nature  from  him. 
And  oh !  how  precious  is  this !  how  fweet  is  it  felt  in  the  heart !  To  feel 
a  meek,  a  quiet,  a  patient  fpirit  in  the  midft  of  all  trials,  all  troubles,  all 
fears,  all  doubts,  all  temptations  of  every  kind.  Indeed  this  is  of  much 
price  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  and  alfo  in  the  eye  of  him  who  hath  re- 
ceived it  from  the  Lord,  and  enjoyeth  it  in  him,  and  polTelTeth  his  foul 
in  him. 

XXIX.  Concerning  the  Knowledge  of  the  new  Covenant. 

Queft.  fVhat  is  the  knowledge  of  the  new  covenant  f 

Anfw.  The  knowledge  which  is  given  by  God  to  the  new-birth :  for  to 
it  the  new  covenant  belongs,  and  the  knowledge  thereof.  Tlie  truly  be- 
gotten of  God,  the  true  difciples  of  Chrift,  to  them  it  is  given  to  know 
the  kingdom  of  God  j  but  to  others  it  is  not  given..  The  Jew  outward,  the 
firft  buth,  the  birth  after  the  flefti,  for  them  the  prieft's  lips  were  to  pre^ 
fcrve  knowledge,  and  they  were  to  feek  the  law  at  his  mouth ;  and  to  them 
■  God.  fcnt  prophets  to  fpeak  to  them,  and  taught  them  by  his  prophets: 
but  concerning  the  inward  Jews,  the  children  of  the  new  covenant,  the 
children  of  the  Jerufalem  which  is  above,  concerning  her  feed  it  was  pro- 
phefied,  that  they  all  Ihould  be  taught  of  the  Lord ;  they  all  (hould  hear  » 
and  know  the  voice  of  the  Ihepherd  himfelf ;  they  fhould  all  be  gathered 
to  the  (hephcrd  and  bifhop  of  the  foul,  and  taught  by  him.    So  that  in 
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this  new,  holy,  living  coreaanc,  God  hiinicdf  i^  the  fhepherd,  God  himfelf 
is  the  teacher,  not  only  of  tl^  greatcft,  but  of  the  very  leaft,  Htb.  viii. 
For  he  teacheth  them  all  to  know  the  Lord,  and  id  know  his  &)n,  and  to 
come  to  his  Son,  and  ,to  love  him  their  Father,  and  one  another.  So  that 
he  that  is  taught  of  God,  he  badi  the  true  knowledge,  the  living  know- 
ledge, the  fubftantial  knowledge,  the  knowledge  of  the  thing  ttfel^  of  the 
life  eternal  itfelf.  All  that  are  not  thus  taught  (but  learn  only  from  a  fite- 
ral  defcription  and*  relations  of  thii^)  have  not  the  knowledge  of  the  new 
covenant,  the  knowledge  of  the  t£ing  idelf  v  but  only  an  outward  know- 
ledge, fuch  as  the  firft  birth  may  catch  at,  by  hokl  on»  and  comprehoid. 

XXX.  Cmcerning  the  Fear  of  the  New  Covenant. 

Queft.  What  is  the  fear  of  the  new  covenant  f       , 

Anfw.  It  is  the  fear  which  God  puts  in  the  hearts  of  his  diildren ;  which 
fear  deanfeth  their  hearts,  and  keepeth  them  from  departing  from  their 
God.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  difierence  between  the  fear  which  may  be 
learned  6om  precepts  ftom  without,  and  the  fear  which  God  puts  in  the 
hearts  of  bis  children  from  a  root  of  life  within ;  which  fear  is  of  an  hea- 
venly n^ure^  zsA  is  the  free  g^t  of  God  to  his  own  heavenly  birth^  and 
none  elfe  \  which  no  man  can  poffibly  attain  by  any  thoughts  or  reafonmgs 
of  his  own,  but  only  1^  the  fprin^gs  k£  lite  from  God.  And  he  that 
would  have  this  fear»  muft  kiK>w  the  place  of  wifdom,  and  wait  there  for 
it ;  and  when  he  hath  it,  this  fear  will  fix>n  begm  to  make  him  wife  tt>- 
wards  felvation,  and  teach  him  to  depart  from  evil,  which  is  the  caufe  of 
deftrudion,  J  oh  rxsfia.  %%. 

XXXL  Concerning  Hope. 

Queft.  What  is  the  true  Hope? 

Anfw.  The  fray  of  the  mind  upon  the  Lord,  the  ftay  of  the  heavenly 
birth  upon  its  father:  for  we  muft  diftinguiih  between  hope  and  hope. 
There  is  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite,  or  fsdfe  birdi,  which  ifaall  perilh ;  and 
tlie  hope  of  die  true  birth,  which  will,  never  fail  it,  nor  make  it  afliamed ; 
becaufe  that  birth  is  taught  of  God  to  hope  ariahc  Now  in  hope,  there 
is  both  the  ground  of  it,  and  the  hope  itfelf.  The  ground  of  the  hope  is 
God's  k)ve,  God's  truth,  God's  faithfulneis^  God's  grace,  his  feed,  his 
Chriit  felt  within  \  being  oi  him,  united  to  him,  in  him,  he  in  me :  here  is 
the  ground  of  my  aflfurance  of  the  everlafting  ^ry  and  inheritance,  which 
is  fure  to  the  feed,  and  to  all  that  are  of  ana  in  the  feed.  So  knowing 
Chriil  within  me,  feeling  Chrift  within  me,  living  in  him,  and  he  in  me, 
I  have  an  anchor  fure  and  fledfaft  within  the  veil,  which  no  (terms,  no  tem* 
pefts,  no  trials,  no  temptations,  prefent  or  to  come^  have  power  over  me. 
And  then  thejre  is  the  hope,  or  hoping  itfdf ;  that  is»  the  fbr]nng  of  the  mind 
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upon  the  Lord,  the  leaning  upon  the  Lord,  the  retiring  beyond  all  thoughts^ 
or  reafonings,  or  lookings  out,  to  the  inward  life ;  to  feel  fomewhat  fpring 
from  it,  for  the  foul  to  hope  or  truft  in,  beyond  all  outward  appearance. 
And  this  hope  never  deceives  nor  makes  afhamed  thofe  who  are  taught  di 
God  thus  to  flay  their  minds  upon  him.  Nay,  though  the  Hate  be  dark*- 
nefs,  and  no  light  ieen ;  yet  beneath  the  darknefs  there  is  fomewhat  to  ftay 
the  mind  of  the  child  and  fervant  of  the  Lord  till  he  appear,  and  caufe 
light  to  break  out  of  obfcurity ;  for  light  is  fown  for  the  righteous,  and  joy 
for  the  upright,  even  in  their  darkcft,  faddeft,  and  moft  diftrefled  con- 
ditions ;  in  all  which  the  Lord  is  near  them,  and  there  is  ftill  ground  for 
them  to  hope  in  him« 

XXXIL  Concerning  Peace. 

Queft.  WJncb  is  the  true  peace  f 

Anfw.  The  peace  which  God  fpeaks  to  the  foul  -,  the  peace  which  Chrift 
gives  to  his  own  difciples.  The  way  of  truth,  the  way  of  life  leads  to 
peace ;  and  the  peace  which  is  found  therein  is  of  God's  giving,  and  is  the 
true  peace.  Firft,  G^  breathes/  upon  the  heart,  begets  a  right  birth,  a 
true  child ;  then  he  k^s  him  into  the  holy  way,  the  righteous  way ;  from 
that  which  loads  and  burdens,  to  that  wherein  is  the  eafe  and  reft.  Thus 
in  the  believing  and  following  him  there  is  joy  and  peace.     This  is  ex- 

Tienced  by  all  the  true  travellers,  and  by  none  elie.  No  man,  with  all 
lis  wiidom,  knowledge,  and  underftanding,  can  9^  much  as  guefs  at  what 
this  peace  is.  The  peace  of  God,  the  peace  which  he  fpeaks  to  his  chil- 
dren, the  nature  of  it,  the  fweetnefs  or  it,  the  heavenlinefs  of  it,  paiieth 
man's  underftanding  -,  but  he  who  is  bom  from  above,  who  hath  a  new 
and  heavenly  underftanding,  he  knoweth  the  nature,  excellency^  and  pre- 
cioulhefs  of  it ;  and  would  not  for  all  this  world,  for  any  fear,  or  danger,  or  ex- 
peAation  of  any  thing  from  without,  hazard  the  breaking  off  this  precbus 
peace  and  tcft  of  his  foul  in  his  God. 

XXXIIL  Concerning  Joy. 

Queft!  Which  is  the  true  joy  f 

Anfw.  The  joy  which  flows  from  God's  prefence,  and  the  work  of  hb 
power  in  the  heart,  and  the  affured  expeAation  which  he  gives  of  the  full 
inheritance  and  glory  of  life  everlafting.  When  the  bridegroom  is  pre- 
fent,  when  the  foul  is  gathered  home  to  him,  married  to  him,  in  union  with 
him,  in  the  holy  living  feltowfliip  -,  when  he  appears  againft  the  eneniies  of 
the  foul,  rifing  up  againft  them,  breaking,  fcattering  them,  and  giving  of 
his  good  things,  filling  with  life,  filling  with  fove,  filling  with  virtue,  feaft- 
ing  the  foul  in  the  prefence  of  the  Father ;  oh !  what  fweet  joy !  oh ! 
what  fuUncfs  of  joy  is  there  then  in  the  heart  I  In  thy  prefence  isfullmfs  ef 
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joyy  and  at  thy  rigbt-band  are  pkafiires  for  evermore^  faid  the  pfalmift,  Pf.iCfu 
II.  Surely  he  had  bad  a  taftc  of  the  thing,  he  had  been  in  God's  prefence, 
and  that  made  him  cry  out,  Caji  me  not  aWay  from  thy  prefencCy  Pfal,  li.  1 1. ; 
and  he  had  drank  of  the  river  of  God's  pleafure,  which  is  at  his  right- 
hand,  which  made  him  fpeak  fo  lenfibly  of  it,  PfaL  xxxvi.  8.  and  xlvi.  4. 
Chrift  faid  to  his  difciples,  that  becaufe  of  his  going  away  they  fliould 
have  forrow ;  but  he  would  fee  them  again,  and  their  heart  (hould  rejoice, 
and  their  joy  ho  man  (hould  take  from  xhtm^Jobn  xvi.  22.  How  or  when 
was  this  fulfilled  ?  What  were  they  forry  for  ?  Was  it  not  the  lofs  of  his 
outward,  prcfcnce,  which  had  been  fo  fweet  and  comfortable  to  them? 
How  would  he  come  to  them  again  ?  Was  it  not  by  the  Comforter  ?  Was 
it  not  by  his  inward  and  fpiritual  prefence  ?  So  that  he  that  was  with 
them  (hould  be  in  them  ?  Before  they  knew  Chrift  with  them  •,  now  they 
(hould  know  Chrift  in  them ;  the  Father  in  them,  and  they  in  him ;  Imma- 
nuel,  the  gofpel  ftate,  God  with  us,  dwelling  with  us,  tabernacling  in  us, 
living  in  us,  walking  in  us,  and  we  living  and  walking  in  him.  When 
the  apoftles  came  to  this  (late,  then  they  came  to  witneis  the  joy  in  the 
•Holy  Ghoft,  even  the  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory.  And  hence  it  is 
that  the  gofpel  (late  1$  a.  ftate  of  joy  and  rejoicing  in  the  Lord,  even  in  his 
^orious  living  prefence,  and  in  the  glory  of  his  p^^r.  For  in  the  gof- 
pel ftate  the  true  light  fiiines  inwardly  in  the  heart,  the  life  is  manifefted ; 
and  being  nvinifefted,  they  that  come  into  the  manifeftation  of  it,  conae 
into  the  holy  union,  and  into  the.  holy  fellowfhip  with  the  Father  and  Son, 
where  ,the  joy  is,  and  where  the  joy  is  full ;  where  the  power  is  revealed 
which  does  away  that  which  is  contrary  to  the  holy  feUow(hip,  and  hinders 
.the  holy  joy  and  rejoicing  in  the  Lord.  See  i  John  i.  3,  4. 

XXXIV.  Concerning  Poverty  of  Spirit  and  Humility. 

Queft.  Which  is  the  right  poverty  of  fpirit^  and  the,  true  humility  f 
Anfw.  That  poverty  and  humility  of  fpirit  which  fpringeth  from  the  fame 
root  from  which  the  faith,  the  love,  the  peace,  the  joy,  and  the  other  hea- 
venly things  arife  \  and  is  of  the  fame  nature.  There  is  a  voluntary  hu- 
mility, and  a  voluntary  poverty,  even  of  fpirit,  which  man  cafts  himfclf 
into,  and  forms  in  himfelf,  by  his  own  workings  and  reafonings.  This  is 
not  the  true,  but  the  falfe  ima^e,  or  counterfeit  of  the  true;  but  then 
there  is  a  poverty  which  arifeth  trom  God's  emptying  the  creature,  from 
God's  ftripping  the  creature;  and  an  humility  which  arifeth  from  a  new 
heart  and  nature.  Thi&  of  the  right  kind,  and  is  lafting,  afid  abides  in 
the  midft  of  the  riches  and  glory  of  the  kingdom.  For  as  Chrift  was  poor 
in  fpirit  before  his  Father,  and  lowly  in  heart  in  the  midft  of  all  the  full- 
nefs  which  he  received  from  him ;  (b  it  is  with  thofe  who  are  of  the  fame 
birth  and  nature  with  Chrift.  They  are  filled  with  humility,  and  cloat  hed 
with  humility,  in  the  nudft  of  all  the  gsaces  and  heavenly  riches  which  God 

fills 
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fiUs  tfaetn  and  adorns  them  with.  Keep  in  the  faith,  keep  in  the  truth, 
keep  in  the  light,  keep  in  the  power ;  it  excludes  boafling  in  or  after  the 
fleih,  and  keeps  the  mind  in  that  humility  and  poverty  of  Ipirit  which 
God  hath  brought,  and  daily  further  and  further  brmgs  it  into ;  and  io  the 
humility  and  poverty  remains  (poor  in  Ipirit  for  ever,  humble  in  fpirit  for 
ever,  nothing  before  the  Lord  for  ever)  even  as  that  remains  which  brought 
into  that  frame,  and  keeps  in  that  frame  for  ever.  And  fo  the  Lord  of  life  is 
only  exalted,  and  the  creature  kept  abafed  before  him,  and  low  for  ever ; 
and  is  nothing  but  as  the  Lord  pleafeth  to  (ill,  and  make  it  tq  be  what  it  is. 
So  what  J  am,  I  am  by  God's  love,  by  his  ^race,  by  his  mercy,  by  his  good- 
nefs,  by  his  power,  by  his  wifdom,  by  his  righteoufnefs,  by  his  holinefs, 
which  he  of  his  own  good  pleafure  communicateth,  and  caufcth  to  fpring  iu 
me,  and  fiUeth  and  cbatheth  me  with,  as  fefcmeth  good  in  his  fight. 

The    CONCLUSION. 

THERE  is  mention  made  in  the  book  of  the  Revelations^  in  the 
epiftlcs  from  Chrift  to  the  feven  churches  of  Afia, ,  of  a  tree ,  of  life, 
which  is  in  the  midft  of  the  paradife  of  God  fthe  fruit  whereof  is  good  for 
food,  ^nd  the  leaves  thereof  for  the  healing  of  the  naticHis) ;  and  of  hidden 
manna,  and  a  white  fione,  and  in  the  (tone  a  new  name  written,  which 
none  knoweth  but  he  that  receiveth  it ;  and  of  a  moming-fbr  to  be  g^ven,' 
and  power  over  the  nations,  to  rule  their  fpirit,  even  as  Chrift  hath  re- 
ceived of  his  Father ;  and  of  being  cloathed  in  white,  and  his  name  con<- 
fcffed  'before  the  Father,  (This  is  the  (heep  of  my  fold,  the  child  of  my 
Father's  begetting,  who  is  named  by  me  among  the  living,  I  know  him 
by  his  name,  John  x.  3.) ;  as  alfo  of  his  being  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  God, 
and  of  going  no  more  out,  but  bearing  the  name  of  God,  and  the  name  of 
the  city  of  God,  the  new  Jerufalem  (which  cometh  down  from  God  out  of 
heaven) ;  and  of  Chrift*s  new  name  (oh  !  what  is  that !)  and  of  fitting  with 
Chrift  in  his  throne.  This  is  the  generation  of  fpiritual  kings,  who  have  a 
fpiritual  kingdom,  and  a  fpiritual  throne,  even  Chrift's  kingdom,  and  Chrift's 
throne,  the  royal  priefthood  of  God.  Oh!  precious  things !  Oh!  rich  glory ! 
Surely  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of 
men  to  conceive  what  thefc  things  are. 

Now  he  that  would  witnefs  thefe  things ;  he  that  would  know,  experi- 
ence, and  enjoy  thefe  things,  muft  mind  that  feed  in  which  they  are  wrapped 
up,  as  in  a.  feed,  and  out  of  which  they  ipring,  and  (hoot  forth.  The  king- 
dom is  in  the  feed,  the  throne  in  the  feed,  the  power  in  the  feed.  He  that 
is  united  to  the  feed,  and  abideth  in  the  feed,  receiveth  power  from  the 
feed,  and  overcometh,  he  fliall  inherit  all  thmgs  •,  and  I  will  be  his  God,  and 
he  ftuitifcie?^;jny.fon.  Rev.  xxi.  j.  But  he  that  will  be  fo,  muft  not  be  fearful 
or  unbelievingiof  oyercoming  fin,  or  his  fouFs  enemies  \  but  muft  depend 
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upon  the  almighty,  and  all-fufficient  power  of  God,  which  wiU  give  him 
vidory  over  fin,  and  keep  him  that  he  touch  no  unclean  thing ;  that  he  may 
be  holy,  as  the  Lord  his  God  is  holy ;  and  righteous,  even  as  the  Lord  his 
God  is  righteous.  Indeed  it  becometh  the  heavenly  children  to  partake  of 
the  divine  life,  of  the  heavenly  nature  of  their  Father,  and  be  like  him. 
And  he  that  partaketh  of  his  nature,  of  his  holinefs,  Heb.  xiL  lo.  is  holy, 
as  he  is  holy :  and  he  that  from  the  holy  root  of  purity  and  righteoufoefe, 
doth  righteoufnefs  *,  is  righteous,  even  as  he  is  righteous,  i  John  iii.  7.  So 
it  is  written  without,  and  fo  it  is  teftified  within,  by  him  that  is  boro  of 
God,  in  whom  the  feed  itOTaineth,  winch  ovcrcometh  the  wicked  one,' 
bruifeth  him  and  keepeth  him  under :  and  the  juft  live  by  the  faith  which 
giveth  viftory  over  him. 


Some   EXPERIENCES   added- 

L  Concerning  tbe  Seed  of  the  Kingdom. 

CONCERNING  the  feed  of  the  kingdom,  this  I  ha^e  cj^perienced  •» 
that  it  confifls  not  in  words  or  notions  of  the  mind,  but  is  an  mward 
thing,  an  inward  fpiritual  fiibftaace  in  the  heart,  as  real  inwardly  in  its 
kind,  a&  other  feeds  are  outwardly  in  their  kind :  and  that  being  received 
by  faith,  and  taking  root  in  man  (his  hearty  bis  .eartl>,  being  pk)ughed  up 
and  prepared  for  it)  it  groweth  up  inwardly,,  ai^d  bnngeth  fcwrth  fruit  in- 
wardly, as  truly  and  really  as  any  outward  feed  doth  outwardly.  This  feed 
is  known  W  its  coMcariety  and  enmity  againft  the  feed  of  tbe  ferpent ; 
againft  all  the  feeds  of  evil  in  the  hearts  of  men ;  it  difcoverin^  thern^ 
turning  the  mind  from  them,  and  warring  agwiib  them,  a^  broiling  and 
overcoming  them  in  all  that  receive  it,  and  let  in  its  holy  nature;  which, ^ as 
an  holy  leaven  or  fait,  worketh  out  that  which  is  unholy  and  xuirighteous, 
dark  and  dead,  and  feafoneth  with  Hgbt,  with  life,  with,  grace,  with  the 
faolineis  and  righteoufneis  of  tr\uh. 

IL  Concerning  the  SouPs  Food. 

The  foui's  food  is  that  which  nouriflieth  it,  which  is  the  £u»e  with  that 
which  giveth  it  life.  Every  word  proceeding  out  of  the  mouth  of  God,, 
every  motion,  every  quickening,  every  operation  of  his  Spirit  is  living,  and 
nourifheth  tl^  foul  with  lifo,  which  receiveth  it  and.  feedeth  oa  it.  The 
fpiritual  Manna,  the  fpiritual  Water,  from  the  Holy  Well  or  Fountain^  the 
Milk  of  t}ie  Word,  the  Flefli  and  Blood  of  tbe  Son  of  the  liviogrGod,  his 
words  which  are  fpirit  and  life,  nourifh  up  the  living  «l^h  .unto,  life 

everlafting. 
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everlai^ig*  How"  cocms  man  to  Uve  at  firft;.  but  by  hearing  the  voice  of 
him  that  giveth  life  ?  And  how  cotoes  man  to  live  afterwards,  and  to  increafe 
an  life^  but  bv  hearing  the  fame  voice  ftill  ?  Imline  your  ear^  and  come  un$q 
me:  bear^  am  your  foul Jhall Uve^  &c,  Ifa.  Iv*  3.  This  I  have  alfo  experienced 
CO  give  me  life,  to  nourifii  up  and  ftrengthen  me  in  life;  even  frcQi  h£e  com-t 
municated  from  the  living  Fountain  *,  and  fo  my  life  is  not  in  myfelf,  not  in  any 
thing  I  can  comprehend  concerning  Chrift  %  but  in  beii>g  joined  to  him,  it) 
being  ingrafted  into  him  the  holy  root,  into  hitn  the  true  olive-tree,  into  his 
Spirit :  and  fo  by  the  fap  that  fprings  up  into  me  from  htm,  my  life  is  main-^ 
tained  and  increased  in  me  daily.    Glory  to  his  natne  for  even 

IIL  Concerning  Gois  Power.  - 

Concerning  Gcd's  power,  this  I  litve  experiented ;  that  that  ts  it  which 
doth  tl^e  work  in  the  foul. .  It  begets  to  God,  it  brings  out  of  the  land 
of  darkfieis,  it  leaids  through  all  totanglements,  and  prefei^es  in  the  mtdft 
of  them. all.  It  breaks  down  the  old  building  of  fin  and  imquity  (both  in-^ 
wardly  add  outwardly,  both  in  heart,  tfid  aUb  in  life  and  conrerfation)  and 
raifeth  the  new  and  holy  buildmgc  Jt  makes  willing,,  it  makes  obedient,  . 
it  gives  to  believe,  it  gives  to  fuSen  Oh  1  bleflbd  be  the  Lord  for  the  day  of 
his  power,  which  is  inwardly  broken  forth !  Oh !  what  would  the  poot  child 
do,  (the  poor  Lambs  in  the  midfl:  of  the  Wolves,  inwardly  and  outwardly) 
were  it  not  for  the  Father's  band,  the  Father's  arm,  the  Father's  power, 
which  is  dill  with  them,  and  complffeth  them  about !  Oh !  bleffed  are  they 
that  know  the  miniftration  of  the  life  in  weirdly,  the  pdwer  of  life  inwat^dly ! 
For  in  life,  in  the  feed-  of  life,  is  the  htkf  power ;'  which  is  manifeft^ 
appears  and  works,  as  it  gains  ground  on.  the  creatvure,'  to  put  forth  and 
exerciie  in  it  the  virtue  and  ftrength  which  it  rdaily  receiveth  from  its 
Father. 

ly.  Cmcerning  Temptations. 

■ 

Concerning  temptations,:  tliis  I  have:  experienced ;  that  the  ftrength  and 
hurt  of  them,  as  to  the  foul,  lies  in  the  foul's  looking  at  them.  For  the 
ftrength  of  God  is  revealed  in- his  children  againft  the  tempter;  which  bemgpati^ 
ently  waited  for,  and  trufted  in,  will  never  tail  tfaen^  The  lead  babe,  the  Lord, 
would  not  have  lee  in  temptatioii  and  fin :  bm  wa»rh  to  that,  and  keep  joined  ta 
that,  which  will  preferve  oot  of  tempcationy  atxd  oat  of  fin.  God  is  ^thful, 
who  hath  care  of  all  his,  and  wbofe  prdmife  is  to  all  bis :  and  as  he  would 
have  none  fm  *,  fo  none  chat  diligendy  wait,  fliall  want  his  power  to  ftand  by; 
them,  to  prdcrve  out  of  fin.  Look  $Mo.mj  and  befavedy  ail  ye  ends  of  the 
earth.  It  is  univ^rfally  true.  Look  untb  me,  truft  in  me;  kx>k  no& 
at  yourfelves,  truft  not  in  yourfelves ;  look  not  at  the  enemy,  fear  not  the 

F  f  2  enemy ; 
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enemy  5  I  wUl  fave  you  from  every  foare,  every  temptatten,  as  vow  eye  is 
ftcdfaft  upon  me.  What  if  ihe  enemy  come  ii> liKe  a  flooil  ?  If  tnc  5pirit  of 
the  Lord  lift  up  a  ftandard  againft  him,  can  he  prevail  ?  What  though  he 
caft  fiery  darts  ?  What  though  be  Ibefet  round  about  ?  Will  not  the  ftiicld  of 
faith  quench  them  all  ? ,  Will  not  the  whole  armpur  of  God  defend  and  keep 
fafe  from  them  all  ?  If  the  enemy  be  refitted  lawfully,  (that  ii,.  in  trUe 
faith  in  that  power  which  is  engaged  for  the  £bul'  againtt  him)  dotiv  not  the 
power  of  the  Lord  arife  and  Icatter  him^  and  ftrengthert  and  eftabliQi  the 
foul  in  the  grace,  and  in  the  truth.?  Oh  J  the  holy  my  ftery  of  the  heavenly 
warfare,  and  of  tJie  working  of  the. pure  power  againii  the  enemy;  which 
overcomes  all  his  impurities,  and  keeps  clean  from  them !  Look  not  at  the 
enemy ;  let  not  in  the  reafonings  of  the  mind ;  keep  in  the  patience,  keep 
in  the  pure  fear,  in  the  holy  living  fenfe ;  be  only  what  thou  art  in  the  feed, 
in  the  new  birtiv  in  the  life  which  God  liitK  begotten  in  thee ;  then  art  thou 
fafe,  then  art  thou  in  the.  nartie  of  the  Lord,  which  is  the.  ftrong-  tower. 
The  enemy  indeed  may  make  a  xipiie  about  thee  with,  his  luf):s^  with  his 
temptations,  with .  his  floods, : with  his  .llorms,  with  h^  fiery  dart:?:: .  but  he 
cannot  enter  thy  habitation. :  The  ^irit.of  darknefs,  the  prince  of.darkneis, 
is  ihut  out  of  the  land  of  the  living;  :  Abide  thou  there :  dwell  in  the  light, 
and  walk  in  the  light,  as  God  is  in  the  light,  and  he  ihall  .never  have  power 
over  thcCi. 

« 
V.  Concerning  Frayer. 

I  have  experienced  prayer  to  be  the  breathing  of  that  birth  which  God 
begets,  to  the  Father  of  life  which  begat  it ;  who  by  his  Spirit  makes  known 
to  it  its  condition  and  wants,  and  gives  a  fuitable  fenle  of  heart,  and- cries 
to  it.  For  as  it  is  not  in. man.  to  beget  himfelf  to  God;  no  more  can  he 
pray  to  God  in  his  own  will  or  time,  but  as  God  pours  out  the  Spirit 
of  prayer  and  fupplication  upon  him,  and  by  his  Spirit  teacheth  and  helpcth 
him  to  pray  as  he  ougbt.  Becaujeyi  arefons^  God  bath  fent  forth  the  Spirit  of 
bis  Son  into  your  hearts^  crying  Abba^  Father.  I  have  had  a  fenfe  of  the 
natural  man,  arid  of  the  fptritualman;  and  of  the  cries  aod  prayers  of  each: 
and  this  I  have  been  tauglit  and  learned  of  God,  that  the  gofpel-prayer 
is  the  prayer  of  that  birth  which  is  begotten  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the 
gofpel  \  and  which  prays  in  the  Spirit,  and  in  the  fpringing  of  the  holy  life 
and  power;  whereby  it  righdy.  wreftles,  and  prevsuls  with  God,  obtaining 
the  mercies  and  bleffings  which,  it  wreftles  with  him  for.  For  to  this  child 
^re  is  accefs  from  God  in  the  faiths  through  that. holy  Spirit  of  life  which 
makes  way  for  it,  to  obtain  grace,  and  mercy  in  the  time  of  need.  And 
through  this  Spirit  it  prays  to  God,  and  prevails  with  him  on  the  behalf  of 
others  aUo.    Foe  the  prayen  of  the  righteous  avail  much^  as  it  is  written. 

VI. 
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VI.  Concerning  purification  and  SanSlification^  fame  things  'which  it 
batbpleafed  the  jLord,  in  his  tender  mercy y  to  give  me  to  experience. 

•  Firft,  That  it  is  the  fame  Chrift,  the  fame  Spirit,  the  fame  Life,  tlie  fame 
Wifdom,  the  fame  Power,  the  fame  Goodnefs,  Love  and  Mercy,  the  fame 
Water,  the  fame  Blood,  which  both  juftifies  and  fanftifies. 

Secondly,  That  juftification  and  fanftification  go  hand  in  hand  together. 
There  is  none  juftifiedj  but  he  that  iis  in  meafure  fanftified:  and  there  is 
none  fanftified,  but  he  that  is  in  fome  meafure  juftificd.  For  God  juftifieth 
by  a  rule  (by  the  new  covenant,  and  according  to  the  liw  thereof) ;  and  men 
receive  and  partake  of  juftification,  according  as  they  are  brought  into,  and 
keep  within,  the  compafs  of  that  rale.  For  God  adled  of  old  toward,  and 
juftified,  the  children  of  the  old  covenant  accordihg .  to  the  law  thereof; 
and  the  children  of  the  new  covenant  are  juftified,  and  partake  of  juftification, 
according  to  the  law  thereof. 

-  Thirdly,  That  juftification  and.fanftification  are  both  of  and  through  the 
grace.  Itisfo4n  the  beginning,  and  it  is  To  alV  along,  fy  grace  ye  are 
favedy  faith  the  apoftle.  The  whole  work  of  falvation  is  begun  and  carried 
on^  through  grace.  It  is  through  that,  God  vifits  and  reaches  to  the  foul, 
with  his  quickening  virtue  and  power.  He  regenerates  alfo  thereby. 
Through  that  he  juftifies  5  through  that  he  fanftifies,  &ff .  So  that  as  the 
work  goes  on,  grace,  grace,  is  to  be  cried  to  him  that  does  the  work,  fiom 
his  very  laying'  the  foundation  and  faftening  the  foul  thereupon,  to  his  very 
laying  on  of  the  top  ftone. 

Fourthly,  Though  juftification  and  fanftification  be  of  God's  grace  and 
mercy  in  Chrift  5  yet  this  doth  not  exclude  faith :  but  they  are  alfo  through 
fakh,  and  not  without  it.  God  doth  not  juftify  man  in  the  unbelieving 
ftate,  in  the  dead  ftatq,  in  his  abiding  there ;  but  in  the.  coming  out  of  it, 
in  the  repenting  and  turning  from  the  dead  works  to  th&  living  God,  and  in 
believing  in  him  :  and  fo.he  alfo  fan&ifies  him.. 

Fifthly,  Faith  and  obedience  are  of  the  fame  nature,  and  always  go^to- 
gether.  So  that  where-ever  there  is  faith,"  there  is  obedience  likewifc ;  and 
whcre-ever-  there  is  obedience,  there  is  faith.  Obedience  flows  fix)m  faith, 
and  cannot  be  without  it ;  for  the  very  nature  and  virtue  of  faith  is  in  it. 
And  faith  is  obedience.  For  this  is  the  command  of  God,  that  the  foul  be- 
lieve on  him  (and  in  his  appearances^)  whom  he  hath  fent  to  favc  •,  and  this 
believing  is  obedience  unto  him  that  commands  it.  And  this  faith,  and 
this  obedience,  is  holy  and  juft  in  God'^s  fight ;  and  through  it  (but  not 
without  it)  .the  foul  is  both  juftified  and  fanftified. 

Sixthly,  That  the  works  of  faith,  the  works  of  the  new  life,  arc  not  the 
works  of  the  law,  the  works  of  the  okl  covenant ;  nor  are  excluded  juftifi- 
cation, as  the  works  of  the  old  covenant  are.  For  I  have  found  the  Lord, 
who  hath  condemned  and  excluded  all. my  doings^,  which  ever  I  have  been^ 
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able  to  do  of  myfelf,  ftill  juftify  and  accept  what  his  Spirit  and  holy  power 
hath  done  in  me.  They  are  not  of  the  fame  nature  inthemfclvcs;  nor 
are  they  fo  accounted  of  in  the  eye  of  the  Lord.  For  the  Lord  diftinguilh- 
eth  between  root  and  root :  and  what  fpringeth  from  the  holy  root,  he  juf- 
tiiieth  as  holy  \  and  wliat  ariicth  from  the  unholy  root,  he  condemneth  as 
unholy. 

Seventhly,  That  by  the  law  of  faith  all  boafting  is  excluded,  in  the  whole 
work  both  of  juftification  and  fan^iHcation,  What  is  the  law  of  faith?  Is 
not  this  its  law,  to  fetch  all  from  the  Son,  to  do  all'  in  the  Son  ?  to  quit 
felf,  and  its  own  ability,  and  to  perform  all  in  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit, 
in  the  ability  which  is  of  God,  given  and  continued,  in  and  through  his 
grace  and  mercy,  to  the  foul  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  *,  all  the  veins  of  life, 
all  the  ftrc^ms  of  the  new  covenant  run  here.  Here  is  no  boafting  of  the 
creature ;  here  can  be  no  boafting :  for  all  its  ability  and  ftrength  is  ifauc 
out ;  and  that  which  is  given  ci  God  to  it,  is  all  and  doth  all.  Yet  every 
Jew  here  hath  praife  of  God.  His  faith  is  commended,  bis  love  is  com-* 
mended,  bis  faithfubiefs  is  commended,  his  zeal  for  the  Lord,  bis  obedi- 
ence to  the  Lord,  bis  patience  in  fuftering,  is  commended,  &r.  But  the 
praife  and  honour  ^  c^  all  redounds  not  to  his  flefti,  but  to  the  Spirit  and 
grace  of  God  in  hinv  So  that  here  flefh  ts  laid  low,  and  kept  in  the  duft: 
for  ever,  and  God  alonfe  exalted  ia  this  day  of  his  pure  power  in  the  heart* 
He  that  truly  believeth,  entereth  into  reft.  How  into  reft  ?  From  what 
doth  he  reft  ?  Why,  from  his  own  works,  from  the  works  of  the  flelh  i 
yea»  from  the  works  of  the  cdd  covenant  \  from  the  works  that  ari&  fi-om 
his  own  ability,  from  the  works  wherein  he  can  never  be  juftified  with  the 
gofpel;}uftificatiQn.  But  doth  he  ceafe  from  the  works  of  faith  ?  Doth  he 
ceaie  from  the  labour  of  love  ?  Doth  he  ceafe  from  obedience  to  any  thing 
that  God  requires  ?  Nay :  then  furely  he  rather  begiiuieth  to  work  and 
labour  in  the  vineyard  ^  and  his  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

VIL  Concerning  Faith. 

Several  things  I  have  experienced,  both  concerning  the  nature,  virtue, 
and  operations  of  it  ^  fome  ^htttof  (as  I  feel  them  fjMiflg  up  Mvii^y  in  my 
Iieart)  I  may  meatioQ  at  this  time. 

Firft,  This  I  have  often  experienced  ;^  that  it  is  an  h^  thing  truly  ud 
lightly  to  believe.  It  is  an  e^y  nMXet  to  believe  nodons  concerning  God, 
an4:CQQcerm^  Chrift :  but  to  believe  in  God,  to  believe  in  Chrift,  to  be- 
lieve in  hiim  that;,  r^i^ed  up  Jefus,  to  believe  in  the  Ught,  life,  and  power, 
which  flows  from  Jefus ;  this  indeed  is  hard,  by  reaibn  of  the  great  dark- 
nefs  and  ignorance  wtudh  man  is  £men  into  through  tranigieflion. 

Secondly,  I  have  experienced  this  alfo ;  that  £iith  is  God's  gift,  and  that 
if:  flows  from  the  power  oi  his  life.  There  is  flrft  a  quickening,  firft  a 
t;oucbijig.  of  ^  ^eart,  by  the  hsAj  pure,  power  of  the  l^d  5  and  when  a 
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man  is  tdached  and  quickened,  then  in  and  by  and  through  that  virtue 
which  flows  into  him,  he  can  believe  in  that  which  toucheth  and  quickeneth 
him.. 

Thirdly,  That  Faith  never  (lands  in  a  man's  own  power,  but  always  in 
the  virtue  and  power  of  the  life  of  the  Son.  So  that  he  that  will  believe 
aright,  muft  wait  to  feel  the  life  of  the  Son  revealed  in  him,  and  faith  flow- 
ing therefrom.  For  the  true  belief  fprings  from  the  life  of  the  holy  root ; 
and  from  the  flowing  up  and  fpringing  up  of  that  life,  faith  receives  its 
nourifhment  and  daily  virtue. 

Fourthly,  I  have  obfervcd  this  in  my  travels ;  that  the  earthly  wifdom, 
and  notions  therefrom  got  into  the  mind,  and  held  in  the  mind  out  of  the 
fenfe  of  life,  are  a  great  lett  to  faith.  For  thefe  ftrengthen  and  nouriih  that 
in  man,  which  is  to  be  weakened  and  die ;  that  life,  and  the  birth  of  life, 
may  be  all  in  the  heart.  Man  is  to  die ;  man  is  to  be  ceafed  from ;  his 
underftanding,  his  wifdom,  is  to  be  brought  to  nought.  But  after  it  hath 
had  a  ftroke  and  wound  from  God*s  Holy  Spirit  and  power  (even  the  very- 
wound  which  tends  to  death)  yet  it  will  be  getting  Kfc  again  (getting  its 
deadly  wound  heated)  and  nourifliing  its  life  by  th^e  very  notions,  which 
came  from  that  life  and  power,  which  in  meafure  flew  it.  And  thus  the 
Jew  outward  hath  his  life  in  the  outwardnefs  of  knowledge,  in  the  out- 
wardnefs  of  the  law,  in  the  letter  which  killeth :  for  the  relation  and  out- 
ward  knowledge  of  things  killeth  and  deadeneth  more  and  more,  unlefs 
man  come  into  the  inward  life  and  virtue,  and  daily  feel  them  quickened 
there.  If  ye  live  in  the  Spirit^  walk  in  the  Spirit^  faid  the  apoftle.  A  man 
cannot  live  in  an  outwardnefs  of  knowledge  concerning  the  Spirit  and  power 
of  the  endlefs  life ;  but  he  that  would  truly  live,  muft  live  in  the  Spirit  itfelf  ^ 
and  he  that  would  righdy  walk  on  in  bis  way,  muft  walk  in  that  Spirit 
wherein  he  received  lire,  and  wherein  he  that  abideth  lives  before  the  Lord. 

Fifthly,  This  I  have  alfo  obferved ;  that  all  notional  faith,  wherein  is  not 
the  living  virtue  (as  concerning  Chrift,  his  fufierings,  death,  refurre&ion, 
^cenfion,  interceflion ;  andconcerningjuftificationby  him,.&r.},  the  enemy 
will  let  the  foul  alone  with,  and  let  him  enjoy  peace  in  *,  but  his  war  is  def- 
perately  againft  the  true  faith,  againft  faith  in  the  true  power,  aeainft  faith 
in  the  light  of  life.  Oh !  how  many  fore  and  fliarp  ai&ults  dotn  he  make 
againft  the  faith  which  receives  its  virtue  from  God,  and  caufeth  the  foul  to 
live  to  God  !  And  how  fore  is  it  with  the  foul,  when  faith  is  weak,  and  the 
enemy  comes  on  againft  it  with  the  flrength  of  his  aflaults  and  temptations,. 
Lcrd  increafe  our  faitb^  fiud  the  fenfible  difciples, 

Sucthly,  It  is  a  precious  thing  to  feel  faith  quickened  by  God,  and  help- 
ed by  God,  againft  the  enemy.  For  then  the  enemy  cannot  prevail  againft. 
the  foul  5  but  the  foul,  through  the  virtue  and  jxjwer  of  life,  prevails  over 
the  enemy  in  the  ftdth.  And  this  is  the  great  work  of  a  Chriftian,  not 
only  to  wreftle  and  fight,  but  to  learn  {q  to  wrcftfc,  and  fo  to  fight,  as  to 
avercome. 

Seventhly, 
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Seventhly,  That  in  die  pure  fear  (not  that  which  is  taught  by  the  pre* 
cepts  of  men,  but  which  God  puts  into  the  heart)  faith  hath  its  ftrength, 
and  exercifeth  its  ftrengthl  Oh !  who  knows  the  precioufnefs  of  this  fear ! 
The  power  of  faith,  the  power  of  life,  the  power  of  f^dvution,  and  ever- 
lafting  prcfervation  is  revealed  in  it.  Therefore,  faith  the  Lord,  when  he 
fpeaketh  of  providing  for  his  children  in  the  new  covenant,  that  they  fhali 
abide  with  him  for  ever,  and  not  depart  any  more  from  him,  as  the  chil- 
dren of  the  old  covenant  did  •,  /  will  put  my  fear  in  their  "hearts^  and  they 
Jhall  not  depart  from  me.  And  when  the  angel  preached  the  everlafting  goC- 
pel,  how  did  he  preach  it  ^  Fear  God^  and  give  glory  to  inm^  for  the  hour  of 
bis  judgments  is  come^  &c.  Reu.  xiv.  When  the  pure  fear  is  felt,  when  that 
which  is  contrary  to  God  is  judged ;  then  the  gofpel  is  known,  and  the 
work  thereof  experienced  in  the  heart.  And  how  eafy  is  it,  when  the  pure 
fear  is  felt,  to  diftrull  and  deny  one's  felf,  and  truft  in  the  Lord !  Oh !  how 
weak  are  the  reafonings  and  imaginations  then,  and  how  llroi^g  is  the  power 
which  fcatters  them,  and  lifts  up  the  head  over  them ! 

Now  it  concerns  every  one  deeply  to  confider,  of  what  nature  his  faith 
is,  and  what  virtue  is  in  it,  and  what  it  can  do  in  and  througl^  the  power  of 
the  Lord  for  him  j  how  it  fetcheth  in  the  true  living  nourilhment  every  day, 
how  it  delivers  the  foul,  and  gives  it  yi£):9ry  over  that  which  faith  was  ap^ 
pointed  to  deliver  -from.  For  he  who  through  the  faith  overcometh  that 
which  is  contrary  to  God,  (hall  inherit ;  and  he  that  fights  the  good  fight  of 
faith,  fhail  overcome :  but  he  that  overcomes  not  his  enemies,  which  ftand 
in  his  way,  (hall  be  fure  to  be  hindered  by  them  from  attaining  to  his  jour- 
ney's end, 

VIII.  Concerning  Obediencey  fome  Experiences  alfo. 

Firft,  True  obedience,  gofpcl-obedience,  fJows  from  life,  flows  from  the 
living  faith.  If  I  could  obey  in  all  things  that  God  requires  of  me,  yet 
that  would  not  fatisfy  me,  unlefs  I  felt  my  obedience  flow  from  the  birth  of 
his  life  in  me.  My  Father  doth  all  in  me^  faith  Chrift.  This  was  Chrift's 
comfort.  And  to  feel  Chrift  do  all  in  the  foul,  is  the  comfort  of  every  one 
that  truly  believes  in  him. 

Secondly,  True  obedience,  gofpel  obedience,  is  natural  to  the  birth 
which  is  born  of  God.  It  is  unnatural  to  the  fle(h,  to  man's  wifdom,  to 
deny  himfelf,  and  take  up  the  crofs ;  but  it  is  natural  to  the  birth  which  is 
born  of  God's  Spirit.  That  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit^  is  Spirit  \  and  it  is 
natural  to  it  to  be  converfant  in,  and  exercifed  about,  that  which  is  (piri- 
tual. 

Thirdly,  That  honouring  and  pleafin'g,  and  anfwering  the  will  of  the 
Lord,  is  the  proper  aim  of  the  truly  obedient.  Oh !  how  do  they  delight 
to  do  the  will  of  God !  /  have  meat^  faith  Chrift,  that  \ye  know  not  of.  To 
do  the  will  was  his  meat  and  drink :  and  it  is  meat  and  drink  to  all  that  are 

of 

I 


Some  Experiences  added^  &c  225 

of  his  nature  and  Spirit.  If  I  (hould  never  have  any  other  reward,  but  the 
plcafure  of  obedience ;  yet  I  could  not  but  fay  and  tcftify,  that  in  anfwer^ 
mg  the  law  of  the  pure  life,  in  keeping  the  holy  ftatutes  and  command- 
ments of  God's  Spirit,  there  is  great  reward.  But  yet  there  is  a  crown  al« 
lb,  and  a  reapuig  after  this  life  of  every  thing  that  is  fown  to  the  Spirit : 
and  the  crown  is  weighty  and  everlaftingly  glorious. 

Fourthly,  Gofpel  obedience  is  exceeding  neceflary  in  and  to  die  gofpel- 
ftate.  Mark !  T^he  Lamb  is  the  leader :  and  can  any  be  faved  by  him,  but 
tiiey  that  follow  him  ?  When  Chrift  calls  out  of  the  world,  muit  not  the 
foul  come  to  him,  who  is  the  Shepherd  ?  And  muft  not  the  (heep  daily 
learn  to  know  his  voice,  and  follow  him ;  even  till  thqy  come  to  be  ac« 
<)uainted  with  every  moving,  drawing,  and  leading  of  his  Spirit  ^  and  {o 
come  to  follow  the  Lamb  whitherfoever  he  goes  ?  Mark !  what  a  weight 
Chrift  layeth  upon  doing.  If  ye  ^  know  tbefe  things^  ^ffy  are  ye  if  ye  do 
them.  Why  then  the  difciple  cannot  come  to  happinefs,  but  in  the  do- 
ing, in  the  obeying  of  the  will  of  Chrift,  his  Lord  and  Mafter.  And  be 
that  hearetb  tbefe  fayings  of  mine^  and  dotb  tbem,  I  will  liken  bim  to  a  wife 
nuin^  that  built  bis  boufe  upon  a  rock.  But  the  believer,  without  doing  the 
will,  is  the  foolifh  builder,  whofe  building  will  not  ftand.  Again  faith 
Chrift,  ^s  tbe  Fatber  batb  loved  aw,  fo  bave  I  loved  you ;  continue  ye  in  my 
love.  If  ye  keep  my  commandments ^  ye  fball  abide  in  my  love\  even  as  I  bave 
kept  my  Fatber^ s  commandments^  and  abide  in  bis  love.  The  difciples  whom 
he  moft  dearly  loved,  muft  keep  his  commandments,  if  they  will  continue 
in  his  love.  And  his  apoftles  taught  the  fame,  even  the  working  out  of  the 
falvation,  and  the  purifying  of  the  heart,  through  the  obedience  of  the 
truth.  For  mark !  There  is  a  covenant  of  life,  a  way  of  life :  and  how 
can  life  be  reaped,  how  can  the  work  of  life  go  on,  but  in  fubjedion  and 
obedience  thereto  ? 

Oh !  blefled  is  he,  who  meets  with  the  power  of  life,  which  enables  to 
obey ;  and  who  is  obedient  and  fubjeft  to  that  power.  For  he  that  truly  be- 
lieves in  Chrift,  is  turned  by  him  to  his  light,  and  to  the  power  of  his  Fa- 
ther ;  and  the  peace,  growth,  joy,  bleffednefs,  &c.  is  witneffed  in  fubjec- 
tion  thereto. 

IX.  Concerning  tbe  Crofs  of  Chrifi. 

This  I  have  experienced  concerning  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ; 
that  it  is  an  inward  and  fpiritual  thing,  producing  inward  and  fpiritual  ef- 
feds  in  the  mind ;  and  that  this  is  it,  even  that  which  flays  the  enmity  in 
the  mind,  and  crucifies  to  the  world,  and  the  afFedions  thereof.  God  for- 
bid^ faid  the  apoftle,  tbat  IJhould  glory ^  faroe  in  tbe  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Cbrijij  wbereby  tbe  world  is  crucified  unto  me^  and  I  unto  tbe  world.  Now 
mark  \  That  which  is  contrary  to  the  world,  and  crucifies  to  the  world,  that 
i$  the  crofs.    The  crofs  hath  this  power,  and  nothing  elfe  -,  and  fo  there  is 
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nothing  elfc  to  glory  in.  Hht  flc/h  lufietb  againji  the  Spirit^  and  the  Spirit 
againft  the  flejh  -,  c^nd  theft  nre  contrary  one  to  the  other.  Mind,  here  b  the 
crofs :  the  Spirit  which  is  contrary  to  the  flefti,  which  mortifies  Ae  flelh,  thro* 
the  obedience  whereof  the  flefti  is  crucified.  If  ye^  through  the  Spirit^  mor-- 
ttfy  the  deeds  of  the  hody^  ye  fhall  live.  Whatfoever  is  of  and  in  the  Spirit, 
is  contrary  to  the  flefh. ,  The  light  of  the  Spirit  is  contrary  to  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  flefli.  The  holinefs  of  the  Spirit  is  contrary  to  the  unholincls 
of  the  corrupt  heart.  The  life  of  the  Spirit  is  contrary  to  the  life  (or  ra- 
ther death)  that  is  in  fin.  The  power  of  the  Spirit  is  contrary  to  the  power 
that  is  in  Satan,  and  his  kingdom.  The  wifdom  of  God  is  contrary,  and 
a  foolifli  thing,  to  the  wifdom  of  man.  Yea,  the  new  creature,  which 
fprings  from  God's  Holy  Spirie,  is  contrary  and  death  to  the  old.  Now  he 
that  comes  hither,  out  of  his  own  wifdom,  out  of  his  own  will,  out  of  his 
own  thoughts,  out  of  his  own  reafonings  -,  and  comes  to  a  difceming  of 
God's  Spirit,  and  to  the  feeling  c£  his  begetting  of  life  in  his  heart,  and 
his  flirrings  and  movings  in  the  life  which  he  hath  begotten ;  and  waits 
here,  and  receives  counfel  here ;  he  is  taught  to  deny  himfelf,  and  to  join 
to  and  take  up  that,  by  which  Chrift  daily  crofleth  and  fubdueth  in  him 
that  which  is  contrary  to  God.  ' 

And  here  is  the  fight  of  faith,  and  the  good  travel  under  the  crofs, 
whereby  the  holy  journey  is  gone^  and  the  enemies  (which  rife  up  to  oppofe 
in  the  way)  vanquiflied  and  overcome.  For  here  is  the  power  revealed ; 
the  preferving  power,  the  leading  power,  the  conquering  power  of  him, 
who  rideth  on  conquering  and  to  conquer  his  fpiritual  enemies  in  the  hearts 
of  his  children,  who  know  his  voice,  and  are  fubje£t  to  him  ^  who  daily 
denying  themfelvcs,  and  taking  up  his  crofs,  follow  him.  Woe  is  to  them 
that  are  at  eafe  in  Sion,  under  any  thing  that  is  contrary  to  God ;  but  blef- 
fings  are  upon  them  whofe  dwelling  is  under  the  crofs,  and  who  know  no 
eafe  but  what  it  allows.  It  will  make  truth,  life,  holinefs,  righteoufnefs, 
faith,  obedience,  meeknefs,  patience,  love,  feparation  from  fin,  com- 
munion with  the  Lord,  and  all  the  fruits  of  the  ^irit,  as  natural  to  them 
in  the  renewed  ftate,  as  ever  fin  was  in  the  corrupt  ftate.  And  in  that 
ftate  they  ftiall  be  able  to  fay  with  Paul ;  who  once  complained  of  his  cap- 
tivity, and  that  he  did  what  he  hated;  yet  after  he  had  known  the  power 
of  the  crofs,  and  was  crucified  with  Chrift,  he  could  then  do  nothing  againft 
the  truth,  but  for  the  truth ;  yea,  then  being  a  conqueror,  having  over- 
come the  enemies  which  ftood  in  his  way,  he  could  dk>  all  things  through 
Chrifi:  that  flrengthened  him.  The  caufe  of  ib  many  complaints  and  bow* 
ings  down  of  the  head,  and  going  mourning  becaufe  of  tl^  prev^ings  of  the 
enemy,  through  temptations,  fin,  and  corruption,  is  becaufe  the  crofc  of 
Chrift,  which  is  the  power  of  God  (which  is  his  ordinance  againft  the  ftrength 
of  the  enemy)  is  either  not  known,  or  not  taken  up*  And  this  is  the  rea- 
fon  that  many  that  make  a  fair  fliew  for  a  while,  yet  afterwards  come  to 
nothing  (but  are  like  untimely  figs,  or  like  corn  upon  tht  boufe-tops,  which 
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haftily  fpringedi  up^  but  foon  withereth)  becaufe  thev  either  never  rightly 
learn^  or  keep  not  to  the  croik.  For  that  alone  hatti  power  from  God  to 
bring  down  and  keep  down  that  which  is  contrary  to  him.  So  that  from 
under  the  crofs  of  Chrift^  there  is  no  witneffing  falvation  or  prefervation 
from  the  Lord ;  but  out  of  the  limits  of  the  crols,  the  enemy  hath  power 
to  recover  and  bring  back  under  his  dominion  again.  And  whofoever  in 
his  travels  leaves  the  crois  behind  him,  does  draw  back  unto  perdition,  and 
not  travel  on,  in  the  living  faith  and  newnefs  of  obedience,  towards  the  fal- 
vation of  the  ibul. 

* 
X.  Concerning  tbt  livery  of  Life^  and  the  Myfiery  of  the  Fellomo-- 

Jhip  which  /r  therein^ 

God  is  hki  from  man,  as  he  lies  in  his  finful  and  fallen  fiate;  and  no 
man  can  find  or  know  him,  but  as  he  pleafeth  to  reveal  himfelf  by  his  own 
blefled  Spirit.  And  Chrift,  being  God*s  image,- there  ^  is  no  knowing  or 
confeffing  him,  or  right  calling  him  Lord,  but  in  and  by  the  fame  Spirit, 
I  Cor.  xii.  3.  When  he  appeared  in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  flefli  and  blood 
could  not  reveal  him,  but  only  the  Father.  And  he  is  the  fame  to-day  as 
he  was  yefterday.  He  is  not  to  be  known  now,  but  in  the  fame  Spirit ;  in 
his  own  grace  and  truth,  in  a  meafore  of  his  own  life.  The  dead  cannot 
know  him  ;  they  only  know  him,  who  arc  his  flieep,  who  arc  quickened 
and  made  alive  by  him.  And  diis  life  is  a  niyftery :  none  can  underftand 
it,  but  they  that  partake  of  it.  Can  a  man  that  is  naturally  dead,  know 
what  the  Ijfe  of  nature  means  ?  No  more  can  a  man  that  is  ffHritually  dead, 
know  what  the  life  of  the  Spirit  means.  The  natural  man  may  get  the 
words  that  came  from  life,  and  cry  up  them,  and  fpeak  ^eat  words  of  the 
fame  of  wifdom,  and  of  her  children  •,  but  the  thing  itfclt  is  hid  from  them 
all.  Oh !  it  is  a  ftrait  gate,  at  which  the  birth  enters,  at  which  none  elfe  can 
enter.  The  wife  and  pfudent  knowcrs  and  fearchers  after  the  flefli  (and  oi  the 
fcriptures,  as  they  can  put  meanings  upon  them  and  comprehend  them)  are 
fliut  out  in  every  age  •,  but  there  is  a  babe  born  of  naked  truth  (born  of  the 
pure  fimplicity)  admitted  by  God,  while  men  difdain  and  defpife  it. 

And  the  fellowfliip  of  the  faints  is  in  the  life,  and  in  the  light,  which  4« 
this  myftery.  The  fellowfliip  is  not  outward,  but  inward.  All  they  that 
meet  together  in  the  outward  place,  are  not  in  tlie  fellowfliip  or  worfliip ; 
but  only  they  that  meet  together  in  the  inward  life  and  Spirit.  ^%  that 
worjhip  the  Father ^  muft  worflnf  him  in  Spirit  and  truth.  Look,  there  is  the 
worfliip,  there  are  the  worftiippcrs ;  they  that  are  in  the  Spirit,  in  the  truth  j 
they  that  meet  in  the  Spirit,  in  the  truth,  they  meet  together  in  the  one 
ipritual  place,  as  I  may  call  it.  And  lb  we  own  no  man  after  the  flefli,  no 
man  according  to  the  appearance  •,  but  in  the  righteous  judgment  of  the 
Spirit,  thofe  only  who  are  oi  the  Spirit.  Indeed  we  are  tender,  where  there 
ir  the  leaft  beginning  of  the  work  of  God  in  any  heart  \  yea,  where  there 
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'  IS  but  io  mucli  as  a  convidion  of  the  underftanding ;  but  men  are  not  pn?* 
fently  of  us,  who  own  our  principle  in  words  or  outward  s^pearance^  but 
only  fuch  as  are  inwardly  changed  thereby  in  the  jieart.  It  is  true,  perfons 
may  walk  among  us,  and  afterwards  go.  Out  from  us,  who  were  never  of  us 
(as  it  was  in  the  appftles  days)  that  were  iicver  in.  the  fellowihip  of  life  with 
us,  whom  we  could  never  own  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  as  being  born  erf 
him  -,  though  we  were  willing  to  wait  and  watch  for  their  good,  that  they 
might  come  to  witnefs  the  true  birth.  Now  from  fuch  come  the  ofi^nces, 
even  from  the  falling  off  of  fuch  as  never  were  truly  ingrafted,  and  alfb  from 
the  flips  of  fuch  who  are  not  watchful  to  that  which  prefcrves.  And  woe  is 
to  the  world,  becaufe  of  the  offences  which  cannot  but  come.  For  Ihey 
which  are  to  be  approved  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  mufl:  not  fomcwhat  or 
other  happen  to  make  thein  manifeft  ?  And  when  they  are  made  manifeft, 
the  world's  eye  is  offended,  and  is  apt  to  diink  hardly  of,  and  reproach  the 
truth  itfelf,  becaufe  of  them,  BlefTed  is  the  eye  which  fees  into  the  inyftery, 
into  the  life  itfelf,  where,  there  is  no  of&nce.  Truth  is  one  and  the  fame 
for  ever. 

XL  Concerning  judging  according  to  tbe^  appearance^  and  judging  rigb-^ 
teous  judgment.  Judge  not  according  to  the  appearance  (feid  Chrift) 
but  judge  righteous  judgments  John  vii;  24. 

What  is  it  to  judge  according  to  the  ^pearance  ?  and  what  is  it  to  judge 
righteous  judgment  ?  I  (hall  fpeak  what  I  have  experienced,  having  been 
.  deeply  exerciled  about  this  thing.    Mark  then  \ 

The  holy  Spirit,  of  Life  breatheth  upon  the  heart ;  and,  by  his  breathing 
and  working  there,  he  quickens  and  begets  life,  Joh^'xxx.  8.  And  that 
which  is  begotten  and  born  of  him,  is  begotten  and  born  in  his  nature,  and 
fo  is  of  the  fame  nature  with,  him,  as  verfe  6  of  that  chapter. 

Now  to  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  the  Spirit  is  the  leader,  the  pre- 
ferver,  the  fupporter,  the  comforter,  the  daily  quickener.  He  can  do  nothing 
without  the  Spirit,  without  the  preient  life  and  power  of  him  that  begat 
him  :  fo  that  all  the  judgment  which  the  birth  of  life  hath>.  is  from,  and  of, 
and  in  the  Holy  Spirit  of  the  Father. 

iVnd  here  is  true  judgment,  both  concerning  righteoufnefs,  and  againfl: 
all  unrighteoufnefs ;,  fa  that  keep  to  the  life,  keep  to  the  Spirit,  keep  to  the 
birth^  keep  to  the  power,  then  is  the.  wifdom  and  righteous  judgment  of 
God  revealed :  but  any  that  go  out  of  this^  and  meafure  without  this,  they 
me^fure  in  the  unrighteoufnefs ;  and  though  they  fearch  the  icriptures,  and 
think  in  themfelves  they  meafure  from  the  fcriptores,  yet  they  are  miflaken, 
and  meafure  but  from  their  own  knowledge  and  apprehenfions  upon  the 
fcriptures,  as  the  fcribes  and  pharifees  did,  when  they  feemed  to  conclude, 
upcm  fearching  the  fcriptures,  that  Chrifl  could  not  be  the  Mefi3Lah»  J^im 
fii.  52.  Starch  and  look  (faid  they),  for  out  of  Gdlike  arifetb  no  pr^et. 
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How  then  can  ,this  GaUlean  be  he  ?   See  by  the  fcriptures  If  this  can  be 
the  Chrift. 

It  is  faid  of  Chrift,  He  Jball  not  judge  after  the  fight  of  his  eyesy  nor  reprove, 
after  the  hearing  of  bis  ears^  but  with  right eoufnefs  fhall  hejudge^  &c.  Ija.  xi. 
3,  4.  Chrift  judged  righteous  judgment.  How  came  he  to  judge  to  ? 
Why ;  he  judged  in  and  with  the  Spirit.  He  kept  to  the  Spirit's  judgment. 
The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  retted  upon  him,  and  miade  him  quick  of  underftand- 
ing  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  ver.  2,  3.  And  no* man  can  judge  aright  con- 
cerning the  things  of  God,  but  in  and  by  the  fame  Spirit.  How  (hall  I 
know  whether  my  duties  be  right,  my  prayers  right,  my  ways  right,  my 
worfliip  right,  my  faith  right,  my  hope  of  the  right  kind,  my  knowledge  ' 
and  underftanding  of  the  fcriptures  right,  &?f.  ?  Why  there  is  none  but  one 
can  determine.  He  who  begetteth  life,  knows  whether  that  which  is  in 
thee  be  fron^  his  life  ^  and  whether  that  whkh  ihou  ofiereft  to  him,  be  truly 
living  or  no :  and  when  the  Lord  feparates  the  living  from  the  dead,'  what 
will  remain  in  many  that  make  great  profeffions  at  this  day  ? 

I  would  have  no  man  miftaken  about  thefe  things  -,  I  know  many  are 
deeply  miftaken,  as  their  own  hearts  will  orte  day  acknowledge,  when  the 
Lord  (hall  make  tnanifeft  to  them,  how  they  have  called  evil  good,  and 
good  evil  *,  and  put  darknefs  for  light,  and  light  for  darknefs.  Indeed  it  is 
juft  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  Chrift's  appearing  outwardly  in  a  body  of  fle(h. 
The  fame  life,  the  fame  Spirit,  is  denied  now  as  was  then.  Then  the  Jews 
cried  up  Chrift  to  come ;  but  they  then  fpiritually  faw  him  not.  They  (aw 
the  flem  (or  outward  form)  but  they  (aw  not  him  who  dwelt  in  that  fle(h. 
And  though  the  world  of  Chriftians  now  acknowledge  Chrift  is  come,  and 
did  appear,,  yet  neither  do.they  know  him  who  did  appear,  but  deny  his 
life,  liis  Spirit,  his  virtue,,  his  power,  which  b  revealol  in  this^day  of  his 
love  and  goodneis  to  the  eyes. of  the  children  of  the  true  wil<fom.  Oh!  let 
not  flefh  judge :  be  filent^  O  aUfleJb^  before  the  Lord^  and  ceafe  judging^  for  he 
is  arifen  to  judge.  He  is  judge  in  the  midjl  of  his  people^  and  he  will  judge  the 
heathen  alfo.  ^ 

And  every  one  bring  this  near.  Wsut  to  feel  6e(h  judged  in  thee,  and 
brought  down  in  thee,  that  it  may  not  judge  in  thee ;  but  Spirit  and  life 
may  be  exalted,  and  fit  upon  the  throne  in  thy  heart :  and  when  life  is* 
exalted,  and  doth  begin'  to  judge^  Oh  1  take  heed  (^hearkening  to  the  flefh, 
of  letting  in  the  judgment  of  fle(h  afterwards,  left  the  Spirit  be  grieved  and 
quenched !  For  the  wifdom  of  the  fle(h  is  near,  and  will  be  fl;riving  to  get 
in  and  recover  its  feat  again ;  and  if  the  watch  be  not  fingly  kept  to  Gqd's 
Holy  Spirit,  fomewhat  eUe  will  be  judging  in  thee,  which  will  judge  ac- 
cording to  the  appearance  of  things  to  thy  muid,  and  fo  thou  wilt  miia  o£  the 
true  and  righteous  judgment  of  God's  Spirit. 
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XII.  ^  quejiion  anfwered  about  knotving  God's  Spirit. 

Qucft.  How  Jhalll  know  God* s  Spirit?  How  Jhall  I  know  the  motions  tbertof? 
How  may  J  know  whether  {he  faith  andhijpe  in  my  heart  he  from  him?  Whether 
ray  prayers  and  defvres  arife  thence^  &c. 

Anfw.  No  man  of  himfelf,  or  bv  ^fiy  way  he  of  himfelf  can  take,  can 
know  God*s  Spirit :  there  njuft  6rft  be  a  capacity  given  befwe  any  man  can 
know  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord ;  his  life«  his  power,  mull  firft  be  felt,  and 
ibmewhat  quickened,  ibmewhat  formed  by  him,  fomewhat  begotten  of  him, 
which  is  Spirit,  and  this  can  know  liim.  Now  man  in  this  may  know  him, 
but  out  of  this  can  never  know  him.  Therefore  this  is  the  great  ikill,  and 
diligence,  and  wifdom  of  a  Chriftian,  to  keep  to  this,  to  wait  for  4Jiis,  to 
have  his  eye  toward  the  pure  fpring  of  wifdom,  that,  when  it  fprings,  he 
may  difcern  and  receive  it^  and  when  that  which  is  of  a  contrary  nature 
fprings,  he  may  difcern  it  under  all  its  deceitful  appearances,  and  turn  from 
it.  For  out  of  the  heart  are  the  iffues  both  of  life  and  death.  There  is  all 
manner  of  deceivablenefs  of  unrighteoufnefs  in  the  unrighteous  nature,  in 
the  unrighteous  fpirit;  and  if  the  watch  be  not  diligendy  kept,  it  is  eafy  to 
be  deceived  at  any  time :  but  the  trqe  feed,  the  holy  feed,  the  living  feed, 
the  eled  feed,  the  immortal  feed,  is  never  deceived.  Oh!  blefled  are  they  who 
have  their  eyes  opened  and  kept  open  in  it,  to  difcern  the  myftery^  of  god- 
line{$  and  the  myftery  of  iniquity,  that  they  may  be  preferved  fafe  in  the 
one,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  other ! 

9 

f 

Xlli.  Seme  queries  concerning  the  feed  of  the  kingdom^  in  "wtnch  the 
kingdom  itfelf  is  cont^ned  (as  the  nature  and  fub^ance  of  things  is 
contained  in  the  feed  thereof)  and  out  of  which  tt  Jpringeth  up  and 
arifeth  in  the  heart. 

^uer.  I.  What  is  that  feed  which  is  fpoken  of,  i  John  iii.  9.  which  re- 
tnaineth  in  thofe  that  are  born  of  God,  and  preferveth  out  of  fin  thofe 
that  are  led  by  it -and  ceihprehended  in  it?  Is  it  not  the  feed  of  the 
kingdom  i 

.f  ^er.  a.  Do  not  the  natural  herbs  and  flowers,  the  natural  plants  and  trees, 
grow  from  a  natural  feed  ?  Do  not  thefpiritual  plants,  rfiefpiritual  trees,  the 
trpps  of  righteouihefe,  grow  from  the  feed  of  righteoufnefe  ? . 
'  ^er.  ^.  '^^  it  not  the  great  doftrine  pf  Chrift  to  preach  the  kingdom  ? 
und  faowdid  lie  preathlt?  Did  he  not  preach  it  as  a  feed,  as  a  grain  of  muf- 
titfd^leed  ^  and  did  he  not  liken  this  ipiritual  feed  to  leaven,  to  a  precious 
pearl,  to  treafure  hid  in  a  field,  to  a  piece  of  filver  loft,  &f^.  Oh !  how  happy 
IS  he  who  knows  and  enjoys  the  thing  itfelf  which  Chrift  preached !  All 
the  prophets  prophefied  concerning  him  5  and  "when  he  came,  this  was  his 
ido&rine,  that  mtjx  ftiould  mind  this,  look  after  this,  purchafe  this,  poficis 

this. 
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tRis,  feel  this  planted  and  grow  up  in  them,  and  themfelvcs  ingrafted  into 
and  growing  up  in  it. 

^er.  4.  Can  any  man  be  born. of  God,  and  not  born  of  this  feed  ?  Can 
any  man  be  born  of  this  feed,  and  not  be  born  of  God-? 

^er.  5.  How  doth  grace  and  truth  come  by  Jefus  Chrift  ?  Doth  it  not 
grow  up  from  this  feed  ?  can  it  grow  up  any  other  way  in  any  heart  ? 

^er,  6.  Is  not  falvation  felt  and  witneffed  in  every  heart  (of  thofc  that 
aire  in  any  meafure  redeemed)  as  this  feed  grows  up  and  overihadows  them  ? 
Was  not  this  the  falvation  ready  to  be  revealed  in  the  laft  time,  i  Pet.  i.  10. 
whereof  the  apoftle  Peter  himfelf  was  made  a  partaker  ?  cbap.  v.  10.  In  the 
law  were  the  madows  of  good  things  to  come  -,  but  in  the  gofpel  the  fubftance, 
the  feed  itfelf,  is  revealed. 

^er.  7..  Is  it  not  the  right  beginning  in  religion  to  begin  in  the  Spirit  ? 
and  can  any  begin  in  the  Spirit,  but  h^  that  begins  in  and  with  the  feed  of 
the  kingdom  ? 

^er.  8.  Is  it  not  the  main  and  chief  thing  in  religion  to  know  this  feed, 
to  feel  this  feed,  to  be  joined  to  this  feed,  and  abide  in  this  feed  ? 

^er.  9.  1%  not  all  that  flows  from  this  feed  true  and  certain  ?  is  not  the 
knowledge  certain  here  ?  the  faith  here  ?  the  love  here  ?  the  peace  here  ? 
the  joy  here  ?  the  righteoufnefs  here  ?  From  this  true  root,  can  there  grow 
or  fhoot  forth  any  thing  but  that  which  is  true  ?  Oh !  every  breathing  here 
is  from  pure  life,  and  precious  in  the  eye  of  the  Father.  Is  there  any  cer- 
tainty elfewhere  ?  Oh  !  when  the  Lord  appears,  will  he  not  difown  all  the 
religion  and  worfhip  which  is  not  of  this  growth  ? 

^er.  10.  But  fbme  may  fay,  how  may  I  know  this  feed,  and  how  may  I 
be  joined  to  it  ? 

Anfwer.  In  the  quickening  life  mayeft  tliou  know  it,  and  no-wherc  elfe. 
Didft  thou  ever  feel  that  which  quickened  thy  heart  towards  the  Lord  ? 
Therein  and  thereby,  at  that  time,  thou  mayeft  feel  an  eye  and  heart  opened,, 
which  can  truly  fee  and  know  fomewhat  of  God :  and,  keeping  thy  eye  to* 
the  quickening  power  of  God,  as  that  ftirs,  moves  aiyl  operates,  in  thee  and 
upon  thee,  thou  mayeft  know  again  and  know  more. 

Therefore  eye  the  power  which  quickens,  and  eye  the  feed  which  it  re- 
veals and  raifeth  in  thee,  and  wait  to  feel  the  power  fubjedting  thee  to  the 
feed,  that  thou  mayeft  come  under  it,  and  it  may  come  over  thee,  and  prefs 
down  in  chee  all  that  is  contrary  to  its  pure  nature. 

And  as  thou  comeft  hither,  thou  wilt  find  that  which  death  hath  no  power 
over  •,  arid,  as  thou  abideft  there,  thou  flialt  find  it  to  have  no  power  over 
thee.  For,  of  ^  truth,  in  the  holy  covenant  of  life  and  peace,  death  never 
had  nor  can  have  power;  but  he  who  abideth  in  him  who  is  the  covenant,  who 
is  the  fhepherd,  who  is  the  love,  who  is  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God,  wit- 
nefleth  there  a  fure  defence  and  ftrong  tower,^  where  falvation  is  for  a  wall, 
and  bulwark  againft  the  enemy. 

There 
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There  are  many  forts  of  talkers  concerning  the  thing,  but  there  arc  few 
travellers  into  it ;  but  he  alone  Who  is  a  true  traveller  into  it,  and  takes  up  his 
reft  there,  certainly  knows  and  can  truly  witneis  what  is  to  be  found  there. 
And  this  is  the  reafon  that  fo  many  (who  feem  great  and  experienced  knowers) 
cannot  receive  our  teftimony,  becaufe  they  know  neither  the  feed  nor  its 
voice,  concerning  which  and  whereby  we  teftify.  But  wifdom  is  juftified  of 
her  children  -,  and  they  that  know  the  voice  of  the  fhepherd,  know  his  prefent 
appearance  in  this  our  day,  which  4s  contrary  to  the  wifdom  and  knowledge 
of  all  other  feeds  and  births  whatfoever.  Be  that  bath  an  ear  to  bear^  let  bim 
hear ;  but  he  tha(  hath  not  •  the  true  ear,  cannot  hear  the  true  teftimony, 
though  it  (hould  ever  fo  often  be  declared  unto  him.  But  blefled  is  he  that 
knows  and  ftumbles  not  at  the  appearances  of  the  feed  and  power  of  life  in  his 
own  heart,  but  is  turned  from  the  d^knefs  to  the  light  there,  and  from  the 
power  of  Satan  to  the  manifeftadon  of  God's  Spirit  there.  For  the  end  of 
words  (eve^  of  Chrift*s  own  direftiohs  in  the  days  of  his  fielh)  is'  to  tiim 
men  to  the  holy  life  and  power  from  whence  the  words  came ;  and  thither 
tnan  is  to  travel,  and  therein  to  center,  waiting  on  the  Lord,  in  the  way  of 
his  judgments  and  tender  mercies,  to  witnefs  a  tranflation  from  darknefs  to 
light,  and  from  the  kingdom  -of  Satan  into  the  kingdom  of  the  dear  Son  \ 
which  kingdom  is  at  firft  but  as  a  grain  of  muftard-feed,  and  muft  be  fo 
known  and  lb  received. 

And  now  let  every  ferious  heart  examine  concerning  himfelf*  Doft  thou 
know  the  kingdom  ?  is  the  feed  grown  in  thee  ?  doth  it  overipread  thee  ? 
Art  thou  in  it  as  in  a  kingdom  ?  doft  thou  feel  it  overlhadowing  thee  ?  art 
thou  in  unity  with  it  ?  doth  it  fpeak  peace  to  thee  from  the  Lord  ?  Is  the 
wall  of  partition  broken  down  in  thee  ?  Is  there  of  twane  made  one  new 
man  ?  Doft  thou  feel  that  which  is  contrary  to  Chrift  fubdued  in  thee  by  his 
power?  and  his  holy  nature,  life,  and  Spirit,  reigning  over  it?  Canft  thou 
read  that  fcripture  fenfibly  and  experimentaUy,  if  ye  tbrougb  tbe  Spirit  m^tijy 
tbe  deeds  of  tbe  body,  ye  Jhall  live  ? 

Ah !  how  mifcrably  do  men  talk  of  Chrift,  the  power  of  God,  and  mifs  of 
the.effeft  and  work  of  his  power  in  them ! 

Faith  is  a  powerful  thing,  it  gives  viftory,  (true  faith  gives  vidory)  it 
fcatters  that  which  ftands  between,  and  gives  real  accefs  to  God,  and  lets  in 
his  pure,  frefii,  living  virtue,  upon  the  heart.       | 

Love  is  a  powerful  thing,  it  conftrains  to  obedience  :  and  the  heart  that 
is  circumcifed  to  love  the  Lord  God,  Oh !  how  doth  life  flow  from  him 
into  it! 

Oh !  away  with  empty  notions,  and  come  to  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit, 
where  the  knowledge  is  living,  die  faith  viftorious,  the  love  pure  and  un- 
defiled,  the  worftiip  truly  fpiritual,  even  flowing  from,  and  comprehended 
in,  the  life  and  virtue  of  the  Spirit.  Oh !  that  all  that  truly  breathe  after  the 
Lord,  might  be  gathered  hither,  found  here,  and  dwell  her^.  ^meH. 
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PERSONS  that  ha^e  had  fome  true  touches  of  life,  and  true  breathings 
after  the  Lord,  yet  not  having  their  eye  fixed  rightly  upon  him,  nor 
difcerning  firom  whence  thofe  come,  may  eafUy  lofe  the  true  fenfe  of  Iife^ 
and  another  birth  of  anodier  nature  ipring  up  in  them  inftead  thereof. 
This  was  it  we  generally  wanted  in  the  day  of  our  f<M:mer  profeffion,  even 
the  diicernin^  of  tliat,  and  fixing  upon  that,  wliich  begat  life  in  us ;  through 
want  whereof  many  of  the  mod  tender- hearted  came  to  a  lois;  whom  the 
Lord  at  length  fhewed  mercy  to,  manifefling  to  them  the  lightof  their eye% 
and  the  ftay  of  their  fouls.  Now  to  all  that  have  been  gathered  hither  by 
the  Lord,  life  hath  been  renewed,  and  their  former  experiences  (of  the  Lord 
an)i  his  goodnefs  to  them  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift)  reftored  ag^n  with  ad- 
vantage. And  here  they  fenfibly  fee,  and  daily  experience,  that  nothing  is 
of  their  own  works,  but  all  oS  grace  and  mercy  in  and  through  Chrift,  in 
whom  they  are  created  unto  good  works,  which  God  before  ordained  tluc 
we  ihould  walk  in  them.  And  here  the  glory  is  revealed ;  the  glory  of  life» 
the  glory  of  peace  with  the  Lord,  die  glory  of  rigKteoufnels  in  and  through 
his  Son,  the  glory  of  vidtory  over  the  foul's  enemies,  and  of  leading  cap- 
tivity captive,  and  treading  .upon  the  necks  of  kings,  even  of  mighty  lulls, 
which  mightily  prevailed  over  and  oppre£fed  the  ibul,  before  the  captain  of 
our  falvation  appeared  in  the  power  and  authority  of  his  own  Spirit.  But 
blefied  be  the  Lord,  there  is  not  only  this  glory  revealed,  but  there  is  a  de- 
fence over  tlie  glory ;  for  there  is  that  revealed  which  is  able  to  defend  it, 
^nd  doth  defend  it,  in  the  hearts  of  many, .  and  in  the  living  ajiemblies 
which  have  been  gathered  by  God's  holy  power ;  which  holy  power  (which 
gathered)  daily  quickens  and  overihadows,  and  is  a  rock  unto,  and  will 
be  fo  for  ever,  even .  to  all  that  abide  with  him  in  his  holy  covenant ;  but 
out  of  the  limits  of  that  into  which  God  gathers,  and  wherein  and  whereby 
be  prelcrves,  there  is  no  defence  to  any.  The  curfed  thing,  the  unclean 
thing,  the  earthly  fpirir,  the  earthly  mind  and  wifdom,  the  Lord  hath  ex- 
cluded, and  it  is  to  be  excluded  oiat  of  his  camp  for  evermore,  that  the 
inward  Ifrael  may  be  kept  holy  to  the  Lord,  and  may  ferve  and  worfliip 
the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  the  inward  holinefs,  as  the  outward  Ifrael  wad 
outwardly,  to  be,  and  to  do,  in  that  outward  miniftration  of  the  (hadows  of 
the  gofpel  ftate- 

Some  Scriptures  very  fiveet^  and  neceffary  to  he  experienced  in  the 

Gofpel  State* 

T^his  is  life  eternal^  that  they  might  know  thee  the  only  true  God^  and  Jefus 

Cbrijl  whom  thou  hafifentj  John  xvii.  3.     There  is  a  knowledge  of  God  and 
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Chrift,  which  is  life  eternal :  and  there  is  a  knowledge  of  them^  (or  at  leaft 
that  which  men  call  fo)  which  is  not  life  eternal.  The  knowledge  which  is 
life  eternal,  is  tliat  knowledge  which  God  gives  to  his  own  birth ;  even  the 
fpiritual  knowledge  which  God  gives  to  thofe  which  are  born  of  the  Spirit ; 
which  is  the  knowledge  of -the  myftery  of  God,  and  of  Chrift  in  the  myftery^ 
inwardly  appearing,  and  working  in  the  heart  agaiaft  the  myftery  of  fin 
and  death.  Oh !  precious  is  the  birth  to  which  God  gives  this  knowledge, 
and  precious  is  the  knowledge  which  he  giveth  to  it.  The  knowledge  (or 
that  which  men  call  knowledge)  which  is  not  life  eternal,  is  that  knowledge 
which  man  can  get  and  comprehend  fromf  without,  of  himfelf,  without  the 
cnlightenings  and  quickenings  of  God*3  Holy  Spirit  and  power  inwardly 
felt,  and  operating  ki  the  heart. 

No  man  can  fay  that  Jefus  is  the  Lord^  hut.  by  the  Hofy  Gbaji^  r  Cor.  xiii  3, 
It  is  precious  to  witnefe  that  confeffing  and  acknowledging  Jefus  to  be  the 
Lord,  which  is  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  For  only  they  that  are  governed  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft  can  fo  confefs  him.  The  devil  did  confcfs  Jelus  to  be  the 
Holy  One,  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  ^c.  and  many  now  confefs  Jefus  to 
be  the  Lord,  in  the  fame  fpirit,  being  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  and 
having  no  true  fenfe  or  underftanding  of  that.  But  there  is  a  confeflionr 
which  cannot  arife  but  from  God's  Spn-it,  and  from  the  knowledge,  fenfe^ 
and  underftanding  which  he  gives  -,  Uefled  are  they  that  experience  that. 

//  is  written  in  the  prophets^  and  theyjhall  be  all  taught  of  God.  Every  mam 
therefore  that  hath  heard^  and  hath  learned  of  the  Father^  cometb  unto  me^ 
John  vi.  45.  Ah !  blcfled  is  he  that  can  in  true  underftanding  fay,  The 
Lord  hath  made  good  this  promife  to  me !  he  is  become  my  teacher.  I 
have  heard  his  voice,  as  truly  and  certainly,  inwardly  in  my  heart,  as  ever  I 
heard  the  voice  of  Satan  there.  He  hath  revealed  his  Son,  his  pure,  holy, 
living  child  Jeliis  in  me.  He  hath  drawn  me  to  his  Son ;  he  hath  taught 
me  to  come  to  his  Son :  and  indeed  fo  foon  as  ever  I  heard  and  learned  of 
the  Father,  I  could  not  but  come  to  the  Son,  and  receive  the  Son^  and 
0ive  up  myfelf  to  him :  ,and  he  hath  received  me,  and  daily  preferveth  me ' 
trom  death,  and  the  fting  and  power  thereof,  and  giveth  unta  me  eternal- 
life. 

He  that  hath  the  Son^  bath  life  -,  and  he  that  hath  not  the  Son^  hath  not  Ufty 
I  John  V.  12.  Ah!  this  is  abundantly  experienced  !  blefled  be  the  name 
of  the  Lord !  Many  who  had  not  Ufe,  while  they  had  not  the  Son,  but 
mourned  and  lamented  deeply  after  him  (the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  being^ 
grieved  in  them,  and  his  life  not  pofiefied  by  them)  the  Father  revealing 
his  Son  in  them,  and  giving  him  to  them,  and  they  enjoying  and  pofieffing 
him,  feel  that  they  are  daily  in  the  enjoyment  and  po£feffion  of  pure  and 
firefti  life  in  him. 

Myflefb  is  meat  indeed^  and  my  blood  is  drink  indeed.  He  that  eatetb  fnyflefb^ 
^nd  drinketb  my  bloody  dweUeth  in  me^  and  I  in  bim:,  John  vi.  55^  56.  Wc 
are  of  bis  flefh^  and  of  his  bone„  faid  they  that  did  eat  his  flefli,  and  drink 
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his  Uood.  They  that  eat  Chrift  the  one  bread,  are  by  that  food  made 
partakers  oi  his  divine  nature,  and  become  one  bread  (for  we  being  many, 
are  one  bread,  as  faid  the  apoftle)  \  fo  that  now  they  are  no  longer  darkne&> 
but  light  in  the  Lord.  Oh !  the  pure  fielfh  and  blood  of  the  immaculate 
Lamb !  Oh !  the  incorruptible  food  which  gives  life  to  the  foul !  Oh !  the 
living  word !  Oh !  the  milk  of  this  word,  the  milk  of  the  heavenly  breaft, 
which  nouriiheth  the  babes !  but  the  bread,  the  flefh,  the  blood,  is  ftronger 
nourifhment.  Oh !  how  brighdy  might  this  be  opened,  in  the  demon- 
flration  of  life,  to  the  fpiritual  ear  and  underftanding  1  but  the  carnal- 
minded  are  thick  and  grofs,  being  drowned  in  their  own  apprehenfions  and 
fenJe  of  the  letter,  but  having  no  fenfe  of  the  myftery,  what  it  is  myftically 
to  eat  and  drink  the  flejfh  and  blood  of  Chrift  (of  him  who  is  life,  and  gives 
life)  and  to  dwell  together  with  him  in  the  one  Spirit,  light,  life,  and 
power  eternal. 

For  wiib  thee  is  the  fountain  of  life ;   in  thy  light  fbatt  we  fee  lights  PfaL 
xxxvi.  9.     Oh !  bleiied  are  they  that  can  experimentally  fpeak  thus,  who 
know  the  fountain  of  life,  and  dwell  there,  where  light  fhines  more  and  more ! 
Hoy  every  one  that  thirjietb^  come  ye  to  the  waters  \  and  he  that  bath  no  money y 
come  ye^  buy  and  eat :  yea  come^  bttf  wine  and  milk  without  money^  and  without 
price.    Wherefore  do  ye  fpend  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread  ?  and  your 
labour  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not  ?  hearken  diligentfy  unto  me^  and  eat  ye  that 
which  is  goody  and  let  your  foul  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefs.     Incline  your  ear^  and 
come  unto  me ;  bear^  and  your  foul  fhail  live ;  and  I  wiU  make  an  everlajling 
covenant  witbyou^  even  the  fure  mercies  of  David j  Ilaiah  Iv.  i,  2,  3.     Here's 
happinefs,  true  happinefs,  full  happinefsl    He  that  experiences  this  one 
portion  of  fcripture  is  happy.     He  that  knows  the  true  thirft  after  the  true 
waters,  and  comes  to  the  waters  which  he  thirfts  after,  and  knows  how  to 
buy,  and  hath  bought  the  wine  and  milk  which  is  to  be  had  at  the  waters 
(Oh  !  who  knows  what  this  buying  is  !  this  is  beyond  all  talk  and  outward 
profeffion  concerning  the  thing,  concerning  the  precious  pearl ;  this  is  the 
l"eal,  hearty  trafficking  of  the  wife  merchant  for  it).     And  then  to  hearken 
diligently,  and  eat  that  which  is  good,  and  to  have  the  foul  delight  itfelf  in 
the  fatnefs  of  God's  houfe,  in  the  riches  and  fatnefs  of  his  goodnefs  and 
mercy  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  and  not  only  to  tafte  of  mercy,  but  to  witncfs  it  fure 
in  the  everlafting  covenant,  that  God  will  never  be  wroth  with  me  more, 
never  be  a  ftranger  to  me  more,  never  depart  from  me  more,  nor  fuffer  me 
to  depart  from  him ;  but  prcferve  me  pure  and  chafte  to  him,  through  his 
love  flicd  abroad  in  my  heart,  and  his  holy  fear,  which  conftrains  me  to 
abide  with  him,  and  to  keep  his  commandments. 

But  whofoever  drinketh  of  the  water  that  Ifhallgive  bimy  fhall  never  tbirfi : 
but  the  water  that  Ifhallgive  bim^  fhall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water  fpringing  up 
into  everlajling  lifcj  John  iv.  14.  Is  not  this  an  univerfal  promife,  to  be 
made  good  to  every  one  that  drinks  of  the  water  of  life,  of  the  water  that 
Chrift  gives  ?  Did  not  Chrift  promife  it  Ihould  be  a  well  ?  a  fpringing  well  ? 
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The  fountain  is  of  a  fpringing  nature :  and  is  not  every  drop  <rf  the  fame 
nature  ?  of  a  living  nature  ?  oF  a  fpringing  nature  ?  He  that  rightly  drinks, 
doth  he  not  receive  a  well  ?  Oh !  the  water  which  Chrift  giveth !  doth  it  not 
become  a  well  in  the  true  difciple,  in  the  living  difoiple,  out  of  which  well 
the  water  is  ftill  fpringing  and  flowing,  to  nouriih  up  with  life  and  unto  life, 
even  with  life  of  an  cverlafting  nature,  and  unto  life  everlafting.  Oh !  the 
pure  glofry  that  is  revealed  in  the  gofpel-difpenfation !  why  is  it  fo  hid  from 
mens  eyes,  who  profefe  themfelves  to  know  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to 
be  his  difciples  ? 

For  the  life  was  manifefiei^  and  we  have  feen  H  -,  and  bear  wiinefi^  and  Jhetv 
unto  you  that  eternal  life  which  was  with  the  Father^  and  was  manifejled  unio 
us.  That  which  we  have  feen  and  heard^  declare  we  unto  yoUy  that  ye  alfo  msy 
haive  feUowflnp  with  us\  and  truly  our  felkwfhip  is  with  the  Father^  and  with 
his  Son  Jefus  Chrift^  i  John  i.  2,  3.  This  is  precious  to  experience  the  Kfc 
inwardly  manifefted,  and  to  come  out  of  death  inwardly  felt,  into  life  in- 
wardly manifefted,  and  fo  to  come  into  the  holy  fellowlhip  with  the  Father 
and  Son,  and  with  the  faints  in  light :  for  he  that  comes  out  of  the  darknefs 
into  the  light,  comes  out  of  the  fellowfliip  of  the  dead  into  the  fellowfliip 
of  the  living. 

Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft. 
Take  nry  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart  •,  and 
ye  fhall  find  reft  unto  your  fouls.  For  my  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my  burthen  is  light. 
Matt.  xi.  28,  29,  30.  This  invitation  of  Chrift  was  to  be  fulfilled  in  the 
hearts  of  his  difciples ;  and  it  is  precious  inwardly  to  witnefs  it  iffeftually 
in  the  heart,  as  really  as  ever  it  was  fpoken  by  him.  To  be  able  to  fay,  in 
the  evidence  and  demonftration  of  his  Spirit,  It  is  true,  I  did  labour,  I  was 
heavy  laden,  none  could  eafe  or  help  me,  till  he  called,  till  he  knocked  at 
the  door  of  my  heart,  and  till  I  came  to  him  and  received  him  in ;  and  he 
hath  made  good  his  word  to  my  foul ;  he  hath  given  me  reft  from  my  la- 
bours and  heavy  loads.  He  hath  laid  his  yoke  upon  me,  and  I  have  took 
it  and  borne  it,  and  have  learned  of  him  to  be  meek  and  lowly  in  heart  like 
him,  and  I  have  found  reft  to  my  foul.  And  now  I  fhall  never  complain 
more  of  his  yoke  or  burthen,  he  hath  made  it,  and  doth  daily  make  it,  fo 
eafy  and  light  to  me. 

^nd  we  know  that  the  Son  of  God  is  come,  and  hath  given  us  an  underftand- 
ing,  that  we  may  know  him  that  is  true ;  and  we  are  in  him  that  is  true,  even 
in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift.  This  is  the  true  God  and  eternal  life,  i  John  v.  20. 
There  is  an  inward,  fpiritual  coming  of  the  Son  of  God  into  the  heart,  by 
which  coming  (to  them  that  receive  him)  he  giveth  a  new  and  fpiritual 
underftanding,  whereby  they  know  him  that  is  true  (and  without  it  they 
cannot)  and  are  ingrafted  into  him  and  found  in  him ;  partaking  of  his 
life  and  righteoufnefs,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father;  and  fo  in  true  un- 
derftanding are  able  to  fay,  Lo  this  is  the  God,  this  is  the  Saviour  we  waited 
for.    This  is  the  true  or  very  God,  and  eternal  life*    What  arc  all  notions 

about 
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ftbout  God)  and  about  his  Son  Chrift  Jefus,  to  this  inward  fenfe  and  expe- 
rience of  them  ? 

..  God  who  commaniei  the  light  to  ftdne  out  of  darkmfsy  bath  Jhtned  in  our 
hearts^  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge,  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of 
Jefus  Chrijty  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  Oh !  how  precious  is  it  to  be  able  to  witnefs  this 
in  mcafure !  to  -experience  God  (hining  upon  my  tabernacle  (as  Job  fpeaks. 
Job  xxix.  2,  3.)  and  by  his  light  my  walking  through  darknefs !  It  is  true, 
Chrift  was  the  light,  he  had  the  fuUnefs  of  light,  and  the  apoftles  a  very 
great  proportion :  but,  bleffed  be  the  Lord,  I  have  received  fome,  and  am 
changed  by  it,  and  become  light  in  the  Lord ;  and  walk  with  God,  and 
dwell  with  God  in  the  light,  even  as  he  is  light,  and  dwells  and  walks  in 
the  light.  Is  not  this  a  blefled  teftimony  ?  and  is  not  he  bleffed  who  can  fet 
his  feal  to  it  ? 

fVbich  veil  is  doHe  away  in  Chrift^  2  Cor.  iii.  14.  It  was  promrfcd  of  old, 
that  in  the  mountain,  where  God  would  make  the  feaft  of  fat  things,  he 
would  deftroy,  fwallow  up,  or  do  away  the  veil,  or  that  which  veils  the 
life  and  glory  of  the  Lord  from  man,  and  hinders  it  from  being  revealed 
in  him,  ^aiah  xxv.  6,  7.  Now  in  Chrift  ther<*  is  no  veil ;  in  his  light,  life, 
fpirit,  and  power,  there  is  no  veil :  where  they  are  inwardly  manifefted  and 
received,  the  veil  is  done  away,  and  the  gloiy  of  the  myftery  revealed  and 
beheld. 

If  ye  continue  in  my  word^  then  are  ye  my  difciples  indeed ;  and  ye  fhall  know 
the  truths  and  the  truth  fhall  make  yoU  free^  John  viii.  31,  32.  What  is  this 
word  which  the  difciples  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  are  to  continue  in  ?  I,s  it 
any  lefs  than  Spirit  arid  life  ?  And  what  is  it  to  be  a  difciple  indeed,  but  to 
learn  the  law  of  life  at  his  mouth,  and  to  continue  therein  ?  And  what  is 
the  truth  which  makes  free  ?  Is  it  not  the  living  Truth  (the  Word  which  lives 
and  abides  forever)  the  powerful  Truth,  the  operative  Truth  ?  This  cuts  be- 
tween a  man  and  his  lovers ;  this  divides  bet>yeen  foul  and  fpirit,  joints  and 
marrow,  and  makes  the  foul  free  from  that  evil  fpirit  which  hath  embon- 
daged  it.  It  fanftifieth,  it  cleanfeth,  it  reneweth,  it  quickeneth,  it  giveth 
ftrength,  it  maketh  free  from  the  foul's  enemies,  from  the  bondage  of  fin 
and  corruption,  and  brings  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God : 
and  they  that  are  made  free  from  fin  by  that  which  is  contrary  to  fin,  and 
which  fubdues,  overcomes,  and  deftroys  fin,  they  doubtlefs  are  free  indeed. 
Oh !  precious  is  it  to  experience  this,  even  the  truth  that  is  free  from  fin, 
and  makes  free  from  fin  all  that  truly  know  it,  and  are  joined  to  it,  and  live 
and  abide  in  it ! 

For  fin  fhall  not  have  dominion  over  you-,  for  ye  are  not  under  the  law^  hut 
under  grace,  Rom.  vi.  1 4.  What's  the  law  ?  what's  the  miniftration  of  the 
law  ?  Is  it  not  the  miniftration  of  the  letter?  of  that  which  is  holy  and  righ- 
teous, by  an  outward  or  literal  command  ?  Wliat*s  grace  ?  Is  it  not  the  in- 
ward teacher,  which  inwardly  inftrudteth  to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly 
luftsj^  and  to  live  foberly^  righteoufly,  and  godly,  i^c  ?  Is  it  not  the  mini- 
ftration 
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ilration  of  the  Spirit  and  power  ?   Is  it  not  the  miniftraCion  elf  tlie  neifv 
covenant,  where  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  is  written  in  the 
heart)  and  the  commandment  of  life  made  eafy  by  the  power  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  who  manifefts  himfelf  within  to  make  willing  unto,  and  to  fttengtbea 
to  obedience  ? 

Now  they  that  are  under  this  grace,  under  this  Spirit,  under  this  power^ 
doth  it  not  break  the  power  and  dominion  of  fin  in  them,  and  fet  them 
free  therefrom  ?  Can  fin  break  in  upon  jthofe  who  dwell  under  t^e  fhadow 
of  the  Almighty  ?  Indeed  a  man  may  be  under  a  literal  difpenfation  of  holy 
commands  againft  fin,  and  yet  be  under  the  power  of  fin :  but  he  that  is 
gathered  under  the  wing  of  Chrift,  under  the  grace  and  Spirit  of  the  gofpel, 
turned  from  Satan's  power  to  God's  power,  and  within  the  wall  and 
bulwark  thereof,  he  witneflfeth  this  true,  Sin  hath  not  dominion^  fin  cannot 
have  dominion^  finJbaU  not  have  dominion  over  you.  No  device  of  the  enemy 
fhall  be  able  to  hurt  or  deflroy  on  God's  holy  mountain ;  for  his  light  (hines 
there  to  difpel  the  darknefs,  and  his  power  is  revealed  there,  to  fcatter  and 
dafh  in  pieces  the  (Irength  of  the  enemy  whenever  it  appears. 

Upon  all  the  glory  Jhall  be  a  defence^  Ifaiah  iv.  5.  Oh !  the  Lord  God,  by 
the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  gofpel,  in  the  day  thereof,  is  bringing  many 
fons  to  glory,  into  great,  inward,  fpiritual  gk)ry ;  yea,  into  exceeding  glory 
(for  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  exceeds  in  glory).  And  as  God  hath  or- 
dained this  glorious  miniftration  for  his  fons  and  daughters  under  the  new 
covenant,  fo  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  new  covenant,  when  it  breaks 
forth,  he  is  daily  working,  tranQadn^,  and  changing  them,  out  of  the  earthly 
nature  and  image,  into  his  own  divme  nature,  into  his  own  heavenly  ^ory, 
2  Cor.  iii.  18.  And,  blefled  be  the  Lord,  the  defence  of  his  power  is  ^read 
over  the  glory  of  his  holy  mountain,  io  that  nothing  can  make  a  prey  of, 
or  devour  the  birth  of  life,  or  deprive  of  the  inheritance  of  life  there.  The 
Lord  doth  not  only  give  a  blefled  lot  and  lines  in  pleafaiit  places,  but  he 
maintains  the  lot  of  his  children ;  fo  that  they  can  dwell  in  their  Father's 
houfe,  and  feed  on  the  heavenly  food  and  rich  dainties  of  the  kingdom,  in 
'  the  majefty  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  their  God  ^  which  is  fuch  a  dread  unto 
the  enemies,  and  fuch  a  defence  about  them,  as  none  can  make  afraid :  but 
they  are  kept  in  perfefl:  peace,  in  perfedt  reft,  in  pure  love,  out  of  which 
life  fprings  and  flows  continually. 

And  in  that  day  thoujhalt  fay^  O  Lordy  I  willpraife  thee ;  though  thou  waft 
angry^  with  me^  thine  anger  is  turned  away^  and  thou  comfortefi  me.  Behold^ 
God  is  my  falvation :  I  will  truji  and  not  be  afraid ;  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my 
Jirength  and  fong^  he  alfo  is  become  my  falvation.  therefore  with  joy  fhaU  ye 
draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvationy  Ifaiah  xiL  i,  2,  3.  Ohl  precious 
to  witneils  the  inward  Ipiritual  day  of  redemption  and  deliverance,  wherein 
praifes  from  a  living  fenfe  naturally  fpring  up  to  the  Lord !  to  witnefs  the 
reproofs  at  an  end,  the  anger,  indignation,  trouble,  and  forrow  at  an  end, 
and  the  Comforter  comcf,  miniftering  peace>  joy^  and  comfort  to  the  Ibul ! 

Ah! 
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Ah  r  when  the  Lord  is  felt,  the  falvadon  (his  prefence,  his  power,  his  life, 
his  virtue  the  falvation) ;  when  faith  fprings  towards  him,  and  the  fear  of 
the  enemy  (or  concerning  the  enemy)  is  banilhed  •,  when  he  is  experi- 
enced to  be  the  fouPs  daily  ftrength  againft  him ;  yea,  and  doth  lb  deliver, 
that  inftcad  of  .the  former  fear,  becaufe  of  the  fury  and  opprelfion  of  the 
enemy,  the  ibul  can  now  fing,  becaufe  of  that  ftrenjgth  and  heavenly  au- 
thority,, which  the  Lord  putteth  forth  and  exercifeth  in  the  heart  againit 
him !  When  the  well  or  life,  the  well  of  falvation,  the  Saviour's  well,  is 
kept  open,  and  the  Philiftines,  the  uncircumcifed  fpirit,  power  and  nature, 
caft  out,  that  they  can  Hop  it  no  more ;  but  the  foul  can  draw  the  water  of 
life  out  of  the  well  and  fountain  of  life  with  joy ;  ah !'  then  the  gofpel-dif* 
penfation  is  indeed  known,  and  the  blefied  eftate  thereof  witnefied  and 
experienced ! 

/  counfel  thee  to  h^  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire^  that  thou  mayefi  he  ricff  ;• 
and  white  raiment j  that  thou  mayeji  be  ckatbed^  and  that  the  Jbame  of  thy 
nahednefs  do  not  appear ;  and  anoint  thine  eyes  with  eye-falve^  that  thou  mayefl 
feey  Rev.  iii.  i8.  What  is  the  gold  tried  in  the  (ire,  which  man  is  to  buy 
of  Chrift,  that  he  may  be  made  rich  therewith  ?  What  is  the  white  raiment 
which  the  foul  is  to  be  cloathed  with,  without  wliich  it  is  naked  in  GodV 
fight,  and  in  the  fight  of  the  truly  difceming  (and  there  is  a  time  when  the 
fliame  of  its  nakednefs  will  appear  more  generally,  as  it  doth  already  to  the 
eye  of  the  fpiritual  man  who  judgeth  aU  things)  ?  What  is  the  eye-falve 
wherewith  the  eye  is  to  be  anointed,  *or  it  cannot  fee  ?  Is  it  not  precious  to 
purchafe  this  gold  and  raiment  of  Chrift,  and  to  have  this  eye-falve  to  anoint 
the  eye  with,  and  to  keep  it  open^  that  it  may  daily  fee  its  way,  and  walk  in 
t^ie  light  of  the  Lord  ?  Certainly  this  is  all  inward  and  fpiritual,  as  a  remnant 
witnds  it  this  day ;  glory  ta  the  Lord-  God^ 

But  the  anointing  which  ye  have  received  of  him:,  ahidetb  in  you ;  and  ye 
need  not  that  atrj^  man  teach  you :  but  as  the  fame  anointing  tedcheth  you  of  all 
things^  and  is  truth j  and  is  no  fye  -y  and  even  as  it  hath  taught  you^  yefhall  abide 
in  himy  i.  John  iL  27.  The  outward  anointing  was  a  (hadow  of  the  inward, 
and  had  a  gbry  in  it  under  the  difpenfation  of  the  law ;  and  the  inward 
anointing  in  the  goipel-difpenfation  is  fpiritual  and  divine,  and  exceeding 
glorious.  Chiift,  the  anointed  one,  anoints  all  his;  No  being  a  ion,  without 
being  begotten  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Father  -,  and  no  abiding  a 
foa,  but  by  the  virtue  and  power  of  the  lame  Spirit,  remaining  in  and 
with  the  foul ;  fo  that  every  Ion  receives*  of  the  anointing  of  the  Father : 
Chrift  received  the  Spirit,  the  fullnefs,"that  he  might  give  to  them  a  pw-o- 
portion.  Now  to  experience  this  anoinring,  and  to  experience  it  abiding 
and  teaching  all  things ;  and  to  know  this  voice,  the  voice  of  the  (hcpherd, 
the  voice  of  the  anointing,  which  the  Iheep  ftill  finds  to  be  true,  and  no  lie  v 
aijd  to  abide  in  the  vine,  in  the  life,  in  the  Spirit,  in  the  power,  as  this 
Spirit  or  anointing  teacheth :  Oh !  here's  the  fwect  ftate,  the  clear  ftatc,  the 
bleiTed  ftate !  Here  the  promifes  and  blellings  are  Yea  and  Amen  in  Chrift : 

and 
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and  the  foul  can  fay,  he  is  fakhfol  and  juft  who  hath  protnifed,  who  hath 
^ned  the  treafures  of  life  to  his  family,  to  \m  feovifc,  to  hia  children,  to 
hts  feivants,  and  idefleth  them  with  all  fpiritqal  bleffings,  in  heavenly  things, 
ip  Chrift. 

Surely  his  fahdtion  is  mgb  fbem  ^tbat  fear  him^  thai  glory  may  dwell  in  our 
land :  mercy  and  truth  are  met  '^' rigbteoufnefs  and  peace  have  kiffod.  Truth  Jball 
fpring  out  of  the  earth  %  and  righteoufnefs  jhall  look  down  from  heafoen.  Tea^ 
tie  Lord  fbaU  give  that  "v^ich  is  good ;  and  our  land  Jhall  yield  her  increafe. 
Righteoufnefs  Jhall  go  before  bimy  and  JhaU  fel  ns  in  the  way  of  bis  Jieps^ 
Pfel.  Ixxxv-  9.  to  the  end.  Is  it  not  precious  to  witnefs  that  fear  of  God  in 
die  heart  to  which  falvation  is  nigh,  and  the  land  wherein  glory  dwells  ? 
Where  mercy  and  truth  meet,  righteoufoefs  and  peace  kils  ?  Where  truth 
fprings  out  of  the  earth,  and  righteoufnefs  looks  down  from  heaven  ?  Where 
Ggd  gives  that  which  is  good,  and  the  land  of  the  living  yields  the  increafe 
of  life  to  him  ?  Where  righteoufnefs  goes  before  him,  and  he  fets  his. in 
the  way  of  his  ftcps  ?  Where  the  Lamb  goes  before,  and  the  way  is  not 
known,  but  as  the  Lamb  goes  before  and  leads  into  it  ?  Where  God  is  the 
Ihepherd,  and  the  foul  doth  not  want,  becaufe  he  makcth  it  to  lie  down  in 
paftures  of  tender  grafs,  and  leadeth  by  the  waters  of  quietneis  (where  it 
drinks  of  the  In'ook  in  the  way)  and  in  the  paths  of  righteonfiiefi  for  his 
name's  iake  ?  See  PfaL  xxiii.  is  there  not  a  kingdom  of  daiknefs,  a.  land 
of  iniquity  inwardly  ?  and  do  not  they  that  dwell  there,  and  fit  there,  dwell 
in  darknefs,  and  fit  in  the  region  and  ftiadow.of  death  ?  And  is  th»e  not  a 
travel  out  of  this  land  into  the  holy  land  (the  land  of  light,  tlie  land  of 
the  living)  and  a  tranllation  out  of  this  kingdom  Mo  the  kingdom  of  the 
dear  Son  ?  And  is  not  God  the  ihepherd  there  ?  Chrift  the  bHhop  of  the  foul 
there  ?  and  doth  not  he  overfee  and  take  care.jof  fouk  there,  leading  them 
into  frefh  paftures,  and  by  the  foft  flowing  waters  ?  Is  not  iklvanon  nigh 
there,  yea,  round  about  that  land  ?  Do  not  mercy  and  truth  meet  there  ? 
righteoufnefs  and  peace  kifs  there  ?  yea,  doth  not  the  glory  of  the  Moft  High 
dwell  in,  and  ovcrihadow  that  land  ?  Is  not  the  eye  of  the  Lord  upon  it  for 
good,  from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other  ?  doth  not  he  watch  over  it  night 
and  day,  that  none  hurt  it,  and  water  it  in  the  proper  fealbns  ?  Oh  !  who  can 
utter  the  goodncfe  and  glory  of  the  Lord  which  is  revealed  and  flxines  here ! 

Rev.  iii.  20.  Behold^  Ifixmd  at  the  door  and  knock  \  if  arty  man  hearttiy  voice, 
and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to  bim^  and  willfup  with  bimj  and  be  with  me. 
Here  are  feveral  things,  which,  in  their  order  and  feafons,  the  living  come 
to  a  certain  and  fenfible  experience  of. 

As,  Firft,  Chrift  ftanding  at  the  door  and  knocking.  What  is  the  door  at 
which  he  ftands  ?  and  how  doth  he  knock  ?  How  doth  the  contrary  fpirit 
knock  ?  how  doth  his  Spirit  knock  ? 

Secondly,  What  is  his  voice  ?  and  how  is  his  voice  heard  ?  To  hear  Wif- 
dom's  cry  «fithin,  in  the  inward  ftreets;  his  call  at  the  door,  at  which  he  would 

enter ; 
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enter ;  muft  not  the  true  ear  in  fome  meafure  be  opened  firft  ?  Can  any  one 
bear  without  an  ear  ? 

Thirdly,  What  it  is  to  open  the  door  ?  There  is  a  door-keeper's  date  to 
be  witneffed,  and  the  right  door-keeper  knows  how  to  open  and  how  to 
(hut  the  door,  and  is  exercifed  in  opening  and  ihutting  the  door.  The  king 
of  glory  is  to  be  opened  to,  and  let  in ;  but  no  wolf,  no  ftranger,  no 
itrange  fpirit,  is  to  be  hearkened  or  opened  to. 

Fourthly,  What  Chrift*s  coming  in  is  at  the  door  opened  to  him  ?  When 
he  knocks,  would  he  not  come  in  ?•  Would  he  fland  always  at  the  door 
knocking?  Nay,  nay;  when  the  door  is  opened  at  which  he  knocks,  he 
who  is  the  refurreftion  and  the  life  enters ;  the  king  of  righteoufnels,  the 
king  of  peace,  enters ;  he  who  is  the  wifdom  .and  power  of  God  enters  -, 
and  what  becomes  of  the  power  and  goods  orthe  enemy  then  ?  Doth  he 
not  kill  and  deftroy  them  ?  Doth  he  not  confume  and  devour  them  ? 
Doth  he  not  empty  the  houfe  of  them,  and  garniih  the  houfe  witli  that 
which  is  truly  pure,  glorious,  and  beautiful  ? 

I^aiily,  What  is  it  to  have  him  fup  vuth  the  ibul?  And  what  is  it  for 
the  foul  to  fup  with  him  ?  Is  not  here  eating  and  drinking  in  his  Father*s 
kingdom  ?  Doth  he  not  firft  deftroy  the  deviFs  kingdom,  and  then  fet  up 
his  own  kingdom  ?  And  doth  he  not  fad  with  the  foul,  and  feaiLwith  the 
foul,  in  the  kingdom  which  he  fets  up  there  ?  Oh !  that  all  men  knew  how 
near  he  who  is  eternal  life  is  to  them !  Doth  not  God  fearch  the  heart  ? 
Is  not  he  near  the  heart  ?  Doth  not  his  light  (hine  there,  in  the  midft  of 
man's  darknefs  and  corruption?  Doth  not  his  power  reach  thither,  and 
aHault  and  trouble  the  enemy  ?  Dpth  not  his  pure  love  wherewith  he  loveth 
man  pierce  thither  ?  Doth  he  not  knock  ?  Doth  he  not  call  ?  Doth  he  not 
touch  ?  Doth  he  not  draw  ?  Doth  he  not  give,  at  times,  fome  living  ten* 
der  fenie  to  many  hearts,  who  too  much  negle£i:  and  defpiie  him,  and  re- 
gard not  the  day  of  liis  tender  vifiting  riiem,  and  calling  after  them  ?  Oh ! 
how  is  the  love  of  God,  the  Spirit  of  God,  the  life  of  God,  the  wifdom  of^ 
God,  the  power  of  God,  the  drawings  an4  inftrudUons  of  his  grace  day  by 
day  refiited  by  the  wifdom  and  will  of  the  fklh,  in  thofe  that  are  born 
thereof,  and  hearken  thereto,  and  fo  live  after  the  flelh,  and  not  after  that 
which  reproves  the  flefc  ?  ^ 

Many  more  icriptures  might  be  mentioned^  and  alfo  fenGbly  and  livingly 
witneffed  to;  but  thefe  are  enough  to  give  a  tafte.  The  Lord  open  mens 
underltandings  into  the  thing  itfelf,  and  give  them  the  key  which  opens 
into  the  truth,  even  into  the  myftery  thereof,  wherein  is  the  hidden  life  and 
virtue,    j^n. 
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^  few  Words  concerning  the  true  Cbriji  j  bow  it  mcy  be  certainfy  ani 

infailibfy  known  wbicb  is  be. 

This  queftion  relates  not  to  his  outward  •appearance,  in  the  <kys  •  of  his 
flefli ;  but  to  his  inward  and  fpiritual  appearance,  how  it'  may  be  tcnown. 
To  which  the  anfwcr  on  my  heart  is.  Even  after  the  fame  way,  and  by  the 
^me  means  is' he  to  be  known  in  his  inward  appearance,  as  he  was  known 
in  his  outward ;  v^hich  was  by  the  revealing  of  the  Father.  For  none  knows 
ibe  Son  but  by  the  Father^  and  be  to  wbom  the  Father' reveab  him.  And  when" 
Simon  Peter  confefled  him  to  be  Chrift,  e  Son  of  the  living  God,  Blejfed 
(faid  he)  art  thou^  Simon  B$r-Jona ;  for  jUp  and  -blood  bath  not  revealed  it 
unto  thee^  but  wy  Father 'Which  is  in  heaven^  Matth.  xvi.  i6,  17. 

And  if  none  could  know  Chrift  in  his  appearance  in  the  flefh,  notwith- 
ftanding  fo  many  manifeft  and  exprefs  prophecies  concerning  him,- but 
fuch  only  to  whom  the  Father  revealed  him  -, '  how  (hall  any  know  his  in- 
ward and  fpifitual  appearance,  unlefs  they  be  taught  of  the  Father,  and 
liear  and  learn  of  him  lb  to  do  ? 

But  more  particularly  to  (hew  how  the  Father  revealed  his  Son,  and  how 
they  came  to  know  in  that  day  that  he  was  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  the 
Holy  One,  the  anointed  Saviour ;  and  that  the  fame  way,  and  by  the  fame 
means,  people  that  will  truly  kndw  him,  muft  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
him  now; 

Firft,  They  came  to  know  him  by  the  manifeftation  of  the  life  that  was 
in  him,  -  by  the  fuUnefs  of  the  grace  and  truth  which  dwelt  in  him,  and 
put  iffelf  forth,  ft)  as  to  be  ^ifcerned  by  the  inward  and  fpiritual  eye  in 
them.  For  the  life  was  mantfefted^  1  John  i.  2.  The  life  which  was  in  him 
was  man!fefted  to  the  (piritual  eye  which  was  in  them ;  and  thus  they  came 
to  know  him. 

Secondly,  By  his  voice  and  knocks.  Thus  faid  he  concerning  his  (heep 
in  thofe  days,  that  they  knew  his  voice,  John  x.  4.  Oh !  he  hath  fuch  a 
voice,'  as  none  hath  but  he !  He  fpeaks  in  his  Father's  authority  (not  as  the 
fcribes,  not  as  earthly-wife,  learned  men) ;  he  fpeaks  in  the  evidence  and 
demonftration  oftGod's  Spirit.  The  words  which  he  fpeaks  are  Spirit  and 
life ;  they  that  hear  his  voice  live  *,  and  when  he  ftands  at  the  door  and 
knocks,  he  pierceth  deep. 

Oh !  the  beatings  of  his  hand  upon  the  tender  and  fenfible  hearts  and 
confciences !  Oh !  his  fecret  reproofs,  his  fecrct  inftrudions,  his  fecret 
quickenings  and  enlightenings !  How  did  they,  and  how  do  they,  eternally 
make  him  manifeft  in  the  hearts  and  confciences  of  his  ?  • 

Thirdly,  By  his  baptifm,  or  by  his  baptizing  into  his  own  Spirit  and 
power.  While  people  were  in  expedtation,  and  mufcd  in  their  hearts  of 
John,  whether  he  were  the  Chrift  or  not,  John  anfwers  the  cafe,  and  tells 
them  how  they  might  difcern  and  know  the  true  Chrift.    It  is  not  I,  who 

baptize 
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Baptize  with  water ;  but  he  chat  baptizeth  with  the  Holy  Gbcftj  and  with 
fire\  vobofefan  is  in  bis  band^  &c  Luke  ill  15,  16,  17.  Was  not  this  tben 
and  is  not  this  wWy  the  way  to  know  the  true  Chrift  ?  He  that  knpweth 
him  who  inwardly  and  fpiritually  baptizeth^  him  who  hath  the  fan,  who 
inwardly  fenneth  and  purgeth  the  floor^  gathering  in  the  wheats  and  burn- 
ing up  the  chafi;  doth  not  he  inwardly,  truly,  and  fpiritually  know  Chrift  ? 
He  that  knoweth  the  word,  which  is  quick  and  powerful,  and  (harper  than 
any  two-edged  fword,  piercing  even  to  the  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and 
fpirit,  ^and  of  the  joints  and  marrow,  and  is  a  difcerner  of  the  thoughts 
.and  intents  of  the  heart  \  doth  not  he  know  the  word  wbicb  was  in  the  he-- 
gins^ngy  wbicb  was  with  God,  yea,  wbicb  was  Godf  For  he  is  the  only 
learclv^r  of  the  heart,  and  trier  of  the  reins. 

Fourthly,  By  his  mighty  works.  Tbe  works  wbicb  tbe  Fatber  bath  given 
nu  to  fimjh^  tbe  fame  works  that  I  do  bear  witnefs  of  me^  that  the  Father  bath 
fent  me,  John  v.  36.  And  when  John  fent  two  of  his  difciples  to  Jefus 
with  this  queftion :  jirt  thou  be  that  fhould  come,  or  look  we  for  another  f 
Chrift  bids  them  go,  and  tell  John  what  things  they  had  feen  and  heard ; 
bow  that  tbe  blind  fee^  tbe  lame  walk,  the  lepers  are  cleanfed,  tbe  deaf  bear,  tbe 
dead  are  raifed,  to  tbe  poor  the  gofpel  is  preached  \  and  blefjed  is  be  wbofoeverfhall 
not  be  offended  in  me,  Luke  vii.  22,  23,  JVby  herein  is  a  marvellous  thing 
(faid  the  blind  man)  that  ye  know,  not  from  whence  he  is,  and  yet  he  bath  opened 
fny  rfes,  John  ix.  10.  He  who  hath. the  power,  and  putteth  forth  the  power 
inwardly;  who  openeth  the  inward  eye,  the  inward  car,  loofeth  the  in- 
ward tongue,  caufeth  the  inward  feet  to  walk  in  the  way  of  life,  and  the 
inward  hands  to  work  the  works  of  God ;  he  is  the  MelTiah,  the  Saviour, 
the  Word  of  life,  the  Son  of  the  living  God.  They  that  believe  in  him,  in 
his  Spirit,  in  his  power,  in  his  inward  appearance,  have  the  witnefs  in 
themfelves,  the  living  teftimony,  which  none  can  put  out,  or  take  away 
from  them.  He  hath  opened  mine  eyes,  he  hath  opened  my  heart,  he 
hath  raifed. me  out  of  the  grave,  he  hath  given  me.  eternal  life.  He  hath 
changed  me  inwardly,  created  me  inwardly,  by  the  working  of  his  xnighcy, 
power ;,  and  I  daily  live,  and  'am  prcferved,  and  ^row  by  the  fame  power. 
I-fecl  his  life,,  his  virtue,  his  power,  his  prefence  day  by  day.  He  is  with 
me,  he  lives  in  me ;  and  I  live  not  of  myfclf,  but  by  feeling  him  to  live 
in^  me,  finding  life  Ipring  up  from  him  into  me,  and  through  me ;.  and 
therein  lies  all  my  ability  and  ftrcngth  for  evermore. 

ji  few  Words  in,  the  Bowels  of  tender  Love  and  Goodrwill  to  my^ 
•  native  Cmintry^, 

It -is  written^  When  thy  judgments  are  in  tbe  earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
world  Jhall  learn  right eoufnefs.  Oh !  that  this  might  be  verified  concerning 
thee,  O  England !  even  that  thou  mighteft  learn  righteoufnefs,  and  that 
the  days  of  thy  uncjghtcoufnefs  might  come  to  an  end  i  Have  not  God*s 

Li  2^  jyadgmcnts* 


judgments  been  upon  thee  ?  Yea,  trt  not  God*»  judgments  ftill  upwrt  t)fMf 
And  can  any  thing  divert  them  from  ^xHtiing  more  upon  thee,  but  thy 
fycedy  returning  unto  the  Lord,  in  breaking  off  chy  fins  by  unfeigned  le- 
pentance  ?  Oh !  that  thou  mighteft  be  fenfible  of  the  haiid  of  the  Lwd, 
and  mighteft  he^  the  Fod^  and  him  who  hftth  appointed  it !  The  Lord  bath 
power  over  all  nations,  and  can  break  them  in  pieces  as  a  potter's  veflel. 
They  are  but  as  the  drop  of  a  bucket,  -as  the  imail  doft  of  the  balance  i 
they  are  before  him  as  nothing,  and«  are  counted  xti  him  kfs  {ban  nothingi 
and  vanity.  ' 

Read  IfaL  xtiv.  fee  how  God  will  plead  wifh  nations^  and'  cotifider  ytht* 
dier  he  be  not  deaKng  thus  with  thee  ?  Oh !  hath  not  i&iWi  been  foutid  in 
thee,  and  is  not  that  found  in  thee,  which  provokcth  the  Lord  exceedingly  ? 
Oh !  that  the  weighty  fenfe  of  thy  fins  were  upon  thee,  and  that  thou  mighteft 
truly  r'epent,  and  turn  from  them ;  that  thou  mighteft  reap  the  benefit  M 
God's  judgments,  and  learn  righteoufnefs,  and  his  indignation  might  be 
removed  from  thee,  and  his  tender  bowels  of  comp^dikm  move  towards 
•thee. 

But  perhaps  (bme  may  fay,  'What  is  tbtrigbMufnefs  WiJheuU  Udm  f 

Afifvs.  Oh !  leaiti  to  know  God ;  that  is  a  righteous  thing.  Learn  to 
fear  God  ;  learn  to  worfliip  him  aright.  How  is  that  ?  Why  in  his  own 
Spirit  and  truth,  in  which  he  feeks  «>  be  worfliipped.  Lei^  humility  to- 
wards God ;  learn  jufticc  and  mercy  towards  men ;  learn  to  love  thy  ene- 
mies. If  ye  will  be  Chriftians,  that  is  the  law  of  Chrift ;  but  that  which  is 
called  the  Chriftian  world,  many  of  them  have  not  yet  learned  fo  much  as  to 
love  their  friends :  but  hate  and  perfecute  fuch  as  'fear  the  Lord,  and  feck 
their  good,  and  ftand  in  the  gap  to  keep  back  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  from 
breaking  in  upon  them,  and  are  wreftling  mightily  whii  him,  with  ftrone 
cries,  that  he  would  ftay  the  fharpnefi  thereof,  that  it  might  not  break  forth 
to  their  deftruftion. 

Learn  to  do  to  others  as  ye  would  be  done  to.  Do  not  do  to^any,  becaufe 
of  their  religion  and  tender  confcienccs  towards  the  Lord,  what  ye  would 
not  have  done  to  yourfelves  becaufe  of  your  religion.  How  long  will  it  be 
ere  ye  'learn  this  ?  How  many  judgments  and  diftreflcs  fliall  come  upcni  you, 
before  ye  bow  in  fpirit  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  and  yidd  yourfelves 
in  fubmiflion  to  him,  to  learn  thefe  things  of  him  ? 

Queft.  But  htmjballwe  learn  right eaufnefs  f 

Anfw.  Retire  inwardly  to  that,  and  hearken  inwardly  to  that,  which  g^ves 
the  fenfe  of  judgments,  and  learn  of  that;  and  that  will  wean  you  inwardly 
from  all  your  unrighteoufhefs,  and  teach  you  righteoufnels.  There  is  that 
inwardly  in  the  unregenerate  which  hardens  and  mifleads ;  there  is  alio  that 
inwardly  which  tenders,  melts,  teacheth,  and  leadeth  aright,  as  it  is  be- 
lieved in  and  obeyed. 

Oh !  that  men  knew  the  difference  between  tKefe  two,  and  how  to  tun 
from  the  one  tQ  th«  odier !  For  out  pf  the  lieart  proceeds  all  that  is  evil  imd 

vain, 
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•Vain,  and  out  of  the  heart  are  the  ifTues  of  life  alfo.     Tht  well  or  pucfdle 

'  of  the  muddy  waters,  of  the  waters  of  Egypt,  of  the  wine  of  Sodom,  and 
waters  of  Babylon,  is  there  \  and  the  well  and  ciftcm  of  the  pure  waUfcrs*  is 

*  there  alfo. 

Oh !  my  native  country,  that  thou  mi^teft  be  the  firft  nation  in  this  age 

•t)f  the  world  that  might  pafs  dirough  the  judgments  of  Godj  and  b^ 
cleanfed  thereby,  and  be  happy!  Oh!  that  thy  rulers  and  governors  were 
weaned  from  the  fpirit  and  wifdom  of  this  world,  and  might  receive  of 
God's  holy  Spirit  and  wifdom,  and  judge  and  govern  themfelves  and  the 

.  people  thereby  1  When  the  Jew  outward  was  chofen  to  be  the  people  of 
God,  did  not  he  pour  out  of  his  Spirit  to  govern  them  by  ?  Were  the 
judges,  kings^  and  leaders  thereof  only  anointed  with  outward  oil  ?  Were 
they  not  alfo  anointed  with  God's  Spirit  ?  And  can  any  Chriffian  magiftrate 

'.  govern  aright  any  Chriftian  nation  without  the  afliftance  and  guidance  of 
the  fame  Spirit  ?  And  oh !  that  all  the  people  were  anointed  sdfo,  that  they 
might  be  inwardly  kings  and  priefts  to  the  Lord,  and  the  kingdom  of 

'  Chrift  might  be  inwardly  fet  up  in  all  their  hearts,  and  every  man  might 
reign,  in  and  through  him,  over  the  enemies  of  his  own  foul !  Oh !  that 
the  power  and  glory  of  the  Lord  might  cover  thy  governors  and  inhabitants, 
O  England !  Oh !  the  prayers  that  have  been  long  put  up  in  bowels  of 
tendernefs  for  thee !  Oh !  the  befom  of  the  Lord,  the  befom  of  his  righte- 
ous judgments,  that  it  mieht  fweep  the  hearts  of  men  inwardly,  that  this 
nation  might  be  prepared  for  the  glory  of  the  Lord  (for  the  glory  which 
he  reveals  in  his  heavenly  birth)  to  break  forth  outwardly,  to  the  admira* 
rion  and  magnifying  of  the  work  of  his  power  in  the  eyes  of  all  beholders ! 
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FLESH   arid    BLOOD 
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CHRIST, 

In  the  Mystery  and  in  the  Outward, 

Briefly,    plainly,    and    uprightly   Acknowledged,    and 

Teftified  to ; 

For  the  SatisfaAion  and  Benefit  of  the  Tender-hearted, 

WHO 

Defire  to  Experience  the  Qoickening,    Healing,  and  Cleanfing 

Virtue  bf  it. 

WITH 

A  Brief  Account  concerning  the  People  called  Qjc;  a  k  e  r  s^ 

in  reference  both  to  Principle  and  Doftrine. 

Whereunto  are  added, 

Some  few  other  Things,  which,  by  the  Bleiling  of  God,  may  be  experi- 
mentally found  ufeful  to  the  true  Pilgrims  and  faithful  Travellers  out  of 
the  Nature  and  Spirit  of  this  World. 

Written  in  true  Love  and  Tenderncfs  of  Spirit  by 

ISAAC     PENINGTON. 

And  without  controverfy  great  is  the  wy fiery  of  godlinefs.  God  was  manifefi  in 
tbefiejh^  jufiified  in  the  Spirit^  feen  of  angels^  preached  unto  the  Gentiles^  be^ 
lieved  on  in  the  worlds  received  up  into  glory ^  i  Tim.  iii.  i6. 

Of  whom  are  the  fathers^  and  of  whom  a^  concerning  thefiejh  Cbrift  came^  who  is 
over  ally  God  blejfed for'ever.  Amen.  Rom,  ix.  5. 
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H  AVI  NG  been  lately  at  London,  upon  occaGon*  of  a  meering  between  ^ 
ibnie  of  tl^e  people  called  Qu  aiders,  and  ibme  of  the  people  called 
BAPTISTS,  and  other  confederates,  wherein  I  was  fomewliat  conceded, . 
being  charged  or  brought  in  by  Thomas  Hicks,  in  his  fecoml  book  of  Dia* 
logues,  called  Continuation^  p.  4.  to  prove,  that  the  Quakers  account  the 
blood  of  Chrill  no  more  than  a  common  thing ;  and  having  been  at  thac 
hieeting  to  clear  my  innocency  in  that  particular ;  but  the  thing  not  then 
coming  in  queftion,  and  I  being  to  return  to  my  habitation  in  the  coun- 
try (though  I  ftaid  alfo  a  fecond  meeting  for  that  purpofe) ;  it  was  on  my 
heart,  in  the  clearnefs  and  innocency  thereof,  to  give  forth  this  teftimony, 
to  take  off  that  untruth  and  calumny  of  T.  H.  bodb  from  the  People  c^ed 
Quakers,  and  myfelf  •,  being  both  of  us  greatly  therein  injured,  as  the 
Lord  God  of  heaven  and  earth  knoweth.     I  have  had  experience  of  that 
defpifed  people  for  many  years,  and  I  have  often  heard  them  (even  the  an- 
tient  ones  of  them)  own  Chrift  both  inwardly  and  outwardly.    Yea,  I  heard 
one  of  the  antients  of  them  thus  teftify,  in  a  publick  meeting  many  yeass 
fmce.  That  if  Chrift  had  not  come  in  the  fleCh,  in  the  fullneft  of  time,  to  •■ 
bear  our  fins  in  his  own  b6dy,on  the  tree,  and  to  offer  himfclf  up  a  facri-- 
fice  for  mankind,  all  mankind  had  utterly  perifhed. 

What  caufe  then  have  we  to  praife  the  Lord  God^  for  fending  his  Son 
in  the  likenefs  of  finful  fleih,  and  for  what  his  Son  did  therein !  O  pro- 
feflbrs!  do  not  pervert  our  words  (by  reading  them,  with  a  prejudiced 
mind)  quite  cpntrary  to  the  drift  of  God*s  Spirit  by  us !  If  ye  mould  thus 
read  the  holy  fcriptures,  yea,  the  very  words  of  Chrift  himfelf  therein,  and 
^ive  tliat  wifdom  of  yours  which  fights  agalnft  us  icc^  to  comment  upon 
them,  and  perverts  them  after  this  mander,  what  a  ftrange  and  hid^us 
appearance  of  untruth  and  contradiftion  to  the  very  fcriptures  <rf  the  Old 
Tcftament  might  ye  make  of  that  wonderful  appearance  erf  God?  For  the 
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words  of  Chrift  feemed'  fo  fooHlh  and  impoffible  to  the  wife  men  of  that 
age,  that  they  frequently  contradicted,  arid,  fometimcs  deridcci  him.  ,  . 

If  wc  be  not  of  God,  we  (hall  come  to  nought;  nay,  we  had  not  ftood  to 
this  day,  if  his  mighty  power  had  not  upheld  us,  Wf  copld  not  have:  ftood 
inwardly,  nor  could  we  have  ftood  outwardly,  againft  the  fierce  affaults  wc 
have  met  with  both  ways.  And  as  we  have  not  had  by-ends  to  move  us 
inwardly,  fo  neither  have  we  had  by-ends  to  move  us  outwardly,  as  our 
God  knoweth. 

Oh !  T.  H.  doft  thou  believe  the  eternal  judgment  at  the  ^reat  day,  not 
outwardly  only  in  notion,  ^ut  ii^wirdly  in  hpaiT^pi|! 'ttenrt^Bfidcr  Kow 
wilt  thou  aniwer  it  to  God,  for  faying  (o  many  things  in  the  name  of  a 
people,  as  their  belief  and  words,  which  never  were  fpoken  by  any  one  of 
them,  nor  ever  came  into  any  one  of  their  hearts  llnnoceUcy  ih  me,  1!^ 
in  me,  truth  in  me,  the  Chriftian  ipirit  affd  nature  in  nbe,  is  a  witne^ 
againft  thee,  that  thou  wroteft  thy  dialogues  out  of  the  Chriftian  nature 
and  Spirit;  and  thy  brethren,.  WHliam  Kiffin  jartd  the  reft>  who  lunre  ftood^ 
by  thee  to  juftify  thee  (or  at  leaft  feemed  jfo  to  da)  miift  take  notice  of  thefe. 
tUngs,  and  condemn  them  In  tbee,  or  tt>ey  :9^l  f  xpofe  them&lyes  (and 
their  religion),  to  the  righteous  judgment  of  .Go^  and  of  aU  who. love « 
truth,  and  hate  forgery  and  deceir,^ 

I  pity  thee ;  yea,  I  can  tri4y  iay^  I  forgive  thce>the  injury  tfiou  baft  doiie^ 
me  (though  indeed  it  is  very  great,  thus  to  r^prefcnt  -nac-publicfcly;  what 
thou  couldft  not  have  dofte,  if  chou  hadft:  equafiy  omifid»ed  Ithc  things 
written  in  that  book)-,,  and  Iialfecfefjre.thatithmiiaayc&te^^ 
thou  haft  fo  evilly  done,  ar^d  confefs  iti  beforV^  God,  ;  that  he  aIfo-;might  for-1 
give  thee.    Oh !  I  would  not  bear  the  weight  of  this  fin  atflie  judgment^i 
feat  of  Chrift  for  ten  thoofand  worlds  I  AM  that  theft  booki  (hould  be  fo 
long  publick,  andxhy  brethren  takis^  no.  notice  of  them,  ibut  rather  at  Jdl:' 
apply  themfclvcs  to  juftify  thee,  oh  I  hqwr.wiU.they  anfvrer  this  thing;: 
when  they  come  to  anfwer  it  for  ever!  Oh !  i^y;  will  ye  fet  opWi  inter^; 
againft  our  Lord  Chrift  (who  is  the  trut.b,  'and  tdacheth  truth)  and  bend  jJl' 
your  ftrength  and  underftapding  to  make  liesi  faiftioolis,.Jand  ftHrgcriqs  to. 
appear  as  if  they  were  truth,  and  not  forg^rif^^:? :.   J  .    • 

If  ye  will  judge  yourfdves^  ^n<i  rcp^t  .<>€r.thejfe: things,  yciftiall  not-bs) 
condemned  of  the  L^rd ;  but  if  ye  wiU  go  onj  to  cover  and  iudexhis  great 
iniquity,  ye  (hall  not  profper  there jn. .  .  /.     ,:'.,.;  . 

As  for  my  particular,  I  had  committed.  my'<;aufe  tjo^the  Lord,  and  in-» 
tended  to  have  been  wholly  filent,,krtowiflgajyiixnocency^^^^^ 
by  him  in  this  particular  at  thp  gjreat  dfty^.-ft^i.^K  k)vei'  triitK,  andupw- 
rightnefs  wherein  I  wrote  thefc  things  owne^;by^hio3.  .  .     .  \  ''    i"  K  /..    } 

But  in  the  love  of  God,  and  in  theftilln^feandtcirfernefe' ofinyfpirit,: 
I  was  moved  by  him  to  write  what' follows.  And' oil !  xhatiit  woirfd  pltefe" 
the  Lord  to  make  it  fcrviceable  even  to  T.  -H,  bimfelf,  for  his:gbod.:      J      '» 

Vol,  IL  K  k  THE 


>  ' 


[  *io  1 


•    •  r       / 

r 


» 
1 


^1        ri        ■    I  I  I       ■      »«<pw ^    III  ■■  I     ■■!  I     »  iiwuin  »  f      ■  >■■■      I'^l    ■  I  '        ■   '■    I      "I  ' 


«      ) 


T  HE 


t 


■  • 


# LES H  and  B LOO  D  oif  CHRIST,  ^c. 


A      •  O     •  I    'V^* 


I.N.  theffccffnd'jpoitef  Thontes  HfckiVIX^  called  Continuation^  p.  4. 

i:he  niakctli>iais'perfuil«ttd Quaker fpeiik  thusr  Thou  fayefi^we  account  the 
>  hbod'if  Cbri/tm  wort  ^^an  a  tommon  things  yea^  no  more  than  the  blood 
(f  a  domnmnbitf.  To' which  he  makes  his  per(oB2ced  Chriftian  anfwer  thus  : 
Ifkak::PinmUm  (.whD  I  fuMofe-ii  an  -apfrwei  Sfuaker)  ajks  this  queftion ;  Can 
outward  imd. choice  f  ^ketff/Mt^^  faiPb  be^i^e  miift  enqmroy  whether  it  was 
tboilood:of  He  wily  Jiat^  ii^  of  th4^  human  nature'^  or  4he  Hood  within  the  veil^ . 
viz.  of  that  Jpiritual  man^  cofffijling  of  fiefh^  ''blosdy  and  bonesy  which  took  on 
hm  -the  viil,  or>  hitman  nature.  It  is  not  the  bloid  of  the.  veil}  that  is  but  out* 
wati,  '^nd  cam  ^t^oUrd  blood  cleoffe  ? 

.  Ham  td^faris^^  ang^  that  defire  to  ond^rftaAd  the  troth  as  it  is,  and  to- 
kfiow  l«^hkt:cbes:rAceiit-of  !iny  heart*  and  words  (as  fpoken  bf  me)  was,  I 
ihsdl  fir^ iayr.fbinewhat  to  l^k^  ftacing  the  queftion,  and  then  open  my  heart, 
nakedly  and  plainly,  as  it  then  vas,  and  ftill  is,  in  this  niatter. 

"Firft,  I  anfwer,  diefe  Were  'not  my 'Words,  which  he  hath  iet  down  as 
naoiie^  but  words*  of (hi&  low  A  patching  up,  pardy  out  of  feveral  queries  of 
iptne^  andlpartfyottt  ^of  his  owii  conceivings  upon  my  queries,  as  if  he  in- 
tended to:majoe:wie  ^pj^ear.  both  ridiallous  and  wicked  at  once.  For  I  no 
where  iay,' ot  afflftti,  ofr  did  evcr^jdGeve,  that  Ghrift  is  a  fpiritual  man,  con- 
fining of  flefhyiiblood^  and  bones^  which  took  on  him.  the  veil  of  human 
nature.  Thus  he  reprefents  me  as  ridiculous.  It  is  true,  Chjift  inwardly, 
or^ascto  liis'linward  being,  was  a  Spirit,  or  God  blefled  for  ever»  manifefted 
in  fi^i.iviiioit  <Q>  fpeak  properly.)  dannot  have  ilefh,  bloody  and  bones,  as 
man  hath.  And  then,  befides  his  alterations  at  the  beginning,  putting  in 
oiily!iaurJjci«uiJ&/of^iiny>  q  and  leaving  out  that  which  next  follows 

(lKhkk>mf^ht.^ve  nMmfefted  my  drift  and  intent  in  them)  he  puts  in  an 
aifinnatb^  whkrh  wjis  not  'mine,  in  thefe  his  own  words :  //  is  not  the  blood 
of  the  veil'^  that  is  but  outward^  and  then  annexeth  to  this  affirmadon  of 
his  own,  the  ivbrdskif  my  former  query.  Can  outward  blood  ckanfef  As  if 
thefe  wohlfi  ,'of  mine  (Ca^  outward  blood  ckanfe  f)  dkl  neccflarily  infer  that 
the  blood  of  thrift  is  but  a  common  thing. 
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H^f ern  he  reprefents  tne  ^ked,  and  makes  me  fpeak,  by^  his  thaDging 
und  adding,  that  i/irhich  nei^er  was  in  my  heart,  and  the  contrary  wherctol 
•have  feveral  times  affirmed  in  that  very  book  where  thofe  feveral  queries 
were  put  (out  of  which  he  forms  thb  his  o^iv  query,  giving  it^  forth  in  my 
name).  For  in  the  loth  page  of  that  book,  bcginninjg  at  line  3.  I  po- 
fitively  affirm  thus  :  that  Cbrift  did  offer  up  the  jUjh  afid  blood  of  ihat  body 
(though  not  only  fo,  for  he  poured  out  his  foul,  he  poured  out  his  life)  a 
facrifice  or  offering  for  fin,  a  facrifice  unto  the  Father^  and  in  it  tafted  death 
for  every  man ;  and  that  it  is  upon  confideration  (and  through  Go^s  acceptance 
of  this  facrifice  for  Jin)  that  the  fins  of  believers  are  pardoned^  that  God  might  be 
Jufl^  and  thejuftifier  of  him  who  believeth  in  JefiiS;^  or  who  is  of  the  fakh  of 
Jefus.  Is  this  common  flelh  and  blood  ?  Can  this  be  affirmed  of  common 
flefli  and  blood  ?  Ought  not  he  to  have  confidered  this,  and  other  paffages 
in  my  book  of  the  fanrc  tendency,  and  not  thus  have  reproached  me,  and 
mifreprefcnted  me  to  the  world  ?  Is  this  a  Chriftian  fph-it  5  or  accordingtb 
the  law  or  prophets,  or  Chrift's  do6trine  ?  Doth  he  herein  do  as  he  would 
be  done  by  ?  Oh !  that  he  had  a  heart  to  confider  it !  I  might  alfp  except 
againil  thde  words :  human  nature  (which  he  twice  putteth  in)  bein^  not  my 
words,  nor  indeed  my  fenfe  j  for  by  human  nature,  as  I  judge,  is  under- 
ftood  more  than  the  body :  whereas  I,  by  the  word  veil,  intended  no  more 
than  the  flefli  (or  outward  body),  which  in  fcripture  is  exprelsly  fo  called, 
Heb.  X,  20»  through  the  veil^  that  is  tofc^y  hisflejh. 

Secondly,  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  this,  that  he  hath  not  cited  the 
place,  page»  or  pages  j  nay,  not  fo  much  as  named  the  book,  where  thofe 
words  or  fayings  which  he  attributeth  to  me  are  written  j  whereby  any  per- 
fons  that  are  not  willing  to  take  things  upon  bare  report  ('efpecially  in  fo 
deep  charges,  rcflefting  not  only  upon  one  perfon,  but  a  whole  people), 
might  confulc  the  place,  and  fee  whether  they  were  my  words  or  no ;  and 
whether  the  queries  I  did  put  (indeed  to  the  hearts  of  people)  had  any  fuch 
drift  or  no,  and  might  compare  the  words  (if  they  were  mine)  both  with 
what  went  before,  and  alfo  rollowed  after ;  and  with  what  was  faid  in  fe- 
veral other  places  of  the  book,  which  fpeak  of  Chrift*s  flefli  and  blood  as  of 
ho  common  thing,  but  as  that  which  God  makes  ufe  of  toward  the  re- 
demption of  mankind. 

Thirdly,  The  drift  of  all  thofe  queries  in  that  book  was  not  to  vHify  the 
flefli  and  blood  of  Chrift,  by  rcprdenting  it  as  a  common  or  ufelefs  thing, 
but  to  bring  people  from  fficking  in  the  outward,  to  a  fenfe  of  the  inward 
myftery  j  without  which  inward  fenfe  and  feding,  the  magnifying  and  crying 
up  the  outward  doth  not  avail.  Indeed,  at  that  time,  I  was  in  a  great  ex- 
crcife  concerning  profeflbfs  :  love  was  deeply  working  in  my  heart ;  and  I 
was  in  a  very  tender  frame  of  fpirit  towards  them,  as  any  may  perceiv^^ 
who,  in  the  fear  of  God  and  in  meeknefs  of  fpirit,  fliafl  read  that  book 
(k  is  intituled,  ^  juefiion  to  the  profeffors  of  chrijlianify,  whether  they  have  the 
tPuCy  livings  power ftdy  fa/ving  knowledge  of  Cbrift ^  or  w,  &c.)  And  in  this 
*  K  k  2  tender 
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tender  frame^  in  the  midft  of  my  crying  xx>  God  for  tbem^  thofe  queries; 
from  a  true  fenfe  and  underllanding,  iprang  up  in  nay  heart,  even  to  necef- 
fitate  them,  if  poffible,.to  fome  fenfe  <^  the  myftery,  which  there  is  an  ab- 
folute  neceflity  of  unto  true  chriftianity  and  lalvacion.  This  was  the  very* 
intent  of  my  heart  in  the.feveral  queries,  which  generally  fpeak  of  one  and 
the  fame  thing,  under  feveral  metaphors  and  figures.  And  that  this  was 
my  intent,  thefe  words  following,  in  the  fecond  page  of  my  preface  to  that 
book,  do  plainly  exprefs ;  the  words  are  thefe  :  Uow  to  dra%v  mens  minds  to 
a  fenfe  of  truths  to  a  fenfe  of  that  which  is  the  toing^  that  they  might  know  the 
bread  indeed^  that  they  might  know  the  living  waters^  corns  Uthem  and  drink 
t hereof y  and  find  Chrifl  in  them  a  well  of  water  fpringing  up  to  eternal  life\ 
therefor^  was  it  in  mf  heart  to  give  forth  this  quefiion  and  the  enfuing  queries ^ 
which  he  that  rightly  anfwers^  mufl  know  the  thing  \  and  he  that  doth  not  know 
the  things  by  his  inability  to  apfwer,  may  find  that  he  doth  noty  andfo  may  wait 
upon  God,  that  he  Unay  receive  the  knowledge  ofit^^and  come  to  it^  for  the  eternal 
life  which  it  freely  giveth. 

And  that  I  did  mean  the  myftery^  when  I  Ibake  of  bread,*  water,  the 
wine,  the  live  coal  from  the  altar,  the  leaves  of  the  tree  of  lite,  the  putting 
on  Chrift,  the  flelh  and  blood  of  Chrift,  i^c.  is  very  plain  to 'him  that  reads 
iingly.  But  to  make  it  manifeft,  pardcularly  concerning  the  Befh  and  blood 
of  Chrift,  I  fhall  recite  one  query,  it  is  the- 33d  query,  page  29.  The 
query  is  thus :  b  not  the  true  church  fkfh  of  Chriji' s  flefi^  arid  bone  cf  bis  hone? 
Is  not  the  falfe  or  afttichri/iian  church  flefh  of  Antichrift^s  flefb^,  and  bone  ofAnti^ 
chrift^ s  bone  ?  What  is  the  flefh  of  the  fpiritual  whore^  which  is  to  be  firipped 
naked  and  burnt  with  fire  ?  Shall  ever  the  churchy  which  is  of  ChnfU^s  fiefb^  be 
firipped  naked  and  burnt  with  fire  ?  Nay^  doth  not  his  flefh  make^  able  to  abide  the 
devouring  fire^  and  to  dwell  with  the  everlafling  burnings  ?  Can  this  poflibly 
be  underftood  of  outward  flefh  and  bone  ?  Is  it  not  manifeftly  intended  of 
fiefli  and  bone  in  the  myftery  ?  Yea,  that  it  did  relate  to  die  myftery,  in 
that  very  query,  out  of  which  he  takes,  the  four  firft  words,  and  no  more, 
is  very  manifeft  by  the  following  words  of  the  fame  query.  It  is  the  1 7th 
query,  page  25.  The  query  runs  thus ;  Can  outward  blood  cleanfe  the  eon" 
fcience  ?  Te  that  are  fpiritual,  confider  j  can  outward  water  wafh  the  foul  clean  ? 
Te  that  have  ever  felt  the  blood  of  fprinkling  from  the  Lord  upon  your  con^ 
fciencesy  and  your  conferences  cleanfed  t hereby y  did  ye  ever  feel  it  to  be  outward  ? 
It  if  one  thing  what  a  man  apprehends  (in  the  way  of  notion)  from  the  letter  con^ 
ceming  the  things  of  God,  and  another  thing  what  a  man  feels  in  Spirits  Is  it 
not  manifeft,  by  the  exprels  words  themfelves,  that  I  fpake  of  the  inward 
feeling  of  the  blood  in  the  myftery  ? 

Fourthly,  This  query,  Can.  outward  blood  cleanfe  the  confidence^  &c.  doth 
not  neceffarily,  nor  indeed  at  all  infer,  that  the  blood  of  Chrift,  as  to  the 
outward,  was  but  a  common  thing,  or  ufelefs.  If  I  had  been  to  anfwer  this 
query  myfclf,  he  doth  not  know  what  my  anfwer  would  have  been.  It  was 
put  to  the  profefiors  to  anfwer  inwardly  in  their  hearts,  who  I  did  believe, 

upon 
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upon  ferious  confideration,  could  not  but  confefs,  in  way  of  anfwer  thereto^ 
that  outward  blood  itfelf  (or  of  itielf)  could  not*  cleanfe  and  purge  away 
the  filth  tTiat  was  bward ;  but  that  muft  be  done  by  that  which  is  inward,,^ 
living,  and  Ipiritual.  Then  hereby  they  had  been  brought  to  fee  the  neceC- 
fity  of  the  myftery,  the  Spirit,  the  power,  the  life  of  the  Son,  to  be  in-^ 
wardly  revealed  u»  them  *,  and  then  I  had  obtained  my  end.  Nor  was  I 
their  enemy  in  defiring  or  aiming  a^  this  for  them,  or  in  letting  queries 
before  them,  which  to  my  eye  (as  in  the  fight  of  God)  feemed  proper  and 
conducible  in  themfelves  (however  they  might  fail  as  to  them)  towards  the 
obtaining  of  this  end.  And  if  they  could  once  come  to  this,  to  own  the 
flefh  and  blood  in  the  myftery,  and  fo  come  to  partake  of  its  cleanfing  and 
nouriibing  virtue,  and  not  fix  and  appropriate  that  to  the  outward  which 
chiefly  belongs  to  the  myftery  -,  I  fay,  if  they  could  but  go  thus  far  with 
me,,  in  owning  the  inward  life  and  power  in  the  fenfible  feeling  and  opera- 
tion thereof,  I  could  meet  them  a  great  way  in  fpeaking  glorious  things  of^ 
and  attributing  a  cleanfing  or  wafhing  virtue  to  the  outward,  in,  and  through, 
and  with  the  inward.  For  I  do  not  (eparate  the  inward  and  outward  in  my 
own  mind ;  but  the  Lord  opened  my  heart,,  and  taught  me  thus  to  diftin- 
guifh,  accbrding  to  the  fcriptures,  in  love  to  them,  and  for  their  fakes. 
For  that  was  not  my  intent  to  deny  the  outward,  or  make  it  appear  as  a 
common  or  ufelefs  thing.  There  was  never  fuch  a  fenfe  in .  my  heart,  nor 
was  ever  word  written  or  fpoken  by  me  to  that  end ;  which,  to  make  more 
manifeft,  I  (hall  now  plainly  open  my  heart,  how  it  hath  been,  and  is  ftill 
with  me  in  this  relpeft,  fince  it  pleafed  the  Lord  and  Father  of  mercies  to 
reveal  the  myftery  of  himfclf  and  of  his  Son  in  me. 

In  the  firft  place,  I  freely,  confefs,  that  I  do  own  and  acknowledge,  as  in 
God's  fight,  oiTR  Lord  Jesus  Christ^  his  flesh  and  blood  in  the 
MYSTERY.  TJie  apoftle  Paul  fpeaks  of  the  myftery  of  God,,  and  of  the 
Father,  and  of  Chrift,  Colojf.  ii.  2.  '^TheSon  was  revealed  in  him.  Gal  i.  i5. 
and  fo  he  knew  the  myftery  of  Chrift,  and  preached  the  myftery  of  Chrift, 
Colojf.  iv.  3,  He  was  made  an  able  minifter  of  the  new  covenant,  not  of 
the  letter,  but  of  the  Spirit  or  myftery ;  and  fo  he  preached  the  wifdom  of 
God  in  the  myftery  or  Spirit,  x-  Cor,  u.  7.  2  Cor.  iii.  6.  Colojf.  i.  25,  26, 
27..  and  he  had  great  conflift  to  bring  people  to  the  rich  knowledge  and 
acknowledgment  of  the  myftery,  chap.  iL  i,  2.  He  was  fent  to  turn  men 
from  darknefs,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  (which  is  a  myftery,  and  wodss^ 
in  mens  hearts  in  a  myftery)  to  the  light,  to  the  Spirit  and  power  of  God, 
which  b  a  myftery  alfo  5  and  remiffion  of  fins  is  received .  in  and  through 
this  myftery.  Alls  xxvi.  18.  And  I  defire  every  ferious  and  tender  heart  to 
confider,  whether,  thia  knowledge  of  Chrift  in  the  myftery,  was  not  that 
which,  he  called  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift  his  Lord,' 
PbiL  iil.  8.  Certain  I  am,  that  the  knowledge  of  God  and  Chrift  in  the 
myftery,  is  the  moft  excellent  knowledge,  and  no  Icfs  than  life  eternal,  in- 
wardly revealed,  and  felt  from.  God  in  the  heart.    And  here  no  legal  righ- 

teoufneia. 
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teoufiicfs,  no  felf-righteoufncfs  can  ftand;  but  the  virt;ue  and  powefof 
Chrift^s  death  and  reforfcftion,  inwafdhr  rcVeakd  arid  felt  in  the  rayftcrv, 
fubdues  and  deftroys  it  all.  Indeed  felt rightcoufiiefs  may  be  given  tip  m 
the  way  of  notion,  or  feemingly  deftroyed  as  to  mens  apprehenfions,  with* 
out  the  revealing  of  working  of  the  myftery  ;  but  it  cannot  be  deftroyed  in 
reality  but  where  this  is  felt :  but  where  the  myftery  is  known,  is  received, 
and  throughly  works,  felf-righteou(ftcfs  can  have  no  place  there.  Now 
the  apoftle,  who  was  acquainted  with  the  myftery  of  Chtift,  he  Ipcaks  of  his 
body,  flelh,  and  bones,  in  the  myftery,  Eph.  v.  30.  (and  if  there  be  flefli 
and  bones  in  the  myftery,  is  there  not  sdfo  blood  in  the  myftery  ?)  yea,  the 
apoftlc  John  fpeaks  of  the  Spirit,  water,  and  blood,  ijobnv.  8.  Now 
confider  ferioufly,  are  all  thefe  of  one  and  the  fame  nature  ?  or  arc  they  of  a 
different  nature  ?  the  Spirit  of  one  nature,  and  the  water  and  blood  of  an- 
other nature  ?  Blefled  be  the  Lord,  the  birth  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit, 
and  is  fpiritual,  knoweth  the  nature  of  the  Spirit  which  begat  it,  and  knoweth 
water  which  is  inward  and  heavenly,  and  blood  which  is  not  at  all  of  an  in- 
ferior nature  to  it :  and  Jefus  Chrift,  our  Lord  and  teacher,  foeaketh  of  flelh 
•which  came  down  from  heaven,  which  flelh  is  the  bread  or  life,  which  he 
that  lives,  feeds  upon,  and  none  can  feed  upon  but  they  that  live.  And  by 
this  it  is  manifcft  (to  all  to  whom  God  hath  given  underftanding  in  the 
myftery)  that  his  flefti  and  blood  in  the  myftery  is  intended  by  him,  in  that 
he  faith,  He  that  eateth  nr^flejby  and  drinketb  my  bloody  dwelletb  in  me  and  lin 
him^  John  vi.  ^6.  This  dwelling  in  each  other  is  an  eflfeft  of  the  myftery, 
and  is  wimefled  by  none  that  know  not  the  myftery.  And  to  this  effcft 
Chrift  himfelf  exprefsly  expoundeth  it,  ver.  63.  It  is  the  Spirit  tbat  quickenctb^ 
'  the  flejb  prcfitetb  nothing :  the  words  that  IJpeak  to  you^  they  are  Spirit^  and 
tbef  are  life.  As  if  he  had  faid,  I  am  foeaking  of  the  foul's  food  -,  I  am 
fpeaking  of  the  heavenly  bread  j  I  am  (pealcing  ofSpirit  and  life;  I  am  (peak- 
>  ing  of  the  myftery,  which  ye  look  upon  and  underftand  as  outwardly  intended 
byme,  and  fo  mifs  of  the  myftery  of  the  Spirit,  wherein  is  the  quickening 
virtue,  and  look  only  at  the  outward  body  or  flefh,  which,  without  the  Spirit, 
profiteth  not,  nor  ever  can  profit  man. 

Secondly,  I  confefs  further,  that  I  have  the  fenfe,  experience,  and  know* 
ledge  of  this  alfo,  that  in  the  myftery  is  the  quickening  virtue,  the  cleanfing 
virtue,,  the  nouriftiing  virtue,  unto  life  eternal.  The  Spirit,  the  water,  the 
blood  inwardly  Iprinkled,  inwardly  poured  by  God  upon  the  foul,  inwardly 
felt  and  drunk  in  by  the  thirfty  earth,  do  cleanfe,  do  feed,  do  nourifli,  do 
refrcfti.  Doth  not  God  promife  to  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  his  Ifrael  in 
the  new  covenant,  and  they  fliall  be  clean  ?  and  to  pour  water  on  him  that 
is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  grounds  ?  Is  it  not  by  the  fpirit  of  judg- 
ment and  burning,  that  God  waflieth  away  the  iihh  of  the  daughter  of 
Sion,  &fc.  Ifai.  iv.  4.  Doth  not  the  five  coal  from  the  altar  puriiy  and 
take  away  the  iniquity  ?  Ifai.  vi.  0\x !  read  inwardly !  Oh  I  wait  to  be 
taught  of  God  to  read  inwardly,  that  ye  may  know  what  thefe  things  mean ! 

Why 
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Why  fliould  ye  .quarrel  at  the  precious  and  tender  openings  of  truths  in  love 
to  your  fouls  ?  . 

Thirdly,  I  have  likcwife  this  fcnfe,  and  have  alfo  had  this  knowledge  and 
experience,  that  the  outward  witliout  this  cannot  avail.  A  man  is  not 
cleanfed  by  notions  or  apprehenfions  concerning  the  thing,  but  by  the  thin| 
itfelf.  Let  a  mag  believe  what  he  can  concerning  the  blood  of  Chrift,  ani 
apply  to  himielf  what  promifes  he  can,  yet  this  will  not  do  (Oh !  how 
srievoufly  do  men  miftake  herein ! )  but  he  mult  feel  fomewhat  from  God, 
fomewhat  of  the  new  creation  in  Chrift  Jefus,  fomewhat-  of  his  light  (fliining 
from  him  the  Son  into  the  heart,,  fomewhat  of  bis  life,  fomewhat,  of  his 
I)ower,  working  againil  the  darknels  and  power  of  the  enemy  in  him« .  Now 
a  man  being  turned  to  this,  joined  to  this,  gathered  to  this  ftandard  of  the 
Lord,  tranflated  in  fome  decree  out  of  himfelf  into  this ;  here  fomewhat  of 
the  myftery  is  revealed,  and  found  working  in  him ;  and  fo  far  he  is  of  God, 
and  hath  fome  true  underftandbg  from  him.  And  here  alfo  he  hath  right 
to  Chriifs  fle(h  and  blood  in  the  outward,  and  to  all  the  benefits  and  pre- 
cious eflfeds  that  come  thereby.  For  by  owning  the  myftery,  and  receiving 
the  myftery,  we  are  not  taught  of  God  to  deny  any  thmg  of  the  outward 
flefli  and  blood,  or  of  his  obedience  and  fuSerinKs  m  the  Sefh,  but  rather 
are  uught  and  enabled  there  righdy  to  underftand  it,  and  to  reap  the  be- 
nefits and  precious  fruits  of  it. 

Fourthly,  The  Lord  hathfliewn  me  this  aUb,  very  manifeftly  and  clearly, 
that  in  former  times  (in  this  nation  as  well  as  elfewhere)  before  profeflbrg 
ran  fo  into  heaps  (I  mean,  into  feveral  ways  and  forms  of  church-iellowftiip 
U>  called)  they  bad  more  inward  fonfe  of  the  myftery  than  now  they  have ; 
and  were  a  great  deal  more  tender  (both  unto  the  Lord,  and  one  towards 
another)  than  now  they  are.  For  then  grace  in  the  heart,  and  the  inward 
feeling,  was  the  thing  that  was  moft  minded  among  the  ftri£ter  fort.  They 
did  not  mind  fo  much  bare  reading,  or  hearing,  or  praying,  or  any  outward 
obfervadon  whatfoeverr  as  what  they  felt  therein.  Let  men  have  iboken 
ever  fo  many  glorious  words  concerning  the  things  of  God  >  yet,  if  they 
had  not  been  fpoken  warmly  and  frdhly  by  him  that  fpoke  them,  there  was 
Utde  fatisfa£tion  to  the  foul  that  hungered  after  that  which  was  living,  but  ra- 
ther an  inward  grief  and  difTatisfa&ion  felt :  fo  that  in  that  day  there  was 
an  inward  fenfe  of  the  myftery  (though  not  a  diftin&  knowledge  of  it) 
which  was  precious  in  the  eye  of  God,  and  very  favoury  inwardly  in  the 
heart.  But  now,  in  fo  long  time,  by  looking  fo  much  outward,  and  beat- 
ing their  brains,  and  difpudng  about  the  outward,  many  have  very  much 
(of  not  wholly)  loft  the  ienfe  of  the  inward,  and  are  found  contending  for 
the  outward,  againft  the  very  appearance  and  manifeftadon  of  the  inward  ; 
and  fo  are  in  danger  of  being  hardened  and  foaled  up  in  that  which  is  dead 
and  literal,  out  of  the  limits  of  that  which  is  living  and  fpiritual.  It  is 
a  dreadful  thing  to  fight  againft.  thc^ living^  God>. and  his  living  appear- 
ance. , 
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ance  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  i^hom  he  chtifeth,  in  any  age  or  ^neration. 
The  Lx)rd  hath  been  pleafed  to  bring  us  (a.  poor  defpifed  remmuit)  bade 
to  that  which  firft  gave  tjs  life,  in  the  d^ys  of  our  former  profeffion.  Oh ! 
that  ye  were  brotlght  thither  alfo,  that  that  might  remove  the  veil,  hard- 
nefs,  darknefs,  and  deep  prejudices  from  you ;  which  can  never  be  removed 
while  ye  ftick  in  literal  apprehenfions,  without  the  lighfr>and  teachings  of 
God's  Spirit  I  Now  as  touching  the  outward,  which  ye  fay  we  deny,  be- 
caufe  of  our  teftimony  to  the  inward,  I  have  frequently  given  a  mdl  tolemri 
teftrmony  thereto *,  and  God  knoweth  it  to  be  the  truth  of  my  heart;  and 
that  die  teftifying  to  the  inward  (from  wliich  the  outward  came)  doth  not 
make  the  outward  void, 'but  rather  eftablilh  it  in  its  place  and  fervice.  God 
himfelf,  who  knew  what  virtue  was  in  the  inward,  yet  hath  oleafcdto  make 
ufe  of  the  outward ;  and  who  may  contradift  or  flight  nts  wiiciom  and 
counfel  therein  ?  Glorious  was  the  appearance  and  manifeftation  of  his  Son 
in  flefh ;" precious  his  fubje6tion  and  holy  obedience  to  his  Father ;  his  giving 
himfelf  up  to  death  for  (inners  was  of  great  efteem  in  his  eye !  It  was  a 
fpotlcfs  factifice  of  great  value,  and  efiedlual  for  the  remiifion  of  fins :  and  I 
cio  acknowledge  humbly  unto  the  Lord  the  remiffion  of  my  fins  thereby, 
and  blefs  the  Lord  for  it ;  even  for  giving  up  his  Son  to  death  for  us  all, 
and  givrag  all  that  believe  in  his  name  and  power  to  paruke  of  remiffion 
through  him. 

And  feeing  it  is  thus  with  me:  feeing  the  root  of  the  matter  is  in  me, 
Dh!  how  can  any  man,  that  hopes  to  be  redeemed  by  my  Lord  and  Saviour, 
reproadi  me  for  fpeaking  of  the  myftery,  without  the  leaft  derogation  to  the 
outward^  or  what  was  done  by  him  in  the  outward !  But  if  I  ikould  (peak 
vehemently  (Concerning  mens  negle6ting  the  myftery,  and  fetting  up  that 
which  is  outward  inftead  of  it  and  without  it,  I  fiiould  not  be  condemned, 
but  juftified  of  the  Lord  in  fo  doing.  Indeed  there  is  a  great  and  weighty 
charge  from  God's  Spirit  upon  the  profeflbrs  of  this  age,  for  departing  from 
the  inward  (I  mean  that  fweet  fenfe,  which,  in  fome  meafure,  God  gave 
them  in  former  times  of  the  inward)  and  magnifying  and  ftriving  to  eftablifh 
that  which  they  apprehend  concerning  the  outward,  without  it,  and  againft 
it.  Oh !  that  it  were  otherwife  with  them,  that  God  may  not  have  this  chaige 
to  manage  againft  them,  when  at  the  great  day  they  are  to  appear  before 
him,  and  be  judged  by  him  !  When  ^  that  have  flighted  or  fpoken  con- 
temptuoufly  of  his  Son's  appearance  in  flefli,  and  have  not  come  to  a  fenfe 
thereof,  and  repentance  for  it,  ftiall  be  condemned  \  and  they  that  have 
flighted  or  fpoken  contemptuoufly  of  his  appearance  in  Spirit,  ftiall  not  be 
juftified :  which  appearance  is  now  made  manifeft  in  the  hearts  of  many, 
blefled  be  the  Lord  for  it !  Oh !  what  cries  have  been  in  my  heart  many 
years  concerning  you,  O  ye  profeflbrs  of  all  forts  who  have  had  any  ten- 
dernefs  towards  the  Lord  !  that  ye  might  fee  and  know  the  Lord  Chrift ; 
and  confefs  him  in  Spirit,  in  the  myftery,  even  in  his  inward  appearance  in 
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The  CoNCLUSio:tT  of  the  First  Part.  : 

THERE  is  a  predous  promHe  of  God^af  ittdking  a  feaft  ot  fet  things 
ort  his  holy  mountain,  and  of  deftroying  there  the  fiace  of  the  cover* 
ing,  caft  pvtrdl  people,  and  the  veil  that  is  fpread  over  ill  nations, 
Ifaiai  xxv.  6,  7.  Now,  what  is  this  mountain  ?  Was  there  not  a  Mount 
Sion  under  the  law,  which  was  figurative  ?  and  is  there  not  a  Mount  Sion 
tinder  the  goifpel,  which  is  the  fubftance  of  that  figure  ?  and  did  not  thfe 
chriftians  in  the  apoftlcs  diiys,  who  were  called  of  God  and  fanftified,  come 
to  this  Mount  Sion,  and  to  the  dty  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Je- 
rufalem^  where  they  had  fcllowfliip  with  God  the  judge  of  allj  and  with 
Jefus  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  tfr.  ?  Heb.  xii.  12,  24.  Ahd 
was  not  the  veil  here  done  away  in  him  who  was  their  Lord,  their  lights 
their  life,  their  ftrength,  their  fim  of  righteoufnefs,  their  bright  and  mom- 
ing-ftar  ?  fo  that  with  open  face  they  could  behold  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
and  were  changed  thereby  into  his  heavenly  image,  from  glory  to  glory, 
2  Cor.  iii.  18. 

But  alas !  how  hath  that  life.  Spirit,  and  power  been  loft,  fince  the 
days  of  the  apoftles  !  Men  have  ftill  owned  the  apoftles  words,  and 
formed  many  notions  and  apprehenfions  out  of  the  letter,  but  loft  the 
apoftles  Spirit,  loft  the  knowledge  of  the  holy  mountain,  where  the  veil 
is  taken  away,  and  where  the  feaft  of  fat  things  is  made^  and  fo  are 
only  dreaming  about  eating  and  drinking  fpiritually,  but  know  not  what 
it  is  to  feed  on  the  living  fubftance.  And  fo  (being  ignorant  of  that) 
the  veil  is  oyer  their  hearts  while  they  read  the  prophets  words,  and 
Chrift*s  and  his  apoftles  words  ;  and  the  myftery  of  life,  and  of  the 
redeeming  power,  is  hid  from  their  eyes :  and  that  which  God  intended 
to  them  for  a  table,  is  become  their  fnare  (as  it  was  with  the  Jews); 
and  their  back  is  fo  bowed  down  under  the  loads  dnd  burthens  of  the 
enemy,  that  they  cannot  fo  much  as  hope  or  believe  in  the  power  of  life 
for  redemption  therefrom,  but  conclude  it  muft  neccffarily  be  fo  with  them 
all  their  days. 

Oh !  where's  the  faith  that  gives  vidory  over  the  enemies  ?  Where's  the 
ability  in  the  faith,  fo'to  refitt  him  as  to  make  him  fly  ?  Where's  Satan's 
falling  like  lightening  (Oh !  his  ftrength  before  the  power  of  the  Lord  is 
but  a  flafh  !)  and  the  God  of  peace  his  treading  him  under  the  feet  of  his 
faints  ?  Oh  !  where's  that  truth,  or  that  knowledge  of  the  Son,  which  makes 
free  from  him  ?  (John  viii.  32,  36.)  Where's  that  Spirit  wherein  liberty 
from  his  power  and  fnares  is  felt  ?  2  Cor.  iii.  17,  Where's  living  in  the 
'    Vol.  TL.  LI  Spirit, 
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Spirit,  and  walking  in  the  Spiiit,  and  m  the  pure  light  of  the  Lord,*  where 
he  cannot  come  ?  Where's  reading  of  the  icriptures  in  that  which  gives  to 
^itnefs  them,  and  which  fulfils  them  in  the  heart  ? 

dh !  the  myftery  of  godlinefs,  the  power  of  eodlinefs,  where  the  life  is 
revealed^  and  the  veil  taken  away,  and  an  underftanding  given,  opened,  and 
kept  open,  to  read  and  undeiltand  the  fcriptures  aright  y  yea,  and  the  hidden 
glory  alfo !  Where  it  cannot  be  faid  in  truth  to  thofe  that  are  there,  Ye 
know  not  the  fcriptures,  nor  the  power  of  God ;  but  ye  have  received  power 
to  become  fons  of  God,  and  ye  are  in  him  that  is  true ;  who  truly  opens 
the  fcriptures  in  your  hearts,  and  gives  you  the  enjoyment,,  inheritance,  and 
pofleflion  of  the  j^recious  promiies,  whereby  ye  are  made  partakers  of  the 
divine  nature,  and  live  in  him  who  is  the  head  and  fpring  of  that  naturew 
Oh!  that  people  that  profefs  Chriit  were  here  !  Oh !.  that  they  did  know 
liim  who  begets  1  and  then  they  would  not  be  fo  ignorapt  of  thofe  that  are 
begotten  by  him ;  but  would  come  into  the  true  faith,,  into  the  true  love^ 
into  the  true  knpwledge  and  obedience  of  him,,  whom  God  hath  appointed 
to  guide  and  govern,  and  build  up  the  whole  living  body.  The  Lord  guide 
me  inwardly  thither,  where  the  myftery  is  revealed,  and  the  fellowfhip  with 
God,  and  his  Son  and  faints,  held  in  the  mjrfteryi  For  our  fellowlhip  is  not 
in  a  notional  knowledge  concerning  Chrift,  but  in  the  life  idelf ;  which  the 
Lord  God  gather  his  people  more  and  more  into,  and  build  them  moie  and. 
more  up  in.    Amen* 
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BRIEF       ACCOUNT 


CONCERNING 


The  People  called  QJJ  A  K  E  R  S, 


I    N 


Reference   both  to  Principle  and  Doctrine. 


■I       < 


We  are  a  People  of  God's  gathering,  who  (many  of  us)  had  long 
waited  for  his  Appearance^  and  had  undergone  great  Diilrefs  for 
want  thereof. 

Qudl.T^  UT  fame  may  fay y  What  appearance  of  the  great  Gdd  and  Saviour 
J3  did  ye  want? 

Anfw.  We  wanted  the  prefcnce  and  power  of  his  Spirit  to  be  inwardly  ma- 
nifeftcd  in  oifr  fpirits.  We  had  (as  I  may  fay)  what  we  could  gather  from 
the  letter,  and  endeavoured  to  praftife  what  we  could  read  in  the  letter ; 
but  we  wanted  the  power  from  on  high,  we  wanted  life,  we  wanted  the 
prefence  and^fellowfliip  of  our  beloved;  we  wanted  the  knowledge  of  the 
heavenly  feed  and  kingdom,  and  an  entrance  into  it,  and  the  holy  dominion 
and  reign  of  the  Lord  of  life  over  the  flefti,  over  fin  and  death  in  us, 

Qucft.  How  did  God  appear  to  you  f 

Anfw.  The  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  did  arife  in  us,  the  day-fpring  from  on 
high,  the  morning-ftar  did  vifit  us,  infomuch  that  we  did  as  really  fee  and 
feci  the  light  and  brightnefs  of  the  inward  day  in  our  fpirits,  as  ever  we 
felt  the  darknefs  of  the  inward  night. 

Queft,  How  &d  God  gather  you  f 

Anfw.  By  the  voice  of  his  Son,  by  the  arm  of  his  Son,  by  the  virtue  of 
his  Son's  light  and  life  inwardly  revealed  and  working  in  our  hearts.  This 
loofed  us  inwanlly  from  the  darknefs,  from  the  bonds  of  fin  and  iniquity, 
from  the  power  of  >  the  captiver  and  deftroyer,  and  turned  our  minds  in* 
wardly  towards  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  to  mind  his  inward  appearance^  his 

L  1  2  inward 
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inward  ihinings,  his  inward  quickenings;  all  which  were  frefti  from  God^, 
and  full  of  virtue.  And  aa  we  came  to  be  fenrihlc  of  them,  join  to  them, 
receive  and  give  up  to  them,  we  came  to  partake  of  their  virtue,  and  to 
witnefs  the  refcuing  and  redeeming  of  our  fouls  thereby.  So  that  by  hear- 
ing the  Son's  voice,  and  following  him,  we  came  to  find  him  the  way  to 
the  Father,  and  to  be  gathered  home  by  him  to  the  Father's  houie,  where 
is*  bread  enougli,  and  manfions  of  reft  and  peace  for  all  the  children  of  the 
Moft  High. 

Now  as  touching  the  blefled  principle  of  truth,,  which  we  have  had  ex-  • 
perience  of,  and  teftify  to  (for  how  can  we  conceal  fo  rich  a  treafure,  and 
be  faithful  to  God,  or  bear  true  good-will  to  men!)  it  is  no  new  thing 
in  itfelf,  though  of  late  more  clearly  revealed,  and  the  minds  of  men  more 
clearly  direfted  and  guided  to  it,  than  in  former-ages.  It  is  no  other 
than  that  which  Chrift  himfelf  abundantly,  preached,  who  preached  the 
kingdom,  who  preached  the  truth  which  makes  free,  and  that  under  many 
parables  ^nd  refeo^blarices ;  fometimes  of  a  Uttle  feed,  fometimes  of  a  pearl 
lor  hid  treafure,  fometimes  of  a  leaven  or  fait,  fometimes  of  a  loft  piece  of 
filver,  fc?r.  Now  what  is  this,  and  where  is  this  to  be  found  ?  What  is 
this, which  is  like  a  little  feed,  a  pearl,,  lie.  and  where  is  it  to  be  found? 
What  is  the  field  ?  Is  it  not  the  world,  and  is  not  the  world  fct  in  man's . 
heart  ?  What  is  the  houfe  which  is  to  be  fwept,  and  the  candle  lighted  in  \ 
Is  it  not  that  houfe,  or  heart,  where  the  many  enemies  are  ?  A  man's  ene- 
mies, faith  Chrift,  are  thofe  of  his  own  houfe.  Indeed  the  teftimooy  con- 
cerning this  was  precious  to  us ;.  but  the  finding  and  experiencing  the  thing 
teftified  of  to  be  according  to  the  teftimony,  was  much  more. .  And  this 
we  fay  in  peffed  truth  or  heart,  and  in  moft  tender  love  to  the  fouls  of 
people,  tlut  whoever  tries,  ftiall  fiiul  this  little  thing,  this  little  feed  of  the 
kingdom,  to  be  a  kingdom,  to  be  a  pearl,  to  be  heavenly  treafui^,  to  be 
the  leaven  of  life,  leavening  the  heart  with  life,  and  with  the  moft  precious 
oil  and  ointment  of  healing  and  lalvation.  So  that  we  teftify  to  no  new 
thing,  but  to  the  truth  and  grace  which  was  frx>m  the  beginning  \  which' 
was  always  in  Jefus  Chrift,  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  diiponfed  by  him 
in  all  ages  and  generations,  whereby  he  quickened,  renewed, .  and  changed 
the  heart  of  the  true  believers  in  his  inward  and  fpiritual  appearance  in 
diem,  thereby  deftroyxng^  the  enemies  of  his  own  houfe,  and  faying  them 
from  them.  For  indeed  there  is  no  iaving  the  creature,  without  deftroy^ 
ing  that  in  the  creature,  which  brings  fpiritual  death  and  deftru^oo  upon 
it.  Ifrael  of  old  was  faved  by  the  deftroying  of  their  outward  >  eoemies  \ 
and  Ifrael  now  (the  new  Ifrael,  the  inward  lirael)  is  faved  by  the.deftruc-- 
tion  of  their  inward  enemies.  Oh  I  that  people  could  come  out  of  their 
own  wifdom,  aip4  wait  for  God's  wifdom,  that  in  i^  they  might  come  to  fee 
the  gfory,  the  exgellency,  the  exceeding  rich  virtue  and  treafores  of  life, 
that  are  wrapped  up  in  this  principle  or  feed  of  life.  5  and  fo  mi^bt  receive 
it,  g^ivc  up  tait,  and  come  to  part^e  t^epf* .       .  ; 
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And  as  •  touching  doftrincs,  we  have  no  new  doftrines  to  hold  forth. 
The  dodrines  held  forth  in  the  holy  fcriptures  are  the  doftrines  that  wc 
believe.  And  this  doth  farther  feal  to  us  our  belief  of  this  principle,  bc- 
caufe  wc  find  it  a  key  by  which  God  openeth  the  fcriptures  to  us,  and  giveth 
us  the  living  fcnfe  and  evidence  of  them  ip  our  hearts.  We  fee  and  have 
felt  in  it  to  whom  the  curfe  and  wrath  belongs ;  and  to  whom  the  love, 
mercy,  peace,  bleffings,  and  precious  promifes  belong ;  and  have  been  led 
by  God*s  Holy  Spirit  and  power  through  the  judgments  to  the  mercy,  and 
to  the  partaking  of  the  precious  promifes.  So  that  what  Ihould  we  publiQi 
any  new  faith,  or  any  new  doftrines  for  ?  Indeed  we  have  none  to  publifli ; 
but  all  our  aim  is  to  bring  men  to  the  ancient  principle  of  truth,  and  to 
the  right  underftanding  and  praAice  of  the  ancient  apoftolick  dodrine  and 
holy  raith  once  dcliveretl  to  the  faints.  Head-notions  do  but  caufe  difputes ; 
but  heart-knowledge,  heart-experience,  fenfe  of  the  living  power  of  God 
inwardly,  the  evidence  and  demonftration  of  his  Spirit  in  the  inward  parts, 
puts  an  end  to  difputes,  and  puts  men  upon  the  inward  travel  and  exer- 
cife  of  fpirit  by  that  which  is  new  and  living,  which  avaib  with  God.  Now 
whereas  many  are  offended  at  us,  becaufe  we  do  not  more  preach  dodrinal 
points,  or  the  hiflxuy  of  Chrift,  as  touching  his  death,  refurreftion,  afcen- 
fion,  t^c.  \  but  our  declaration  and  tellimony  is  chiefly  concerning  a  prin- 
ciple to  dire&  and  guide  mens  minds  thereto ;  to  give  a  plain  account  of 
this  thing,  as  it  pleafeth  the  Lord  to  open  my  heart  at  this  time  in  love 
and  good-will  to  fatisfy  and  remove  prejudices  where  it  may  be  ^  thus  it  is 
in  brief,, 

Firft,  That  which  God  hath  given  us  the  experience  of  (after  our  great  lofs 
in  the  literal  knowledge  of  things)  and  that  which  he  hath  given  us  to 
teftify  of,  is  the  myftery,  the  hidden  life,  the  inward  and  fpiricual  appear- 
ance of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefiis  Chrift,  revealing  his  power  inwardly, 
deftroying  enemies  inwardly,^  and  working  his  work  inwardly  in  the  heart. 
Oh !  this  was  the  joyful  found  to  our  fouls,  even  the  tidings  of  the  arifing 
of  that  inward  life  and  power  which  could  do  this  I  Now  this  fjMritual  ap*- 
pearance  oi  his  was  after  his  appearance  in  the  fleib,  and  is  the  ftanding^. 
and  lafting  difpenfation  of  ,the  gofpel,  even  the  appearance  of  Chrift  in  his 
Spirit  and  power  inwardly  in  the  hearts  of  his.  So  that  in  minding  this, 
and  being  faithful  in  this  refpe^  we  mind  our  peculiar  work,  and  are 
faithful  in  that  which  God  hath  peculiarly  called  us  to,  and  requireth  of  us. 

Secondly,  There  is  ndt  that  need,  of  publiihing  the  other  as  fornierly 
was.  The  hiftorical  relation  concerning  Chrift  is  generally  believed  and  re- 
ceived by  all  forts  that  pretend  to  Chriftianity.  His  death,  his  miracles, 
his  rifing,  his  afcending,  his  interceding,  &<:.  is  generally  believed  by  aU 
people ;  but  the  myftery  they  mils  of,  the  hidden  life  they  are  not  ac- 
quainted with,  but  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  in  the  midft  of  dieir 
literal  owning  and  acknowledging  of  the&  things, 
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Thirdly,  The  knowledge  of  thefe,  without  the  knowledge  df  th€  mjfftcfjy' 
is  not  fufficient  to  bring  them  unto  God ;  for  many  fet  up  that  whick  thejr 
gather  and  comprehend  from  the  relation  concerning  the  thing,  inftead  of 
the  thing  itfelf,  and  fo  never  come  to  a  fenfe  of  their  need  of  the  thing 
itfclf,  nay,  not  fo  far  as  rightly  to  feek  after  it.  And  fo  many  are  buiklers^ 
and  many  are  built  up  very  high  in  religion,  in  a  way  of  notion  and  prac- 
tice, without  acquaintance  with  the  rock  of  ages,  without  the  true  know- 
ledge and  underftanding  of  the  foundation  and  corner-ftone.  My  meaning 
is,  they  have  a  notion  of  Chrift  tp  be  the  rock,  a  notion  of  him  to  be  the 
foundation-ftone  \  but  never  come  livingly  to  feel  him  the  rock,'  to  feel 
him  the  foundation-ftone,  inwardly  laid  iii  their  hearts,  and  themfelves  made 
living  ftones  in  him,  and  built  upon  him,  the  main  and  fundamental  done. 
Where  is  this  to  be  felt  but  within  ?  And  they  that  feel  this  -within,  do 
they  not  feel  Chrift  within  ?  And  can  any  that  feel  him  within,  deny  him  to 
be  within  the  ftrength  of  life,  the  hope  of  glory?  Well,  it  is  true  once 
again  (fpiritually  now,  as  well  as  formerly  literally)  tbeftone  which  the  builders 
refufed  (Chrift  within,  the  builders  of  this  age  refufe)  is  become  the  bead  of 
the  corner^  who  knits  together  his  fanftified  body,  his  living  body,  the 
church,  in  this  our  day,  more  aloriouQy  than  in  the  former  ages  and  gene- 
rations, blefled  be  the  name  of  our  God, 

Fourthly,  The  myftery,  the  hidden  life,  the  appearance  of  Chrift  in  Spi- 
rit, comprehends  the  other :  and  the  other  is  not  loft  or  denied,  but  found 
in  it,  and  there  difcerned  or  acknowledged  more  clearly  and  abundantly.  It 
was  to  be  after-  it,  and  comprehends  that  which  went  before  it.  Paul  did 
not  lofe  any  thing  of  the  excellent  knowledge  of  Chrift,  when  he  faid. 
Henceforth  know  we  no  man  after  the  flejh ;  yea^  though  we  have  known  Chrift 
after  theflejh^  yet  henceforth  know  we  him  no  more.  If  he  did  not  know  Chrift 
^ter  the  flcfli,  how  did  he  know  him  ?  Why  as  the  Father  inwardly  re- 
vealed him.  He  knew  him  in  his  Spirit  and  power.  He  knew  his  death 
inwardly,  he  knew  his  refurreftion  inwardly,  he  knew  the  Spirit,  the  vir- 
tue, the  power  of  it  inwardly ;  he  knew  the  thing  in  the  myftery  in  his 
own  heart.  Oh !  precious  knowledge !  Oh !  the  excellency  of  this  know- 
ledge of  my  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift !  What  is  the  outwardly  moft 
exaft  literal  knowledge  without  this }  But  what  then  ?  Do  I  now  dicrjy  or 
flight  the  outward  ?  •  No ;  I  have  it  here,  and  I  have  the  inward  feeling  of 
the  Spirit  of  life,  how  it  dwelt  in  him,  how  it  wrought  in  him,  and  of 
what  wonderftil  -value  all  his  aftions  and  obedience  were,  in  and  through 
che  virtue  of  this  Spirit.  Was  Abraham's  offering  his  fon  fo  precious  in 
God's  eye  ?  Oh !  then  what  b  this !  Never  was  fuch  a  body  fo  fan6tified,  fo 
prepared  •,  never  fuch  a  facrifice  offered.  Oh !  the  infinite  worth  and  value 
of  it  I  For  by  the  inward  life  and  teachings  of  God's  Spirit  am  I  taught 
and  made  able  to  value  that  glorious  outward  appearance  and  manifeftation 
of  the  life  and  power  of  God  in  that  heavenly  flelh  (as  in  my  heart  I  have 
t)ftcn  called  it)  for  the  life  fo  to  dwell  in  it,  that  it  was  even  one  with  it.  Yet 
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fin  it  was  a  vcit  and  the  myftery  was  the  thing ;  and  the  eye  oif^lifc  looks 
through  the  veil  ,into  the  myftery,  and  paiTes  through  it,  as  I  may  fay,  as 
to  the  outward,  that  it  may  behold  its  glory  in  the  inward.  And  here  the 
fleih  of  Chrift,  the  veil,,  is  not  loft,  but  is  found  and  known  in  its  glory  in 
the  inward.  Be  not  offended  at  me^  O  tender-hearted  reader !  for  I  write 
in  love  things  true,  according  to  the  inward  feeling  and  demonftration  of 
God's  Spirit,  though  not  cafy  perhaps  to  be  underftood  at  prefent  by  thee  5 
but  in  due  rime  the  Lord  can  make  them  manifeft  to  thee,  if  thou  in  up^ 
rightnefs  and  tendernefs  of  heart,  and  in  the  filence  of  the  fleflily  part, 
wait  upon  him. 


A  few  Words   concerning   the  'Way  of  Peace*, 

^he  wcy  of  peace  they  have  not  knowriy  Rom.  iii,   17. 

* 

TH  £  R  £  is  a  way  of  peace,  of  true  peace  with  God,  who  is  an  ad- 
verfary  to  all  that  is  unholy  and  unrighteous.  Thofe  who  have  been 
vnholy  and  unrighteous,  who  have  been  awakened,  troubled,  and  could 
find  no  reft,  but  the  fevere  and  righteous  judgments  and  wrath  of  the  Lord 
lying  upon  their  fpirits  night  and  day,  having  at  length  had  their  ears  opened 
by  him,  and  being  led  by  him  out  of  the  unholy  and  unrighteous. way,  into 
the  holy  and  righteous  way,  have  felt  both  life  and  peace  therein. 

Now  there  are  two  forts  which  the  apoftle  here  nientions  (or  two  ftates, 
which  the  apoftle  here  fpeaks  of)  which  have  noc  known,  nor  can  know, 
the  way  of  peace  with  God,  who  is  an  adverfary  to  them  both,  and  will 
one  day  fpeak  trouble  to  them  both,  when  their  fouls  and  confciences  come 
to  be  fearched  and  judged  by  him. 

The  one  is  the  profane,  or  Gentile  ftate,  which  is  without  the  fenfe  of 
God,  not  heeding  any  appearance  of  his,  or  any  inward  voice  of  his  Spirit, 
or  the  writing  of  his  hw  upon  their  heart.  Thefe  never  knew  the  way 
wherein  the  heart  is  inwardly  and  fpiritually  circumcifed  and  renewed,  fin 
forgiven,  and  peace  obtained. 

The  other  is  the  profefling  or  outward  Jews  ftate,  who  may  ftudy  the 
letter,  and  apply  themfelves  to  conform  outwardly  to  the  letter,  but  never 
were  acquainted  with  the  inward  Spirit  and  power.  Thefe  gready  differ 
firom  the  Gentile  or  profane  ftate,  both  in  outward  appearance,  and  in  their 
own  eye  j  but  are  the  fame  in  the  ground  with  the  Gentiks,  and  know  no 
more  of  the  way  of  peace  than  the  other  do. 

Queft.  But  "what  is  the  way  offeace^  which  neither  the  profane^  nor  any  fort 
iff  prof ejfors  out  of  the  life  and  power  y  ever  knew^  or  (an  know?^ 
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Anfw.  It  is  an  inward  way,  a  way  for  the  inward  Jews,  for  the  iawardly^ 
renewed  and  circumcifcd  to  walk  in.  It  is  an  holy  or  fandificd  uray,  for 
the  fanflified-ones  to  walk  in.  It  b  a  living  way,  which  none  but  the 
fiving  can  find.  It  is  a  new  way,  which  none  but  thofe  to  whom  God 
hath  given  the  new  eye  can  fee.  It  is  a  way  that  God  prepares  and  cafts  up, 
and  leads  mens  fpirits  into  (who  hearken  unto  him)  and  guides  the  feet  of 
his  faints  in.  It  is  a  ftrait  and  narrow  way,  which  no  luft  of  the  fle(h,  nor 
wifdom  of  the  Beih  can  find  out,  or  enter  into.  Oh !  how  little,  how  low, 
how  poor,  how  empty,  how  naked,  muft  he  be,  that- enters  into  this  way, 
and  walks  therein !  Many  may  feek  after  it,  and  may  think  to  find  it,  and 
walk  in  it  -,  but  few  fhall  be  able,  as  our  Lord  Chrift  faid.  -Here  circum- 
cifion  outward  avails  notj  here  want  of  that  circumcifion  hinders  notj  here 
bodily  exercife  profits  litde.  The  new  creature  is  all  here ;  the  crofs  d 
Chrift  is  all  here ;  the  power  of  God  is  all  here ;  and  he  that  walks  accord- 
ing to  this  rule,  peace  is  upon,  him,  and  the  whole  Ifra^l  of  God  But  he 
that  knows  not  this  rule,  nor  walks  according  to  this  rule,  peace  is  not 
upon  him,  nor  is  he  one  of  the  inward  Ifrael  of  God,  who  receive  power 
to  become  fons,  who  receive  the  law  of  the  §pirit  of -life  in  Chrift  Jcfus, 
which  is  the  inward  rule  of  the  inward  Ifrael. 

This  was  the  way  of  peace  from  the  beginning ;  this  is  the  way  of  peace 
ftill;  and  there  is  not  another.  To  be  new  created  in  Chrift.  Je&is,  to  be 
ingrafted  into  him,  to  abide  in  him,  to  have  the  cipcumcifion  of  the  flelh 
(the  body  of  the  fins  of  the  fielh  cut  oflP)  by  the  drcumcifion  of  Chrift 
(made  inwardly  in  the  heart  without  hands),  and  to  Walk  not  after  the  Aefb, 
but  after  the  Spirit,  even  in  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit,  here  is  life  and  peace, 
reft  and  joy  for  evermore.  The  Lord  of  his  tender  mercy  give  me  a  itik 
of  it,  and  lead  me  into  it  more  and  more.   Amtn. 

The  Conclusion  of  the  Whole. 

THERE  is  a  birth  which  is  born,  not  of  bloods,  nor  of  the  will  of 
the  fle(h,  nor  of  the  will  of  man;  but  of  God,  John  i.  13.  And 
this  birth,  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  is  Spirit,  chaf,  iii.  6.  Now  this 
birth,  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  and  is  Spirit,  hath  a  life  and  way  of 
knowledge  fuitable  to  its  nature  and  being  \  which  is  very  far  above  man. 
Its  life  is  in  the  Spirit,  and  its  walking  in  the  Spirit,  and  its  knowledge  is 
after  the  way  of  the  Spirit,  very  far  above  man's  way  of  conceiving  or 
comprehending.  The  birth  itfelf  is  a  myftery  to  man,  and  its  way  of  know- 
ing is  a  way  altogether  hid  from  man.  It  is  indeed  in  the  evidence  and  de- 
monftration  of  God's  Spirit,  in  the  fliinings  of  his  light  in  the  heart :  In 
thy  light  JhaU  we  fee  tight.  The  birth  knows  what  this  means.  There  is  a 
wife  and  prudent  part  in  man,  from  which  God  hides  the  fight  of  his  king- 
dom>  and  the  heavenly  glory  thereof  j  but  there  is  a  babe  to  which  God 
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revcaU  thft  myftery  thereof-    Flefli  and  bloo4'  cannot  reveal;  but  the  Fa-, 
tiier  can  and  doth  to  his  children^  \i^ho  is  the  teacher  of  them  all,  from  the 
kaft  to  the  grcateft,  in  the  neiv  and  living  covenant.    There  is  man*s  day, 
and  there  is  God's  day.     Tb|£re  is  man*s  day  of  gathering  knowledge,  af- 
ter his  fleflily  manner  of  comprehending ;  and  there  is  God's  d^y  of  giving 
knowledge,  by  the  fhinings  of  the  light  of  his  own  eternal  Spirit.    In  man's 
day,  how  doth  wife  and  prudent  man  beat  his  brains,  and  labour  in  the  fire 
for  very  vanity !  But  in  God's  day,  how  doth  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
cover  the  earth,  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea !  When  the  day-fpring  from  on 
high  vifits  inwardly,  when  the  Lx>rd  lighteth  the  candle  inwardly,  oh !  how 
clear  is  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  and  how  doth  it  abound  then !  Oh! 
what  a  difference  there  is  between  man's  apprehenfions  and  conceivings 
concerning  Chrift,  and  God's  revealing  him  inwardly ;  and  between  man's 
coming  to  Chrift,  according  to  his  own  apprehenfions,  and  his  coming  to 
Chrift  in  the  heavenly  drawings  and  teachings  of  the  Father !  John  vi.  45. 
Oh !  that  the  begettings  of  life  and  the  birth  thereof  were  felt  in  mens  hearts, 
that  in  it  men  might  know  the  day  of  God,  and  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
the  treafures  of  wiftiom  which  are  hid  in  Chrift,  and  will  ever  be  fo,  but  as 
Chrift  is  inwardly  revealed  and  formed  in  the  heart !  Many  may  have  no* 
tions  of  Chrift  being  formed  in  them ;  ah  !  but  to  feel  it  inwardly  !  there  is 
the  fweetnefs,  there  is  the  aflurance,  there  is  the  life,  there  is  the  peace, 
there  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift,  and  there  is  the  joy  of 
the  trud  Chriftian  for  even     Come,  oh!  come,  all  forts  of  tender  pro- 
fefibrs,xOut  of  yourfelves,  into  God's  Spirit,  into  God's  truth,  that  ye  may 
know  what  it  is  to  be  in  tlie  Spirit,  and  in  the  truth,  and  what  it  is  to  live 
there,  and  to  know  things  there,  and  to  worlhip  there,  and  to  have  fcl- 
lowfhip  with  the  Father  and  Son  there.     The  poor  receive  the  gofpel,  the 
I)oor  receive  the  kingdom,  the  poor  receive  the  power,  the  poor  receive  the 
righteoufnefs  and  falvation  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.   Ye  are  too  rich  in  your 
comprehenfions  and  gathered  knowledge  from  your  own  literal  conceivings, 
to  learn  to  wait  aright,  to  receive  of  him  his  gold,  his  raiment,  and  his 
eye-falvc.     What  pleafure  is  it  to  us  to  teftify  againft  you  ?  Were  it  not  for 
obedience  to  our  God,  and  love  to  your  fouls,  we  would  never  do  it.     We 
are  content  and  fatisfied  to  be  of  the  little  defpifed  flock,  which  the  Ihepherd 
feeds,  giving  to  every  one  his  proportion  of  daily  nourifliment,  life,  peace, 
righteoufnefs,  and  joy.     It  is  our  love  to  you  that  we  would  not  have  you 
lay  out  your  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  your  labour  for  that 
which  will  not  fatisfy  the  truly  hilngry  and  awakened  foul,  but  might  come 
to  feed  on  fubftance,  on  the  life  itfelf,  on  the  fweetnefs  and  fatnefs  of  God's 
houfe,  where  nothing  that  any  of  his  children  can  need  or  long  after  is 
wanting.     Oh !  that  ye  had  the  fenfe  of  our  love !  If  ye  had  the  true  un- 
derftanding  and  fenfe  of  God's  love,  ye  could  not  but  have  a  fenfe  of  our 
love  alfo ;  for  it  comes  from  him,  and  it  flows  towards  you  in  his  will  and 
tender  movings.     Do  ye  love  God  ?  Are  your  hearts  circumcifcd  to  love 
Vol.  11.  Mm  God? 
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God  ?  if  not,  ye  do  not  truly  love.  And  if  ye  loved  hitti  Ifcat  begets,  ye 
would  love  them  that  are  begottsin  by  him.  Your  love  is  co  your  own  no- 
tions and  apprehcnfions  of  God,  not  to  fcis  nature ;  for  if  ye  loved  Ms  na- 
ture (that  holy,  heavenly,  Ipiritud  nature  atfi#is  in  him)  ye  could  not  but 
love  it  in  his  children  alfo.  Well,  Qur  God  ia  love,  and  taught  us  to  love 
even  our  enemies,  and  to  wreftle  with  out  God  for  them,  that,  if  it  be  pctf. 
fible,  the  Lord  may  remove  the  fcales  from  their  eyes,  and  gjivc  diem  re- 
pentance to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth  as^  it  is  in  Jefus,  wh^e  it  is 
more  livkig  arid  powerful,  more  effeftual  and  operative  (inwardly  pwifying, 
fanftifying,  yea,  and  juftifying  alfo)  than  any  but  tboTe  only  that  are  born  of. 
God  (and  kept  aKvc  by  him),  yet  ever  knew,  or  can  know. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Containing  a  few  Words  concerning  tlie  Doings  and  Sufferings  oT 
that  deipifed  People  called  Quakers^  which  are  both  nuiiui-* 
dertlood  and  mifreprefented  by  many  :  With  an  Exhortation  to- 
true  Chriftianity. 

EI R S  T,  their  doings  are  looked  upon  by  many  to  be  fram  a  natural 
principle,  and  according  to  the  covenant  of  works,  and  not  fiom  the 
grace  and  gift  of  God's  Spirit; 
Now  concerning  this  I  can  ipeak  fomewhat  faithfully,  as  having  been 
long  experienced  in  the  principle,  and  a»  having  had  experience  of  the 
grace  and  tender  mercy  of  the  Lord  from  my  childhood.  And  indeed  thus 
It  hath  been  with  me  from  my  childhood;  whatever  hath  been  done  in  me, 
or  by  me,  that  was  good,  I  have  felt  to  be  from  God's  grace  and  mercy  to 
me,  and  have  cried  grace,  grace,,  mercy,  mercy,  to  the  Lord  continually 
therefore.  And  when  I  was  turned  to  his  truth  in  the  inward  parts,  1  found 
it  was  God*s  grace  and  tender  love  to  me  to  turn  me  to  it,  and  to  prefcrve 
m^,  being  turned ;  and  to  caufe  it  to  fpring  in  me  day  by  day,  and  to  give 
me  ability  through  it.  Ah !  none  knows  but  they  that  have  had  expenence 
how  we  have  been  weakened  in  the  natural  part ;  how  poor  we  have  been 
made,  that  we  might  receive  the  gofpel,  and  how  poor  in  ourfelves  we  «e 
kept,  that  we  might  enjoy  the  riches  and  inheritance  of  the  kingdom*  And 
this  we  daily  experience,  that  not  by  the  works  of  righteoufnefe  which  we 
had  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy,  he  faved  us,,  and  doth  daily  fave  us, 
by  the  wafhing  of  regeneration^  and  the  renewing  of  the  H<^y  Ghoft.  Yea, 
God*s  writing  his  law  in  our  hearts,  and  placing  his  fear  there,  and  putting 
his  Spirit  within  us,  to  enlighten  and  quicken,  and  caufe  us  to  walk  in  his 
ways,  and  to  keep  his  ftatutes  and  judgments,  and  do  them,  and  all  the 
mortifying  of  fin,  and  denying  of  tlie  lufts  of  the  flelh,  and  peiibrming 
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tliat  wkkfa  is  h6\f  and  acceptd>le  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  (as  all  that  pro- 
ceeds ftom  his  own  Holy  Spirit  b)  all  that  13  of  the  new  covenant,  and  per- 
£>rnied  by  die  woridng  thereof,  aiid  not. by  the  working  of  the  natural  part 
of  itfelf,  but  by  the  working  of  the  Spirit  of  ^  in  the  new-birth,  and 
through  the  natural  part  as  his  inftrument.  -^  So  let  none  reproach  the  works 
that  God  brings  form  in  us,  who  hath  created  us  anew  in  Chriil  Jefus  unto 
good  works,  left  thereby  he  reproach  the  Holy  Spirit  and  power  of  the 
living  God,  in  which  they  are  wrought^  and  by  which  they  are  brought 
forth,  and  cxxikl  never  be;  brought  forth  without  it. 

Then  for  our  fufierings,  indeed  they  are  ^ifts  we  received  from  God ; 
fo  that  we  can  truly  fay,  it  is  given  us  by  the  Lord  our  God  not  otnly  to 
believe  in  his  Son,  but  to  fufier  tor  his  fake ;  and  that  it  is  only  in  good  con* 
fcience  to  God,  and  by  the  affiftance  of  the  Lord,  that  we  Cufl^  i  that  the 
patience  and  meeknefs  wherewith  we  iu&r»  b  not  of  ourfelves,  but  of  him. 
Whenever  the  Lord  permits  afilidions  or  fiifierings  to  cdflne  upon  us,  our 
eye  is  to  him,  and  we  enter  into  them  in  his  fear,  koowbg  our  own  inabi*- 
lity  to  go  through  them,  and  kx>kung  up  to  him  for  ftrength.     And  when 
we  are  in  then,  while  they  continue,'  yfc  daily  look  t^  to  him  for  ftrength^ 
and  hare  been  many  rimes  very  weak  in  ourfelves,  when  immediately^  or 
very  fbon  after^  we  have  felt  great  ftrength  in  the  L^rd.    JMQ)  after  our 
(uffiu'ings,  when  the  Locd  hath  been  with  us  all  along,  wd  brought  us 
through  our  fufierings  in  the  peace  and  joy  of  his  Spirit,  we  do  not  bok 
back  boaftingly,  as  if  we  had  been  any  thing,  or  done  any  thing  as  of  our^ 
felves ;  but  we  bow  befiine  the  Lord,  and  bids  the  Lonl,  when  we  confider 
how  he  hath  been  with  us,  and  how  he  hath  upheld  us  by  the  right-hand 
of  his  righteoufnefs  i  and  what  he  hath  done  for  us  when  we  were  very 
poor,  weak,  afflicked,  and  often  forely  diftreffcd.     Therefore  let  none  re- 
proach, mifrcprefent,  or  vilify  our  fufferings,  which  our  God  hath  helped 
us  through,  and  fot  which  we  (in  faumOicy  of  heart)  give  hkn  thanks,  and 
cannot  but  do  fo  all  our  days,  becaufe  the  thankful  remembrance  and  fenfe 
of  them  is  written  by  the  finger  of  his  Spirit  upon  our  hearts.     Oh  !  all 
forts  of  people,  whom  we  love  and  travail  for,  and"'ufe  our  intereft  in  the 
Lord  our  God  for,  that  ye  might  be  truly  fcnfiWe  of  your  conditions,  Icnow 
the  inward  uppearance  and  vifirs  of  tJic  Shepherd  and  Saviour  of  the  foul, 
turn  to  him  (looking  in  true  faith  unto  him)  and  be  iaved !  I  fay  unix>  you, 
in  tendernefs  of  fpirit,  oh  !  do  not  requite  us  fo  ill  for  our  love  and  truth 
of  heart  towank  you,  as  co  cafl:  untrue  and  un^  reproaches  upon  us,  and 
to  render  that  truth  Tile  whidi  God  bath  noade  honourabk,  in  fandifying 
and  redeeming  many  thereby.     Truly  our  love  is  from  the  God  of  love. 
We  could  not  ib  love  you  as  we  do,  if  our  God  had  not  taught  us ;  nor  fo 
feek  after  you  as  we  do,  in  tcn^rneft  of  bowels,  i£  we  wrre  hot  inftruments 
in  the  hand  of  the  ihepherd  ^  IHrael.     And  the  lig^t  we  tellify  of,  which  we 
^1  ifaine  in  us,  it  is  no  le(s  than  the  true  t«re  light  of  the  fun  of  righteoufnels, 
which  God  hath  caufed  to  Ihine  in  our  hearts  •}  who  aUb  loveth  mankind, 
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^n4  caufeth  it  to  glance  into  the  darkeli:  corners  of:  the  earth.  And  the  fifb- 
we  are  quickened  1:^  out  of  fin  and  traDigreifion,  and  the  power  we  have 
received  to  become  fons  of  God,  it  is  from  turn  who  is  the  fountain  of  life; 
and  hath  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth.  Ofa!  .that  ye  couhl  receive  the 
bleifed  report !  Oh  !  that  the  arm  of  the  Lord  might  be  revealed  in  you  t 
Oh  !  that  ye  could  feel  andwitnels  the  Saviour  working  our  your  ialvadon 
in  you,  binding  the  ftrong  man  in  you,  calling  him  out  of  you,  with  all 
his  goods  after  him,  that  the  place  of.  the  wicked-one  might  be  found  no 
more  in  you,  nor  none  of  his  Whiffs  or  vain  thoughts  lodge  in  your  hearts 
any  more ;  but  ye  might  wimeis  and  experience  die  new  .heart,  the  clean 
heart,  die  pure  heart,  in  which  God  dwells,  and  the  eye  that  ices  him  that 
4S  invifible.  OK!  glory  to  the  Lord  for  what  he  hath  done  in  and  for  a 
-defpifed  people  (who  were  no  peaplt  be&re  the  Lord  made  them  one)  who 
liath  brou^it  them  to  Sion,  his  hdly  mountain,  where  be  dwells  and  reigns, 
and  where  he  builds  .  up  his  own  houfe  and  temple,  which  he  eftabliiheth 
over  all  *,  where  the  fheep  of  Ifrael  feed,  and  where  the  Shepherd  of  Ifrael 
reigns  and  triumphs  in  glory  over  the  enemies  of  his  kingdom.  The  litde 
innocent  babes  tafte  fomewhat  of  his  holy  dominion  and  power,  and  of  his 
kingdom  of  peace  and  righteoufnels  *,  but  in  his  andents  his  light  (bmes 
veiy  bri^idy,  and  before  them  he  reigneth  glorioufly ;  ib  that  he  is  praifed 
in  the  very  heights  of  Sion,  and  his  name  renowned  there  over  all  for  ever. 
Gloty^  glory  fo  the  pure  fpring  of  life,  from  whence  the  living  ftreams 
come  which  refrefh  the  fouls  of  the  living.  Surely  his  pure  praifes  fliaU  be 
founded  in  the  hearts  of  the  living  for  ever  and  ever.  Jmm.. 


An  Exhortation  to  true  Christianity- 

It  is  eafy  to  pretend  to  Christ  j  but  to  be  a  true  Chriftlan  is  very 
precious,  and  many  Tribulations  and  deep  AfBidtions  are  to  be 
pafTed  through  before  it  be  attained  unto,  as  thofe  who  are  made 
fo  by  the  Lord  ejcperience. 

IWT O W  everlafting  happineis  and  falvation  depends  upon  true Chriffia- 
r\(  nity.  Not  upon  having  the  name  of  a  Chriftian '  only,  or  profefliflg 
foch  or  fuch  Chriftian  doflrines ;  but  upon  having  the  nature  of  Chriftianity, 
upon  being  renewed  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  and  receiving  the  Spirit,  walk- 
ing m  the  Spirit,  and  bringing  forth  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  Oh  1  here  is 
the  Chriftian  indeed  1  and  it  (hould  be  every  one's  care  not  to  fall  fhort  of 
this.  Now  becaufe  there  is  a  contention  about  Chriftianity,  who  is  the  ri^t 
Chriftian,  it  behoves  every  man  to  take  care  as  to  himfelf  that  he  be  really 

iucb; 


An  Exhortation  to  true  Cbriflianity.  269 

(uch  V  that  he  receive  that  from  God,  and  be  that  to  God,  whidr  none  but 
the  right  Chrifttan  can  be,  or  can  receive.  This  is  the  ufe  I  would  make 
of  thcfe  things  in  my  own.  heart,  even  to  be  fure  I  be  fuch  an  one  as  God 
hath  made,  and  will  accept  and  own  as  a  Chriftian.  And  having  had  fomc 
experience  of  this  thing,,  and  truly  undefftanding  what  the  Chriftian  ftaice  is, 
and  what  doth  attend  it,  I  fhall  iet  down  fome  few  things,  which  he  that 
inwardly  knoweth,  witneiTeth,  and  enjoyeth,  is  without  all  controverfy  a 
true  Chriftian,  whatever  man  may  accoynt  of  him. 

Firft,  He  that  is  a  new  creature,  is  without  doubt  a  true  Chriftian.  He 
that  is  regenerated,  he  that  is .  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  hi$  mind  by  Chrift 
Jefus,  he  that  is  new-created  in  the  holy  and  heavenly  image,  he  has  felt 
the  power  of  God's  Spirit  begetting  him  anew,  f<H'ming  him  anew,  but 
o^  the  old  nature  and  image  of  the  iirft  Adam,  into  the  nature  and  image 
of  the  fecond  Adam,  who  is  the  quickening  Spirit ;  and  that  which  .is  be- 
gotten and  born  of  him  is  Spirit. 

Secondly,  He  that  is  in  the  new  covenant,  is  a  true  Chriftian.  He  that 
hath  thirft  after  the  living  waters,  and  hath  heard  the  call  to  the  waters  of 
life,  liath  heard  the  voice  of  him  who  gives  life,  and  hath  received  life  from 
him,  who  giveth  life  to  all  that  come  to  him,  and  who  maketh  the  new 
and  everlafting  covenant  with  all  that  hear  his  voice,  take  up  his  crols  and 
fiallow  him,  he  is  without  doubt  one  of  Chrift's  (heep,  wiiom  the  fiiepherd 
owneth,  and  taketh  care  of. 

Thirdly,.  He  that  is  inwardly  circumcifed  with  the  circumcifion  made 
without  hands,  he  is  a  Jew  inward,  a  Chriftian  inward  (in  the  fight  of  God) 
who  hath  felt  the  Spirit  and  power  of  Chrift  Jefus,  and  rejoiceth  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  and  is  one  of  thoie  worfhippers  whom  God  hath  fought  out  and 
taught  to  worfhip  him  in  the  life  and  Spirit  of  his  Son. 

Fourthly,  He  that  is  inwardly  waihed  with  clean  water,  with  the  inward 
water,  he  is  the  inward  Jew,  the  inward  Chriftian.  God  promifed^  to  'pour 
out  clean  water  upon  his  Ifrael,  and  they  ftiould  be  clean.  He  who  hath 
the  clean  water  poured  upon  him  inwardly,  which  inwardly  waiheth  and 
cleanfeth,  he  is  without  controverfy  one  of  God's  inward.  Ifrael. 

Fifthly,  He  that  feeds  on  the  bread  of  life  within,  and  drinks  the  wa- 
ter of  lire  out  of  his  own  well  or  ciftern,  he  without  doubt  is  living.  He 
that  is  mvited  to  the  marriage-fupper  of  the  Lamb,  and  comes  and  fups 
with  the  Lamb^  he  is  one  of  the  fame  nature  and  Spirit  with  him.  He 
with  whom  Chrift  fups,  who  hath  heard  Chrift  knocking  at  his. door,  hath 
opened  to  him,  and  received  him  in,  to  purify  his  heart,  and  dwell  in  him^ 
and  fup  with  him,  and  give  him  ta  fup  with  himfelf  ^  fo  that  he  eats  bread 
in  the  kingdom,  and  drinks  wine  in  the  kingdom^  and  partakes  of  the  feaft 
of  fat  things,  which  God  makes  to  his  IfraeJ  in  his  holy  mountain,  he  is 
without  doubt  one  of  Chrift's,  and  partakes  of  this  in  and  through  him. 

Sixthly,  He  that  lives  the  Chriftian  life»  who  walks  not  after  the  fleihji 
but  after  the  Spirits  who  doth  not  fulfil  thelufUof  the  flelb,  but  hath  the 
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kw  of  God  wrkten  in  bis  teatt^  and  his  f?ar  put  wktiiA  himi  And  lit) 
'Holy  Spirit  given  to  ififtrad  him,  and  to  guide  him  to  anfwer  the  holy  law 
written  in  his  heart,  which  the  carnal  mind  is  not  fubjeift  OS  nor  can  be  fub^^ 
je6t  to,  without  doubt  he  is  fpiritual }  without  doubt  he  is  a  true  Chrillian. 

Seventhly,  He  that  lives  by  faith,  who  knows  the  faith  which  is  the 
gift  (tf  God,  hath  received  it,  and  lives  by  it  5  who  can  do  nothing  of  him- 
fcl^  but  only  by  faith  In  that  holy  power  which  doth  all  in  him ;  fo  that  he 
lives,  and  believes,  and  obeys  from  an  holy  root  of  life,  which  caufeth  Kfe 
to  fpring  up  in  him,  and  love  to  fpring  up  in  him,  and  the  Lamb's  meek- 
neis  and  patience  to  Spring  up  in  him,  and  all  grace  to  fpring  up  in  him ; 
I  flty,  he  that  lives  thus,  without  doubt  is  ingrafted  into  the  true  vine,  mto 
the  true  olive-tree ;  and  the  root  bears  him,  and  minifters  fap  unto  him, 
and  he  is  a  true,  ftcfli,  green,  living  branch  of  the  true  vine,  erf"  the  holy 
olive-tree. 

Many  more  things  might  be  mentioned,  as  they  are  experimentally 
known  and  felt  amongfl  us,  who  are  true  Chriftians  j  though  the  Baptifts 
Md  others  have  reprefented  us  to  the  world  as  if  we  were  no  Chriftians : 
but  that  .touching  us  not,  their  faying  (b  is  no  more  to  us  than  the  profef- 
fij^g  JcWs  of  the  fame  fpirit,  who  faid  Chrift  had  adevil.  But  thcie  arc  to 
give  a  tade ;  and  he  that  knows  and  feels  thefe,  may  aHb  know  and  fed 
the  tt%  if  ever  fe  tnany  more  (houki  be  inentiohed.  Now  the  way  to  feel 
thefe,  and  to  become  a  true  Chriftian  (and  to  grow  up  in  the  ChrHUan  life) 
is  to  feel  the  feed  of  the  kingdom,  i^hich  is  the  beginnihg  of  the  kingdom, 
the  beginning  of  true  Chriftianity  •,  and  then  to  feci  the  feed  abiding  (the 
feed  which  is  of  the  Spirit,  and  which  is  Spirit),  here  is  the  conftant  fcal 
of  Qiriftianity  in  my  heart ;  here  are  true  and  certain  evidences,  day  by 
day,  of  the  Chriftian  nature  and  ipirit  manifefting  themfelves  tiftdeniaWy 
inwardly. 

And  now  having  the  witnefs  in  myfelf,  the  teftimony  of  him  that  begat 
life  in  me,  teftifying  to  his  own  work,  and  to  his  own  bhth,  of  what  vahic 
are  atty  teftin^onies  of  men  without,  againft  this  ?  Chriftianity  is  a  myftery, 
and  he  only  can  truly  fee  who  is  a  Chriftian  indeed,  who  hath  the  in- 
ward eye  opened,  and  with  that  inward  eye  is  taught  of  God  to  pierce 
into  that  wherein  Chriftianity  confifteth.  There  have  been  manv  Chriftians 
rtfmens  Awaking ;  there  are  *lfo  feme  Chriftians  of  Gdd*s  and  Cbrift's  making; 
whichXhriftians  God  and  Chrift  wiH  own,  but  nbt  the  other.  Oh!  let  men 
have  a  care,  that  when  God  cometh  to  diftinguifli  between  catde  and  cartk 
(between  Chriftian  and  Chriftian)  they  b^  found  fuch  as  God  will  make  up 
as  his  jewels,  and  own  as  the  Iheep  of  his  fold  •,  fuch  as  ftiall  be  able  to 
bWr  the  trial  of  his  fearching  judgment,  and  pure  impartial  eye  •,  and  not 
fuch  as  ftill,  notwithftanding  all  their  profeffion  of  religion  and  Chriftianity, 
are  found  workers  of  iniquity,  and  fo  not  created  anew  in  Chrift  Jelus  unto 
good  works,  and  therefore  not  truly  of  him,  nor  true  Chriftians  in  his  eye. 

T  O 


T  O    T  H  ET 


JEWS    NATURAL, 

ANDTOTHE 

JEWS      SPIRITUAL; 

WITH     A 

Few  Words  to  England,  my  native  Country,  ftPr. 

Some  fcnfible,  weighty  QJJ  E  R I E  S,  concerning  fome  Things 
very  fweet  and  neceflary  to  be  experienced  in.  the  truly  Chriitian 
State. 

Whereunto  is  ad4c4^ 

A  Postscript,  containing  fome  Qjieries  on  IfaiahX.  lo,  ii.  A 
Scripture  <^  deep  Counfel  ^d  Concern  to  the  darkened  wd  diftrefled 
States  of  fome  among  thofe  that  fear  and  obey  the  jLord. 

Wberennto  are  added. 

Two  or  three  Queries  touching  the  River  and  City  of  God^  and  the 
pure  Stillnefs^  wherein  God  is  known  and  exalted. 

AS     ALSO, 

Some  Questions  anfwered  concerning  the  true  Churchy  Miniftry^ 
and  Maintenance  under  the  Gq^,  and  about  the  Laofib's  War, 

Written  in  travailing  Bowels^  by 

ISAAC    P  E  N  I  N  G  T  O  N. 

Itruly  God  is  good  to  Ifrael^  to  fueb  as  are  of  a  clean  hearty  Psal.  Izxiii.  i. 
Behold  an  Ifraelite  indeed^  in  whom  is  no  gmle^  John  i»  47. 

For  be  is  not  a  Jew  that  is  one  outwardly ;  neither  is  that  circumcifion  which  is 
outward  in  tbeflejb :  but  he  is  a  Jew  which  is  one  inwardfy ;  and  circtmcifiou 
is  that  of  the  hearty  in  the  Spirit ^  and  not  in  the  letter  5  wbofe  praife  is  net  of 
men^  butofGod^  Rom.  ii.  28,  29.. 

Behold^  the  days  come^  faith  ;the  Lard,  ibat  I  willpumjb  off  them  which  are  .cir- 
cumcifed^  with  the  uncircumcifedy  Egypt^  and  Judab^  and  Edam,  and  the 
children  ofAnmon  and  Moab^  and  all  that  are  in  the.utm^  comers  that  dwell 
in  the  wildernefs  \  for  aU  tbefe  wttions  are  uncircumc^ed^  and  ail  .the  boufe  af 
J^ael  areumircumcifed  in  the  hearty  Jer.  ix*  25^  26. 


[  cclxxii  ] 


THE 


PREFACE 


WH  A  T  a  day  of  diftrefs,  and  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment 
of  God,  is  to  come  upon  the  wicked  and  ungodly  world  (even  upon 
man,  who  was  created  in  the  image  of  God,  but  is  now  fallen  from  it,  and 
found  out  of  it,  and  in  another  image  very  unlike  it) ;  the  eye  which  the 
god  of  this  world  hath  blinded,  and  the  heart  which  he  hath  hardened  by  fin 
and  tranfgreflrion,  hath  no  fenfe  of.     , 

What  a  day  of  diftrefs  and  mifery  Ibme  in  this  nation  (and  in  other  parts 
of  the  world)  have  alreadv  met  with  !  how  they  have  felt  the  weight  of  fin 
upon  their  fpirits,  and  what  a  fore  thing  it  hath  been  to  them  to  feel  their 
fouls  feparated  from  that  God  that  made  them  (who  is  the  Hufband  and 
Father,  King,  and  Preferver  of  fouls,  that  are  found  in  his  image  and  na- 
ture) ;  how  they  have  been  inwardly  captivated  by  a  foreign  power,  and  op- 
prefled,  and  made  to  ferve  under  fin,  and  could  hear  no  efiedual  tidings  of 
his  appearance  who  was  able  to  fave,  but  their  fpirits  were  ready  to  fink,  and 
their  hope  of  redeitiptidn,  from  that  which  opprefied  and  captivated  them, 
almoft  cut  off;  this  being  an  inward  ftate  and  condition,  hath  been  altogether 
hid  from  the  eye  which  is  outward. 

How  the  Lord  at  length  appeared  unto  thefe  (his  bowels  having  long 
rolled  over  them,  and  he  having  long  waited  to  be  gracious  to  them,  even 
till  the  full  ?sid  acceptable  fet  time  was  come) ;  how  his  light  hath  (hined 
in  and  upon  them  ^  how  he  gathered  thole  dry  bones  together,  aad  breathed 
life  into  them,  and  made  them  live :  this  alTo  is  altogether  an  hidden  thing 
from  the  eye  of  the  world. 

How  the  Lord,  who  appeared  to  them,  hath  exercifed  and  tried  them  5 
how  he  hath  judged  them,  and  how  he  hath  faved  them  ;  what  defolations 
he  hath  made  inwardly  in  them,  and  what  he  hath  built  there:  what  an 
hammer,  a  fword,  a  fire,  6?f.  his  pure  word  of  life  hath  been  in  them ; 
how  that  birth  which  could  live  without  God,  without  his  inward  life,  or 
upoh  words  and  knowledge  without  life,  hath  been  famiftied,  until,  by  the 
pain  of  the  famine,  its  very  life  and  breath  hath  been  taken  from  it,  and  it 
crucified  with  Cfarift,  by  tlic  pain  of  the  crpfs  of  Chrift :  and  what  birth  hadi 

been 
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'been  raifed  and  crowned  afterwards,  and  beautified  with  the  ornaments  of 
rjghteoufnefs  and  falvatlon ;  yea,  with  the  endlefs  love  and  mercy  with  its 
God ;  and  how  the  Lord  is  with  his  people,  and  dwells  and  walks  in  them, 
and  how  he  hath  humbled  them  to  walk  with  him ;  and  how  in  fear  and  hu- 
mility they  do  walk  with  him  in  the  light  of  day  everlafting,  even  as  God 
is  Light,  and  walks  in  the  light  of  his  own  day :  thefe  are  very  ftrange  and 
unknown  things  to  the  wifeft  and  moft  prudent  in  religion  at  this  day,  who 
arc  not  gathered  into  the  myftery  of  godlinefs  (nor  into  the  Spirit,  power, 
and  glory  of  the  Father)  where  thefe  things  are  revealed  in  and  by  the  Son. 

What  fiuth  the  children  of  wifdom  have  in  the  wifdom  and  power  which 
hath  appeared :  what  confidence  they  have  in  the  Lord  their  God  ;  that  he 
will  ftand  by  them  in  all  their  exercifes  and  trials,  both  inward  and  outward ; 
and  what  experiences  they  have  had  of  the  Lord's  (landing  by  them  in  both : 
how  his  faithfulnefs  doth  not  fail ;  and  how  their  faith  in  him  is  upheld  and 
preferved  by  him,  that  it  doth  not  fail  in  the  ftormy  time,  or  hour  of  greatefl: 
diftrefs ;  and  how  their  eye  is  unto  him,  and  their  hearts  with  him  in  the 
calms )  fo  that  their  God  is  all  in  all  unto  thcqi  continually :  (and  who  knows 
this  but  they  that  have  it!)  Oh !  who  can  utter  or  declare  the  fweetnefs  and 
certainty  of  this,  where  it  is  enjoyed ! 

What  love  alfo  the  Lord  (beds  abroad  iti  their  hearts ;  and  how  he  teacheth 
and  caufeth  them  to  love,  by  often  circumcifing  their  hearts,  and  cutting 
off  that  which  hindereth  the  pure  love  from  ipringing  in  them ;  and  how 
they  iove  others,  in  the  love  wherewith  God  (who  is  Love)  hath  loved  them  ; 
and  how  natural  it  is  to  them  to  pray  for  their  enemies,  and  to  blefs  them 
that  curfe  them,  and  do  good  for  evil ;  but  cannot  requite  evil  for  evil, 
being  tranfplanted  into,  and  growing  up  in,  the  root  that  is  good;  and 
fends  up  good  fap  and  virtue  into  them,  which  nourifheth  all  that  is  good  in 
them,  out  is  death  and  deftruition  to  the  reminders  of  evil,  as  the  Lord 
purfueth  and  findeth  it  out :  Oh !  how  impoffible  is  it  for  the  heart  of  man 
to  conceive  and  underftand ! 

Now  I  alfo  having  taftcd  of  the  mercy  and  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  and 
having  been  brought  out  of  a  ftate  of  great  mifcry  and  ibrrow  of  heart  into 
the  redemption  and  joy  of  God's  chofen  ;  and  having  found  the  Lord  faith- 
ful to  me,  and  giving  me  faith  in  the  appearance  of  his  Spirit  and  power  in 
me,  and  true  love  (tender  Jove)  not  only  to  my  brethren  in  the  truth,  but 
to  all  mankind  fpringing  in  me,  and  divers  fruits  iffuing  forth  from  it ;  fome 
of  them  at  this  time  I  cannot  but  publifh,  and  the  Lord  open  the  hearts  of 
thofe  whom  it  concerns,  that  they  may  find  fome. help,  benefit,  and  further- 
ance by  it.  For  it  is  the  joy  of  my  heart  to  receive  good  from  God ;  to  be 
filled  with  his  blelfings,  to  have  my  cup  overflow ;  and  that  others  may  be 
helped,  refrefhed,  and  gladded  therewith,  and,  by  the  fweet  tafte  thereof, 
led  to  wait  for  the  opening  of  the  fame  root  and  fountain  of  life  in  thenn* 
felves,  to  yield  living  fap,  and  fend  forth  Uving  ftrcams  in  them  day  by 
day. 

Vol.  IL  -N  n  TO 
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TO    THE 


JEWS      NATURAL, 


AND     TO     THE 


JEWS       SPIRITITAL. 


Somewhat  in  the  Love  of  GOD  to  the  Jews •  Natural,  or 

Seed  of  Abraham  after  the  Flefh. 

OH !  the  glory  of  your  ftatc  outward,  who  were  the  people  wRom 
God  pnce  choie  and  loved,  and  manifefted  his  power  and  prefence 
among,  above  all  people !  whofe  land  was  the  ^ory  of  all  lands,  to 
which  God  brought  you  out  of  Egypt  by  an  out-ftretched  arm,  through  a 
dreadful  wildernefe,   wherein  ye  were  tempted,   tried,  and  exercifed,  and 
the  fucceeding  generation  Stted  to  enter  into..    Oh !  what  laws  and  ftatutes, 
and  righteous  judgments,  did  God  give  you,  fuch  as  no  nation  bcfides  had! 
What  a  temple  had  ye  to  appear  before  God  in,  and  the  ark  of  the  co- 
venant, and  holy  priefts,  kings  and  prophets !   and  how  nigh  was  God  to 
you,  to  be  enquired  of  by  you ;  and  how  ready  to  hear  your  prayers,  in 
all  that  you  called  upon  him  for !   The  eternal  God  was  thy  refuge,  and 
underneath  were  the  cverlafting  arms  (the  Lord  was  thy  rock,  and  thou 
waft  built  upon  him) ;  and  he  did  thruft  out  the  enemy  before  thee,  and  did 
fay,  Deftroy.     And  when  the  arm  of  the  Lord  did  defboy  them  before  thee, 
thou  didft  dwell  in  fafety  alone ;  and  the  Lord,  was  a  fountain  of  living 
waters  to  thee,  and  his  heavens  did  drop  down  fatnefs  upon  thee.     Happy 
wafl  thou,  O  Ifrael !  who  was  like  unto  thee,  O  people  faved  by  the  Lord ! 
the  fhield  of  thy  help,  and  who  was  the  fword  of  thy  excellency  !  and  thine 
enemies  were  found  lyars  unto  thee,  and  thou  didft  tread  upon  their  high 
places.     And  it  might  have  been  ftill  fo  with  thee,  hadfl  thou  not  been 
unmindful  of  the  rock  that  begat  thee,  and  forgotten  God  that  formed  thee. 
For  thy  glory  fhould  not  have  been  taken  from  thee,  but  fwallowed  up  in  a 

higher 
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higher  glory,  wherein  thou  mighteft  have  had  the  firft  and  chiefeft  (hare, 
hadft  thou  not,  by  thy  almoft  conftant  rebellion  and  unbelief,  provoked  the 
Lord  againft  thee ;  not  only  often  to  afflift,  but  at  laft  utterly  to  caft  thee^ 
off  from  being  a  people,  and  to  chufe  a  people  in  thy  ftead,  who  (hould 
bring  forth  better  fruits  to  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard,  than  thou  in  thy  day 
hadft  done.  ^ 

Yet  when  thy  ftate  was  thus  glorious,  it  was  not  a  ftate  of  the  truly  fub* 
ftantial,  lafting  glory,  but  a  (hadowy  llate  or  reprefentative  thereof.  Thy 
day  of  glory  was  not  the  day  of  the  Mefliah,  the  day  of  everlafting  light  in- 
wardly, whereiir  the  Lord  alone  is  exalted  inwardly  in  the  hearts  of  all,  in 
whom  he  breaks  down  all  that  is  contrary  to  the  light  of  his  day.  Thy  day 
was  but  the  day  of  the  outward  (hadows  of  the  heavenly  fubilance ;  but 
when  that  day  (the  day  of  the  inward  fubftance  and  glory)  ftiined,  thy 
fliadows  or  Ihadowy  fiate  was  to  By  away,  and  to  be  fwallowed  up  in  the 
pure  fubftance  and  fpiritual  kingdom  of  the  Meffiah. 
.  Thy  birth  from  Abraham  after  the  flefti,  was  not  the  birth  which  was 
to  inherit  the  promife  in  the  kingdom  of  the  Mefliah ',  but  there  is  a  birth 
inwardly  born  of  the  Spirit,  born  after  Abraham  in  his  faith,  who  travels 
inwardly,  as  Abraham  did  outwardly,  and  feeks  an  inward  country  and  city, 
whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God :  to  thefe  the  fpiritual  kingdom  and  pro- 
mifes  belong. 

Thy  circumcifion  was  but  the  circumcilion  outward,  the  circumcifion  of 
the  flefl] ;  it  was  not  the  circumcifion  of  the  heart :  that  is  the  circunu:ifion 
of  the  inward  Jew,  which  indeed  the  fcripture  called  for  from  you,  becauie 
there  was  fomewhat  near  you,  which  would  have  fo  circunKifed  you,  had 
ye  hearkened  and  given  up  to  it.  But  ye,  as  a  people,  were  not  fo  circum- 
cifed,  but  were  a  ftifF-necked  people  (as  Mofes  and  the  prophets  were  ftill 
complaining  of  you)  uncircumcifed  in  heart  and  cars,  refifting  God*s  Spirit 
both  in  your  own  hearts  and  in  the  prophets,  until  the  Lord  was  provoked 
to  take  away  both  vifion  and  prophet  from  you. 

The  Egypt  in  which  your  fathers  wef e  in  bondage,  and  Pharaoh  who  op- 
prefled  them,  was  but  the  Egypt  outward,  and  Pharaoh  outward.  There 
IS  an  inward  Egypt,  wherein  the  fpiritual  feed,  the  inward  man,  the  foul 
is  in  bondage ;  and  there  is  a  fpiritual  Pharaoh,  that  opprefleth  the  fpi- 
ritual feed,  in  fpiritual  Egypt :  and  there  is  a  ftretching  out  the  arm  of 
the  Almighty  inwardly,  to  break  the  ftrength  of  the  inward  Pharaoh,  to 
pierce  Leviathan  the  crooked  ferpcnt,  and  to  deliver  the  foul  from  under 
his  captivity. 

The  wildcrnefs  alio  your  fathers^  were  led  through,  was  but  the  outward 
wildernefs,  where  they  were  tempted  and  tried  by  the  Lord  many  ways, 
that  he  might  do  them  good  in  the  latter  end.  But  the  inward  Ifrael,  after 
they  arp  led  out  of  the  inward  Egypt,  are  tried  in  the  inward  wildernefs ; 
where  they  are  judged  after  the  fk^h,  and  that  wafted  in  them,  which  is  Ape 
tD  enter  into  and  inherit  the  good  land*  where  they  arc  tr^cd  in  die  furniicc 
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of  affliftion,  and  their  filth  purged  away  by  the  fpirit  of  judgment  and  burm^ 
ingi  that  the  righteous  nation,  which,  hath  received  the  holy  inward  law> 
and  keeps  the  truth,  may  enter  into  the  good  land^^.city,  and  kingdom  of 
the  Meffiah,  and  inherit  the  blefled  promifes  of  life  and  falvation  there. 

Moles,  your  great  prophet,  was  a  type  of  the  great,  lafting,  (landing 
prophet,  whom  God  would  raife  up  like  unto  Mofes,  who  was  .to  give  his 
inward  law  as  Mofes  did^  the  outward,-  and  to  lead  all  the  fpiritual  Ifrael  as 
Mofes  did  the  outward  Ifrael ;  and  his  word  was  to  be  heard  and  ftand  in  aU 
things  whatfoever  he  (hall  fay  unto  his  people:  and  whofoever  will  not  bear 
and  obey  this  prophet,  (hall  be  cut  off  from  among  the  holy,  fpiritual,  and 
inwardly-fiving  people.      »  ' 

Jo(hua  who  fucceeded  Mofes,  led  but  into  thefigurative  reft-;  he  was  but 
a  figure  of  him  that  inwardly  leads  into  the  inward  and  fpiritual  reft;  which 
the  true  Jews,  which  are  inwardly  created  and  formed  by  God^  and  made  a 
willing  people,  in  the  day  of  his  power,  enter  iato. 

The  pillar  of  cloud,  and  pillar  of  fire  in  the  wildernefs^  were  but  figures . 
of  the  fpiritual  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire,  by  which  the  fpiritual  I(racl  are  led 
and  defended  in  the  glorious  golpel-day  of  God's  Spirit  and  power.  Read 
Ifaiah^  ch.  iv.  which  fpeakcth  of  the  gofpel-day,  and  the  pillar  and  doud  of 
fire  to  be  created  therein,  and .  of  the.  defence  which  is  to  he  on  all  the  in^ 
ward  and  fpiritual  glory. 

The  land  of  Canaan,  the  outward  good  and  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  was 
but  a  figure  of  the  inward  land,  and  kingdom  of  the  inward  Ifrael,  in  the 
days  pf  the  Mefiiah«  This  is  the  land  of  Judah  in  which  the  fong  is  fung^ 
becaufe  of  the  inward  ftrong  city  where  God  appoints  falvation  for  walls 
and  bulwarks,  which  the  righteous  nation,  which  keepeth  the  truth, .  enter 
into,  Ifaiah  xxvi.  * 

Their  outward  kings  in  that  land,  and  particularly  David,  were  bue 
types,  of  the  fpiritual  king,  the  fpiritual  David,  whom  God  will  raift  up 
to  the  fpiritual  people,  who  (hoxild  feek  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David 
their  king  *,  who  (hall  be  their  fpiritual  (hepherd  and  ruler,  whom  Grod  hath 
appointed  to ^ feed  them  in  the  integrity  of  his  heart,. and  to  guide  them 
by  the  (kilfulnefs  of  his  hands,  who  is  King  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace  in- 
wardly, and  who  minifters  righteoufnefs  and.  peace  to  the  (heep  and  lambs  of 
his  paftures. 

Ineir outward  priefts  (even  their  highrpriefts)  were  but  a  reprefentation of 
the  great  highrprieft.  of  God,  who  was  to  be  a  prieft.  for.  ever,  after  the 
order  of  Melchizedeck,  'Pfal.  cx^ 

Their  outward  covenant  (made  with  them  from  the  outward  mount  Sinai, 
upon  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  holy  ftatutes  and  ordinances,  by  which 
they  were  to  live  and  enjoy  God  in  their  outward  ftate)  was  but  a  (hadow  of 
the  inward  and  fpiritual  covenant,  the  new  and  everlafting  covenant,  which 
God  makea  with  hi&  inward  and  fpiritual  pec^le  in  the  latter  days. 

Their 
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THetr  outward  law,  as  written  and  engraven  in  tables  of  ftbne,  was  but 
a  Ihadow  of  the  inward  law,  which  God  puts  into  the  children  of  the  new 
covenant,  infomuch  that  they  need  not  go  outwardly  to  learn  the  knowr 
ledge  of  God,  or  his  will  or  law ;  but  the  inward  IlVael  find  it  inwardly 
written  within.  There  the  ifles  who  wait  for  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life, 
for  the  law  of  the  Meffiah,  receive  the  miniftration  x)f  the.  law  (in  the  Spirit 
and  power  of  the  Meffiah)  which  they  wait  fon 

Their  outward  mount  Sion,.  on  which  the  outward  temple  was  built  by 
Solomon,  that  wife  king, .  that  righteous  king,  that  peaceable  king,  was  a 
figure  of  the  inward  mountain,  whereupon  the  inward  houfe  is  built  in  the 
days  of  the  gofpel,  in  the  days  of  the  Meffiah  :  and  to  this  mountain  are 
the  fpiritual- people  to  come  up  and  worfhip.  And  this  is  the  Sion  and  Je- 
rulalem  (even  inward  and  fpiritual)  from  which  the  law  and  word  of  the 
Lord  go  forth  in.  the  days  of  the  Meffiah :  and  the  fpiritual  houfe  of 
Jacob  combine  or  agree  together  to  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord,  who 
fends  £[)rth  his.  light  and  truth,  and  leads  them  to. his  holy  hill,  and  to  his 
tabernacles. 

Their  outward  tabernacle  and  temple,  fan£bi(ied '  by  God  for  him  to 
dwell  and  appear  in, .  was  a  fhadow  of  God's  inward  dwelling-place  in  man ; 
Lwill  tabemack  in  them,.  God  dwelleth  not  in  houfes  or  temples  made  with 
hands  -,  that  is  not  the  place  of  his  reft,  as  faith  the  prophet  Ifsuah :  but  the 
high  and  lofty>  one  that  inhabits  eternity,  whole  throne  is  in  heaven^  and  the 
earth  his  footftool,  be.  dwelleth  alfb  with  him  .that  is  of  an  humjble  and  con* 
trite  fpirit,  to  revive  thefpirit  of  the  humble,  and  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the 
contrite  ones. 

Their  outward  fabbaths  were  not  the  lafting  (abbath  or  reft  of  the 
gofpel,  but  giveh  them,  for  a  fign;  but  the  day  of  redemption  from  lin^ 
the  day  of  refting  from  fin,,  the  day  of  ceafing  from  the  works  of  the 
fielh,  the  day  wherein  God  is  all,  and  doth  all  by  his  Spirit  and  power  in- 
wardly, and  wherein  he  alone  is  exalted :  this  is  the  day  of  reft  which  the 
Lord  hath  made  for  the  fpiritual  Ifrael,  and  which  they  are  glad  of  and  re- 
joice in. 

So  their  incenfe  and  facrifices  were  not  the  lafting  incenfe  and  facrifices, 
hut  fhadows  thereof*  The  prayers  of  the  faints,  when  God  pours  out  the 
fpirit  of  prayer  and  application  upon  them,  and  they  pray  to  hiim  therein, 
that  is  the  incenfe.  Let  mf  frayar  be  direHei  before  tbee  as  incenfe^  and  the 
lifting  up  of  tny  hands  as  the. evening  facrifice:  And  this  was  the  incenfe  and 
pure  ofiering,  which  in  every  place  was  .to  -  be  offered  up  to  God's  name 
among  the  Gentiles,  when .  his  name  fhould  be  great  among  them,  as  Ma« 
lachi  foretells.  And.  what  fsud  David  of  old,,  when  God's  Spirit  and  the 
holy  vifidn  was  upon  him  ?  Sacrifice  and  offering  thou  didfi  not  difire^  mine 
ears  baft  thou  opened :  burnt-offering  and^n^offsring  baft  thou  not  required.  Thfn 
/aid  /,  lo  I  come ;  in  the  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me:  J  delight  to  do 
thy  willy  0  PQ  God  ^  yea^  thy  law  is  in  the  midjk  of  my  bowels,    ^he  facrifices 

of 


12  78  '7^  the  yews  Natural^  and 

y  God  an  a  hroktn  fpirii  (renty9ur  heartSy  and  net  your  garmeMs^  and  turn  t^ 
the  Lord  your  God)  \  a  irokm  and  a  contriti  hearty  O  God^  thou  wiU  not  dejpifo^ 
The  offering  praife  to  God  from  a  fincerc  heart,  and  the  ordering  of  the 
converfation  aright,  thefe  are  the  facrifices  well-plea(ing  to  God ;  for  lacrifices 
were  not  the  thing  which  God  mainly  required  of  outward  Ifrael,  but  this. 
Obey  my  voice  :  and  obedience  is  more  acceptable  than  all  other  lacrifices^ 
and  to  hearken  than  the  fat  of  the  choiceft  rams. 

Befides,  thofe  outward  lacrifices  could  not  remove  or  take  away  fin 
from  the  confcience,  but  he  that  came  to  do  the  will^  and  to  put  an  end 
to  thofe  iacriiices  and  oblations,  which  were  but  outward  and  impelled ; 
he  doth  both  wafh  and  take  away  fins  from  within,  and  alfo  bring  in  ever- 
lafting  rlghteoufnefs,  where  his  light  fhines,  and  his  pure  life  fprings  in- 
wardly in  the  heart. 

And  this  is  the  fubflance  of  all  the  Ihadows,  even  the  light  eternal,  the 
word  eternal,  the  Son  of  the  living  God  (who  is  Light  as  the  Father  is 
Light)  tlie  word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  hearty  the  word  of  the  new  co^ 
venant;  the  which  Mofes  directed  your  fathers  to,  Deut.  xxx.  and  by 
which  the  Lord  fpeaketh,  and  hath  fpoken  throughout  the  world,  PfaU 
1.  I .  and  teacheth  every  man  that  hearkeneth  to  his  voice,  to  do  juflly, 
love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly  with  his  God,  as  it  is  expreflcd  by  the  prophet 
Micah. 

Now  to  you  Jews,  of  the  outward  line  rf  Abraham  (whole  return  to  the 
Lord  my  foul  nK)ft  earncftly  defireth  after,  and  for  which  I  have  moft  vehe- 
mently and  Wreftlingly  prayed  to  the  Lord)  are  fome  few  weighty  queries 
upon  my  heart : 

^uery  i.  How  came  David  to  pant  {q  after  the  living  God,  like  the 
hart  or  hind  after  tlie  water-brooks  ?  Wa$  it  not  from  the  quickening  virtue 
of  this  inward  word,  which  Mofes  the  man  of  God  had  direfted  the  mind 
to  ?  Read  PfaL  cxix.  and  fee  how  he  breathed  for  quickenings  from  this 
word,  on  which  all  depends.  And  if  ye  come  to  experience  this  word, 
and  the  quickening  virtue  of  it,  and  follow  the  Lord  on  therein,  ye  will 
foon  come  to  know  the  day  of  the  Meffiah,  and  the  glory  of  his  kingdom, 
which  is  not  outward,  tranfitory,  and  of  a  perifhing  nature ;  but  inward, 
Ipiritual,  and  everlafting  (as  David  well  knew,  and  fpake  fenfibly  of,  Pfal. 
cxlv.  and  elfewhere.) 

S^ery  2.  What  are  the  waters  which  every  thirfty  foul  is  invited  to  ?  Arc 
they  not  the  waters  of  the  Meffiah  ?  are  they  not  waters  that  flow  out  of 
the  wells  of  falvation  ?  Ifaiiih  1m.  Do  not  the  fpiritual  Ifrael  draw  fpi- 
fStual  water  out  of  the  wells  erf*  the  Saviour  in  the  days  of  the  Meffiah  ? 
What  is  it  to  come  to  thefe  waters  ?  Oh  !  that  ye  «^rimentally  knew ! 
But  this  I  vnUl  teU  you,  from  true  and  certain  experience,  that  if  ye  come 
to  take  notice  of  this  word  of  Hfc,  which  God  hath  placed  nigh  in  your 
tnouths  and  hearts,  to  fcparate  between  the  evil  words  and  evil  thoughts 
of  the  enemy's- begetdng  and  bringing  forth,  and- the  good  words  and  ^)od 
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rfioughts  of  God's  begetting  and  bringing  forth,  and  incline  your  ear  to  it^ 
and  come  from  that  which  it  reproves  in  you,  and  draws  you  from  to  itfelf ; 
your  fouls  {hall  foon  come  to  live ;  and  he  that  gives  you  life,  will  make  an 
everlailing  covenant  with  you,  even  the  fure  mercies  of  David :  but  ye  muft 
ftill  mind  him  as  a  witnefs,  and  leader,  and  commander,  inwardly  in  your 
hearts,  that  ye  may  be  preferved  in  the  covenant,  and  ei^oy  the  bleflings  of 
It ;  fee  Ifaiab  Iv. 

S^ery  3.  Did  not  the  Meffiah  come  at  the  fet  time,*  at  the  time  fet  by> 
the  Holy-Spirit  of  prophecy  ?  Did  he  not  come  in  the  prepared  body  to  do 
the  will  ?  and  did  he  not  do  the  will  ?  And  after  his  obedience  to  his  Father, 
was  he  jiot  cut  off,  though  not  for  himfelf  ?  And  after  his  cutting  oflF,  were 
not  ye  made  defolate  ?  why  were  ye  made  defolate  ?  why  did  fuch  a  ftroke 
^me  upon  you  as  never  before  ?  Oh !  confider  it !  Read  Dan.  ix.  24.  to 
the  end  of  the  chapter,  and  let  him  that  readeth  underftand. 

^ery  4.  What  was  that  curfe,  and  on  whom  did  it  light  ?  Let  tbeir  taile 
become  a  fnare  to  tbem^  &c.  PfalAxxTL-  Was  it  not  on  thofe  that  gave  gall 
and  vinegar  to  the  Mefliah  to  drink,,  whom  David  was  a  figure  of,  and 
ijpake  in  Spirit  concerning  ?  Whofe  eyes  are  always  darkened  ?  Doth  not  the 
veil  lie  ftill  on  your  whole  nadonf  Do  ye  know  the  inwaid  mountain, 
where  the  veil  or  face  of  the  covering  is  deftioyed  ?  in  the  inward  day  and 
li^ht  of  the  Mefliah  it  is  deftroyed.  There  that  which  veils  the  noble  eye 
of  the  mind  is  known,  and  alio  that  which  deftroys  and  removeth  it.  To 
what  purpoie  is  it  for  you  to  read  Moles  and  the  prophets,  when  the  veil  is 
ib  upon  you,  that  ye  cannot  fee  what  is  to^  be  ^li(hed,  and  is  aboliflied 
by  the  dawning  of  the  glorious  day  of  the  Mefliah^  and  what  is  to  remain 
and  never  to  be  abdiflied  ?  There  is  a  Jewfhip,  there  is  a  circumcifion,  there 
is  a  fabbath,  there  is  a  reft,  &^.  for  the  inward  and  fpiritual  people,  which 
is  to  remain  and  never  to  be  aboliflied 

^ery  5.  Who  were  thofe  that  God  would  hide  his  face  from,  and  fee 
what  their  end  (hould  be,  becauie  they  were  a  froward  generation,  children 
in  whom  was  no  faith  ?  Who  were  they  that  moved  God  to  jealoufy,  and 
provoked  him  to  anger  ?  And  what  was  the  people  and  foolilh  nation  Hfe 
would  provoke  them  to  jealoufy  and  anger  with  ?  Deut,  xxxii.  Was  it  not 
the  fpiritual,  the  holy  nation  inwardly,  the  true  Jews,  whom  God  took 
from  among  the  Gentiles,  whom  he  appeared  among,  and  was  a  God  and 
a  Father  to,  when  he  caft  off  and  forfook  the  Jews  outward,  and  left  them 
to  be  a  deiblation  ? 

^try  6.  Who  are  thofe  that  (hall  be  hungry  when  God's  fervants  (hall 
cat  ?  and  thirfty^,  when  God's  fervants  ftiall  drink  ?  and  afliamed,  when  his 
fervants  (hall  rejoice  ?  Are  not  your  fouls  hungry  atid  parched  for  ifrant  of 
the  fpiritual  fuftenance,  which  the  living  God  fatisHeth  his  fervants  with, 
making  a  feaft  of  fat  things  to  them  on  his  inward  holy  nfiountain  ?  And 
are  not  ye  afliamed  of  your  cxpeftations  of  the  Mefliah,  while  the  fervants 
of  the  Lord  rejoice  in  him,  their  Prince  and  Saviour,  and  witiic(s  him  daily 
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d  kadcf  and  ccmmandcr  to  them?  What  is  the  people  whom  HieLiOiQ 
hath  flain  and  made  defolate  ?  (Are  not  ye  a  flam  people  to  God,  alienated 
from  his  life.  Spirit,  and  power,  dead  in  your  literal  notions  and  obferva- 
tions  ?)  And  what  are  the  fervants  of  the  Lord,  whom  the  Lord  hath  caHed 
by  another  name,  even  a  name  that  ye  never  knew  ?  fee  Ifaiab  Ixvi.  And 
confider,  how- ail  your  day  God  fpread  out  his  hand  to  you,  and»ye  were  re- 
bellious, and  would  not  hear;  and  now  night  is  come  upon  you,  and  your 
"Wtifitation,  as  fuch  a  people,  is  and  hath  been  long  ended. 

S^uery  7.  Did  not  God  fignify  by  the  prophet  Malachi,  that  he  had  no 
pleafure  in  you,  nor  would  accept  an  offering  at  your  hand  ?  And  did  not 
he  alfo  fignify  the  chufing  of  the  Gentiles  in  your  ftcad ;  that  the  called 
among  the  Gentiles  Ihould  be  his  people ;  and  his  name  which  ye  had  pro- 
phaned,  fhould  be  great  among. them,  and  their  incenfe  and  pure  offering 
in  every  place  be  accepted,  even  from  the  rifiog  of  the  Sun  to  the  going 
down  of  the  fame  ?  read  MaL  chap.  i« 

^ery  8,  Now  the  inward  people,  and  the  inward  covenant, '  the  new  co- 
venant, are  brought  forth,  fhall  ye.  ever  be  owned  or  regarded  as  an  out- 
ward  people,  according  to  your  outward  covenant  any  more  ?  Will  not  all 
fuch  expedations-  fail  you  for  ever  ?  Ye  have  looked,  from  generation  to 
generation,  for  the  coming  and  appearing  of- the  Mefllah  outwardly,  after 
an  outwaid  manner :  but  his  coming  and  appearance  is  inward  -,  and  he 
fetteth  up  his  kingdom,  his  everlafting  kingdom  in  his  faints,  and  in  thehr 
hearts  he  ruleth  inwardly  5  and  the  Mefliah,  the  feed  of  the  woman,  bruifeth 
the  head  of  the  ferpent  there.  .  Oh !  that  ye  knew  the  fubftance !  Oh !  that 
ye  knew  the  word  of  life  in  the  heart,  and  were  turned  to  it,  and  daily 
faithful  and  obedient !  that  ye  might  feel  it  crufliing  and  dafhing  the  power 
of  fin  and  corruptioa  in  your  hearts  !  This  is  the  confolation,  hope,  and  joy 
of  the  inward  and  fpiritual  Ifrael !  Oh !  that  ye  might  be  niade  partaken 
thereof;  and  that  your  long  outward  captivity  and  defolation  might  at  length 
€nd  in  inward  freedom  .and  redemption !   Amen. 


Somewhat  of  Concern  to  the  Jews  Spiritual,  who  are  of 
the  Seed  of  Abraham  ipiritually,,  or  according  to  the 
Faith,  and  gathered  in  this  Day  6f  G  O  D's  Power, 
.to  the  true  and  everlafting  Shiloh. 

THE  fctpter  JhaU  not  depart  from  Juddhy  nor  a  law-giver  from  between 
bis  feet^  until  Sbihb  come  j  and  unto  bimjball  tbe  gathering  of  tbe  people 
be^  Gen.  xlix.  10, 
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OW  Jacobj  m  the  fpidt  of  prophecy,  -faw  that  Judah  was  to  have  the 
fcepter,  the  kingly  power ;  and  it  was  jw>t  to  depart  from  him,  it  was  to  be 
his  righi». ami  the.law;giver  was  to  be  between  his  feet,  till  Shiloh  came; 
then  the  right  was  Shiloh's  to  reign,  and  to  give  laws  to  his  people,  whom 
he  fhould  gather  out  of  the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  and  from  Satan's  power, 
iato  his  own  inward,  fpiritual,  and  everlaftiog  kingdom.  .This  was  the 
true  king,  God's  king,  whom  he  would  fet  upon  the  holy  hill  of  fpiritual 
$ion  \  and  all  the  holy,  inward,  fpiritual  gatherings  of  all  people,  fcattered 
from  the  holy,  living  power,,  muft  be  to  him. 

I  ivHl' ov^turn^ '  overturn^  overturn  it,  and  it  Jhall  h  no  mor€^  until  be  come 
wbvfe  right  it-  iSj  and  I  will  give  it  bim.  And  his  dominion  (hall  not  pafs 
away,  pr  the  fcepter  and  lawgiving  power  flxall  not  pafe  away  from  him,  as 
it  did  from  Judah,  nor  (hall  his  kingdom  eyer  be  deltroyed,  Dan.  vii.  14, 
but  God  will  give,  to  him  the  throne  of  his  &ther  David,  and  be  IHall  reign 
over  th^  houie  of  Jacob  for  ever ',  and  of  hb  kingdom  there  fhall  be  no 
end. 

'  QlJ^ry,;  But  wbo  are  tbe  people  t  bat  Jhall  be  gathered  to  bim  ? 
,  Af^^  The  people  that  fliall  hear  his  voice,  and  come  zt  his  .call,  that  (hall 
receive  the  inftruftion  of  wifdom,  and  feel  the  drawing  powctr  and  virtue  of 
the  Father,  in  the  day  of  his  power.  It  is  written  in  the  prophets,  M>  tfy 
ebildren Jhall  be  taught  of  tbe  Lard.  And  every  one  that  is  taught  and  learn* 
eth  of  the  Father,  cometh  to  the  Son,  cometh  to  the  Mefliab,  cometh  to 
the  Shi]oh,  to  the.Word  eternal,  to  the  Word  of  life  in  the  heart 
-  Qu.ery,  Was  not  tbe  Meffiah  promijed.  to  tbe  Jews^  to  come  of  tbem^  and  to  be 
appropriate  to  them  f 

Anffo.  He  was  promifed  to  them,  and  to  come  of  them ;  but  not  to  be 
appropriated  to  them :  blit  he  was  to  be  the  univerfal  Saviour  to  all  that 
fhcvjldcpme  under  his  enfiga  and  banner.  Hefiall  fet  up  an  enjign  for  tbe 
nations^  and  he  JbaU  fprinkle  man;f  nations^  &c.  And  God  promifed  that  he 
would  give  his  Son  (his  ele6t  choice  fervant)  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles. 

Query.  Were  tbe  Jews  then  excbtded? 

Anfu;.  No ;  they  were  to  be  gathered  to  Shiloh,  as  well  as  others.  Nay, 
the  Lord  had  a  fpecial  regard  to  them ;  the  gofpel  was  firft  preached  to 
them ;  they  had  the  firft  ofier,  or  the  firft  call  to  me  fpiritual  glory  -,  they 
were  the  children  of  the  prophets,  and  of  the  covenant  of  God  made  with 
their  Fathers ;  unto  whom  God  having  raifed  up  his  Son  Jefus^  fent  him  to 
blels  them,  in  turning  away  every  one  of  them  from  their  iniquities.  And 
the  whole  nation,  turning  from  their  iniquities,  fhould  have  been  gathered 
by  him,  and  fhould  have  enjoyed  the  blefling  of  his  day  and  kingdom. 
Yea,  the  firft  gathering  was  from  among  them,  and  the  firft  glorious  gof- 
pel church  was  at  Jerulalem,  where  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jcfus 
did  moft  eminently  and  wonderfully  break  forth,  and  great  grace  was  upon 
them  all.  But  the  nation  was  not  gathered  to  Shiloh,  nor  did  come  under  his 
fcepter  and  government  *,  but  only  a  remnant  of  the  nation.    So  thefe  be- 
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ixig  gathered,  the  reft  w^e  caft  off;  and  the  enfign  was  carried  among  thc^ 
Gentiles,  and  the  great  gathering  was  there  among  them. 

Query,  Haw  is  it  mamfefi  that  tbt  great  gatbiring  U^  Sbilob  was  to  be  from 
among  tbe  Gentiles  ? 

AfifvK  By  many  exprels  prophecies  of  Scripture,  and  promifes  to  the 
Melli&h,  that  he  (hould  have  the  Gentiles  for  his  inheritance  and  pofleflion. 
When  God  eftablilhed  his  king,  the  MeflTiah,  upon  the  holy  hill  of  fpirltulif 
Sion,  notwithftan(£ng  all  the  heathen's  rage  againfl  him,  and  the  people  of 
the  Jews  imagining  a  vain  thing  (thinking  to  ke^p  the  body  of  him  in  die 
grave,  who  was  the  refurrection  and  the  life)  what  faith  the  Lord  to  him  ? 
Ajk  of  me  J  and  I  wiU  givethee  the  heatbenfor  tbine  inheritance^  and  the  utter- 
moft  farts  of  tbe^arth  for  tiy  poffeffion^  Pf.  ii.  The  Lord  iaid,  in  another 
place,  //  is  a  light  thing  that  4beu  mayefi  ht  my  fervant^  to  rdfe  up  the  tribes  uf 
Jacobs  and  to  re^ore  the  prefervedof  Ifrael\  Iwilla^o  give  thee  for  a  Ugh 
to  the  Gentiles^  that  thou  mayefkhe.myfalvationunto  tbt  ends  of  the  earthy  Uai. 
xlix.  6.  Again  the  Lord  faith  further.  From  the  rifing  of  the  fun^  even  unto 
the  going  down  *of  the  fame^  tny,  namejhall  be  great  among  the  Gentiles  ^  and  in 
evefy  place  ineenfe  ficdl  be  offered  unto  my  name^  and  k  pure  offering  \  for  nry 
name  fball  be  great  among  the  heathen^  faith  the-^lJ^d  cf  bofiSy  Mai.  i.  11. 
Singy  0  barren i  tbouJhat  didft  not  bear-^  break' forth  inU>  Jingingy  and  cry 
almly  thou  that  didft  not  travail  with  child -^  for  ml^ei  are,  the  children  of  the 
defolate  than  the  children  of  the  married  wife^  faith  the  Lprdy  Ifai.  liv.  i .  Who 
was  the  married  wife  ?  Who  was  the  mother  in  the  days  of  the  firft  cove-' 
nant  ?  Was  it  not  the  Jerufalem  below,  who  was  then,  deiblate  and  barren  ? 
Was  it  not  another  Jerufalem,  which  is  free,  and  the  mother  of  all  the  fpi- 
ritual  children  ?  Why  was  (he  now  to  rgoice  and  (ing  ?  But  becaufe  &e 
was  to  break  fonh  on  the  right  iiand  and  on  the  left,  and  her  feed  was  to 
inherit  the  Gentiles,  and  niake  the  defolate  cixies  to  be  inhabited,  ver.  3. 
The  covenant  of  Mount  Sinai  did  bring  forth  a  great  people,  wherccrf  Jeru- 
falem, that  was  bcjow,  was  the  mother.  The  covenant  afterwards  made, 
befides  that  in  Horeb,  whereof  the  Word  nigh  in  the  heart  and  mouth  is 
the  foundation  (by  which  Word  Godcircumcifeth)  was  as  yet  barren,  and 
did  not  bring  forth  a  people  to  the  Lord.  But  this  covenant  was  to  have  a 
time ;  the  Jerufalem  above  was  to  have  a  time,  wherein  her  feed  ihould 
inherit  the  Gentifes ;  and  the -Maker,  the  Hufband,  fhould  be  called  the 
God  of  the  whole  earth,  ver.  5.  Read  Gal.  iv.  and  fee  how  the  apoftle  of 
the  Gentiles  expounds  the  myftery,  (hewing  which  is  the  free  woman,  and 
her  free  children,  and  which  is  the  bond  woman,  and  which  the  bond 
children,  who  are  caft  out  in  the  day  of  God,  and  in  the  Ihining  of  his 
heavenly  light  inwardly,  and  cannot  inherit  the  glorious  kingdom  of  the 
gofpel,  with  the  children  of  the  free  woman.  And  confider  who  were  the 
people  in  the  time  of  the  firft  covenant  ?  Who  obtained  mercy  then  ?  Were 
they  not  the  Jews  ?  And  who  were  not  a  pec^le,  and  who  did  not  obtain 
mercy,  but  were  left  out  of  the  love  and  mercy  of^  the  firft  covenant  ? 

Were 
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Were  thejr  not  the  Gentiles  ?  And  did  hot  the  Lord  promife  that  he  woulti 
have  mercy  on  them  that  had  not  obtained  mercy  I  And  that  he  would 
lay  to  them  that  were  not  his  people,  Thoo  art  my*  people  ;  and  thejr 
fliall  fay.  My  God,  Hof.  ii.  23.  compared  with  Rtm.  ix.  26.  Was  not  this 
once  glorioufly  fulfilled  in  the  firil  vifitation  of  the  Gentiles  ?  And  is  it  not 
a^ain  glorioufly  fulfilled  in  his  now  vifiting  them  s^ain  with  the  fre{h  found 
oir  the  everlafting  gofpel,  as  waspromifed.  Rev.  xiv.  7. 

Oh !  what  a  promife  is  that  concerning  the  day  of  God  \  that  in  that  day 

there  Jhall  be  a  root  of  Jeffe^  which  Jhall  Jiand  for  an  enfign  of  thepopks  to  it 

fi>all  the  Gentiles  feek^  and  his  reft  Jhall  be  glorious^  Ifai.  xi.  lo.     Is  not  thif 

the  day  wherein  the  holy  mountain  is  known,  and  that  nothing  can  hurt  or 

deftroy  there  ?  And  doth  not  the  Jcnowledge  of  the  Lord  cover  his  land» 

his  earth,  as  the  waters  do  the  fea?  And  doth  not  the   root  of  Jeffc,  the 

rock  of  life  and  falvation,  ftand  for  an  enOgn,  placed  fo  by  God  \  and  who 

can  di(place  it,  or  fliake  them  that  are  built  on  the  inward  Mount  Sion  ? 

Yea,  is  not  the  reft  of  the  weary  foul,  when  he  comes  hither,  found  to  be 

very  glorious  ?  And  when  this  enfign  is  more  fully  lifted  up,  (hall  not  the 

Gentiles  more  abundandy  come  unto  God  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and 

bewail  their  dead  and  eftranged  eftate  from  God  ?  (faying.  Surely  ourfa^ 

thers  inherited  vanity^  and  things  wherein  is  no  frofit^  Jcr.  xvi.  19.)     And 

fhall  they  not  turn  from  all  their  idols  to  ferve  the  living  God  ?  ^heff.  i.  9* 

And  concerning  the  Melliah  it  was  promifed,  that  in  his  name  (hould  the 

Gentiles  truft,  and  the  ifles  ihould  wait  for  his  law,  and  he  (faould  bring 

forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles,  Iftu.  xli.  11.  with  Matt.  xii.  21. 

But  what  (hould  I  meption  any  more  fcriptures  unto  you  concerning  this 
thing,  when- as  ye  have  fo  large,  full,  certain,  and  daily  experience  of  it 
in  that  which  is  pure  and  living  of  God,  which  never  deceived  nor  can  de* 
ceive  any ;  for  ye  are  begotten  by  his  Spirit  into  his  own  image  and  na- 
ture, and  have  received  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  wherein  ye  cry  Abba  Father 
to  the  Father  of  fpirits.  He  found  you  indeed  in  a  ftrange  land,  under 
great  captivity,  and  alknation  from  him.  Ye  have  been  in  Egypt,  in  So- 
dom, in  Babylon  fpirituaOy  %  but  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  hath  followed 
you  thither,  and  the  arm  of  the  Lord  hath  reached  to  you  there,  and  hath 
cut  Rahab,  and  wounded  the  Dragon :  yea,  lie  whom  the  Lord  hath  given 
for  a  light  ta  the  Gentiles,  hath  fhined  to  you  there,  in  the  midft  of  your 
darkneis.  So  that  God  fent  among  you  die  prophet  like  unto  Mofes  (thp' 
far  above  Mofes)  and  hearing  him,  he  led  you  out  of  Egypt^  and  by  the 
rod  of  his  power  did  figns,  and  wonders,  and  valiant  a£ts  there,  breaking 
that  power  which  with  a  ftnmg  hand  held  you  captive  there,  and  opprefled 
you.  And  you  have  known  the  travel,  trials,  and  temptations  in  the  fpi* 
ritual  wildcmcfs,  and  the  falling  of  the  carcafes  which  were  to  fall  there, 
and  the  holy  leading  by  the  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire  through  all  the  entan- 
glements and  dangers  therein.  Yea^  and  the  fiuthful  among  you,  the 
tried  and  prepared  among  you^  have  paifed  over  Jordan  (the  river  of  pure^ 

O  o  z  judgment) 
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judgment)  into  the  good  land,  and  come  to  witnefs  David  and  Solomon 

(who  are  one  in  Spirit)  your  king,  who  rules  in  ri^teoufnefs,  and  minifters 

to  you  peace  everli^ng.     And  ye  have  an  high-prieft  there,  not  after  the 

order  of  Aaron,  but  after  the  order  of  Melchizedeck,  who  is  made  the  evcr- 

lafting  hig^^prieft  of  God ;  not  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  commandment, 

but  after  the  power  of  an  endlefs  life ;  whofe  lips  prefervc  the  knowledge  of 

the  law  for  you,  in  that  endlefs  power  of  life ;  who  minifters  for  you,  and 

to  you,  in  the  endlefs  power,  and  intercedes  with  power  and  efficacy,  and 

fprinkles  the  blood  of  the  covenant  upon  you,  which  takes  away  fin  from 

your  hearts  and  confciences.    So  that  ye  know  the  inward  Jew*s  ftate,  the 

inward  Holy  Land  and  kingdom,  the  inward  circumcifion,  before  ye  enter 

into  that  land  -,  and  the  inward  Lamb,  the  inward  pafibver,  the  inward 

Mount  Sion,  and  Jerufalem ;  the  inward  facrifices  and  incenfe,  the  inward 

tabernacle,  temple,  and  ark  of  the  covenant,  the  inward  fliew-bread,  the 

inward  manna,  the  inward  rod  that  buddeth,  the;  inward  candleftick  and 

the  lamps,  which  are  never  to  gp  out  in  God's  temple.    And  what  (hould  I 

iay  more  ?  All  that  that  people  were  to  be  outwardly,  in  an  outward  way 

and  date,  hath  God  made  inwardly  in  the  fubilance ;  and  what  God  would 

have  been  to  them  outwardly,  had  they  obeyed  his  voice,  and  kept  his 

jjtatutes  and  judgments,  that  he  is  to  you  inwardly,  who  are  the  called  and 

chofen«  and  faithful  followers  of  the  Lamb ;  and  ye  are  tlie  enjoyersof  their 

blefllngs  and  promifes  inwardly.    Oh !  the  ^ory  of  your  ftate  to  the  eye 

duit  is  opened  to  fee  it ! 

Now  fomewhat  doth  remain  on  my  heart  unto  you. 
Oh !  be  daily  fenfible  df  the  tender  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  the  Lord, 
whk:h  is  broke  forth  among  you  !  What  mercy,  what  love  hath  the  Father 
ihewn  unto  you,  that  ye  (hould  be  thus  accounted  the  children  of  God  I 
That  they  which  were  once  nigh,  (hould  be  removed  (b  far  off;  and  ye 
which  were  (b  hx  off,  (hould  be  brought  (o  nigh,  and  (hould  for  ever  in- 
herit the  fui-e  mercies  of  David !  For  of  a  truth  the  Lord  will  never  for- 
fake  you ;  but  bis  mercy  endures  for  ever  towards  you,  and  your  ftakes 
(hall  never  be  removed;  but  this  inward  building  (hall  ftaod  for  ever. 
This  Sion  is  the  fdace  of  God's  reft,  where  he  will  dwdU  for  ever;'  where- 
of the  outward  Sion  was  but  a  figure. 

Secowlly^  Remember  what  the  Lord  promifed  himfelf  concerning  you. 
When  he  was  weary  of  that  people,  and  continually  complaimng  of  them, 
oh  1  what  did  he  promife  himfea  concerning  the  people  he  would  bring 
forth  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  MeflUh  in  the  lattef  days !  Did  be 
not  promife  himfelf  that  they  (hould  be  an  hfaiy  people,  an  inwardly  cir- 
cunicifed  people,  a  people  that  (hould  plede  htm }  (heep  that  (hould  hear 
the  (hepherd's  voice,  and  be  healed  by  him,  gathexed  home  to  him,  add 
fo  foUow  ami  learn  o(  him  the  (hepherd  ^  chat  they  (hould  all  know  him 
from  the  leafi  to  the  greateft;  and  dbat  he  would  forgive  their,  (ins,  and 
heal  their  b^ckflidiags^  and  they  ihoidd  not;  .return  ta  iolOf^  m  badcilidc 

any 
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My  more,  98  the  childiten  after  the  fielh  always  did  ?  Is  not  this  the  people 
whom  indeed  God  hath  formed  for  himfelf,   who  (hall  {hew  forth  his 

praife. 

Thirdly,  Reniember  what  a  covenant  God  hath  prepared  to  make  with 
you,  as  ye  incline  your  ears  to  him,  and  are  led  by  him  into  the  holy 
agreement  with  him ;  even  a  covenant  wKich  is  not  weak,  as  the  old  cove- 
nant was ;  but  is  foil  of  virtue  and  vigour,  to  enable  you  to  do  whatever 
God  requires  of  you.  Mark  what  it  contains,  putting  Grod's  fear  into  you : 
not  the  fear  which  is  taught  by  man's  precepts,  which  man  may  get  into 
his  carnal  mind ;  but  which  God  places  as  the  treafury  of  life  in  the  heart; 
as  it  is  written,  ^befear  of  the  *Lard  and  bis  treafure^  Ifai.  xxxv'i.  6.  And 
oh !  who  knows  the  precioulnefs  of  his  treafure !  How  it  cleanfeth  the 
heart,  and  keepeth  it  clean,  and  will  not  fufier  the  mind  that  is  feafoned 
with  it,  and  kept  to  it,  to  depart  from  the  living  God !  It  fenccth  from  un<- 
belief,  it  fenceth  from  difobedience ;  it  will  not  fufier  the  foul  fo  much  as 
to  meddle  with  any  appearance  of  evil.  Oh !  precious,  glorious,  blefled 
treafure !  happy  is  the  man  that  feareth  always  with  this  fear !  Another  pre- 
cious thing  this  covenant  contsuns,  is  the  law  written  in  the  heart,  that  it 
ihaU  be  as  near,  yea,  nearer  than  fin  is,  in  the  heart  that  is  made  tender, 
and  hath  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  written  in  it.  Who  knows  what  it  is 
to  have  the  law  of  love,  the  law  of  life,  the  law  of  the  Spirit,  the  law  of 
faith,  the  law  of  new  obedience,  Hvingly  written  by  God  in  his  heart ! 
Surelj^  none  can  but  they  in  whom* God  writes  it!  And  fuch  cannot  hm 
.defire  to  have  it  written  in  their  hearts  by  his  blefled  finger  dafiy  more  and 
more.  But  this  covenant  contains  yet  more,  even  the  putting  of  his  own 
Spirit  within  them,  to  be  a  fountain  c^  life  there,  a  fountain  of  ftrength 
and  wifdom  there,  to  make  them  more  and  more  wiflkig  in  the  day  of  his 
power,  and  to  caufe  them  to  walk  in  his  mzj%  and  keep  his  ftatutes  and 
judgments,  and  do  them,  that  die  Lord  their  God  may  bleis  them,  and 
delight  in  them. 

Ob !  who  would  noc  long  after,  and  take  up  the  crofs  and  (hame,  to 
enjoy  the  glory  of  this  ftace  1  Oh  !  what  hath  God  done  for  a  poor  defpifed 
remnant  among  the  Gentiles!  Oh!  who  would  not  defire  to  keep  this 
blefled  covenant  with  the  Lord;  that  he  might  folly  enjoy  the  Lord,  that 
the  marriage  with  the  Maker  might  be  wimefled  in  his  loving-kindnefs  and 
everlafting  righteoufnefs,  and  all  unrighteoufnefs  and  uncleannefs  might  be 
put  away,  removed,  and  feparated  from  the  heart  for  ever.  Ah !  the  vir- 
gin Ipirit  which  the  Lamb  loves,  and  deUgh^  to  marry  with !  He  that  is 
joined  to  tbe  Lard  is  one  Spirit^  and  he  mufl:  part  with  ^1  that  is  old,  evil, 
unclean,  and  corrupt  in  him,  that  would  be  joined  to  the  Lord,  and  be- 
come one  Spirit  with  him.  Oh  I  who  would  lofe  the  precious  fear  of  the 
covenant,  which  is  clean,  and  endureth  for  ever,  and  keepeth  clean  and 
chafte  to  the  Lord  for  ever !  And  who  would  mifs  of  one  law  which  God 
hath  to  write  in  the  hearts  of  his  children,  when  every  law  is  a  law  of 

life. 
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Ufe,  and  changeth  the  mind  kite  the  nature  of  the  law-giver !  And  whd 
would  grieve  God's  Spirit^  which  is  our  Comforter  ?  Or  quench  that  which 
kindles  the  pure  flame  of  love  and  life  in  our  hearts  ?  Much  lefs  can  anjr  of 
his  dear  and  tender  children  be  willing  to  vex  him,  by  maaifeft  careleffneis 
and  difobedience,  who  giveth  us  to  drink  of  the  river  of  his  pleafure ! 

Oh !  my  dear  friends,  ye  do  not  know  the  great  travail  of  my  heart,  that 
all  the  children  of  the  Lord  might  walk  before  him  in  all  well-pleafing^ 
that  we  might  come  all  into  covenant,  into  the  full  covenant,  and  walk 
fuUy  with  him  in  the  covenant,  that  his  ^ngier  might  be  for  ever  turned 
away  from  us  all,  and  he  might  never  be  wroth  with,  nor  rebuke  any  of 
us  any  more.  It  is  written  on  my  heart  the  breaking  forth  of  this  glory 
would  reach  the  Jews :  and  though  they  be  ■  caft  off  as  to  their  outward 
date,  and  not  ib  to  be  owned,  or  come  into  that  glory  any  more ;  yet  there 
is  a  day  of  mercy  and  love  for  them,  as  to  that  inwaid  ftate  of  life  and  re- 
dempdon,  which  their  outward  ftate  typified :  and  the  breaking  forth  of 
the  full  glory  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the  manifeftadon  of  God*s  mighty 
power  and  prefence  with  them  (they  being  made  by  God  a  people  to  bim^ 
and  fo  walking  with  God,  as  none  poffibly  can  but  thoie  who  are  created 
anew,  and  fo  made  by  him),  this  might  provoke  the  Jews  (the  poor,  Scat- 
tered, foriaken  Jews)  to  feek  after  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their 
king,  inwardly  to  be  revealed  in  them,  and  rule  among  them. 

The  Lord  God  of  our  life  and  tender  mercies,  carry  on  to  perfe£tion  this 
blelTcd  work  of  his,  which  he  hath  fo  mighdly  begun,  and  {o  mightily 
hitherto  carried  on ;  and  keep  us  in  the  fenfe  of  his  good  Spirit,  and  in 
tender  and  holy  fubje£bion  thereto^  and  in  unity  together  in  the  life,  where- 
in we  have  been  gathered  and  preferved,  and  in  pure  judgment  over  all 
the  workings  of  the  enemy,  cvery-where,  and  in  the  gofpel  love  one  to  an- 
other, and  to  all  men,  even  our  greatell  enemies,  that  we  may  feek  the 
good^of  all  men,  even  the  refcuing  and  preferving  all  out  of  fin  and  wrath, 
as  much  as  in  us  i^  poffible*,  that  the  pure  light  wherewith  our  God  and 
heavenly  Father  hath  enlightened  us,  may  ifaine  in  us ;  and  the  life  where- 
with he  hath  quickened  us,  may  live  in  us,  and  we  may  feed  on  nothing 
but  life,  and  grow  in  nothing  but  life  and  truth,  to  the  great  ^ory  di  our 
heavenly  Father^  and  to  die  great  joy  of  our  hearts.  Amen. 
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A  few  Words  to  England,  my  Native  Country. 

Oh !  Land  of  my  Nativity !  Ob !  my  dear  Countrymen ! 

* 

TH  E  pure  power  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me^  and  the  iprings  of  life 
open  in  me ;  and  ^rndng  many  other  things,  I  am  melted  in  lovd 
and  defires  after  your  welfare.  'And  this  is  in  my  heart  to  fay  to  you  :  if 
I  now  teftiiy  to  you  in  truth  of  a  pearl,  a  heavenly  pearl,  an  everlafting 
pearl,  will  ye  not  hear  me  ?  If  I  tell  you  your  heart  is  the  Beld,  or  earthy 
wherein  it  is  hid,  will  ye  not  confider  of  it  ?  If  the  evcrlafting  gofpel  be 
preached  again,  which  contains- true  tidings  of  redemption  from  fin,  will  ye 
not  liftcn  after  it?  If  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  be 
to  be  re^^d  within,  woUld  ye  not  willingly  learn  to  wait  for  it  there, 
and  beg  of  God-  tha:t  the^eye  may  be  opened  in  you,  which  alone  can  fee; 
it  when  it'  doth  ^p^ar.^  Indeed  God's  vifitation  is  upon  this  nation  in  aa 
efpecial  manner;  his  light  and  power  is  breaking  forth  in  it,  againil  the 
darknefs  and  power  c^  the  fpirit  of  Satan,  which  hath  captivated  and  ftiK 
captivateth  many.  Ye  defire  outward  liberty,  and  the  enjoyment  of  your 
outward  rights;  would  ye  not  be  free  inwardly  ?  Free  from  the  bafe,  earthly^ 
felBih  nature  and  fpirit,  •  which  man,  fallen  from  God,  and  the  glory  wherein 
he  created  him,  is  degenerated  into  ?  Oh !  is  not  the  power  of  God,  and 
life  of  Chrift,  able  to  refiore  man  to  this  ?  He  that  created  man  at  firft  lb 
glorious  in  his  own  image,  is  he  not  able  to  create  him  anew  ?*  Oh  !  hear, 
my  dear  countrymen!  the  power  is  revealed  which  createth  anew;  and 
they  that  receive  it,  and  are  as  clay  in  the  hands  of  the  great  potter,  ^ven 
up  to  be  fdrmed  by  it,  are  daily  created  (by  the  operation  of  it)  anew,  into 
an  holy,  heavenly,  innocent,  living,  tender,  righteous  frame  day  by  day ; 
and  are  made  willing,  daily  more  and  more,  to  be  the  Lord's,  in  this  day 
of  his  power ;  and  do  receive  power  to  become  fons,  and  ftrength  againft 
their  ibul's  enemies :  and  the  glorious  work  of  redemption  which  God  hath 
begun  in  them,  the  arm  of  his  (trength  mightily  carrieth  on  in  them,  to 
their  comfort  and  his  everlafting  praife. 

Therfc  is  a  fpiritual  Egypt  and  Sodom,  as  well  as  there  was  an  outward ; 
and  there  is  a  fpiritual  wildernefs,  and  Canaan  alfo ;  and  the  arm  of  God*s 
power  inwardly  and  fpiritually  hath  been  revealed  in  this  fpiritual  Egypt, 
wildernefs,  and  Canaan,  as  really  as  ever  it  was  in  the  outward.  Do  ye  not 
read  of  a  Jew  inward,  and  a  circumcifion  inward,  and  the  leaven  inward, 
and  keeping  the  fcaft  of  unleavened-bread,  even  of  bread  that  is  not  lea- 
vened with  fin  ?  And  he  that  eats  of  the  unleavened  bread,  it  unlcavens 
him  of  fin,  and  leavens  him  with  life  and  holinefs :  for  it  is  an  holy  bread, 
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and  a  living  bread.  This  is  the  bread  which  comes  down  from  heaven, 
which  they  that  feed  upon  live,  and  they  that  live  feed-  upon.  -  And  though 
they  be  many,  yet  feeding  upon  this  bread,  they  become  one  bread,  one 
living  body,  conGftii^g  of  a  living  hf  a4, .  and  living  members  j  for  the  fame 
life  and  pure  heavenly  nature  which  is  in  tliehead,  is  communicated  by 
him  to  the  members. 

But  bow  Jhdl  we  find  this  ?  may  fcmt  fay.  .    \ 

I  will  tcU  you  how  we  found  it,  and  how  none  can  mifs  of  it,  that  fwcep 
the  houfe,  and  make  a  diligent  and  faithful  f^arch  after  it.  That  in  the 
heart  of  man  which  turns  ag^inft  fi^,  difcovers  (ii),  idraws  from  fin,  .wherein 
Gojd  miilifters  help  agajnft  fin,  thj^t-is  it.  .  That  is  the  pearl  hidj  that  la 
the  kingdom  hid ;  in  that  is  the  righ jepufnefs  pf  Qod  reyealecj  from  faith  to 
faith,  in  all  that  receive  and  give  vp fQ  this  h^y- lesyen.  .  Thiols  of  the  na- 
ture of  God  and  Chrift;  this  is  a  mcafureof  his.Hghf,  Ofhij  pure  life; 
this  is .  the  law  and  commandment  everlafting^  which  God  writes  in  the  hearts 
^f  l)is  fpiricual  Ifrael.  For  the  inward  Jew  hgfh  i^Vard  tables^  where  the 
Inward  law  is  wrilten,  for  the  inward  eye  to  r^^d.  ,  Ofhl  how  nigh  is  God 
inwardly,  to  the  ipward  people,  in  this  oyr  ^ay!  Oh  J  the  :pure  .glory  is 
broke  forth!  But  alasl  men.  are  ii>  their  feyeral  fons  of  dreams,  and  take 
no  notice  of  it.  What  fhaU  th§  Lord  do  tp  a.wajtefl  this  nation  ?  In  what 
way  (hall  his  power  appear,  to  bring  down  \mr4ghteoqfneJrs,  and  to  bring 
up  righteoufnefs,  in  the  [fpirits  of  people  ?;Do  y^^PQt  think  the  liord  hath 
been  at  work  ?  How  could  deceit  be  fo  wafted  inwardly,  and  truth  fo  grown 
inwardly,  and  overfpread  more  and  more,  and  gain  ground  in  the  nation, 
if  the  hand  and  power  of  the  Lord  were  not  with  it,  bleffing  it.  Oh !  take 
notice  of  the  handy-work  of  the  Lord,  ye  children  of  men,  and  wait  to  fed 
truth  near,  and  to  partake  of  the  living  vir(ye  and  power  of  it,  that  ye 
may  feel  your  hearts  creating  anew^  and  the  old  heavens  and  earth  may  in* 
wardly  pais  away,  wherein  dwells  unrighteoufneis ;  and  the  new  heavens  and 
the  new  earth  may  be  inwardly  witnelled,  wherein  dwells  righteouiheis.  Ohl 
that  this  nation  might  become  a  paradife  of  God !  Oh !  that  everyone  might 
be  fenfible  of  his  prefence,  and  power,  god  kingdom,  and  righteous  go- 
vernment  inwardly  io  the  heart,  from  the  king  that  (its  on  the  throne,  to  the 
beggar  on  the  dunghill !  Surely  man  was  not  made  for  himfelf !  Surely  he 
was  not  made  fuch  a  creature  as  now  he  is  !  but  in  the  holy  image  of  God, 
with  love  in  his  heart  to  God  above  all,  and  to  his  neighbour  as  to  him- 
felf. Oh  !  what  are  the  religions  and  profeilions  of  feveral  forts  where  this 
love  is  not  found !  The  Lord  is  reftoring  his  image,  and  bringii^  forth  the 
true  pure  religion  again.  The  pearl,  the  truth,  contains  and  comprehends  it. 
Oh !  buy  thq  pearl  I  oh !  buy  the  precious  truth !  fell  aU  that  is  contrary  to 
it  for  it ;  take  up  the  crofs  to  all  that  is  evil  in  thee,  as  the  light  in  thee 
maketh  it  manife^,  and  thou  (halt  have  the  free  pofieifion  of  it  in  thy  heart, 
and  feel  it  a  root  of  life,  a  treafure  of  life,  a  well  of  life,  out  of  which  the 
living  water  ^ill  be  daily  fpringing  up  in  thee  unto  life  everlailing.  Amen. 

The  22d  of  the  7t]i  month,  1676.  X  H  R  E 
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UPON 

THREE  VERSES  of  the  XLVIth  PSALM. 

Vcrfe  4.  'T^  HERE  is  a  river j  tbeftreams  whereof JhaU  make  glad  the  city 
Jl     of  God  J  the  holy  place  of  the  tabernacles  of  the  Moft  Hi^b. 

^uery  i.  Which  is  the  river,  and  what  are  the  ftrcams  thereof  which 
make  glad  the  city  of  God  ?  And  which  is  the  city  of  God  which  they  make 
glad  ?  which  are  the  tabernacles  of  the  Moft  High  ?  and  which  is  the  holy 
place  of  thofe  tabernacles  ?  Oh !  my  dear  countrymen,  that  every  one  in 
this  nation  did  underftand  and  enjoy  thefe  things !  For  the  Lord  is  ready  to 
beget  a  will,  to  beget  a  third  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men ;  and 
whofocver  thirfteth,  whofoever  will,  is  called  to  the  waters,  and  may  come 
to  the  waters,  and  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely  (Ifai.  Iv,  i.  Rev.  xxii. 
^7")  y^^  ^o  the  full  fatisfadion  of  their  fouls.  For  indeed  this  is  the  day 
of  God's  power,  wherein  he  doth  make  his  people  willing  to  come  to  him, 
and  to  abide  with  him  in  the  fountain  of  living  waters  ;  and  thofe  that  do 
<:ome  to  him,  and  abide  with  him,  he  abundantly  fatisfieth  with  the  fatnefs 
of  his  houfe,  and  giveth  them  to  drink  of  the  river  of  his  pleafures,  Pfal. 
xxxvi.  8,  9.  Mark,  God  is  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  with  him  is  the 
fountain  of  life,  a  river  of  pleafures,  a  river  whole  ftreams  make  glad 
the  whole  city,  even  the  holy  place  of  all  the  tabernacles  of  the  Moft  High ; 
and  he  giveth  his  citizens  to  drink  of  it ;  and  whofoever  drinketh  of  it, 
it  maketh  them .  glad,  it  refrefheth  their  life.  Oh !  that  more  knew  what 
this  means! 

Verfe  5.  God  is  in  the  midji  of  her^  fhe  fhall  not  he  moved  \  Godfball  help  her^ 
and  that  right  early ;  or  when  the  morning  appeareth,  or  from  the  morning 
appearing. 

^uery  2.  How  is  God  in  the  midft  of  this  city  ?  Is  it  not  more  glorioufly 
in  an  inward  way,  than  ever  he  was  in  the  temple  in  the  outward  Jcru- 
lalem,  in  an  outward  way  ?  How  is  ftie  built  ?  How  is  fhe  founded  and 
fituated  ?  How  comes  it  about  that  (he  fhall  not  be  moved  ?  How  is  God 
her  refuge  and  ftrength,  and  prefent  help  in  the  time  of  trouble  ?  After 
what  manner  doth  God  arife  inwardly,  and  fcatter  his  enemies  ?  How  doth 
the  morning-light  help  her  ?  After  what  manner,  when  the  enemy  cometh 
in  like  a  flood,  doth  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fife  up  a  ftandard  againft  him  ? 
Ah !  bleflcd  are  tlif  y  that  know  and  experience,  and  live  in  the  enjoyment 
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of  thcfe  things !  Oh !  that  this  whole  nation  did  fo !  Were  it  not  worth  the 
fufFering  of  much,  the  denying  of  much^  ^nd  the  bearing  of  much  judg- 
ment, to  come  to  this  ? 

Verfe  10.  Bejiill,  and  know  that  I  am  God\  I  will  be  exalted  among  (or  in) 
the  heathen :  I  will  he  exalted  in  the  earth. 

^ery  3.  What  is  that  ftillnefs  wherein  God  is  known  to  be  God,  not 
outwardly  in  notion,  but  inwardly  in  the  heart  ?  Where  is  that  filence  of 
mind,  wherein  God  teacheth  his  Ifrael  in  the  new  covenant,  to  know  him 
as  he  is  •,  even  all  of  them,  frona  the  greateft  to  the  leaft  ?  How  will  God 
comd  to  be  exalted  in  the^hcathen,  and  in  the  earth  ?  Is  it  not  by  the  light 
of  his  day,  breaking  forth  and  Ihining  in  them  ?  Where  this  day  breaks 
forth  in  any.  heart,  doth  it  ftot  break  down  and  deftroy  the  kingtfom  of  dark- 
nefs  inwardly  ?  And  doth  not  the  King  of  Glory  confume  the  man  of  fin, 
the  wicked  one  that  was  exalted  in  the  temple  before  (which  temple  be- 
longed of  right  to  God)  with  the  Spirit  of  his  mouth,  and  deftroy  him  with 
the  brightnels  of  his  coming  or  appearing  ?  Ifaiah  xi.  4.  2  Tbejf.  ii.  8.  Then 
is  the  day  known  wherein  the  Lord  alone  is  exalted.  Oh !  that  this  day 
were  more  known ;  and  the  Lord,  who  is  indeed  worthy,  were  more  exatted, 
and  all  flcfh  become  his  footftool  for  ever ! 


Concerning  the  true  Church  and  Miniftry  under  the 
Gofpel,  and  the  Maintenance  thereof;  fome  few 
Queftions  anlwered  in  Truth  and  Plainnefs  of  Heart, 
and  left  to  the  Witnefs  and  Teftimony  of  G  O  D  in 
other  Mens  Confciences. 

Queft.  I.  l^TT  HIGH  is  the  true  churchy  or  the  gofpeUchurcb^  or  the  church 
Wl  according  to  the  new  covenant  ?  For  there  was  an  old  cove- 
nant, and  a  church  according  to  that,  under  the  law :  and  there  is  a  new 
covenant,  and  a  church  according  to  that,  under  the  gofpeL 

jfinfw.  For  the  clearing  of  this  to  the  hearts  and  confciences  of  people, 
let  us  enquire  and  confider  what  the  new  covenant  is,  and  then  it  will  more 
eafily  appear  which  is  the  church  according  to  the  new  covenant. 

The  new  covenant,  according  to  plain  fcripture,  and  according  to  maniftft 
experience  in  this  bleffed  day  of  the  (hining  of  the  gofpel-light  in  mens 
hearts,  is  a  covenant  of  God's  putting  his  law  in  the  inwanl  parts  of  people, 
and  writing  it  in  their  hearts,  and  of  his  becoming  their  God  and  making 
them  his  people,  and  of  teadiing  them  all  to  know  him  (inwardly  and  ex- 
perimentally) from  the  leaft  to  the  greateft,  and  of  being  merciful  to  their 
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tinrighteoufiieis,  and  remembering  their  fins  and  iniquities  no  more,  Jtr. 
xxxi.  33,  34.   Htb.  viii.  10,  11,  12. 

,Now  if  this  be  the  new  covenant,  the  covenant  of  the  gofpel-church, 
then  they  are  the  gofpel-church  who  are  the  people  of  God  according  to 
this  covenant,  who  have  the*  law  put  by  God  into  their  inward  parts,  and 
writ  in  their  hearts ;  and  {o  according  to  this  law  and  covenant,  have  God 
to  be  their  God,  and  are  his  people,  and  are  taught  by  him  to  know  him 
(as  it  is  written.  All  thy  chilaren  JhaU-  be  taught  of  the  Lord^  Ifaiah  Bv.  1 34 
and  John  vi.  45.)  and  whofe  unrighteoufnefs  God  hath  been  merciful  to, 
and  whofe  (ins  and  iniquities  he  Vemembereth  no  more,  being  waihed  away 
from  their  confciences  by  the  blood  of  theevcrlafting  covenant,  which  the 
blood  of  bulls  and  goats  could  never  do :  fo  that  this  is  the  New  Teftament- . 
church  (or  gofpel-church) ;  a  church  of  Jews  inward,  as  the  law-church  was 
a  church  ofjews  outward :  a  church  of  inward  worftiippers,  of  worftiippcrs 
in  Spirit  and  in  truth,  John  iv.  23,  as  the  law-church  was  a  church  of  wor-  • 
fbippers  outward :  a  church  of  inwardly  circumcifed  ones,  as  the  law-church 
was  a  church  of  outwardly  circumcifed  one:,  Rom.  ii.  29.  '  A  church  of 
fuch  as  are  inwardly  holy,  as  the  law-church  was  to  be  a  church  of 'fuch  as 
were  outwardly  holy :  a  church  of  fuch  as  offer  inward  incenfe  and  facri- 
fices,  as  the  law-church  was  a  chOrch  of  fuch  as  offered  outward  incenle 
and  facrifices :  a  church  of  inwardly-redeemed  ones,  from  the  inWard  Egypti 
from  the  inward  darknefs  and  power  of  Satan,  as  the  law-church  was  a 
church  of  fuch  as  were  redeemed  from  the  outward  Egypt,  and  the  power 
of  Pharaoh  outward :  a  church  that  hath  the  inward  ark  (Rev.  xi.  19.)  the 
inward  prefence,  the  inward  manna,  ^c.  as  the  outward  church  of  the  Jews 
had  the  outward. 

Queft.  2.  Which  is  the  true  go/pel  mimjlry^  and  who  are  the  true  goffel 
minifters  ? 

Anfw.  Thofe  whom  Chrift  (ends  forth,  in  the  Spirit  and  power  of  his  Pa* 
ther,  to  gather  and  build  up  this  church.  Chrift  had  all  power  in  heaven 
and  earth  given  him,  even  to  this  very  end,  to  gather,  defend,  and  buiki 
•  up  his  church :  and  he  bid  his  apoftles  wait  for  the  fame  power  •,  and  fends 
forth  his  minifters  in  the  fame  power,  that  they  may  be  able  minifters  of  the 
gofpel,  which  is  not  words  but  power,  even  the  power  of  God  unto  falva-* 
tion,  Rom.  i.  1 6.  The  new  covenant  ftands  not  in  the  letter,  but  in  Spirit 
and  power ;  and  they  that  are  the  minifters  of  it,  muft  receive  life.  Spirit,, 
and  power  from  Chrift  (the  head)  and  minifter  in  that  Spirit,  life,  and 
power  to  the  members,  or  they  cannot  nourifh  and  build  them  up  -,  yea, 
they  muft  OTeach  and  minifter  to  the  world  in  it,  or  they  are  not  able  to  ga- 
ther out  of  the  world  into  it.  Chrift,  the  Lord  of  his  church,  the  founda- 
tion of  life  in  his  church,  the  everlafting  rock,  is  a  living  ftone;  and  his 
church  is  built  of  lively  ftones :  and  how  can  any  minifter  life  unto  them, 
or  build  them  up  in  the  life.  Spirit,  and  power,  but  who  are  in  the  life,. 
Spirit  and  power,  and  who  receive  life.  Spirit,  and  power  from  the  head,  ta 
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further,  quicken,,  and  build  up  the  living  members  with  ?  The  milk  ^hich 
nouriftieth  the  living  babe,  is  living,  which  muft. come  pure  from  the  breaft 
of  life,  and  not  be  mixed  with  man's  wifdom  or  brain  inventions,  or  it  can- 
not yield  pure  nourilhment.  What  then  muft  the  bread,  and  wine,  and 
water  of  the  kingdom  be,  whereon  the  children  and  l^irs  of  the  kingdom 
muft  feed,  or  they  cannot  be  fatisfied  ?  And  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  are 
ilewards  of  this  heaveoly  life,  this  heavenly  Spirit,  this  heavenly  power, 
this  heavenly  treafure  which  they  have  in  the  earthen  veflels,  and  which 
God  enables  them  to  bring  foKh,  for  the  feeding  of  his  lambs  and  iheep. 
Chrift  faid  unto  Peter,  Loveft  tbmi^  me  more  than  tbefe  ?  Peter  anfwered  him, 
Teay  Lordy  thou  knoweft  that  I  love  ihee.  If  it  be  fo,  feed  mj  latnhs^  feed  my 
Jheepy  faid  Chrift  to  him.  But  how  ftiould  he  feed  them  ?  In  what  (hould 
he  feed  them  ?  With  what  ftiould  he  feed  them  ?  All  power,  faith  Chrift, 
is  given  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth;  and  I  am  to  afcend  to  my  Father,. and 
to  receive  the  fullnefs  of  his  Spirit ;  and  do  ye  wait,  and  ye  fliall  receive 
abundantly  of  the  fame  Spirit  and  power^  and  then  in  that  Spirit  and  power 
ye  ftiall  be  able  te  fejcd  my  lambs  and  l}ieep,  that  are  begotten  and  ga- 
thered to  me,  in  it ;  but  out  of  it  none  is  able  to  feed  and  build  them  up ; 
for  that  is  the  very  thing  they  are  ta  be  fed  with  and  built  up  in.  Indeed  a 
man^  may  be  a  minifter  of  the  letter,  a  minifter  of  the  law,  without  the 
Spirit  and  power ;  but  of  the  gofpel  he  cannot  poftibly  -,  for  that  confifts  not 
in  letter^  but  in  Spirit,  2  C^.  iii.  and  the  taith  that  is  to  be  begotten 
there,  is  not  to  ftand  in  the  wiidom  of  man,  but  in  the  power  of  God. 
The  gofpel'ftate,  the  goipel-church,  the  gofpel-building,  begins  in  the 
power,  and  is  carried  on  in  the  power,  and  finiftied  or  perfeded  in  the 
power ;  and  the  whole  miniftry  of  the  gofpel  is  to  partake  of  this  power^ 
and  minifter  in  it,  or  they  can  do  nothing  in  this  work. '  Chrift  Jefus  our 
Lord  begun  it  in  this  power,  and  none  can  carry  it  on  without  this  power : 
the  Lord  God  of  Glory  laid  the  foundation ;  Behold^  1 1^  in  Sion  for  a  joun- 
dati<m^  &c.  IfM.  xxviii.  16.  i  P^/.  ii.  4,  5,  6.  And  the  quickening  Spirit 
alone  is  able  to  make  living  ftones  and  fpiritual  ftones  -,  and  the  Lord  alone 
is  able  to  build  them  up  by  the  operation  of  this  Spirit  and  power  \  and  they 
that  are  the  true  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  minifter  in  this,  and  are  to  wait  for 
it  daily  from  God  that  they  may  minifter  in  it, 

Queft.  3.  What  is  the  maintenance  of  the  minijieri  of  Cirijiy  or  what  is  to  be 
the  maintenance  of  the  true  minifters  under  the  gofpel  f 

Anfw.  Chrift,  who  hath  fent  them  f9rth  to  minifter  in  his  name,  hath 
provided  for  them;  and  they  that  are  his  true  minifters^  are  fatisfied  with 
what  he  hadi  provided  for  them.  Matt.  x.  10.  being  careful  not  to  make 
the  go^l,  which  i&.  to  be  an  inward  blefling,  outwardly  chargeable  to  any. 
The  mind  of  the  true  minifters  is  about  the  fervice  of  Chrift  -,  how  they 
may  be  faithful  to  him,  gather  fouls  to  him,  feed  them  with  the  bread  of 
Ijfe  from  him ;  not  what  they  ftiall  have  from  men  for  fo  dmng,  for  fuch 
covet  no  man*a  gokl  or  filver,  ^c. 
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Some  Questions  ariiwered  concerning  the  Lamb's  War. 

Queft.  I,  \\T HO  is  the  Lamb? 

y  y  Anfw.  He  that  takes  away  the  fins  o£  the  world.  The 
word  which  was  in  the  beginning.  Behold  the  lamb  of  God^  faid  John,  John 
i.  I.  and  ver.  29.  He  that  was  born  of  the  virgin  Mary  after  the  flelh; 
and  was  alfo  the.  man-child,  born  of  the  travailing-church  after  the  Spirit, 
Rev.  xii.  5. 

Queft.  2 .  IVho  makes  war  with  the  Lamb  f 

Anfw.  All  that  are  in  wickednefs,  in  darknefs,  in  fin  and  corruption,  and 
under  the  power  thereof,  who  ftrive  to  defend  and  maintain  this  kingdom 
agaioft  the  appearance  of  hb  light.  Spirit,  and  power  in  them. 

Queft.  3.  What  firength  have  they  on  their  fide  that  make  war  agaimfi 
the  Lamb  ? 

Anfw.  The  ftrengthof  the  great  red  dragon,  who  hath  feven  heads  and 
ten  horns ;  and  in  every  one  of  his  heads  is  wifdom,  and  in  every  one  of 
his  horns  there  is  power..  So  that  dreadful  is  the  battle  that  is  fought  be* 
tween  them,  either  inwardly  in  the  heart,  or  outwardly  in  the  world,  when 
Chrift  appears  in  his  light,.  Spirit  and  power,  to  aflault  and  break  down  the 
kingdom  of  darknefs,  and  to  fet  up  his  own  kingdom,  which  muft  be  fet  up, 
even-in  the  worlds  Dan.  vii.  14.  27.   Rto.  xi.  15. 

Queft.  4.  Did  the  great  red  dragon  and  his  army  ever  (in  any  refpeS)  prevail 
in  this  battle  ? 

Anfw.  Yes ;  for  even  while  the  Lamb,  and  his  pure  life  and  holy  tefti- 
mony  have  prevailed,  fo  that  the  dragon  and  his  army  could  get  no  ground 
over  them  inwardly,  but  falvation  (the  wall  and  bulwark  of  God's  heritage) 
and  ftrength,  and  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  his  Chrift,  did 
prevail  inwardly  \  yet  ^e  dragon,  even  then,..hath  prevailed  over  their  goods, 
liberties,  and  l|ves  outwardly  *,  and  he  drove  the  woman,  the  true  church, 
out  rf  her  place,  as  I  may  fay,  that  Ibe  was  forced  to  fly  into  the  wilder- 
nefs,.  he  fo  forely  aflaulted  her :  yea,  after  that  alfo  he  made  war  with  the 
remnant  of  her  feed,  and  caft  ionrie  of  them,  into  prifon,  and  drank  the 
blood  of  thofe  that  would  not  drink,  his  faUe  church's  cup,  but  keep  the  com- 
mandments pf  God,  and  have  the-  teilimoay  of  Jefus,  Riv.  xii.  and  ihap. 
ii.  10*  Yea,  the  beaft  ^  which  he  gfkve  his  power  (which  bad  feven  headfi 
and  ten  horns  like  him,  chap.xxxx.  i.)  made  war  with  the  faints,  and  over- 
came them  outwardly,  though  he  could  not  overcome  them  inwardly ;  for 
he  could  not  make  them  to  worftiip  him,  ver*  7,  8.  Nay,  nor  the  fecond 
beaft  neither,  though  he  had  horns  like  a  lamb,  andfpake  like  a  dragoq, 
and  exerciied  all  tfa^  power  of  tb:.  firft  heaft>.  and  did  g^cat  woaders^.  and 

had 
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had  power  to  give  life  unto  the  image  of  the  former  bcaft,  and  would  kill 
all  that  would  not  worfhip  the  image  of  it ;  and  wouH  foffcr  none  to  buy 
or  fell  but  fuch  as  had  the  mark  or  name  of  the  beaft :  yet  neither  could 
this  beaft  overcome  the  followers  of  the  Lamb,  as  to  their  inward  life  and 
teftim^ny,  though  it  had  power  to  kill  and  fuppfcft  them  outwardly,  ver. 
II.  to  the  end,  and  chap.  xiv.  9.  to  ver.  13.  which  plainly  (hews  the  faints 
had  patience,  and  kept  the  commandments  of  God,  and  the  faith  <rf  Jefus, 
and  would  Mt  worship  the  beaft  and  his  image^  nor  receive  his  mark,  either 
in  forehead  or  haind. 

Queft.  5.  IFhat  was  the  cry  up  and  down  nations^  when  the  dragon  and  the 
heaft'  thus  prevailed^  and  when  the  falfe  church  carried  her  cup  of  fomicatims 
up  and  down  through  kingdoms  and  nations^  and  made  the  kings  and  inhabitants 
of  the  earth  drink  thereof  y  and  who  would  not  drink  thereof^  Jhe  would  not  let 
them  htj^  nor  felly  but  imprnjerifh^  imprifon  them^  and  drink  their  blood  f  Rev. 
xvii.  2.  and  6. 

Anfw.  The  cry  c>^ery -where  was,  Who  is  like  unto  the  beaft  ?  fVbo  is  a^k 
to  f^ake  war  with  the  beafi  f  Indeed  there  appeared  no  power  any-where  able 
to  withftand  or  refift  this  power,  which  the  dragon  had,  who  gave  it  both 
t<}  the  b^aft  which  arofe  out  of  the  fea,  and  to  the  beaft  which  aroie  out  of 
the  earth  \  both  which  joined  together  to  perfecutc  all  that  would  not  drink 
of  the  faUe  chm^ch's  cup^  which  was  golden  without,  but  full  of  abomina- 
tion and  Blthinrfs  of  fomicatbn,  fornicating  from  the  ho3y  life.  Spirit,  and 
power  of  the  Lamb  inwardly,  who  is  the  head  of  the  true  church  and  true 
worftiippers.  Rev.  xtii-  4.  and  chap.  xvii.  4,  5. 

Queft.  6.  fVbat  is  the  time  of  the  dragoris^  the  beaffs^'  and  falfe  cburcVs  thus 
prevailing  agait^  the  true  churchy  in  reference  to  the  outward^  though  th&f  can- 
not prevail  againfi  its  inward  life  and  tejiimony  ;  but  that  (through  patience  and 
ff(ff^ii^s)  prevails  over  and  reigns  inwardly  ^  in  themidfl  of  alt  their  cruelty  and 
^ppr^ffing  of  the  outward  man  f 

Anfw,  It  is  the  time  of  Antichrift's  reign,  and  fitting  in  the  temple  as 
if  he  were  God,  ^nd  exalting  himfelf  over  all  that  is  called  God",  and 
iwhich  ought  to  be  worlhipped.  It  is  the  time  of  ««he  true  church's  being 
in  the  wikiemefs,  and  of  the  man-child's  (which  the  true  church  brought 
ibrth)  being  caught  up  to  God  %  which  things  were  ta  laft,  according  to  the 
fcripture  accou^t^  one  thoufand  two  htmdred  and  fixty  days,  or  a  time, 
times,  and  half -a  time,  2  Thejf.  ii.  3,  4.   Rev,  xii.  6^  ^4. 

Queft.  7.  What  will  the  Lamb  do  when  this  time  is  outT 

AnfifK  He  will  come  and  make  war  again ;  he  will  Come  with  his  hea- 
venly armies,  amied  w[ith  fpirttual  armour,  and  fight  an  heavenly  batde; 
yea,  be  wifl  judge  and  make  war  in  righteoufnefs,  againft  the  unrighteoof- 
nefs  of  the  drajgon,  and  the  beaft,  and  the  Mtt  prophet  \  and  his  heavenly 
armies  fliall  foUow  him  their  captain  and  leader,  On  while  horfes,  <:k>athed 
in  fee  linen,  whkeiaiid  clean,  who  (hall  fight  in  his  Spirit  and  pow^,  againft 
«U  that  he  fighwch,  agtunft  %  and  out  d  his  mouth  j^th  a  fharp  fword,  that 

with 
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mi/:h  it  he  ifaould  fmite  the  nations ;  and  he  (hall  role  them  with  a  rod  of 
iron,  9ind  make  the  fpirits  of  aU  his  oppofers  bow  under  him,  and  fly  t9 
43ielter  thennfelves  from  that  wrath  which  they  canpoc  e£cape.  Oh !  who 
would  not  kifs  the  Son^  that  be  might  not  provoke  the  J^zmb  to  wrath  s^ainfl: 
him,  whofe  wrath  is  dreadful!  Rev.  xix.  ii.  to  the  end.   Pfal.  ii.  ii. 

Qweft.  8.  IVhaiJball  the  cry  ie,  when  God's  SpirU  wd  ppv^er  prevail^tb  over 
the  iragori 5  fpirit  and  power ^  when  the  Lamb  gets  the  viSory^  when  be  fmites  the 
earth  with  the  rod  of  his  mouthy  and  with  the  breath  of  his  lip  fo^l  flay  the 
wicked  \  zvhen  he  brings  down  the  dragon^  be  aft  ^  and  falfe  prophet^  and  the  falfe 
churchy  mother  of  harlots  (which  hath  drunk  the  blood  of  faints)  with  his  vials j 
plagues,  woes  J  thunders  y  &c.  ?  when  Babylon  the  great  city  falls  ^  which  made  all 
nations  drunk  with  her  fpiritual  wine  of  fornication  ? 

Anfw.  Then  the  power  which  doth  this  fhall  be  magnified.  Then  it  (hall 
-be  faid  no  more,  who  can  make  war  with  the  bead  ?  but  who  can  with- 
ftand  this  power  ?  Who  can  make  war  with  the  innocent,  righteous  Lamb 
(who  hath  his  fword  in  his  mouth)  and  with  his  tender-hearted,  faithfiil 
followers,  and  profper  ?  Who  fhall  not  fear  thee^  O  Lord^  and  glorify  thy  namef  . 
For  all  nations  fhall  come  and  worfhip  before  thee ;  for  thy  judgments  are  made 
manifefi.  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  worksy  Lord  God  Almighty ;  jufi  and 
true  are  thy  ways^  thou  King  of  faint s^  Rev.  xv.  3,  4.  Tea^  a  great  voice  of 
much  people  in  heaven  fhall  fay^  Hallebyahy  falvation^  and  glory ^  and  honour^ 
and  power  unto  the  Lord  our  God :  for  true  and  righteous  are  his  judg- 
ments i  for  he  bath  judged  the  great  whorCj  which  did  corrupt  the  earth  with 
her  fornication^  and  bath  avenged  the  blood  of  bis  faints  at  her  handj  chap,  xix* 
ver.  I,  2. 

Now  doth  it  not  concern  all  people  to  confider  which  is  Sion,  God's  holy, 
mountain,  and  which  is  the  Jerufalem  of  his  building ;  and  the  holy  city  of 
God,  the  holy  church  of  God,  the  mother  of  all  the  truly  living  children  ? 
for  the  Jerufalem  which  is  above,  and  which  is  free,  is  the  mother  of  them 
all.  Gal.  iv.  26.  And  alio  which  is  Babylon,  the  city  built  by  man,  and  the 
fpirit  of  Antichrift,  in  a  kind  of  likenefs,  but  ndt  in  the  real  nature  of  the 
.true  church ;  that  they  may  wait  for  and  follow  God*s  call  to  come  out  of  her, 
and  may  not  partake  of  her  fins,  of  her  Ibrceries  (Rev.  xviii.  22.)  of  her 
fornication  from  the  pure  life.  Spirit  and  power,  and  fetting  up  worfliips, 
and  compelling  people  to  worfhip  in  her  forms  (which  are  out  of  the  lue, 
and  out  of  the  power)  that  they  partake  not  of  ber  plagues,  which  will  in- 
deed be  very  dreadful,  fuch  as  (hall  aSright  any  from  coming  near  her,  or 
meddling  with  her  (piritual  forceries  and  fornications  any  more.  Rev.  xviii. 
4.  and  yer.  9,  10.  Oh !  therefore  let  every  one  confideV  what  the  beaft  is,, 
what  his  image,  what  the  mark  in-  the  forehead,  what  in  the  right  hand  -, 
and  take  heed  he  be  not  found  wor(hipping  the  beaft  and  his  image,  or  re- 
ceiving his  mark,  either  in  his  forehead  or  right  hand,  le(t  God  make  him 
to  drink  of  the  wine  of  his  wrath,  which  is  poured  out  without  mixture  into 
the  cup  of  his  indignation,  and  he  be  tormented  with  fire  and  brimftone  in 
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the  prelence  of  the  holy  angels,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  Laml^  and  have 
no  reft  day  nor  night,  Bjsv.  ziv.  9,  10,  i<.  I  had  rather  ron  great  hazards^ 
outwardly,  and  fuffer  much  affli&ion  and  perfecution  from  men,  to  keep 
my  foul' true  to  God,  in  the  fpiritual  worfhip  and  teftimony  which  he  hath 
given  me,  againft  all  falfe  ways  and  invented  worlhips,  than^expoie  mylbul^ 
to  the  hazard  of  drinking  of  this  dreadftsl  cup  of  God's  indignation )  which 
the  Lord  God  of  tender  mercies  teach  men,  and  give  them  true  wiidom,  ta 
avoid  and  efcape.   Amen. 


The     CONCLUSION. 

BEHOL^D  my  fsrvant  Jball  deal  prudently^  he  JhaU  be  exalted  and  ex- 
tolledy  and  be  very  high.  As  many  were  ajlonijhed  at  thee  (bis  vifage  was 
fo  marred  more  thun  any  man^  and  his  form  more  than  thefons  of  men) ;  fo  fbaU 
hefprinkle  many  nations ;  the  kings  fhall  Jhut  their  mouths  at  him :  for  that  which 
had  not  been  told  them^  fhall  they  fee  \  and  that  which  they  had  not  beardy  fhaU 
they  confider^  Ifai.  lii.  13,  14,  15. 

T^hou  art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men :  grace  is  poured  into  thy  lips  \  there- 
fore God  hath  blejfed  thee  for  ever.  Gird  thy  fword  upon  thy  ibigh^  O  Moft 
Mighty^  with  thy  glory  and  thy  majefiy.  And  in  thy  majefty  ride  profperoufy^ 
becaufe  of  truths  and  meeknefs^  and  righteoufnefs  -,  and  thy  right  band  fiall  teach 
thee  terrible  things,  Thine  arrows  are  fharp  in  the  hearts  of  the  kin^s  enemes, 
whereby  the  people  fhall  fall  under  thee.  Thy  throne^  O  God^  is  for  ever  and 
ever :  the  fcepter  of  thy  kingdom  is  a  right  fcepter.  Thou  lovefi  righteoufnefs 
and  hat  eft  wickednefs^  therefore  God,  thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of 
gladnefs  above  thy  fellows^  Pfal.  xlv.  ver.  2.  to  8. 

Strengthen  ye  the  weak  hands,  and  confirm  the  feeble  knees.  Say  to  them  that 
are  of  a  fearful  heart.  Be  ftrong,  fear  not :  behold,  your  God  will  come  with 
vengeance,  even  God  with  a  recompence,  he  will  come  and  fave  yon.  Then  the 
eyes  of  the  blind  fhall  be  'opened,  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf  fhall  be  unftopped.  Then 
fhall  the  lame  man  leap  as,  an  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  fing ;  for  in  the 
wildemefs  fhall  waters  break  out,  and  ftr earns  in  the  defert.  And  the  parched 
ground  fhall  become  a  pool,  and  the  thirfty  land  fprings  of  water ;  in  the  habita- 
tion of  dragons,  where  each  lay,  fhall  be  grafs  with  reeds  and  rufhes.  And  an 
Ugbway  fhall  be  there,  and  a  way,  and  it  fhall  be  called  the  wcy  of  holinefs ;  the 
unclean  fball.mt  pafs  over  it,  but  itft>all  be  for  thofe :  the  wayfaring  men,  tboiqh 
fools,  fhall  not  err  'therein.  No  lion  fhall  be  there,  nor  any  ravenous  heaft  ftxdl 
go  up  thereon,  it  fhall  not  be  found  there  -,  but  the  redeemed  fhall  walk  there. 
And  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  fhall  return  and  come  to  Sion  with  fongs,  and  ever- 
lafting  joy  upon  their  heads :  they  JhaU  obtain  joy  and  gladnefs,  and  forrow  and 
ftghing  fhall  flee  away^  Ifai.  xxxv.  ver.  3.  to  the  end. 

BleiTcd 
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Bleflied  be  the  Lord  God  d£  life  for  ever !  thefe  fcrlptures,  and  many 
more,  are  fweedy  and  precioufly  fulfilled  in  the  hearts  of  a  remnant,  in  this 
our  day.  They  were  once  (in  a  degree)  fulfilled  in  the  day  of  the  appear- 
ance of  the  word  of  life,  in  the  prepared  body  of  flefh.  They  were  again 
more  generally  fulfilled,  in  the  day  of  the  pouring  out  of  his  Spirit,  and 

gathering  a  people  to  him,  both  from  among  the  Jews  and  Gentiles,  whom 
e  did  fprinkle  with  his  hbly  life,  Spirit,  and  power.  Apd  they  are  again 
fulfilled  in  the  hearts  of  many,  after  the  long  night  of  darknefs,  and  great 
and  large  apoftafy  from  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  apoftles.  Blefied, 
Oh !  blefied  be  the  Lord,  tlie  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  hath  again  (bone  forth, 
and  appeared  inwardly  in  a  glorious,  living,  .powerful  manner,  to  them  that 
have  feared  his  name ;  and  he  hath  been  a  God  of  vengeance  to  the  man 
of  fin ;  yea,  to  all  that  was  dark,  fleflily,  and  corrupt  in  them  *,  and  a  God 
of  mercy  and  tender  bowels  to  thofe  which  panted  after,  and  waited  for 
his  falvation.  And  the  healing  virtue  from  under  the  wings  c^  the  Sa- 
viour, and  the  holy  anointing,  hath  dropped  upon  the  eyes  of  the  blind, 
the  pure  eye-falve,  and  they  have  been  opened ;  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf, 
by  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  have  been  unftopped ;  and  the  inwardly 
and  fpiritually  lame  have  leaped  as  an  hart  $  and  the  tongue,  which  could 
not  name  God  in  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  but  hath  been  dumb  before  him, 
and  before  men  alio,  could  not  but  fing,  becaufe  of  the  breaiking  forth  of 
the  waters  and  flreams  (^  life,  upon  the  thirfty  land  and  parched  ground, 
making  them  a  pool  and  fprings  of  water ;  which  land,  which  thus  is 
changed  from  its  wildernefs  and  parched  ftate,  into  an  holy,  frefh,  and 
living  ftate,  the  dragons  do  not  lodge  in ;  nor  is  it  any  more  an  habitation 
or  cage  for  unclean  and  noiibme  birds  (as  great  profefllng  Babylon,  the 
mother  of  harlots,  with  all  her  fleflily-profefling  daughters,  is)  but  life  dwells 
there :  the  Holy  One  is  in  the  midft  of  this  land,  and  it  brings  forth  the 
fruits  of  life  and  righteoufnefs,  to  the  Righteous  and  Holy  One.  And  here 
the  King  of  Glory's  highway,  even  the  way  of  holinefs,  is  known,  which 
none  but  thofe  whom  he  makes  holy  can  walk  in.  Let  men  profcfs  what 
they"  will,  yet  being  unclean  in  heart  and  converfation,  they  cannot  pafs 
over  to  come  into  this  way  5  but  the  holy,  they  which  are  made  holy  by 
God,  and  keep  to,  live  in,  and  follow  that  which  is  holy,  though  wayfaring 
men,  and  though  otherwife  fools,  yet  they  (hall  not  err  here,  but  be  pre- 
ferved  by  the  holy  power,  in  the  holy  way,  which  is  prepared  and  caft  up 
for  thefe :  and  as  for  that  which  would  tear  and  deftroy,  it  (hall  not  be 
found  on  all  that  holy  mountain  where  thefe  live  and  feed.  Yea,  here  is 
the  houfe  of  God  and  throne  of  God,  and  God  the  judge  of  all,  and  Jefus 
the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  where  the 
ranfomed  of  the  Lord  enjoy  the  prefence  oiF  the  bridegroom,  whom  God 
hath  fet  king,  and  who  reigns  on  his  holy  hill  of  inward  and  fpiritual  Sion, 
and  caufeth  them  to  fing,  who  feel  him  reign  (even  the  cverlafting  feed  of 
Vol.  IL  Q.S  ^^^ 
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life  to  reign  inwardly  in  the  heart).  Oh  1  everlafting  joy  is  upon  their 
heads !  they  have  obtained  joy  and  gladnefs  \  and  forrow  and  fighing  6ee 
away,  whlen  the  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory  is  felt  fpringing  in  the 
heart,  from  the  fenfe  of  the  prefence  and  enjoyment  of  the  bridegroom.  For 
of  a  truth,  the  Lord  hath  comforted  Sion  •,  yea,  he  hath  comforted  many  of 
her  wade  places  (he  was  angry  with  her  daughters,  before  their  filth  was 
purged  away  by  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning ;  fince  that  time  his 
anger  hath  been  turned  away,  and  he  hath  comforted  them,  Ifai.  xii.  i,&c.); 
iand  he  hath  made  her  wildernefs  in  many  hearts  like  Eden,  and  her  defert 
like  the  garden  of  the  Lord  (even  like  the  garden  that  he  waters) :  and 
how  can  joy  and  gladnefs  but  be  found  here,  with  thankfgiving  and  the 
voice  of  melody  ?/Ifai.  Iviii.  11.  and  cbap.  li.  3.  Thus  it  is  with  fuch  of 
the  gathered  pec^e  and  nation  of  the  Lord,  that  hearken  and  give  ear  to 
him,  and  have  known  the  way  of  life  to  proceed  out  of  his  mouthy  and  his 
judgment  to  reft  for  a  light,  ver.  4* 


S  O  ME 
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CONCERNING 


Some  Things  very  (weet  and  neceflary  to  be 

experienced  in  the  Truly-Chaistian  State, 


Wiiereimu,U  added* 


A     POSTSCRIPT, 


CONTAINING  ' 


Some  Q^U  E  R  I  E  S    on    I  S  A  I  A  H   L.    ip,  ii. 

A  Scripture  of  Deep  Counfel  and  Concern  to  the  darkened 
and  diftreifed  States  of  Tome  among  thofe  that  fear  and  obey 
the  LORD. 

Written  by  one  who  hath  been  forelf  darkened  and  diftrefled  for  a  long 
Seaibn,  but  at  length  mercifully  enlightened  and  comforted  by  the 
Hand  which  af&ided  and  diftrefied  him ; 

ISAAC     PENINGTON. 


Come^  and  let  us  return  unto  the  Lord^  for  be  bath  tom^  and  be  mil  beal  us ; 
be  batbfimtten^  and  be  will  Hnd  us  up^  Hos.  vi.  i. 

And  in  tbat  day  tbou  Jbalt  f^^  O  Lord^  I  will  praife  tbee ;  tbougb  tbou  wafi 
angry  witb  me^  tbine  anger  is  turned  away^  and  tbou  comfortefi  nUy  Isai.  xii.  i . 


[  «^<^  ] 


A     BRIEF 


P    R     E     FA     C    E 


INDEED  the  Lord  hath  reached  unto  me  by  his  tiving  power,  and 
thereby  hath  begotten  fcHnewhat  which  he  doth  own,  and  which  he  hath 
taught  to  know  and  own  him  in  his  living  appearances  in  my  heart  -,  and 
by  its  pure  life  and  bper^ons  in  me,  I  know  it  to  be  t|ie  true  powec  And 
truly  I  would  fain  have  this  life  and  power  more  and  niore  reach  to,  prevail, 
and  fpread  in  my  own  heart,  and  in  the  hearts  of  other  men :  I  am  not  for 
any  notional  religion  out  of  the  power,  in  any  way  or  form  whatfoever  (no, 
indeed,  I  am  not  fb  much  asdfbr  the  very  true  form  of  godlineis  out  of  the 
power) ;  but  where  there  is  any  touch,  any  fenfe,  any  operation,  any  favour 
of  the  true  life  and  power  any-where,  my  foul  loveth  and  enxbraceth  it, 
UeBing  the  Lord  for  it.  And  oh !  thit  this  might  be-  vifited  by  the  Lord, 
wherever  it  is,  and  Hept  alive  to  the  day  of  loedemption,  and  led  by  the  Lord 
into  the  pure  and  living  way,  and  holy  everlafldng  covenant  of  life,  wherein 
he  redeems  j  for  which  end  tl>efe  queries  have  broke  forth  from  me :  and 
indeed,  no  lefs  than  a  neceffity  (or  a  neceffitous  force  of  love  and  life  pur- 
fuing  me)  hath  conftrained  me  to  publifh  them,  iiAo  with  reverence  of  fpirit 
commit  them  into  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  who  can  open  the  hearts  of  whom 
he  pkSafeth^  and  give  the  living  fenfe  of  what  *comes  from  him.  I  am  fa- 
tisfied  that  God's  powerful  work  of  redeeming  will  gp  on.  Oh !  bleifed  be 
his  name,  who  hath  a  mighty  arm,  and  hath  done  mighty  things  with  it  in- 
wardly in  mens  hearts !  and  we  are  in  the  true  faith  afTured  that  he  will  yet  do 
more  mighty  things,  as  he  feeth  good,  to  the  gladding  of  the  hearts  of  thde 
whofe  hope  is  ia  hin),  and  who  luve  no  help  befi(fes  mm. 


SOME 
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SOME     SENSIBLE, 


Weighty       Q^UERIES^ 

CONCERNING 

Some  Things  verylweet  and  ncceBkryto  Be  experienced 

in  the  Truly-Christian  State. 

^ery  i.  1[ IT  THAT  is  the  water  wherewith  the  foul  or  inner  man  is 
%/%/  to  be  wafhed,  that  it  may  be  deanfed  from  its  inward 
▼  T  filthinefsy  as  outwju-d  things  are  by  wafhing  with  outward 
water  ?  Ezek.  xxxvu  25.   Pfal.  li.  2.  &c. 

^ety  2.  What  is  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  towards  God^  when  the 
£>ul  is  inwardly  baptifed  and  made  clean  ?  PeL  iii.  2 1. 

^ery  3.  Chrift  iaith,  Blejfed  are  the  pure  in  heart i  Do,.or  can,  any  witnefs 
purity  of  heart  before  dlis  wafliing  ? 

^ery  4.  How  may  the  heart  pe  Ipiinkled  from  an  evil  confcience,  and 
the  body  walhcd  with  pure  water  \  fo  that  there  may  be  a  drawing  near 
to  Grod  with  a  true  heart,  and  in  full  affiirance  o£  faith  ?  Heh.  x.  22.  Pfal. 
xxvi.  6.  J 

Siuery  5.  How  might  the  Jews  wafh.  and  make  themfelves  clean  ?  IfaL  i. 
1 6.  Could  it  be  any  otherwife  done  by  them,  than  by  taking  heed  to  the 
word  of  the  new  covenant,  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart,  to  which  Mofes 
had  diredcd  them  ?  Beut.  xxx.  14.  Pfal.  cxix.  o.. 

Siuery  6.  What  is  the  fire  which  takes  hold  of,  and  burns  up  the  lulls  and 
corruptions  of  the  heart  ?  Is  it  not  the  Word  of  Life  within,  which  flames 
againft  evil,  and  hanmiers  down  evil  ?  Doth  not  the  Holy  One  in  the  midft 
of  the  fpiritual  I&ael  do  this  ?  When  Chrift,  who  knocks  at  the  door  of  the 
heart,  is  let  in,  and  his  voice  hearkened  to,  doth  he  not  become  a  Spirit  of 
judgment  and  burning,  judging  and  burning  up  what  is  evil  there  ?  Is  it  not 
bleffed  to  know,  this  fpiritual  iippearance,  and  this  work  of  Chrift  in  the  heart  ? 
Ifai.  iv.  4.  and  x.  17. 

^uefy  7.  What  are  the  enemies  of  a  man's  houfe  ?  Who  muft  overcome 
them  ?  How  may  they  be  overcome  ?  Is  a  man  fafe,  or  delivered  from  them 
till  they  be  overcome  ?  Mdu.  xv.  ig*  z  Car.  x.  4,  5. 
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Siuery  8.  What  is  the  houfe  of  the  ftrong  main  where  he  dwells  tiD  he 
he  diipQflfifled.  ^ .  Who  £aa  dUpoflefs  hiw?  Hoar  ..doth  he  diipoflfiis  him? 
How  doth  he  fpoil  hi$  goods,  and  then  garnilh  the  houfe  anew  ?  Oh ! 
what  a  new  gfeaf^ion  and  chaage  within  k  wknefled  wheaiihi&is  doMi  And 
who  would  not  wait,  and  pray,  and  believe,  suid  fuffer  the  judgings  and 
burnings  of  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning,  that  this  may  be  done 
thoroughly  and  effedually  ?  Luke  xi.  21,  22.  i/^'.  xxvi,  9.  2  Cor.  v.  17. 

^uery  9.  What  is  that  coming  to  Chri(t  which  none  can  witnefi  but  thofe 
that  hear  and  team  of  the  Father,  and  are  taught  by  Mm,,'  in  the  drawings 
of  the  hfe  and  Spirit  of  the  new  covenant,  to  come  to  the  Son  ?  Jolm  vi. 

44>  45- 

^ery  10.  Who  can  confefs  Jefus  to  be  the  Lord  by  the  Holy  Gh<^? 

Can  any  but  they  that  receive  the  help  of  his  Spirit,  and  feel  fomewhat  of 

his  lordfliip  and  holy  dominion  in  their  hearts  ?  Ifai.  xxvi.  13. 

^ery  11.  What  is  the  precious  faith*,  which  is  the  gift  of  God,  which 
none  can  obtain  but  they  that  are  born  of  God  ?  John  i.  12,  13. 

^ery  12.  Can  any  righdy  believe  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrift,  unlefs  they 
receive  this  faitii,  which  God  gives  to  his  lown  children)  that  are  born  ^ 
his  Spirit,  i  John  v.  1. 

^uery  13.  Doth  not  this  fiith  ghre  vidtory  over^the  world?  (over  Ae 
worldly  nature  and  fplrit  within,  over  the  worfdfy  nature  and  ^irit  without 
alfo)  ?  Can  any  other  faith  give  viftory  ?  i  John  v.  4. 

^ery  14.  What  is  the  lore  of  God's  children  ?  Whence  doth  it  arifc? 
How  come  they  to  love  ?  Is  it  not  of  an  heavenfy  ^iritual  nature  ?  Doth  it 
not  arifc  from  God's  begetting  them,  and  circumcifing  their  hearts,  and 
teaching  them  in  the  Spirit  of  the  new  covenant  to  love  him,  and  one  an« 
other,  yea,  and  enemies  alfo,  i  John  iv.  7.  Deut.  xxx.  6.  i  ^hejf.  iv,  9. 

^ery  15,  How  come  die  children  of  God,  who  are  begotten  of  him,  to 
obey  his  commandments  ?  Is  it  not  from  the  conftrainmgs  of  his  love, 
which  makes  titem  natural  and  eafy  (where  the  birth  and  nature  is  grown 
up)  and  not  ^ievous  and  burdenfome?  Matt,  xi.  33.  i  John  v.  3. 

^ery  1 6.  What  is  the  fear  God  puts  into  the  hearts  of  the  children  of 
the  new  covenant  ?  Is  it  a  fear  taught  by  the  precepts  of  men,  or  a  fear 
fpringing  fix>m  the  root  of  life  within  ?  Can  any  who  receive  this  fear  from 
God,  and  who  are  preierved  in  the  fenfe  of  it  (and  in  the  holy  awe  and 
reverence  which  it  produceth)  depart  from  the  holy,  tender,  living  God  and 
Father  ?  Jer,  xxxii.  40. 

^uery  17.  What  is  the  law  which  God  writes  in  the  hearts  of  the  children 
of  the  new  covenant  ?  Is  it  not  the  law  of  the  Spint  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  ? 
Is  it  not  the  law  which  the  ifles  wait  for?  Ifai.  xh.  5.  And  do  the  ifles  wait 
for  it  m  vain  ?  Oh !  blefled  be  the  Lord,  by  the  once  diftrefled  and  mifc- 
rable-ones,  in  this  age  it  hath  not  been  waited  for  in  vain ! 

^ery  18.  What  is  the  truth  that  makes  free  indeed  from  the  law  of  fin 
and  death  ?  Is  it  not  th«  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus  i  the  inward  truth,  which 

hath 
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Bath  virtue  and  power  in  it,  to  work  againft,,and  work  out  that  which  is 
contrary  to  truth,  and  fo  deliver  and  free  the  mind  from  it  ?  For  the  light, 
which  is  truth,  can  expel  darknefs  \  the  life,  which  is  truth,  can  overcome 
death ;  yea,  the  truth,  which  is  living,  holy,  and  righteous,  can  overcome 
and  fubdue  the  unholy  and  unri^teous  nature,  and  break  down  the  ftrong- 
holds,  and  bring  every  rebellious  and  captivated  thought  into  captivity  and 
fubjeftion,  John  viii.  32,  Rom.  viii.  i.  Epbef.  1^.20^21.  2  Cor.  x.  4,  5. 

^uery  19.  How  doth  God  caufe  the  children  of  the  new  covenant  to  walk 
in  his  ftatutes,  and  to  keep  his  judgments,  and  do  them  ?  Is  it  not  by 
putting  his  Spirit  into  them,  and  by  the  holy  virtue,  power,  and  operation 
thereof  in  them  ?  Doth  not  that  make  them  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of 
his  power  ?  And  doth  not  that  give  them  to  do  alfo,  and  (trengthen  them 
with  might  in  the  inner  man  ?  So  that  not  grieving  that,  or  quenching 
that,  that  is  a  Bame  of  life  in  them,  and  fills  thejr  hearts  with  joy ;  and  the 
joy  of  the  Lord  is  in  their  ftrength,  and  in  this  joy  and  ftrength  they  can  re- 
joice, and  work  righteoufnefs,  and  remember  the  Lord*  and  his  ways,  Ifai, 
Ixiv.  5.  Ezek.  xxxvi.  27, 

^ery  20.  Can  any  work  righteoufnefs,  or  do  righteoufnefs,  but  he  that 
is  truly  righteous,  inwardly  righteous,  in  whom  the  righteoufnefe  of  God, 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  is  revealed  from  faith  to  faith  ?  Muil  not  the 
tree  be  good,  before  the  fruit  can  be  good  ?  Muft  not  the  heart  be  changed, 
be  made  holy  and  righteous,  before  it  can  bring  forth  that  which  is  holy 
and  righteous  ?  Can  anv  but  the  plants  of  God,  the  plants  of  righteoufnefs, 
bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs?  IfaL  Ixi.  3.  arid  i  John  iiL  7. 

Oh!  that  people,  nations,  tongues,  and  languages,  could  underfland^ 
ingtyi  fenfibly,  and  experimentally,  as  in  God's  fight,  with  the  feal  of  his 
bleifed  Spirit,  anfwer  every  one  of  thefe  things ! 


N 


THREE    Q^UERIES    more    added.. 

^uery  i.T^OST  thou  indeed  know  the  new  covenant?  Hafl  thou  in- 
JL/  wardly  felt  the  fpiritual  powerful  gathering  by  the  mighty 
arm  and  power  of  the  Lord,  out  of  the  finfiil  nature  and  ftate,  into  it  ? 
Doft  thou  abide  with  God  therein  ?  Art  thou  daily  taught  and  fed  by  him 
there  ?  Thefe  are  very  weighty  things.  Can  any  man  be  fafe  or  happy 
without  experiencing  them  ?  Het.  viii.  8.  Cffr. 

^uety  2.  Haft  thou  experienced  the  true  hunger  and  thirft  after  the  living 
waters  ?  Haft  thou  been  called  and  led  to  them  ?  Haft  thou  eat  and  drank 
the  bread,  wine,  and  milk  which  thofe  waters  yield  ?  Haft  thou  been  abuo- 
dantly  fatisfied  with  the  fatnefs  o[  God'a  houfe,  and  hath  he  given  thee  to 
drinkof  the  river  of  his  pleafure?  H^  xl^lMdoj^td  ab  ear  in  thee  to 

hear 
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hear  as  the  learned  ?  And  haft  thou  inclined  thine  ear,  and  come  unto  hitn- 
who  gives  life,  and  received  him  who  is  life,  and  gives  life  in  that  inwafd, 
fpiritual,  living  appearance  of  his  in  the  heart,  wherein  4nd  whereby  he 
gives  life  ?  Haft  thou  knpwn  his  appearance  ipwardly,  as  of  «  li^ng  ftonc  ? 
Haft  thou  heard  and  learned  of  the  Father  how  to  come  to  him,  as  to  a 
living  ftone  ?  And  haft  thou  been  new-created  and  formed  a  living  ilone  by 
him  ?  And  art  thou  a  living  ftone,  built  upon  him  l^e  living  ftqne  inwardly 
in  fpirit,  daily  living  in  him,  and  daily  receiving  fpiritual  life  and  virtue 
from  him  ?  If  it  be  thus  with  thee,  then  furely  thou  doft  know  and  enjoy 
the  everlafting  covenant,  even  the  fure  mercies  of  David,  Ifai.  Iv.  i,  2,  3. 
P/aLxKXVu  8,  9.  I  Pet.  ii.  4,'  5. 

^efy  3.  Doft  thou  fenfibly  and  experimentally  know  how  the  Spirit  of 
the  Father  begets  the  child-like  life,  love,  and  fear  in  the  heart  •,  and  how 
the  pure  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wifdom,  and  the  living  child's 
treafure  ?  And  doft  thou  know  'what  the  w6mb  is  wherein  the  living  child 
IS  forined?  'What'the  Jerufalem  above  is,  which  is  t^  mother  of  all  that 
are  truly  living?  And  how  Chrift  is  formed  in  all  that  are  begotten,  and 
born  of,  and  live  in  the  Spirit  i  Ifai.  xxxiii.  6.  Gal  iv.  26.  Jpbn  iii.  6*  8. 
CaL  iv,  19* 

• 

The    CONCLUSION. 

OH !  how  miferable  is  he  who  is  deceived  ahdut  thefe  things !  Oh ! 
how  happy  is  he  who  hath  received  the  true  underftanding  from  God, 
which  cannot  be  deceived ;  wherein  he  hath  the  evidence  and  demonftrarion 
of  God's  Spirit  concerning  them,  and  knoweth  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus ; 
as  it  is  in  his  life,  in  his  Spirit,  in  his  power,  who  minifters  after  the  power 
of  an  endlefs  life,  unto  all  his  (heep,  who  are  returned  to  the  (hepherd  and 
bilhop  of  the  foul,  who  hear  his  voice  and  follow  him,  where-evcr  he  goes 
or  leads,  who  is  an  eternal  Shepherd,  and  eternal  Door  of  life  to  his,  and 
leads  to  precious  paftures,  and  fweet  ftill  ftreams  of  life,  and  is  giving  the 
fweet  food,  reft,  and  pure  pleafure  of  eternal  life  unto  his  abundantly  ^  even 
as  it  is  his  will,  that  after  their  many  fore  trials,  exercifes,  and  travels  (and 
faithfulnefs  to  him  therein)  they  fhould  abundantly  poflfefs  und  enjoy  it. 
Glory  to   the  Lord  for  ever,  whofe  kingdom  is  fet  up  in  the  hearts  of 
many,  and  who  already  reigns  in  the  hearts  of  many,  and  will  reign  in  the 
hearts  of  more !  Oh !  ^t  men  might  hear  the  found  Of  his  everlafting  gof- 
el,  and  learn  to  fear  him,  and  give  glory  to  him,  and  know  the  hour  of 
is  judgment  come  in  their  own  hearts,  that  by  his  judgment  againft  (in 
and  unrighteoufnefs  in  them,  they  might  come  to  know  and  worihip  him ; 
and  then  the  worihip  of  the  dragon  and  beaft  would  foon  come  to  an  end 
in  their  hearts  ;  and  they  would  worihip  the  begetter  of  holinefs,  the  be- 
•getter  of  life,  tbci  Idng  of  faintS|  who  dweUs  and  rules  in  thofe  that  are  his 

own^ 
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own,  aft  the  devil  the  deftroyer  doth  in  tbofe  that  are  his !  The  l^ord  God 
of  everlafting  jpower  break  down  the  kingdom  of  Satan  (die  kingdom  of 
unrighteoufne^  and  darknefi  in  mens  hearts)  and  exalt  die  kingdom  and 
fcepter  of  hi^  own  Son  inftead  thereof,    Amm^ 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Containiag  ibme  Queries  on  Isai.  l.   10,  ii. 

I 

Who  is  among  you  thai  fearetb  the  Lordy  and  obtfetb  the  voice  of  bis  feroant^ 
tbat  walketb  in  darknefs^  and  batb  no  ligbtf  It  is  rendered  in  another 
tranflation :  And  no  ligbt  Jhinetb  upon  bim  (which  was  JoVs  cafe  in  his 
great  afHiflion,  as  is  fignified  by  him,  cbap.  xxiz.  2,  3.)  Let  bim  frufi  in 
tbe  name  oftbe  Lordy  and  ft  ay  upon  bis  God.    Ven  10. 

Beboldy  all  ye  fbat^ndle  afire^  tbat  compafs  about  witbfparkSj  walk  in  tbe  l^ht 
of  your  ownfire^  and  in  tbe  fparksye  have  kindled^  this  yejhall  bave  of  mine 
band :  yejhall  lie  down  in  forrow.    Ver.  1 1 . 

^uery  i  -T^  O  T  H  not  the  tender  and  merciful  God  many  times,  in  the 
1  J  bowels  of  his  love  and  mercy,  bring  darknefs  and  great  dif7 
trefs  upon  mens  fpirits,  that  they  might  wait  for  his  healing  and  redemption  ? 
Yea,  doth  not  this  befall  fome  who  fear  the  Lord,  and  are  found  in  the 
holy  reverence  and  clydience  to  him  ?  And  is  it. not  good  that  it  (hould 
befall  them  ? 

^ery  2.  Should  not  men,  in  fuch  a  condition  of  darknefs  and  diftrefs, 
truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  flay  upon  him  till  he  caufe  light  to 
arife  out  of  obfcurity,  and  comfort  them  that  mourn  in  Sion ;  giving  them 
beauty  for  aflies,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  the  garmeht  of  praife  for 
the  fpirit  of  heavinefs  ? 

^ery  3.  Are  not  perfons  very  prone  and  liable,  in  time  of  darknefs  and 
diftrefs,  inftead  of  waiting  upon  God  for  his  help  and  falvation,  to  be 
kindling  a  fire,  and  compafling  themfelves  about  with  fparks  ? 

^ery  4.  Are  there  not  feme  who  cannot  be  content  without  heat  and 
warmth  in  their  religion  and  performances,  and  yet,  inftead  of  waiting  for 
God*s  kfndling  the  fire,  and  his  caufmg  the  fparks  of  life  to  arife,  kindle  a 
fire  of  themfelves,  and  compafs  themfelves  about  with  fparks  of  their  own 
kindling  ? 

^ery  5.  May  not  men,  after  they  have  kindled  a  fire  and  fparks,  walk 
in  the  light  thereof?  And  may  not  God,  in  his  juft  judgment  and  fore  dtT- 
pleafure  againft  them,  leave  them  to  themfelves,  and  give  them  up  fo 
to  do? 

^ery  6.  What  will  God  do  in  the  end,  or  what  in  the  end  (hall  befall 
them  from  God,  who  kindle  a  fire  and  fparks,  and  have  continued  walking 
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m  the  li^  thereof,  and  ha^  been  heated  and  wmtned  thereby  ?  WiH  nee 
'^God  caufe  them  at  length  to^4own  in  farrow  ?  Ohi  that  perfons  iJut  are 


ferious  in  religion,  might  not  thus  err,,  md  fo  provoke  God  to  give  them 
up  to  walk  in  the  light  of  the  fire  and  fptf  ks  of  their  own  kindling ! 

^ery  7.  When  do  men  kindle  a  fire  and  iparks  of  their  own  ?  Do  thejr. 
not  firft  fbiget  the  God  of  their  falvation,  «nd  become  unmindful  of 
the  rock  of  their  ftrcngth?  And  do  they  not  then  plant  plea&nt  plants, 
and  fct  ftrange  flips  ?  (And  where  do  they  plant  and  fet  them  ?)  But 
what  will  the  harveft  be  in  the  day  of  inheritance,  when  they  come  to  reap., 
and  inherit  what  they  have  planted  and  fown  ?  (For  what  a  man  laweth, 
that  muft  he  alfo  reap),  Witt  it  not  be  a  heap  for  the  fire  of  God's  jea- 
loufy  to  take  hold  op,  in  the  day  of  their 4:ribulatioa,  anguifh,  and  defperate 
Ibrrow  of  heart  ?  Ifai:  xvii.  10,  1 1 . 

^uery  3.  In  what  light  do  men^  build  up  a  wall  inwardly,  and  daub  it 
with  unteropered  morter,  to  fecure.  themfelves  from  the  wrath  to  come  ?  Is . 
it  not  in  the  light  of  the  fire  and  fparks  of  their  own  ^dling  ?  Wall  any 
wall  or  defence  built  up  in  the  light  of  this  fire  or  fparks  fecure  men?  Will, 
not  the  wrath  of  God,  in  the  day  thereof^  break.forth  upon  all  the  workers 
of  iniquity,  whatever  their  faith  or  hope  be  to  the  contrary?  Will  any 
wall  defend  the  foul  fiiom  the  overflowing  dorm  of  wrath,  but  the  weil  of 
God's  lalvsuion  ?  And  can  any  enter  within  that  wall,  but  the  righteous  na- 
tion that  keepeth  the  truth  ?  If  at.  xxvi.  i,  2.     The  name  of  the  L.ord  in- 
deed is  a  ftrong  tower ;  but  can  any  run  into  it,  and  get  flicker  in  it,  but 
the  righteous  i  Pr^v.  zviiL  10.  ^  t 

^ery  9.  Who  is  he,  who,  when  he  falleth,  fliall  arife  again ;  and  after  he 
hath  fat  in  d;u*knefs,  the  Lord  fliall  be  a  light  unto  him  ?  Is  it  not  he  that 
feareth  the  Lord,  and  obeyeth  the  voke  of  his  fervant,  that  in  the  time  of 
his  darkneis  and  diftreis  trulleth  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  &aya  upon 
Ills  God  ?  Yea,  is  it  not  fuch  an  one  as  is  willmg  to  bear  the  indignation  of 
the  Lord,  becaufe  he  hath  finned  againft  him,  until  be  plead  his  caufe, 
and  execute  judgment  for  him  ?  Will  not  the  Loid  bring  forth  fuch  an 
one  to  the  light,  and  fliall  not  fuch  an  one  behold  his  righteoufnefs  ?  Mic. 
viL  8,  9. 

^ery  lo.  When  fliall  perfons  light  arife  in  obfeurity, .  and  their  darkneis 
be  as  the  noon-day  ?  When  fliall  their  light  break  lorth  as  the  morning, 
and  their  health  fpring  forth  fpeedily,  and  their  righteoufnels  go  before 
them,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord '  gather  them  up  ?  And  when  fliall  the 
Lord  be  their  continual  guide, ,  and  fadsfy  their  foul  in  droughts,  and  make 
fat  their  bones,  and  n^ke  them  like  a  watered  garden,  and  like  a  ipring  of 
water,  whbfe  waters  fail  not  ?  Are  not  thefe  promifes  belonging  to  the  gof- 
pel  fl:ate  i  And  are  they  not  fulfilled  in  the  gol|>el  ftate,  as  people  come  to 
know  and  keep  the  goipel  faft,  and  the  gofpel.fabbath^  Read  Ifai.  Iviii.  6. 
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to  ibi  endj  and  wait  on  the  Lord,  to  receive  underftanding  from  him^  that' 
in  reading  thou  mayeft  underlland. 

Oh !  that  men  knew  the  gofpel  fad,  and  the  gofoel  fabbath,  with  the 
feafb  of  unkftirened  bread,  tahcFiiacleSy  tnimpcts,  iSe.  ..  A  little  of  tl^c , 
koowlecige  of  tbemyftej^  of  the  hidden  lifo  ai^. power,  is^ of  more  valuer 
and  wouki  do  their  fouls  more  .good,  than  heaps  of  literal  knowledge  where- 
with the  world  is  fo  filled.  The  knowledge  of  God  and  Chrift  in  the  myf> 
tery  is  no  le(s  than  life  eternal,  in  them  and  to  them,  who  are  taught  in 
the  new  covena^nt,  or  miniftratioa  of  the  power  of  the  endlefs  life,  fi>  to 
know  them. 
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By    I  S  A  A  C    P  E  N  I  N  G  T  O  N, 


^he  darknefs  is  paft^  and  the  true  light  nowjbinetb.  i  John  ii*  8* 

^ifi%  fii^^  1  f^  t^  ^is^f  w  come;^  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen 

rn  thee :  for  behold^  the  darknefijhall  caver  ^he  earth f  and  grofs 
knefs  the  people  I  but  the  Lordjhall  arife  upon  thee^  and  ins  glory 
Jhall  oefeen  upon  thee.  Isai.  Ix.  z. 

When  the  Lord  Jhall  build  up  Sioft,  be  Jhall  appfat  in  his  glory. 
PsAL,  di..  i6.  (indeed  he  doth  fo). 


[  309  ] 


» 


THE 


EVERLASTING    GOSPEL 


O    F 


Our  Lord   JKSUS    CHRIST, 

A  N  D    T  H  E 

Blessed  Effects  thereof,  teftified  to  from  Expei^ence. 

TH  E  bleiled.  meflage  which  the  apoftles  (who  were  fent  by  Chrift 
to  preach,  the  golpel)   heard  of  Cbrift,  and  were  to  declare  to 
others,  was,.  That  God  is  lights  and  in  bim  is  no  darknefs  at  ally 
1  John  L  5. 

The  end  of  Chrift's  fending  them  with  this  meflage  was,  that  thereby 
(preaching  it  in  the  evidence  and  demonftration  of  God's  Spirit)  they  might 
^pe9  mens  ejes^  and  turn  tbem  from  darknefs  to  lights  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  to  Godj  that  they  might  receive  forgivenefs  ofJinSy  and,  isiberitance  among 
them  that  are  fhnSlified  by  faith  that  is  in  bim^  A£ts  xxvi.  i&.. 

Now  the  eye  of  the  mind  being  opened,  and  the  mind  turned  from 
the  darkne(s  within  to  the  light  within,  and  from  Satan's  power  to  the 
power  of  God,  which  is  revealed  in  the  light,  the  foul  in  the  light  comes 
to  fee  (over  the  darknefs,  and  Satan .  who  darkened  it)  the  things  of  God 
and  his  kingdom,  as  they  are  revealed  in  the  light,  which  makes .  tlie.m 
manifeft. 

As,  Firft,  It  kes  him,  who  is  the  rock,  the  holy  foundation  of  God,  the 
holy  foundation  of  life  in  the  foul ;  the  living  done,,  by  which  all  the  other 
living  flones  are  made  alive,  and  they  are  taught  of  God  to  come  to  him 
as  to  a  living  ftone,  and  fo  are  bpilt  upon  him,  and  become  God's  building 
and  new  creation  in  him,  i  Pet^  ii.  5.  2  Cor.  v.  17.  And  here,  in  this  light, 
none  can  mifs  of  the  true  coming,  hearing  the  voice  of  the  Father,  and 
bebg  drawn  and  taught  by  him  to  came  ig^  the  S^n,  ypbn  vi.  44,  45. 

Secondly* 


:  Ji  o  The  Everldft^  Gdfpely  &c. 

Secpndly,  Here  the  true  Jew's  ftate,  the  ftate  of  the  inward  7ew, '  and 
the  ifivpLcdxifcumcifion^  aod  the  tcuc.worihip  Ccvrn  f,hfe  atorfliip  ^jhaM^ 
ther  in  Spirit  and  fruch)  is  known.    For  the. Jew  inward  is  a  child  oHight, 

b^<YATf/»ft"m  fh/>  tioKfr.  rcde^mfd  out  of  ^rkn^fti  aod^wells  aiuf^wal^'Zck 
the  light,  as  God  is  in  the  light,  i  John  i.  7.  And  the  circumcifion  is  not 
a  flefhly  aft  •,  but  the  cutting  off  of  that  which  is  flelhly  from  the  mind  by 
the  Spirit  and  power  of  Chrift.  And  ^the  gofpel  worfliip,  or  the  worfhip 
of  the  Jew  inward,  is  the  worlhipping  of  God  in  the  newiiefs  o£  the  life 
of  bis  Soru  

Thirdly,  Herevi^  ^  true'^'r^enuince  from  the  dead  nature  and  dead 
works,  which  no'  man  can  attain  to  of  himfelf ;  but  is  God*s  gift  through 
his  Son,  whom  God  hath  appointed  to  be  a  prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  ^vc 
-r  repentance  and  forgivenefs  of  fins,  A£ls  v.  31.  I  fay  here,  that  repentance 
is  knowB,  waited  ibr^  and  received.  For  not  to  men  in  the  darkne&,  and 
loving  the  darknefs,  is  the  true  repentance  given ;  but  to  thenl  that  are 
turned  to  the  light,  to  them  is  repentance  given  unto  life,  JSs  xi.  18.  com- 
pared with  cbap.  xxvi.  17,  18*  n  ' 

Fourthly,  Here  the  true  faith,  the  precious  gift  of  faith  is  received, 
whereby  men  beKeve  isi  him  who  gives  life,  and  receive  life  from  \mk.  And 
this  is  the  faith  which  gives  accefs  to  God,  and  gives  viftory  over  the  world, 
and  that  which  is  contrary  to  God :  the  faith  which  is  given  in  the  light 
doth  (6 ;  but  the  feith  which  men  have  in  the  darknefs  doth  not  fo. 

Fifthly,  Here  the  cnofs  of  Chrift  is  known,  idiich  is  an  inward,  living, 

,  fpiritual  things  effeftvally  crucifying  that  man  that  takes  it  tip,  tod  dmhr 

beai:s  it,  to  .all  that  is  earthly  and  finful  •,  and  then  the  pure  feed  *iid  life 

of  Chrift  fprings  up  in  his  earth,  over  the  world,  and  every  workO^  W^* 

Gai.  vi.  14. 

Sixthly,  Here  the  pure  tevc  iprings  in  the  heart,  both  to  him  that  be* 
gets,  and  to  him  that  is  begotten.  In  the  light  there  is  nothing  but  love  5 
but  in  the  darkncfi  there  is  no  true  •  love  to  be  feund ;  but  the  very  love 
that  is  found  there,  is  of  the  nature  of  enmity.  It  is  the  light  of  trudi  that 
purifieth  the  heart  to  the  love  unfeigned,  i  Pet.  i.  21.  Deuf.  xxx.  6. 

Seventhly,  Here  the  Lamb^s  patience  and  meeknefs  is  experienced,  and 

the  ibul  adorned  with  it.    The  Lamb  is  the  light  of  the  world,  and  they 

that  are  made  -  lambs  by  him,   partake  of  his  (weet  and  meek  nature, 

learning  of  him  to  be  meek  and  lowly  in  hearty  and  fo  have  that  patience 

.  and  meeknefs  from  him  wbkb  no  ether  can  attain  t^j  Matt.  xi.  29. 

Eighthly,  In  the  light  the  precious  promiies  are  fulfilled  and  partodk  of; 
which  make  them  idio  partake  of  them,  and  in  whom  they  are  ftilfiBed, 
partakers  of  the  divine  nature ;  for  the  divine  nature  is  not  partook  of  in 
the  darknefs,  but  in  him  who  is  light.  Man  (who  is  datknefs)  cannot  par- 
take of  the  promifes  which  bekmg  to  the  children  of  light ;  but  when,  by 
the  operation  of  God's  powcr^  his  ftate  and  nature  is  changed,  and  he  is 

now 
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now  no  more  darknefs,  but  light  in  the  Lord,  then  the  promifes  which 
were  made  to  the^  children  of  light  he  cometh  to  have  a  Ihare  in,  Eph.  v.  8. 

2.  Tet.  i.  4. 

Laftly,  In  the  light  the  holy  anointing  is  received,  the  voice  of  Chrift 
heard,  and  the  new  everlafting  covenant,  even  the  fure  mercies  of  David, 
made  with  the  foul.  If  at.  Iv.  3.  The  law  of  the  new  covenant  (even  the  law 
of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  JelUs)  writteri  in  the  mind,  and,  the  holy  fear  of 
the  new  covenant,  which  cleanfeth  and  keepeth  clean,  put  in  the  heart,  and 
the  bleflfed  Spirit  of  the  Father  given  and  received,  which  gives  to  thofe  that 
receive  it  power  to  become  the  fons  of  God,  caufing  them  to  walk  in  his 
ways,  and  to  keep  his  flatutes  and  judgments,  and  to  do  them.  Oh! 
Weffcd  difoenfation  of  life  and  holy  power,  which  the  Lord  hath^  cauTed  to 
break  forth  among  a  delpifed  people  in  thefe  latter  days !  Oh !  that  the  fens 
of  men  would  hear  and.  underftand  this  precbus  loving-kindnefs  of  the 
Lord,.,  and  put  their  truft  under  the  (hadow  of  his  wings»  and  knpw  wha^ 
it  is  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  fatnefs  of  his  fpiritutl  gofpel  houie,  and  to 
drink  of  the  river  of  his  pleafures,  and  in  his  light  to  fee  light,  PJd.  xicxvi. 
7»  S,  9. 

TJiis  opened  ixj  -  me  this  morning,  in  love  and  compaffion  towards  the 
Papifts.  My  bowels  have  often  rolled  over  them,  and  been  pained  con- 
cerning them,  to  fee  how  they  are  clofed  and  (hut  up  as  to  the  true  fenfe 
and  underftanding  of  things  of  this  nature.  Oh !  that  they  would  prize  the 
day  of  their  vifitation,  that  they  might  hear  the  found  of  life  both  from 
others,  and  alfo  in  their  own  hearts,  and  the  faving  arm  of  the  Lord  might 
be  inwardly  revealed  to  them,  and  they  ^fiedually  redeemed  thereby  I 

I  am  no  difdainer  of  Papifts,  or  any  fort  of  Protcftants,  nay,  not  jof  Turks 
or  Jews ;  but  a  mourner  becaufe  of  their  feveral  miftakes,  and  a  breather 
to  the  God  of  my  life  for  tender  mercy  towards  them  alL 

Aftrop,  13th  of  the  Seventh  Month,.  1678. 
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AND  in  this  light  the  true  church,  the  gofpel  church,  the  New  Tcfta- 
ment  church,  is  known  ;  which  is  *  a  church  of  the  children  of  ligbt» 
a  building  built  in  the  light,  which  church  is  in  God  the  Fathel^  and  in 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  2  ^hejT.  i.  i.  In  whom  they  are  built  togcrtier  for 
an  habitation  of  God,  through  the  Spirit,  Epbef.  ii.  22.  Yea,  in  whom  aD 
the  building,'  fitly  framed  together,  eroweth  into  an  holy  temple  in  the 
Lord,  ver.  21.  (for  the  Lord  frametn  them  'fitly  together  into  a  fpiritual 
and  holy  building).  And  all  that  are  here  -  gathered  out  of  the  darknefs 
into  the  light,  who  walk  in  the  light,  and  abide  in  the  light,  are  buik 
upon  the  foundation  of  the  apoftles  and.  prophets,  Jeius  Chrift  himfelf  being 
the  chief  forner-ftone,  ver.  20.  And  are  no  more  ftrangers  and  foreigners, 
but  fellow-citizens  with  the  faints,  and  of  the  houflbiold  of  God,  ver.  i^ 

The  gofpel  church  is  the  fpiritual  houfe  of  Jacob,  which  walk  in  the 
light  of  the  Lord,  Ifai.  ii.  5.  who  go  up  to  the  mountsun  of  the  Lord  (to 
that  which  is  revealed  to  be  the  mountain  of  God  in  the  laft  days,  even 
ipiritual  Mount  Sionj  Heb.  xii.  22.X  to  the  houfe  of  the  God  of  Jacob, 
where  he  teacheth  his  fpiritual  people,  the  inward  Jews,  of  his  ways,  and 
they  learn  to  walk  in  his  paths :  for  out  of  this  Sign  fhall  go  forth  the  law 
of.  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  (in  the  days- of  the  gofpel)  and  the  Word 
of  the  Lord  from  this  Jerufalem,  ver,  2,  3.  For  Jerufalcm  which  is  above 
is  free,  which  is  the  mother  of  all  the  children  which  are  born  of  God's 
Spirit,  G<iL  iv.  x6.  John  iii.  6.  And  (he  being  the  ;nother  of  them  all, 
nourilheth  them  all  with  the  Word  of  life,  which  goeth  forth  from  her; 
and  all  her  children  know  and  juftify  her  their  mother.  Matt.  xi.  19.  Oh! 
that  all,  both  Papifts  and  Proteftants,  knew  this  true  mother-church,  this 
n)other  of  all  the  living,  of  whom  none  but  the  living  are  bom,  and 
'who  nouriiheth  all  the  living,  and  none  elfe,  with  the  law  and  Word  of 
cte/'nal  life ! 

And  if  they  knew  the  true  church,  the  church  which  is  of  the  true  Jews, 
the  church  of  the  fit:ft-born,  whofe  names  are  written  in  heaven,  and  did  live 
and  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lamb,  and  follow  the  leader,  die  Shepherd  of 
Ifrael,  and  faithful  bifhop  of  the  Ibul,  who  overfeeth  and  taketh  care  of 
the  foul,  they  would  learn,  and  come  to  know  and  experience  thefe  things 
following : 

Firft,  The  dwelling-places  of  Mount  Sion,  and  her  aflemblies,  and  God's 
creatmg  upon  every  of  them  a  cloud  and  fmoak  by  day,  and  the  fliining  of  a 
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fiaitibg  fire  by  ni^t,  which  is  the  defence  upon  all  the  gloiy  that  the  Lord 
bringeth  forth  among  his  fpiritual  church  and  people,  ^^ai.  iv.  5. 

Secondly,  They  would  know  the  land  of  the  inward  Jews^  and  ^iritual 
Judah,  and  the  long  fung  therein,  becaufe  of  die  ftrong  city  which  the 
Lord  builds  there,  and  the  falvation  which  he  appoints  for  walls  and  bul^ 
warks  about  it;  and  would  fee  and  know  how  none  biit  the  inward  Jews, 
the  inwardly  circutncifed  and  fanftified,  even  the  righteous  nation  that 
jceepeth  the  truth,  can  enter  by  the  gates  into  that  city,  IfaL  xxvi.  i,  2. 
And  they  that  dwell  in  that  city,  whofe  minds  are  flayed  on  the  Lord,  and 
who  truft  in  him,  the  Lord  will  keep  in  pcrfeft  peace,  ver.  3.  Then  Je- 
rufalem  is  a  quiet  habitation  indeed,  and  the  refling  and  feeding-places  in  ic 
arefure,  Ifai.  xxxii.  i8.  and  ^ir^.  xxxiiL  15.20* 

Thirdly,  They  would  know  the  feaft  of  fat  things,  which  the  Lord  of 
hofts  makes  to  all  people  that  are  here  *,  to  all  people  that  come  up  to,  and 
dwell  on,  his  holy  mountain,  and  ferve  and  worlhip  him  in  Spirit  and  truth. 
The  Lord  of  hofts  maketh  fuch  a  feaft  as  no  eye  hath  ieen,  nor  ear  heard* 
nor  can  it  enter  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  what  it  is,  but  only  by 
the  Spirit  of  God ;  even  a  feaft  of  fat  things,  even  a  feaft  of  fpiritual  fac 
things,  a  feaft  of  wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  of  wines 
on  the  lees  well  refined,  I/ai.  xxv.  6.  They  that  are  turned  to  the  light* 
and  follow  Chrift  the  light,  fhall  not  abide  in  darknefs,  but  have  the  light 
of  life,  John  viii.  12..  Mall  be 'ffariHated  out  of  the  kingdom  of  darknefs 
into  the  kingdom  of  the  dear  Son,  and  they  fhall  fup  with  Chrift,  and  he 
with  them,  and  both  together  drink  of  the  fruit  of  the  vine  of  life  new  in 
.  the  Father's  kingdom. 

Fourtlily,  They  fhall  infallibly  know  here,  in  this  light  which  fhines 
on  God's  holy  mountain,  the  deftroying  or  fwallowing  up  of  the  face 
of  the  covering  caft  over  all  people,  and  the  veil  fpread  over  all  nations* 
I/ai.  xxv.  7.  For  the  veil  is  caft  over  and  fpread  in  the  darknefs ;  but 
is  done  away  and  fwallowed  up  in  Chrift  the  light:  for  the  veil  is  done 
away  in  him,  2  Cor.  iii.  14.  And  all  that  are  in  Chrift,  in  his  Spirit,  in 
the  light  and  liberty  thereof,  behold  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
and  are  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  by  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord,  ver.  17,  i8. 

Laftly,  Here  the  king  of  righteoufnef$*s  highway  is  known,  even  the 
way  of  holinefs,  which  the  unclean  cannot  pafs  over  5  but  the  fandified 
in  the  light  do  walk  in ;  and  the  wayfaring  men  here,  though  fools, 
do  not  err  in,  I/ai.  xxxv.  8.  For  they  that  are  taught  of  God  in 
the  new  covenant,  and  follow  the  leading  of  his  blefTed  Spirit,  do  not 
err. 

Oh!    that  the  true   church  were  known,    which    is   now   come  and 

coflirng  out  of  the  wildernefs,  leaning  upon  her  beloved,  who  led  and 
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leads  her  out  thence,  into  her  own  land  of  life  and  glory^  where  her  fight 
ihines,  and  fhe  arii^h  and  ftandeth  upon  her  feet  before  the  Lord,,  and 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  ihines  upon  her,  and  covers  her  L  Happy  is  the 
eye  that  feeth  this,  and  the  foul  that  hath  a  Ihdre  in  it  I 
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Several  Things  opened  from  the  Spirit  of  Truth, 
touching  the  Way  of  Life  and  Salvation ; 


WHICH    WILL 


Reach  to  the  Wltnefs  in  the  Hearts  of  thofe  whofe  Spirits  are 
quickened,  and  whofe  Ears  and  Underftandings  are  opened  by 
the  Spirit  and  Power  of  the  Lord. 


Written  in  a  deep  Senfe,  and  tender  Love, 

By    ISAAC    PENINGTON. 

yirifey  Jhine ;  for  thy  tight  is  come^  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen  upon  tbee^ 
For  behold;  the  darknefs  fhall  cover  the  earthy  and  grofs  darknefs  the  people-^  ' 
but  the  Lord  fhall  arife  upon  thee^  and  his  glory  fiall  befeen  upon  thee.     And 
the  Gentiles  fhall  come  to  thy  lights  and  the  kings  to  the  brightnefs  of  thy 
rifing.  IsAirJx.  I,  2,  3. 

• 

0  houfe  of  Jacob!  come  ye^  and  let  us  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lard. 
TsAi.  ii.  5. 
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OH !  how  excellent  and  precious  is  tbe  name  of  the  Lord,  in  this  our 
day,  among  his  people,  whom  he  hath  gathered  out  of  the  worldly 
fpirit  unto  himfelf,  and  whom  he  mistily  defendeth  in  that  wherein  he 
hath  gathered  them !  Infomuch  as  it  may  now  be  faid  inwardly,  as  it  was 
of  old  outwardly,  Psal.  Ixxvi.  *'  In  Judah  is  God  known ;  his  name  b 
y  great  in  Ifrtel.  In  Sftleih  alfo  is  hts  tabemade,  and  his  dwelling-place 
*'  in  Sion.  There  brake  he  the  arrows  of  the  bow,  the  Ihield,  and  the 
**  fword,  And  the  battle,  Selah.**  Oh!  what  mighty  things  hath  the  Lord 
God  done  in  and  for  the  fpirits  of  his  people !  How  hath  he  fcattered  the 
darknefs  from  about  them,  broke  the  chains  which  held  them  in  captivity ! 
How  hath  he  rifen  up  againft  all  the  Enemies  of  their  fo'uls»  difcovered 
their  fnares,  fnapped  in  funder  the  weapons  of  war,  which  the  Ibirit  of 
darknefs  hath  formed  and  lifted  up  againil  them  !  And  how  hath  he  pr^ 
feiVed  them  in  life,  in  peace,  in  purity,  in  holinefs,  in  his  power  and  domi- 
nion  (bver  that  fpirit  and  the  device*  thereof)  to  this  very  day !  He  lives  and 
reigns  in  power  over  all ;  and  becaufe  he  tives^  we  live  alio ;  and  becaufe 
he  reigns,  thofe  that  are  in  his  life  and  Spirit  partake  of  his  holy  reign  and 
dominion  (over  fin,  hell,  death,  and  the  powers  of  darknefs)  with  him. 
Lo!  this  is  our  God  ^  this  is  he  wKom  we'  have  fought  after,  and  waited 
for ;  and  now  his  power  is  made  manifeil,N  now  his  righteoufnefs  and  fal- 
vation  is  revealed,  how  can  our  fouls  but  be  glad  and  rejoice  therein !  Yea» 
how  can  .we  conceal  the  good  tidings  of  the  day  of  our  God,  and  of  the 
goipel  of  his  falvation,  which  hath  arifen  and  broke  in  upon  us !  How  can 
we  but  defire  to  awaken  the  minds  of  men  out  of  their  fleep,  and  call  upon 
them  to  ihake  off  the  drowfinefs  and  blacknefi  of  the  night,  and  to  lift 
up  their  eyes  towards  the  hill  and  mountain  of  God's  holineis,  that  they 
alfo  may  behold  the  beauty  of  his  day  in  others,  and  wait  for  the  ipringbg 
of  his  life  and  glory  in  themfelves ! 

Now  there  is  fotneWhat  revealed  of  God,  of  his  own  nature^  power,  and 
Spirit,  wherein  we  have   met  with  him.     To  this  we  invite,  of  tlus  we 
fpeak,  concerning  this  we  teftify,  as  being  that  which  the  Father  will  ho- 
nour, and  wherein  he  hath  and  will  appear.    It  is  a  poor,  weak,  low  thing  \ 
to  confider  of^  or  behold  with  the  eye  and  underftanding  of  mah  ^  but  there 
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is  the  riches,  the  glorjr,  the  life,  the  righteoufnefs,  the  peace,  the  joy,  the 
cvcrlafting  power  of  the  kingdom  in  it ;  and  to  them  that  receive  it  in  the 
demonftration  of  God's  Spirit,  and  in  the  love  of  it,  it  is  the  wifdom  of 
God  and  his  power  to  the  redemption  and  falvation  of  their  fouls.  Indeed 
of  all  the  wife  builders  (out  of  the  true  fenfe  and  power)  it  is  rejefted  at 
this  day,  as  it  always  was  of  old ;  but  to  us  who  are  called  of  God,  taught 
by  him^  who  have  received  in  underftandlng  from  him,  &c.  we  know  the 
value  of  that  which  comes  from  him,  being  inftrufted  by  him  not  to 
)udge*a6€ordinp  to  the  appearance,  but  to  judge  the  righteous  judgment ; 
and  in  the  righteous  judgment,  in  the  balance  of  the  fanftuary,  we  find 
this  little  defpifed  light  to  be  eledt  and  precious,  even  the  foundatipn-ftone, 
the  corner-ftone,  and  the  top-ftone  of  the  building  of  God.  An<i  this  we. 
teftify  to  men  in  true  love,  and  from  certain  knowledge  and  experience 
which  we  have  received  from  him  that  is  true,  and  hold  in  him  that  is 

true. 

N6W  this  precious  pearl  (of  which  we  teftify)  lies  hid  deep  within ;  and 
thither  muft  men  come  to  know  it,  to  purchafe  it,  to  poffefi  it  j  and  thither 
it  is  tlie  defire  of  our  hearts  to  bring  men.  Nor  do  we  open  the  things  of 
God  before  nien  to  this  end,  that  they  mij^t  set  a  knowledge  thereof  into 
their  brains,  3sBd  feed  on  it  there ;  but  through  tender  love  we  bring  thefe 
things  a  little  tnto  the  very  view  of  men  (as  the  Lord  enables  us) ;  not  that 
they  might  ftick  there,  but  that  having  a  tafte  of  the  excellency  and  beauty 
cf  truth,  they  might  be  inflamed  (with  defires  after  it)  to  travel  thither, 
where  it  is  to  be  had.  Therefore  dwell  not  in  the  notion,  delight  not  in 
the  outward  knowledge  of  the  thing  itfelf  (though  die  knowledge  be  ever 
6}  fweet,  pkafing,  fatisfiiflDry,  and  demonftrative  to  the  mind);  but  come 
to  the  everlafting  fpring.  Feel  the  meafure  of  life  in  thy  particular,  and 
that  win  lead  thee  to  the  fbring  of  life,  from  whence  the  meafure  comes  as 
a  gift  ftotn  the  Father  to  tnee,  to  bring  thee  to  the  Father.  And  fingly  for 
this  end  have  I  been  drawn  to  write  what  follows,  in  fervice  to  the  Lord, 
in  faithftilnefs  to  him,  in  dear  love  to  the  fouls  of  men,  efpecially  of  thofe 
who  have  formeriy  been  travellers,  and  have  felt  fomewhat  of  the  Lord, 
and  yet  retain  defires  and  breathings  in  their  hearts  after  him.  Oh  I  that 
the  Lord  would  touch  their  fpirits,  dif(X>ver  to  them  t!ie  way  everiafting, 
and  lead  them  therein  to  do  that  which  their  fouls  darkly  delire  and  feek 
after ;  to  which  there  is  no  other  way  than  that  which  hath  been  from  the 
beginning,  only  there  have  been  various  difcov4?ries  and  manifeftations  of 
the  one  way  1  But  what  greater  difcovery  can  there  be  than  of  the  thing  or 
feed  itfelf,  which  the  Lord  hath  been  pleafed  to  make  manifeft  in  this  day 
of  his  gbrious  mercy,  love,  and  power,  whereof  he  hath  raifed  up  many 
witnefles,  whom  he  hath  enabled  (by  his  Spirit  and  power)  to  give  a 
Jiving,  clear,  certain  teftimony  to  ?  Happy  is  the  ear  that  hears !  for  that 
alfo  muft  hp  of  God^  as  the  meflage  and  me0engers  are  known  to  be. 
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Some  QJU  E  R I  E  S  toncerning  C  h  r  i  s  t's  Righteoufnefs,  how 
it  juftifieth.  Whether  as  inwardly  revealed  and  dwelling  in  the 
Heart,  or  only  as  imputed,  or  both. 

^ery  i.  ^  S  notChrift  the  righteoufnefs  and  juftification  of  the  ibol  with 

God  ?  Is  not  he  made  of  God  unto  us  righteoufiiels,  and  are 
not  we  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him  ?  How  is  this 
done  ?  Is  it  not  by  being  ingrafted  into  him,  covered  with  him  ?  Is  this  a 
meer  imputation  ?  or  is  it  not  rather  a  bringing  the  foul  into  the  thing  itfelf, 
and  a  drawing  his  nature,  life,  and  Spirit  over  the  foul,  which  was  and  is 
always  righteous  in  itfelf,  and  fo  accounted  with  God  ?  And  he  that  is  found 
in  him,  cloathed  with  him,  emptied  of  himfelf,  and  filled  with  him,  is  he 
not  really  righteous  in  the  fi^ht  of  God  ? 

§iuery  2.  Is  not  the  principle  of  life,  which  is  from  Chrift,  of  the  fame 
nature  with  Chrift  ?  is  not  it  alfo  holy  and  righteous  ?  yea,  is  not  Chrift  the 
fuUnefs  in  it?  And  he  that  receivcth  this  principle,  doth  he  not  receive 
life,  receive  Chrift,  receive  righteoufnefs  ?  Can  the  righteoufheis  of  Chrift 
be  fcparated  from  the  feed  of  his  life,  nature,  and  Spirit  ?  Can  a  man  deny 
himfelf,  go  out  of  himfelf,  give  up  to  that,  and  be  found  in  that,  and  not 
found  in  the  righteoufnefs  ?  or  can  a  man  come  to  righteoufnefs  by  imputa- 
tion without  that  ? 

^ery  3.  This  principle  or  feed  of  life  being  from  Chrifl,  of  Chrift,  and 
one  with  Chrift  in  nature,  though  not  of  the  fame  ftaturc  and  fullnefs,  yet 
hath  it  not  the  property  and  virtue  of  all  that  is  of  Chrift  in  it  ?  Do  not  all 
the  promifes  belong  to  this  feed,  and  go  along  with  this  feed  ?  Doth  not 
all  that  is* good  in  man  fpring  up, from  this  feed?  He  that  receives  this, 
doth  he  not  receive  that  which  "is  righteous,  and  which  makes  him  righ- 
teous, fo  far  as  he  is  of  it,  and  in  it  ?  yea,  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  in  the  flefh, 
the  virtue  thereof,  the  forgivenefs  of  the  Father  for  the  fake  of  his  Son  5 
doth  iti'  not  go  along  with  this  ?  and  is  it  not  accepted  for  that  man  who 

is 
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is  found  here,  and  his  iniquities  (which  he  committed  formerly)  freely  for- 
given him  for  bis  name's  lake  ?  Yea,  are  not  his  fins  afterwards  alio  blottedk 
out  upon  the  fame  terms,  he  returning  to  this,  abiding  In  this,  and  being 
found  in  this,  and  wherein  the  remifllon^  of  fin^  and  the  power  againft  fin, 
is  alone  to  be  felt  and  received  for  ever  ?  So  here  is  the  imputation  in  its 
right  place,  and  the  right  ufe  and  pleading  of  the  facrifice  of  the  Son, 
which  here  (in*  this  its  proper  place,  and  in  this  ftate)  ^prevails  with  God, 
and  not  otherwife.  For  the  kingdom,  the  righteoufnefs,  the  peace,  the  joy, 
the  power  thereof,,  tifc.  is  placed  by  God  in  this  feed,  which  is  as  a  grain- 
of  muftard  feed  :  and  he  that  ever  finds  it,  muft  fo  find  it  •,  and  he  that  ever 
joins  to  it,  muft  fo  join  to  it ;  and  he  that  ever  receiveth  it  aright^  muft  fo 
receive  it. 

^ery-^.  Is  riot  he  that  is  born  of  God,  new  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  ?  and 
is  not  the  new  creature  and  new  creation  righteous  in  the  fight  of  God  ? 
When  Adam  was  created  at  firft,  he  was  created  in  God's  image ;  and  was 
not  that  image  righteous,  and  be  righteous  in  that  image  ?  And  when  man 
is  regenerated,  renewed,  brought  again  into  the  image,  is  not  the  image 
again  holy  and  righteous,  and  he  in^  the  image  ? 

^uery  5.  Is  not  faith  the  gift  of  God  ?  And  is  it  not  holy,  fpiritual,  and 
righteous  in  its  own  nature,  and  in  the  creature  to  whom  it  is  given? 
And  being  giveiv  to  the  creature,  is  it  not  owned  by  God  as  fuch,  and  (b 
juftified  in  the  creature  ?  Is  not  the  faith  which  is  of  God,  as  righteous  as 
the  unbelief  from  the  root  of  bitternefs  is  unrighteous  ?  And  doth  not  God 
own  and  juftify  that  as  righteous,  as  well  as  condemn  and  rejed  the  other 
as  unrighteous  ? 

^u€ry  6.  Is  not  the  obedience  of  the  foul  in  Chrift,  and  from  the  prin- 
ciple of  his  life  in  the  foul,  and  through  bis  Spirit,  righteous  ?  nay,  as  righ- 
teous, and  juftifiable  in  the  fight  of  God,  as  the  difobedience  of  the  firft; 
Bature  is  unrighteous  ? 

^u€ry  7.  Are  not  all  the  works  which  are  wrought  in  God,  righteous  ? 
and  doth  not  he  that  doth  truth,  bring  them  to  the  light,  that  it  may  . 
he  made  manifeft  that  they  are  wrought  in  God  (John  iii.  2t.)  Now  there 
IS  no  condemnation,  but  juftification,  to  the  deeds  that  are  wrought  ia 
God;  as  there  is  no  juftification,  but  condemnation,  to  the  works  that  are 
wrought  out  of  him. 

So  that  here  now  he  that  is  indeed  of  God,  he  that  is  new  created  in 
Chrift  Jefus,.  he  knows  the  Father  and  fountain  of  righteoufnefs,  the  Son  of 
qghteoufnefs,  the  righteous  feed,  the  righteous  faith  and  obedience  of  the 
feed,  and  the  works  which  are  wrought  by  the  power  and  in  the  Spirh,  whidv 
being  brought  tathe  true  light,  are  always  juftified  by.  it.. 
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Concerning  the  Tnue  Church  and  Ministry. 

THERE  is  a  great  noifc  in  the  world  about  church,  and  miiiiftryr. 
Many  are  affirming  which  is  it>  and  many  are  doubtfol  and  en«» 
quiring  about  it ;  and  many  are  truly  and  groundedly  fatisfied^  having  r^ 
ceived  the  knowledge  of  the  thing  from  God,  who  is  not  dccehred  about 
it,  nor  deceive tb  any,  but  givcth  the  true  underftandin^  of  thefe  and 
other  things,  to  them  that  wait  upon  him  aright ;  to  wit,  m  his  fear,  and 
ia  the  filence  of  the  lieflily  wife  part  before  him.  Now  I  h«ve  a  teftimony 
to  give  concerning  thefe  things,  which  that  ear  which  is  of  God  can  hear, 
and  to  th^t  I  defire  to  fpeak. 

TTi^t  is  the  church  which  is  the  fpiritual  body  of  Chrift,  The  churck 
is  Cbrift's  fpoufe,  he  the  huiband.  The  head  is  living,  and  lb  are  all  the 
members  of  the  body.  The  head  is  anointed,  and  the  oil  wherewith  the 
head  is  anointed,  runs  down  from  the  head  upon  all  the  body ;  and  that 
upon  which  the  oil  runs  not,  is  none  of  the  body.  Now  no  outward  thing 
can  make  one  a  member  of  this  body ;  much  lefs  can  any  outward  thing, 
way,  profeflion  or  pra^ice,  make  a  church.  The  church  under  the  law 
was  made  fo  by  outward  things,  by  an  outward  gathering,  an  outward  cir- 
oimcifiQn,  an  outward  law,  an  outward  worfhip,  (^c,  but  the  gof^  is  a 
ftate  of  fubftance,  a  ftate  of  the  invifible  things,  of  perfons  inviQUy  ga- 
thers! by  the  Spirit  into  the  life  and  power  of  God,  inwardly  circumcited, 
inwardly  baptifed  with  the  Holy  Ghofl,  and  with  Qre,  inwardly  worfluppuig 
in  Spirit  and  truth,  bowing  at  every  found  and  name  of  the  Lotd  Jdus : 
and  what  is  of  an  outward  ftate  here,  is  brought  forth  and  preferved  by  the 
power  of  the  inward  appearing,  and  dwelling  iti  it.  So  that  this  is  the 
church  now :  ^  people  gathered  by  the  life  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord  •,  a  people 
gathered  by  the  power  from  on  high,  abiding  in  the  power,*  ading  in  the 
powfir,  wor(hq>ping  in  the  power,  keeping  in  the  holy  order  and  govern- 
ment of  lifb.  (bcHih  inwardly  m  their  own  hearts,  and  outwardly  in  thdr  aC^ 
femblings  and  walkings)  by  the  power.  Chrift  was  made  a  king,  prieft,  and 
prophet,  not  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  commandment,  but  after  the  power 
of  an  endleis  life ;  and  in  this  power  he  gathers,  governs,  and  preferves  \as 
diurch,  and  minifteceth  from,  and  by,  his  Spirit  and  power  in  it.  Now  find 
i3b^  power  of  the  endlefs  life,  find  a  people  any- where  gathered  by  this 
power,  and  in  this  power ;  there  is  the  church,  there  is  the  living  body, 
there  is  Chrift  the  head,  whofe  dominion  and  ftrength  is  over  all,  againft 
whom  the  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail. 

And  fo  for  the  minifters  of  this  church.  The  fame  thing  that  gives  to 
know  the  church)  gives  tp  know  the  minifters  thereof  s  for  they  alio  are 
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of  Grod,  called  by  hinit  receiving  power  from  him,  and  abiding  and  mini* 
fiering  in  that  power.  So  that  there  are  three  things  requiute  to  a  true 
miniftry,  without  which  they  cannot  be  right,  or  execute  their  ofEce  rightly^ 

I.  T^bey  muft  be  called  hy  God.  The  miniftry  under  the  law,^  this  was  their 
warrant ;  they  were  called  and  appointed  of  God  thereunto.  Chrift  him^ 
felf  took  not  the  honour  to  himfelf,  but  he  was  called  of  God  to  this  prieft* 
hood,  as  Aaron  to  his.  So  the  apoilles  and  minifters,  in  the  firil  publica- 
tion of  the  gofpel,  were  called  and  appointed  by  Chrift.  And  when  the 
everlafting  gofpel  is  again  to  be  preached,  God  fends  his  angel  with  it,  as 
'Rev.  iv.  6. 

2*  I'h^y  mufi  receive  ability  and  power  from  God.  The  elders  that  were  to 
help  Mofes,  were  to  receive  of  his  fpirit.  Under  the  law,  the  priefts  were 
to  be  anointed  with  the  outward  literal  oil,  and  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel 
are  to  be  anointed  with  the  inward  fpiritual  oil.  Their  work  is  fpiritual ; 
and  how  can  they  perform  it,  but  by  the  anointing,  by  that  prefence, 
guidance,  life,  virtue,  and  power  of  the  Spirit,  putting  itfelf  forth  m  them  ? 
The  apoftles  themfelves,  who  had  been  taught  by  Chrift,  who  knew  his 
conversation  and  doftrine,  who  were  eye-witneffes  of  what  they  were  to 
publifh,  and  had  received  an  authority  and  commiflion  from  him,  yet  were 
not  to  go  forth  meerly  upon  this  call  and  commiflion,  but  to  wait  for  power 
from  on  high  -,  and  when  they  had  received  the  Spirit  and  power,  then  they 
were  made  able  minifters  of  the  New  Teftament,  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  the 
Spirit  and  power. 

3.  They  mujl  abide  in  the  power ^  keep  in  the  power ^  feel  the  motion^  virtue^ 
and  ajjijiance  of  the  power ^  in  all  their  work  and  fervice.  They  muft  neither 
pull  down,  nor  build  up,  nor  watch  over,  or  overfec  the  flock  in. their  own 
wifdom,  in  their  own  fpirit,  in  their  own  wills ;  but  in  the  anointing,  in  the 
light  and  guidance  of  the  Lord.  This  gathering,  this  building,  this  work 
of  the  Lord  begins  out  of  flefh,  out  of  man ;  and  flefh  muft  be  kept  out  of 
the  whole  carrying  on  of  it. 

And  indeed  unlefs  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  be  in  the  Spirit,  in  the  life, 
in  the  power,  how  can  they  minifter  to  the  nature,  to  the  ipirit,  to  the  life 
in  the  body  ?  yea,  fo  much  as  to  the  leaft  member  in  the  body  ?  They  may 
minifter  outward  knowledge  to  the  man*s  wifdom,  to  the  man's  underftand- 
ing  i  but  that  is  not  the  rood  that  is  to  be  miniftered  to  the  church,  nor  is 
that  part  in  man  to  be  fed  by  the  true  minifter.  But  they  arc  to  minifter 
life  (living  food)  from  the  living  fountain,  from  the  head,  from  the  Spirit 
of  Chrift  in.  them,  to  the  particular  members  under  their  charge ;  and  fo  are 
to  be  good  ftewards  and  fhepherds  to  the  flock,  giving  every  one  their 
proper  portion  in  due  feafon. 

It  was  no  fmall  matter  to  be  a  minifter  under  the  law.  It  was  eafy  to  err, 
and  minifter  amifs  then.  -It  was  eafy  erring  from  the  letter,  unlefs  great  care 
and  circumlpeftion  was  ufcd  to  keep  ftriftly  to  it. 

Vol.  II.  T  t  But 


^2i        i/ln  ObjeBion  cdncerntng  the Newnefi  ^f 

But  it  IS  a  much  more  weighty  thing  to  minifter  under  the'  goi^l,  to  re- 
ceive the  power,  to  minifter  ih  tbe  power,  to  that  which  ia  begotten  and 
born  of  the  power;  And  tliis  is  precious,  and  (without  corttioverfy)  of 
God,  wherever  it  is  found.  But  they  only  that  kre  of  God,  can  hear  tod 
receive^this  miniftry,  (as  i  John  iv.  6.)  The  uncircumcifed  ear  cannot  hea^ 
here,  nor  the  wife  and  knowing  according  to  the  flclh.  The  Wifdom  of  God 
is  fooliflinefs  to  him,  and  the  myftcries  rf  his  kingdom  (the  myftery  of  his 
life,  and  the  true  godlinefs)  are  riddles,  and  direA  madnefs  to  the  eye  of 
his  wifdom :  fo  far  is  man  degenerated  from  God,  and  bound  down  witlj, 
chains  of  darknefs  and  corruption.  And,  he  that  would  know  the  true 
church,  or  be  of  it,  and  hear  the  voice  of  God  in  his  true  miniftry,  rtuft 
firft-  take  up  the  cro^  to  that  part  in  him  which  is  not  of  God*  and  redeive 
from  God  the  eye  which  fees,  and  the  car  Which  hears. 


An  OBJECTION  concerning  the  Newnefs  of  the 
Way  of  Truth,  anfwered:.  With  a  tender  expoftu- 
lating  Exhortation, 

Objeft.  T  7*  «  ohjeSed  againft  us^  that  this  wbicb  we  Ufiify  U^  bold  firtb^ 
X  andpraSiife^  is  a  new  way^fprung  up  of  late y  never  known  nor  beard 
of  in  tbe  world  tillfome  few  years  ago. 

Anfw.  The  light  eternal,  when  it  ftiineth  out  of  the  darknefs,  after  the 
great  apoftafy  from  the  Spirit  and  life  of  the  apoftles,  is  new  indeed  to 
thofe  that  were  overwhelmed  and  buried  in  the  darknefs  of  the  night;  and 
fo  never  faw  or  heard  of  it  before ;  bat  it  is  not  new  in  itfelf,  but  the  fame 
that  it  was  from  the  beginning-  This  feed  of  life,  this  feed  of  blcfling,  is 
the  {ame  that  was  promifed  at  firft  to  bruifc  the  ferpent*s  head.  The  lame 
which  was  promifed  to  Abraham,  when,  the  gofpel  was  preached  to  him* 
The  fame  that  faved  all  (that  believed  in  it)  under  the  law ;  for  it  was  not 
the  types  and  fhadows,.  and  outward  ordinances,^  which  faved  the  foul 
then,  but  the  feed,  who  was  the  Saviour  from  the  beginning,  and  is  the 
Saviour  all  along,  even  to  the  end :  and  it  was  the  fame  whdch  was  the 
gofocl  in  the  days  of  the.apoftles..  They  preached  the  feed  aMo,  the  word 
of  taith ;  Chrift  the  way,  Chrift  the  power.  Yea^  all  along  the  times  of  the 
apoftafy,  this  Was  the*  thing  that  prefcrved  the  witneflcs,  laving  them  from 
being  fwallowed  up  in  the  darknefs,  and  keeping  them  alive  in  their  tefti- 
mony.  And.  there  is  no  other  thing  held  torth  now  by  thofe  who  arc  io 
the  truth,  and  raifed  up  by  the  power  of  God  in  it  to  give  teftimony  to  it. 
This  is  it  from  whence  hfe  hath  fpruag  in  any  that  have  fek  life,  in  rfl. 
ages  and  gcneratbns.    This  is  tbe  root  and  offspring  of  Daiuidy.  tbe  irigbt  and. 
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tif  mrmfKjf^r*    This  is  the  dsfin  of  alf  nations  (Oh  1  ttiat  th^  knew  thci^ 
defirc)  Mfd  tbw  favitig  health  tpo^  withpiu:  wfaich  they  can  never  be  healed ! 
And  O  ye !  whp  eVer  {^\t  any  t^ng  of  God  at  any  time,  which  was  true, 
either  in  reading  the  fcriptyres,  or  heariog  ^  miniftry,  or  in  private  breath- 
ings, C^€.  this  was  it  which  gave  you  to  &el  in  that  ft  ate,  to  defire  after 
the  Lord,  tp  turn  frofn  vanity,  to  long  for  communion  with  liim,  (^c. 
Oh !  that  ye  were  fo  fm*  in  it  now  as  ye  have  be^  in  times  paft  I  For  there 
is  no  other  Vhing  we  iteftify  to  you  of  (or  defire  to  draw  you  to)  than  that 
which  was  th^  root  ^d  itrength  of  your  life  iA  thofe  days.    I  remember 
that  tiqie  very  well,  and  what  I  was  and  felt  jamong  yog,  nor  can  I  deny  it 
at  t^is  day,  k>^t  ]ui9w  that  it  was  of  the  Lord ;  yea,  my  foul  blefleth  his 
name  in  die  remembrance  of  it :  but  he  that  fticks  in  the  letter  of  th^t 
{having  loft  the  life  thereof)  is  in  a  dead  flate  before  the  Lord ;  and  in  th^t 
dead  ftate  hath  not  the  true  fenfe  and  feeling,  and  then  muft  needs  err  and 
miftajke  .coocerloiog  the  ttxith,  and  (in  that  error)  make  ufe  of  his  wifdoni 
.and  knowledge  to  refift  .Md.oppofe  it.    And  this  brings  more  death  an^i 
darknefs  upw  the  foul,  iniomuch  a^  the  very  lig^t  there  becomes  darknei^ 
and  the  very  life  dead ;  and  if  they  could  truly  lode  inwards,  they  would 
fee  that  they  are  not  now  ^cre,  what  once  they  were,  nor  their  duties  or 
ordinances  (a3  .they  account  diem)  fuch ;  but  a  blafting  and  withering  is 
come  upon  them,  from  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord,  and  they  hayp 
loft  their  beauty  and  freftinefs,  to  all  that  with  a  true  eye  behold  them. 
Therefore  come  back  to  the  life ;  know  that  which  formerly  gave  you  life. 
Is  it  removed  ?  ftick  not  behind,  but  follow  on.    Oh !  know  the  Lamb,  who 
is  the  leader !    And  this  is  the  great  duty  of  duties  to  follow  him  whither- 
foever  he  gpes.     He  may  in  his  tender  mercy  vifit  in  Egypt,  in  Sodom,  in 
Babylon :  but  thefe  are  not  the  places  of  his  reft,  nor  fo  to  be  eftecmed,  be- 
caufe  he  once  appeared,  vifited,  touched,  refrcftied  the  foul  there.    But  his 
dwelling-place  is  Sion,  his  holy  city  is  Jerufalem,  where  ihe.Chriftians  dwelt 
with  him  before  the  apoftafv,  and  where  thofe  that  are  redeemed  out  of  the 
apoftafy,  are  again  to  dwell. .   For  the  .dadcnefs  of  the  night  is  not  to  di- 
niini(h  or  take  away  any  of  the  beauty  or  brightnefs  of  the  day  for  ever ; 
but  the  brightneis  anjd  beauty  of  the  day,  in  its  rifing  and  glorious  growt|i, 
is  to  overcome  and  fwallow  it  up.     Therefore  lofe  no  more  time  in  dif- 
pytings,  in  thoughts,   in  reafonings,  in  confultings,  with  that  which  will 
neyier  ad.viie  tke  foul  &r  its  good ;  but  wait  on  the  Lord,  that  ye  ;nay 
come  (throHg^his  leadings)  to  the  true  fenfe  of  .his  feed,  to  the  feeling  of 
the  nature  of  his  eternal  light  and  Jife  in  the  .heart  \  and  that  will  put  an 
end  to.difputes;  yea,  fcatter  ^he  difputihg -miind,  and  powerfully  determine 
the  controverfy  in  the  pure  fenfe  and  demonftration  of  the  Spirit.    And  he 
that  knpweifh  ^y^thifltg  ^^(f  ^i«,  let  hm  abide  here,  wait  hew,. live  here^ 
dwell  here,  and  breadie  to  the  Father  he/e,  watching  narhftwly  over  that 
which  would  lead  from  heiipc^,  ai>d  drawibe  mind  into  ^nof^  »?fty>  wifdoau 
4pa  fpirit.    And  thus,  O  poor  foul !  if  the  Lord  touch  thine  heart,  and 
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open  thine  eye,  thou  wilt  fee  thy  l>eloved,  even  the  chcnceft  among  cni 
tlKMi&nd ;  whom  n<Mie  can  paraUel,  whom  nothing  is  like  to  for  excxU^ncf 
of  nature;,  nor  is  there  any  can  do  for  the  ibul  as  he !  It  is  felt,  it  is  cxpe« 
rienced,  it  is  teftified  unto  you  in  the  lo^re,  and  in  the  truth :  oh !  that  ye 
could  hear !  They  are  not  the  words  of  the  letter,  nor  the  obfenration  of  all 
that  is  tn  the  letter,  that  can  give  life ;  but  his^ce  gives  life.  The  words 
that  he  fpeaks  (at  any  time)  are  Spirit  and  life  %  and  if  he  ^>eak  them  aot, 
bui  letter.  So  this  is  it  we  live  i^on ;  not  the  bread  which  we  can  make^; 
not  the  things  we  can  gather  or  comprehend  ixom  the  letter  y  but  the  words 
which  fH-oceed  from  die  nu>uth  of  God.  Now  this  feed  is  hts  mbuch,  in  and 
through  which  he  fpeaks  to  our  fouls,  who  fear  before  him,  and  wait  upon 
him,  in  his  own  eternal  and  everlafting  OTdinance^  at  the  door  and  pofts  of 
the  everlafting  wiidom.  And  iiere  we  meet  with  all  in  fubftance,  in  life,  in 
freflineis,  in  purity,  in  power,  that  ever  we  met  ^h  of  God ;  and  we  meet 
with  ibmewhat  more  alfo  than  we  formerly  naet  with.  And  this  teftimony 
is  given  forth  to  you  in  the  love  of  God,  from  his  tender  bowels,  which 
know  your  prefent  ftate;  your  wants^  your  wandermgs,  your  deep  pre- 
judices and  fettled  hardned  againft  his  truth ;  yet  he  remembers  the  days 
of  your  youth,  and  cannot  give  over  feeking  after  you,  and  crying  unto 
you.  Oh  !  when  wiUye  tum^  when  will  ye  hear^  when  will  ye  waif  to  feel  Uft 
in  the  Spiriij  and  rntt  increafc  death,  in  you  from  the  litter! 
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Who  are  at  any  Time  touched  with  the  Power  of  Truth  ; 
how  they  afterwards  hearken  to  and  let  in  the  EJnemy, 
and  fo  thereby  have  the  good  Seed  ftolen  away,  the 
true  Senfe  lofl,  and  the  Mind  filled  with  Prejudices  and 
Stumbling-blocks  inftead  thereof. 

THE  Truth  cS  God  beine  received  into  the  inward  parts,  is  found 
to  be  of  a  living  powernil  nature,  working  mightily  there  for  the 
deanfing  and  redeeming  of  the  hearts.  Yea,  this  is  certainly  witne&d^  that 


touched  with  the  Power  of  Truths  &c.  325 

as  the  mind  jobed  to  deceit,  is  thereby  defiled;  fo  the  mind  joined  to  the 
truth  of  God,  is  by  its  power  and  virtue  purified. 

Now  having  felt  this,  and  being  filled  with  the  love  and  good-will  of  God 
to  the  fouls  of  otliers^  how  can  we  but  teftify  it  to  others,  who  ftand  in 
need  of  God*s  truth  (and  its^  deanfing  .property  and  vii*tue)  as  well  as  w^ ; 
efpecially  being  thereunto  moved  and  drawn  by  theSfurit  of  the  Lord  I 

Now  when  the  Lord  giveth  forth  the  found  in  its  power  and  life,  it  many 
times  pierceth  deeply  through  the  earthly  veil,  and  reacheth  to  its  own  ^ 
which  (being  reached  to)  aniwers  to  the  teftimony,  faying,  it  is  Truth.  Sa 
here  is  a  beginning  of  the  work  of  God  in  that  heart,  the  foul  being  touched 
with  his  truth,  feeling  it  inwardly,  and  yielding  in  Ibme  measure  to  the 
overcoming  virtue  and  power  of  it. 

But  then  comes  the  fubtil  one,  whofe  defign  and  labour  is  togundermine 
and  overturn  the  work  of  God  in  the  foul ;  and  he  begets  doubts^  and  jea- 
loufies,  and  queftionings,  both  concerning  us,  and  concernii^  the  doArine 
taught  by  us,  to  fuggeft  into  the  mind,,  as  if  it  were  not  (nor  indeed  could 
be)  of  God :  and  fo  bringing  the  difpute  and  determination  into  another 
part  than  where  truth  got  entrance,  he  eafily  fways  the  mind  to  determine 
againll  its  own  former  teeling,  and  to  turn  from  that  work  which  was  begun 
to  be  wrought  in  it  by  God»  and  from  the  worker  alfo.  And  thus  many 
poor  hearts  are  entangled  and  carried  back  into  captivity,  who  began,  to  feel 
the  ftirrings  of  truth  in  their  hearts  (wherein  is  the  power  of  redemption) 
which  would  have  redeemed  them  as  well  as  others^  had  they  received  it  in 
the  love  of  it,  and  became  fubjedt  to  it. 

Oh !  it  is  a  precious  thing  to  receive  from  God  a  fpirit  of  dii^erning,  which 
gives  ability  to  difcern  his  Spirit  from  the  fpirit  of  deceit !  yea^  it  is  impoflible 
to  be  preferved  in  the  right  Spirit  and  way,  but  as  diis  is  felt.  For  how  can 
the  Lord  be  received  in  all  the  motions  and  operations  of  his  Spirit  ?  or  how 
can  the  contrary  fpirit  be  turned  from  in  all  its  fubtil  devices^  twiftings,  and 
reafonings  in  the  mind,  unlefs  there  be  a  difcerning  (in  the  true  light  of  the 
Lord)  what  is  of  the  one  and  what  of  the  other  I 

And  ye  that  would  not  be  deceived,  fink  deep  beneath  the  thoughts, 
reafonings,  and  confultations  of  the  earthly  mind,  that  ye  may  meet  with 
fomewliat  of  the  kingdom  and  power  (which  carries  its  own  evidence  and 
demonfiration  with  it)  and  may  be  gathered  into  it,  and  find  a  fenfo^ 
knowledge,  and  judgment  there,  which  never  was  deceived  nor  can  deceive. 
Know  the  eled  of  God^  which  the  deceits  pais  over  and  cannot  reach ; 
for  its  nature  and  birth  is  beyond  them*  k  came  itom  the  light  of  die 
Father.  It  lives  in  the  light  of  the  Father.  It  fees  in  that  light ;  yea,  there 
its  judgment  and  underftanding  is,  where  deceit  never  had  power  to  enter^ 
But  he  that  oonfiders  as  a  man,  fees  as  a  man,  judges  as  4  man,  qdr* 
ceming  the  things  of  God.  by  what  he  can  gather  out  of  th^  fcripmres,.  or 
conclude  firom  his  own  fenie,  knowledge,  and  experience  he  may  eafily  ttt.\ 
yea»  indeed,  he  is  in  the  way  ot  error  in  fo  doing.   For  the  pure  religion,  the 
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pufe  icnbwledge,  the  right  judgment,  the  living  faitli,  be^^  in  die  power 
and  demonftration  of  the  Sipxii  %  and  thefe  are  its  iimits^  out  of  fleih,  <mt 
of  man,  oat  of  bis  will,  out  of  his  wi^om,  out  of  the  compais  of  Jiis 
compreh^fion*  .And  he  that  pafieth  not  tfade  bounds,  never  meets  wicfi 
the  life,  power,  and  virtue  of  truth.  '  He  maf  meet  wiiik  a  body  of  no* 
tions  ax^ibrmed  knowledge,  wherein  he  may  tell  of  the  fail  of  man,  and 
reftoration  by  Chrift,  and  very  exadly,  according  to  a  literal  delcription ; 
b«it  the  life,  the  true  knowledge,  the  powerlul  virtue  is  another  thing,  and 
is  met  with  in  another  comtry,  whither  man  cannot  travdi,  but  as  he  is 
.ftripped  of  himfelf,  and  new  formed,  made  and  brought  forth  in  another. 

Oh !  therefore,  ye  that  defire  afbr  the  Lord  (that  would  be  his,  that 
would  feel  him  yours,  that  would  know  his  trtith  in  the  life  and  power  of 
it)  wait  for  the  demonftrations  of  his  Spirit ;  learn  to  diftiuffuilfa  inwardly, 
between  his  teachings  from  his  Spirit,  and  the  teachings  of  another  ipirit 
from  the  letter.  For  it  is  fo  indieed :  chat  other  fptrit  wouki  have  taught 
Chrift  io ;  and  he  will  teach  any  elie  ib,  that  will  hearken  to  him.  Now 
lie  that  is  taught  lb,  and  follows  ftich  teachings,  wanders  &om  God,  is  not 
accepted  with  him,  but  follows  that  which  le;ds  from  him,  under  a  pretence 
and  ^pearance  of  leading  to  him.  And  here  hardnefs  and  deadnefs  grow 
and  increafe,  the  foul  being  turned  from  that  which  is  livmg,  and  atone 
able  to  give  life, 

Queft.  But  iwto  $mtf  I  do^  wb^  am  weak  and  full  $f  doubts  and  fearsy  t$ 
hep  in  the  finfi  ^f  tmtb^  and  to  ^ame  to  a  certainty  tiat  I  am  not  deemed 
therein  ? 

Anfw.  To  thee,  who  putieft  this  queftion  in  tii»e  uprightn^fi  and  fimpli- 
city  ef  thy  heart,  I  have  ibmewhat  to  fay. 

'  X.  Mind  how  thou  wafi  tokcbed^  mind  how  thou  waft  reached,  obferw 
what  ear  was  opened  in  thee,  and  breathe  to  the  Lord  to  keep  that  ear  open 
in  thee,  and  the  other  ihut.  For  this  I  can  afiure  thee  in  the  tratbof  GoA^ 
that  with  that  ear  which  the  Lord  opened  to  truth  (which  thoa  felteft  his 
Spirit  unlocking  in  thee,  and  le^ing  in  truth  by)  I  fiiy,  with  that  ear  thou 
fkaXt  never  k»  wle  to  let  in  any  thing  afiierwards  contrary  to  truth.  But  if 
die  enemy  can  open  the  other  ear,  that  will  hear  hk  prejudices,  his  jealou- 
fies,  his  doubts,  his  fears,  his  temptations,  and  let  them  in,  to  thruft  out 
that  which  entered  at  the  other  ear.  Now  ^anft  thou  not  diftinguiih,  O 
poor  foul  (a little  to  help  tjiee)  between  that  which  brought  feme  ienfe  of 
truth  into  diee,  and  that  which  rifeth  m  thee  agaiuft  truth  ?  Oh !  fear  be* 
fofie  the  Lord!  oh !  watch,  and  pray,  that  when  the  tempter  comes,  thou 
cnser  ^not  witJx  lum  infO  die  temptatiiMi,  and  fe  lofe  ^by  unkm  and  -growth 
inufaat 'Which  is  invduable. 

vL.  £eep  thine  eye  and  heart  vpcm  tht  predoufii^s  df  what  thou  felteft. 
Oh !  vemember,  how  ^Ih,  how  warm,  how  Iiving*it  ^fpes  \  bow  it-  readied, 
how  it  overcame)  how  it  melted.    The  remembrance  <£  this  (ckaved  to  in  the 
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mind)  wiH  be  a  ftrepgth  ag'ainft  the  tempttitions  and  fubtil  devices  of  the 
enemy. 

3.  Meddle  not  with  the  things  that  the  emmy  cajis  into  thy  mind.  Coofider 
liot  whether  they*  be  fo  or  no.  He  that  confiders  of  a  temptation  (in  many 
cafes)  hath  let  it  in  and  is  overcome  already.  When  Eve  did  but  hearken 
to  what  the  Serpent  faid,  how  ibon  was  (he  loft  and  gone  i  The  enemy 
many  times  brings  temptations  beyond  the  (late,  capacity  and  ability  of  the 
foul, .  to  determine.  Thefe  things,  at  prefent,  are  too  high  for  thee.  Thou 
baft  not  yet  received  a  proportion  of  life-  from  God  to  determine  them  by ; 
and  if  thou  run  beyond  thy  meafure,  and  determine  things  in ;  thy  mind> 
which  as>  yet  are  beyond  thy  reach,  thou  muft  needs  run  into  the  fnare« 

4.  The  prefent  determining  ef  thefe  things j  would  not  be  of  fo  great  advan^ 
tage  to  tbeey  as  thou  mayefi  apprehend.  Why  fo  ?  Becaufe  the  enemy  hath 
many  temptations  and  devices  of  the  fame  kind  (as  well  as  of  other  kinds) 
which  he  would  bring  one  after  another.  And  when  he  brings  a  fecond,  a 
third,  &f r.  that  which  engaged  thee  to  coniider  of  the  firft,  would  engage 
thee  aUb  to  confider  of  the.  reft.  And  if  thou  couldeft  find  one  aiilwered, 
and  not  the  other,  that  would  appear  to  thee  as  fo  much  the  more  weighty, 
and  thou  wouldft  hardly  be  able  to  efcape  consenting  to  the  tempter  therein. . 
Therefore  the- way  is  to  keep  out  of  him,  in  the  upright  fenfe  of  what  the 
Lord  wrought  in  'thee ;  for  fo  far  he  is  with  thee,  and  abiding  there,  thou 
art  out  of  the  enemy's  reach.  But  being  drawn  by  the  enemy  to  confider 
of  things  that  are  out  of  thy  reach,  thou  therein  layeft  thyfeif  open  to  his 
fnares  and  betray ings.. 

5.  Mind  what  was  forbidden  tbee^  cr  required  of  thee  in  that  time^  when 
thou  feltefi  the  warmth  from  God.  For  there  is  then  an  heavenly  voice,  and 
an  heavenly  vifion  moft  commonly  in  the  heart,  though  the  enemy  turns  the 
mind,  as  much  as  may  be,  from  heeding  it.  There  is  then  oftentimes 
ibmewhat  of  the  worldly  nature  and  courfe  difcovered,  or  fomewhat  of 
God*s  will  made  manifeft  >  ibmewhat  that  thou  doft  (or  haft  done)  which* 
then  thou  feeft  to  be  not  of  the  Father,  but  of  the  world ;  and  fomewhat 
perhaps  of  the  Father,  which  thou  knoweft  thou  oughteft  to  become  fub-- 
jeft  to,  but  thou  art  afraid  of  the  trois,  or  ihame,  or  wouldft  fain  have 
ibme  more  cleamefs  firft.  Oh !  call  this  to  mind  afterwards ;  and  if  ever 
thou  wouldft  receive  life,  and  come  into  union  with  God's  truth,  and  re- 
ceive, his  Spirit  and  power,  and  be  eftablifhed  therein ;  become  obedient  to 
the  heavenly  vifion  1  Confult  not  with  fiefli  and  blood,  but  enter  into  the 
obedience  of  that  very  thing,  which  was  forbkl  or  required,  be  it  little  or 
much.  This  is  the  nght  way,  this  is  that  thy  mind  flaMld  be  exerdfed  in. 
And  if  thy  mind  be  exercifed  faithfully  here,  the  liOrd  ^mH  ibengthen 
thee  ^ainft  the  tempter,  when  he  comes  with  his  temptations  and  fubdl. 
obje^ons.  fiut  if  thou  falter  here,  and  becooie  uiifaithful  in  the  little, 
thou  art  not  like  to  meet  with  more,  no  nor  with  the  prefemttion  of  the 
Lord  in  that  little. .  And  indeed  diis  ia  the  caufe.of  the  mifcarriAge  ^f 
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thany,  becaufe  they  received  not  that  licde  which  was  made  manifeft,  in 
the  love  of  it  \  but  had  pleafure  in  the  unrighteoufners,  and  fo  lingered  in 
pleafing  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  both  in  themfelves,  and  others^-  when  they 
were  called  by  the  Lord  to  quit  it  and  travel  out  of  it. 

6.  Wait  for  the  renewtngs  of  life  ani  fmfi  in  tha  frmn  God ;  wait  for  an- 
other vifit,  wait  for  another  touch  and  ckifionftration  t)f  his  Spirit.  Whei^ 
didil  thou  meet  with  it  ?  Go  thither  again,  wait  there  again,  and  look  up  to 
the  Lord  to  ftay  thy  fpirit  till  he  appear  again. 

But,  oh !  take  heed,  that  before  the  light  arife  again,  before  the  life  fth- 
again,  thou  be  not  gone  (by  hearkening  to  temptations)  into  an  incapacity 
of  knowing  or  receiving  it.  For  this  is  the  way  of  the  Lord,  the  experi- 
enced way :  after  him  (after  the  touches  of  his  truth)  comes  the  tempter 
with  his  reaibnings,  deceits,  likenefies,  &<-.  Now  the  Lord  is  trying  thee, 
•Jiow  thy  heart  wiU  (tick  to  him :  and  if  thou  come  oBf  from  the  temptauion, 
if  thou  ftand  clear  of  the  enemy,  the  Lord  wiH  appear  to  thee  again ; 
ftrengthen  thee,  comfort  thee,  open  more  to  thee,  lead  thee  further  in  the 
way  of  life,  and  nearer  to  the  power  and  purity  thereof:  but  if  thou  draw 
back  from  that,  wherein  the  Lord  began  to  work,  the  Lord^s  foul  hath  no 
pleafure  to  appear  any  further  to  thee,  or  work  any  further  in  thee. 

And  one*  thing  I  will  tell  thee.  If  thou  let  not  in  the  enemy's  tempta- 
tions, but  abide  (under  the  clouds,  under  the  ftorms,  under  the  tempeils, 
under  the  confufed  reafonings,  fears,  doubts,  and  troubles)  looking  to- 
wards the  Lord,  waiting  for  him,  and  not  making  a  league  with  the  ene* 
my  againft  him  in  the  mean  time,  the  Lord  will  certainly  appear ;  and  when 
he  doth  appear,  thou  (halt  find  one  of  thefe  two  efFe£ts. 

Either  the  power  of  the  enemy's  objedions,  or  temptations,  will  be  fo 
broken,  as  thou  (halt  not  then  heed  them ;  or  they  will  be  fo  anfwered  by 
the  appearance  and  light  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  as  thou  (halt  be  (atis- 
fied  about  them.  Now  which  of  thefe  is  the  better  for  thee,  the  Lord  God 
l^nows,  and  that  thou  (halt  be  fure  to  receive  from  him  in  that  hour  •,  nei- 
ther will  he  leave  thee,  but  fecretly  fupport  thee  in  the  mean  time  \  thy  eye 
and  mind  being  towards  him. 

The  light  and  power  of  the  Lord,  when  it  aiifeth,  fcatters  and  breaks 
that  intx>  pieces  in  the  mind,  which  was  very  powerRjl  before ;  (b  as  the 
foul  doth  not  now  (b  much  as  mind  the  confidering  or  knowing  of  that, 
which  the  enemy  had  made  it  believe  was  {o  neceffary  for  it  to  know.  For 
mark ;  that  which  caufeth  me  to  grow,  is  the  feeling  of  life,  the  fenfe  of 
the  Lord's  prelence  and  power  with  me,  the  living  knowledge,  the  know- 
ledge which  quickens,  and  gives  life.  Now,  when  the  life  fprings,  when 
the  light  (hines,  when  the  Lord  in  the  power  and  precious  vifitations  of  hb 
truth,  ffiuiheth  to  my  heart,  this  is  prefent  with  me.  Then  what  matter  [ 
thofe  obje6Hons  and  prejudices,  which  the  enemy  cafts  into  my  mind  ? 
Nay,  I  cannot  heed  therii,  being  taken  up  with  another  thing  of  a  deeper 
nature.    Thus  have- 1  often  found  it  by  tx^ntncz  \  all  that  troubled  me, 
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mnd  that  I  doubted  of,  vanifhing  in  a  moment ;  that  being  prdent  witfii 
me,  and  prevailing  in  me,  which  puts  an  end  to  all  thoughts^  reafoning$^ 
and  difputc*. 

Again,  it  plcafeth  the  Lord  at  other  times  (when  he  feeth  good)  to  opcit 
the  mind,  and  let  it  into  the  fight  of  thofe  things  (it  wnting  upon  him^ 
VkI  letting  them  alone  his  ieafbn)  whic^h  of  itfelf  it  could  never  have  waded 
through.  Thus  alio  have  I  feen  the  objections,  and  ftumbling-blocks  con« 
cerping  this  precious  people  (who  afe  of  God,  as  the  firft  fruits  of  hi* 
powerful  vifitation  aifter  the  apoftafy);  concerning  their  principle,  way^, 
do6lrine,  praftices,  iSc.  opened  unto  nde  in  the  clear  light  of  God,  and  in  the 
holy  demonftratbns  of  his  Spirit ;  infomuch  as  I  have  manifeftly  feen,  and 
been  fully  fatisfieti,  that  what  was  obgefted  in  my  own  heart,  and  is  obje6ted 
to  in  the  hearts  of  others,  hath  been  from  the  iubtil  accufer  of  the 
brethren,  who  beareth  falfe  witnefs  againft  (hem,  and  would  draw  as  manf 
as  he  can  to  partake  in  his  falfe  teftimony,  and  fo  alfo  to  become  falfe  wit-- 
neflfes  a^inft  God,  his  truth  and  people.  Therefore  beware,  all  ye  that 
defife  sJter  the  Lord,  and  w6uld  meet  with  the  rell  and  fatisl^ion  of 
your  fouls  in  him,  how  ye  be  prejudiced  againft  that,  whereby  God  workcth 
m  others,  and  whereby  he  hath  appointed  to  work  in  you,  and  all  whom  he 
woi-kcth  in.  For  he  hath  fent  his  Son  to  give  life,  and  he  will  not  give  life 
by  another.  And  he  hath  appointed  his  Son  (hall  be  received  as  a  princi*^ 
pie,  as  a  feed  of  life,  though  as  little  as  a  grain  of  muftard-feed ;  yet  thus 
muft  he  be  received  •,  and  in  this  his  bw  appearance  hath  he  the  prefence 
of  God  with  him,  and  his  power  and  authority ;  and  what  he,  this  little 
feed  (though  ever  fo  little)  requires,  teaches,  forbids,  &fr.  muft  be  obfcrv- 
ed.  But  there  is  none  upon  the  earth  can  own  or  fubmit  to  this,  but  he 
that  becomes  a  cl\ild  alfo  •,  yea,  a  very  little  chikl.  Man*s  fpirit,  man's 
wifHom,  man's  knowledge,  man's  religion,  man's  zeal,  (Sc.  is  too  big  to 
enter  here.  Men  are  too  wife,  too  knowing,  too  rich  from  fcriptures  and 
experiences  to  fubmit  to  this  %  as  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  were  to  fubmit  to 
Chrift's  appearance,  do£l:rines,  and  preachings,  when  he  appeared  among 
them  in  that  body  of  flefti.  Therefore  come  into  the  true  feeling,  out  of  the 
dead  knowledge  into  the  living  fenfe,  where  life,  power,  righteoulhefs, 
yea,  the  peace  and  joy  of  the  kingdom,  is  tafted  of,  and  in  fome  meafure 
witnefled  by  thofe,  who  bow  down  in  fpirit  before  the  leaft  or  lowcft  name 
or  appearance  of  Jefus ;  the  loweft  degree  and  meafure  of  whofe  life  is 
King  and  Lord  over  death  for  ever. 
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All  OBJECTION  againft  tlie  Principle,  whick 
itl  Faithftilne^  to  God,  and  in  Lc^  to  Sauls,  we 
bear  witnefs  tb  i  briefly  atilwered. 
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ANT  d^  Mi^v^  €nd  in  thai  tiUef  ^  oijtfi  fgah^  if.Oafk 
_  is  a  naiurdl  principU^  and  but  a  naiutai  priruifii:  aiui  fa^  ur 
k^  uimdft  impmvemmt^  m$U  ledd  iu$  fo  ibefia^  of  Adanis  ncSMrt^  Md  mt  U 
tbi  redxmfiion  and  ne^Jife^^  'wbkh  i$  in  and  if  y$Jm  CJbf^. 
*  Afffw.  I  can  grant  ttiat  it  is  Aatural^  in  a  fenTe  i  but  not  in  ttie  iatendcd 
fenfe.  It  is  a  principle  indeed  of  God's  nature,  of  Cbrift*s  nature;  but 
not  of  man's  nattiit.  It  is  that  which  ftands  a  wicneis  in  man*  a^ainft  hinn 
iKrhen  ht  falb  and  traJBiigrefles.  b  is  a  light  indeed  that  fhines  iii  his  con* 
iiiiencc  i  but  it  was  befpre  his  coi^deACe  Was^  and  is  of  an  higher  nanue. 
Man  is  earthly  Cwith  his  underftanding,  knowledge^  reafon,  judgmeiki 
confciehce)  *,  but  ^  Ught  that  Ihines  in  him  {even  in  Us  dark«  hard,  m- 
regenerate^  earthly  heart)  is  heavenly  \  fuch  as  his  darknels  camioc  compre- 
hend, thou^  it  fliine  in  his  darkndk  But  wouldft  thou '  in  true  under- 
ftanding  know  what  it  is  ?  Fed  it  i  cotne  out  of  that  darkne&  where  it 
finds  thee,  into  that  fight  where  it  -dwells,  and  then  diou  wik  kfiow  it  in- 
deed, and  be  able  to  judge  of  it  better.  Now  I  will  tell  thee  how  «e 
kAow  it  to  be  the  light  of  the  new  covenant.  Why  thus :  Becaufe  we  fiad 
It  difcover  to  tfs  the  new  c36venai!M:,  and'  lead  us  into  it  i  yea  M^  ibew  us 
the  fins  s^atnll  die  liew  covenant,  ^tid  furnifli  us  with  power  from  God 
iigainft  them,  and  preferve  us  oul:  of  them.  And  with  this  demonftr^itbn 
indeed,  our  hearts  are  fatisfied ;  though  we  could  alfo  fay  furtlier,  wc  have 
^Kritnefies,  both  in  hieaven  and  in  earth,  concerning  this  thing,  whole  tefti- 
mony  fully  conchideth  it,  to  the  full  &tisfa£):ion  of  the  fovd,  where  k  is 
hcaid  and  felt. 
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Some  Questions  and  Answers  con.* 

cemtng  the  New  Covenant  5  opening  the  Nature,  and 
Way  of  it,  as  it  is  experimentally  felt  in  the  Heart, 
and  witneiied  to  in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

* 

Qycft.  I.  WTff^^  i^  '*^  ^^  Covenant? 

yV  Anfw.  It  is  a  new  agreement  between  God  and  the 
foul,  difierent  from  that  former  agreement,  which  was  between  God  and 
that  people  of  die  Jews,  It  is  a  predous  glorious  covenant,  containing 
precious  promifes  on  God*s  part,  ana  as  eafily  to  be  obt^ned  on  the  crea- 
ture's part  as  can  poffibly  be.  It  is  a  covenant  of  the  eternal  love  of  God  9 
t)f  life,  peace,  and  reft  to  the  foul ;  of  the  power  of  die  Lord  ftretched 
out  for  the  foul,  to  deliver  it  from  Egypt ;  carry  through  the  wildemefs  ^ 
bring  into  the  Holy  Land ;  giviAg  it  its  proper  pofiefiion  and  inheritance 
there ;  and  maintaining  it  therein  againft  all  its  enemies.  Yea,  this  cove- 
*  nant  contains  very  precious  things,  which  the  (bul  finds  great  need  of,  and 
rcjoiccth  in  the  fenie  and  prefencc  of,  when  they  are  f(?lt  flowing  from  the 
covenant  into  h  -,  as  writing  the  laws  of  God  in  the  heart,  putung  his  fear 
in  the  inward  parts  •,  yea,  putting  his  own  Spirit  whhin,  to  t)c  a  fountain  of  * 
life  and  ftrength  there,  whereby  be  caufeth  the  foul  to  walk  in  his  ways,, 
and  prefcrveth  it  fi^m  departing  from  him.  Ukewife  in  this  covenant 
God  becomes  the  teacher,  who  createth  in  the  foul  a  capacity  to  learn,  and 
raufeth  it  to  heed  and  profit.  And  in  this  covenant  there  is  a  forgiving  of 
iniquity,  and  a  remembering  of  fins  no  more,  but  a  deftroying  and  rooting 
out  of  that  which  caufed  to  fin,  and  an  healing  of  the  backflidings  of  the 
foul,  and  a  loving  it  freely, 

X^ueft.  2.  How  is  ihis  covenant  made  with  the  foul? 

Anfw.  In  Chrift  the  feed,  who  is  aU  in  this  covenant.  He  is  the  light 
of  it ;  he  is  the  life  of  it  •,  he  Ls  the  power  of  it ;  he  is  the  righteoufnefs 
and  fan£tificatbn  of  it.  By  coming  mto  him,  the  foul  comes  into  this  co- 
venant ;  by  abiding  in  him,  it  abides  in  this  covenant^  and  by  growing  up 
in  him,  it. grows  up  in  this  covenant. 

Qurfl.  3.  Is  this  an  abfolutely  free  covenant?  or  are  there  aty  terms  or  .con- 
ditions required  of  the  foul  in  it  ? 

Anfw.  It  is  abfolutely  free  in  its  own  nature.  It  comes  from  the  free 
love  of  God,  it  contains  in  it  the  free  love  of  God,  it  is  freely  offered  to 
all  to  whom  it  is  offered,  it  is  freely  given  to  all  to  whom  it  is  given.  Here 
is  no  price,  nothing  of  the  creature's  required  for  it  ^  all  that  Is  required,  is 
the  creature's  receiving  of  it  and  giving  up  to  God  in  it.    And  here,  tind 
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after  this  manner,  many  things  are  required  of  the  creature^  without  which 
the  creature  can  never  come  to  receive  the  covenairty  abide  in  it,  or  rrap 
the  bleffings  contained  therein.  This  the  fcriptures  abundantly  teftify  to ; 
as  alfo  the  experiences  of  thofe  who  know  and/feel  t;his  nature  and  virtue  of 
the  covenant. 

Queft.  4.  What-  things  are  required  in-  this  c§vefumt'  auorMng  to  thefcrif^ 
turesy  and  according  to  the  experiences  of  thofe  that  enter,  hitoity^and  reap  the 
fruits  and  benefits  ^ it? 

Anfw.  I.  This  is  required^  thart  when  the  Lpnf  calli,  wifen  tKe  Lord: 
quickens,  when  the  Lord  toucheth  the  heart,  openeth  the  ear,  giveth  a 
faculty  and  ability  of  hearing,  that  then  the  Lprd  be  hearkened  diligentl; 
unto,  the  ear  (.which  he  hath  opened)  kept  open  to  him,  and  that  that 
whereby  he  openeth  the  one  ear  and  Ihuts  the  other  be  kept  cbfe  ro,  and 
he  waited  upon  therein;  the  true  ear  may  be  more  and. more  opened  by 
him,  and  the  other  ear  (which  is  apt  to  hearken  to -and  let  in  the  enemy) 
more  and  more  fhut.  Who* is  there  among  us  that  hath,  not  felt  the  Lord 
God  requiring  this  of  .us?.  Wherein,  as  he  hath  been  anfwered,  the  work 
of  God  hath  gone  on  in  us ;  and  as  he  hath  not  been  anfwered, ,  the  work 
hath  gone  backward,  and^not  forward..  And  the  fcripture  bears  witnefs  to 
the  fame,,  as  Ifai.  \v.  i,  2,  3.  where  the  free  covenant  is  proclaimed;  yet 
there  is  fomewhat  even  there  required.  Hearken  diligently :  come  and  eat  ye 
that  which,  is  goody  and  let  your  foul  delight  itfelf  in  fathefs.  Incline  your  eat 
and  come  unto  me  ^^  hear^  and  your  fouls  fhall  live  y  and  LwiU.  make  an  everlofi- 
ing  covenant  witbyou^  even  the  fur  e  mercies  of  Davids 

2.  Repentance  is  required,  turning  from  the  old  unclean  nature  and 
ipirit,  and  touching  it  no  more ; .  but  cleaving  to  that  which  hath  power 
againft  it,  and  preferveth  from  it.  This  alio  is  felt  and  wkneiled  to  be  re.- 
quired  of  God  now,  and  was  alfo  teftified.  to  of  old,  as  2  Cor.  vi.  ijy  18. 

.  uouch  not  the  unclean  things  and  I  will  receive  yoUj  and  will  be  a  father  unto 
yoUy  andyefhall  be  myfons  and  daughter Sy  faith  the  Lord  Almighty. 

3.  Faith, ,  believing  the  teftimony  of  truth,  and  receiving  the  Spirit'js 
baptifm,  is  required.  He  that  will  enter  into  this  covenant,  muft  be- 
lieve the  teftimony  of  the  gofpel  (the  record  of  God  concerning  his  Son) 
with  the  faith  whicK  is  of  him,  and  muft^becircumcifed,  baptized,  renewed 
and  changed  by  him.  Now  he  that  doth  this  (hall  be  faved,  as  Chrift  pro- 
mifed,  Mark  xvi.  \,  but  he  with  whom  is.  the  power  of  life  and  falvadon 
did  not  promife  that  any  ihould  be  faved  otherwife. 

4*  Obedience  of  the  gofpel,.  Tubjc<ftion  to  Chrift  in  the  rule  of  his  Spirit, 
and  keeping  of  his  commandments,  is  required.  For  as  the  firft  covenant 
required  the  obedience  proper  to  it ;  fo  the  fecond  covenant  requires  the 
obedience  proper  to  it.  And  as  there  was  no  falvation,  or  ftanding  in  the 
firft  covenant,  without  the  obedience  thereof;  fo  neither  in  the  fecond, 
without  the  obedience  thereof.  He  that  will  enjoy  the  peace^  the  rigbte- 
ouihcf$>  the  jufiificadoD)  the  lifc^  the  power  of  this  covenant,  muft  live  in 
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l£c  Spiritt  w^  m  the  Spirit,  fulfil  the  will  of  the  Spirit ;  kdep  to  the  feed, 
keep  to  the  anointing,  that  the  evil-one  touch  him  not  \  that  the  inter- 
rupter, the  flayer,  the  deftroyer  of  life  in  the  heart,  have  not  power  over 
him,  as  he  hath  over  any  out  of  the  limits  of  this  covenant.  For  within  it 
are  all  the  good,  but  without  it  the  evil  things,  the  dangers,  the  tempta* 
tions,  the  mares,  the  death  and  deftru&ion  of  the  fouU  &nd  whoever  wan- 
iders  out  of  the  covenant,  cannot  but  meet  with  them,  and  acknowledge  it 
to  be  fo,  if  he  be  in  the  true  fenfe.  Therefore  there  muft  be  a  great  care 
to  abide  in  that  which  hath  gathered,  in  that  which  hath  quickened,  in  that 
.which  giveth  the  true  fenfe  and  underftandins,  and  keepeth  out  of  the 
wrong.  ,  How  tender,  how  free  was  the  love  orChrift  to  his  difciples !  yet 
he  bids  them  abide  in  his  love,  and  tells  them  how  they  fliould  do  it :  If  ye 
'  keep  my  cinmiumiments^  yefiaU  abide  in  wy^  love^  even  as  I  have  kept  my  Fa^ 
therms  commandments^  and  abide  in  bis  love. 

'    Queft. .  5^  But  bovojhall  the  foul  be  able  to  perform  all  tbofe  tbings?  Are  tbey 
nepiired.  of  it  in  its  ownftrengtb^  or  dotb  Godunderteka  to  perform  and  work  ' 
all  in  it? 

Anfw.  Not  at  all  in  its  own  fti^ngth,  will^  or  wifdon^  (the(e  are  eternally 
ihut  out  of  this  covenant) ;  but  in  thot  ftrength, .  life,  and  power,  which 
flows  from  God  in  tlie  covenant. 

Quell.  6.  How  Jbdl  the  foul  receive  this  ftrengtbj  liftj  and:  power? 
Anfw.  By  embracing  it  as  it  comes,  cleaving  to  it,  panting  after  it,  pa- 
tiently mourning  and  waiting  fi^r  it.     (The  vifion  of  good  will  come  to 
that  foul  ia  the  Lord's  feafon,  and  will  not  tarry).     By  not  defpifing  the 
little,  and  looking  after  more  before  the  little  be  received,  but  thankfully 
entertaining  the  beginnings  of  life,  the  beginnings  pf  the  holy  inftrucr 
tions, ,  the  firft  drawings  from  off  the  fpirit  and  nature  of  this  world,  in 
whatever  it  be.    He  that  difputes  not  concerning  the  thing,  but  receives  it 
jufl  as  it  appears,  inafimplicity  and  uprightnefs,  watching. thereto,  he  (hall 
be  blefled  of  the  Lord,  and  meet  with  the  defire  of  his  foul  in  the  Lofd*s 
feaibn,  when  the  Lord^  hath  fitted  and  prepared  his  heart  for  it.    Now  this 
is  fo  little  and  ftrait  a  door,  fo  poor  and  low  a  beginning,,  as  the  wifdom  of 
man  can  never  enter  at  it ;  and  if  there  (hould  be  a  little  entrance  in  the 
overcoming  power  of  life,  yet  that  wifdom  will  drive  the  foul  back  again 
prcfently.    Let  me  know  the  dodrine  firft,  faith  the  wife  man  5  I  will  tint 
derftand  the  doctrine  thoroughly  before  I  will  change  my  prelent  way* 
No,  faith*  Chrift,  He  that  doth  bis.  will  fhall  know  of  the  doSrine.     Thou 
jhalt  know  a  litde,  which  will  reach  to  thy  heart.    There  thou  muft  begin ; 
and  being  faithful  there^  thou  (halt  know  further  of  thedodrine  •,  but  be- 
ing unfaithful  there,  thou  mayeft  be  ftumbled  and  prejijdiced  againft  the 
doftrinc,  but  never  be  able  to  know  it.     Oh !  the  myftery  of  life !  Oh ! 
the  hidden  path  thereof,  which  none  can  learn  but  thole  whom  the  Father 
teacheth !  But  many  think  to  learn  in  that,  which  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be, 
ihut  out.    If  Chrift  would. laj^  his  do&rinc. before  them,  and  make  it  gpod 
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to  theif  underitAnding^  they  ifft>uld  ttceii^e  it    No,  no;  diejr  mis^  bow  tt 
Chriil,  to  his  name,  to  hit  power,  to  his  will,  to  his  way  t£  mamfeftiiig 
his  truth  \  he  will  not  bow  to  theirs. 
Queft.  7.  IVbai  are  ibi  Jim  4gMmft  this  ^wmani^  md  «htf  i^effs  baiw 

ikey?  - 

Anffi9.  The  fins  a^inft  this  covenant  tire  diiefly  unbelief  m  tke  power^ 
and  dtfbbedience  DO  the  power,  which  are  of  a  deeper  nature  diaa  die  itni 
againft  the  firft  covenant,  and  ha^re  more  dangerous  eflS^ds.  The  refufing 
of  thift  cov^^naht  is  more  dangerous  than  the  refufing  the  covoiaAt  of  Mo^ 
fes.  And  the  breaking  of  this  covenant ;  to  wit,  the  ftarting  back  from 
God  (thnMigh  an  heart  of  unbelief)  here,  is  more  dangerous  than  the 
breaking  of  the  firft  covenant. 

Queft.  8.  iViy^  <an  tbis^  covenant  he  broken  ?  Hath  not  God  uniirtnkon  oB 
in  it  ? 

Anfm^  It  i^  an  agreement  between  God  and  the  Ibul,  wherein  things  are 
required  ef  the  ibul,  through  the  life  and  ftrength  which  flows  fiom  die 
covenant.  And  the  foul  may  hearken  to  the  enemy,  and  not  to  the  Lord  \ 
may  wi^  a^  the  flefli,  and  not  after ^the  Spirit;  may  kift  after  high 
kno^edge,  and  hidden  tilings  of  the  kingdom,  as  they  of  old  did  tfter 
prying  into  the  ark ;  may  draw  back  from  the  Lord  in  diofe  re^pe£te  wbeie* 
in  it  had  given  up  unto  niAi,  f£<.  'Now  thefe,  and  fudi-Uke,  ate  breaches 
C3if  the  oov«enant ;  or  at  4eaft  fach  fins  «gainft  it  as  draw  4own  judgoaents 
upon  tlie  focA  aft  prefent,  and  at  laft  utter  dfting  off,  unleTs  vbt  foid  be 
broi^lht  back  krj  the  judgments  into  die  agreement  «gaiti  with  dbe  Lord  hi 
truth  and  uprightnds.  k  is  true,  the  Lwd  dodi  all  in  the  covenant  ac- 
cordH^  to  hfs^oodpletffme-,  but  withfl[l,  he  hath  a^poin^l  a  way  of  his 
WOfiking  out  the  life  and  Imppinefs  of  the  foul,  to  which  it  is  his  ^aod 
{iledfore  to  keep.  And  his  way  is  Cbrift,'his  feed.  Hence  all  the  love,  mercy, 
care,  «nd  tendernefs  *of  Ood  flows.  Hither  is  the  foul  to  ^ome  for  it  •,  and 
here  tSie  foul  is  to  abide,  t*hat  it  may  enjoy  and  pofiefs  k.  8ut  if  «he  •enennr 
can  by  any  means  4raw  the  foul  out  from  hence,  ^he  'drawTS  it  fromifcs  Uk 
and  ^rengt^,  and  ^from  the  fweet  bldltngs  and  inikiences  «f  the  haty  ^sA 
free  covenant.  Now  the  Lord  hath  not  given  {)ower  to  the  enemy  to  ibroe 
from  hence;  but  he  gives  power  to  the  foul  to  abide  with  htm  here ;  and  in 
the  hour  of  diftr^fs,  if  it  cry  to  him,  he  hdps  the  hclplo^,  and  lifts  up  a 
ftandard  agsdnft  ^the  enemy. 

Now  all  that  define  the  fweetnefe  of  this  covemmt,  the  life,  the  virtue, 
the  bkfTmgs  'of  it,  oh !  w£Ht  to  feel  and  veceiveibmewhat  from*God,  and  in 
that  to  fear  before  him,  and  walk  worthy  c£  >him,  and  not  to  giieve  or 
provide  his  Spirit.  Por  he  haiih  the  power  of  fife  and  death  in  his  hand, 
and  Whom  he  will  he  may  have  fufficient  i:aufe  agamft,  to  turn  from  and 
cut  oflFwhen  he  pleafeth ;  and  whom  he  will  he  may  extend  mercy  to,  at 
far  and  as  long  as  he  pleafeth  5  for  it  is  his  own,  and  he  may  do  what  he 
win  with  it.    Only  know  t^s,  God  is  love ;  God  is  bowels,  infinite  bowebi 

yea. 


concerning  the  ^em  CtPQtfumt^  j^5 

yea,  his  tendernefs  is  beyond  imagination  or  comprehenfioHt  Md  he  hates 
putting  away,  Tlie  poor  mourning  fouls  that  cry  unto  him>  feeling  their 
need  of  him,  and  galping  after  him,  he  cannot  caftoff;  no»  nor  any  that 
come  unto  him  in  the  truth  of  their  hearts*:  but  the  wife,  the  confident^ 
the  conceited,  from  tlaeir  apprehenfions  of  fcriptures,  that  think  themfelves 
fafe  by  virtue  of  the  coven^t,  and  yet  are  enen^ies  in  their  minds  to  the 
light  of  the  covenant,  thefe  are  out  of  the  thing  at  prefent  (in  their  own 
imaginings  and  conceivings),  and  are  in  the  moft  dangier  of  any  I  know. 
The  Lord  in  mercy  caufe  his  light  to  (hlne,  his  life  to  arife,  his  power  to 
be  manifeft,  and  thereby  lead  into,  and  preferve  in^  his  everlafiing  <^vcr 
iiantt  according  to  his  good  pleafure.  Jmen. 


A  Question  or  Two,  relating  to  Election,  anfwcred 


Queft.  i>T  T  O  fF'  may  a  man  make  bis  calling  and  ele£li(mjkre ? 
Anfwer^  J[  I   By  making  Chrill  fure  to  him,  in  whom  the  calling  and 
deftion  is  \  tat  the  Lord  chufeth  only  in  him,  and  reiufeth  or  reprobateth 
only  out  of  him. 

Queft.  2.  How  may  I  make  Cbrsftfure  tome? 

Anjw.  By  receiving  him,  giving  up  to  him,  parting  with  all  for  him, 
and  waiting  upon  him  m  the  way  and  padi  of  life,  tin  I  feel  the  power  of 
that  broken  in  me  which  woukl  feparate  from  him.  For  what  danger  is 
chetie  then,  when  the  ibul  is  naturally  become  the  Lord's,  rooted  in  his 
k>ve,  circumcifed  in  heart  to  love  thCvLord  above  all,  even  with  the  whole 
heart  and  foul  ?  Certainly  the  k>ve  of  the  Lord  cannot  but  flow  in  great 
ftrength  to  that  ibul,  and  what  can  come  between  ?  But  now,  while  thene  i^ 
fomewhat  ungiven  up,  fomewhat  yet  Handing,  in  which  the  enemy  hath  a 
part,  and  by  which  be  may  enter,  the  ftate  of  that  foul  is  not  fiilly  fure  ^ 
but  there  may  be  a  gping  back  from  the  living  life  into  that  wherein  is  the 
perdition  and  deftru£tion  of  the  foul ;  and  whoever  goes  thither,  meets  with 
perdition  and  deftru&ion,  fo  far  as  he  travels  that  way.  For  in  the  path  pjf 
death  thete  is  death,  which  is  met  with  by  all  that  enter  into,  and  walk 
therein  ;  as  in  the  padi  of  life  ther«  is  life.  God  is  no  reipedker  of  peijbns; 
but  he  is  a  reQ)e£fcer  of  his  feed,  and  of  his  eternal  covenant  of  life,  which 
ftands  firm  in  his  feed  iox  ever.  Here  is  life  for  every  feul  that  feels  thp 
drawings  of  the  Father,  and  comes  to  has  Son  for  J^e,  and  abides  in  him ; 
and  there  is  death  fer  ev^ry  ibul  diat  cooies  not  to  ttus,  and  departs  from 
this  through  the  heart  of  unbelief.  So  the  way  of  God  is  eternal  and  im- 
mutable; he  cannot  deny  himfelf.  He  that  believeth  in  the  Son,  hath 
life ;  he  that  believeth  not,  is  in  the  death  and  condemnadon  which  be- 
bngs  to  the  unbelief.    Now  woukUt  thou  knaw  thy  clcdaon*  wsut  to  know 
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andd?ftinguifli  between  Jacob  and  Efati,  Ifaac  and  Iftraiael,  nn  thyfelfi  Jbr 
they  were  outward  figures,  and  allegories  of  fomewhat  inward.  Feel  Efau, 
the  profane- one;  Iffamael,  the  feoflfer-at  thc'wifdorti,  way,  and  feed  of  God : 
ftel,  I  fay,  thcfe  (that  are  caft  off  by  Godycaft  oufof  thee ;  and  then  feel 
Ifaac,  the  feed  of  the  promife ; 'Jacob,  the  plain  birth  of  life,  raifed  up 
in  thee,  living  in  thee,  and  thou*  in  it.  And  then  thou  fedleft  the  eledtion^ 
tind  art  in  the  cleftion.  And  as  his  feed  is  fore  to  thee,  and  thy  union 
with  it,  and  ftahding  and  abiding  in  it  fure,  'fo  thy  eleftion  is  fure.  Elec- 
tion is* a  deep  myftcry,  and  none  Can  read  the  fcriptures  about  it  (which  in- 
"deed  are  hard  tabeunderftood,  but  eafy  to  be  wrefted)  but  they  that  under- 
ftand  the  thing ;  that  can  real  in  the  feed,  life,  power,  and  openings  d[ 
the  Spirit  t)f  the  Lord,  they  read  things  as  they  are ;  but  other  men  only 
fead  things  as  they  apprehend  and>  conceive  them  to  be.  So  that  the  know*- 
ledge  that  God  hath  given  his  people  is  above  all  the  knowledge  that  can 
be  fearched  out,  gathered,  or  comprehended  by  all  the  men  upon  the  earth.; 
whereby  they  know  God  better,  the  things  of  God  better,  the  words  and 
fcriptures, of  truth  better,  than  they  themfclvcs  otherwife  (or  any  elfe)  could 
poffibly  attain  to. 


.*j-^ 


A  Question  aniwered  concerning  the  Ground  of  Mens 
mifunderftanding  and  wrefting  of  Scriptures. 

'Qucft.  WJ  HAJ*  is  the  ground  of  mens  mifunderftanding  and  wreftir^of 
VV  fcriptures^ 
Anftv.  I.  Want  of  acquaintance  with  God's  Spirit,  and  the  right  way  of 
waiting  upon  him  to  receive  the  underftanding  of  them.  For  though  men 
may  go  thus  far,  as  to  know  and  confefs  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  the 
only  r^vealcr  of  the  things  of  God,  and  the  alone  right  interpreter  of  his 
own  words ;  yet  that  man,  who  thus  confcfleth,  may  not  certainly  and  dit 
'findbly  know  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  when  he  receiveth  the  interpre- 
tation of  a  fcripture  from  him,  or  when  from  his  Underftanding,  or  a 
ipirit  that  is  contrary  to  him.  For  there  is  another  fpirit  near  man,  whofe 
nature,  work,  and  delight  is  to  caufe  man  to  mifunderftand,  and  mif-walk 
by  the  very  fcriptures ;  and  will  bring  things  as  warmly,  and  (as  it  were) 
clearly  to  him,  as  he  can  from  fcriptures,  pufpbfely  to  deceive  and  mif- 
•lead  him.  Now  he  that  hugs  and  receives  every  thing  that  thus  rifeth  in 
him,  eafily  runs  into,  and  is  furely  caught  in  the  fnare  of  the  enemy. 
Therefore  a  man  muft  watch,  and  wait,  and  fear,  and  pray  that  he  may 
diftinguifc  between  the  nature  and  voices  of  Ipirits  in  himfclf,  that  fo  he 
may  know  (in  the  light  of  the  Lord)  when  the  Lord  fpeaks,  and  alfo  when 
the  myfterious  fpirit  of  deceit  foivts  to  ipeak  like  the  Lord.    Now  man 
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cannot  know  this  of  himfelf ;  but  as  he  is  taught  by  the  Lord,  at  the  very 
dtne  when  the  fnare  comes :  and  he  muft  not  determine  haftily ;  but  wait 
to  feel  that  wherein  the  Lord  appears  and  fpeaks  to  him,  and  wherein  the 
enemy  cannot  fpeak.  Thus  feeling  the  birth  of  life  in  his  heart,  the  feed 
which  is  of  the  Father,  which  hath  an  car  that  knows  the'  voice  of  the 
Shepherd,  and  finking  into  this,  and  liflening  in  this  (out  of  his  own  thoughts^ 
rcafonings,  and  whole  courfe  of  his  own  wifdom),  he  alfo  hath  his  ear  opened 
to  hear  the  true  voice,  and  findeth  ability  here  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the 
.  voice  of  the  ftranger,  let  him  counterfeit  ever  fo  deceitfully.  For  the  eye 
of  the  Lord,  the  eye  of  truth,  the  eye  of  life,  the  eye  of  the  Spirit,  pierce- 
eth  through,  and  difcovereth  all  deceits  to  the  foul  that  feareth  before  him« 
diligently  waiteth  upon  him  in  his  feed,  and  defireth  to  walk  faithfully 
therein. 

2.  Want  of  acquaintance  with  God^s  truth  in  the  love,  life,  and  power  of 
it.  For  he  that  knows  truth,  that  hath  received  from  God  the  thing  the 
fcriptures  fpeak  of,  how  eafy  is  it  to  him  to  underftand  the  words  that  fpeak 
of  that  thing  ?  Bui^  he  who  hath  the  knowledge  of  the  thing  but  from 
the  words,  how  eafy  is  it  for  him  to  mifunderftand  the  words  ?  As  for  in- 
(lance:  he  whom  God  hath  juflified,  he  who  hath ^ received  the  righteouf-' 
nefs  of  the  Son,  he  who  daily  fecleth  the  blood  of  iprinkling,  (^c.  ho^ 
eafy  and  natural  is  it  unto  him  to  underftand  the  words  of  fcripture,  which 
fjpeak  of  thefe  things  ?  But  he  that  hath  not  received  this,  nor  thus  knoweth 
the  thing,  how  eafy  is  it  for  him  to  mifunderftand  the  words  -,  and  fo,  from 
mifunderftanding  of  the  words,  to  let  up  another  ri^hteoufnefs  for  the 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  than  that  which  the  Spirit  of  God  intcndeth  in  the 
fcriptures  ? 

*  3.  The  opinions,  apprehcnGons,  ways,  and  pradtices  of  men,  which  they 
have  taken  up  in  the  dark,  and  in  which  their  minds  are  engaged,  are  a 
great  lett  in  their  way  from  the  right  underftanding  of  fcriptures,  or  the 
tcftimony  of  truth  from  others  according  to  the  fcriptvfres.  For  there  hath 
been  a  cbudy  and  dark  day,  or  a  great  night  of  darknefs  upon  the  earth, 
wherein  the  light  (which  leadeth  to  the  foul's  reft)  hath  not  fliined  clearly 
in  mens  fpirits ;  and  fo  in  this  cloudy  darknefs  men  have  wandered  from 
mountain  to  hill,  feeking  their  refting-place.  Now  fo'me  have  fixed  and 
pitched  on  one  mountain,  fome  on  another ;  fome  on  one  hill,  fome  on  an> 
other,  faying,  here  is  the  refting-place.  So  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
comes  and  cries,  Depart  ye^  depart  ye  \  this  is  not  your  refting-place^  for  it  is 
polluted 'y  they  cannot  hear.  Why  fo?  Becaufc  they  have  already  be- 
lieved otherwife,  ahd  in  that  belief  took  it  up  i^r  cheir  reft  •,  and  fo  cannot 
rightly  underftand  or  believe  thofe  fcriptures,  or  thofe  living  teftimonies 
from  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  which  declare  it  not  to  be  fo ;  but  arc  ready  to 
wreft  the  one,  and  reproach  the  other. 
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Some  QUESTIONS/ANSWERS,  and  QUERIES, 
•   concerning  Deceit  and  Deceivers;   as  wliat  they 
are,  what  dilcovers  them,  how  Man  may  come  out 
of  them,  and  be  preferved  from  them,  ^r. 


IN  the  truth  there  is  no  deceit ;  and  they  that  are  in  the  truth,  are  out 
of  the  deceit ;  and  abiding  there,  are  out  of  the  reach  of  deceivers  :  but 
they  that  are  out  of  the  truth,  are  in  the  deceit  already,  and  are  liable  daily 
more  and  more .  both  to  be  further  deceived,  and  to  help  tor.  deceive 
others. 

Queft.  I.  What  is  deceit y  and  who  are  deceivers? 

Anfw.  That  which  appeareth  like  truth,  but  is  not  •,  that  is  deceit :  and. 
they  which  are  in  a  form  of  godlinefs,  but  aire  without  the  Spirit,  life,  and. 
power  of  ir,  they  arc  deceivers. 

Queft.  2.  Wh)  are  mofi  liable  U  deceit  ? 

Anfw.  The  fimple,  the  heedlefe, .  the  carelefs^  the  credulous ;  thofe  that 
wait  not  upon  the  Lord  in  the  light,  power,  and  demonftration  of  his  Spirit, 
to  try  things  \  thefe  (with  good  words  and  fair  ipeeches,  and  appearances  of 
things)  are  eafily  led  afide  from  the  truth  itfelf  into  fome  likenefs  or  re- 
femblance  of  it. 

Queft.  3.  Whidf  is  the  time  of  deceit  f 

Anfw.  The  night;  the  cloudy,  the  dark  time,  when  the  enemy  hath 
raifed  his  fogs  and  mifts  in  the  minds,  of  men,  then  is  his  time  of  deceiving 
their  hearts. 

Queft.  4.  Is  it  now  rdgbt  or  day  f 

Anfw.  It  is  night  with  fome,  day  with  others.  Where  the  light  is  arifen^ 
there  it  is  day ;  where  the  darknefs  covereth  and  poflefletb  the  minds  of 
men,  there  it  is  night. 

Queft.  5.  How  may  a  man  know  whether  it  be  night  or  day  with  him  f 

Anfw.  By  waiting  to  feel  fomewhat  of  the  life  of  God  arifing  in  him,  by 
turning  and  hearkening  to  his  witnefs. .  That  will  faithfully  difcover  how 
it  is  with  him,  and  where  he  is. 

Queft.  6.  How  may  a  man  come  out  of  the  darknefs  of  the  nigbt  into  tie 
Ught  and  brightnefs  of  the  day  ? 

Anfw.  By  joining  to  the  firft  glimmerings  and  breakings  forth  thereof 
upon  him.  The  leaft  4ight  of  truth  hath  the  fame  nature,  virtue,  and  pro- 
perties with  the  greateft.  Though  not  the  lame  in  degree,  yet  the  fame  in 
kind ;  and  he  that  will  come  to  the  greateft,  muft  begin  with  the  leaft. 
Light  makes  manifeft  ^  the  day  difcovers  both  the  things  (^  the  mght  and. 


Eome  ^jteftiofts^  Anfasers^  and  ^jieriesj  &c.     339 

tl£  the  day.  Haft  thou  any  difcovery  of  cither  kind  ?  Either  of  that  which  is 
good,  or  of  that  which  is  evil  ?  Either  of  that  which  i^  of  the  worldly  na- 
ture and  the  evil  one,  or  of  that  which  is  of  the  heavenly  nature  and  the 
Holy  One?  Join  in  immediately  in  the  virtue,  ftrength,  and  power  of  that 
which  makes  the  difcovcry,  and  thy  foirit  therein  will  find  an  entrance  into 
the  light  of  the  day ;  and  going  on  raithfully  thus,'  it  will  daily  more  and 
more  break  in  upon  thee,  even  until  it  hath  gathered  thy  fpirit  out  of  the 
blacknefs,  darknefs,  and  deceit  of  the  night,  into  the  beauty,  brightnefs, 
and  truth  of  the  day. 

Queft.  7.  How  may  a  man  be  prefervtd  from  deceit  and  deceivers  f 
'  Anfwi  By  abiding  in  that  which  difcovers  them  to  him,  and  preferveth 
out  of  them ;  by  dwelling  in  that  light,  in  that  life,  in  that  power,  in  that 
truth,  into  which  they  cannot  enter : '  by  keeping  to^  and  in,  the  eled  of 
God,  which  never  was  deceived,  nor  can  be  deceived :  for  it  is  of  God,  it 
is  his  feed,  of  his  nature,  in  which  the  wicked  one  (the  deceiver)  finds  no^ 
thmg,  hath  nothing  in  him  to  enter  at;  and  he  that  abides  in  him,  is 
iafe  in  him.  But  he  that  goes  forth  out  of  the  life,  out  of  the  light,  out 
pf  the  feed,  out  of  the  power  which  prcferves,  out  of  the  holy  anointing, 
which  keeps  the  eye  open,  he  eafily  runs  into,  and  is  entangled  in  the  de- 
ceivableneis  of  unrighteoufnefs,  judging  it  (for  want  of  a  true  difcerning) 
righteoufneTs ;  and  then  having  judg&d  that  to  be  righteoufnefs  which  is  in 
its  own  nature  but  unrighteoufnefs,  he  muft  needs  alfo  judige  that  which  is 
the  true  righteoufnefs  to  be  but  unrighteoufnefs ;  and  tlien  (having  pafied 
this  judgment  in  himfelf)  he  grows  wife,  confident,  and  flrong  in  his  de* 
ceit,  both  believing  himfelf,  and  alio  endeavouring  to  convince  and  per- 
fuade  othcn,,  that  it  is  the  truth.  Oh !  who  knoweth  the  fecurity  of  the 
little-ones  of  God,  who  have  a  being  and  Handing  in  his  truth !  The  arm 
of  his  power  is  ftretched  round  about  them,  and  he  is  a  defence  and 
ftrength  unto  them  againft  all  that  would  break  in  upon  them  (to  make 
a  prey  of  their  life,  or  to  (hake  their  ftanding  in  his  truth),  either  inwardly 
or  outwardly.  Oh !  ble(s  his  name,  fing  high  praifes  to  him,  ye  that  feel 
it,  over  all  deceit  or  deceivables,  over  all  the  devices  of  the  dark  fpirit,  which 
entangleth  others,  and  would  alfo  entangle  you,  but  that  his  goodneis, 
mercy,  tender  love,  and  powerful  arm  is  ftretched  out  over  you.  So  to 
him  be  the  praife,  and  the  bowings  of  chat  foul,  which  feels  his  powerful 
and  merciful  prefervation,  for  ever  and  even 

Now  it  is  in  my  heart  to  add  four  queries,  which,  righdy  weighed  and 
refolved,  ,in  and  according  to  truth,  may  further  open  mens  minds  into  the 
true  fenfe  and  right  uaderftanding  of  this  thing. 

Query  i.  Have  not  the  laft  days^  the  perilous  times  (the  times  foretold  of 
by  Chrift  and  his  apoftks)  been  a  long  while  upon  the  earthy  wherein  inig^ty 
bath  aboundedy  and  the  love  of  many  waxed  cold,  wherein  men  have  been  lovers 
of  themfelvesj  covetous ^  boafters^  proud,  &c,  ?  Hath  there  not  been  a  long  night 
of  darknefs^  wherHn  the/e  things  (with  maty  othet'  fruits  and  effeSls  of  the 
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nigbt)  have  hid  and  covered  themfilves  abnofi  in  all  forts  of  prcftffors  of  Cbriflh^ 
anity^  under  a  form  of  godlinefs  f 

Query  2.  Is  not  their  time  expiring  already^  and  infome  degree  expired  f  fFas 
it  not  to  have  an  end  when  the  light  and  power  of  iruthy  which  atfirfi  kept  it 
backy  did  fpring  and  arife  again  ? 

Query  3.  Is  not  the  day  arifen^  Is  not  the  darkmfs  dreadypajlf  Jnd dotb 
not  the  true  light  nowflnne  (and  the  true  power  of  life  now  appear)  in  man^  vef-- 
fels?  Let  the  fouls,  that  defire  to  know  the  truth.  o£  this,  wait  to  feel  that 
which  is  of  God  anlwer  in  them. 

Query  4.  Where  are  the  deceivers^  and  where  is  the  deceit  ?  Is  it  among  thofe 
that  have  embraced  the  light  of  life?  or  among  thofe  who  abide  injbeir  old 
darknefsy  and  whofe  eyes  are  not  yet  opened  t/f  fee  the  light  and  beauty,  of  the  dqy^ 
which  is  arifen  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  that  are  quickened  and  raifed  by  the  poweit 
of  the  Lord  ? 


That  the  Way  of  Life  and  Salvation  is  freely  held 

forth  by  GOD  to  all ;  and  there  is  nothing  in  him 

to  lett,  llop,  or  difcowrage  any  Man  from  receiving 

,  his  T  R  u  T  H,  and  giving  up  to  him  in  the  Faith  and 

Obedience  of  it,  but  very  much  to  invite  and  encourage* 

IT  hath  pleaied  the  Lord,  who  is  over  all,  and  good' unto  alK  to  provide 
a  remedy  for  the  fin  and  tranfgreffion  of  the  creature.     For  as  (in  hath 
'abounded  unto  death,  fo  he  hath  caufed  righteoufnefs  to  abound  unto  life  \ 
yea,  the  free  gift,  which  is  as  large  and  univerfal  as  ever  fin  was,  hath  more 
power  in  it  to  fave,  than  fin  hath  to  deftroy.     And  there  is  no  ground  of 
/    /     ri  ••,  difcouragement  for  any  (who  hath  not  outfinned  the  day  of  his  vifitation, 
'>^  .  /<•/  :li  ^j^j  ijj  ^^  Qjfgj.  q£-  jijercy  is  over  as  to  him)  in  reference  to  God;  though 

the  enemy  of  the  foul  ftrjves  to  raife  up  many  difcouragements  and  objec- 
tions in  the  minds  of  many,  to  keep  them  from  hoping  in  the  Lord,  and 
from  giving  up  to  his  truth,  which  faveth  all  that  .receive  it,  and  abide  in  it| 
Now  it  is  in  my  heart  at  this  time,  itK>m  a  true  fenie,  to  fignify  Ibmewhat 
concerning  the  nature  of  the  Lord  (and  his  real  defire  to  fave  even  thofe 
that  perifli),  which  may  conduce  towards  the  removing  of  objedlions  and 
Ictts  of  this  nature  out  of  the  minds  of  men, 

I.   God  is  fweetnefs,   meeknefs^   gentleneis,    tendeme^^   abovmding  in 

'    mercy  aAd  loving-kindnefs,   pitying  the  miferable,   and  naturally  holding 

forth  an  helping  hand  towards  them :  yea,  he  is  univerfally  thus.     There 

is  not  one  miferable  foul,  not  one  pcriftiing  creature  upon  the  face  of  the 

earth. 
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earth,  but  as  he  hath  wifdom  and  power  to  help  it,  ib  he  hath  tender  bowels, 
and  an  heart  thereunta.  And  it  is  not  for  want  df  fomewhat  to  be  done  on 
his  part,  that  fouls  perifh,  but  the  failing  always  was,  and  ftill  is,  on  the 
creatuft's  part. 

2.  God  loveth  all  his  creatures,  and  cannot  but.be  good  to  them.  He  is 
outwardly  -good,  he  b  inwardly  good  to  them  all.  He  can  do  nothing 
ag^nft  any  one  of  them,  but  what  ftands  with  his  love  and  mercy.  He  doth 
not  forget  himfelf ;  he  doth  not  lofe  his  nature  in  the  manifefting  of  his 
righteoufnefs,  wrath,  and  feverity  againft  fin  and  finners. 

^.  He  defires  not  the  death  of  a  finner,  nay,  not  of  the  wicked.  How 
mercifully  did  he  walk  with-  the  Jews  in  the  firft  covenant  ?  Did  he  ever  de- 
fire  their  mifcarriages,  and  the  miferies  which  came^upon  them  thereby  ? 
Nay,  did  he  not  defire  their  good,  and  their  obedient  walking  with  him 
therein  for  their  good  I  Oh!  (faid  he)  that  there  were  futh  an  heart  in  them^ 
that  -they  would  fear  me^  tmd  keep  my  ctmmandments  alwaySj  that  it  might  be 
weli  with  tbem^  &c.  Deut,  v.  29.  How  mercifully  doth  he  walk  with  all  in 
the  fecond  covenant,  that  are  in  any  meafure  drawn  within  the  limits  and 
compaf^  thereof!  He  is  a  Saviour^  that  is  his  nature ;  ^d  he  feeketh  the  fal- 
vation  of  his  creatures  with  his  whole  heart,  and  with  all  his  foul.  And  when 
he  bringeth  any  to  repentance,  there  is  joy  in  his  bofom :  and  when  the 
enemy  breaketh  in  upon  any  of  his,  or  by  any  fubtilty  draweth  them  into 
that  which  deftroyeth,  his  pure  tender  Spirit  is  grieved  therewith,  and 
mourneth  becauife  of  it.  O  Jerufalem^  Jerufakm^  (fiud  his  true  living  image 
with  tears)  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thee ! 

4.  He  would  htve  aU  men  to  t^  faved»  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth.  God  fends  his  truth,  his  powerful  truth,  to  fave ;  and  he  (huts 
not  any  one  out  of  it ;  but  feeks  (in  the  wny  he  hath  appointed)  to  gather  all 
inta  it,,  that  they  might  be  faved  by;  it 

5*  He  is  very  patient  and  long-fufferiAg,  waits  long,  tries  long,  invites 
often,  touches  often,  draws  often :  yea^  the  very  vefiels  of  wrath  fitted  to 
deftru£tion,  there  is  much  patience  and  k>ng-fufFering  exercifed  towards 
them,  before  the  Lord  can  caft  them  off,  and  give  them  up  utterly  to  de- 
ftru&ion.  For  mark,  deftrudion  is  not  his  work  or  de^it  %  it  is  the  work 
of  a  fpirit  and  nature  contrary  to  his.  I  came  not  (faith  Chrift)  to  deftroy  mens 
lives^  but  to  fave ;  to  give  life  to  them%  And  this  is  the  proper  end  of  God 
in  every  miniftration :  his  end  h  not  tleath^  deftruftion,  increafing  of  the 
condemnation  of  the  creature,  6?r.  but  to  bring  it  to  life  thereby,  out  of  that 
which  leadeth  into  the  condemnation  and  deftrudion.  Did  he  not  for  this 
end  bear  with  the  dd  world  }  Was  not  this  the  end  dSf  Noah's  preaching  tg. 
them  and  warning  of  them  ?  Did  he  not  for  this  end  bear  with  the  Jews 
in  Egypt,  in  the  wildemefs,  in  Canaan,  ISc.  ?  Is  not  this  the  proper  in- 
tent of  the  goodnefs,  forbearance,  and  long-fufiering  of  God,  that  it  fiiould 
lead  to  repentance  ?  (Bd^mu  ii.  4.)  and  repentance,  leads  to  mercy,  remiffion, 
and  life. 

6.  The 
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6.  The  facrificc  of  Chrift  had  relation  to  all  men.  He  was  lertt  out  rf 
God's  univcirral  ?.ove  to  mankind,  to  the  whole  world  \  tod  was  made  a  pro* 
pitiatbn  by  God  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world. 

7.  There  is  no  itnan  periflieth  for  want  of  po^er*/fo>r  there  is  power  in 
the  free  gift  which  comes  upon  all.  There  is  power  in 'it  to  quicken,  to 
give  faidi,  to  preferve  in  the  faith,  to  do  all  that  is  to  be  done  in  the  ibul-$ 
and  it  doth  all  every-where,  as  it  findeth  place  and  entert^nment  in  the 
foul.  But  man  refideth,  man  loveth  the  darknefs,  hateth  the  light,  (hutteth- 
his  eyes  againft  it,  ^withdraweth  his  heart  from  it,  and  fb  beateth  back  the 
purpofe  and  counfel  of  God's  love  and  good-will  towards  him.  For  as  the  Jews 
outwardly,  in  that  outward  covenant,  almoft  always  rebelled,  refifted,  and 
brought  wrath  upon  themfelves,  to  the  grirf  of  God's  heart  and  of  his  holy 
prophets ;  fo  do.  men  in  reference  to  the  inwasd  covenant  (in  that  nature 
and  fpirit)  exceedingly  provoking  the -Lord,  until  his  Spirit  (in  its  holy  jea- 
loufy  and  indignation)  turn  from  them,  and  give  them  up  to  hardneis, 
fenfeleflhefs,  andjmpenitcncy,  which  fealeth  up  to  deftru£lion.  But  as 
Xfrael,  in  that  firft  covenant,  could  never  juftly  lay  the  caufe  of  Aeir  de- 
ftruftion  on  God,  but  God  did  moft  juftly  lar  it  on  them  (0  Ifrael!  tbf 
deftru&ion  is  of  tbyfelf^  but  in  me  is  tby  help) ;  u>  neither  can  any  blame  die 
Lord,  who  pcrifh  from,  and  fall  fhort  of,  the  virtue  of  the  fecond  cove« 
liant :  for  he  faileth  not  in  doing  his  part  therein,  no  more  than  he  did  fail 
in  the  firft.  But  man  turneth  from  the  power  v^ich  (aves,  from  the  light 
which  makes  manifeft,  from  the  life  which  quickens;  and  this  is  his  con- 
demnation, and  the  caufe  of  his  peri(bing:  fo  tharX3od  will  be  juft  and 
clear  of  the  blood  of  all  men,  and  the  blood  of  them  that  periih  will  lie 
upon  their  own  heads.  Had  there  not  been  fomeWhat  near  every  man, 
which  had  more  power  in  it  than  fin  had,  they  might  have  had  (bme  plea 
before  the  Lord ;  but  the  prefence  of  this,  the  power  of  this,  the  working 
of  this  in  every  heart,  more  or  tefs,  leaves  all  men  without  ezcufe,  and 

-.  clearslhe  free-^ver  and  his  free  gift  in  the  ballance  of  righteodfnefs.  For 
this  gift  of  his.  is  faithful  to  every  man  upcHi  the  face  of  the  earth,  never 
confenting  to  his  iniquities  and  tranfgrefiions  in  any  kind,  but  ftill  teftifying 
againft  them  as  the  Lord  pleafeth  to  open  its  mouth.  But  who  hath  be* 
lieved  its  report  ?  and  to  whom  hath  the  arm  of  the  Lord  been  revealed  ? 
Yet  greater  will  the  condemnapon  be  upon  them,  upon  whom  the  Lord 
hath  more  abundandy  (hined ;  and  many  will  have  a  plea  in  reiped  of  them, 
which  the  Lord  will  hear  and  confider,  and  {o  they  fhall  not  enter  into  that 
depth  of  judgment  and  condemnation,  which  will  light  on  fuch  as  have  re- 
lUted  the  light  and  power  of  life,  in  its  more  glorious  and  bright  appear- 
ances  and  ftrivings  with  them  •,  even  as  Chrift  faid.  It  ft>aU  be  eafierfcr  Tyre 
and  Sidon^  Soddm  and  Gomorrab^  in  the  day  of  judgment^  thanf^  CboraTjn  and 
Betbfaida^  Capernaum  and  JerufaUm. 

Therefore,  O  all  men  upon  the  earth,  know  the  day  of  your  viGtation ! 
Make  peace  with  the  Lord»  O  tranfgreffors  1  lay  hold  on  his  ftreogth,  that 
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ye  may  make  peace  with  him.  Believe  not  the  liar,  who  would  put  you. 
out.  of  hope,  but  believe  the  voice  of  his  love  and  tender  Spirit.  Turn  in» 
liften  after  him,  watch  if  he  do  hot  call,  mind  if  he  do  not  draw ;  and  do 
not  fay,  I  want  power ;  but  wait  in  humility,  meeknefs  and  fear,  until  his 
power  arife.  Bear  his  judgments,  wait  upon  him  in  the  way  of  his  judg- 
ments. TDo  not  fly  from  him  becaufe  thereof;  for  therein  is  the  mercy,  life 
and  falvation.  Be  not  hafty,  but  wait  long,  believe  long,  hope  long,  feel 
the  patience  of  the  Lamb,  learn  the  myfterious  path  of  lite  from  the  inward 
teacher,  that  ye  may  certainly  know  it,  and  find  your  feet  guided  by  his  > 
Spirit  into  it. 

Is  not  the  voice  gone  forth  from  him  that  is  true  }'  Hoy  every  one  that 
tbirftetb^  come  ye  to  the  waters ^  &c.  and  wbofoever  willj  let  him  take  the  water 
of  life  freely.  And  i^  not  he  near  who  caufeth  the  thirft,  and  givech  the 
will  ?  Whom  hath  the  Lord  excluded  ?  Why  (hould  any  man  exclude  him- 
felf  ?  The  call  is  univerfal,  the  way  is  fet  open  to  alL  That  is  at  hand 
which  hath  life  and  power  in  it,  and  is  ready  to  work  in. all  This  com- 
mandment hath  it  received  of  its  Father  -,  and  it  is  faithful  which  hath  re- 
ceived it :  and  all  that  come  to  the  Father  here,  in  this  gathering  of  life» 
the  Father  is  ready,  to  .receive.  Thy  ibul,  O  man !  is  the  Lord's.  It  is 
very  precious  in  his  eye :  he  feeks  to  fave  it,  and  hath  fent  fbmewhat  into 
thy  heart  to  gather  thee  from  that  which  would  deftroy  it.  And  this  which 
he  hath  fent,  hath  in  it  of  the  Father's  love,  of  the  Father's  mercy,  of  the 
Father's  power,  of  the  Father's  light,  of  the  Father's  life,,  of  the  Father's 
wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  &r.  and  will  gather  thee  out  of  the  world  into  the 
Father's  nature  and  Spirit,  if  thou  wilt  hearken  to  him  with  the  ear  which 
he  will  create  in  thee,  and  receive  him  with  the  heart  which  he  will  give 
thee :  yea,  he  will  help  thee  to  turn  from  and  fbrfake  thy  own  wickednels, 
and  the  wicked  fpirit,  and  to  turn  towards  him  who  is  Me,  righteoufnefs, 
and  peace  to  the  k>u1,  that  is  gathered  unto  him  ;  do  but  give  up  thyfelf  (in 
the  faidi  and  obedience  which  he  is  creating  in  thee)  in  the  way  of  his 
quickening  and  renewing  life. . 


Some  QJJESTIONS  answered  concerning  the  Spirit 
of  CHRIST,  and  die  Spirit  of  the  Scroes  and 
Pharisees. 

Queft.  I.  XT  r  HAT  kind  of  fpirit  was  the  fpirit  of  the  fcribes  and  pba- 

Anfkv.  A  find,  zealous,  righteous  fpirit,  according  to  their  underftand- 
ing  and  apprehexiiQons  of  the  letter.    They  failed  much,  they,  prayed  much, 

they 
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.  they  gave  alms,  they  were  great  contenders  for  the  circumcifion  and  <»dK 
.  nances  of  Moles. 

Queft,  2.  IVhat  kind  of  fpirit  was  the  Spirit  ef  Cbrifi  ? 

Anfw,  A  righteous,  Itrid,  and  zealous  Spirit,  according  to  ^he  power  c^ 
the  endlefs  life.  He  was  in  that  from  which  the  righteoufnels  of  the  law 
came,  and  which  brought  it  forth  and  fulfilled  it  in  his  veiTel. 

Qu^ft.  3.  fVbat  did  the  fcribes  and  pharifees  judge  of  Cbrifi  according  to  tieir 
apprebenftons  and  underjianding  of  tbe  letter  ? 

Anfw.  They  judged  him  a  finner  and  tranlgreflbr  of  the  law  of  Mofes,  a 
loofe  perfon,  an  eater,  a  drinker,  a  friend  of  publicans  and  Tinners ;  one. 
who  taught  not  his  diiciples  to  faft.and  pray,  bat  rather  to  break  the  law  of 
God,  and  tranfgrefs  the/fabbath  -,  yea,  one  who  was  a  blafphemer,  and  a  de- 
ceiver of  people,  £5?^. 

Queft.  4.  How  came  tbe  fcribes  and  pbarifees  thus  to  judge  of  Cbrifi  ? 

Anfw.  Becaufe  they  were  in  that  ^irit,  nature  and  mind,  which  giverb 
.wrong  judgment.  For  it  is  not  a  gathered  knowledge  from  the  letter,  which 
makes  able  to  judge  of  fpirits,  and  about  the  things  of  God ;  but  a  receiv- 
ing and  ^being  born  of  the  Spirit.   For  from  the  Spirit  alone  is  the  right  un- 
•derftanding  of  the  letter,  which  the  Spirit  hath  to  give,  and  giveth  to  the 
,  true  birth.  ' 

Queft.  ^  What  did  Cbrifi  judge  of  tbe  fcribes  and  pbarifees  according  to  bis 
knowledge.^f  ^befn  from  tbe  Spirit  and  power  of  life? 

Anfw.  That  they  were  hypocrites,  painted-walls,  and  fepulchres,  which 
made  a  fair  fliew  in  the  flelh,  but  were  not  of  nor  in  the  truth. 

Queft.  6.,  Is  the;  fpirit  of  tbe  fcribes  and  pbarifees  to  be  found  now  in  tbe 
world  ? 

,  Anfw.  There  is  nothing  new  under  the  fun.  The  fpirit  of  wickednefs 
.and  deceit  iSi  always. the  fame,  in  all  ages  and  generations ;  and  the  Spirit  of 
holinefs  and  truth  is  the  fame  alfo.  So  that  Cain,  Khmael,  Efau,  the  fcoScr 
and  perfecuter  of  the  prophets  (of  Chrift's  apoftlcs  and  holy  martyrs)  arc  to 
be  found  in  every  age  (the  Tame  in  Spirit  and  nature  with  them) :  and  fo 
are  Abel,  Enoch,  Ifaac,  Jacob,  fcfr. 

Queft.  7.  Where  is  the  fpirit  of  tbe  fcribes  and  pbarifees  now  to  be  found  f 

Anfw.  They  in  all  prbfeflions  (gatherings  and  walkings)  that  are  ftrift, 
zealous,  and  righteous,  according  to  their  own  underftandings  and  appre- 
henfions  of  the  Icttqr,  and  -^ot  according  to  tlie  -Spirit  and  power  of  the 
endlefs  life,  they  are  of  and  in  that  fpirit  ? 

Queft.  t.  How  may  a  man  come  out  of  The  fpirit  of  tbe  fcribes  and  pbarifees^ 
and  into  tbe  Spirit  of  Cbrifi  ? 

Anfw.  By  coming  to  the  power  of  the  endlefs  life  wherein  Chrift's  mi- 
JJiftry  is,  wherein  his  Spirit  is  felt  and  miniftereth.  This  fliuts  out  all  the 
deceits  and  devices  of  that  fpirit  which  lieth  in  wait  to  deceive.  He  may 
entangle  tjie  mind  about  the  letter,  about  the  underftanding  of  fcripturcs, 
and  pra£lices  and  ordin^ceSj there :  but  he  that  begins^  in  the  Spirit  (in  the 

power 
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power  of  lift,  ia  the  living  demonftration  of  truth)  is  out  of  hu  compafs ; 
and  there  abiding,  groweth  up  and  remaineth  out  of  his  reach. 

Qucft.  9.  How  nusy  a  man  come  to  the  power  of  the  endlefs  life  ? 

Anfw.  By  waiting  to  feel  it*  There  is  fomewhat  of  God  near  every  man ; 
which,  his  fpirit  retiring  and  waiting  on  the  Lord,  the  Lord  will  give  him  to 
feel  in  the  ieafons  of  his  good  pleafure.  For  it  is  near  man,  not  as  a  talent 
always  to  lie  dead  and  buried,  but  to  work  in  him,  and  bring  him  out  of 
his  own  finful  corrupt  nature  into  its  holy  pure  nature. 

Queft.  10.  How  fnay  a  man  feel  and  know  the  power  of  this  life  f 

Anfw.  By  its  nature,  pr(^rties,  manner,  and  end  of  working  in  the 
heart.  It  enlightens  the  (bul^  it  quickens  to  God,  it  draws  the  heart  from 
that  which  is  manifeftly  and  fenfibly  evil  without  difpute,  it  opens  the 
eye  to  fee  and  difcern  that  which  is  holy  and  good,  inflaming  the  mind 
with  defires  after  it.  Now  this  is  the  af^arance  of  the  Holy  One,  who 
thus  appears  and  begins  to  work»  to  draw  the  mind  from  that  which  is 
finful  and  deftroyeth,  to  that  which  is  holy  and  faveth.  Happy,  oh !  happy 
is  he  who  thus  feels  the  drawing,  quickening  Spirit,  and  in  faithfiilne^ 
gives  up  thereto !  for  he  (by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  life)  (hall  feel  Cain, 
the  facrificer  according  to  the  fleih,  Ifhmael  the  feed  of  Abraham  after  the 
6efli,  Efau  the  firft  birth,  whole  mind  is  in  the  earth  :  he  fhall  feel  thefe,  I 
fay,  call  out ;  and  Abel  the  righteous  feed,  who  Uves  and  facrifices  in  the 
true  faith ;  Ifaac  the  feed  of  promife,  Jacob  the  wrcftler  with  God,  in  the 
power  and  ftrength  of  his  own  Spirit,  with  the  tears  and  fupplications  which 
arc  from  his  own  life ;  he  (hall  feel  (I  fay)  this  nature,  birth,  and  Spirit 
raifed  in  him,  and  his  ioul  in  it  living  to  God,  and  increafing  in  union  and 
fellowfhip  with  him. 


Some  QUESTIONS  anfwered  concerning  Blasphemy 

and  Blasphemers. 

Queft.  I.  T T  r  HAT  is  blafphemy  ? 

y  Y  Anfw.  It  is  the  reproaching  or  Ipeaking  ill  of  the  truths 
or  name  of  God,  in  any  of  their  appearances,  or  of  them  whom  he  hath 
chofen  to  bear  his  name,  or  hold  forth  his  truth.  To  reproach  the  name  or 
truths  of  God,  as  they  have  been  held  forth  in  former  ages,  or  as  they  arc 
held  forth  in  this  age  j  or  to  (peak  evil  of  the  inftrument  he  then  chofc,  or 
now  chufeth  and  maketh  ufe  of  to  hold  them  forth ;  this  is  blafphemy :  and 
the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltlefs  who  fo  doth,  whatfoever  he  be. 

Queft  2.    In  which  refpeS  are  men  mofi  liable  to  blafphemy  ?  Are  they  aptefl 
to  reproach  andfpeak  evil  ofGoc^s  truths^  as  they  have  been  held  forth  informer 
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ageSy  and  the  inftruments  by  which  God  then  held  them  forth  ?  or  are  thy  aptef 
to  reproach  and  fpeak  evil  of  the  truths  of  God^  as  they  are  held  forth  in  their 
age^  and  the  injiruments  and  minifters  who  then  held  them  forth  ? 

Anfw.  Men  are  not  fo  liable  to  blafpheme  the  truths  (or  name)  of  God, 
as  formerly  held  forth,  or  the  meffcngers  and  minifters  of  former  ages,  as 
the  prefent  truth  and  the  prefent  miniftry. 

(^cft.  3.  How  Cometh  that  about ^  or  why  is  it  fo  ^ 

Anfw.  Becaufe  the  truths  of  former  agc5,  and  the  miniftry  therein,  have 
wrought  through  the  deceit  and  oppofition,  which  withftood  them  in  their 
day,  and  have  left  a  good  favour  behind  them ;  fo  that  it  would  be  hard 
and  difadvantageous  to  the, evil  fpirit  to  endeavour  to  bring  a  reproach 
over  them.  If  men  (hould  go  about  to  revile  Mofes  or  the  prophets  of  old, 
Chrift  or  his  apoftlcs,  who  would  give  an  ear  to  them  ?  Surely  very  few,  if 
any.  But  to  cry  up  thefe  and  their  doftrine,  and  to  endeavour  to  make 
the  prefent  difpcnfation  of  truth  appear  to  men,  as  if  it  wer€  difiereot  from, 
and  contrary  to  thefe  (of  another  nature,  of  another  fpirit,  tending  to 
other  ends,  and  towards  the  producing  of  other  effeds) ;  this  is  a  very 
fubtil  device,  and  an  advantageous  way  of  oppofing  the  prefent  truth  and 
miniftry  with ;  and  this  way  the  enemy  hath  taken  all  along.  Mofes  in  his 
day  had  enemies  and  refifters,  but  after  his  death  we  never  hear  him 
fpoken  againft ;  but  thofe  that  withftood  the  prophets  in  after-ages,  would 
honour  the  remembrance  of  Mofes.  In  Chrift's  day  they  would  honour 
both  Mofes  and  die  prophets ;  but  Chrift,  and  his  difciples  and  apoftles^ 
were  reproached  as  bla^hemers  and  deceivers.  After  that  age,  Chrift  and 
his  apoftles  were  generally  acknowledged,  as  well  as  Mofes  and  the  pro- 
phets ;  but^  yet-  they  that  were  in  the  fame  Spirit,  in  the  fame  life,  in  the 
fame  nature,  have  afterwards  ftill  been  perlecuted  and  oppofed  by  the 
prefent  age. 

Queft.  4.  Who  are  the  great  blafphemers  in  every  age? 

Anfw.  They  which  profefs  truth,  but  are  not  in  the  power  and  life  of 
that  which  they  profefs  5  and  among  thefe,  thofe  cfpeciaUy  who  have  had 
any  tafte  of  the  power  :  for  if  thefe  turn  from  the  power,  which  it  pleafed 
God  to  give  them  fome  tafte  of,  they  are  given  up  by  God  to  delufton,  de- 
vilifhnefs,  fubtilty,  and  enmity,  above  all  others..  For  as  the  blafphemy 
(which  I  am  fpeaking  of)  is  aboi*  truth  and  the  name  of  Chrift,  fo  it  is 
chiefly  to  be  found  among  thofe  who  pretend  to  his  name.  Thofe  that 
have  the  outward  name,  knowledge,  and  talk  about  the  name,  about  Chrift, 
about  the  heavenly  things ;  thefe  blafpheme  and  reproach  thofe  who  have 
and  are  in  the  thing  itfelf,  who  dwell  ia  heaven,  and  worlhip  in  the  hea- 
venly place,  even  in  the  true  tabernacle  which  God  hath  pitched,  and  not 
man.  Thefe  bring  their  knowledge,  wifdom,  fcriptures,  experiences,  ob- 
fcrvations,  and  all  that  ever  they  can  reap  and  rend,  againft  the  prefent 
power  and  life  of  truth. 

Queft. 
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-     Qucft.  5.  Hw)  come  men^  i»bo  pretend  to  truths  and  to  feek  after  it^  to  run 

^  into  this  grievous  and  dangerous  blafphemy  ? 

Anfo).  By  reafon  of  their  not!  being  in  that,  which  demonftrateth  th^ 
truth  in  the  holy  power  and  nature  thereof.  They  want  its  light  and  dc- 
monilration,  and  fo  underftand  things  out  of  it;  and  in  this  their  own  mif- 
underftanding  turn  againft  that,  which  fhould  enlighten,  fan^ify,  and  pre* 
fcrve  theni-  Now,  not  being  in  that  (but  in  another  thing)  -,  not  being  in 
the  true  Spirit,  in  the  true  light,  in  the  true  knowledge,  in  the  true  tenfe 
and  underftanding,  they  muft  needs  err  and  misjudge;  and  the  greater 
their  knowledge,  ability,  wiiHom,  and  zeal  is,  the  more  deiperate  and 
dangerous  is  their  path  of  error,  both  to  themfelves  and  others.  Who  .err- 
ed fo  dangeroufly  in  riiat  day,  as  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees ;  which  by  their 
wifdom,  knowledge,  and  (kill  in  the  fcriptures,  would  difpute  again!!: 
Chrift,-  prove  he  was  not  (he  could  not  be)  the  Meffiah,  according  to  the 
fcriptures  (bidding  men  fcarch  the  fcriptures,  and  fee  if  any  prophet  came 
out  of  Galilee,  John  vii.  52.)  judged  him,  who  was  indeed  the  holy  one 
(who  loved  rightcoufnefs,  and  hated  iniquity)  an  unholy  one,  a  finner  and 
companion  of  finners,  a  blafphemer,  deceiver,  Off.  ?  And  in  the  fame 
ipirit  the  ftrider  a  man  is,  and  the  more  he  knows,  and  the  more  confi- 
dent he  is  of  his  knowledge  and  (kill  in  the  fcriptures,  the  more  defperately 
and  dangeroufly  will  he  venture  to  oppofe  the  appearance  of  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  in  this  day. 

Queft.  6.  How  come  they  who  have  fo  much  literal  knowledge  of  fcriptures^ 
and  have  had  a  true  fenfe  and  experience  (fome  of  them)  of  the  things  of  Gody 
to  be  out  of  that  which  demonftrateth  the  truth  ? 

Anfw.^  By  their  turning  from  it,  and  rcjefting  it.  ^  -The  Scribes  and  Pha- 
rifees rejefted  the  counfel  of  God,  againft  themfelves.  There  is  but  one 
thing  can  open  the  eyes,  and  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  turned  againft  it, 
believing  that  their  eyes  were  opened  already,  by  the  light  and  knowledge 
which  they  had  received  from  Mofes.  Mofes^  faid  they,  we  knbw  God  fpeaks 
to  i  but  as  for  this  fellow^  we  know  not  from  whence  he  is.  And  juft  fo.  is  it 
now.  Oh !  that  ye  could  read,  whofe  ftate  it  is ! 
Queft.  7.  fp^iy  do  they  turn  from  it  and  rejeS  it  ? 

Anfw.  Becaufe  it  anfwers  not  their  cjcpeftations.     That  appearance  of. 
Chrift  in  flefli  in  that  day,  did  not  anfwer  the  expectations  of  the   Scribes 
and  Pharifees.     And  this  appearance  of  Chrift  in  his  Holy  Spirit  and  power 

-  after  the  apoftaiy,  doth  not  anfwer  the  expectations  of  many  now.     And 

•  fo,  not  appearing  as  what  they  look  for,  as  what  they  have  expeded,  ac- 
cording to  their  apprehenfions  and  underftanding  of  the  fcriptures,  they 
cannot  (fo  ftanding  and  believing)  wait,  but  turn  from  it,  and  turn  the 

fcriptures  againft  it,  as  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  turned  the  fcriptures  againft 

that  appearance  of  Chrift. 

Now,  Oh !  that  men,  that  have  any  dcfires  after  truth,  might  not  run 

*imo  this  kind  of  b]afpt\etny>  and  fo  thereby  provoke  and  turn  that  Spirit 

V  y  2    ^  and 
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and  power  of  Fife  againft  them,  which  alone  is  able  to  favc  them.  Fof 
the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord  turneth  againft  the  other  fpirit,  in  bSl 
its  devices  and  transformings,  and  againft  them  who  are  joined  to  that 
fpirit.  And  as  the  eye  of  the  Lord  is  chiefly  upon  his  prefent  miniftration 
of  truth  in  the  prefent  age  to  mind  that,  to  blefs  that,  to  appear  in  that; 
fo  his  Spirit  moft  turneth  againft  that  which  oppofeth  and  feeketh  to  over- 
turn it.  Yea,  litde  do  men  know  what  they  have  loft  from  God^  as  to 
themfclves  and  their  own  ftates ;  and  what  they  are  become  in  hi»  Gght, 
by  their  oppofing  the  prefent  difpenfation  and  miniftration  of  truth ;  even 
as  little  do  many  know  in  this  day,  as  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  did,  in 
their  day,  what  they  brought  upon  themfelves  and  others,  whom  they  in- 
feAed  (by  their  falfe  knowledge  and  wrong  expounding  and  managing  of 
the  fcriptures;  with  a  prejudiced  fpirit  againft  Chrift. 

The  Lord  did  promife  that  he  would  oecome  the  Shepherd;  and  gather 
his  fheep  himfelf,  after  the  cloudy  and  dark  day.  He  is  come  to  feek  out, 
to  gather,  to  heal,  to  bind  up,  to  comfort,  to  preferve,  fcfr.  He  is  known, 
he  is  witnefled^  he  fe  received  v  his  life,  virtue,  healing  and  faving  power  is 
felt.  Let  men*  reproach  and  revile  it  ever  fo  much,  yet  it  is  known  to  be 
the  thing,  the  pearl,  the  feed  of  the  kingdom,  6ff.  Yea^  and  he  that  re- 
ceiveth  it,  and  is  born  of  it,  knoweth  that  he  is  of  Godj  and  hath  the  true 
nature  of  life,  and  true  language  from  God ;  which  that,  which  knowedt 
God,,  heareth  \  but  that  which  is  not  of  God^  cannot  hear.. 


A  QUESTION  coneeming-MiRACLEs  aiiwcredi 

Queft.  T  F  tits  He-  a  new  difpenfatwtt  of  the  life  and  f&wer  of  God^  even  of 
X  ^^^  preaching  cf  the  ever  lofting  gafpel  again  after  the  apofiafy^  v^hy 
is  it  not  accompanied  with  outward  miracles  now^  as  formerfy  it  was?  I  fay 
outward  miracles^  becauji  it  is  accompanied  with-  inward  miracles.  For 
the  lame  (that  could  never  fet  ftep-  in-  the  path  of  life)  do  now  walk% 
tbe  eyes  that  werr  blindy  are  opened^  and  do  now  fee*,  tie  ears  that  were 
deafy  have  been  unfiopped^  and  do  now  iear-^  tie  lepers  inwardly  (who 
were  all  overfpread  with  Jin  and  corruption)  have  been  wafibedj  cleanfed^ 
ajtd  bealedy  kf  tbe  pure  power  \  yea^  tbe  dead  inward^  Have  been  quicks 
enedy  raifed^  turned  to  him  that  lives  for  evermore^  bave  received^  lift 
from  bim^  and  do  live  in  bim  and  with  bim.  Now  tbrfe  are  mighty  tUttgSf 
wonderful  miracles^  even  tbe  fahftance  of  tbe  miracles  which  were  wrought  lar- 
der  the  laWj  and  wbhh  Cbrip  himfelf  wrought  outwardly.  For  it  was  not  tie 
outward  beaUngy  which  is  falvation^  lifcy  and  power  chiefly  aimed  at  therein  \ 
but  to  point  men  by  that  to  tbe  thing  which  was  to  work  tie  inward  \  that  they 
might  take  notice  of  it^  htow  it^  cpnn  to  it^  and  v?a$t  itponit^  to  iemadepof^ 

takers 
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Stivers  cf  the  inward  bealtb  and  falvation  by  iL  Tet  feeing  in  that  daj  Cbrifi 
did  then  pieafi  to  putfartp  bis  power  outwardly^  ^  to  point  tOy  and  witnefs  of^  the 
inwardj  why  doth  be  not  do  fo  now.  f 

Anfw^  The  nature  of  the  prcfent  difpenfation  doth  not  require  it*    For  die 
prefent  difpenfation  of  life,  is  to  bring  men  to  the  principle  of  life  which  is 
wathin  them  (which  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  all  former  difpenfations) ;. 
and  to  bring  them  to  this^  there  doth  not  need  any  thing  of  a  miraculous 
nature  outwardly  ;  but  the  witnefs,  demonftration  and  enlightening  of  the 
Spirit  inwardly.     Now  whea.the  outward  law  was  to  be  received,  then  the 
Lord  law  need  of  outward  miracles  to  confirm  it ;  fo  alfo  in  the  prophets 
days,  while  that  difpenfation  held,,  till  towards  the  coming  of  Chrift..    And. 
when  Chrift  came,  in  the  body  prepared  by  the  Father,  it  pleafed  the  Lordw- 
confirm  (by  outward  vifible  demonftrations  of  his  power  in  him)  that  this  was 
he.     Likewife  afterwards,  the  apoftles  having  the  doftrine  concerning  that  . 
appearance  to  preach  andtcftify  to  the  world,  the  Lord  was  alfo  pleafed  and 
faw  good  to  confirm  it  by  miracles.     But  now  there  is  not  any  new  dodrinc 
to  be  preached.     The  doftrine  concerning  Chrift  is  the  fame  that  it  was,, 
the  very  fame  that  the  apoftles  preached.     Neither  is  there  any  need  of  . 
confirming  it  now ;  for  it  is  generally  believed  among  profeflbrs  of  alllbrts; 
as  Chrift*s  birth,,  preaching,  living  holily,  dying  (offering  himfelf  up  as  a 
fecrificc  for  fin),  rifing,-  afcending,  fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father, 
who  doubts  of  thefe  things  ?  But  under  all  this  knowledge  men  hide  their 
fins,  their  lufts,  and  corruptions,  fervihg  not  the  Lord  (not  truly  fearing, 

.  believing  in,,  and  obeying  him)  but  his  enemies,  and  are  become  corrupt 
like  unto,  the  Heathen ;.  being  in  words  Chriftians,,  but  as  to  the  holy  con- 
verfation  and  powcrof  the  endlefs  life,  as  far  from-  it  as  the  very  Heathenw 
Therefore  hath  the  Lord  vifited  the  world  in  this  ftate,  and  lent  forth  what 
he  judged,  meet  for  it  in  this  ftate;  to  wit,  not  a  miniftry  to  preach  over 
that  dtxSlrine,  under  which  the  Chriftian  world  had  corrupted  themfelves*; 
but  to  point  to  the  principle  of  lift,  wherein  is  the  light  and  power  to  dif. 
cover,  lead  from  and  waih  away  this  corruption;  And  with  this  miniftry 
there  goeth  a  power,  to  reach  the  heart  and  raife  the  witnefs,  in  all  that 
hear  in  fear;  and"  in  the  fenfe  and  dread  of  God  ;  fo  that  the  witnefs  prefent- 

•  ly  anfwers^  and  the  mind  is  inwardly  fatisfied,  knows  the  thing,  and  turns 
to  it.  Now  this  (and  the  effcdt  of  this)  is  beyond  miracles,  and  the  fatisfac- 
tion  or  affurance  which  they  can  afford.  For  miracles  leave  a  difpute  in  the 
mind  (notwithftanding  all  the  miracles  Chrift  fliewed,  there  was  yet  a  dif- 
pute and  diffadsfafbion.  in  the  minds  of  many  concerning  him).  But  be 
that  fech  the  thing  itfclf  in  the  true  principle,  where  the-  demonftra- 
tion  and  certainty  of  the  Spirit's  affurance  is  received;  he  is  paft  difpute, 
and  is  gone  a  degree,  in  the  nature  of  things^  beyond  that  fatis-, 
fadion  which  miracles  can  afford.  He  is  out  of  that,  ftate  and  mind 
which  alketh  a  fign,  or  feeketh  confirmation  by  a  fign.  So  that  men  ought 
to  take  hoed  how  diey  expe£b  or  call  for  miracles  new,  as  the  Jew^  did  to. 

Chiiih 
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Chrift  for  a  fign  of  old  \  for  that  is  not  the  temper  of  mind  which  thb 
dilpenfation  is  to  anfwer,  but  rather  to  draw  men  out  from  thence  into  a 
principle,  into  the  new  life  and  Spirit  itfclf ;  where  fuller  demonftrations  (of 
a  deeper  nature)  are  given  to  the  foul,  than  outward  miracles  are.  Feel 
the  power  that  is  revealed,  feel  the  life  that  is  made  manifeft,  let  in  the 
light  of  the  day  which  (hines ;  this  will  fcattcr  the  darknels  from  thee,  and 
clear  up  the  things;  of  the  day  unto  thee.  The  pure  miniftfation  of  power, 
the  pure  miniftration  of  life,  the  light  of  the  cverlafting  day  is  come.  Oh ! 
wait  the  opening  of  the  eye  that  fees  it,  and  be  conceived  and  brought  forth 
in  the  womb  of  it. 


Some   further   QJJESTIONS   anfwered,    concern- 
ing the  New  Covenant. 

Queft.  I.  TT  THAT  were  tbofe  iays^  after  which  the  New  Covenanl  was  to 
W    iemade? 

Anfw.  They- were  the  days  of  the  law  and  prophets,  the  days  of  the  firft 
covenant,  the  days  of  God's  exercifing  and  making  trial  of  that  outward 
people  the  Jews,  by  his  outward  and  literal  covenant.  After  the  full  ex- 
piring of  thofe  days,  another  covenant  was  to  be  made. 

Queft.  2.  IVhat  are  the  days  wherein  the  new  covenant  is  made  f 

Anfw.  They  are  the  days  of  Chrift,  the  days  of  his  power,  the  days  of 
the  miniftration  of  his  Spirit. 

Queft.  3.  What  is  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  and  Judah^  with  which  this  new  covi- 
nant  is  te  be  made  f  Is  it  the  Ifrael  and  Judah  according  to  the  flejb  ?  The  Ifrael 
and  Judah  according  to  the  old  covenant  \  or  according  to  the  new  ? 

Anfw.  When  the  old  covenant  is  pafled  away,  the  confideration  of  Ifrael 
and  Judah  (after  the  flefti)  paiTed  away  alfo ;  and  the  new  covenant  is  fitted 
for,  and  made  with,  the  new  Ifrael  and  Judah  -,  {o  that,  as  the  apoftle  faid. 
He  is  not  (now,  according  to  this  covenant)  a  Jew^  that  is  one  outward  \  nor 
is  that  circumcifion^  which  is  outward  in  the  flefh  \  hut  he  is  a  JeWj  which  is 
one  inward^  &c.  The  gofpel  breaks  down  the  outward  confideration  be- 
tween Jew  apd  Gentile,  and  brings  up  another  confideration  in  both  -,  (o 
that  the  promifes  and  bleflings  are  not  to  either  in  their  old  ftate,  but  as 
they  are  gathered  into,  and  fpring  up  in,  the  new  feed. 

Queft.  4..  Is  this  covenant  J^aultlefs  f  Doth  it  mend  that  which  God  found 
amifs  in  the  other  ?  Doth  it  keep  more  firmly  tg  him  than  the  other  did?  Is  there 
no  falling  aw^  from  it?  , 

Anfw.  Yes,  it  is  fauldefs,  it  doth  help  the  defedts  of  the  other.  It  doth 
keep  more  firmly  to  God.    Ther?  is  ng  falling  away  from  it,  by  thofe  widi 

whom 
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whom  it  is  fully  made,  and  who  are  eflabliflied  in  it.  But  in  the  paflage 
and  travel,  there  is  danger  to  the  foul  which  is  ndf  faithful  and  watchful, 
left  it  be  drawn  from  that  which  gives  it  right  to,  and  entrance  into,  the 
covenant.  For  as  the  beginning  is  in  the  faith,  and  in  the  obedience ;  fo 
is  the  continuance,  growth,  and  progrels.  -  Thus  the  cofoel  was  preached. 
He  that  belicveth^  and  is  baptized^  Jhall  be  faved ;  which  oelieving  includes 
not  only  a  beginning  to  believe,  but  a  going  on  therein,  and  continuing  to 
the  end.  For  fo  is  thp  promife  and  word  of  Chrift,  He  that  continuetb  to 
the  end  jhall  he [aved.  But  if  any  man  draw  back  from  the  Lord,  from  his 
Spirit,  and  return  into  the  way  of  death  with  the  other  fpirit,  the  foul  rf 
the  .Lord  will  liavc  no  pleafure  in  him. 

Object.  But  then  this  alfo  is  like  the  firji  covenant^  depending  upon  the  crea- 
*  ture^  and  is  defe£live  as  the  other  was. 

Anfw.  No ;  this  covenant  doth  not  depend  upon  the  creature  :  but  upon 
God's  love,  mercy,  and  power,  which  hath  no  limits  in  this  covenant,  but 
may  extend  itiielf  as  far  and  as  long  as  it  pleafeth.  It  dependeth  upon  the 
principle  of  his  life,  upon  the  power  of  his  Spirit  freely  difpenfed  to  the 
creature  \  yet  the  creature  that  will  reap  and  enjoy  this,  muft  come  to  it  in 
the  faith  and  power  which  is  of  the  principle,  and  in  the  fame  muft  abide 
with  it.  For  God  forceth  none  to  come,  but  draweth  and  maketh  willing ; 
neither  doth  he  force  any  to  day,  but  perfuadeth  and  maketh  willing  to 
flay.  This  is  the  manner  of  his  working  in  the  day  of  his  power.  But 
now,  if  the  foul  hearken  to  the  other  fpirit,  and  his  drawings,  and  depart 
from  the  Lord,  and  will  not  hearken  and  be  won  again,  the  love  and 
.  pleafure  of  the  Lord  turns  from  it,  even  according  to  the  law  of  this  cove* 
'  nant.  For  there  is  a  law  of  this  covenant,  according  to  the  nature  of  it  (ac« 
cording  to  which  the  Lord  works)  as  well  as  there  was  in  the  other. 

Now  fearch  ye  the  fcriptures  concerning  this  thing.  Is  there  any  pro- 
mife of  falvation,  but  upon  coming  to  tlie  Son ;  or  to  them  that  come, 
witl)out  abiding  ?  Did  not  Chrift  teU  his  own  difciples,  that  as  they  were  in 
the  vine,  in  his  love,  fo  they  muft  abide  there  ?  It  was  the  law  his  Father 
gave  him,  and  the  fame  law  he  giveth  them.  It  is  natural  to  man  to 
backflide ;  and  in  his  backfliding  from  that  wherein  is  the  life  and  virtue, 
how  can  he  but  mifs  of  the  life  and  virtue  of  it  ?  Therefore,  in  this  cove- 
nant, the  Lord  hath  provided  that  which  will  heal  the  backflidings,  which 
will  M[ork  out  all  in  man  freely,  which  will  powerfully  preferve  him,  £s?r. 
But  he  muft  come  to  it  (he  muft  come  to  the  Son,  he  muft  come  to  the  wa- 
ters) and  he  muft  alfo  abide  there.  Yet  this  i§  not  required  of  him  to  do  of 
himfelf  neither,  according  to  the  law  and  courfe  of  the  old  covenant ;  but 
of  him  in  the  new  ability^  which  is  in  the  new  principle  of  life,  wherein 
he  is  daily  to  receive  it :  yea,  it  is  witli  him,  and  near  him ;  as  near  him  to 
be  daily  drawing  him  into,  and  preferving  him  in  life,  and  within  the  limits 
of  the  covenant,  as  the  tempter  is  to  be  drawing. him  into  finning  againft 
the  covenant,  and  fo  into  death* 

Queft.. 
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Queft.  4.  JVbat  doth  God  promife  to  do  for  the  new  houfe  of  Ifrael  and  Judak 
in  this  new  covenant  ? 

Anfw.  He  promifeth  to  put  his  laws  into  their  mind,  and  to  write  them 
in  their  hearts.  (Oh  !  happy  he  that  fcnoweth  thefe  laws,  this  mind,  this 
heart,  this  manner  of  writing!)  Heproroifcth  to  be  their  God,  and  that 
they  (hall  be  his  people.  (This  covenant  is  a  powerful  covenant ;  it  win 
make  fo  indeed ! )  H6  promifeth  to  become  their  teacher,  and  foch  a  teacher 
as  all  fhall  know  him,  from  the  leaft  to  the  greatcft,  even  fo  as  they  (hall 
not  need  to  feek  out  abroad  after  the  knowkdge  of  him.  (It  is  io  where 
this  covenant  is  made,  even  with  the  leaft  with  whom  it  is  complcated  i  but 
it  is  not  fo  where  it  is  only  begun,  or  in  fome  few  degrees  carried  on). 
He  promifeth  to  take  away  that  which  alone  is  able  to  hinder  the^good 
things  of  the  covenant  *,  for  he  will  be  merciful  to  their  unrighteoufnefs,  and 
their  ffns  and  iniquities  will  he  remember  no  more.  This  alfo  is  witne0ed 
according  to  the  foul's  growth  in,  and  receiving  into  it  the  ftrength  of  the 
covenant.  For  many  find  finning  againft  the  covenant,  and  the  remember- 
ing of  their  iniquities  in  their  paflage  ;  yea^  judgment  doth  condnue  in 
the  refining  timej  till  that  be  made  to  pafs  away  thereby  which  the  judg- 
ment is  to ;  but  in  the  covenant  itfelf  is  reft,  joy,  peace,  fatisfa£tion,  life, 
and  powerful  redemption  and  rightcoufnels  for  evermore. 

Queft.  5.  How  is  this  covenant  made^  and  bow  doth  the  foul  enter  into  ity 
grow  up  in  it^  and  reap  and  enjoy  thefweet  hleffings  and  promifes  of  itf 

Anfw.  It  is  made  in  the  faith  and  obedience  of  the  foul  to  the  goipel,  to 
the  power  of  the  endlefs  life.  It  is  made  according  to  the  promife.  The 
promife  is  to  him  that  believes  and  obeys  the  gofpcl.  There  is  no  other 
way  in  it  but  union  with  Chrift  in  the  faith,  from  which  flows  obedience  to 
the  holy  commands  and  requirings  of  his  Spirit.  All  unbelief  and  diibbe- 
dience  is  out  of  this  holy  blefled  covenant.  They  are  ftops  in  the  way,  and 
hinder  the  foul  both  from  entering  into,  and  fit)m  abiding  in,  the  covenant  j 
yea,  the  gates  of  hell  may  eafily  prevail  againft  them  who  do  not  believe, 
obey,  watch  and  pray,  but  enter  into  the  temptations  of  the  enemy,  which 
draw  into  death,  as  the  motions  and  requirings  of  the  Spirit  lead  into  life. 


A  brief  Account  concerning  Silent  Meetings  5  the 
Nature,  Ufe,  Intent,  and  Benefit  of  them.    " 

TH I S  IS  a  great  myftery,  hid  from  the  eye  of  man,  who  is  run  from 
the  inward  life  into  outward  obfervations.  He  cannot  fee  either  that 
this  is  required  by  the  Lord  of  his  people,  or  any  edification  therein,  or 
benefit  thereby  -,  but  to  the  mind  that  Is  drawn  inward  the  thing  is  plain  •, 
and  the  building  up  hereby  in  the  life  of  God,  and  fellowffiip  one  with 

another 
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another  therein,  is  fweedy  felt ;  and  precious  refrelhnient  from  the  prcfence 
of  the  Lord  received^  by  them,  who  fingjy  herein  wait  upon  him  according 
to  the  leadings  and  requirings  <^  his  Holy  Spirit.  Now  to  open  the  thing 
a  little  to  the  upright-hearted,  if  the  Lord  pkafe. 
'  After  the  mind  is  in  fbme  meafure  turned  to  the  Lord,  his  quickenings 
felt,  his  feed  beginning  to  arife  and  fpring  up  in  the  heart,  then  the  fleih 
is  to  be  (ilent  before  him,  and  the  foul  to  wait  upon  him  (and  for  hjs  fur- 
ther appearings)  in  that  meafure  of  life  which  is  already  revealed.  Now 
this  is  a  great  thipg  to  know  flelh  filenced,  to  feel  the  reafoning  thoughts 
and  difcourfes  of  the  flefhly  mind  flilled,  and  the  wildom,  light,  and  guid- 
ance of  God's  S{Mrit  waited  for.  For  man  .is  to  come  into  the  poverty  of 
ielf,  into  the  abafednefs,  into  the  nothingnefs,  into  the  (ilence  of  his  fpirit 
before  the  Lord ;  into  the  putting  off  of  all  his  knowledge,  wifdom,  undcr- 
ftanding,  abilities,  all  that  he  is,  hath  done,  or  can  do,  out  of  this  m^ure  of 
life,  into  which  be  is  to  travel,  that  he  may  be  doathied  and  filled  with  the* 
nature.  Spirit,  and  power  of  the  Lord. 

Now  in  this  meafure  of  life  which  is  of  Chrift  (and  in- which  Chtift  is, 
and  appears  to  the  ibul)  there  is  the^  power  of  life  and  death;  power  to*, 
kill  to  the  flefli,  tuid  power  to  quicken  to  God  ^  iDomtv  to  caufe  the  foul  to 
ceafe  j&t>m  its  own«  woridngs,  and  powec  to  woric  in  and  for  the  foul  what 
God[  fiK^uires,  and  what  isaceeptable  in  his  fight  And  in  this  God  is  to  be 
waited  upon  and^R^orfl^i{^d  continually  (both  in  ptmte  and  in  publick)  ac- 
cording as  his  Spirit  draws  afid  teaches. 

•  For  the  Lord  reqmrechof  his  people  not  only  to  worfllip  hifn  apart^  but  to^ 
meet  together  to  worfhip  him,  in  the  ^afbns,  and  according  to  the  drawings,  of • 
hls-Spirft :  suid^they  that  are  taught  of  him,  dare  not  fbrfake  the  afifembling  of 
themselves  together,  s(s  themannerof  fomeis;  but  watch  againfl  the  temptations 
and'  ihares,  which*  the  enemy  lays  to  deceive  them  therefrom,  and  to  difturb- 
theipfenfe  by,  that  they  might  not  ffeel  the  drawings  of  the  Father  thereunto. 

And  this  is  the  manner  of  their  worifaip.    They  are  to  wait  upon  the  Lord, 
to^  meet  in  the  filence  of  flefh,  and  to  watch  for  the  ftirrings  of  his  life,  and 
the  breakings  forth  of  ki^  power  amongft  them.    And  in  thebreakings  forth* 
of  that  power  they  may  pray,  fpcak,  exhort,  rebuke,  fing,  or  mourn,  ^c. 
according  as  the  Spirit  teaches,  requires,  and  gives  utterance.     But  if  th© 
Spirit  do  not  require  to  fpeak,  and  give  to  utter,  then  every  one  is  to  fit  ftilt 
in  his  place  (in  his  heavenly  place  I  mean)  feeling  his  own  meafure,  feeding, 
thereupon,  receiving  therefrom  (into  his  fpirit)  what  the  Lord  giveth.    Now 
in  this  is  edifying,  pure  edifying,  precious  edify ing^  his  foul  who  thus  waits, 
is  hereby  particularly  edified  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Loni  at  every  meeting.  And' 
then  aUo  there  is  the  lifeof  the  whole  felt  in  every  vefiftl  that  is  turned  to  its 
meafure  ^  infomuch|i$jdie  warmth  of  lii^e  in  each  l^eflel  doth  not  only  warm, 
the  particular,  but  they  are  like  an  heap  of  frefh  and  living  cqals,  wataiing  pnc^ 
another,  infomuch  as  a  great  flrength,  frelhnefs,  and  vigour  of  life  flows  into 
aU.  And  if  any  be  burthencd,  tempted,  buffetted  by  Satan,  bowed  down,  ovcr- 
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bprni!^  ld»)gui(hing,.  ft6ii£^f4  diftreiSKl,  t:^€.  tb0  ei^  of  fiKjh  i^  £elt  in  &M 
and  fecret  cries,  qr  ofion  (^  tbe  X40r4  p^fifoth)  a&^nd  up  tp  t)ie  Lord  foF  chemt 
and  they  many  times  Snd  cafe  and  reUef,  i^  a  &rw  words  fpoken,  or  witl^ut 
words,  if  it  be  the  feafon  of  t;hcir  bdip  and  relief  ^ith  the  Lord, 

For  abfehiteiy  (Uenc  m^tings  (whf reia  th^re  is  ar^fplution  not  to fpeak)  we 
know  not ;  but  we  wait  on  the  Lord,  either  to  feel  hina  in  words,  or  in  filenceof 
fpirit  without  wordft,  as  he  pkafeth.  And  that  which  T«e  aim  at,  and  are  inftruc^ 
ted  to  by  the  Spirit  of  the  L^rd  as  to  filent  tneetlngs,  is  ^at  th^  fieib  inevery  one 
be  kept  filent,  and  that  ther<  be  no  buUding  up,  but  in  the  Spirit  and  power  of 
the  Lord, 

Now  there  are  Several  ftates  of  people :  fome  fed  little  of  the  Lord's  preiencei 
\^i^  feel  temptations  and  thoughts,  with  many  wanderings  and  rovings  of 
mind.  Thefe  are  not  y^t  aicquainted  with  the  power,  or  at  leafl:  know  npt  its  do- 
minion, but  rather  feel  dominion  of  the  evil  over  the  good  in  them.  And  this  ia 
aiibre  travailing  and  moQriiful  ftate,  and  meetings  to  foch,  s^  tiiefi?  (many  ti|xif3); 
mayfeemto  themfelves  rather  for  theworfethani  for  the bettJePit  Yet  even  thefe, 
turnings  ^  much  as  may  be,  frosm  fuch  thiiigs,  and  deaving  (ok  ac  l^aA  id  £rt|th 
of  hei^'t  defiring  to  cleave)  ^  that  which  difliketh  or  wicnf  if<pth  agfinft  t^eui^ 
have  acceptance  with  ti^Lqrd  herein;  and  continulti^  to  w^tja  #iis  trovUe 
^d  diftrefs  (keejung  cUsfe  to  meeting,  inrfear  an^ftit^efikioft  to^th*  Lo^i  *ho; 
tequireth  it,  tho*  with  Ik  tie  appearing  benefit  )j.do  re^  w  iiiddeii  benefit  at  pre^ 
&»(,  and  flmU :  neap  ar  wm^  <?lear  arni  manifeft  benefit  aft^^ardS)  as  the  Lord 
waftetfa  andweareth  out  that  inthem^  wfa^fQinthedarJIl^ie&hMihi^ 
Now  «)  evidenoe  that  |he  I^or d  doth  require  thefe  fikmEjQ»eeaiig9t  or  oatf^tiiigs 
after  this  manner  filent,  it  m^y  thus  af^ar. 

God  is  to  be  worshipped  iii^>irit»  in  his  own  poimaod  andthiaisarliia 
own  difpofe.  Hi?  churqh  is  a  gathering  io  the  Spirit.  If  any  nilifi  fpeak  ^t9% 
he  muft  fpeak  as  the  orackof  God,  a^  the  vefifel  out  of  which  God  fpeaka ;  as 
the  trumpet  out  of  which  he  g^ves  the  found*  Therefore  there  ia  to  be  a  wait- 
ing in  filence,  till  tbe.  Sjnrit  of  the  Lord  move  to  fpes^  and  aUb  give  words  to 
^eak«  For  a  man  is  not  to^fpeak  his  own  words,  or  in  his  own  wUdom  or  ticae  \, 
but  tbe  Spirit's  w(^s,  m  the  Spirit's  wii^om  and  time^  whkh  i^  when  he  moves, 
and  gives  to  fpeak*  And  feeing  the  i^rit  inwardly  nouriflieth,  when  he  giveth 
BOtto  fpeak  words,  the  inward  fenfe  ^nowithoacot  is  (^  be  watited  for,  and^ 
ceived  as  it  was  given  when  there  are  no  words*  Yea^  t^.  miniftry  of  the  Spirit 
and  life  is  more  dofe  and  iounediate  whea  without  wwdg,  th^n  when  with: 
words,  as  has  been  often  fdit,  and  is  faithfoUy  teftiBedl»y  many  witnefies.  Eye 
hatbnot  feen  nor  ear  heard,  neither  ha/^h  eoter^sd  into  thtfaeart^man,  how  sM^di 
what  things  God  reveals  to  hi3  children  by  kia  Spirit^  when  they  walcupon  htna; 
in  his  pure  fear,  and  worfiiip  and  conrerfe  with  him  in  fpirit  \  fi>r  then  the 
fountain  of  the  ^eat  dieep  is  unjfeded*  and  the  everlafling  fpriogs  fiately  give  up 
the  pure  and  living  water* 
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TH  £  gofpel  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvatioiu  Oh !  blefied  i^  he, 
who  meets  with  that  which  powerfully 4aves  1  Mod  mens  religion  is  but 
a  talk  and  profeflion  of  that  which  they  have  not ;  and  what  will  fuch  a 
kind.ctf' religion  avails  >.  when  it^  corner  to  be  tri^  by  the.  piercing  fir&of  the 
Spirtt  of  burning,  and  pufe  Xii^^P^i^^)  judgment.  Neither  circumcifion 
availeth  any  thing,  nor  uncircumcifion,  but  a  new  creature.  Alas !  how 
few  know  that !  And  yet  if  any  mapHbe  in  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  creature ;  old 
things  are  paiied  away^  and  all  things  become  new  there.  Who  can  bear  die 
^ocmon  of  diis  -triah?^  Formany  pretend  to  bein  Chrift,  and  yet  they  thcav 
ielvcs  itie  ftill  m  the  trfd  nature^ and' fpirit.  *  Be  not  deceived,  faith  the  apdflde, 
God  is  not  mocked*  Alas !  how  many  are  deceived  about  their  religion ! 
Indeed  it  is  impoffible  for  a  nian^not  to.  be  deceived,  who  knoweth  not  the 
anointing,  nor  is  taught  his  religion  by  the  anointing.  He  is  truth  and  no 
lye,  and  he  teacheth  truth  and  no  lye ;  but  mens  apprehenfions  and  con- 
ceiyibgs^  upcttt  the  holy  ^ptures.' and  myfteries  of  God's  Icingdom,  ar^  but 
like  themfelves,  empty  and  vain.  Oh !  that  men  could  fee  with  the  true 
eye,  hear  with  the  true  ear,  underftand  with  the  true  heart !  Then  might 
they  know  indeed,  aqd  come  to  witneKs  the  Ethiopian  ikin  wafhed,  and  the 
leopard  ^ts  changedy  but  ti}l  then,  they  may.  change  firom  one  opinion  to 
another;  ^nd  from  one  profefiion  and  way  of  religion  to  anothet,  and  yet  in 
nature,  fpirit,  mind,  and  heart,  yea,  and  in  converfation  alio  (as  to  the  fub- 
ftance  thereof),  remain  ftiU  one  and  the  fame.  And  What  will  become  of 
men,^whofe  hope  is  in  their  religion,  in  their  knowledge  of  Chrift,  in  their 
^Ij,yin  their  worfhip,  (^c.  if  aV  thcfe,*  when  they  cornc  to  be  tried,  lljajl 
be  found  wanting  or  the  true  nature  and  virtue,  and  condemned  by  the 
Lord  for  dead  and  dry  !  Oh  I  that  men  knew  what  (hould  be  yoked  down, 
what  fhould  be  turned  from  4nd.  denied,  how  gloriouQy  and  takingly  foever 
it  appears!  All  flefii  is  grafs;  all  fleihly  knowledge  and  religion  muft  pafs 
away.  That  which  the  earthly  man  can  comprehend 'in  his  underftanding, 
is  but  the  outward,  the' flefhly  part  of  religion;  the  fpiritual  knowledge, 
the  living  knowledge,  is  referved  for,  and  given  tb,  the  fpiritual  capacity  and 
uhdeiilaiiding,  which  ^echlldrdiof  die  Moft  High  received  in  the'  new 
birth,  and  holy  begcttings  of  life* 

Here 


PREFACE.  ccclvu 

*  « 

Here  are  fbme  Queries,  held  forth  in  love  to  thee^  reader,  to  bring  thee  to 
a  true  fenfe  in  many  wei^ty  matters.  They  are  not  of  a  confounding  (un*- 
lefs  it  be  to  that  part  which  is  not  to  know),  but  of  an  opening  nature ; 
they  were  fweet  to  my  tafte,  which  (as  in  God's  prefence,  and  by  the  virtue 
of  his  life  and  Spirit  flowing  in  me)  reliihed  the  things  queried  of.  I  defire 
they  may  be  profitable  to  thee  alfb,  and  that  thou  mayeil  witnefe  the  guid- 
ance of  God^s  Spirit,  leading  thee  into,  an^  giving  thee  faithfully  to  waU:  in, 
the  way  that  leads  to  eternal  reft.  For  our  days  in  this  world  are  but  for 
a  moment,  and  then  we.  muft  be  judged, /and  diijpofed  of  by  the  Lord, 
for  ever ;  .each  perfon  according  to  the  nature  and  fpirit  he  is  of,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body^  whether  they  have  been  good  or 
evil.  The  Lord  give  thee  fo  to  condder  thy  ways,  that  thou  mayeft  apply 
thy  heart  to  true  wifdom ;  which  confifts  in  fearing  of  God,  and  departing 
from  evil ;  which  the  leaft  child,  that  i$  taught  of  God,  learns  *,  and  thofe 
.that  are  grown  up  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  are  ikilful  and  perfeft  in  ; 
fo  that  they  cannot  do  any  thing  againft  the  truth,  but  in  and  for  the 
truth. 

There  are  alfo  fbme  queftions  anfwered ;  one  about  preaching  the  gofpdl 
after  the  apoftafy,  another  about  die  Veadfon  of  God's  not  teaching  o^ers 
what  it  pleaieth  him  to  teach  us ;  and  the  way  of  his  teaching  us.  There  i& 
likewife  fomewhat  concerning  the  threefold  appearance  of  Chrift,  and 
touching  Mount  Sinai,  from  whence  the  .law  of  the  letter  was  given ;  and 
Mount  Sion,  from  whence  the  law  of  the  Spirit  goes  forth ;  as  likewife 
concerning  the  temple  and  facrifices  under  the  gofpelyand  of  the  way  to 
know  one's  eleflion,  and  to  obtain  full  aflufance  thereof,  ^c.  All  thefe  fprang 
from  life  in  my  heart,  for  thy  fake  who  breatheft  after,  the  Lqrd,  and  after 
Jiis  pure  way  and  holy  path  of  life,,  and  who  rcadeft  in  humility,  fear,  and 
uprightnefs ;  and  my  prayers  t6  the  God  of  my  life  go  along  with  them, 
that  thy  heart  may  be  opened  by  him,  in  the  reading  of  them,  and  that 
thou  nlayeft  have  the' fenfe  of  them  in  the  fhinings  of  his  lisht  in  thine  own 
heart,  whofe  work  it  is  to  caufe  it  to  flune  out  of  the  darknefs ;  that  his 
glorious  gofpel  may  not  behid^from  the  fons  of  men;  but,  through  the 
'  virtue^,  power,  and  operation  of  the  Spirit  of  truth  (which  firft  convinceth 
of  fin,  and  then  leadeth  out  of  it,  into  that  which  is  pure  and,  holy)  they 
may  come  to  be  acquainted'  with  the  myftery  of  life,  which  hath  been  hid 
from  ages  and  generations,  but  is  now  made  manifeft  to.  God's  children  and 
fanftified  ones ;  which  being  made  manifeft  to  tjiem,  is  revealed  and  known 
to  be  Chrift  in  them,  the  hope  of  glory:  *.  THq  Lord  grant  thou  mayeft 
know  and  experience  him  to  be  fo  to  thce/and  fn  thee,  Amen. 
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To  thofe  that  Defire  the 

KNOWLEDGE    of  the  True    GOD. 

^be  Injpiration  of  the  Almikty  ghetJb  Underfiamimg. 
We  know  that  the  Sm  of  God  is  come^  and  hath. giwn  ms  m'lMlkr^ 
Jiandmg^  that  <we  may  know  him  that  is  fTrue. 

IT  is  a  great  matter  to  receive  an  underftanding  From  the  Lord  ^  whkh 
until  a  tnan  doth,  hisTcnow ledge  is  neither  true,  living,  nor  iaving. 

Now,  hfe  that  would  receive  an  underftanding  from  the  Lord,  muft  wait 
to  know  the  beginnings  of  the  new  and  holy  underftanding ;  and  what  that 
underftatadirig  and  knowledge  is,  which  ftands  in  the  way  thereof,  and  bow 
to  part  therewith :  and  dien  he  muft  £^thfully  lofe  and  part  with  it  for 
the  other  •,  which  is  pure,  true,  and  heavenly. 

And  when  a  n^an  hath  received  an  underftanding  from  the  Lord,  then  he 
may  weigh,  conftder,  and  come  to  know  things  aright :  but  till  then,  deceit 
win  lodge  In  his  heart,  and  have  power  over  him ;  and  his  very  wifdom  artd 
knowledge  will  pervert  him,  and  turn  him  afide  from  the  way  of  life  and 
truth.  The  wife  profeffing  Jews  were  hindered  from  owning  the  'Mcfliab, 
by 'the'  very  knowledge  which  they  had  gathered  and  comprehended  out  of 
the  letter  of  the  fcriptures. 

But  if  a  man  hath  received  an  underftanding  from  the  Lord  in  mea- 
fure,  yet  it  is  an  hard  matter  to  keep  to  that  underftanding  \  and  he  muft 
lie  very  tow  and  humble,  who  lb  doth.  Qh !  what  a  continual  watch  hath 
my  Ibul  had  (and  ftill  hath)  againft  that  part  wherein  my  religion  formerly 
ftood !  For  though  the  Lord  had  reached  to  the  pure  feed  of  life  in  me, 
and  had  quickened  my  foul  thereby ;  yet  I  knew  not  how  to  turn  to  the 
feed,  and  abide  in  the  feed,  and  tb  hold  my  knowledge  and  life  there  \  but 
was  ftill  ftriving  to  live  and  know  (and  comprehend  and  praftife)  in  a  part 
above  the  feed  *,  and  the  enemy  was  ftill  too  hard  for  me,  and  did  often  de- 
prive me  of  the  benefit  or  right  ufe  of  what  the  Lord  had  wrought  in  me, 
and  freely  beftowed  upon  me. 

Alas! 


AfewJVondssmG^neral^  &c.  359 

Alas  I  who  can  underftand  this  voice !  Surelv  it  is  very  hard  for  any  fo  to 
dO)  but  fuch.who  have  had  fom^i  ^nfible  wa  lively  experience  thereof  in 
thcmfelves  j  but  for  want  of  this  knowledge,  fenfe,  and  experience,  many 
are  deeply  deceived  coocermng  the  Lord^efii^  Cbrift,  and  the  fbate  of  thei^ 
own  fouls,  concerning  faith  in  him,  love  to  him,  pardon  of  fin  and  juftifica- 
tion  in  and  through  him ;  regeneration  and  fandification  by  his  Spirit  \  and 
concerning  walking  in  the  way  of  holinefs,  and  obeying  hi$  cqmmands ; 
and  fo  err  in  heart  exceedingly  (both  in  doctrine  and  pradice)  concerning 
the  weighty  things  which  appertain  to  (alvation. 

Now  I  bavmg  erred  in  time  paft  in  my  former  profeifions,  and  been 

ideeply  perplexed  and  diftrefied,  through  my  erring  from  the  holy  feed. 

Spirit,  and  power  of  life  \  bear  'with  me !  bear  with  me !  yea  I  lay  again, 

bear  with  me,  if  I  pity  others,  and  fincerely  defire  that  their  eyes  may  be 

opened  to  fee  the  pure,  living,  h^9  undefiled  way,  in  which  no  defiled 

fpirit  can  walk ;  but  a  man  muft  be  tnily  made  alive,  and  truly  cleanfed  in 

miod  aad  fpiri^.before  he  can  wfilk  in  this  way.    ^folw,  if  w£  exp!srimen];ally> 

moil  tenderly,  and  in  true  love^  witn^fs,  from, the  God  of  life  and  falvation, 

where  the  lite  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  cleanfing  of  his  blood  and 

Spirit  is  met  with,  and  that  according  to  the  plain  teftimony  of  the  fcrip-. 

tures,  why  are  ye  offended  with  us  for  our  love,  and  for  telling  you  the 

truth,  as  the  Lord  hath  opened  our  eyes,  and  taught  us  to  fee  and.  read  it 

in  the-fcripturcs  of  truth,  ^nd  as  we  h^ve  experimentally  found  it  in  Jefus  ?  , 

Well  \  the  Lord  knoweth  how  we  are  many  times  mourning  and' praying 

for  you,  while  ye  arc  reviling  and*  backbiting  ua ;  for  we  know  the  way  and 

Qourfe  of  tha^  fpirit. wherein  y?  oppofe  us.'  And,  oh!  that  ye  yourlelves 

alfo  did  know  what  fpirit  it  is,  which  thus  aftsyou!  For  then,  forcly,  y^ 

would  confefs  it  to  be  the  very  fame  which  oppefed  Chtift  in  the  days  of  his 

flefh,  having  only-  a  different  cover  and  way  of*  appearance  j  that,,  crying 

him  up  as  to  come ;  this,  as  already  come ;  but  both  denying  him  who  ifl 

the  MeflSaft.    For  in  that  ye  deny  his  Spirit,  life,  appearance  and  powei( 

in  the  leaft  of  his,  ye  deny  him.    Oh !  that  ye  could  feel  Ae  tender  bowels^ 

truth  of  heart,  and  true  underilanding  from,  God's  Holy  Spirit,  wherein 

this  is  written !  Oh!'  that  ye  could  rightly  diftinguifli  between- the  precious 

and  the  vile ;,  and  not  c^U  that  vi)e,  which  in  God'^  fight  is  procibus ;  nof 

that  prccfious,  which  in  GckPs  light  is  vSe.     Ye  muft  fed*  tKe  holy  feed, 

the  living  of  God,  judae  in  you  •,  afid  ye  jjudj^  only  in  that,  or  ye  will  err  in 

judging  according^  to  the  appearance,  and  not  ju^ge^the  pigihteous  judgment. 

Readiag  Goal,  26di  of  tiie     -       - 
Third  Month».  ti69U ' 
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LIFE    and    IMMORTALITY 

Brought  tgi  Light  bf  the 

gospel: 

BE  ING 

A  true  Difcovcry  of  the  Nature  and  Ground^  of  the  Religiok 

and  Kingdom  of  CHRIST,  &c^ 


I. 

Some  Sljferies  concerning  tie]  State  of  the  CBurcB  as  it  was  in  the 

jlpo/jtles,  Di^s^  and  was  to  he  afterwards.. 

Sluery  ^^WJ  ^^  '^ot  the  church  exceeding  beautifuU  and  in  heavenly 
W  S^<>^>  in  ^^  ^y^  of  ^^c  apofUea  ?  Did  (he  onlf  cravsul 
after  life  and  glory  ?  Did  Ihe  not  alfo  bring  forth  ?  Did  (be  not  wirnefs  the 
kingdom  come,  the  power  come,  the  eternal  life  come  ?  And  did  ihe  not 
panake  thereof,  and  dwell  therein  ?  Was  {he  not  a  woman  cloathed  with 
the  fun,  and  the  moon  under  her  feet,  and  crowned  with  a  crown  of  twelve 
liars  ?  Yea,  did  (he  not  bring  forth  the  man-child,  which  was  to  rule  all 
nations  with  a  rod  of  iron  ?  Who  can  read  this  ftate,  who  is  not  in  feme 
meafure  a  partaker  of  the  fame  glory  ? 

.  ^uefy  a.  Was  not  this  heaven  afterwards  wrapped  up,  rolled  up;  and  did 
not  this  glory  pa($  away  ?  Did  not  the  great  red  dragon  fight  widx  the  wo- 
man ?,  And  did  (he  not  fly  into  the  wildernefs,  and  was  not  the  man-child 
caught  up  to  God  ?  And  did  not  the  remnant  of  her  feed  (who  had  the  tcffi- 
mony  of  Jefus,  and  who  kept  his  commandments)  teftify  and  prophefy  iQ 
lackdoth  ?  Read  the  xith  and  xiith  chapters  of  the  Revelations. 

^uery  3.  Upon  the  flight  <rf^  the  true  church  into  the  wildernefs  (when 

Ihe  wsus  thus  gone  out  of  ^ght)  did  not  the  falfe  church  ftart  up;  which  made 

a  glorious  and  taking  appearance  in  the  world,  to  the  eye  of  man's  wifdom? 

Did  not  (he  fit  upon  a  fcarlet^coloured  beaft  (wife  and  fkrong)  having  feven 

-  beads, 
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heads,  and  ten  homs?  Was  (he  not  arrayed  in  purple  and  fcarkt  colour, 
and  decked  with  gold,  and  precious  ftcHies,  and  pearls,  having  a  golden 
cup  in  her  hand,  making  the  kings,  nations,  and  inhabitants  of  the  earth 
drunk  with  the  wine  of- her  fornication  ?  What  dothoie  things  mean  ?  What 
did  the  wifdom  of  God  thus^  defcribc  her  for  ?/ 

Siiicry  4.  -What  did  the  true  church  carry  into  the  wildernefi  with  her,  and 
what  did  (he  leave  behind  her  ?  Did  not  the  temple,  the  altar,  and  the  tru« 
worfhippers  go  along  with  her  \  Did  not  the  Gentiles,  fuch  aa  were  not 
^e  Jews,  fuch  as  could  not  come  into  the  temple  (but  only  into  the  out- 
ward court,  and  wor(hip  there),  did  not  thefe  fiay  behind  ?  And  had  not 
thefe  Gentiles  henceforth  (from  the  true  churches  flight  into  the  wilderne(s) 
the  outward  court  given  to  them,  that  they  might  make  ufe  of  it  (and 
wor(hip  in  it)  as  much  as  they  would  ?  The  virtue,  the  life,  the  power,  the 
Spirit  being  taken  away,  and  removed  with  v  the  true  church,  which  fled 
into  the  wilderne(s,  what  did  God  regard  the  outward  ?  Luame  it  out  oftrty^ 
miafurcj.  faith  the  Lord,  and  give  it  to  the  Gentiles^  Rev.  xi.  2.. 

.  ^ne?y  5-  What  is  the  cup,  the  golden  cup,  which  this  felfe  church  hath  in 
her  hand^.  wherein  arc  forceries  and  witchcrafts,  wherewith  (he  bewitcheth. 
people,  and  maketh  them  drunk  ?  Is  it  not  a  glorious  aj^arance  of  things 
without  the  true  life  and  power  ?  Dodtrines  concerning  God,  dodrines  con- 
cerning Chrift,  doftrines  ccxicerning  wor(hip^  dofhines  concerning  fandity,. 
&c.  Yea^  but  the  Spirit,  the  life,  the  power,  that  was  in  the  apoftle^  days« 
is  wanting.  What  remains  of  the(e  is  to  be  found  with  the  true  church, 
in  the  wilderne(s  (the  blood  of  whofe  feed  (he  drinks)  not  with  hen 

^ery  6.  What  will  become  of  this  great  woman  in  the  end;  this  rich^. 
this  glorious  church  ?  Shall  (he  continue  for  ever  ?  Shall  (he  (it  as  a  queen 
for  ever,  and  never  fee  forrow  ?  Shall  the  true  church  never  come  out  of 
the  wilderncfs,  to  be  reftored  to  her  beauty  and  glory  again  ?  Nay,  nay ; 
in  one  day  (hall  her  plagues  come ;  death,  and  mourning,  and  famme.    It 
is  true,  (he  is  wi(e  and  ftrong  (and  the  beaft  alfo,  on  which  (he  fits  and  rides, 
who  is  able  to  make  war  with  ?  faith  man's  wi(dom) ;  but  wifer  and  (h-onger 
is  the  Lord  God  Almighty,  who  judgeth  her,,  and  who.  is  taking  and  will 
take  to  him  his  great  power,  wherewith  he  will  thunder  againft  her,  until 
he  hath  brought  her  down,  and  her  fle(h  be  utterly  burnt  with  fire. 
.  ^uery  7.  What  (hall  become  of  thofe  who  drink  of  her  cup,  and  who 
believe  and  worihip  as  (he  teacheth  ?  Shall  they  not  all  drink  of  the  wine 
of  the  cup  of  the  wrath  of  God  Almighty,  poured-  out  without  mixture  ? 
Shall  they  not  partake  pf  her  dreadfiil  plagues,  in  the  hour  of  her  judgment? 
Read  Rev.  xiv.  9,  10,  ii.  and  chap,  xviii.    For  thefe  things  are  to  come  ta> 
pafs  as  certainly  as  they  were  foretold ;  and  when  they  do  come  to  pa(8» . 
blefled  (hall  the  faints  be  who  have  fufiered  with  patience,  keeping  the  com- 
mandments and  the  faith  of  Jefus ;  and  wpe  will  be  to  them  who  have  perfe- 
cuted  them,  and  dnink  their  blood.  Read  the  xiiith,  xivth,  xviich,  and  xixth 
chapters  of  the  Revelations^  which  fignify  of,  and  teftify  to,  thefe  things. 

Vol.  IL  A  a  a  Now. 
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'  Now  whereas  many  fay,  that  the  book  of  the  Revelations  is  foch  a  myftt- 
cal  book,  that  it  is  not  to  be  underftood  ;  to  what  end  then  was  it  written  ? 
It  was  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  which  .God  gave  unto  hrm,  to  fhew 
unto  his  fervants  things  which  muft  Ihortly  come  to  pafs,  cbap.i.  i.  and 
would  Chrift  give  them  forth  in  fuch  words  as  could  not  be  underftood? 
Again  it  is  faid,  ver.  5.  Bleffcd  is  he  that  readeth,  and  they  that  bear  the 
words  of  this  propbecfy  and  keep  thofe  things  which  are  written  therein  i  for 
the  time  is  at  hand.  How  -can  any  be  bkfled  in  reading,  or  how  can  any 
keep  what  is  written  therein,  without  underftanding  the  things  contained 
in  it  ?  How  can  any  follow  the  true  church  into  the  wildernefs,  or  avoid 
being  taken  with  the  golden  cup  of  fornications  of  the  faHe  church,  or  re- 
fufe  the  mark  of  the  beaft  (that  he  tak^  it  neirfier  on  his  forehead  nor 
hand,  nor  have  the  name  of  the  beaft  upon  him,  nor  fo  mudi  as  the  num^. 
ber  of  his  name)  unlefs  he  truly  and  rightly  underftand  thefe  warnings 
and  defcriptionsK)f  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  given  forth  in  the  book,  topre- 
ferve  in  the  way  of  truth,  in  the  way  of  life  (tho*  thro*  great  fufFcrings  and 
tribulations)  out  of  the  way  of  fpiritual  whoredom  and  death  ?  For  myftical 
Babylon,,  the  nations  of  the^arth  and  great-ones  (generally)  commit  forni- 
cation with.  Rev.  xvii.  2.  aodxviii.  3.  Indeed  this  book  is  amyfteryto 
man's  wifdom ;  for  it  was  not  given  to  the  wifdom  of  this  world,  but  is  hid 
from  thaj: ;  but  God  gave  it  Chrift  to  give  to  his  fervants ;  and  it  is  not  a 
myftery  (but  opened  and  revealed  by  the  Father's  Spirit)  to  the  children  cf 
the  true  wifdom,  who  are  inftrufted  and  taught  of  Gpd  to  efcape  the  bed 
of  whoredom  and  fpiritual  fornication,  which  the  earthly  wifdom  (in  the 
wifcft  men  of  this  world)  is  intangled  in. 

Some  ^eries  on  Chap.  caaXy  and  xxx.  of  Deut.  compared  with 

Rom.  X. 

§luery  i.T^ID  not  God  comnrand  Mofes  to  make  a  covenant  with  the 
1  3'  children  of  Ifrael  in  the  Land  of  Moab,  befides  the  covenant 
he  made  with  them  in  Horeb  ?  'Deut.  ocxix.  i . 

^tfi.  2.  What  was  this  covenant  ?  Was  it  of  the  fame  nature  with  the 
former,  orwas  it  of  a  different  nature?  Was  not  the  former  the  covenant 
of  the  law?  And  was  not  this  the  covenant  of  the  gofpel?  Did  not  this 
covenant  contain  the  promife  of  circumcifing  the  heart  ?  Deut.  xxx.  6- 
Whereas,  under  the  other  covenant,  notwithllanding  all  -the  temptations, 
figns,  and  miracles  which  they  had  feen  in  Egypt,  and  in  the  wildernefs, 
about  the  fpace  of  forty  years  •,  yet  the  Lord  had  not  given  them  an  heart 
to  perceive,  and  eyes  to  fee,  and  ears  to  hear,  unto  that  day.  But  Mofes  and 
Aaron,,  with  Caleb  and  Jolhua,  who  knew  and  partook  of  the  other  cove- 
nant 
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jnant,  tbey  were  of  a  better  fpirit,  and  underftood  the  leadii^  and  com- 
mands of  God,  and  followed  after  him. 

Slurry  3.  Had  the  Jews  minded  diis  covenant,  might  they  not  have  been 
able  to  keep  the  other  alfo  ?  Did  wy  fail  in  facrifices,  or  outward  obedience 
to  the  law,  who  kept  to  this  covenant  ?  What  an  holy  man  was  Samuel,  who 
did  not  fo  much  as  err  in  government,  but  could  plead  with  the  people^ 
Whofe  ox  or  afs  have  I  taken,  or  whom  have  I  defrauded  or  opprefled  I 
Zacharias,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  walked  in  all  the  commandments  and 
ordinances  of  the  Lord  blamelefs.  And  fo  the  children  of  pod  in  the  got 
pel,  who  have  a  new  heart,  and  a  new  fpirit,  and  walk  not  after  the  fleQi, 
.but  after  the  Spirit  and  law  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  they  alfo  fulfil  the  righte- 
pufnefs  of  the  law  declarcid  in  the  Letter,  Rom.  viii.  4. 

^ery  4,  What  is  the  commandment  of  this  covenant,  and  where  is  it 
written?  The  commandments  of  the  other  covenant  are  written  in  the  law' 
of  Mofes,  and  in  tables  of  ftone  ;  but  where  is  ^his  commandment  written, 
or  where  is  it  to  be  found  ?  Is  it  in  heaven  abovr,  to  be  fetched  down  froxQ 
thence ;  or  is  it  beyond  the  fea  ?  fc?r,  Nay^  is  it  not  very  nigh  ?  Is  not  the 
Word  of  this  commandment  nigh  in  the  moutji;L  and  in  the  heart  ?  And  is  it 
not  there  placed  by  the  Lord  for  this  very  endi,  that  men  might  hear  it  an4 
do  it  ? 

^ery  5^  Was  not  this  the  Word  or  commandment  of  life  and  good,  or 
of  death  and  evil  to  the  Jews  ?  (See  chap.  xxx.  14,  15.)  And  is  it  not  fo 
alfo  to  mankind  ?  He  that  hears  and  obeys  the  word  of  this  commandment, 
doth  he  not  live  and  partake  of  good  ?  He  that  difobeys  it,  doth  he  not 
die,  and  undergo  wrath  and  evil,  tribulation  and  anguiih  upon  his  foul  from 
the  hand  of  the  Lord,  either  poured  out  upon  him  at  prefent,  or  treafured 
up  for  him  againft  hereafter  ?  Read  Rom.  ii.  5,  6,  ^c. 
'  ^3^  6. .  Was  not  this  other  covenant,  this  fecond  covenant,  this  new 
covenant,  which  God  bid  Mofes  make  with  them  then,  the  fame  which 
God  makes  with  believers  in  the  days  of  the.  gofpel  ?  The  old  covenant  had 
bcien  made  with  the  Jews  before;  was  not  this  the  new  ?  They  had  had 
the  law  in  the  letter  before,  wherein  the  commandment  was  afar  off;  but  is 
not  the  commandment  of  the  new  covenant  (the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life) 
nigh?  And  had  not  the  people  of  the  Jews  the  Spirit  of  theLord  nigh,  to  inftru6fc 
them,  by  virtue  of  this  covenant  ?  That  they  had  fp,  is  plain,  Nebem,  ix. 
20.  and  ^/.  Ixiii.  10.;  but  whether  they  had  the  Spirit  nigh  to  them  by 
virtue  of  the  old  covenant,  or  by  virtue  of  the  new  (which  Mofes  was  ap- 
pointed by  God  to  make  with  tliem,  as  is  afore  expreffed)  let  the  wife  in 
heart  confider.  And  whether  the  tender  mercies  which  God  all  along  ex- 
preflcd  to  them  (as  is  mentioned  Ifau  Ixiii.  7.)  were  by  virtue  of  that  cove- 
nant wherein  God  had  continual  advantages  and  provocations  againft  them,^ 
or  by  virtue  of  this  covenant,  from  which  mercy  and  redemption  is  conti- 
nually ipringing  freely  towards  the  Ifracl  cf  God  ? 

A  a  a  a  ^«7 
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^uiry  7«  Whether  the  Word  ^  faith  which  the  apoSHes  preaidied^  was 
not  the  fame  Word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart  which  Mofes  preached  ?  Is 
not  the  Word  of  life,  the  Word  of  feith,  the  Word  of  *  the  new  covenant^ 
one  and  the  fame  thing  in  all  ages  and  generationis  ?  Indeed  there  are  out^* 
ward  fayings  and  teftimonies  after  divers  manners  ^  liut  Cfarift  is  the  fame 
yefterday,  ta<lay,  and  for  ever.  And  the  commandment  of  \i£t  in  the 
mouth  and  heart  changeth  not,  but  is  always  one  and  the  fame. 

^ery  8.  What  is  the  juftificotion  under  tliis  covenant ;  or  what  is  that 
which  God  hath  an  eye  to  ih  juftifying  any  perfon  here  ?  Is  it  not  the  obe^ 
dience  of  faith  ?  What  doth  God  condemn  but  unbelief?  And  will  he  noc 
juftify  faith  ?  For -faith  flows  from  life,  and  life  from  Chrift.  So  that  in- 
deed here  the  holy  root  makes  all  that  are  of  it  holy,  and  the  righteou^ 
root  makes  all  that  are  of  it  righteous ;  and  he  that  (k>th  righteoufnefs  is 
righteous,  even  as  he  is  righteous,  i  Joim  iii.  7.  And  Chrift  is  here  in- 
deed made  unto  the  ibul  that  thus  receives  him :  and  obeys  him  as  the 
Word  and  commandment  of  life :  I  fay,  he  is  indeed  made  unto  fuch  an 
one  of  God  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fan&ification,  and  redemption;  and 
blefled  are  they  that  do  not  miftake  abouf:  this,  but  come  truly  to  wit-; 
•^nefs  it. 

HI. 

Same  Sl^eries  concerning  Dejiru&i^t  and  Sahation. 

^uery  i.TTT  THEfTHER  there  be  not  ibmewfaat  which  dcftrays,  which 
VV  ^^^^  ^^  nature  of  death  and  deftrudion  in  it,  and  which 
leaveneth  with  death  and  deftrudion,  as  it  is  let  in  and  received  ? 

^ery  2.  Whether  there  be  not  ibmewh^t  aUb  which  faves,  which  hath 
die  nature  of  life  and  falvation  ia  it,  and  which  leaveneth  with  life  and  fal- 
vation,  as  it  is  let  in  and  received  f 

SlUiry^.  Whether  that  which  d^rpys  be  not  near,  and  whether  that 
which  &ves  be  not  near  alio  ?  (Doth  not  Chrift  ftand  at  the  door  and 
knock  ?  And  may  not  he  be  heard  and  let  in  ?  See  Rev.  iii  2a). 

$uery  4.  Whether  this,  which  is  fi>  near,  and  fo  aUe  to  £ive,  was  not 
that  which  faved  in  aU  ages  and  generations,  even  before  Chrift  appeared 
in  a  body  of  fleih,  and  the  ftiedding  his  blood  ? 

^ery  5.  Whether,  after  Chrift  appeared  ih  a  body  <tf  fldb,  and  (hedding 
his  bk)od,  any  can  be  feved  thereby  %  or  by  any  believing  on  Chrift  what- 
foever ;  without  letting  in  or  receiving  that  life  and  power  which  faves  ?  Be 
not  deceived ;  God  is  not  mocked.  He  that  believeth  in  the  power  which 
raifed  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead,  and  is  fubjefir  to  the  power^ 
fliatt  be  redeemed  and  faved  thereby.  For  death  came  by  the  foul's  tepora* 
don  from  the  power  wluch  gave  Itfe,  and  Chrift  faves  by  bringing  to  the . 
power,  again  (fo  that  he  that  would  indeed  be  iav^  by  Ckrift,  mufl;  believe 
m  God  through  himj  aad  feel  the  power  which  redeems).    But  let  a  man 

believe 
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befieve  ever  fo  much  concerning  God  and  Chrift,  ontil  he  fed  this,  and 
^  changed  by  the  vktue  and  operation  of  tbis^  he  cannot  be  faved,  but  n 
Aill  in  his  fins,  and  under  condemnation  and  wraths  becaufe  of  fin,  what- 
ever be  thinks  of  himftlf. 

^ery  6.  Whether  Chrift  was  not  the  fanve  yefterday ,  to-day,  and  for 
ever ;  even  before  he  took  up  the  body  of  fiefli,  while  he  was  in  the  body> 
after  he  laid  down  the  body^  and  after  he  took  it  up  again  aiid  appeared  in 
It  to  his  diiciples  ? 

^ery  7.  Whether  Qirift,  where  he  inwardly  and  fpiritually  appears  and 
is  received,  doth  not  difcover,  (hake,  diffetde^  and  remove  that  nature,  . 
which  c^not  receive  the  law,  and  fo  bring  up  and  bring  forth  the  heavenly 
leed,  which  was  afore  the  law  (which  is  appointed  by  God  for  a  generation 
to  hjmfelf)<  which  always  doth  the  will  of  him  who  quickens  it,  and  who 
fills  it  with  life  and  power  firom  on  high  ? 

IV. 

^me  ^jferies  tm  Coloss.  i.  27,  28,  29.  (Ohfiroe  that  in  ven  274 
wberias  it  is  in  our  common  "Tranjlation  rendered^  This  Mjiftery  iunong 
the  Gentiiesi  it  is  in  fome  other  Tranjlations  rendered^  This  M^ery 
in  the  Gentiiesi  and  Jo  it  is  in  the  Greek.) 

^my  I.  TT  TTHETHER  there  be  not  &  myftcry  of  light,  a  myf-  ' 
Vy  tery  of  life ;  fomewhat  of  true  light  hidden,  fomewhat  of 
true  life  hidden  in  the  Gentiles?  Whatfoever  makes  manifeft,  is  light, 
faith  the  apoftle,  Epbef.  v.  13,  14.  And  that  which  may  be  known  of  God, 
is  manifeft  in  them,  Rom.  i.  Is  there  not  fomewhat  in  the  Gentiles,  which 
in  fome  meafure  discovers  fomewhat  contrary  to  God  in  them,  and  i^  many 
times  working  in  their  minds  agatnft  it  ?  Is  not  this  of  a  precious  nature  ? 
^nd  hath  it  not  precious  virtue  and  power  in  it,  though  it  be  little  took  no- 
tice of  by  them  ? 

^uery  2.  Do  not  the  faints  know  what  this  myftery  is?  Do  they  not  know 
what  is  the  riches^  and  glory  of  it  ?  Indeed  it  hath  been  hid  from  agei  and 
generations,  fo  that  th^y  knew  it  not  •,  but  is  it  hid  from  the  faints  aUb  in 
the  day  of  the  gofpcl  ?  is  it  not  revealed  in  them  and  to  thom  ? 


damp  the  faith,  or  darken  the  knowledge,  of  thofe  who  feel  the  ftiyfterf  erf* 
life  revealed  in  them  ?  who  feel  Chrift  (the  hope  of  glory)  living,  d^H^ 
ing,  and  reigning  in  the  authority  and  power  of  the  Father,  in  their  own 
hearts  ? 

^ery  4,  Did  nor  the  apoftles  preach  this  myftery  ?  Did  they  not  preach 
th&woKl  of  faith  within  in  the  heart?  the  kingdom  within?  Chrift,  the 

hope 
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hop^  of  glory  within?.  Did  they  not  preach  this  meflage  of  the  gofpdf 
.(which- they  had  from  Chrift  to  carry  ^o  men)  that  God  is  Lights  and  in  Urn 
is  no  darknefs  at  all?'  And  did  they  not  preach  it  to  this  very  end,  to  turn 
men,  and  bring  men  from  the  darknefs  within  to  the  light  within  ?  that  in 
it.  they  might  have  union  and  fellpwlhip  with  God,  who  is  Light.  Can 
Any  have  rcilowlhip  with  God,  who  is  Light,  but  as .  his  Ipirit  is  brought 
out  of  the  inward  darknefs. into  the  inward  light  ? 

^ery  5.  What  did  the  apoftle  Paul,  and  the  other  apoftlcs  aim  at,  in 
their  warning  men  arid  teaching  them  ill  ail  wifdom  ?  Was  it  not  to  pcrfeft 
the  work  of  God  in  them,  and  that  they  might  prefcnt  every  man  perte^ 
in  Chrift  Jefus  ? 

^ery  6.  Did  not  the  grace  and  power  of  God  go  along  with  the  apoftlcs, 
^nd  work  in  them  mightily  to  this  end,  even  for  the  pcrfefting  the  faints  ? 
And  the  grace  and  power  of  God,  working  mightily  againft  fin  and  the 
power  of  Satan,  is  it  not  able  to  conquer  Satan,  and  to  make  him  fall 
like  lightening,  and  to  trample  him  under  feet?  Confider  ^^,  19,, and 
2  Tbejf.  i.  II,  12. 

Siuery  7.  Did  the  apoftles  ever  preach  fucha  do£h*ine,  that  no  man  trould 
be  perfefted  in  this  life;  but  man  muft  always  (every  day)  be  committing 
fm  ?  Nay,  did  they  not  (peak  wifdoni  among  them  that  were  perfe£t«  and 
fay,  I^t  as  many  of  us  as  be  perfed,  be  thus  minded  ?  Did  they  not  diftin- 
guifli  between  the  weak,  and  between  the  ftrong  and  perfeft  ?  Do  they  not 
fpeak  of  ibme  that  had  overcome  the  wicked  one,  and  were  born  of  God^ 
and  did  not  fin  ?  It  is  a  precious  thing  to  feel  the  power  of  God  regenerating 
the  mind ;  but  it  is  much  more  precious  to  witne(s  it  regenerated.  But  that 
fiate  none  know  but  they  that  are  in  it  -,  but  this  is  moft  certain,  that  fin  is 
Ihut  out  of  it,  and  that  all  things  are  new  there. 

•  SiueryZ.  Will  the  myftery  of  life,  where  it  is  received  and  turned  to, 
ever  ceafe  working  againft  the  myftery  of  death,  until  it  hath  wrought  it 
out  of  the  mind  ?  Shall  judgment  never  be  brought  forth  unto  vidory  over 
fin  in  the  heart  ?  Shall  there  never  be  pure  and  full  communion  with  the 
Lord  here  in  this  woiid»  without  the  interruption  of  fin  ?  ^hife  things^  faith 
John,  I  write  to  you^  that  your  joy  may  be  fuU.  Shall  the  joy  never  be  fuU 
in  any  ?  How  can  the  joy  be  full,  where  fin  hath  power  and  breaks  in  upon 
the  foul,  and  prevai^eth  upon  the  mind,  even  to  the  committing  of  it  dally  I 
The  foul  that  is  weary  of  dn,  and  grieved  at  its  grieving  God's  Spirit 
thereby,  can  never  come  to  full  union  and  fellowfliip  with  the  Lord,  nor  to 
have  its  joy  full,  while  it  doth  that  which  grieves  God's  Spirit;  for  it  is  im<- 
pofli|3le  but  it  ihould  grieve  the  foul  alfo>  and  weaken  its  joy  and  rejoicing 
in  the  Lord 
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^    V. 

.  Some  ^fferies  'Concerning  the  Way  ofLife^  tind  Myfiery  of  the  GbJpeL 

$uery  i.  TS  not  the  way  of  life,  the  way  of  holinefs,  the  way  of  truth, 
X  ^^^  ^^7  ^^  pc^C)  one  and  the  fame  in  all  ages  and  generations  ? 
Was  there  ever,  or  {hail  there  ever  be  another  than  that  which  was  from  the 
beginning  ? 

^ery  2.  Is  not  this  way  a  pure  way,  a  clean  way  ?  Can  any  impure  thing 
wsdk  in  it  ?  Is  not  the  gate  ilrait,  and  the  way  narrow,  that  leadech  unto 
Kfe  ?  Is  it  eafy  finding  it  ?  or  is  it  eafy  entering  into  it,  and  walking  in  it  I 
Doth  not  the  corruption  and  unholinefs  of  the  hearts  of  many,  hinder  them 
from  walking  in  the  holy  way  of  life  and  peace  ? 

^ery  3.  Is  not  this  way  a  my  fiery  ?  Can  any  learn  it  but  thofe  whpfe  eyes 
are  opened  by  the  Lord,  and*to  whom  the  myftery  is  revealed  by  him  ?  Can 
any  difcern  or  underftand  it,  but  the  children  of  the  pure  heavenly  wifdom, 
whom  the  Lord  teacheth,  and  whofe  eyes  he  openeth,  to  fee  and  juftify  it 
ia  every  age  ? 

^ery  4.  Is  not  the  whole  vifion  of  God,  the  whole  vifion  of  life,  the 
whole ViQon  of  peace,  a  book  lealed  to  all  forts  (both  learned  and  unlearned ' 
in  every  age  and  generation)  but  thofe  to  whom  the  Lord  unfeals  it  ? 

^ery  5,^  May  not  fuch  as  are  not  at  all  acquainted  with  the  myftery  pf 
godlinels,  the  myftery  of  life,  the  myftery  of  redemption,   read  what  the 
fcriptures  fay  concerning  thefe  things,  and  get  a  great  deal  of  knowledge 
(from  the  letter  ©f  the  fcriptures)  into  their  minds,  and  be  able  to  raife  doc- 
trinos,  reaibns,  ufes,  ^c.  and  back  all  by  fcriptures  very  plentifully  ?   But 
are  not  thofe  who  teach  not  from  the  myftery  of  life,  and  gift  of  the  Spirit, 
but  only  what  they  have  gathered  and  formed  from  the  letter ;  I  fay,  are 
not  fuch  blind  leaders  of  the  blind  ?  and  is  it  poffible  but  that  they  them-; 
fclves,  and  fuch  as  follow  them,  ftiould  fall  into  the  ditch  ?  For  it  is  only' 
the  myftery  of  life  and  redemption  (not  a  literal  knowledge  and  wifdom, 
though  with  an  endeavo.ur  to  praftife  according  thereto)  which  preferves  ouc 
of  the  ditch.     Oh  !  that  this  were  duly  confidered  of !  for  it  is  tenderly  and 
weightily  propofed. 

^ery  6.  What  is  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  which  faves  ?  Is  it  a  know- 
ledge  of  him  after  the  letter,  or  a  knowledge  of  him  in  the  Spirit  and  power 
of  the  endlefs  life  ?  Can  he  be  known. truly,  livingly,  and  favingly,  without 
the  Father's  revealing  him  in  man  ?  Or  can  any  truly  call  him  Lord,  but 
they  that  are  firft  taught'  by  the  Father  to  difcern  his  fpiritual  and  heavenly 
glory,  and  to  receive  him  and  bow  to  him  in  Spirit  ? 

^ery  7.  What  is  it  to  kifs  the  Son  ?  Can  any  do  fo  but  thofe  who  difcern 
and  recciye  the  light  of  his  Spirit  ? 
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^erj  8.  Can  any  truly  know  the  Father,  unlefs  the  Son  reveal  him  ?  or^ 
can  any  know  th^  Son,  unlefs  the  Father  reveal  him?  I  know  men  may  get. 
notions  out  of  the  fcriptures  concerning  God  the  Father  and  his  Son:  but 
can  they  get  true  knowledge  of  either  without  the  injpiratton  of  the  Al- 
mighty which  giveth  underftanding  ? 

^uiry  9,  Can  any  ^eribn.  fear  God  and  depart  fron  evil  (any- where  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth)  without  fome  vifit  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  to  his  foul, 
and  without  receiving  fomewhat  of  life  and  power  from  him  P  He  ia  the  wif- 
dom  of  God,  he  can  teach  this ;  but  can  any  elfe  teach  it  ?  If  none  elfe  caa- 
teach  it,  then  he  that  learned  it,  mufk  needs  learn  it  of  him.  Is  not  this 
(to  wit,  to  fear  God  and  depart  from  evil)  the  path  of  wifdom,  which  is. 
hid  from  all  living,  but  fuch  a^  are  taught  by  Chrift,  who  is^  the  wifiiom  o£ 
God  ?  Read  Jgb  xsLvm.  12.  to  the  end  of  the  chapter,  and  confider.  Eor 
doth  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  which  convinceth  of  fm,  reach  to  all  men,  and 
minifter  to  all  men,  inwardly  and  fpiritually,  iafpme  days  of  inftrudion  about 
fearing  God  and  departing  from  evil  ? 

^ery  lo.  Can  any  be  acquainted  with  the  fear  of  God,  and  be  ienfifole 
of  the  hour  of  his  judgment,  and  give  glory  to  him  and  worfiiip  him,  but 
tliey  muft  know  and  receive  the  everlaftmg  gpfpel?  They  that  are  fcnt  to 
preach  this  after  the  apoftafy,  arc  they  not  fent  to  preach  it  as  the  everlaft- 
mg gofpel  ?  Read  jRi^;  xiv.  6,  7.  and  confider.  For  come  to  life  and  power 
in  any  dodtrine,  which  Chrift  fends  his  meflengers  to  preach  towards  the 
falvation  of  mens  fouls,  a  man  comes  to  the  gQfpel  prefently ;  but  read  and 
aflent  to,  and  pradife  aU  the  tUngs  (as  well  as  men  can)  related:  in  the 
fcriptures,  without  the  life  and  power,  and  fo  acknowledge  and  believe  alt 
that  is  faid  concerning. Chrift ;  yet  for  all  this,  and  in  the  midft  of  all  this^. 
a  man  may  mifs  of  the  gplpelj  for  the  gplpel  is  an  hidden. myftcry  of i the 
life  and  power,  fee  ColoJfX,  26,  27*. 

^^  II.  Is  not  the  meffageof  the  gofpel,  That  God  is  Light,  and  ia 
him  is  no-darknefs  at  all  ?  Doth  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  preach  this,  moit 
or  left,  to  all  people  under  heaven  ?  Yea,  is  not  the  gofpel  preached  in 
every  creature,,  and  hid  in  thofe  that  are  loft,  whom  the  god  oF  this  world 
blindeth  ?  For  is  not  the  Spirit  of  God,  infome  mcidure,  evcry-where  con- 
vincing men  of  fin,  and  drawing  them  put  of  darknefs  into  the  lenie  and  obe- 
dience of  light  ?  And  will  not  this  be  the  general  and  univerial  condemnation 
of  the  world,  that  they  did  not  bring  their  deeds  to  the  light,  but  turned 
from  it  and  hated  it,  loving  the  darknd&  more  than  it,  becaufe  their  deeds 
were  evU,  and  they  had  not  a  mind  to  part  with  them,  but  to  remain  and 
aWde  in  them? 

Alas !  alas  l^  men  (hould  oafs  through  the  knowledge  of  things  after  the 
letter,  into  the  knowledge  of  things  after  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  endlefk 
life ;  but  inftead  thereof  men  ftick  in  their  apprehenfions  of  the  letter  :^  and 
if  any  man  be  taught  of  God,  and  have  the  things  of  his  kingdom,  and 
Mic  myftery  of  the  fcriptures^.  revealed-  to  him  in,  the  Spirit,  and  fo  iignify  of 

them 
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tlicofi  in  the  words  which  God's  wifdom  teacheth ;  yet  fi>  men  know  them 
not,  but  oppofe  Md  refift  the  miniftration  of  life  and  power  in  their  day 
and  generation  I  And  this  will  be  bitternefs  In  the  latter  end,  even  as  bitter 
CO  tile  profeflbrs  of  this  age,  as  the  former  denying  of  Chrift's  appearance 
in  the  fleih  was  to  the  profeflbrs  of  that  age. 

VI. 

Some  ^eries  concerning  Rigbtedufnefs  or  Ju/iification. 

^uery  i.  T  S  there  not  a  new  covenant  under  the  goTpel,  as  well  as  there 
X  ^^  ^  ^^  covenant  under  the  law  ? 

^uery  2.  What  did  the  old  covenant  require  ?  Did  it  not  require  obe- 
dience to  the  law  of  M ofes  ?  What  doth  the  new  covenant  require  ?  Doth 
it  not  require  £iith  in  Chrift  and  obedience  to  his  Spirit  ?  Doth  it  not-  re- 
quire faith  in  the  grace,  and  obedience  to  the  grace  which  bringeth  falva- 
tion,  teaching  to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  (Sc.  f 

^uery.^.  What  is  the  righteoufnefs  or  juftification  in  the  old  covenant  ? 
What  doth  God  juftify  in  the  old  covenant  ?  Doth  he  not  juftify  the  obe- 
dience thereto,  and  condemn  all  difobedience  ?  What  is  the  righteoufnefs  or 
juftification  of  the  new  covenant  ?  What  doth  God  juftify  in  men  under  the 
new  covenant  ?  Doth  he  not  juftify  their  faith  in  Chrift,  and  their  obedience 
to  the  law  of  his  Spirit  ?  Is  not  whatfoever  is  not  of  faith  fin,  and  condemned ; 
and,  whatfoever  is  6f  faith  holy,  and  juftified  ? 

^ery  4.  What  is  faith  ?  Is  it  not  the  gift  of  God  ?  What  is  obedience  ? 
Doth  it  not  flow  from  faith  ?  Is  it  not  performed  by  the  power  and  in  the 
newnefs  of  the  Spmt  ?  and  is  not  that  juftifiable,  and  always  Juftified  in  the 
fight  of  God  ?  Doth  it  not  fpring  from  the  new  tree,  from  tne  holy  root  of 
\m  m  the  heart  ?  and  whatfoever  fprings  therefrom,  is  it  not  holy  and  righ- 
teous ?  And  is  not  whatfoever  is  truly  holy  and  righteous,  juftified  and  ac- 
counted righteous  by  the  holy  and  righteous  God  ? 

^ery  5.  To  what  end  was  Chrift  made  under  the  law,  and  did  fulfill  the 
righteou&efs  of  the  law  ?  Was  it  not  that  he  might  accomplifli  and  fulfill 
that  righteoufnefs,  and  fo  make  way  for  the  bringing  in  of  the  everlafting 
righteoufiiefs,  even  of  the  righteoufnefe  of  his  own  nature  and  Spirit,  which 
is  everlafting  ?  Is  not  this  the  righteoufiiefs  .which  the  children  of  the  new 
covenant  experience  in  the  new  and  living  way  ?  Is  not  this  far  beyond  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  law,  if  they  could  fulfill  it  ever  fo  exadly  from  the 
letter  ?  For  I  feel  a  vaft  diflference  between  that  righteoufnefs  which  woidd 
belong  to  me  from  die  law,  and  the  righteoufnefs  which  flows  into  mj 
heart  from  the  nature  and  Spirit  of  Chrift  revealed  in  me,  and  which  floweth 
up  in  me  from  my  union,  with  him :  for  this  is  abfolutcly  a  righteoufiiels  of 
another  nature,  of  another  kind,  of  another  root. 

Vol.  IL  B  b  b  .  ^my 
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mnW.yf^^^  inipuied ito^s  ^  our  rig^eo^fi^l^  and  ;«^9,j^ftifi$d  in  the  Qghr 
of  God  t^reby,  wei^  j>ot. i^hi^ii  o^:ri^ts<^\Xi!iii(^^ 
ficii  G(%¥enMt  19  Qat«re»  arni  our  jv^ific^tkm.^  juS^Acmtion'  bjp  the*  ngbte-i^ 
oufnej^  oT  the  firft  covenant?.  FprjChrift  i^M.m^de.^dKter.tiw  iain  ntad^- 
under  the  firft  covenant,  and  fulfilled  the  righteoiifnefs  of  the  firll  cove- 
nant 'y  fo  that  if  that  be  imputed  to>  us  for  righteoufnefs,  then  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  the  firft  covenant  is  imputed  ta  us  for  righteoulhefi>,  and  is  our* 
righteoufnefe.  /  .  .    '.        . 

^uery  7.  Was  not  faith  imputed  to  Abraham*  for  righteoufnels  ?  What, 
was  hit  tighteou^hefs  f  Wna^  is.  not  ^,  faitK  whielt  I^  had  tern  Ghi^ 
whereby  and  yvherewith  hip  btflk^vedeGod?^  Is:  ikh:  lsiitii:(tf  th^.  nature  of 
Chfrift?^  fc-not  tnic  felth.  juftifiW  ibr.^ver^,  ahd  doth  it  not  juftify  hiiii  ilk 
whom  ]£  ia  &und  I  Aod  doth  not.  gp^l-Qt>edicinccJfew,f2t>aaL faith.?  add. 
h^  \Xi  i|(^t.  of  the.  MtifHc;  i9f  iiSaitK  ia  it  ?  Oh  {  bow  pure  and  piwiow.was 
it  IB  ^,  ^ye  of  Gods  thftt  Aikraham  roafoi^d  nov  coitfuked  not  wicb^fidh 
and  blood,  but  reUred;  'mn>  faitk  m  the  piiirc  power !  Sb  Mfttffd  Gpd^-^tif 
the  fertpture%  4ff//  /I  w^u  uccminttd.  to  bim  for  r^bfepuftutfi :  ai^  &iM  it 
xiQt  bo  imputed  to  us  alfOi.  if  wae  hava  the  &me  foidb^  and  believe  in^chd. 
iamc  power? 

...  I 

iStf/v^  ^eriesaSottt  Reing tmden the  LaxOf,  anikeing  under  Qraea^. 

i^lwrir  i.  XT  THETHER  thcjr  that  have  received  the  Spirit  of  gracje^ 
W  and  ase  under  the  Spirit  of  grace;  I  %»,  wliediar  they  a» 
undor  the  law  alfe^  or  wstneik  freedom  therefrom  ? 

^^  &•  What  is  the  hw  Pr  ft  it  aoc  a.  muuftratioir  of  deadly  of  bondage^. 
e£  condemoatkm  ^  What  is  the  Spim  of  the  Lord,  the  Spirit  of  grace  ?  Is 
it  not  a  Spirit  of  life,  a  Sapat  o£  liberty,,  a  Spirit  that  frees  from  bondage? 
Thc^  that  Ita^e  Kctivbd.it,.  andj^e  in  fiabje&bn  to  it,,  do  they  not  partake 
fkf  its  lifacrcyj  and  tkroogh  it  cone  into  dominion  over  £a  and  death  ? 

^uiry  $,  Is  the  law  to  the  righteous  or  unrighteous  ?  ^Whora  was  it  made: 
iatl  lis  tl^atomicch  into  the  holy  smd  righteous  nature  o£  die  feed,  doth  he 
not  coibe  from  under  the  law  ?  Doth,  he  not  come  intathe  nature,,  ftate  and 
Spirit,  which  is  free  from  the  law  ? 

^wr74.  What  is  it  to  come  thiougb  the  law  into  the  liberty  aad  redemp*- 
tioa  of  ibiia?  What  ia  it  to^  know  the  feed  free  io^  the  particular,  and  tf^ 
eosne  ibto  the  fkedom.  of  the  feed i  Dbth  not  the  Son  make  frse,  thcTrudi 
of  God  xmake  free,  all  that  come  to  it  and  dwell  in  it  ?  and  an:  not  they 
that  are  made  free  by.  it,  fiee  indeed  i  O  ^n !  thy  children  are  all  freo^ 
born  I  Jerufalem  which  is  above,  is  free,  which  is  the  mother  df  us  alU  ^uid 
fi»  bringettx  forth  none  but  fret  chikken*    They  diat  dwell  Ia  the  height 

of 


ef -nbtMin^^llf^  Me  tMNftse^  but  dMjr  that  il^fl  kiTht  power  ofli^  kooir 
tiiat  wbich  roaKCs'fke;  and  moie&  modioin  by  ic 


f  tbeir^  Statex^  by.    For  tt  is^gc^fir  every  one  to  iMoia  Anitmderjkmi 
.  ^  bis  E/late.  aright  (what  it  is  im  the  Siglk  pf  the  Lord)  and  not  t^ 
be  mfiaken  in  a  Matter  ofjb  griat  C^neernmifit. 


•       « 


^iryi\  T  S  thy  ff)itk,  heait,  tntndy  fotil  aftd  Wy,  i  temple  for  Gold  td 
\£  dweH  in  ?  Wfco  dwfcHjJ  iii  thy  heart  ?  Doth  the  Holy  Spirit  o? 
Ae  unclean  fpirit?'  Is  that  dMloi^ei8  and  pufi^ed  oat  ef  the€f,  if^rfth%hich 
O^  wiH  not  dwell -?  Isr  that  cHfcG^^ered  and  tafeSi  a^ay^  in  which  the  wickfed 
*rie^ii*F^Heth  ?  O  Jerufafcihri  ?  wafli  *Mfte  heart  ftom  ^fcedncfe ;  h^w  k^n^ 
ft  all  thy  vahv  thoughts  lodge  wrthifi  ti^ce!  »0  j[|*«feletnt  wik  thbu  not  be 
macte  dean  ?-  Wheii  ffiaJFit  once- 6d  ?  b  hot  liwbcaring  to  touch  every  un^ 
elfah"  thing,  aitd'Cleahiing  fit>fn'ailtilifhkiel5  tof  (feft  aftd  fpirlt^  imf^  Mctf- 
fery  to  tife  ftate  of  a  Ibn  and dlRigWet'  of  the-Moft  High  thaA  mbft  people 
ai^^  aware  of?"  Read  2,C^.  tL-iS^  ly.ianrf  ehap.  mi. 

^ery  2.  t^  Ghrift  repealed  in  thee  ?*  Doth  Ged  dwell  iiny^v^h(el^,  m  any 
hestft,  but  where'Chrift  is^  btrt  where"  Bb  is  ihw^di^iand  ^irkualfy  rb^^eafed  ? 
Knew  ye  ndt  that  GMJt  is  inyaUj  except  ye  he-  repfiMte^  f  And  can  iny  know 
Chrift  in  them,  who  have  not  had  him  revealed  there  by  the  Fither  ?  AK 
rtdft'  alf  forts  of  pretenders  ifo-ChH*  oWh  hiift- afe  l|>okeiv  of  without ;  but 
tfife  'true  Chriltian'  witneffeth  'htm  reveMedf  within :  fei*  it  plealeth  (he-  leather 
io  feveal  the  SbiV  in*  feeh  *,  a!nd  none  can  be  thsly  ingraffed  into  Chrift,  but 
as  Chrift  is  iri^  feme  meaiure  made  m^nifeft  wftHin. 

^^  3-  H6w  dofttfiou  cohrds*  Jfeftis  to  be  the  Lord?  Is  k  by ttotioArffrom 
the  letted,  orby  fireling  his  Sjpirit  and  power  rev*aled' witMn^  ahd-^Mjr  heart 
made  fubje^to  Ifis 'Spirit  and  power  inwafdiy  regaled  ?  For  thefS  is-  a  con- 
feffihg  Chriff  in '  and  by  the  Spirif,-  and  a  confefflnghlm  withdut  th6  Spirit^ 
adferding  as  rrten  eain  read,  cortceive-,^  and  appiehiemi  of  him  from  Ae  'tetter. 
Conflder  wHicRof^thefe  thine^is.        '  '  ' 

^ery4.  A.rt  'fhBu' come  out  of  Ae^apoftafy  and^^irit  of  darfeitefs^  imo 
the  light  arid^Sbfrtf  of  Chrtff  ?  What  was  riifr'  apoftafy  from  ?  WW  it  not 
« o  .. .  .        .     nmmi?  Wheniindidittfonfift"  r^.^^.^..^ 

CHHff,  and  form  of  gpdlinefe  ot^ 
artdinting-?'  To  the  floly  Spirit 
Haft  thou  retSilve*  lb?  Doft  thpu  live  and  waifcln-k,  and  ridl  fttfitt. the 
luftsof  tJiei&fej--  ^*     *    -*^'  ,        ,       '  , 

^ery  5.  Doft  thou  know  the  tree  of  rightcoiHhefii  and  tfte  tW^  of  Uft- 
righteoufnels,  inwardly  ?  Haft  thou  felt  the  axe  laid  to  the  root  of  the  cor- 
rupt tree^  and  it  cut  down  ^  and  the  holy  plant  of  God  (the  plant  of  his 
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itw:»x^  planted  in  tKy  he^rt,  and  biicigmg:  foKth^.  fruit  to  him?  Gan- 1^ 
fruit  ever  become  good  in  ji)tt  till,  the  .tree  be  made  gpod  ?  Can  the  cforrupir 
tree  ever  bring  forth  the  holy  fruit  of  righteoufnefs.  oo  the  Lord  ?  Oh !  mind 
thy  growth!  I  mean,  from  what  thourgroweft,  and  from  what  thy  fruit 
proc^edetb :  for  all  the  knowledge^  faith>  ^vc,  '2cal,  pra^ce*s,.  &fr.  which 
brocefcd  notTfrom.rTid  renewed  Spirit  and  nature^  is  not  ihfr  good  fruit  which 
Godvxail^ .for  and  accents;  but  the derqHng ihe  feaft  icuftom  or  faflii<»r* <^ 
this^09torldv^fiX>m  a.reitiewe!d  nature,,  and  frxHH- the' dr^wtfigsafidt  teaching^  of 
God's  Spirit,  is  good  fruit, ,  and.  ^oc^g^^  by^nn 

^ery  6.  Can  any  be  redeemed  to  God,  but  by  his  judgment  and  righ- 
teo^iaels  /eveakd  in  tlvom?  :Is  the  foul^red^med.fr(un:  its  ^ nraiief,  whil^  ici 
enemies. remain  in  ftreiigd))-* apd  hwz  x^e-jiomixuc^  over  it?  ^Iiete  grace 
is  recejv^  and  i^  -^). taught  by  it  ^adf^^t^^^  ^P^^^ 4oi\i  itliot  bro$(ii^ 
the  donunion  of  fin  ?  As  the;  fpirit  of  ji^igment  and.  burning  is  ^It  v^  \9ff^ 
hear^  doth  it  not  cut  jjq^  and  bum*  up  fin  th££e^  And  as  therigtueoua 
Spirit  i$;'jurned  to,  is*  Dot,his:  rightc^iisi/ui^Vire  received^  ^{ytdo^hnor  th^, 
\YAff  and  r^ht^v^  (^^d  ifi^iog  5^8  in  the  heart  I  and  as  .itfp^getl^up,4otfat 
it  not  redeeni  and  dkUyor  ^z% ^wmch  is  joiiiqd  to  it  ?  CjuM^v^rh^  ledcemftl 
by  a  rig^ateo^nefs  at.  a  diflancci:  wkl^ouf  partaking  of  the  oew^  ^am^ Jiq^^ 
and  rfghteous  image  of. the  SQa^  And.  he  .that  is  righteous-,  in  meafiirei^ 
he  m^  (la^rightooufneC^  t,  but  no  piaix  can  darighteouTwisti^ntil  he  become 
righteops^  by  being  joined  to^  chanjgcjd  by,,  and  in.iomc  nieafi»&  brought 
forth;  a.  new  plant  to  God,  in  the  new,,  righteous,;  aod.  l^K^y  fcied  See 
I  John  iii.  7*       :     '        '  •  -  ■  •     •  -    .  *  . 

^^  7*  Do  ye  indeed  knpwthe  new  covenant  l-  Was.itMsver  inwardlyi^ 
vealed  in  you  ?  Do  ye  know,  the  difierence  J>ctween«  reading  the  holy-  dircjc^ 
tions  fiiv<ea  forth. in  the  feript^res,:  and  iag^t^g  them  into  your  minds  and 
pra£i:iung  them,  as  well  as  you  can^  I  &y,  do  ye  know,  the  diJSFerence  be- 
tween thia  and  God's  writing  them  in  your  beartSy.  and  cauQjQgyou  to  walk 
in  hfs  ways,?.  Do  ye  know  the> difiecence  between  reading  in. the  letter  and 
in  the  Spirit;  and  between. walkiijg  according  to  the.oldnefs  of  the  letter, 
and  according-  to  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit  f  Oh !  that  ye  might,  not  be  de* 
ceived  about  thefe  things^  but  might  know  the;  truth,,  as.it  is  in  Jeiiis,  and 
come  into  fellowfhip  with  us  therein !  For  truly  our  fellowfhip  is  with  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  in'  that  which,  changeth. not,,  but  is  one  and  the  ikne 
ibr  ever :  yea,  the  Lord  our  God  hath  redeenaed  us  out  of  all  the  changeabk 
ways,  religions  and  worfliips,  into  the  one  pure  way  of  life,  and  into  the 
worihip  in  the  one  Spirit  and  truth,  which  chanseth  not,,  but  is.ftiU  what 
it  was»  even  one  and  the  fame  before  the  law  of  Mofes,  or  .writings  of  the 
prophets,^  all  the  tinieof  the  law,  white.  Cjuift  was  in  the  flefli,  afterwards 
when  he  was  revealqd  in  Spirit^  and  all  the  time  of  the  apoftafy^^  and.  after 
the  apoftflify,  and  lb  for  ever».  '       !, 
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utf  ^e^H'anJwred ^ut  PrMcking'tbw  GoJ^el  after  the  Apojiq^. 
Queft.  WJ  ^^  *^*  ^^i  i^tdr  tberaf^afy  fend,  m  atigel  to  preaeb  the: 


everhftatg-'gifmly  dfteir  a^nktnner  d^ef^  firim'  what  ii  was^ 
preached  iefert  tke  afifiujf  ?'  liowiwas^  it  .preatbed:  before  the  apefiafy  ?  Was  it 
not  pnacbed  tbus^  That  in  Cbr^  alike irrett^ffion  offtmj-andfiilvdtiBn  through' 
faith  in  his.  bloed?..Hauris'jt  toM  pi^eqibed^ttr  tb'edipofiafyf:  Is  net  an  af^el 
from  God  faet  to  preach  it  thus ;  Fear  Gad^  cmd  gi^egkry  to  him  i'  for  the  hour 
(^  bis  judgn^  is  €ome%  and  worfiip  him]  that  nmde  heaven  and  earthy  and 
tbf  fea^  and  the  fountains  of  waters  ?,  Is  -  ibis :  the  fame  gofpel  that  was 
preached  before  ?  How  different  is  the  found  thereof !  >  Swrly  this  would  feem  not 
the  farne^  but.  rather  another  gojpeU  to  any  man  who:  is- not  takgbt  of  God^  and 
bath  'not  rueifoed  of  him  the  true  imderjidnding  to  obferve  and  *£fcem  the  nature 
^things.  \        ■        s    '  •  V  '.i^*x 

Jnfw.  The  gofpel  is  the  fame  in  fub&tnce,  though  difibrlng  in  found 
tncl  maidierof  appearance;  and  they  that  judge  not  according ^toiappear- 
ance^  but  ludgenghteous.  judgment,  experience  it  to  be  the  fame :.  ibr  who^ 
fver  receives,  the  gofpel  thus  preached>  receives. the  power  of  God  unta 
(idvation,  ^htch  fpcA  along  with  his  fear^  and^th  the  hour  o£  judgment,: 
and  with  the  true  worlhip. 

;  And  this  is  the  reafon  why  the  Lord^  fends  his  angel  thus  to  preach  it ; 
that  he  might  (hut  out  the  birth  of.  the  falfe  wifdom,  and  convey  it  to  the 
(hildren  of  the  true  wildom.  For  in  the  apoAafy,  the  dofixines  of  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift  had  been  corrupted,  and  hekl  in  the  wrong  part;  and 
men  had  got  a  wrong  knowledge  and  a  dead  «belief^  concerning  Chxi£L  and 
l;us  blood,^  fcfr. 

Therefore  to  (hut  out  thefe,  God  fb  orders  .hb  gofpeF  to  be  preached,  as 
thefe  cannot  underftand  it,  nor  .know  it  to  be  thid^  gofpel,  nor  come  into 
this  fpiritual  miniftration  of  it ;  but  thofe  whom  the  Lord  toucheth,  whole 
heart&he  openeth  and  quicken^,  they  (in  the  de^btonftration.  of  his  Spirit) 
have ,  the  fenle  and  obedience  of  it:  jor  men  had  get  a  form  of  religion,  a 
form  of  knowledge^  a  form  of  doftrine,  a  form  of  worfhip  out  of  the  power. 
Therefore  the  Lord  comes  with  the  light  of  his  Spirit,,  to  lever  between  that 
which  was  known  and  held  out  of  the  power,  aivd  that  which  was  received 
^d  held  in  the  power,  and  fo  preached  the  truth,,  that  none  but  tliofe  that 
are  of  the  truth,,  can  own  and  receive  it. 

.  Had  he  lent  an  angd  to  preack  the  birth  of  Chrift,  the  death  of  Chrift,  ht& 
tefurreftion,  C^c.  all  the  dead  wouldrcceive  thi$ ;  but  to  preach  thus.  Fear  Gody 
wne  to  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning ;  wirfinp^him  that  made  the  heaven^  the 
earthy  the  fea^  and  fountains  of  waters ;  who  can  underftand  what  this  means  ?; 
"Who  can  know  this  to  be  the  everlafting  gofpel,  but  he  that  is  taught  of 

^his: 


This  is  to  preach  God  the  creator ^^  fddi  the  wife  profeflbr ;  tins  is  not  fw 
predcb  Chrift  the  redeemer  j  this  is  noi^t^  preach  the  everlafiing  ^ofpelj  will  they 
re^dity  f^p    Ye^%  Wi  <S<Jd  vbo  k  f^V«idii^  is, 

and  fends  his  angel  to  preach  it  after  the  apoftafy,  iendsdt  thus  to  be  preach* 
ed  to  every  nation,  kmdre4>  IP^^^Sf^^)  ^d.^^i  iksd  i&^^\^  $;  7.  and 
G€infider:£nnDOiifly,  and  '^urn  noi^  agsK^-  ii»msif,Tb!l;^Gx)&s  .{^e^ching  his 
eVerliafting  trutl^  .iidiereia.i&  wnq^ed  Qp.tfae  Eternal  i^iiKacnki  and  h^pine& 
of  raonkiod^^'yiea,  mare  elpect^ly^f  tWa0cv^^^  ought  tobonffto  God 
in  thiahis  way  of  difpeofing  iiis^'d^ud^  whk£  he  hinsfeUF  hathxhofen. 
'  No#^  copfideY  thi«  one  things.  <wasv  ever  the  gofpehtfaiifrtipiseaBdied  before, 
thia  ?gc^  The  iame  gofpel  was  preached  Aom.  the  Js^nniiKg^  l>ut  was  ic 
ever  thiis  preached  btfoi^i  ^e  jied  of  Jhe  Hf^moffJkcM  Mdje,tia  Serpents 
iead.%  i^  it wa&  preached  to  Adam:  Inth^.JkedJhdlall'thefam^etJ^  dm 
dorvU^.^^  ^/(^i;;foat  war  preached  to  tAbr^^  cbUdis  horny  ioM 

a  Stm  is  gi^in^dic.  &>  it  was  preiacihed  in  the  ^ys^  of  the  prc^hets':  JEfy  tih 
man,  every  one  that  believe th  in  bis  name^Jhall  receive  remffion  of  fins.  So  i$ 
^as  preachedTin'die  apoilies^days*  "-     :    r  . 

Aoidiit  the:  reformation  froni  popery^  fome  q£  the  doftriiies>  about  ^/^ 
jufiiffcadon  kfTgnasa^  and  of  remffiofk  rf  j^^byfaiikm  Cbr^ypic^  mere  re^ 
vived ;.  hut,  waait  erer  preached  thvts  bdbr&oiarage'?  Di4  pei^foBweirer  conm 
^rdi.  olt|iQ^pQ»or  ^andaudioprity  (tf  Godi^  bidding  mea  fekc  him^'  andttt 
fenfible  of  the  hour  of  his  judgment,  even  of  his  migbty  dsjr  wlucfawsas  M 
^andv  ^uid  come' out  of  adi  ^Ife  ways.  aodworftiipS)  iaixzi '  the  voriUp  of 
him  who  made  heaveqi  and*  eanh,  and  ths  iba^  ^aad.  fiuuitains  op  wacers^^  I 
&y9  did  pedbna  ever  cosik  forth  tbos,  and  psreaeh  the  eved&fliiiia  go^} 
thus,  preqch  tfaefe  db^ms:  tasneO)  M  the  {;(d^1  of  God,  b^fiarc  thta  day  ? 
Aiid  Jet  mea  iffcH  confidt^r^  whether  it  beiqot.  indeed  of  God;  apd  by  hia 
command  and  power  thus  preached ;  and  take  heed  of  oppoiinghi^mc^gCy^ 
fell  they  be  fcnind  %hte^  againfl:  hkn. 

For  imind :  w<as  not  thiis  always  the  fum  and  fubflance  m  every  difpefifsi^ 
tion  ?  Qbuld  men  be  ianred  by  believing  that  the  fnd  of  the  woman  fiouid 
hndfe  the  -.  Serpntis.  bead'S-  Or  that  in  Abrkbam^i  feed  aSr^  il»e^  families  of  the 
earth  fbotdd  it  bleffed?  Or,  thai  a  child  fbouid  be  bmn^  and  a  Son  given  ?  Or 
that^  tbrot^b  Chrifi^s  name^  rtemiffSon  of  fins  xaas  ^  bo  boA  ^- '  withouc 
coming  into  the  titue  fear,  which  teacheth-  and  cauieth  to^  depait  from  evfl ; 
and  without ^ving  gk)(y:.€o.God^  ia  bowing  to  his  Soiitt'ft  «iftruSrion&  and 
teadiings.;  and  without  woHhipping  him^  i()hoiBadenoa$WQ  and  earth,  and 
fea,  and  fountains  of  waters  ?  Or  could  aay  fear  the  Lord,-  and  give  glor^  ti> 
liim,  and  come  under  the  hour^  of  hh  judgmefit,  and  woribip  him,  who 
made  heaven,  and  earth,  and  fea,  and  fountains  of  waters  ^  but  they  muft 
fitft  feel  the  powor  cf  the  gQfpel  overconnng  their  fpiyitsr,  aild  lading  them^ 
thither. 
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Tvlop'^^ephnS' anj^&ei i  pfii  toncerningcftbers not  horning njohat  Xjtri 
' ..  teacSetB  usj^  the  other  concerning  the  P^m  of  bis  teaching  us. 

Qucftrx*  "TTT  /r>^T  ijf  the  reafon  tbaX  others  cannot  k^rn  nor,  heconitfub- 
•  •      W  J^  tot%e  Jama,  Jpirituat  tr^ths^  which  Qbd  makes  mantf^  /a 
us^ and ]fu^eBetb  cur  Jptri/s,  to^  \ ,         /  T    .        , 

Anjw.x  Thie  feaJbn  is^  bec?iufc.th€y  do  not  learn  the  fartie  way  that  God 
teachctK.ps ;  andfo,  though^ tb(jjr  have roapyaa vantages  above  u$  of  parrs, 
learning^  !G.^^^  know  much;  "yet  not  coming  into  the 

right  yy;jy;  wherein. God's  D^^^^  th?y  ne^v^  come  to  learn  the 

truth,*i^it  is  there^tau^t..      /V  "  . 

'  ,Qaeff.\2V  dut  what  is  the  was  ]^berein  God  teachetbyou  t  may  fomc  fay, 

'4nfw/  'ifhus  God  teiacbetK  us,  by  giyi^jg;  us  an.underftanding  to  know 
him  that  is  true,  and  by  openiAg  an  ei*' m  Us  to  hear  tils  voice;  andfo, 
being  k^t  within  the  limits  of  that  yriderilanding' and  ^ar,  we  come  to 
hear  and  Khow  ar^ht.  '      '       '   .  / '  '    '  . 

Tah  heed  (faid  Chrift)  how  ye.  bear »  Oh  f  the  Lord  hath  made  us  fenfible 
pf  the  weight  of  that  fcripcure;  and  we  liave  often  experienced,  that  it  is 
eafy  to  hear  amifs,  and  read  amifs,  and  pray  amils,  and  belicive  ami^  and 
hope  amifs ;  but  hard  to  do  any  of  thefe  aright.  Therefore j  Ve  Are  taught 
ftiil  to  wait  for  the  ftirring  of  the  waters,  for  the  moving  of  God's  Holy- 
Spirit,  upon  our  fpirits ;  and  then  healing  virtue  and  ability  is  felt  and  re- 
feived&om  him,  to  perform  what  he  requires. 

Thus,  wheawe  read  the  fcriptures,  our  eyes  are  towards  him^  and  ^e 
watch  againftour  own  underftandings,  agamft  what  they  could  eather 
orxompcehend  of  themfelves,  and  wait  to  feel  how  he  will  open  our  ^yA 
and  what  he  will  make  manifeft  to  them,^  being  opened^,  and  if  he  d 
dpwn  nothing,  we  gather  nothing;  but  if  he  give  light, ^ then  in  his  li^ 
we  iee  and  receive  nght.  So  in  praying,  we  wait  to  feel  the  birth  of  Ufi 
(which  is  of  the  Father,  and  which  the  Father  hears)  breathe  in  us  %  anc 
K)  far  as  the  Spirit  of  the  Father  breathes  upon  it,  and  it  breathes  to  the  Fa- 
ther, fo  far  we  pray ; ,  and  when  life  Hops,  we  Hop,  and  dare.not  offer  up  to 
God  any  facrifice  of  our  own,  but  what  the  Father  prepares  and^ves  us. 
So  in  eating  and  dnnking,.  and  whatever  we  do^  our  heart  is  retired  to  the 
Lord^  and  we  wait  to 'feel  every  thing  fan&ified  by  his  prefence  and  blefilng ; 
and^  indeed,  here  every  thing  is  fweet  unco  us*  And  in  whatever  God  en- 
ables us  to  do,  wq  narrowly  watch  to.  that  diredion  of  Chrif!,  not  to  let  the 
h^i'hand  know  what  she  right  hand.  doth.  For  we  are  nothing  of  ourfclves, 
nor  can  do  any  thing  of  ourfelves ;  therefore  whatever  is  doDe  in  ils,  as  we 
£bel  the  grace  of  God,  the.  virtue  and  power  of  his  life  working  all  in  us  ^ 
Id  Itris  mil  given  us  to.^lbui^  all  the  honour  and  gjbry  thereto^ 
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And  in  this  temper  of  fpirit  we  find  nothing  too  hard  for  us^  for  the 
firength  of  Chrift  is  ftill  at  hand,  even  in  the  midft  of  our  weaknefs ;  and 
the  riches  of  the  kingdom  is  dill  .at  hand  in  the  ondft  of  our  poven^  and 
iiothingnels ;  and  his  ftrength  works,  and  our  weaknefi  doth  hot  hinder  the 
glory  of  him  that  works  through  it  So  being  beaten  ta  it,  by  coiiftant 
fenfe,  and  daily  experience,  that  it  is  not  by  our  willing  or  cunning,  accord- 
ing to  our  wifdom  and  ftrength,  that  we  can  attain  any  things  but  by  God^s 
Ihewing  mercy  tO'us*in  Chrift;  we  therefore  dailv  wait  at  the^pofts  of,  God's 
heavenly  wifdom,  to  feel  the  gate  of  mercy  alia  tender  love  opened  to  us; 
and  mercy  and  love  flow  in  upon  ui ;  whereby  we  may,  and  daily  db  oboin 
what  our  hearts  defire  and  feek  after,  bkfied:  be  the  Lord  for  even 

And  truly  here  in  the  (pringings  of  love,  ind  openings  of  mercy  from  our 
God,  we  have  feUowfliip  and  converfe  with  the  Father  and  Son,  arid  one 
with  another,  in  the  holy  Spirit  of  life.;  and  we  teftify  of  thefe  things  to, 
others,  that  they  alio  tnight  come  into  the  fame  felbwfhip;  atid^be  oi  the 
fame  hxth  which  flows  from,  and. abides  in,  and  makes  living,  in  the  power 
and  life  eternal. 

The  Lord  guide  all  tender,  breathing,  panting  fprnts  hither,  that  they 
may  be  fatisfied  in  the  goodnefs  and  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  and  may 
eat  abundandv  of  the  fatnefs  of  his  houfe,  and  drink  of  the  rivers  of  his 
pleafures,  ana  not  wander  up  and  down  any  longer  in  their  own  barren 
thoughts,  apprehenfion$,  and  conceivings  upon  the  fcriptures.    " 

.'  *         .  'jPk.^9  

Of  the  threefold  Appearance  of  Chrijly  to  *wity  under  the  La'W^  in  a 

Body  of  Pie/h,  and  in  his  Spirit  and  Power. 

T^  I R  S  T,  Under  the  law.  'Various  were  the  appearances  of  Chrift ; 
JP  -fometimes  as  an  angel,  In  the  likenef^  of  a  man;  fo  to  Abraham,  and 
lo  to  Jacob,  when  Jacob  wreftled  with  him,  and  prevailed,  and  had ,  over- 
come ;  fo  to  Joihua,  or  the  captain  of  the  ^Lord*s  hoft,  at  his  bcfiege* 
ing  Jericho ;  fo  to  Mofes  in  the  bulh,  'he  'appeared  as  uri  ungel,  JUs  viL 
35.  fo  like  wife  in  vifions.  Tirofe  glorious  appearances  bf  God  to  the  pro- 
phets in  virions,  were  the  appearances  of  Chrift ;  as*  particulariy,  that  glo- 
rious appearance  of  God  fitting  upon  a  throne,  and  his  tfain  filling  the  tem- 
ple, and  the  Seraphitns  crying,  ^Holy !  'holy !  holy  is:  the  Lord  of  bojis ;  bis 
"glory  is  the  fulnefs  of  the  ^ole  earth !  Ifa.  vi.  This  was  an  appearance  of 
Chrift  to  Ifaiah,  as  is  manifeft,  John  xii.  41,  where  the  Evangelift  (relat- 
ing to  that  place)  ufeth  this  expreffion :  ^efe  things  faid  tfcdab^  whenhefaw 
his  glory ^  and  fpake  6f  Hm^  So  he  was  the  angel  or  Goers  prcfence,  which, 
went  before  the  Jews,  in  all  their  joumeyings  and  travels  out  of  Egypt, 
through  the  fea,  and  in  riie  wildernefs,  and  in  the  time  of  the  Judges ;  and 
^wrought  all  their  deliverances  for  them,  as  is  figntficd,  Ifa.  briii.  9,    In  aU 

their 
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thw  t0i£lkns  be  was  ^^Hed^  and  the  angel  of  hhprefence  faved  tbem^&c.  So- 
with  the  Three  Children,  he  appeared  in  the  midft  of  the  fiery  ftimace 
in  a  form  like  the  SoncfGod^  as  Nebuchadnezzar  judged,  Dan.  iii.  25. 

Now  -indeed  the  whole  law  was  a  fhadbw  of  hiai,'  who  was  to  come  to  be 
the  fubftance  of  it,  and  to  perform  that  inwardly  in  the  hearts  of  his,  which ' 
the  law  figured  ibrth,  and  reprefeiited  outwardly.  Thus  Mofes  and  all  the. 
pirophets  were  forerunners  of  him,  the  great  prophet  of  the  fpiritual  Ifrael 
of  God.  All  the  priefts,  efpecially  the  high-prieft,  were  types  and  fore- 
runners of.  him,  and  to  end  in  him,  who  is  the  high-prieft  over  the  houfhold 
of  God  for  ever.  The  judges  ^ind  faviours  were  types  of  him,  the  great 
Saviour  and  Redeemer :  for  they  faved  not  by  their  own  ftrength,  but  by 
his  Spirit  and  power  coming  upon  them ;  (o  that  the  yoke  (which  was  made 
and  brought  upon  them  by  their  rebeUion  againft  the  Lord,,  and  difobe* 
dtence  to  his  law)  was  flill  broken,  becaufe  of  the  anointing. 

David,  Solomon,  and  the  good  kings,  were  types  of  him.  David,  of 
bis  conqueft  over  his  fpiritual  enemies ;  Solomon,  of  his  ruling  his  Ifrael  in 
peace,  after  he  had  conquered  their  enemies.    , 

Circumcifion  was  a  type  of  his  circumcifing  the  heart,  that  his  children, 
(his  hcdy  feed)  might  love  the  Lord  their  God  with  all  their  heart,  and 
live. 

The  paflbver,  and  blood  of  the  lamb,  was  a  type  of  his  blood,  and 
fprinkled  upon  the  confcience,  which  prefervedi  againft  the  ftroke  and 
power  of  the  deftroyer ;  and  fo  God  paffeth  over  all  fuch,  when  he  vifits 
for  fin  ahd  tranfgrcffion. 

.  The  outward  fabbath  was  a  type  of  the  pure  reft,  which  Chrift  gives  to 
thofe  that  believe  in  his  name :  for  indeed  they  that  truly  believe  in  him 
do  enter  into  reft,  and  ceafe  from  their  own  labour  and  workings  of  them- 
felves,  and  witnefs  God*s  working  in  them,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  bis  good 
pleafure. 

The  outward  law,  in  the.  letter,  written  in  tables  of  ftone,  was  a  fhadow 
of  the  inward,  living,  pure,  powerful,  fpiritual  law  of  love  and  life,  which 
God  writes  in  the  hearts  of  his  children,  which  confirains  them  to  obedience, 
and  enables  them  to  do  all  that  God  requires  of  them  with  eafe  and  delight. 
For  truly  the  yoke  of  his  law  is  eafy,  and  the  burden  of  his  commandments 
is  light  *,  io  that  they  are  not  at  all  grievous  to  them  that  are  under,  and 
in  fubjeftion  to,  his  Spirit. 

When  the  mind  is  gathered,  and  brought  from  under  the  fpirit  and 
power  of  darknefs  into  his  Spirit  and  power,  oh !  how  eafy  is  it  to  believe, 
to  love,  to  obey,  6?c.  Indeed  there  is  nothing  but  love,  and  faith,  and 
obedience,  and  life,  and  righteoufnefs,  and  holinels,  and  pure  power,  and 
peace,  and  joy  here.  For  tbe  old  tbings  are  faffed  away^  and  all  tbings  are 
become  new  in  Cbriji^  to  them  that  are  in  the  new  creation  in  him. 

So  Canaan,  the  Holy  Land,  rcprefented  the  Land  of  life,  or  country  of 
life,  into  which  God  gathers,  and  in  which  he  feeds  and  preferves  all  the 
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living,  whcm  he  &Sh^^  Qttt  ^f  die  ^r rittorks  of  deatl^  and  (tojrkxu^.  Afid, 
the  plenty  and  fi^flpif ^  of  the  ten?,  of  Caii^aaa,  apd^  thj?  tvsfe^t"  riyers  thqrcia^ 
fiffnified  jth^  al?undai>ce  of:  rich  thijag^,'  anji*  tjbe  rivers  of  God's  ple^c;e, 
vrhereoF  bii  rc^ecmectdnq  4^inld  as  i;hpx"(;pme  to  livc^  and.  dwelL  and 
u^jalk,  and  fug  in  and  wuti  hu^,- . 

Jerufaleipi  the  holy  city,  was  a  figjijre  xrf.  tj^p  i^w  J^^  thcfpirituai 

Jerulaletr^  the  heavenly  Jgrufal^m,  which  i?,  t}ie  rpother  ojT  al^t^pm  that  arf 
born  bi  the  Spirit  ^  and  tte  hill- whe^^^  Ivailt,  figmfied  God** . 

"holy  mountain,  whereon  this  Us  cijty/is  Kuilt;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the. 
outward Jerufaliem  fignified  the  inJubitei^^^  of  the.  new  and  inw^cj.  Jci:uf2u* 
lenj ;  and  the  ten:^le  figni^^d,  Chrift*a  bpay,  and  the  todies  of  thfc  iaints» 
which,  are  temples,  which  the  Holy  One  dwejis  in  tip  niidflof.  And  that 
altar  in.  the  outward  temple  figri^fiw  the  dljar  in  thisinw^d  tjemple^  which, 
all  the^true,  inward,  fpintual/|i;pws  have  right  to  piartakJe  of,  and  none  el^ 
The  fire  4h  the  outward  temple,  and  the  candlefticks,  and  the  lights^ 
which  wpre  nfcver  to  go  otit,  fmnified  the  holy  fire  in  the  fj^tua^  tempfe^ 
which  conies' from  heaven,  whcrewitK  all  the  fpiritua|  6crifices  are  to  be 
offered  up*,  and  the  caodlei^ick  is  to  hold  th^  light  (and "the  priefts  to 
keep  the  lamps  burning^  or  Qod  will  rcmpveit  out  of  its  place.  So  the 
holy  garments  of  the  pnefts  fignified  the  robes  of  righteoufnels,  innOcency^^ 
and  purity;,  wherewith  the,pcople  of  God  undc;r  the  gofp^  (whp  are.  a  royal 
priefthood  to  him)  are  to  be  cloathed. 

.  And  the  ark  fignifie4  that  which,  hcdds  the  law .  of  the  new  covenant  ^ 
and  the  pot  o£  manna,  with  which  kind  of  food  God  fed  and  nourilhed 
the  foul  in  the  wildernefs,  before  he  brought  it  into  the  Holy  I^and,  mufl: 
be  for  an.eveflaflmg  meinorial  in  the  land  of  .the  Hying.  f.or  indeed  Cbrift 
appeared  to,  and  was  with,  that  peoj>le  in  the  wikletnefs,  in.  a  cloud  by  day^ 
and  in  2(  pilar  of  fire  by  night;  which,  fignified  the  leadings  dF God's  Spirit 
in  the  day  of  the  gofpel,  !^i*  iv.  5.  'And  he  was  the  rock  that  followed 
them ;  and  he  was  the  manna  of  which  they  did  eat,  and  thi?  water  of  which  ' 
they  did  drink ;  for  the]^  did  eat  and  drink  of  the  heavenly  things  in  a 
figure,  and  (as  their  fpirits  were  at  any  time  opened),  hadataile  andfenfe 
of  the  true  food,  in  arid  through  the  figure ;  yea,  doubdels,  at  fome 
times,  they  had  all  fonie  fenfe,  and  did  all  eat  of  the -fame  fpiritual  meat 
as  we  now  «at  of,  and  did'^ajl  drink  of  the  fame  fpirituat  drink  as  we  now 
drink  of,  i  Coi^.  x.  g,  4.  for  they  were  not  only  dl  under  the  cloud,  and 
did  not  only.dl  pa(s.  through  the  fea,  but  they  were  alfo  all  baptized  in  the 
cloud  and  in  the  fea^  having  a  fenfe  of  the  pure  power  of  the  Lord,  and  of 
h|s  outftretched  arm  made  o^e  for  them;  in  which  fenfe  they  fang  his 
praife,  though  th^y  &on  afterwards  forgot  his  works,  PjfaL  cyi.  11,  it. 
Sp  likewife  there  was. Aaron's  rbd»  that  bi^di^ed,  laid  up  in  the  ark;  which 
is  the  evidence  of  the  ttue  priefthood  and  miniiiry  for  ever ;  and  that  whicK 
13,  fo,  is  not  tff  be  fpqrfied  againft^  but  fUll  to  be  acknowledged  and  ho- 
npuredt  as  of  God*  / 
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In  it  alfo'  were  the  blbtes  of  the  law»  In  the  reprefentative  atk ;  in  the 
tnie  ark  are  the  tables  of  the  l&w  of  life,  which  God  writes  bf  the  finger  of 
ius  Spirit,  ixA  appoints  to  be  kept  in  the  fpiritual  ark  for  eVer. 

Above  the  aric  was  the  mercy-feat,  with  two  cherubims  of  glory,  one  at 
each  end  of  it,  fpreading  their  wings  on  high  over  the  mercy-leat,  betweeA 
whom  God  dwelt  or  (at,  where  God  met  with  and  communed  with  Mofes^ 
and  the  priefts  under  the  law,  when  they  came  to  woHhip  him,  and  en- 
quire of  him ;  which  Jfigured  out  the  true  mercy-feat  under  the  gofpel, 
where  the  true  priefts  (the  true  circumcifion  of  tire  fpiritual  Ifrael  of  God) 
have  accefs  with  boldnefs  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  (through  the  high- 
prieft  of  their  profeflion)  they  may  obtain  mercy  and  grace,  to  help  in  time 
of  need. 

So  under  the  law,  all  the  facrifices  (the  fin-offcijng,  the  peace-ofFering, 
the  thank-ofiering,  the  heave-oSering,  the  wave-offering,  the  whole  burnt- 
offering,  the  meat-ofiering,  the  drink-offering,  Qfr.)  fignified  Chrift,  the 
one  offering,  who  comprehends  them  all  *,  and  the  holy,  fpiritual,  heavenly 
offerings,  which  the  fpiritual  people  (the  priefts  of  the  gofpel)  are  daily  to 
offer  up  to  God :  and  the  fweet  fpices,  frankincenfe,  and  odours,  fignified 
the  fweet  jfeafonings  of  the  gofpel  facrifices  with  grace,  with  fait,  with  the 
Spirit,  with  the  frefh  breathings  of  fife,  with  innocency,  with  meeknefs, 
with  tendernefs,  with  2eal,  with  faith,  widi  16vc,  fcfr.  which  yields  a  moft 
pleafant  fcent  in  the  noftrils  of  the  Lord. 

Now  in  the  bullodk  arid  goat  for  the  fih-offcring,  the  blood  Wais  to  be 
brought  into  the  holy  pkte,  to  make  atonement ;  and  the  fat  and  inwards 
burnt  on  the  akir;  and  the  flefh,  fkin,  and  dung,  carried  forth  and  burnt 
without  the  camp.  What  means  this  ?  Oh  \  how  precious  is  it  to  read  the 
6gures  of  the  heavenly  things  with  true  underftanding !  but  to  read  through 
the  figures  (with  the  eye  of  life,  with  the  eye  of  the  Spirit)  into  the  invi- 
fible  fubftance,  this  is  fweet,  precious,  and  heavenly  indeed ! 

Secondly,  Conarning  CbriJPs  appearance  in  a  tody  offiejh.  When  the  time 
of  thefe  fhadows  drew  towards  an  end,  and  the  fiiUnefs  of  time  was  come, 
he  who  thus  appeared'in  fcveral  types  and  fliiadows  among  that  people  of  the 
Jews  under  the  law,  he  no#  <:ame  doWn  from  the  Father, '  debafed  himfelf, 
and  cloathed  himfelf  like  a  man,  partaking  of  flefh  and  blood ;  ahd  was 
in  all  things  made  like  unto  us  (excepting  fin  5  for  he  was  the  Lamb  with- 
out fpot)  humbling  himfelf  to  cdme  under  the  law,  and  under  the  curfei 
that  he  might  itdecitt  th6fe  thkt  are  under  the  law  (and  under  the  curfe)  by 
fulfilling  the  righteoufnefi  thereof^  and  brining  them  tHrotigh  into  the 
righteoufnefi  everlafBng. 

Now  while  hewa^  in  the  body,  his  gloiydid  fhrhc  to  the  eyeof  the  children  of 
the  true  wifdcm :  has  dlfbtples  (to  wnbm  not  flefh  and  blood,  nor  the  wifdom 
and  kiKiwled^  wh}<!h  th6y  couM  get  from  the  letter,  but  his  Father  revealed . 
him)  they  faw  the  hidderi'glory  5  they  faw  through  the  veil  of  his  flefli,  and 
beheld  Him  as  the  only  Begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  arid  truth.     ' 

C  c  c  2  Now 
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J^ow  in'  this-  body  he  finiftied  the  work  which*  his  Father  gave  him  to 
do  i  he  fulfilkd  all  righteoufnds  (the  righteoijfaels  of  the  letter,  the  idghte- 
oufncfs  of  the  Spirit)  that  he  might  bring  bis  throHjgh  the  rigfateoafnefs  of 
the  law  or  letter,  into  the  righteoufiiefs  of  the  Spirit  and  power,  into  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  new  life*,  and  here  that  fcripcure  is  read  and  fulfilled^ 
/  through  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law^.  that  I  might  live  to  God.  So  his'  whole 
life  was  a  doing  the  will  of  the  Father,  which,  fent  him. 

When  he  was  but  twelve  years  old,  he  difputed  witb  the  do<9x>rs  and 
teachers  of  the  law^  hearing  and  alking  them  queftions  (difcovering  the  pure 
wifd©m  of  the  Father  which  dwelt  in  hinv)  be^aufe  it  was  his  Father's  bufi- 
nefs  which  he  was  to  be  about,  as  he  toldliis  mother,.  Luke  iL.49.  And 
when  the  Lord  led  him  into  the  wilderncfs  to  be  tried,  he  went  and  was 
tempted,  that  he  might  fight  the  battle  againft  his  great  adverfary.  And 
when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  upon  him>  moving  him  to  preach  the 
gofpel,  he  preached  the  gofpel  in  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Father,  and 
went  about  doing  good,  and  healing  all  that  were  qppreflfed  of  the  devil,  as 
his  Father's  Spirit  led  and  guided  him  :  for  he  did  nothing  of  himielf,  or  in 
his  own  will,  or  for  himfelf  ^  but  all  in  the  wiU  and  time  of  the  Father. 

Mine  hour  is  not  yet  come^  faid  he  to.  his  mother,  when  (he  was  hafty.to  have 
him  do  that  miracle  of  turning  water  into  wine,  John  ii.  4.  And  ia  when 
his  brethren  urged  him.  to  go  up  to  the  feaft,.  John  viL  3^  4.  Mf  tim^  laid 
he,  is  not  yet  come ;  your  time  is  always  ready ^  ver.  5,> 

Thus  he  did  always  pleafe  his  Father,  and  feek  the  honour  oS  hmi  that 
fent  him/,  and  was  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death,  of  thecrofs,  beipg 
willing  to  drink  of  the  cup  which  his  Father  g$Lve  him  to  drink :  and  io 
having  finifhed  hi^  work,  he  returned  from  whence  he  came,  and  fat  down, 
at  the  right-hand,  pf  the  majeily  on  high,  being  exalted  above  all  principa- 
lities, and  powers,  and  dominions,  both,  in  this,  world,  and  in  that  which- is 
to  come.  . 

Thirdly,  Mow  the  third  appearance  of  Chrift,  which  thefe  two  outward 
appearances  made  way  for,  was  his  appearance  in  Spirit^  even  his  pure,  in-* 
ward^  beanienly  appearance  in  the  hearts  of  his  children.  This  he  bids  his 
diiciples  wait  for-,,  telling  them,  that  he  would  not  leave  tbemxomfortlefs^  hut 
would  come  again  to  tjbem.  They  had  had  the  appeamnce  of  the  bridegro6a> 
in  the  fLefli,..  and  he  was  to  go  away.  It  could  not  be  helped ;  it  was  ne- 
cefiary  for  them  that  he  fliould  go  away  %  but  (f^th  he)  I  will  come  again. 
The  lame  power  and  prefence  that  is  now  with  you  in  a  body.  o£  fie(h» 
Ihall  vilit  you  ia  Spirit,,  and  lb  abide  with  y6u.for  ever.  For  he  that  is  now^ 
with  you  Ihall  be  in  you ;  till  that  time  ye  Ihall  have  foirovv,  and  be  13ce  a 
travaUing  woman.;  but  the  worlds  in  the  ,mean  time,  (hail  rejoice ;  hut  I 
will  fee  you  again^  and  your  heart  Jball  rojoice^  and  your  jay  no  man  takes  from 
you.  And  was  it  not  to  ?  Did.  not  Chrift  fend  the  >  Spirit,  the  Comforter  ^ 
Did  he  not  come  in  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Moft  High,  to  be  with 
them  always  to  the  end  of  toe  world  ?  Did  he  not  bid  them  j^^jt  and  wait  M 
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Jerujaiem  for  that  appearance  of  him  in  his  Spirit^  and  not.  go  about  his 
work  and  mefiage  till  he  came  in  the  pbwer  and  authority  of  his  Father  to 
^Q  along  with  them  ?  And  did  not  their  hearts  rejoice  when  he  came  with 
joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory  ?  Had  they  not  then  the  joy  and  peace 
which  pafled  all  the  underftanding  of  man  ^  which /^  and  peace  none  could 
take  from  them  5  which  joy  they  were  hot  promifed'that  they  Ihould  receive 
till  he  came  and  faw  them  agjiin  ?  Yea,  truly;  in  the  kingdom,  Spirit^ 
and  power  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  there  is  z  feeing  eye  to  eye.  Yea,  it  was 
fo,  in  fome  meafure,  with  fome  precious  ones  in  the  days  of  old,  which  that 
promife,  {^fal.  xxxii.  8.  1  will  gtddethee  with  mine  eye)  intimates  5  for  the  eye 
of  the  foul  muft  be  upon  God's  eye,  and  obferve  the  motion,  thereof,  if  it 
be  guided  thereby. 

And  truly  this  ad&nihiftration  of  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  gofpel  is  tuo^ 
ceeding  gloriot^  and  they  that  come  into  it,  come  into  the  glory  and  hea- 
venly dominion  and  authority  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  (and  fo  are  made 
kings  by.  him,,  and  wear  crowns  in  his  prefence,  though  they  ftill  caft  them 
at  his  feet)  and  are  changed  from  glory  to  glory  ^,  and  behold,  as  in  a  mirror^ 
the  glory  of  the  Lonj,  which  none  can  do  but  with  the  eyfc  which  is  in 
fome  meafure  changed  and  glorified. 

^  Now  this  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel  in  Spirit  and  power,  began  in  the 
apofUes  days,  and  the  church  was  exceeding  chaft^,  pure,  and  beautiful 
then,  without  fpot  or  wrinkle ;  though  there  were  fome  crept  into  the  out- 
ward court,  which  were  (pots  among  them ;  bm  that  did  not  mar  tlie 
beauty,  of  the  reft,  but  they  could .  bring  vifUny  and  dominion  to  him  that 
fat  on  the  throne,  and  witnefled  that  {alvation,  and  ftrength,  and  the  king^ 
dom  of  our  Go4  and  the  power,  of  his  .Chrift  was  come^  For  the  man- 
child  was  bom,  and  was  among  them  \  and  the  glorious  woman  (the  churchy 
the  Ipoiife  of  Chrift)  wai  cloathedwitb  tbefun^  &c«  and  had  both  her  huf- 
band  (her  Lord  and  head)  and  the  manrch'dd  (the  pure  biith  of.  life)  with 
her.  But  there  was  a«  falling  away  after  this,  and  a  thick  dark  night,  and 
a  very,  great  and  univerfal  apoftafy  from  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  apoftles ; 

'  many  departing  out^of  the  fear  into  the  hlgb-mindednefs,  and  not  keeping 
their  ftanding  in  the  faith,  and  love,  and  obedience  of  the  truth  ;  but  hold-^ 
ing  a  form  of  godlinelsr  out  of  the  power. 

But  God,  in  his  tender  mercies,  determined  to  fend  an  aogd  to  preach 
his  everlaftiDig  gofpel  again  v and  in  due.time  fo  did^as  is  txpttntd^Rev.  xiv. 
6,  7.  (Mark :  none  could  preach. the  everlaftii^g  gofpel  after  the  apoftafy,. 
by  any  ordination. or  fucceflion  of  miniftry.  left  amongft  men  \  but  there  muft 
be  a. new  receiving  of  the  gofpel,  by.  a^  new  mefiage. and  commiflion  from, 
on  high).  And  God  likewife.  fent  forth  his  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning 
to  confume  the  whore  (the  falfe  chwch)  which  was  grown  yery  great,  Qctiogi 
over  peoples,  multitudeJs,  nations,  and  tongues ;  and  to  bring  the  true 
church  out  of  the  wildernefs  into  enjoyment  of  her  beauty  and  glory,  agaio.. 
And  when  (he  comes  again^  jhe  comes  as  a  morning  without  clou4s^.  with- 
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<>ut  any  veil,  without  any  outw^f^  types  or  (hadows  t>f  the  glory  to  be  re- 
pealed, even  in  the  pure  and  heaiNinl^  ^tj  itf^. 

JEfe  that  hath  a  true  eye,  let  him  read  this ;  and  he  that  hath  an  heart 
Opened  by  the  Lond,  fct  hirta  acknowledge  it :  for  the  name  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chnft  is  exalted,  and  the  knees  erf"  his  redeemed-ones  bow  to  him, 
and  acknowledge  him  the  only  Anointed  One,  thc^only  Lotd  attd  Kins 
over  all,  to  the  glonr  of  God  the  Father.  Amen. 

^11. 

Concerning  Mount  Stnai*  and  Mount  Sion. 

WAS  not  Sinai  the  mount  that  might  be  touched,  an  earthly  mounts 
from  whence  wat  tlic  mtniftration  of  the  kw  outwaai,  or  in  the  let- 
ter, which  gendered  to  bond^e,  condemnation,  and  death  ?  Doth  not  the 
apofUe  Peter  fay,  concerning  the  law  as  io  admtniftercd^  that  it  was  a  yoke 
too  beany  for  them  or  their  fafbers  to  bear?  A&s  xv.  lo. 

Is  not  the*  golpel  Sion  a  fpiritual  mount,  an  heavenly  mount»  a  mount 
that  cannot  be  touched  by  human  fenfes,  a  mount  from  whence  is  the  mi«» 
niftration  of  the  ^nrit^  die  miniffa-adon  of  liberty,  the  miniftrati(m  of  life, 
the  miniftration  of  the  glory  that  exceUeth  ?  Is  it  not  .the  holy  mountain, 
whereon  the  holy  dty  (the  New  Jcicufidcm)  is  built,  and  where  the  King  of 
Righteoufnefe  rules  in  r^tepu£tie&  and  peace  over  aU  his  fubje^s ;  where 
he  makes  to  chem  the  fe^  of  feu:  thingi,  and  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  re- 
fined ;  where  be  and  bis  fup  together,  eating  and  drinking  the  bread  and 
wine  of  the  kingdom^  even  the  living  bicaa,  and  the  fruit  of  the  living 
vine? 

Is  not  the  whole  miniftradon  of  life,  foim  the  beginning  to  end,  fiiom 
Mount  Sion?  Is  it,  any  of  it,  from  Mount  Sinai  ?     , 

Is  not  Sion  to  be  sedeemed  with  judgment,  and  her  converts  with 
ri^teoufneis  ?  Doth  either  the  judgment,  or  the  righteou&eis,  wherewith 
Sion  and  her  converts  are  to  be  ''redeemed,  come  from.  Mount  Sinai  ?  Da 
they  not  bodi  come  from  Mount  Sion  ? 

Out  of  Sion  Jhall  go  forth  tbe  Um^  and  Word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerufdmy 
ijQu,  ii.    He  that  underjhmdeth  this  fcripture,  knoweth  the  gofpd  ftate. 

Te  are  not  come  (faid  the  apoftie)  to  the  nionnt  tbat  fki^  be  touched,  and 
thai  bnmed  with  fire  \  nor  unto  blaeknejij  atfd  darknrfsy  and  tempeft^  and.  tbe 
found  of  a  trumpet^  and  tbe  voice  of  words,  &c. ;  bnt  ye  are  come  to  Mnmt 
Sion,  and  unto  tbe  dty  if  tbe  Uving  God,  the  beofoentjrjtntfalem,  &c.  Heb.  xa. 

Now  they.diat  are  come  thither,  they  witneft  the  kw  of  the  Spirit  of 
Kfe  in  Chrift  Jefus,  wiiich  makedi  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death ;  and 
the  pore  Word  of  eternal  life  iffiiing  theoo^  even  from  diat  Sion  and  Je- 
r^uiafem. 

Mind 
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Mind  that  icrv^te^  QaL  iv.  25,  26.  Far  this  Agir  is  Mount  Sinqi  inAra-^ 
iiay  and  anfiveretb  to  yerufakmy,  which  n(m  is^  and  is  in  bondage^  with  her 
ibiUren^  but  Jeruftdem,  ;U)bicb  is  above  isfree^  which  is  the  mother  of  us  all. 

Wc  read,  B^.  xi,  ig^That  the  temple  of  God  was  opned  in  Ifeaven^  and 
there  ivasfeen  in  his  temple  the  ark  of  his  teftament\  and  there  were  lightnings^ 
and  voicesy  and  thunderingSy  and  an  earthquahy  and  great  hail.  Whence  i£d 
thofe'  lightnings,  voices,  thuncjeriags,  &c.  ifluc;  out  of  Sinai,  or  out  o£ 
Siqn  ?  Doth  not  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah/roar  out  of  Sion  againfl:  his 
e'nenaies,  and  flioot  the  arrows  of  his  judgments  from  thence  ?  And  if  he 
judge  his  enemies  from  thence>  doth  he  not  judge  his  people  from  thence 
alio  ?  Is  not  his  fire  in  Sion,  and  his  furnace  in  Jerui^em  ?  And  doth  not; 
the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning^(by  which  he  waflieth  and  purgeth  away; 
the  blood  and  filth  of  the  daughter  of  Sion)  iflue  forth  from  thence  ?  Oh  I 
that  men  had  a  true  and  ipiritual  underftandin^  of  thefe  things^'  and  were 
taught  ^f  God  to  know  and  diflinguifh  concerninjg  the  things  of  his  king:? 
dom! 

xiiL  :    ♦ 

Of  the  Significaticm  of  Mount  Sinai^  and  Mount  Sioa. 

MOUNT  Simu  was  that  mount  ci  earth  \^h'  the  voice  and  pre-* 
fence  of  tbj?  Locd fliook .ne.the  mimftratioa  (£  the  law  oucwaid. 
N<>^  there  is  aii  inward  earth,  which  is  to  be  fliaken;  alfi> ;  even  the  na*< 
ture  which  tranigrefled,  the  nature  which  was  fubjei^  to  fin,  and  under, 
tli^  eurfe,  the  earth  !wii|ch  brings  forth  briai^s^  and  thorns.     Inta  the  earth 
the  .plough  pf.  the  Lpsd.  ts  to  go,  to  break  it  up^  and  overturn  it^  that  there 
i^a^  b^  at  new  earth :  ftirmed,  fit  to  receive  the  heavenl^T;  feqd ;  out  of 
which   it  may  ipring,  and  bring  forth  fhut  to  Gpd    Yea,  not;  only  the 
e^tb^  buc  23fo  the  lieavehs^  are  to  be  Ihaken,  yea,  and  removed  too ;  tho* 
the  (baking  of  Mount  Sioai  did  not  fignify  that^  but  only,  th^  taking  of 
the  earth.    But.yit-  omc  more  (faith  the  Lprd)  Ifbakt  not  earth  onfyy  but  alfo 
be0tm$  i  which  fignifieth  the  rejncioving  of  thofe  thingp  that  may  be  fhaken, 
that  thofe  things  which  cannot  be  {h^ken  may  remain. 

There  h  that  which  is  changeabl^^  and  there  i».eHat  which  ts  unchange- 
able*    The  old  earthy  and  the  old  heavens,  are  changeable ;  the  new  hea^ 
v^ns^  aod  the  new.earth,  are  unchangeable.    There  is  a  changeable  mind,, 
a  changeable  fpirit,  a  changeable  nature,  a  chaifgeabk  will^  a/changeable; 
wUciooi,  a.  changeable  reaibn  abd  undeEftanding.  (whjch  onewhite  goeSi  diis 
way»  add  anotlMer  while  that  Way)  a  changeable  knowledge  of  God  ^  which 
moA  Jeams  notpf  the  Spirit  <»  the  Ldr4  but  afiicf  a  tcaititi0iMl\waK,  \ami 
by  the  ibardi^  0^ his  own  hunting  mindfc  and  dmks  imo'thit  part;w»^his- 
old  and  earthly^    Their js  man's^  kin.dfing.  a  fire  theses  a  beatit^  einti  tfparka . 
there,  with  which  he  compafle^  about  and  warmeth  himfel^  getting  untor. 
himlielf  peace  and  jqy^  h^  and  oonfidence^  &^v  .  BijtMifaeA.  the  X^om  ap*^ 
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pears,  and  his  voice  is  Tieard  (when  Jie  arifeth  to  thake  terribly  the  earthy 
jrea,  and  the  heavens  alfo)  all  thefe  will '  be  ftiaken,  and  fall  like  untimely 
figs  at  the  rufhinjg  of  a  mighty  wind  and  terrible  tempeft. 

For  the  day  ofthe  Lord,  the  day  of  his  pure- appearance,  the  day  of  the 
brightnefs  of  his  riling,  will  be  upon  all  that  is  higi>  and  lofty ;  upon  all  that 
is  proud  and  lifted  up  at)0ve  the  pure  feed.  Every  cedar  of  Lebandn,  and  oak 
of  Bafhan,  that  is  high  and  lifted  up ;  every  high  mountain  and  hill  that  are 
lifted  up;  every  high  tower,  and  fenced  wall-,  every  thip  of  Tarfhifti,  and 
pleafent  pifture,  6?<:.  (hall  all  feel  the  terror  of  his  majefty :  and  that  atone 
which  is  of  the  pure  feed,  gathered  into  the  feed,  and  changed  into  the 
nature  of  the  feed,  that  alone  (hall  ftand.  Nothing  elfe  (haJl  be  able  to 
dwell  with  the  devouring  fire,  and  everlafting  burnings :  lb  that  it  may  be 
very  well  laid.  Who  may  abide  the  day  ofhii  coming  \  and  ijdbo  Jhall  ftandwbm 
be  hppearetb?  For 'he  .is  like  a  refiner^s  fire,  and  like  fuller's  foap;  and  he 
oomethwith  hh  fan  in  his  hand,  to  fan  away  the  chaff  j  and  Ihall  fit.as  a 
sefiner  and  purifier  of  filver,  to  purify  the  fons  of  Levi,  and  purge  thenn 
as  gold  and  filver,  that  they  may  offer  unto  the  Lord  an  offering  in  righte- 
oufnefs,  plealant  to  the  Lord.^  which  none  can  do  but  thole  that  are  puri- 
fied by  hii^. 

And  happy  will  they  be,  whole  religion  and  worlhip  in  that  day  will  ftand^ 
the  trial,  and  bear  the  fire.     Ahd  oh !  bleded  for  ever  be  the  Lord,  who  is* 
come  n^r  to  jtidgmieht,  and  is  a  fwift  witnefs  asain^  all  deceit  and.un- 
rfghteoufnef»^  but  a  juftifier  of  them  whoT^  conlcienceis  he  has  fprinkled 
with  the  blood  of  Jcfus. 

ButYiow,  as  die  Lord  tAketh  away  the  old,,fo  be  bringcth  in  the  new. 
As  he  rcmoveth  the  cAA  earth,  and  the  old  heavens,  wherein  dwelt  un- 
righteoufnefs ;  fo  he  formeth  and  bringeth  forth  the  new  heavens,  and  the 
new  earth,  wherein  dwells  lighteoufiicfe. 

And  h^re  the  kingdom  is  known  ^nd  received,  which  can*  never  be  Ihaken. 
Here  is  the  Mount  Sion,  which  (hall  never  be  removed  \  and  the  Jerufalcm^ 
one  of.whofe  ftakes  or  cords  (hall  never  be  plucked  up,  or  broken.  Heve 
is  the  city  which  hath  everlafting  foundations,  whofe  builder  and  maker  is 
God. 

'  Blefled  ure  they  that  come  hither,  and  dweU  here  %  who  are  not  conne  to 
the  mount  that  may  be  touched,  and  ihaken,  and  removed  (read  inwardly)  j 
but  to  the  holy  mount  of  God,  land  whereon  all  the  buildings  of  life<are 
railed,  and  whereon  they  ftand  firm  for  ever. 

And  all  that  are  herein  built  up  and  eftablilhed  can  truly  fay,  and  fing  in 
fpirit,  Bieffed  ie  tbe  Lord  God  of  Ifrael^  and  bleffed  by  Urn  fiaU  be  tbe  baH- 
toHonjof  jvfiico^ani  motrntain  of  bolinefs^  from  ibis  f me  fortb  for  evermore. 
For  Jenifalem  is  now  become  a  quiet  habitation,  and  the  king  of  glory 
reigneth  therein :  iot  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  who  hath  created  the  new  heavens, 
and  the  ijcw  earth,  hath  created  Jerufidem  a^ttgoicing,  and  her  people  a  joy ; 
and  they  fliatt  be  glad,  and  rejoice,  and  blefs  themfelve$. in  hioH  forever 
and  ever.  Jmen^  Amen.  XVL 
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Concerning  the  Temple  and  Sacrifices  under  the  GofpeL 

GOD's  temple  under  the  gofpel  is  the  light  of  his  Son,  the  Spirit  of 
his  Son»  and  thofe  Ibuls  which  are  renewed,  and  buik  up  an  habita^ 
tion  for  him  in  die  Spirit  of  his  Son,  and  thofe  bodies  in  which  renewed 
minds  and  fpirits  dwell  God  is  light,  and  he  dwelleth  in  light ;  God  is 
Spirit,  and  his  building  is  holy  and  fpiritual  \  for  he  dwelleth  in  nothing 
that  is  d^,  or  corrupt,  or  unclean. 

And  that  which  is  facrificed  or  offered  up  to  God  muft  be  clean  and 
pure.  No  unclean  thought,  no  unclean  defire,  nothing  that  is  earthly,  or 
ile(hly,  or  felfi(h,  mufl:  be  offered  up  to  God ;  but  the  pure  breathings  of 
his  own  Spirit:  for  whatfoever  is  of  him,  and  comes  from  him,  is  ac- 
cepted with  him  \  but  whatever  man  can  invent,  or  form,  or  offer  up  of 
his  own,  or  of  himfelf  (though  it  be  ever  fo  ekmous  and  taking  in  man's 
eye),  yet  it  is  but  abomination  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord* 

Thus  all  the  &crifices  of  the  Gentiles  (or  heathenifh  nature)  are  iejeded« 
Thus  all  the  facrifices  of  the  Jews  outward  (or  of  the  profefling  mind,  and 
nature,  without  the  true  life)  are  rgcded  alfo. 

JVherewitb  jbdll  I  come  hefore  the  Lord  (faid  the  prophet  of  the  lx>rd  of 
old)  and  bow  nfffilf  befcre  the  bigb  God  ?  Shall  I  come  btfore  bim  wUb  iumt^ 
offermgSy  witb  calves  of  a  year  old?  Will  tbe  Lord  be  f  leafed  with  thoufands  of 
rams  J  with  ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of  oil  ?  Shall  I  give  tfff  firfl-born  for  my 
tranfffrefjions  the  fruit  of  my  body  for  the  fin  of  myfotdf  Mic.  vi.  6,  7. 

What  faith  the  anfwer  of  God  ?  No,  no ;  this  is  not  the  way  to  come  to 
pardon  of  fin,  or  to  acceptance  with  tbe  Lord ;  but  come  to  that  which 
teacheth  what  is  good,  and  what  the  L$rd  requireth  of  thee^  O  man%  which  is 
to  do  juftfyj  and  to  love  mercy,^  and  to  wa&  humbly  with  the  Lord.  Come 
thither  in  the  teachings  of  God's  Spirit,  and  worihip  there,  and  there  thou 
(halt  witne(s  forgivenefs  of  fin9>  and  acceptance  with  the  Lord,  Mr,  vi.  7,  8. 
and  Ifai.  i.  16,  17, 18.  For  it  was  not  offering  facrifices  of  old  (appointed 
under  the  law)  that  would  do  the  thing,  nor  mens  pleading  the  facrifice  un- 
der the  gofpel ;  but  coming  to  that  Spirit  which  teacheth  holine&,  and  be- 
ing fubje&  to  th^t  Spirit,  aiyl  offering  in  that  Spirit  (to  die  Father)  what 
proceeds  therefrom.  So  that  his  building  in  the  Spirit  is  the  oidy  temple, 
and  the  facrifices  or  offerings  in  th^  %irit  are  the  only  ofiTerings  of  the  New-^ 
Teftament. 

And  here  every  groan  or  figb  towards  the.  Lord  after  that  which  is  pore, 
every  fupplication  in  the  Spirit,  every  acknowledgment  of  the  gpodnels  of 
the  Lord  in  a  true  and  pure  fenfe,  are  of  a  fweet  favour  in  the  noftrils  of 
the  Lord :  yea,  ufing  hofpitality,  relieving  the  poor,  or  doing  any  thing 
that  is  good  from  the  good  and  holy  root,  are  facrifices  acceptable  to  tbe 
.    Vol.  II.  Ddd  Lord. 
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.  Lord  Read  thefe  fcriptures  following  (and  if  the  Lord  open  thine  cycst- 
thou  mayeft  thereby  come  to  fee  both  what  the  temple  and  iacrifices  are)^ 
I  On-,  iiu  1 6,  and  2  Cor.  vi.  16.  IfaL  x.  7,  15.  Epbef,  ii.  21,  22.  ^eb.  m.  6. 
jRev.  xxi.-H*.5^*»  iV.  23.  Pfalxc.  i.  Tii'efa places  foregoing  are  for  the 
temple:  then  for  the  facrifices,  P/Ji/.  1.  14,  15.  and  li.  16, 17,  and  cxli.  2.. 

•  •  • 

'  Some  ^cJicmcQMerning  tine  Lizi>l pf  CAm^^ s  Spirit  anfiperedy  ^— 
cording  to  the.TCeJlimony  of  tbe  Ser^tutts  tfT^rutb^:w^ 
to  Experience, 

YV    whom  be  fsmt  to  preach  the  ff^pilf 
.  Atifw.  This  is  the  me6^ge  whicb>die]r*faeaniof  hioH.  and  which  they  de* 
clarod  unto  others^  f'btu  <imi  is  Mghj'  and  in  inm  is  no  darknefs  at  all. 

Queft.  2.  What. mas  Cbri^'s.intnU  in  finding  tbfm  mtb  tbis  miffage\  and. 
for  wbat  end  vto't.ibtf  todedun  it  to  others  f 

'  Akfm,  I^or  the  t^xning  ofw  mens  eyes  and  faeart$»  thatiMn  might  come 
to  a  fight  and  fenfe  of  the  darknefs,., and cto  a  fight  and  fenfe  d[  mt  l^;ht  ^ 
and  mighfi  be.  tuned  from  darknefs  ta  light  (and  fo  from  Satan^'s  power  to 
God);  and neu^t  come tmc  of  the  one  into  the  other  (that  is,  out.  of  the 
darkneisititdueiighi^. and. ib  might  walk  in  the.  fight,  as  God  is  In  the 
light 

Queih.^.  WbaL  is  tbe.dmgfr.ef  abiding  in  darknefi  • . 

Jnfxn^  In  the  darkoefs  ia  fioy  deaths .  condemnation,^  and  deftrafiion  of 
the  foul^  and  ieparadon  from  God  and  Chrift  for  even 

Queft.  4*  Wbalis^tbe  iem/lt  of  iiing  tmmedto  $be  ligbt^  and ofemaginta 
ibe  ligbty.  andwaikbig  in  HsaUgbt^  as  God  is  in  tbi  ligbtt 

Anfm.  The  beoe&s  are  great  and  niaoy ;  three  whereof  I  may  now  men* 
tioo,  which  comprehend  and  ooncain  in  them  many.  more. 

Firft,  In  the  l^ht^  remiflion  of  fins  is  received ;  for  there  is  the  faiood  of 
iprinkliiig,  wherewith  thofe  are  fprinkkd  that  come  thither ;  and  indeed 
naae  caa  walk  and  abide  theie^  bw  they  come  to  witnefs  the^biood  of  Jefiia^ 
Chnft^  God's  Son,  deamfing  them  from  aU  fin;  and  true,  real  deanfing  is 
no-wfaere  elfe  witnefled. 

SeCQBdly,  They  have  fidkMwQiip  with  tfae-Fatber  and  the  Son,  and  come 
alfo  inta  fellowfliip  with  the  famts  in  light ;  which  are  great  myfteries,  and 
ncsne  knows  what  thqft  meaabut  fuch  as  are  in  that  holy  f^owfiiip. 

Tlmdlyt  They  time  receive  the  eameft  of  the  everlaftii^  inheritance^ 
and  the  fealii^  iq>  }af  God^s  Holy  Sphit  unto  the  day  of  foH  redemption. 
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'/hfiv.  It  is  within,  chiefly  within ;  there  is  Satan^s  kingdofti ;  there  is 
the  boufe,  which  the  ftrong  man  armed  keepeth  5  \where  his  g6ods  arc  in 
peace,  till  zjironger  than  he  cometh  to  trouble  and  difpoflcfs  him. 

Queft.  6.  How  or  fvbere  is  the  light  to  be  met  with  which  man  is  to  be 
turned  to? 

Anfw.  It  appears  within  alfo  %  it  (hines  in  the  darknefs :  for  thither  ChriU: 
(the  ftronger)  comes,  with  the  light  of  his  S^nrit,  to  overcome  and  difpofiefe 
the  ftrong  man  of  his  houfe  and  kingdom.  ^ 

Queft.  7.  When  doth  the  light  of  CbriJPs  Spirit  Jbine  in  the  darknefs  ofmai?s 
heart  f 

Anfw.  When,  and  as  God  pleafeth.  For  the  light  is  his,  dnd  he  caufedi 
it  to  (hine  (in  the  hearts  of  the  (bns  and  daughters  of  men)  according  to 
his  pleafure  \  and  therefore  men  are  to  wait  for  the  ihining  of  his  pure  nea* 
venly  light  in  their,  hearts,  that  with  it  the  darknefs  may  be  refitted,'  over- 
come, and  (ubdued  in  them,  and  fcattered  and  difpelled  from  them,  and 
tlteir  hearts  filled  with  the  light  and  power  of  Kfe. 

Queft.  8.  How  may  a  man  perceive  or  know  the  light  when  itflnnes  f 

Anfw.  By  its  (hining :  for  light  (both  outward  and  inwand)  manifefts  both 
ttfelf  and  other  things  by  its  own  (hining.  And  as  there  is  no  discerning 
the  things  of  this  world  but  by  the  light  of  the  world ;  fo  there  is  no  di^ 
cerning  the  things  of  the  other  world  but  by  die  light  of  the  other  world ; 
that  is,  there  is  no  dtfcerning  fpiritual  things  but  kj  the  fight  and  S^rit  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  which  God  caufeth  to  ftune  in  the  heart;  which  light 
fearcheth  the  heart,  and  trieth  the  reins,  and  difcovereth  the  moft  hidden 
things  there. 

Object.  But  the  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things^  and  Satan  can  transform 
bimfelfinto  the  likenefs  of  an  angel  of  light ;  fi  that  hejbines  hnvardhf  too  by 
bis  feigned  appearances :  bow  then  mt^  I  know  the  Jhinings  of  the  true  Kgbt  if 
Cbrifis  Spirit  in  my  hearty  from  his  falfe  Jhinings  and  transformings^   - 

Anfw.  God  hath  a  witncfs  in  mens  confciences :  For  as  God  hath  not 
left  himfelf  without  witnefs  outwardly,  but  all  his  works  teftify  of  him 
(his  works  pf  goodnefs,  love,  mercy,  power,  &f^.  trflify  of  his  goodncfs, 
love,  mercy,  power,  6?r.);  fo  he  hath  not  left  himfelf  without  witnefs  in- 
wardly ;  but  there  is  fomewhat  in  men  to  teflify  of  God,  arid  for  God,  and 
againft  his  enemy,  and  all  deceitful  appearances-;  which  witneis  always 
Ipeaketh  faithfully,  and  teftifieth  truth. 

Therefore  he  that  cometh  to  difccrn  that,  and  nnind  riiat,  (hall  find  that 
near  him  which  will  always  witneis  for  God  upon  every  occafion^  and  againft 
all  the  appearances  and  devices  of  the  enemy. 

Now  no  man  can  come  to  difcern  or  dronguifh  in  cafes  of  this  nature, 
but  as  that  wTiich  is  of  Gqd,  an(I  for  God,  gives  the  judgownt  in  him;^ 
tind  he  that  judgeth  thus  fhaH  never  judge .  according  to  die  ihcws  and  api 
pearances  of  things,  but  fasSX  -fHll  judfge  the  true  and  righteous  judgment. 

Ddd2  Ql?e(L 
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Queft-  9-  tFbnt  is  the  nature  and  properties  of  the  light  ofCbriJPs  Spirit ; 
and  what  will  it  do  in  the  hearts-  of  tbofe  that  turn  to  it^  receive  it^  and  walk 
initf       •     _ 

Anfw.  It  hath  a  moft  excellent  nature  and  properties,,  and  it  will  work 
wonderfully  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  that  receive  it,  and  walk  in  it  towards 
the  redeeming  and  faving  them  from  fin,  aml.the  powers  of  darknefs:  fo 
that  following  this  light,  and  abiding  and  walking  in  it,  they  cannot  be 
overcome  by  the  enemy  of  their  fouls  \  but  muft  needs  conquer  and  over** 
come  him.     To  inftance  in^  fom^ : 

Firft,  It  hath  an  enlightening  or  manifefting  property.  It  will  difcovcr 
all  that  is  of  God,,  and  Ukcwife  all  that  is  againft:  him.  It  will  difcover  the 
very,  myftery  of  death,  and  the  moft  fubtil  workings  of  the  enemy  ia  the 
myftery  of  darknels,  and  deceivablenefs  of  unrighteoufnels.  And  it  will 
diJcover  x\ift  myftery  of  life,,  and  the  myftery  of  the  way  of  holineis*  So 
that  i]ot  only  the  precepts  of  hdinefs,  but  the  way  of  die  precepts,  the 
way  of  obeying  the  holy  wiU  and  Spirit  of  God  in  every  thing,  is  here 
learned.     .  -       .         -  ' 

Secondly,  It  hatb  an  awakening  property.  This  light  will  not  let  a  mto 
ikep  in  fin, -or  grow  heavy  and  dull  (if  he  hearken  to  it);  but  it  awakens 
bim<  that  deeps  \,  and  whoever  is  truly  awakened  at  any  time,  is  awakened 
by  thisUgl^v^by'^^e  ihining  thereof  in  his  hearty  by  the  manifeftation  of 
God  to  his  (pint  by  it.  This  teftimony  Paul  gives^  Ephef  y.  13,  14* 
Whatfoever>  doth  make  manifefi  is  light.  Wherefore  he  faith,  Jtwake^  thou 
tbatJkepeJlySiC^^ 

Tliirdly,  It  hath  a  quickening  property.  For  it  is  the  light  of  life^  the 
,  light  of  Chrifl^»  Spirit,  which  is  Uving  and  powerful ;  and  it  hadi  life  and 
power  in  it,  and  quickenethand  raifeth  the  man  to  whom  it  reacheth,  an4 
giveth  him  ability  to  arife  from  the  dead 

Fourthly,  It  hath  a  cleanfing,  a  faoAifying,  a  pudfying  property.  Oh ! 
how  clean  it  makes  within !  The  light  is  pure,  and  it  maketh,  pure.  All 
the  defilement  and  corcuption  is  in  the  darknefs.;  none  of  it  is  id  the  light; 
but  the  light  piurgeth  it  away„  where  it  findeth  entertainment..' 

Fifthly,  It  hath  aa  uniting  and.  feparating,  prc^rty.  It  unites  to  God ; 
it  unites  to  that  which  is  pure ;  and  it  ieparates  frpm  fin,  Satan,  darknefs, 
and  whatever  is  impure. 

Sixthly,  It  hath  a  preferving  nature  and  property.  It  {Mreferves  the  man 
in  whom  it  dwells  >  and  wheie  it  hath  jpower,  and  rules,  it  keeps  out  the 
darknefs ;  fo  that  darknefs  cannot  break  in  where  it  hath  place,  and  is  kept 
to :  nor  can  the  mind  break  outi  from  the  Lord,  which  keeps  in  the  fente, 
favour,  and  fimfonina  of  the  li^ht  of  his  Spirit 

Indeed  time  would  fail  me,  to  fpeak  of  the  excellent  nature,  virtues,  and 
properties  thereof;  hut  come,  tme^  and  fee  how  fweet  the  light  is,  and 
what  a  pleafant  thipg^  it  is  to  behcdd  the  fhinings  of  this  Sun. 
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Qtieft.  10.  D9th  God  viJU  aU  m$n  mtb  this  ligbtT 
Anfw.  Yes  ^  as  God  loveth  all  men,  and  would  have  all  men  {aved,  ^o  he 
vifiteth  all  men  (more  or  kfs)  with  that  which  is  able  to  difcorer  the  dark- 
nefs.  to  them,  and  to  fave  them  therefrom. 
Queft.  1 1.  What  is  the  reafm  tbtn  that  all  men  are  notfaved  hy  it  ? 
Anfw.  Becaufe  they  do  not  receive  it,  and  join  to  it  againft  the  darknels ; 
but  join  to  the  darknefsy  and  hearken  to  the  wifdom  and  reafonings  thereof, 
againft  the  appearances  and  difcoveries  of  the  light. 
Queft.  12.  How  comes  it  that  men  do  fo? 

Anfw.  From  their  love  to  the  darknefs  aqd  to  the  deeds  of  darknels  % 
which  they  know  they  Ihould  not  love,  becaufe  they  have  fomewhat  near 
them,  which  often  (hews  them  the  evil,  both  of  the  darknels  that  is  in  them, 
and  c^  the  deeds  that  come  from  it.  So  that  this  is  the  condemnation,  that 
men  love  the  darknefs,  cleave  to  the  darknefs,  and  follow  the  darknefs ;  but 
hate  the  light,  and  turn  from  the  light,  which  in  jthe  love  and  mercy  of  God 
follows  them,  to  bring  them  out  of  love  with  the  darknefs,  and  to  bring 
them  into  the  fenfe  of,  and  fellowlhip  with  him  in  the  light. 

Queft.  13.  How  comefome  to  love  the  Ugbtf 

Jnfw.  God  afibrds  a  capacity  therein  to  allt  and  God  is  Love ;  and  from 
the  Sowings  of  his  love,  and  aboundmgs  of  his  mercy  to  all,  are  men  be- 
gotten to  him ;  and  the  obedient  are  kept  by  him  in  fubjedion  to  that^ 
which  many  refitting  the  ftrivings  of  his  Spirit  with  them,  are  finally  given 
up  to  hardnefe  of  heart,  who  turn  from  and  hate  the  light.  So  that  to 
God  and  his  grace  is  to  be  attributed  the  ialvadon  of  all  that  are  laved ; 
and  to  man,  his  awn  deftrudion  and  perifliing  from  the.  way  of  life,  not? 
withftanding  the  tender  vifitations  of  God,  to  recover  and  reconcile  man  to 
himfelf,  through  the  blood  of  his  Son. 

Queft.  14.  Againfi  whom  do  they  rebetj  tbat  rebel  againft  t be  ligbt  ? 

Anfw.  They  rebel  againft  Chrift,  from  whom  the  light  comes ;  and  will 
Chrift  fave  fuch  as  rebel  againft  him  ?  Oh  I  that  men  did  aright  coiifider 
this  thing!  for  it  is  a  greater  matter  to  know,  and  be  fubjeft  to  the 
light  of  Chrift's  Spirit,  as  it  ihines  from  him  in  the  heart,  than  men  are 
aware  of.  Now  that  which  difcovers  the  hidden  things  of  darknefs  in  the 
heart,  and  reproves  for  it,  is  the  light  of  Chrift*s  Spirit,  and  not  another. 
Oh !  that  all  that  defire  to  know  what  and  where  the  true  Ujght  is,,  did  un- 
derftand  io  I 

Queft.  15.  Wbat  do  tbg  mfs  of^  wbo  do  not  know  nor  beed  tbe  Ugbt  of 
Cbr^.s  Spirit^  nor  mind  tbe  reproofs  tbereofin  tbeir  bcarts^  but  look  on  it  dsinr 
ferior  in  kind  and  nature  to ,wbat  it  is? 

Anjw.  They  mifs  of  many  great  and  precious  privileges,  which  they  that 
know  it  and  have  received  it,  and  fo  walk  in.it,  and. arc  fubjcd.to  it,  do  cxj 
perience  and  are  acquainted  with. 

Firfl,  They  mils  of  knowing  the  ways  of  it :  for  in  this  light  there  are 
or  paths  of  holinels,  paths  of  life,  paths  of  righteoufnefs,  paths  of 
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peace,  paths  of  joy,  paths  of  refreflinient  and  conibktton,  ^v^herein  afl 
thefe  things  are  ddljr  met  with  by  tb<^  that  walk  there ;  which  they  th^t 
know  not  the  Ught  (or  rebd  againft  the  light)  are  not  itc^usuiited  widi.  See 
Job  xxiv.  13. 

Secondly,  They  mifs  of  the  lighting  of  tbeir  candle  by  it :  for  God  l^hts 
his  candle  in  the  heart  by  this  light,  and  by  no  other  thing;  fi>  diat  in  this 
his  light,  they  ti^ofe  candle  is  lighted  by  him,  fee  light 

David  had  experience  of  this,  and  from  that  experience  fpake,  .Tbmwik 
li^bt  my  candle  %  the  Lord  nrf  God  mil  enl^bien  my  darknefSj  Pfkl.  xviu.  28. 
And  Job  had  experience  of  this  alfo,  as  thofe  words  6f  his  plainly  fignify, 
Job  xxix.  2,  ^c.  where  he  faith,  Ob!  that  I  were  as  in  the  days  paft^  when 
bis  candle  finned  upon  my  bead^  and  by  bis  light  f  walked  tbrtmgh  Jarknefs. 
And  all  the  children  of  God,  who  in  this  day  wait  for  the  fliinings.  of  tlie 
light  of  his  Spirit  in  their  hearts,  and  are  ibbjed  to  him  therein,  they  expe- 
rience the: fame,  and  know  the  Word  c^  life  (which  is  nigh  in  the  mouth 
and  heart)  to  be  a  lantbom  tothefeety  and  a  light  to  the  paths^  of  the  lowed 
.  and  meaneft  here. 

Thirdly,  They  mife  of  the  fending  forth,  or  rerelation  of  tbstt  from  God, 
which  leads  to  his  holy  h31  and  to  his  tabernacles,  which  David  experienced 
and  defired  more  of,  Pfal.  xliii.  3.  For,  wbofiyali  dwell  in  God^s  bofy  bill^  or 
abide  in  his  tabernacle?  P&L  xv.  i.  He  that  waUteth  teprigbthfy  and  worhetb 
rigbteoufne/Sy  and  Jpeaketh^  the  truth  in  his  hearty  &c.  he  Jball  never  he  moved^ 
ver.  2.  to  the  end^  and  Ifai.  ^ocxxiii.  15,  &c.  But  how  fbsSk  any  come 
.  thither  ?  Surely  by  God's  Ught  and  truth  fent  forth  from  his  Spirit  into 
their  fpirits.  This  is  the  way  of  afcendhig  thither  in  aH  ages  and  ge- 
nerations. 

Fourthly,  They  flight  that  meafure  of  light  given  them,  and  de^ife  the 
day  of  fmall  things,  and  therefore  mi6  of  the  pouring  forth  of  God's  Spirit 
.  upon  them,  which  is  plentifully  poured  forth  upon  the  fbns  and  daughters 
of  the  fpirittial  and  heavenly  Jferufalem,  in  this  day  of  God's  vifiting  the 
earth  again  after  the  apoftafy ;  blefled  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  \  And  how 
comes  it  to  be  poured  forth  upon  them  ?  How  comes  wifdom  to  pour  out 
.  her  foirit  unto  them  ?  Why ;  they  faearicen  to  her  reproofe,  turning  thereat, 
and  forfaking  that  which  they  are  reproved  /or,  and  fo  come  into  wifilom^s 
fear;  and  then  wifiiotn  opens  her  fecrets,  and  pours  dut  her  foirit,  and 
makes  known  her  words  to  thofe  that  are  fubjed  to  her  reprgofs  and  learn  her 
fear,  which  is  the  feat  of  the  ^JewtSovenant.  Sec  Pfw.  !•  23.  He  that  re- 
ceiveth  dit  convincer  of  fin,  and  foHoweth  his  leadings,  out  of  the  fins  he 
is  convinced  of  (and  into  the  paths  of  righteoufiieft  and  hofineis,  into  wHidi 
he  is  the  leader)  cannot  mHs  of  the  Comforter,  or  of  his  comforts;  for  he 
U  one  and  the  fame  iridi  the  convincer  or  reprover. 
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%ie  Wayio  kntm^onisEleBion^  and  to  be  fully  ajfured  of  it  \  as  alfo 

concerning  EleSion  itfelf. 


DAVID  faith;  tHe  Lord  hath  fit  apart  him  that  is  godly  far  bimfe^^  Pfal. 
vr^  This  is  God's  choice.  Gold  is  the  great  potter,  who  formeth 
ytSCA^  upon  the.  whed  of  h»  power ;  fome  to  honour,  ibme  to  diflionour ; 
bus  not  before  they  weit.  Some  he  melteth  and  tendereth  for  ialvatioD) 
who  hearken  to  his  yoice ;  others  he  faardeneth  luid  gtveth  up  for  deftru£tion^ 
who  rebel  againft  his  Spirit.  Oh !  bow  fliould  aU  fear  before  him,  who 
lMi(h  power  over  them^  as  the  pottdr  over  the  day,  that  they  (hould  reve* 
cence  and  obey  him,  left  his  power  break  tbem  to  pieces ! 

Now  this  is  moft  certain :  the  holy  many  the  righteow  man,  the  godly 
man,  he  that  is  renewed  in  the  %irit  of  his  mind ;  this  is  a  veflfel  of  honour, 
fitted  and  chofen  by  Cod  unto  honour :  but  he  that  i^  corrupt,  dead,  fiidiy> 
ttdhieed,  &^  this  is  the  ve(fe}  whfc)i  God  reje^Sr  Fcm:  the  righteous  God 
Weth  righteoufnefs  for  ever,  and  the  hcSfj  God  loretii  hdinefs  for  ever  ^ 
aftd  he  that  is  holy  and  righteous>  is  <^  hiai,  and  choien  by  him :  but  all 
that  is  imholy  and  umwhteous,  is  of  another  nature  and  fpirit,  and'  fo  re- 
ceded and  caft  out  by  ms  pure  nature  and  Spirit. 

Therefore  every  one  that  would  be  accepted  of  the  Lord  and  witneis  his 

loice,  is  to  mind  that,  and  be  fub^dt  to  that,  whereby  God  fitteth  vefieb 
forhimlelf;  which  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  nature,  and  life  of  his  Son,  wherein 
every  man  is  accepted  (as  he  is  c^d  thither,  gathered  thither,  and  found 
there)  and  noi^  rgefted :  but  out  of  this  every  man  is  rejeded,  but  none 
accepted ;  for  God  is  no  refpeSer  of  perfons. 

He  carried  himfelf  equally  to  every  Jew  under  the  old  covenant;  and^ 
he  carrieth  himfelf  equally  towards  aU  who  obey  the  call  of  his  Spirit  into  ^ 
the  new  and  living  covenant ;  fo  that  the  truth  ftandeth  for  ever,  that  in 
every  nation^  tongue  and  people,  he  that  foareth.God  andworketh  righ* 
teoufnefs,  is  accepted  of  him,  and  none  elfe.    And  this  is  the  great  mercy 
and  tender  love  oi  God  to  sdl  men,  that  which  bringetb-  into  ms  fear,  and- 
teacheth  and  enaUeth  to  work  righteoufnefs,  is  near  every  man,  which  is 
the  word  of  faith,  the  word  of  life,  the  word  of  power,  the  word  ctf  recon- 
ciliation ;  fo  that  no  man  need  go  far  to  feek  out  falvation :  foe  Chrift,  the 
Saviour  and  falvation  of  God,  is  mgh  to  every  man,  in  the  light  of  that 
Holy  Spirit  of  truth  wherewith  G<rf  vifiteth  mankind,   and  wherein  he 
fpeaketh  peace  and  reconctliadon,  both  to  them  that  are  nigh,  and  to  them 
that  are  aiar  off,  as  they  hear  the  voice  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jtfus'Chiift^ 
and  learn  fubjeftion  to  it.   ' 

Give  all  diHgence  to  maki  your  caUifig  and  eleSion  fure^  fatd  the  s^ioftk  Peter, . 
a  P#r.  V.  iQ^    How  fhall  we  do  that,  may  fome  &y  ?  fny^  give  alt  dfl^emce- 
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to  add  to  your  faith  virtue^  and  to  virtue  knowledge^  and  to  knowledge  temper^ 
ancBy  and  to  temperance  patience^  and  to  patience  goMinefs^  and  to  godlinefs  ^c- 
tberh'kindnefs^  and  to  brotherly-kindnefs  love :  for'  if  tbefe  things  be  in  you  and 
abound^  ye  cannot  be  barren  in  the  knowledge  ofChrtft^  but  mujt  needs  be  fruitful* 
Well,  but  what  then  ?  What  if  they  be  iruitftal  ?  Why,  if  they  be  fruidtil, 
then  (to  be  fure)  they  are  chofen  branches ;  for  God  cads  off  none  but  diat 
which  is  dry,  barren,  dead,  and  unfruitful.  Feel  life^  Which  is  afti^e^tod 
bears  fruit,  thou  feelcft.  the  choice  of  God,  thou  atifwerdl.che  end  of  thy 
call,  &r.  and  herein  as  thou  comeft  to  fettlement  and  eftahliflimemy  thou 
wilt  find  thy  calling  and  election  made  fure  to  thee,  and  an  entrance  mini- 
fiered  to  thee  abundantly  into  the  eyerlafling  kingdotii  of  our  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour Jefus-Chriil*  For  Chrift  hath  the  key  of  the  kingdom,  and  flnmeth 
out  no.fuch  as  thefe,  but  giveth  them  further  admittance  day  by.  day*  And 
fo  by  this  means  thou  wilt  witnefs  tranflation  further  and  furtfa^,  out  of  the 
kingdom  of  darknefs  into  the  kingdom  of  God's  dear  Son,  and  an  inherit- 
ance and  pofleflion  of  life  and  glory;  in  meafure;  which  will  be  an  earneft 
to  thee  of  the  full  inheritance  in  dye  time,  and  a  feal  upon  thy  heart  unto 
the  day  of  full  redemption:  yea,  thou  mayeft  then  alto  come  to  fee  ]mw 
thou  waft  loved  and  clvofen  in  Chrift  b^ore  the  foundation  of  the  woild, 
through:  obedience  imfo,  and  fandification  of  the  Spirit,  manifefted  in  time, 
2  TheJ^,  ii«  13.  (For  known  unto  God  are  all  his  works  from  the  beginnings 
before  ever  any  of  them  were  wrought.)  If  thou  feel,  that  which  cpmeth 
forth  from  the  Lord  to  Call  and  gather  to  him,  and  to  renew  and  hnStiff^ 
and  make  fit  for 'him,  and  to  make  thee  fruitful  (^om  the  hojiy  root  and 
power  of  life)  in  that  which  is  good ;  this  is  enough  for  thee»  and  thy  ibul  is 
fafe  and  bleOed  here :  for  here  thou  knoweft  that,  and  art  in  that  blefllbd 
feed  of  promife,  into  whici)  all  that  are  gathered  and  abide,  are  blefibd  in 
and  with  it. 

Now  as  concerning  eleftion  itfelf,  obferve  this ;  that  it  is  in  Chriil,  and 
not  out  of  him.  For  it  was  the  intent  of  God  to  honour  his  Son,  even  as 
his  Son  honoured  him :  and  this  was  the  honour  which  God  gave  him^  That 
be  fiould  be  bis  falvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  that  whofoever  believed  on 
bimj  Jbould  not  perijbj  but  have  everlafting  Ufe.  That  he  (hould  be  the  way 
for  all  mankind  to  come  to  the  Father,  through  faith  in  him ;  that  as  in  Adam 
all  died,  fo  in  Cbrifl .  all  might  be  made  alive ;  and  as  ii^  Adam  all  men  were 
ibut  up  in  death  and  condemnation,  fo  the  free  gift  rt3Aig|it  come  upon  all, 
and  the  way  of  life  and  redemption  be  opened  to  all,  in  hmi. 

Mind  the  figure,  the  brazen  ferpent,  which  was  not/lifted  up  that  a 
certain  number  might  be  healed,  and  no  more ;  but  that  ev^y  one  that  was 
wounded,  every  one  that  was  fhmg  with  ferpents,  might  look  up  and 
be  healed. 

So  was  Chrift  lifted  up,  that  every  finner  that  was  ftung  with  fin  and  the 
ierpent,  might  look  up  to  the  phyfician  of  fouls,  and  receive  yirtue  and 
hewing  from  him»  according  to  that  precious  fcripture,  Look  itntg  me,  and  be 
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jFT  famdf  att  the  inds  tf  the  earth.    And  whoever  is^  a-tbtrft^  let  him  come  ^ 

and  whoever  willf  let  him  come  and  drink  of  the  water  of  life  freefy.  Yea,  God 
ftands  ready,  by  his  Holy  Spirit  and  quickening  power,  which  is  near  men, 
to  kindle  the  true  tbirft  in  them,  and  to  make  them  truly  willing.  To 
open  it  yet  further  -, 

There  is  predefUnation,  ele&ion,  calling,  juftifying,  glorifying :  predef-* 
tination  unto  hol^iefs,  eledion  in  that  which  is  holy,  calling  out  of  darknefs 
into  light,  juftifying  and  gbrifying  in  the  light,  through  the  renewing  and 
fandimation  of  the  Spirit.  AU  thefe  God  ordereth  and  manageth  accord- 
ing to  his  good  will,  and  according  as  he  hath  purpofed  in  himfelf -,  although 
he  be  not  the  decreer,  nor  audior  of  fin  or  rebellion  againft  himfelf,  which 
is  ihe  caufe  of  the  creature's  condemnation* 

Thus  all  things  are  as  prefent  with  God  before  they  were :  for  God  did 
foreknow  Adam's  fall  (though  he  was  not  therefore  the  author  of  it)  before 
it  came  to  pafs  i  and  he  foreknew  how  his  power,  and  love,  and  mercy, 
Ihould  work  towards  men  and  for  men,  in  and  through  Chrift ;  and  hoW; 
far  he  would  villt  men  therewith,  and  how  far  men  would  refifl:  and  ftrive 
againft  his  Holy  and  good  Spirit  ^  and  he  determined  how  long  his  Spirit 
fliould  ftrive  with  nadohs  and  perfons :  for  with  fome  he  would  long  wait  to 
De  gracious ;  with  others  he 'would  be  quicker  and  more  fevere,  according 
to  their  provocations. 

Now  his  love,  his  mercy,  his  power,  his  good  Spirit,  are  his  own; 
and  he  ma/  (hew  forth  the  operations  of  them  towards  men  according  to 
his  pleafure ;  and  who  may  iay  unto  him,  What  doft^  thou  ?  May  he  not 
'  do  with  his  own  what  he  pleafeth  (who  is  good  and  righteous  in  all  his  ways)  f 
and  becaufc  he  may  ihew  mercy  as  long  as  he  will,  and  harden  as  foon  as 
he  will  (as  he  fees  caufe).  May  it  not  be  trulv  faid.  That  be  hath  mercy 
m  whom  he  will  have  mercy  y  and  whom  he  willj  he  hardenetb  ?  But  that  he 
hardeneth  any,  without. firft  giving  ^em  a  day  of  mercy  and  ^fitations  of 
mercy,  following  them  with  mercy,  and  forbearing  them  in  mercy,  and  fb 
by  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs,  forbearance,  and  long-fuBfering,  leading 
them  to  repentaoce,  that  they  might  efcape  his  wrath,  and  the  dread  of  his 

Eowerful  vengeance,  becaufe  of  fin :  I  lay,  that  God  hardens  any  before, 
e  hath  dealt  thus  with  them,  from  a  meer  will  in  himfelf,  becaufe  he  would, 
deftroy  the  moft  and  fdx  greateft^  part  of  men  \  this  the  fcriptures  no- where 
teftify  to,  but  abundantly  teftify  againft.  For  how  long  did  God  ftrive 
with  the  old  world,  even  to  have  faved  them,  whom  afterwards  he  did  de- 
ftroy  ?  And  how  did  he  ftrive  with  that  people  of  the  Jews  (yea,  and  with 
other  nations  ^Uh,  thocqgh  they  might,  teem  caft  off)  ?  As  I  live^  faith  the 
Lord  (and  he  fpeaketh  his  heart),  Idefire  not  the  death  of  the  wicked^  hut  ra^ 
ther  that  they  might  return  and  live.  I  am  not  the  deftroy er^  lam  the  Saviour ; 
and  mf  delight  is  not  to  deftreyj  hut  to  fave.  O  Ifrael!  thy  defiruHion  is  of 
thyfelfi  but  in  me  is  thy  help,  .And  no  man's  blood  will  lie  at  God's  door 
but  at  his  own. 
Vot.  II.  E  c  c  There- 
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Therefore  as  God  hath  prepared  a  Saviour,  fo  there  tij  no^  iMMt'of. 
,  love,  or  mercy,  or  powef  on  his  part,  to  draw  men  to  thie  Saviour ;  but 
this  is  the  condemnation,  that  men  harden  themfelves  againft  the  -drawings 
(^  his  Spirit,  and  againft  the  operation  of  his  holy  light  and  power,  when 
it  appeareth,  and  is  willing  to  work  in  and  upon  their  hearts.  This  is  not 
the  condemnation  of  men,  that  light  doth  not  ihine  in  their  hearts ;  but 
that  they  love  the  darknefs  more  than  the  light,  which  appears  and  fliines 
in  them,  and  is  there  witnefling  againft  and  drawing  froni  the  darknefs.  And 
fo  when  it  (hall  at  laft  be  made  manifeft,  how  light  hath  appeared  to  all 
men,  and  God's  Spirit  therein,  and  thereby  ftriven  with  all  men^  and  how 
they  have  refufed,  and  would  not  be  turned  from  their  darknefs  to  the 
light  of  the  Lord }  every  mouth  will  be  ftopped  before  him,  and  tSk  men 
that  perifh,  juftlv  condemned  for  refufing  and  neglofting  fd  great  fidvadon: 
for  the  light  of  tne  fun  of  God^s  everlafting  day,  and  the  i<»uhd  of  his  Sfmt 
of  life,  vifiting  dark  man,  reacheth  throughout  all  the  earih,  and  his  i^ce 
and  words  to  the  ends  of  the  workl. 

^me  Obfervations  ^mcermng  the  Priefthaid'of  Christ^  Jrtm  Jroird 

Pajfages  in  the  Eptjile  to  the  Hebrews, 

Ohferv.  I.  T T  r HO  is  the  apoftle  and  higlt-prieft  of  <nir  profeffidn  ?  It  i^ 
W  Jefus  Chrift^  the  Son  ^  Goa,  whom  God  hath  s^>pointed 
heir  of  all  things,  by  whom  he  made  the  worlds.;  and  who  is^  die  expreis 
image  of  his  Father^s  fubftance,  &^»    ihh.  \.  and  ebap.  iii.  i . 

Obferv.  ^.  Why  this  high-prieft  was  to  fuSbr  death  ?  which  was,  dbt  he 
might  tafte  death  for  eveiy  man,  and  io  through  fiiffbring  become  a  pcrk& 
Saviour,  or  perfect  captain  c^  falvatiohv.  to  all  the  fons  «hat  were  tXk  be 
tM'ought  by  him  to  glory,  -ebeip.  H.  9,  ip.     •    ' 

Obferv.^.  Why  1^  partioek  df  flefh  and  bkxxl  ^  one  reafon  whereof  was, 
becaufe  the  children  (^nd  that  therein  be  might  fiiew  them  an  exanaple  of 
righteoufoefs,  that  he  might  condemn  4iimletf  in  the  fiefii),  were  paitakeis 
of  flefh  and  blood ;  for  that  "was  the  vei^  ground  or  reaibn  that  he  to6k  part 
of  the  fame :  another  reafon  was  that  which  was  mentioned  before ;  that  h^ 
might  tafte  deiath,  and  thrdugh  death  deftroy  him  who  had  the  power  of 
death,  and  fo  break  open  the  prifon-doors,  and  deliver  thofe  who  were  cap- 
tives under  him,  ebap.VL  14,  1 5.  ^ 

Obferv.  4.   Why  Ik:  was  -tetapted  5  and  why  irf  all 'thingrfSt  behoved  him 

to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren  ?  which  was,  tifat  he  mgbi  bi  a  miretfti 

andfiHthful  ingb-prieft  in  things  pertaining  to  G$d^  $a  fnabe  reioneiUatkn  for  the 

fins  of  the  people.     For  his  own  fofiering  und^  tempkattcHis  (e^cn  the  ienfe 

thereof)' renders  him  mdrcifoh  tender,  fttdvful^  aadieady  to'liel^  and  fuc- 

cour  Ills  in  all  their  temptations^  chap.  ii.  17,  i8» 

Mark; 
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•  MdHc;^  Chrift  was  not  only  to  die,  and  fb  offer  up  a  facrifice  of  atone- 
ment, but  he  was  alfo  to  make  reconciliation  by  it  ever  afterwards  for  his 
childr^ii  (in  cafe  of  tranigreffion)  whenever  occafion  fliould  be.  So  faith  John, 
ff  Mff  mm  fin  J  wt  hme  a»  advocate  with  the  Father  (to  plead  for  the  forgiv* 
ing  and  blotting  out  of  the  fin) ;  and  be  is  the  propttiation  (or  reconciliation) 
for^ourfim ;  as  the  old  tranflation  renders  it,  i  John  ii.  i,  2. 

Obferi).  5.  Chrift,  our  apofUe  and  high-prieft,  is  as  ^ithiul  over  all  his 
houfe  as  Mofes  was  over  hk.  There  is  not  one  of  the  children,  not  one  of 
his  family,  hist  he  will  teach :  not  one  foul  belonging  to  him,  but  he  wiH 
fuccour,  being  tempted  \  nor  any  one,  but  he  will  be  an  advocate  and  re- 
conciliation for  (in  cafe  of  fin),  in  and  according  to  the  way  that  God  hatll 
appointed,  Hd^/iL  a. 

.  Oiferv.  6.  Who  aic  Chrift's  hoofe  J  over  whom  is  he  an  apoftle  and  higK- 
prieft  ?  It  is  over  his  own  houde ;  whofe  bbufe  are  aU  fuch  as  are  called  by 
him,  if  they  receive  and  hold  faft  that  which  gives  a  right  to  him,  and  intereft 
in  him,  chaf.  iii.  6.  and  wr.  14.  For  as  under  the  law,  the  high-priefl:  was 
prieft  (wHy  over  the  outward  Ifrael,  the  Jews  naiuratj  fo  under  tfie  gofpel^' 
Chrift  is  appointed  of  God  high-prieft  over  the  inward  Jews,  the  Jewsipirituaf. 

Ohferv.  7.  How  this  apo&^or  high-prieft  of  our  profefflon  d6th  work  in 
the  hearts  of  his  faAiily  or  houfliold  I  whidris  by  the  W^rd  of  Life,  by  the^ 
Word  of.hts  own  eternal  powec,  which  pierdeth  deep,  and  divideth  between 
foul  and  fpirit,  joints  and  marrow,  difcerning  and  judging  every  thought 
aitd*  idtem,  and  bringiitg  every  )iigh  reafoning  and  imagination  into  capti- 
yity,  that  the  heart,  foul,  mind  and  ijphit,  with  ail  the  thoughts  and  intents 
thereof,  m^y  become  fufageft  to  his  Spirit  tfnd  power,  chap.  iv.  12. 
.  Obfeirv.  8.  What  an  advantage  we  have,  by  having  fuch  an  hlgh-prieft  (a& 
was  tempted  like  us,  and  touched  with  the  fenfeof  our  infirmities)  or  comin|^ 
boklly  to  the  throne  of  graces  that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to 
help  in  time  of  need !  For  he  who  experimentally  knew  what'tSie  weakriefe  of 
our  fldh  is,  and  what  it  was  to  be  tempEed  the^rein,  and  h6w  needful  and  fealbn- 
aUe  help  from  his  Father <  then  was ;  furely  he  cannot  but  be  ready  to  give  out; 
and  muldpfy  grace  and  meity  to  his^  in  the  dme  of  their  need,  chap.  iv.  15,16. 

Obferv.  9.  How  Chrift  came  to  be  an  high-prieft  ?  which  was  not  by  liis 
own  taking  the  honour  to  himfelf,  but  by  God's  glorifying  him  with  the 
£|U  theneto*,  ri^4^.  v.  4,^  5.' 

dbferv.  10.  How  God  fitted  Chrift,  and  made  him  a  perfeft  hi^-pricft  ? 
which  wtasr  by  preparing  for*  him  a  body  of  fldh,  and  exercifing  him  in  the 
days  of  his  fietti  whh  many  trials  and  temptations ;  and  at  laft  with  a  Hcter 
baptifm,  :and  cup  ^of  death,  in  which  he  felt  and  bare  the  griefs  and  forrbws 
of  his  peopfe,  and  cried  mighdly  to  his  Father,  and  was  heard  in  that  he 
feared :  and  fo  having  hhnfetf  perfeftly  learned  obedience  to  his  Father,  he 
knows  how  to^  become  the  author  of  cterrfal  fiflvation  to  all  that- obey  him. 
For  Chrift,  who  was  hcj^d  and  faved  from  death  in  his  obedience  to  his  Fa^ 
ther,  ia  appointed  to  be  tWe  lead^  and' Saviour  of  his  peopit,  to  fave  and 

£  e  e  2  redeem 
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.redeem  them  m  their  obedience  unto  him,  the  leader  i6to>  and  in  the  way 
and  paths  of  life,  chaf..  v»  7,  8,  9. 

Obferv.  1 1.  Wlierc  Chrift  mediates  for  his  people  ?  which  is  within  the  veil, 
in  the  heavenly  place,  1  n  the  holieft  of  all,  where  thi  anchor  of  our  hope  reacheth 
to  him  and  fafteneth  upon  him,  and  there  remains,  fure  and  ftedfaft;  fo  that 
we  are  ftayed  upon  him,  the  rock  of  life  and  power,  againft  alhthe  ftorms  and 
tempefts  of  rhe  powers  of  darknefe,  both  inward  and  outwardyc^&tf^.  vi.  19, 20* 

Obferv.  12.  After  what  order  Chrift  was  made  an  high-prieft ;  which  was 
after  the  order  of  Melchizedeck,  who  was  king  of  righteoufiiefs,  and  king 
of  peace,  even  after  an  holy  and  heavenly  order :  not  after  the .  order  of  the 
earthly  priefthood,  the  high-priefts  whereof  were  tak^n  from  amongft  men, 
but  after  his  order  who  was  made  mention  of;  without  father,  without  mo^ 
ther,  without  defcent  (for  who  can  declare  His  generation  ?)  without  begin* 
ning  of  days  or  end  of  life,  chap.  vii.  i,  2,  3.  and  15. 

Obferv.  13.  That  this  prieft  put  an  end  to  and  changed  the  laws  of  the 
other  earthly,  (hadowy  priefthood  of  Levi,  by  which  peifeftbn  was  not,  that 
he  might  bring  in  that  priefthood  of  his  own,  by  wliich  perfe£tion  was  to 
be,  chap.  viL  ver.  11,  &c. 

.  Obferv.  14.  How  Chrift  was  made  prieft  after  a  difierent  manner  from  the 
priefts  of  jthe  law :  for  they  were  made  prtefts  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  com- 
mandment ;  but  Chrift  was  not  made  prieft  (b,  but  after  the  power  of  an 
endlefs  life,  cbM.  viu  16.  .        . 

.  Obferv.  1 5.  That  the  work  cf  Chrift's  priefthood  continueth  until  it  be 
iinifhed ;  that,  is,  till  this  high-prieft  hath  iaved  all  whom  he  is  to  (ave^ 
which  is  thus :  as  in  all  ages  th^  Father  draweth  fouls  to  him,  fo  he  is  to 
fave  them ;  to  deftroy  their  enemies,  to  blot  out  their  fins,  to  break  down 
what  ftands  between  God  and  them,  and  fo  to  bring  them  into  the  true  one- 
ne& ;  for  God  will  never  be  re concUed  to  his  enemy  the  devil,  nor  to  man 
while  jn  union  with  him?  cbi^.  viL  24,  25. 

.  Obferv.  16.  That  thia  high-prieft  needeth  not  to  offer  many  facrifioes  to 
atohe  by,  as  the  priefts  under  the  law  needed  to  do  often :  for  he  was  a 
perfed  prieft,  and  offered  up  one  perfect,  fpodefs  facrifice;  and  is  a  propi- 
^'tiation  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world,  chap.  vii.  27,  281. 
.  Obferv.  i7.  What  fanftuary  is  Chrift  the  highnprieft  and  minifter  of? 
which  is,  01  that  fanftuary  and  true  tabernacle  whicn  the  Lord  pitcheth,  and 
not  man,  cbap.  viii.  2. 

Obferv.  1 8.  What  he  hath  to  <^r  ?  for  every  high-prieft  was  ordained  to 
offer  both  gifts  and  facrifices.  He  hath  the  heavenly  gifts  and  lacrifices  to 
offer;  even  all  the  gifts  and  fpiritual  facrifices  that  are  revived  and  brouKbt 
forth  by  him  in  the  holy  place,  even  in  his  temple  or  ijpiritual  houfe  within 
the  veil  y  he  is  to  offer  them  ^i  up  to  his  Father,  ver.  3,  &c. 

Obferv.  i^.  What  covenant  he  is  mediator  of  ?  even  a  better  covenant 
than  the  priefts  under  the  law  were  mediators  of,  which  is  eftabliihcd  upon 
better,promifes :  a covenant^wherein there b nodefe&ivends or iinperfedion, 

wherein 
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wliefm  tU'flii^eieitMiiv  be  redeemed  and  fayed  b^  \m^t  )^ho  ccmie  to  him 
in  the  drawing  of  the  Father,  and  abide  with  him*  For  in  fuch  God  will, 
put  h|s  laws  into  their  minds,  and  write  them  in  their  hearts  %  and  wiU  be 
$keir  Godi  ^imd  tbtyjball  be  his  people  ^  and  will  fo  teach  them,  that  they  (hall 
need  no  other  teacher ;  but  ihall  all  know  him  from  the  leail  to  the  greateft. 
For  as  men  come  into  this  covenant,  God  will  be  merciful  to  their  unrigh- 
teoufnefs,  and  their  iina.and  their  iniquities  will  he  remember  no  more^ 
veff  6.  to  the  end.  .    , 

Obferv,  20,  That  Chrift  is  not  an  high'^prieft  of  the  figures  of  things,  but  of 
the  good  things  ihemfclves  (which  came  in  the  time  of  reformation),  even 
of  the  perfeft  covenant,  the  perfect  tabernacle,  and  of  the  worfhip  and  fer-. 
vice  in  Spirit  and  truths  where  the  pc;rfe6t  refiner  (by  his  Spirit  of  judg-. 
ment  and  burning>  purifieth  the  fons  cf  Levi,  th^t  .(hey  may  ofiFer  to  God 
an  offering  in  righteaufoefs,  cbi^.  ix.  9,  10,  ii.  and  J\Iali  iii.  3. 

.  Sto  that  there  ia  a  diiFerent  ftate  witne0ed>y  the  people  of  God  in  this 
covenant,  from  what  was  witnefifed  by  the  Jews  in  the  other  covenant :  for. 
wh^t  waji  amiis  there,  is  reformed  here  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  our  God, 
in  all  thofe  that  abide  and  walk  in  tbi3  covenant  -,  who  live  in  the  Spirit  and 
walk  in  the  Spirit,  :.abd  do  not  fulfill  the  lufis  of  the  flefli,  which  grieve  and 
provoke  God*s  Holy  Spirit.  . . 

.  Qiiffrth,2j.  Haiw  Chrift  came  to  obtain  eternal  redemption  for  all  his  ? 
which  was  by  his  blood*  .  For  as  the  high-priefi:  under  the  law  entered  into 
the  lu^y;  place  of  that  ubemacle  otade  with  hands,  bv  the  blood  of  goats  and 
calve;,  laix}  fo  obtained  remifiion  for  the  fins  of  that  outward  people  the 
Jew^^  foChrift  entered  into  the  truly  holy  place,  into  the  greater  and  more 
perfed  tabernacle,  and  there  by  his  blood  obtained  remUfion  for  all  that 
ihOfild  receive  repentance  from  him,,  and  believe  in  him,  ver.  11,  12. 

.Obferv.  2a.  How  Chrifi:  purifieth,  pur^th,  and  f^ndifieth  the  people  with 
his  blood  ?  which  is,  by  fprinkling  it  upon  them.  For  under  the  law,  in 
th«c  outward  covenaiu,  the  unclean  i(^ere  fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  the  fa- 
crifioe,  that  tbey  might  be  fandtified  to.  tjbe  purifying  of  the  flefh ;  and  under 
the  gofpel,  in  this  inward  covenant,  believers  are.j|pici(ikkd  with  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb,  that  their  confciences  might  be  piirged  from  dead  works  to 
ferve  the  living  God,,  as  hiscleanfed,  holy,  renewed  people,  ver,  13,  i4# 

Obferv.  23,  For  what  caufe  Chrifi:  was  mediatpr  of  the  New  Tefhament  ? 
which  was,  that  by  means  of  death  for  the  redemption  of  the  tran^refibrs 
ynder  the  firft  Teftament,  they  which  are  called  might  receive  the  promifc  of 
eternal  inheritance,  ver.  1 5.  For  God  hath  made  Chrift  a  propitiation  for 
all  men,  bodi  Jews  and  Gentiles,  that  through  faith  in  his  blood,  his  righ- 
teoufnefi  might  be  declared  for  the  remiffion  of  fins  that  are  pail,  through 
the  forbearance  of  God,  that  he  might  be  juft,  and  a  juftifier  of  him  who  is  of 
the  faith  of  Jefus,  Rim.  iii.  1 5,  1 6.  So  that  they  that  were  under  the  firft  co* 
venant,  hearkening  unto  him,  and  believing  in  him,  were  juftified  from  all 
^ngs,  from  which  they  could  not  be  juftified  by  the  law  of  Mofes,  A^s  xiii.  39. 

Obferv^ 
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Obferd;  i^.  Ttte  iicceffityi  of  Chrift'b  4eatl^  iiirhich  was^  becaufe  iMiras t^ 
make  way  byhis  own  blood  ihco  the  holibfty  to  appear  before'  God  io»  us-^ 
and  to  ^rkikle  the  tieafenly  >  thinas  with^he  bkod  of  a  facrifice,  of  aik 
higher  and  better  nature  than  the  blood  of  bulls  and  goau  was;  ibr  tkar 
was  the  bkx)d  of  the  cove/laint,  which  was:to  pafs  away;  but  he  was  to^fprio- 
kle  his  with  the  blood'  of  the  evediafting  covenant 9  dfid  by  this  his  deadi 
and  blood  (iprinkled  upon  the  heai^of  his)  his  covenant -xroaoes  to  be  of 
force,  ver,  16.  to  25.  ^nd  chap,  xiii.  20,  21.  ..  .  .- 

Vijenv.  251  iThat  this  high*prie|t -^d -notroftfeiroSa^fiurrifices,  to  put 
away  (in^  as  the  priefts  of  the  law  did^  >bfccabfe  this  one  offering  is  fufficient, 
and  the  bkx)d  thereof*  ^inkled  upon  the  confcience^  is  able  to  pur^  awaf 
dead  works,  wherev.er  it  is  fprinkled;  Xhcrt  needctK  doc  any  other  o§er^ 
ing,  nor  ^any -other  Mood  t^  do  it;  butaU  tlMt  is  now  ftirtfaer  needed,  or  to 
be  expefted  by  bis^  m  hisiuppearingrthe  focoffd  tiBBC,  mfhoac  fln»:«iito  (al- 
VBtion,  in  the^te^vdrcue,  power,  and  life  of  his  owttSpiritj  t;«r.  25.  to 
the  end.  .  .    ;        . : 

Ohferv.  26.  What  it  was^  that  was  die  thing  of  great  ^ue  with  the  Fa- 
flier,  in  Chrift  giving  up  lumfelf  to  dea^hi^  Itwab  iii^ob^ieiioe.  He  did 
obey  his  Father  in  afi  things^  not  doing 'his  own  wiUl,  but  the  w^  of  him 
that  fent  him.  He  was  oiedienf  to  deathj  even  the.  death  ef^  the  crofs:  wtkd  to, 
as  by  one  man^s  ^febedience,  death  dune  upon  all ;  fo  b^  the  obedience  of 
dney  the^&ee  gift  came  upon  all,  whiich  free  gift  is  uma  hfe ;  for  life  eomes 
tibon  att  that.come  tQ  1]^  Md  bdfeye  ia  him,  thmu^  tbeifk^g^, 
which  is  finely  tended  to^  and  conie  upon  all ;  chap.  x.  7.  Rim.  v.  i  S,  19.  - 

Oifervi  [^f.-  That  God  took  away  facrHices,  and  bumtK)ferings,  «rfiiek 
wete  appJoinied  by  the<M  covenant,  that  he  might  eftabliih  this 
among  HI  His  ehild#€ilJ^  Chrift  led  the  way,  and  idl  at\e  to  follow 
in  the  new  obe^ence,  and  to  walk  in  s«wne&  of  Spirit  before  die  liord, 
veri  g\\  *  •  >  .r  ....  .  .     .  *; 

Obfertr.  2i.  That  we  aVe  fan&ified  by  the  fame  will,  by  which  Chrift  was 
ianajfied,  01^  faniStiiieth  .hmifelf.  In-  fiobjeaion  to  the  fame  wfll,  which  the 
iitfkd  obeyed  (evnen  in  dtnylng  themfidves,  taking  up  the  oofs  to  theitfoWn 
^k,  and  fobmitting  fi^  God's)  are  the  members  fandified.  The  Spirit  of 
God  works  them  itit6  ;holhte&  by  rbis-  will  of  God,  and  t4uou£^  the  ofiering 
^  of  the  body  of  Jeftis  Chnft  once,  v^.  1^  John  xvii.  19. 

So  niark  f  there  is  'th€f  will  of  God,  the  offering  up  the  body  of  Jefus^ 
the  pouring  out  the  Spirit  of  grace,  the  new  covenant,  and  faid^  in  Ghnftj 
&c..  All  thefe  tend  to-work  out  one  and  the  fame  thing,  and  they  all  con^ 
cur  thereto,  in  their  federal  orders  and  places* 

Ohferv,  29.  That  as  this  high-prieft  lan&ifies  men,  ib  he  perfe6te  them  $ 
and  when  they  are  fully  ftnAified,  dien  (bey  ave  fbr-^ever  pertedsd ;  but  dU 
then,  Chrift;  the  high-prieft  of  our  profeffion,  hath  ibmewhat  to  do  upon 
them  towards  the  pei'fe&ti^g  of  them,  that  he  may  preient  them  fpotlefe, 
and  bl^nielcfe  to  his  father,  wr.  14,-15. 

Oiferv. 
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Otfervi,  ja  How  the  apofflc  proves,  Thu  iy  this  Me  efferitigy  Ghrifi  iak 
ffiT-ever  pirfeSed  them  that  are  fanSified.  He  proves  k  thus :  by  this  offer- 
ing the  covenant  is  eftabliflied,  wherein  is  the  putting  and  writiog  God's  law 
in  the  heart  and  mind,  the  rem]0i6n  oS  fins. 

So,  come  into  this  covenant,  come  undcf  this  high^prieft  j  there  is  no 
more  remembering  of  fm  th'ere,  but  perfed:  forgiveness  through  this  one 
ofiSbring,  and  fo  no  more  need  of  any  more  facrificing  or  oflferiag  for  fins  to 
fuch,  vir.  15. — 19.  For  be  Jhall  fprinkk  many  nations  imib  the.  hlooi  4f 
tbis  me  offeringy  Fa.  liL  15. 

Obferv.  31.  The  great  privilege  of  thofe^  whft  do  indeed  believe  in 
Chrift,  and  are  fprinkled  with  the  blood,  and  how  they  are  to  improve  and 
make  ufe  of  diat  privilege. 

Firft,  They  have  liberty,  confidence,  or  boldnefi,  to  enter  into  the  holieft 
by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  verJ  19.  What  is  more  holy  than  God's  Spirit  ?  Is 
not  that  the  moft  holy  f^e  ?  Whf ,  there  they  are  to  worlh^ ;  for  they  that 
worihip  the  Father  in  the  new  covenant,  or  according  to  the  new  covenant, 
muft  worfhip  him  in  the  Spirit,  and  m  die  truth ;  yea,  and  mufl:  alfo.  live 
in  the  Spirit,  and  walk  in  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  ptlace  of  eVerlafiulig  reft^ 
Md  tana  of  the  living. 

Secondly,  Take  notice  how  they  come  into  the  holieft,  which  is  by  the 
new  and  living  way^'  which  Chrift  hath  prepared,  or  confecrated  through 
his  flefi],  ver.  20. 

,  ~  Thirdly^  They  have  an  high-prieft  there  over  das  houfe  of  God,  who  ap*> 
pears  before  God  in  the  holieft,  and  ftands  ready  there  to  |)erform  all.  the 
oAces  of  prieft*ho6d  for  his  hooftold,  "urr.  21. 

.  Fourthly,  There  is  an  <Mxlerly  way  of  drawing  nigh  to  God,  and  w6r- 
ihippLng  him  in  the  holieft  ?  There  is-  a  certain  manner,  after  which  be- 
lievers are  to  approach^  and*  draw  ntgh  to  God :  which  is ;  i  •  With  a  true 
heart.  2.  In  niUne^  of  j&ith,  or  in  fiill  afiurancectf  fidtfa ;  not  waveringjy, 
bat  as  tliofe  that  are  called  of  God,  and  fhall  be  helped  by  him,  and  ac- 
cepted of  him  through  their  h%h-prieft.  3^  In  purity  of  conftiehce  and 
converfation,  having  their  hearts'  fprinkled  from  an  evil  confdonce,  and 
their  bodies  wafiied  with  pure  water,  ver.  22,  23.  and  PfaL  xxvi.  6,  Chrifi 
came  by  water  and  bhod^  fo  here  is  both  the  water  and  the  blood,  accord- 
ing to  the  figures  thereof,  under  the  law. 

Obferv.  32.  Whither  they  came  iti  the  apoftles  days,  who  knew  Chrift  *as 
their  high-prieft -and  mediator,  and  who  p^ook  of  the  blood  of  IpriiikBhg  ? 
They  came  to  Iptritual  Mount  Sion,  and  to  the  cky  of  the  living  God,  the 
heavenly  JcrufaJem,  Heb.  laL  22. 

Obferve  likewife  where  they  walked,  who  felt  the.virtoc  of.Chrift's. 
blood  cleanfing  them ;  which  was  in  the  ligbt^  as  God  is  in  tbe  ligbty  1  John 

i    fr  -  ''•..*  1 

Now,  what  light  is  thatwHch  the  redeemed  are  to  walk  i«?  Is  it  not  the 
light  of.  the  La^!s  dty,  the  ncW  Jemifileoo  ?.  Is  it.  not  .the  light  tb^ea&. 

)   .  '  that 
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that  the  nations  of  them  that  are  faved  muft  walk  in  ?  Re^.  x». ,  24.  Tai, 
this  Hghc,  this  city,  and  the  holy  waters  of  the  fan&uary,  whidi  flow  and 
ftream  from  the  river  of  life,  there,  were  in  meafure  known  and'experienccd 
in  the  days  of  old,  which  David  prayed  for,  and  experienced  a  fenfe  ofi 
PfaL  jXixu  3*  and  xlvi.  4.  Yea,  he  knew  dbfo  the  blood  of  the  everlifting 
covenant,  praying  and  waiting  to  be  fprinkledand  cleanfed  therewith,  PfiU. 
Vl.  6.  For  he  looked  through  the  outward,  figure,  to  what  his  ibal 
needed  to  purge  and  waih  it  inwardly;  which  outward  hyfibp,  or  outwaid 
water  of  purification,  he  knew  would  pot  do ;  for  he  that  faw  through  the 
outward  £icrifices,  to  the  inward,  could  not  chufe  but  fee  through  diefe 
alfo. 

But  that  power,  virtue,  and  life  of  God*s  Spirit,  which "  could  create  a 
clean  l^edtt^  and  renew  a  right  fpirit  in  tnm^  and  bring  him  into  God's  pre- 
fence,  where  he  might  feel  the  uphoklings  of  his  free  Spirit,  and  partake 
of  die  joy  of  God's  falvation  and  deliverance  from  that  which  had  defiled 
him ';  this  was  it  he  prayed  for ;  knowing  affuredly,  he  (hduld  here  meet' 
"mth  the  true  hyfibp,  and  water  of  life,  and  blood  of  the  covenant,  which 
purgeth  the  heart  and  confcience  from  dead  works,  and  maketh  it  whiter 
than  the  fnow  in  God's  fight,  ver.  10,  11,  12.  For  he  that  ddighced  not 
in  facrifice,  nor  burnt^ofllerings,  neitber  could  he  delight  in  hyflop,  or  water, 
or  blood,  outward  ^r  natural  *,  but  in  that  which  melteth  the  heart,  and 
purifieth  the  confcience,  from  that  which  is  dead  and  unclean,  in  that  is 
God's  delight ;  and  id  that  which  is  melted,  broken,  and  purified  by  it, 
ver.  r6,  xy. 

Obfiro.  Lafijy,  That  there  is  a  fin  unto  death,  a  kind  of  finning  fi>r 
which  there  is  no  facrifice  (but  a  certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment 
and  fiery  indignation,  to  defiroy  and  devour  the  adverfaries,  ver.  26,  27.)> 
which  is  a  wilful  defpifing  this  covenant ;  which  he  that  doth,  muft  die 
without  mercy ;  as  he  that  ^defpifed  Mofes's  law  did,  ver.  28,  29.  For  the 
Lord  will  revenge  this  fin,  wnerelbever  he  finds  it ;  and  fuch  ihidl  know, 
that  it  is  a  fearpd  thing  to  fall  into  the  bands  of  the  livif^  Godj  wtmi  he 
comes  to  judge  them,  ver.  30,  31, 

XVIIL 

j1  brief  Relation  qf  the  Efiate  or  Condition  the  Lord  found  many  of  us 
inf  when  be  came,  to  vyk  us,  and  make  known  to  us  the  bleffed  M^ 
ni/hation  of  bis  Spirit  and  Power ^  and  of  fame  of  bis  Dealings  witb 
Wf  in  injirudting  and  nurturing  us  up  therein  %  witb  a  few  Words 
of  Exhortation. 

THERE  are  chambers  of  imagery  in  many  people ;  and  ftrong-hoHs, 
and  reafimings,  and  imaginations,  and  high  dioughts,  exalted  above 
the  pure  feed  and  meafure  of  &  m  their  hearts.  ^  For  every  true  Chriffian, 

every 
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everf  .  true  believer,  hath  received  fomewhat  of  Chrift^s  Spirit,  fome  pro- 
portion of  grace  and  truth  from  the  fullnefs  of  Chrift,  which  is  aa  leaven 

.  and  fait,  to  leaven  the  heart,  and  feafon  the  mind  and  fpint  with. 

But  all  do  not  diftinftly  know  this,  nor  are  all  that  do  know  it'fubjeft 
to  it  \  fo  that  this  doth  not  lead,  and  command,  and  rule  in  all  •,  but  there 
is  fomewhat  which  holds  captive,  and  the  enemy  c^  the  foul  hath  the  rule 
and  dominion  in  many  mens  fpirits,  profeiBng  godlinefi ;  whereby  the  feed 
is  kept  under  in  them,  and  their  fouls  kept  bade  from  that  redemption  and 
deliverance,  which  they  fliould  partake  <x,  in  and  with  the  feed,  ^o  many 
odk  of  the  gofpel  (and .  fpesic  great  words  of  Chrift,  and  redenrrption  by 
hiin)  who  know  not  immortality  brought  to  ligbt^  nor  the  dead  raited  by  i^ 
to  live  to  God  and  ptaife  his  name. 

Now  in  thefe  chambers  of  imagery,  in  thefe  ftrong-hold^,  tl^re  are  many 
pleafant  pi&ures,  many  images  or  the  heavenly  things,  which  men  fortn  in 
their  minds,  from  their  own  apprehendings  and  conceivings  u|)oa  thfe 
fcriptures»  For  men  reading  the  fcriptures,  not  in  the  life.  Spirit,  and 
power  which  gave  them  forth,  but  with  that  which  is  natural^  tney  coine 
not  to  the  true,  pure,  Evenly,  living  knowledge ;  but  only  obtrno  a  nah 
tural  knowledge,  according  to  which  they  believe  and  worihip;  and  fo  faU 
down  before,  and  according  to,  the  apprehenlions  and  im^^tions  of  then: 
own  minds^  and  foone  believes  arpdworuiips  one  way,  and  another  believes  and 
worihips  another  way.  And  truly,  here  men  wormip  they  know  not  what  ;c 
but  they  thai: arethe  true  Jews,  know  what  they  wdr(hip;  for  falvation  is 
of  the  true  Jews,  who  worfhip  neither  at  ;his  mountain,  nor  at  the  other 
mountain  $  but  only  in'  Spirit,  and  in  truth,  even  in  the  life  and  power  df 
our  Lord  J^fos  Chrift. 

.  .  Thus  it  is  with  all  men  in  their  feveral  profeflions  of  religion  in  the  dark- 
nefs,  in  the  apoftafy  from  the  true  life  and  power,  which  all  forts  have 
erred  and  waiulered  feom,  but  few  have  returned  to.  Ah !  few  have  found 
.  the  pearl  of  price,  which  hath  been  long  k^;  but  have  contented  them- 
felves  with  a  liieral  relation  and  knowledge  concerning  the  pearl,  without 
knowing  and  poflfefling  the  pearl  itfelf.  Yea,  indeed,  this  was  the  ftate  of 
darknefs  the  LcMrd  found  us  aU  in,  when  he  came  to  vi6t  us ;  for  the  ftrong 
man  armed  had  his  ftrong-holds  in  us,  whereby  he  held  us  in  the  bands 
of  death,  and  kept  us  captive,  and  free  from  that  righteous  life  and  power 
which  we  thirfied  after.  But  when  the  ftmnfger  than  he  came,  he  battered  his 
llrength,  he  aflaulted  and  took  his  ftrong-hokH ;  he  brake  all  his  reafon- 
-ings,  knowledge,  wifdom,  and  fubtilty,  wherein  he  trufted,  and  madelpoil 
of  his  goods,  and  deliver^  the  captives  from  under  his  hand. 

For,  indeed,  when  the  mighty  day  of  the  Lord  came  upon  us,  and  his 

pure  heavenly  li^ht  ihone  in  our  hearts,  God  fearched  Jerulalem  as  with 

\  candles,  difcovermg  the  moft  hidden  things  of  £fau's  nature  inwardly ;  and 

then  all  the  knowledge  and  wifdom,  all  the  underflanding  and  experiences, 

which  were  treafiired  up  in  us  out  of  the  pure  life,  out  <»  tl)e  truth,  whidi 
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IJ^  andnabicles,  they,  were  fcHuati  46ad,  :a(\4  ^^ofickQWed  as  deadiosns^  sad 
^jc;a(^  fortli^  ?s  the  xi^afutes  of  ^Igypt.  »id  £UbyJb:)n,  and  thrown  to  ^ 
batts  and  mok^  j  :WhQ  icithff:.  jcrcep  up  and.i^qv»  an  ^jhe^aixUjrji^iuac^  .or 
f9a^ 4p^  in.tbc.c^jk  dreams  ^  .iqfiagiimtipnAjpf  .i&liSUght(sf  dadcuoisjBLnd 

,^  .ForjWjhew  ri^c  true  jljgj^t  .flyn«^i  jijt  difqQ>5e»lwtot  <he  d«f  »».  and -s^hat 
the  lught  i^;,^'j#d  jj^^dj^gs-^hlfih  rai:e  of  (the  .d^^f  .-^nd  the  :things  .^(b 

-n;l^W.wh<jnj^^§;tqrd^hrtfeagpe  Jiight  rf  his 

la  to,  £bii^e  ip  ;ys»  (a«lf)ypf^u^^^}^§k4y^^.Cf^^lf^  <>m:>^  turning  cmjt 

^^9lcs  .upon  t^^^afif heis  •,  vand  went  wj(l)iQg^  wt^/.tii^  ^Brilderaefs^  .ix>.  tra.vdl 
along  with  the  Lord,  an^  to  be  exercUi^  and  ifHtjSd-tbcQ^  ;£3P  the  good 
J|^d,  the ,  I91KI  ^of  the  ^  jre;dpcm^4)  -thp  1^  0f  the .  ftving,  jtixf  knd  3vhich 
jj^s.^ith.gijjlq^.^^  (which  is  piye:bewenly  food)*  vbtther  tiioy  difiit 

jqcynf,  ..fifld  th^  .e^^llent  vin^^  ^bjsh  bj^»  the  heav^aly^^cape^,  .of  whichis 
[t|^  ^aejofjDhp  kingdoiQ>  ^1)4  (h^  trite  -^iv^,  wjuch  fields  fiiveetiiil^  and 
ibftpips,  wVi^li^fe^jT  built  w»,  therein  are  n)fti;iyn»Rfibn3\<if:  reft. And  pure 
^ipry  V  ».nii..yweyar<is  jwhicb: .ibfiy.  plah<»d  49(«,  wherein  the  iivirig  planes 
jgrow,  ;^  /pr-mg  *Jpifl  t^  psrfenfie  of  the  Wd,  )who  ;djiplb '  aaiong  bis, 
•anid  wU«*J!ft«hfcg»"dQ[^  j«nd  fedly  pknjwiojift.  .  .  .  -  , ,  . 
;  But  theip;^^  pthers,  wl^^-Wfrb'loth  ijo.  (i^miejmt.of  .Egypt,  or  itoifiocw 
jfake '  t^e  i^}^^'  a^.  i^y .  qf  w wihip.  in  Elgypft  and  Babylon,:  j^lu>m  ^ the  efl«- 
niy  long  held  c^ptiirp  in  tholr  th^n^ghts^and  feafoiiiisgs,eand:in.:Jdie  jdifpot.- 
ings  of  their  :i|>inds.  ,    :.  •  '       —^L  /    '  •  " 

Now  th/sfe  ftkretsed  .rn^ucb, .  Jinii  felt  many  of  the  itrrices  and  dneadful 
judgments  of  the  Lord,  poured  out  upon  that  fpirit  in  them^,  rwliich  keld 
them  captivie)  ^and  upon  the{f^£@ritheir  hearJ^mngsr«ndjdihin§siiatheiub- 
til  twinings,  and  entai^iisig  isA&>^BiA%^)MA  j^gt^fttqns  ofot^tjijniiL  For 
the  enemy  ..u|eth  all  hi^  Hxeipgtb  and  iubtiky  JG^'J:he  Dtatflfi^/ztD  hold  his 
.captives  ia  fubje^tion  to  him,  afid-  w^er  his  pQwer^  as.  long2^'^arcr:.hf  oan. 
lie  keeps,  every;  hold*  he  (IreQgtbens  every  reaicniogi  aMairccy'thau^t 
and  imagtoaticyi  of  th^  mind..ag^inft*God*«  call,  rtig^unft^^t  of 

■bi^  Spirit  in.  ^th&rh$|irt.    Dojigt  go  yet  (faith .  tbfa Sbmjf'}  '^/ii^w^  if.  trnt^jit 
j^lfiin  bifmrejjb^ii  thy  Ugh^  u  mt  ^t  cUar  mmgh-^itbe\r^ci^udr  itm^^iOm 
wlficb  is  ebj^Ci^J^  fM  yt$  juify  ^nfmred.  .  fbm  int^\tQ.  iff  'dl.tl^ngs\  tut 
tkerjR  is  tkiSf^^  tlk^^  ^  the  ptkfir  ^antfidenUim^.  wbkh  Jiuu.i»^9iUye^tri€d^  §r 
Ji0ifidered,^:ffi(tfs  and  fafisffi£forify*o  thy  wmheasr^* 
:     Thus  many  pUDC.4raMi!i«ig^.Qf  xhe  Father  (on  iifhkh.thor^  mas  tight  fi^ffi- 
cient  for  the  foul  to  follow)  haY^  been  lofti  -an3:the  &dl  therejby^iiiKb.  tiff- 
ed of  the  h^nd  which  wia$:  put  forth  (in.dl^  tender  love  gf^sheiLwd)  to 
;help  and  fave  it,  .     .  ,  /  .     j      • 

L     Queft.  But  ^noe  oAy  fay  \  What  hMt  >/(  bymmd  \f:4be . Lord- mre^ ^han 
we^  or  more  fk^jtye  knew  b^or.t'i  ^hen  ye ^%LsihedKjm^(mg\iu&^yJtad  :^aS^ed'ibe 
.^tdimmei^hi^ff  w  j^rf£fi&'? Ma^e  mt^e'g0adidmea»»i)jhmitbfif(riftm^? 
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Zfe  nbt  nt>B pfiOfife'th^t  Arid  is  not  the  Sfi^if  ^  God  in  the  fcrtptures?  are 
fbey  Hoi  Joined  togiihet  •,  and  fo^  having  the  feriptures^  we  have  the  Spirit  of 
God  too?.      !  *      '  ' 

Anfw.  \V\%  ffot  in  my  heart  to  enter  into  difpute  now,  though  I  am  fenfi- 
blc  of-  tRfc  darfiAefs  from  whence  this  objedtion  arifeth :  and  oh !  that  it 
were  removed  from  their  hearts  in  whom  it  is ;  for  truly,  we  ourfelves  were" 
dncc  there;  and  when  we  were  there,  we- knew  not  the  fcriptures  aright,  as 
we  ought  to  know,  nor  the  power  o£  God !  But  to  anfwer  plainly  and  di-- 
reftly  to  the  thing  itfelf : 

Tliere  are  tbi^ee  things  I  fliall  mention  (belidcs  many  others,  which  might 
be  mentioned)  which  the  Lord  hath  taught  us,  fince  his  Spirit  and  power 
hath  appeared  to  us,  and  led  us  out  bf  the  darkncfs,  towards,  and  into, 
the  land  of  light;  which  are  theft.  He  hath  taught  us  to  believe,  he  hath 
taught  us  to  obey^  and  he  hath  taught  us  to  pray  to  him  in  the  name  of 
his  Soil. 

Objeft.  Why^\  did  ye  never  katn  tbefe  before  ? 

Anfw,  No,  not  fo  as  the  Lord  hath  now  taught  us.  There  was  indeed. 
fome  true  faitih  from  the  true  feed  in  us,  and  fome  true  obedience^  and 
fome  pure  breathinjgs  to  the  Father,  in  the  days  of  our  former  pipfeflion ; 
but  we  knew  riot  the  root  from  whence  they  came,  h  as  to  turn  it,  arid 
abide  in  it;  and  fo  the  holy  dcfircs,  and  true  fenfe  in  us,  were  often  made 
a  prey  of,  arid  we  ftil!  in  want  and  penury  in  a  Arrange  land,  and  could  not 
enjoy  (pdflefs  or  retain)  ♦vHkt'WaS  freely  given  u&  of  our  God  and  Father 
in  ChrJft-;  but  (Hll  a  fleflily  wififom,  a  fleflily  comprchenfion,  a  .fleffily  na- 
ture, mind,  and  knowledge  (which  in  that  day  went  with  us  fbr  fpiritual,  ay 
well  as  it  doth  ic^  with  others  now),  pecked  up  6yer  it ;  and  fo  Hagar  was  in 
the  houfe,  and  would  be  miffr^fs  there,  "but  was  not  caft  out  with  her  feed. 
Gh !  ^hto  can  read,  and  trtjly  underftand  this ! .  But  when  the  Lord  turned 
us  to  the  light  of  his  Spirit,  and  by  the  light  and' power  of  his  Spirit 
brake  the  bonds  and  Chains  of  darknefs  in  us ;  then  we  tould  believe  itt 
him  who  appeatied,  and  fin  the  ftrcngth  and  virtue  received  from  him) 
we  could  obey  him,  yielding  our  members  inftruments  pf  righteoufnefs  to 
do  his  wilF;  and  in  the  Spifit  of  the  ScJh( which  we  then  received  in  the 
faith,  e^en  the  heaVenly  Spirit,  the  riiofli  cxceHeht  Spirit)  we -could  pray  to 
the  Father;  fiffr,  fighihg  afnd  groatting  before'  him,  afterwards  pouring 
out  6ur  rfcquefts  and  ftrpplfcirtfciis  to  him,  Wrflr'jghring  of  thanks. 

Qjieft.  Haw  did  the  Lord  teathyiht  to  beliete'f  Of*  what' did  be  teach  you  to 
'bilitvt  now,  fHore  thMbtfote'f  '  •        -   • 

Anfw.  It  is  vmttcn  ih^  tfh«  jJrfeffhets;  Ml  /i^  ibilSren  JhaB  be  taught  of  the 
Lord\  and  in  the  ricw  ccWtenartt  it  is  proihifed,  they  Jhall  dU  know  me,  from 
the  le^  to  the  gf^eateft. 

Now,  as  We*Weit  brought!^  the  Lbtxi  ihto  the  light  df  this  covenant. 
We  ifere  taught  thus  tbKnow  hiitt,  and  to  btffieve  in  hihi;  Arid  his  Son,  as 
thus  Aiade^khdWn.    So  that  ^  kftew  th'e^athcr  rcvraMng  Ad  Son,  and  the 
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Son  revealing  the  Father;  and  our  hearts  were  drawn  to  believe  in  both,  at 
thef  were  both  revealed  in  us,  and  to  us,  and  the .  revealing  was  in  the 
Spirit  of  bath,  in  the  fight  of  both,  in  the  life  of  both,  in  ih'e  power  of 
both  -,  which  Spirit,  which  light,  which  life,  which  power  is  one ;  io  that 
h^  that  indeed  knows  the  Son,  knows  the  Father  alfoj  an4  he.  that  indeed 
knows  the  Father,  knows  the  Son  alio. 

Very  deep  and  weighty  was  that  anfw6r  of.Chrtfl:.  to-Plylip,  when  Philip 
faid ;  jhew  us  the  Fatbefy  and  it  Jufficetb.  Hafi  thou  not  ^ftmme^  Pbiiip  ?  faid 
Cbrift.  How  is  it  that  thou  fdyefi^  Jhew  us  the  Father,  f  He  that  bath  fee\me^ 
bath  feen  the  Father  alfo.  Are  they  not  one  nature,  one  wifdom,  one 
power,  one  pure  eternal  being  ?  Can  the  one  pofllbly  be  ieen,  and  not  the 
other  ?  Though  they  may  be  diftinguidied  in  tnanifeilation,  in  the  hearts 
where  they  are  received  ;  is  it  poffible  they  Ihouldbe  divided  andfeparated 
the  one  from  the  other  ? 

Thofe  that  thus  apprehend,  plainly  manifeft,  that  they  never  received 
the  true  knowledge  of  the  Father  and  Son  \  but  havt  onhr  notions  and  ap- 
prehenfions  of  man's  wiidom  concerning  them. 

So  now  to  us  there  is  but  one  God  and  Father,  Ofvibom-MO  all  things^ 
and  we  in  him ;  and  one  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift^  by  whom  are  all  tbij^Sj,  and  we  by 
him  i  and  but  one  Spirit  and  power  of  life,  which  we  have  received  of  the 
Son  and  Father,  through  which  we  believe,  and  lay  hokl  on  the  pure  eter* 
nal  power  and  ftrength  of  the  Almighty,  which  redeems  and  faves  the 
foul ;  and  (o  believing  on  him,  who  raifed  up  our  Lbrd  Jefus  Chriit  from 
the  dead,  here  we  meet  with  juflificadon,  and  are  at  peace  with  our  God^ 
laying  hold  on  his  ftrength,  and  being  hdkl  by  it. 

And  fo  here,  in  the  new  covenant,,  under  the  teachings  of  God*s  Spirit, 
we  witnefs  that  fcripture  fulfilled  in  our  hearts,  Ifa.  xxvii.  4,  5. 

Queft.  How  did  the  Lord  teach  you  to  obey  f  Te  do  not  obey  the  ten  €om^ 
mananents  \  ye  neither  learned^  nor  teach  them :  but  all  that  ye  obey  is  all  Ugbi 
and  Jpirit  within  \  which  may  be  a  fpirit  of  ddufioUj  for  aught  we  know\  and 
we  believe  it  is  fo^  becaufe  we  do  not  find  it  agreeing  with  the  fcriptures^  nor 
you  in  the  praSHce  of  the  ordinances  of  Cbrift j  accords^  to  the  fcriptures. 

Anfw.  That  harfh  fpirit,  which  in  this  manner  objedeth,  is  not  very  fit 
nor  likely  ^o  receive  or  embrace  information,  from  the  meek  and  tender 
Spirit  of  the  Lamb ;  but  there  are  fome,  who  are  broken  and  tendered, 
and  fit  to  receive  impreffion  and  information  fnmi  the  Holy  Spirit  and  power 
of  our  God ;  and  to  them,  and  for  their  fakes,  are  my  anfwers  given  forth 
and  diredted.  So^  for  their  fakes^  I  ihall  proceed  in  plainnefs,  and  evi«. 
dence  of  truth,  anfwering,  as  die  Lord  fkall  open  my  heart. 

Truly,  the  Liord  hath  taujght  ua  obedience,  fo  as  we  never  learned  be- 
fore \  putting  his  laws  into  oiir  minds,  and  writing  them  in  our  hearts,  and 
giving  us  his  good  Spirit  to  dwell  in  us,  xo  quicken  and  help  us*  to  obey 
and  perform  his  hdy  laws.  And  thofe  two  commanditients  (on  which  the 
whole  law  and  prophets  hang)}  to  wit,  SI9  Imt  God  with  aB  our  hearts^  and 
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fu^hhkrs  as  ^urfihes^  as  taught .  by  Mofes  and  Chriil ;  yea,  the  very 
fubftance  of  the  law  written  io  tables  of  fione,  he  bath  inwardly  written 
'  in  our  hearts,  and  taught  us ,  to  obferve  and  obey ;  fo  that  we  have  ^o  other 
God  but  him,  who  brought  us  out  of  fpiritual  Eg^pt,  by  his  out-ftretched 
arm  and  holy  power,  revealed  inwardly  for  us,  as  it  was  outwardly  for  that 
people  of  the  Jews,  whom  God  redeemed  out  of  outward  Egypt. 

Indeed  before,  other  Lords  had  rule  over  us,  and  fomewhat  (till  got 
between  us  and  our  God ;  fo  that,  when  we  were  without  the  limits  of  the 
pure  power,  we  were  idolaters  in  God*s  fight,  though  we  then  knew  it  not  $ 
out  now  we  make  mention  of  the  Lord's  name  only. 

So  the  Lord  hath  taught  us  not  to  make  any  image,  or  likenefs  of  his 
appearance,  or  of  the  heavenly  things;  not  to  form  any  thing  in  our  minds 
from  the  fcriptures  •,  but  to  wait  on  God,  to  know  his  truths  revealed  in 
their  own  pure  nature. 

The  Lord  hath  likewife  taught  us  to  (anftify  his  name,  whdch  he  hatlv 
made  known  to  us,  and  not  to  take  it  in  v^;  but  to  reverence  his  holy 
power  and  Spirit,  in  every  desree  of  its  appearance  *,  for  the  name  of  our 
God  is  Hving,  and  is  only  fanrafied^  and  not  taken  in  vain,  by  thofe  that 
are  living* 

Alfo  die  Lord  hath  taught  us  to  obferve  and  keep  his  holy  fabbath, .  and 
day  of  Deft  (even  the  day  di  the  gofpel-reft,  for  that  is  the  fabbath  nQw)^ 
not  doing  our  own  works,  or  thinking  our  own  thoughts,  or  kindling  a  fire 
of  ourfelves,  on  his  holy  day ;  but  ceafing  from  our  own  willinj^  and  run-^ 
ning,  and  from  all  the  works  oi.  the  flefli ;  and  waidng  to  fed  him  work  in 
us,  both  to  mU. and J^.do. of  bis  good  pleafi^^^  works  in  the  Spirit 

(works  of  faith,  of  love,  of  mercy,  i^c.)    break .  not  the  gofpel-reft  oc 
fabbath. 

^  And  having  thus  learned  the  duties  of  the  firft  tablo  (the  Lord  having 
circumcifed  our  hearts  to  lave  the  Lord  our  God  wiib  all  our  hearts^  and 
to  exalt  him,  his  Spirit,  his  nature,  his  will,  his  name,,  his  day  in  usX 
the  duties  of  the  iecond  table  are  eafy  and  natural .  to  us,  and  wc  cannot 
but'ic^  to  others  as  we  would  be  done  unto ;  and  fo  love  and  honour  all  men 
in  the  Lord,  as  the  Lord  teacheth  us  from  the-  true  and  holy  balance^ 
Therefore,  we  cannot  killy  or  commit  adultery  or  fti^ak  or. bear  falfe  witnefs^ 
or  covet  any  tbing  tbat  is  our  neigbbpur^s. 

Then,  for  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  new-  tefiament ;  the  miniftra- 
tion  of  the  gofpel  is  a  miniflmtion  of  Spirit-and  power ;  even  of  the.  light 
of  the  everlafting  day,  which  the  true  miniftry  was  fent  to  turn  mens  mindSi 
from  the  darknefs  to. . 

And  here  we  fee  what  was  taught  and  required  before  the  apofkafy,  while 
the  church  was  in  its  firft  gbry ;  and  what  was  permitted  and  praftifed  by 
permifiion^  which  were  fuchkindof  things,  as  were  not  of  the  nature  of 
the  kingdom,  not  of  the  nature  of  the  light  of  the  gofpel-day ;  but  of  a 
fewer  nature,  of  an  outward  nature^  of  an  earthly  (elementary)  nature, 

which 


V 

4o6    Life  and  Immortality  brought  to  Lights  &c. 

which  were  to  be  (haken  in  due  time,  thtt  that  which  could  not  be  ftftkiO 
f  which  they  fignified  of,  and  rcprcfcntcd)  might  remain,  and  be  eftabt^hed 
in  the  fpiritual  and  heavenly  Jerufaiem  (which  is*  the  Jefufalem  of  the  gof- 
pel)  without  any  fuch  thing  mi  could  be  (haken ;  as  is  teftified,  HA.  Xn. 
22^  to  the  end :  and  we  undei^and  aMb  front  God's  Spirit,  and  from  the 
fcriptures  of  truth,  that  all  fuch  kind  of  things  were  part  of,  or  belong- 
ing to,  the  outward  court  \  which  was  (haken,  and  giv<n  to  the  Gentil^ 
when  God*s  Spirit  meaftired  what  he  would  haVe  abide  with  his  true,  in- 
ward, fpiritual  Jews ;  and  what  he  would  leave  to  the  profeffing  work! ; 
who  in  mind,  nature,  and  fpirit^  and  in  God's  account  aUb,  are  b^t  Gen- 
rilesr. 

Queft«  How  did  Cod  teach  you  to  pray  t  ^StO'efy  ye  never  learned  ibe  Larii 
prayer  •,  for  ye  do  not  pra&ife  that  among  you. 

A^fw.  As  God  brought  us  into  a  fenfible  condition,  fo  we  came  to  feel 
our  wants,  and  the  need  of  our  (buls,  inwardly  and  fpiritually. 

Now,  waiting  on  the  Lord  in  jhis  fenfe,  when  we  meet  mgether,  and 
when  we  are  alone  alfo^  the  Lord  breadieth  upon  us,  and  ktndleth  in  as  fer- 
vent defires  and  longings  of  foul  after  that  which  is  pure,  ud  to  be  deliver- 
ed from  that  which  is  impure ;  and  that  we  might  be  ingrafied  more  and 
more  into  CHrid: ;  and  that  judgment  and  condemnation  might  poft  upcm  ail 
that  is  not  of  God  in  us,  and  that  our  hearts  might  be  \b  unitlkl'  ti»  the 
Lord^  as  that  w«  might  fear  his  name  (titiy.  Forrwe  f^liandobferve,  Atx 
all  our  life  and  ftrength  fbws  from  the  union  of  out"  foulk  With  the  Lord; 
and  therefore,  above  all  things^  we  cry  for  that^  and  for  feparation  &om 
that  fpirit  which  cs^dvateth  into  the  things  of  the  earth,  and  in  the  earthly 
mind  and  nature. 

So  we  watch  unto  prayer,  and  watch  for  help  from  God  in  our  calling 
upon  him ;  and  are  dedply  fenfible  that  we  have  need  both  6[  watching 
and  praying  continually,  the  eneiiiy  is  fo  near,  and  the  foul's  (bares  and 
dangers  fo  many. 

And  truly^  Chrift,  our  Lord  and  mafter,  who  tawght  hi$  difciples  to  pr^y 
formerly,  hath  taught  us  alfo  to  pray  that  very  prayer ;  though  not  to  fay 
the  words  outwaitUy  in' die  will  of  men,  or  in  our  own  will  j  he  hath  tiiught 
our  hearts  to  brdikhe  after  the  fame  things,  even  that  the  name  of  bur 
heavenly  Father  might  be  hallowed  or  fanftifi^  more  and  more,  amongfsdl 
that  call.updn  hi$  name  in  truth^  and  efpecially  in  our  own  heaits  \  and  diat 
his  kingdom  mighr  come  more  and  mdre,  that  h^  might  reign  more  in 
mens  fpirits,  and  the  kingdom  of  (in  and  Satan  be  thrown  down  ;  and  that 
his  will  might  be  done,  even  in  our  earthy  as  it  is  done  in  heavenly  places, 
where  all  the  hcrfls  of  God  obey  him  \  and  that  we  might  haVfe  eve^  day  a 
proportion  of  thfe  bedi)eHfy  bready  whereby  our  fouls  may  live  to  hiM ;  aM 
convenient  food  and  provi(k)n  outward  aiib^  sfccording;as  he  fceth  good,  who 
careth  for  us.  ^ 

Now, 
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'  N0W9  as  ^e  are  kept  in  the  light,  and  watch  to  the  light  which  diftovers 
things,  we  fee  what  we  are  kept  out  of,  and  what  we  at  any  time  are  en- 
tangled  in,  and  fo  trejpafs  againfl:  the  Lord ;  and  then  we  are  taught  to  beg 
pardon,  and  to  wait  where  pardon  is  to  be  received,  through  our  advocate, 
even  as  God  hatJi  taught  us  to  forgive. 

Yet  this  doth  not  imbolden  any  of  the  little  ones  to  fin  5  but  they  pray 
thai  th^  majf  not  be  kd  (or  fall)  into  temptation  3  but  «nay  witnefs  ddiverdnce 
from  the  evil^  which  the.eneiny  watcheth  to  betray  aod  infnare  them  with* 
ilnd  tfaefe  cries  are  p^t  up  to  hiin,  who  is  re^dy  tohear,  and  who  can  ail* 
iwer  apd  fulfill  the  defuses  of  them  that  love  and  fear  him  ^  and  indeed  not 
only  fp,.  jl^ut  they  are.  alfp  put  up  in  faith,  that  in  the  way  of  Gpd  the 
I  foul  ihall  obtain  and  receive  what  it  prayeth  and  waiteth  for. 

Now,  we  witn^fe  thif«;(p  be;  /r«^.f^//fw»,  and  und^led  hsfore  Geid-y  and  we 
^re  feAfible  ;^t  the  i.ord  hath  taught  us  this,  and, is  with  us  in  our  fiiith^ 
whi^^^^eibQthsiy^.H9  5xiaour-.9^  our  prayiflg  to  him  in  the 

name  of  his  Son,,  Jjv  vour  w^tching^.i^  wr  w^opg,  in  the  filenoe  of  our 

.  X3j> !  (fhiit ye  ^ <ka4%^ur }Qp4»'  a^Jl^i^Chriil,  iii;the'fame>covenant aol 
po\y;^f..j^rlife,  w,faprflijQ  it  hath-  pfeaied  him  to  majke  hUnfelf  manifei};  to 
m^'  ^lSiijm%if».htm^\^€\  c^tpf.jypjjr.dr^MW,  come  out  of  the  night,  of 
fia~ftftJ:d^toiefa,  tjtothc.iigl«:&f  Ji^^^    :  •     ' 

.  -fip  jflW  "Oifendfed  i$hf»  I  call :  t|ijBm  [drfi^ms  of  tk^  nighty  for  they  are  ftp 
fo^j:t*j  l^ore.tteii^:  rf.  thj5  diyi;;  ,Q*f  I  Ifts  n^.  cpiweoted  with,  dreams 
concerning  God  •,  .hi(^  /drci^n^s  f»)©q^r»ing  ^Uw^ip-  with  him  aijd  the 
f^inis  ^ light  v.Miyi  di^ad^s  Qpn(:^i/3JQg.r#niifllon,  concerning  juftification^ 
concerning  peace,  concerning  fi$)^i3(;#i9D»  ccmgej'^ipg  the  help  of  God'^ 

Ah  !  friQwia^  d6^*fwn.4&  (fwyi^ifinMlirhoin  t4i^r^aj;e.?iny  tme  breatheings 
i^tAh.%l^A^:^'^i^fiQLfvm).%.<^^  Ccwr  the  livir^j.  away 
with. K^eftd; know Jfidgci  tiead.f^lV  deadjbpp^,  4^  prayers,  dead  under- 
%,^ify^M  thejfcriptpres,. d^  ftr^^jjUlgS  ^fter holjiicfs,  H^Jtuch  ye  Ihall n^ver 
obtain,  but  be  ftill  bowed  down  under  corruption,  when  at  any  time 
^rjuly^fiwififeie,  notwitiiftftndiqg  .ftll  thgfe  (truly  groaning  and  complaifung  is 
3iaar  Aj^ftiftate.^^rejficryour  pe»i:^.hfiff^'is  wrong}  ;,4nd  qome  ta feel  that 
jTftifed  :ia;you^  k;^  Wwe  retired  waiwi;  .vpw  tbe.;LQi:di  which  (L^^l  cer- 
jt^iistly  i^^in  in  yx>vi)  as  yoqr  xnind^  a^evunjte^  jta  it>  and  co^ie.  iiMcpii;b^ 
true  iEenfe  and  .fubjt^ion  under  it;  aii^!  ^ien:ye  .^iall  pj^i^ln  in  it,  afid«with 
it,  what  the.bfi^i^  f)f..iil  tte  ijiprig]^  (whether.  i^cjjpMwy,  or  9Vt  »f .  ^^ 
jftiviky>ibwatbccaftep»!'  .1  ,.  *      •    •    . 

Oh!  rfi^f<iw:e,  4m.n0t/wy M^si^x^ .flWfiiJl^e^siJfeyibft: ftt/wil-d^y^ ^ji 
jdoaeits^;;the  onefby.,  agpinft  jtjbal  Wijywrrh«a^rt%,tw^i>5h.  rpprpire?  :it*^«iufe 
^  .fin  V  «jd,]iittt^ifr  dr^w^^iia  J^a^ipjii^  riii:tf;wJi?i«fcr:is.  t»9^',  f(¥M^-,;i«'.«o 

J^..jclian.  liheupwqi^.hfi4VMiyJigbb>QJf  ^Gi^*^^P^-  ggVit*  }Wi»t}?«jr  ycv 


*  r  ,     ^      * 
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thfbugh  miftake,  mifunderilanding^  or  want  of  true  cz^erienc^  tn^^jS^^S^ 

XIX. 

doncermng .  the  Gojpel  State. 

THE  gofpel  IS  a  miniftration  of  the  new* covenant,- or  a  ipiritual  mi* 
niftracion  of  the  fubftance  of  all  that  was  ihadowed  out  under  the 
law.  There  were  many  things  under  the  law ;  *  but  in  the  gofpel,  God 
hath  gathered  all  into  -one ;  in  Chrift  there  is  but  one  feed,'  one  Spirit,  one 
life,  one  power,  -  which  -  redeenis,  ^  one  ^  circumciiion,  -  one  bapofm,  one 
faith,.  6f^ 

The  Uw  was  given  hj  ^Mofes^  -  and  the  *  miiiiftrfttion  -thereof  -  continued 
through  the  prophets,  until  'the  feed  fhould  come,  which  was  to  put  an 
end  to  the  law,  and  the  nghteoufnels  thereof  (as  in  theiettcr)- and*  bring  in 
the  fighteoufnefs  in  the.fpirit,  which* fliould  laft  lR>r  ever. 

The  gofpel  is  by  Chrift,  by  whom^God  ibake  in  the  laft 'days,  who  is* 
the  beloved  Son,  the  prophet  and  higb^poeft  of  God,  who  is  to  be  heard 
ibrever;  who  taught  -  his  difcipleSf'^while  he^as^wkih -^ihem  on  earth,  in 
that  body  of  fle(b  ^ich  his  Father  prepared  for  him ;  'iffid  afterwaids  by  his 
Spirit  (or  holy  anointing)  whereby  4m^  continuedi  teadibg  4us  cbfl^n^ 
and  bringmgihem  up  in  the  virtue,  4ife,'  and^power  of  the  new  covenant; 
giving  them  a  new  heart  and  ipirit,  ami  caufing  the  old  nature  of  the 
earthly  Adam  to  die  in  them,  and  pkfsaway  from  them.    /./ 

The  law  was  given  todhe  Jew  outvi^fd,  4md'i8  agaiaftj;^nature  m  man, 
which  feems  forward  to  obey,  but  will  not. 

The  law  alfo  is  given  to  check .  that  part  (or  nattire  in  mmi)  which  is 
Sibove  the  feed,  to  which  were  all  the  (hadows  and  types -outward. 

But  in  the  gofpel,  which  is  the  power  of  God  to  the  redemption  of  tbe 
ibul,  that  p^tis  done  away,  and  the  feed  raifed,  and^  comes  to  live- in  the 
foul,  and  the  foul  in.  the  power  which  quickens  it,  in  and- through -'the 
feed. 

Arid  ioj  here  the  life,  and  Virtue,*' atid  nature  of  the  iecd  overlhadows 
all,  and  changes  all  in  the  gofpel-miniftration ;  ib  that  here  \&^  new  hM^ 
ven,  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  God  reigns,  and  where  righteoufnefs  dwells ; 
and  the  old  things,  •wherein  unri^hteoufnefs  dwelt,  'and  wherein  the  devil 
reigned,  are  done  away,  and  iahis  kingdom  is  deftroyed,  and  kud  wafte  in 
man,  and  the  kingdom  of  •  Ghrift  fet  up,  exalted,  and  eftabliflied. 

Then  comes  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  houfe  to  be  known  on  the  top, 
and  above  all  the  mountiuns  «id  hiUs ;  and  tiien  is  the  flowing  of  the  en- 
lightened ibul  thither,  to  learn  of  the  Loid  in  his  holy  fan&uary,  that  it 
tnay'know  his  ways,  and  walk  in  his  paths.  Then  is  the  voice  of  the  true 
fliepherd  heard,  and  the  4aw  known  (die  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  OxerSt 
Jefus)  which  cgmcth  out  of  Sion»  and  tbe  Wcrd  of  the  Lord  (even  die  Holf 

One 
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One  of  liiael)  which  comttb  from  Jerufakm.  Then  is  the  day  of  the  Lord 
known ;  the  mighty,  terrible,  ihaking  day  of  the  Lord,  which  is  then  upon 
all  flefh,  filencing  it  in  the  dread  aqd  awe  of  him,  who  is  holy  and  pure  % 
and  the  feed  is  then  raifed  to  life,  and  in  life  and  power,  and  the  Lord 
alone  exalted  in  that  foul.  For  the  Son  exalted  the  Father  only^  in  the  days 
if  his  fiejh\  and  it  is  {o  now,  where-ever  the  fame  feed  and,  power  of  life 
i  s  made  manifeft,  and  ipules.  , 

Then  after  this  fhaking,  after  the  work  of  this  terrible  day  of  the  Lord 
in  the  heart,  when  God  hath  purged  away  the  filth  and  blood  of  the  defiled 
ibul  and  fpirit,  by  his  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning,  then  that  which  is 
left  (hall  be  called  holy,  and  dedicated  to  the  Lord,  even  in  every  one  that 
is  written  and  reckoned  by  God  among  the  living  in  his  Jerufalem.  And 
all  God's  tabernacles  and  dwelling-places  on  his  holy  mountain,  and  in  his 
holy  city,  will  he  cover,  with  the  glory  of  his  prefence ;  and  all  their  aflem-^ 
blies  (by  his  cloudy  pillar,  and  by  his  fliining  flame)  will  God  be  a  defence 
about ;  before  which  brightnefs  (and  the  arifing  of  his  life  and  power  in 
the  midft  of  his  people)  Satan  with  his  devices  and  fiery  darts  (hall  fall  like 
fla(hes  of  lightning,  and  his  ftorms  and  winds  (hall  not  be  able  to  pre« 
vail  againft  the  houfes  or  dwelling-places  which  Go(£  builds  on  this  his  holy 
mountain  of  peace  and  falvation. 

Then  the  rod  of  the  ftem  of  Je(re  is  known,  and  the  branch  which  grow-* 
eth  out  of  his  root,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  refting  upon  him.  For. 
^ace  and  truth  came  by  Jefus  Chrtji  \  and  where  the  grace  and  truth  which 
comes  by  Jefus  Ghrift  is  received,  and  his  everlafting  covenant  entered  into, 
there  the  fame  Spirit  is  poured  forth,  and  refts  (even  upon  all  the  (bns),  and 
true  judgment  is  fet  up  in  the  heart,  and  the  foyl  eftabliflxcd  in  the  righte- 
Ou(heis  and  peace  of  his  kingdom. 

So  if  any  want  wifdom,  let  him  a(k  in  faith;  it  is  prefently  given 
from  the  Spirit  of  wifdom,  which  is  poured  out  upon  the  feed ;  which  is 
a  Spirit  of  underftanding  and  knowledge,  and  of  pure  heavenly  fear,  6?^* 
which  maketh  quick  in  underftanding^  the  fear  of  the. Lord;  which  fear, 
(being  underftood  and  obferved)  keepeth  the  heart  clean,  teaching  it  to 
avoid  and  keep  out  of  all  that  defiles;  fo  that  here  is  not  fo  mych  as  a- 
touching  the  unclean  thing  by  any  of  the  fons  and  daughters,  who  are  led 
by  God*s  Spirit,  and  live  and  walk  in  the  Spirit ;  but  a  following  of  the  law 
of  the  Spint  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  fully  and  pcrfeftly. 

Let  fin  and  imperfeftion  received  back  to  Sodom,  Egypt,  and  Babylon, 
from  whence  it  came ;  but  let  holine(s  and  unftained  beauty  dwell  in  Sion  \ 
y.ea,  let  Urim  and  Thummim,  even ,  God's  light  and  pcrtedion,  be  with 
Ivs  redeemed  people  for  ever  and  ever. 

Here  the  wolf  dwells  with  die  Iamb,  and  the  leopard  lies  with  the  kid,  and 

^  the  calf,  and  the  young  lion,  and  the  fatling  together,  and  the  litde  child 

leads  them.     Here  the  lion  devours  not,  but  eats  ftraw  like  the  ox ;  and 

the  fucking  child^  and  the  weaned  child,  can  play  in  the  hole  of  the  afp,  and 

Vol,  li.  G  g  g  put 


\ 


410     Life  and'  IfOmortality  brought  to  Ligf>ty  f>cc. 

put  his  hand  on  the  cockatrice's  den  y  and  they  that  are  in  the  power  caix 
fread  upon  ferpents,  and  they  cannot  hurt,  wound,  poifon,  or  deftroy ;  for 
there  is  ikfery  all  over  God's  holy  mountain,  and  the  venom  or  poifon  of 
the  wicked  fpirit  cannot  reach  thither,  to  hurt  or  pbilbn  any  there :  for 
God's  earth  is  filled  with  knowledge,  with  life,  with  pure  living  knowledge,' 
which  preferves  out  of  the  reach  of  darknefs  and  death. 

Nay,  here  Ephraim  doth  not  envy,  Judah,  nor  Judah  vex  Ephraim ;  Jcfr- 
the  envying,  vexing  nature  and  fpirit  is  taken  out  of  them  both.  And. 
here  is  turned  to  the  Lord  a  people  of  a  pure^  language,  who  fpeak  the 
truth  as  they  feel  it,  as  they  receive  it  from  the  Lord,  in  the  life  of  it,  in 
the  true  fenfe  arid  underftanding  of  it,  and  not  according  to  their  own  ap- 
jj^rehendings  or  imaginings  concerning  it,  which  arc  the  various  and  many 
languages  of  Babel.  For  in  the  feed,  and  of  the  feed,  is  the  pure  lan- 
guage; but  out  from  the  feed  are  the  maivy  voices .  and  languages  (even 
i!he  confuGon  of  Biibel);  one  fpeaking  as  he  apprehends,  thus ;' another 
faking  as  he  conceives,  thus ;  fo  plainly  manifeftirtg  that  they  are  out 
from  the  evidence  and  demonftration  of  the  Spirit,  whofe  voice  is  one,  and 
larijguage  one,  in  all,  in  the  day  of  the  gofpel.  And  he  that  (peaks  other- 
wife  than  the  law  and  teftimony  of  life  (peaks  in  the  heart;  it  is  either  be- 
caufe  he  knoweth  not,  or  is  not  yet  gathered  into,  the  morning-light  of  the 
cverjafting  day  of  the  gofpel  -,  for  there  all  are  to  (peak,  as  the  oracles  of 
God,  the  truth  as  it  is  rn  JHus. 

'  In  this  day  the  anger  of  God  is  turned  away,  and  condemnation  come  to 
an  end  (for  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Cbrifi  Jefus^  who  walk 
not  after  tbeflejh^  but  after  the  Spirit)  \  and  the  Comforter  is  come,  by  whom 
God  comforts  the  foul ;  and  the  foul  with  joy  draweth  water  out  of  the  wells 
or  fprings  of  the  Comforten  Yea,  the  foul  is  gathered  into  the  love  (or 
into  God,  who  is  love),  where  the  Saviour  and  falvation  is  felt,  and  God 
found  (uch  a  prefent  help  and  ftrength  in  time  of  trouble,  that  fear  is 
done  away,  and  the  Lord  trufted  and  hoped  in ;  yea,  and  boafted  of,  in 
every  condition.  So  that  his  name  is  made  mention  of,  and  fung  of,  and 
cialted  over  all  that  can  come  to  oppofe  or  break  down  the  work  of  his^, 
power  in  the  heart;  infomuch  that  the  inhabitant  of  Sion  cries  out  and 
ihouts  againft  the  enemy,  when  he  appears,  becaufe  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael 
is  fo  great  in  the  midft  of  her,  who  breaks  the  (jpear  and  the  bow,  the  (hield 
and  the  battle,  Selah.  See  Ifai,  xii. 

Yea,  in  this  day  the  feaft  of  fat  things  is  made  on  God's  holy  mountain  j 
of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  and  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined.  And  in 
this  mountain  the  veil  of  the  covering  (fpread  over  the  heart)  is  d(Mie  away: 
for  in  the  feed  there  is  no  feigned  covering ;  but  an  opening  of  the  unveiled' 
eye,  to  fee  the  unveiled  Hfe  and  power,  even  the  revealed  arm  of  the  Re- 
deemer. 

IVho  batb  heUeved  our  report ;  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed? 
It  was  feid  fe-m  the  dd  covenant,  in  the  law  di^enfetion  s  but  it  is  not  faid 
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b  in  the  new  covenant, ;  in  the  gofpel  difpenfaticHi ;  for  the  veil  is  done 
flway  in  Chrift,  and  the  children  there  .with  open  face  behold  (as  in  a  mirror) 
the  glory  of  the  Lord. 

And  here,  where  the  feed  is  revealed,  and  the  foul  come  into  the  feed, 
luid  become  one  witli  the  feed,  chat  is  felt  whichbreaketh  the  ferpenc's  head ; 
'  juid  when  his  head  is  broken,  death  is  fbon  fwallowed  up  in  vidory,  and 
the  tears  of  ibrrow.  wiped  away  (fb  that  there  is  no  room  for  any  tears  now, 
but  tears  of  joy,  tears  of  melting  love  and  fweetnefs,  before  the  Lord),  and 
the  rebuke  becaufe  of  uncircumcifion  taken  away.  For  when  God  circum- 
cifeth  the  heart,  to  lave  the  Lord  wHb  all  the  hearty  then  it  receiveth  Ufc 
from  him,  and  then  the  (hame  and  rebuke  of  the  uncircumcifed  and  dead 
fiate  pafieth  away. 

And  then  iaith  the  foul,  Lo  !  this  is  my  God  Ifo  much  wantidj  andfo  lofig 
v)aiudfor.  Obi  be  is  ccme^  he  is  come^  to  judge  npf  beart  in  rigbteoufnefsy  and 
to  bring  under  all  ibat  batb  kept  tbefeed  under  in  me  s  and  I  feel  bim^  mffouPs 
falvation^  and  my  beart  is  glad  in  bim.  And  now  I  know  the  land,  of  Judab 
(for  that  land  outwardly  was  but  a  figure  of  the  inward),  and  tbefirong  city 
tbaJ  is  tberein  (which  the  righteous  nation  that  keepeth  the  truth  enters  in  at 
the  gates  of)  where  God  appointeth  falvation  for  walls  and  bulwarks.  See  Ifai. 
XXV.  and  chap.  xxvi. 

And  in  this  day,  when  the  ieed  is  raifed,  when  the  gofpel  power  reaclieth 
to  the  feed,  and  raifeth  up  the  foul  with  the  feed,  and  puniiheth  Leviathan^ 
tliat  crooked  ferpcnt,  and  deftroyeth  the  place  where  the  dragons  lay;  fo 
that  as  fuch  a  place  it  can  be  found  no  more,  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  made 
^1  things  new,  and  laid  wafte  the  old,  then  (hall  be  fun^  to  her  that  was 
affided  a  vineyard  of  red  wine^  which  the  Lord  will  keep  and  wat^r  every 
moment,  left  any  hurt  it  \  yea,  the  I^ord  (who  is  the  keeper  of  Ifrael,  who 
neither  flumbereth  nor  fleepeth)  will  keep  it  night  and  day.;  and  though 
fury  be  not  in  the  Lord,  yet  he  will  go  through  the  briars  and  tliorns  which 
fet  themfelves  in  battle  againft  him,  to  hinder  the  current  of  liis  love  and 
bleffings  upon  his  heritage. 

But  as  for  his  people,  God  will  be  very  gracious  to  thcm,^  anfwering 
them  in  all  that  they  call  upon  him  for,  and  being  with  them  in  the  fire^ 
and  in  the  water ;  fo  that  the  waters  (hall  not  be  lEd:)le  to  overwhelm  them, 
nor  the  flame  of  the  fierceft  fire  kindle  upon  them.  For  the  enemies*  fire 
ihall  not  be  able  to  burn  up  God's  heritage,  nor  their  waters  to  overflow 
them ;  but  God's  fire  and  waters  fliall  overflow  and  confume  the.adverfaries^ 
as  be  pleafeth  to  let  forth  his  overflowing  feourge  and  fiery  indrgnation  upon 
them. 

The  gofpel  is  a  ftate  of  pouring  out  the  Spirit  of  God  upon  his  feed, 
and  his  blefllng  upon  his  oflF-fpring  \  wherein  he  ftrengthens  that  which  is 
weak,  and  confirms  that  wliich  is  feeble ;  wherein  he  comfprts  worm  Ja- 
.Cob,  and  recompenfeth  yeogeance  to  that  wb^^h  oppr^fled  him,  that  which 
wouoded  him^  that  whjii^ .  bpwcd  him  do^Pa  that  .whioh  ^clo^  his  eye, 
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ftopped  his  ear,  made  him  dumb  and  lame,  hardened  his  heart  from  GocTs 
fear,  £s?^.  that  nature,  that  wifdom,  that  foirit,  that  power,  is  vifited  with 
vengeance.  That  which. emptied  him  of  the  good,  and  made  him  delb- 
late  and  folitary,  is  now  fmitten,  diftreffed,  and  made  folitary;  and  the 
prilbner  of  hope  loofed,  and  brought  out  of  the  pit;  and  the  blind  eye 
opened,  and  the  deaf  ear  unftopped,  and  the  lame  made  to  leap  as  an 
hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  to  fing,  and  the  parched  ground  become 
a  pool,  and  the  thirfty  land  fprings  of  water-,  and  tliat  nature  wherein  dra- 
gons dwelt  is  now  changed,  and  Kfe  dwells  there ;  and  the  holv  new  earth 
brings  forth  her  increafe  of  life  to  the  Lord,  and  the  way  or  holinefs  is 
made  plain ;  whith  rough  Efau,  or  conceited  lihmael,  or  facrificing  Cain, 
(who  hath  not  the  true  brotherly  love  in  him)  cannot  come  into ;  but  holy 
Abel,  blefled  Ifaac,^  plain  Jacob,  walked  therein,  and  inherited  the  blefling; 
and  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  return  from  all  their  defohtions,  captivities, 
and  fcatterings  in  the  apoftafy,  and  come  to  Sion  with  fongs,  and  everlafting 
joy  upon  their  heads,  where  they  obtain  joy  and  gladnefs,  and  where  for* 
row  and  fighing  fke  away.  For  when  the  Comforter  is  come  to  the  foul, 
when  the  Spirit  from  on  high  is  poured  out  upon  it,  'then  the  wildernels 
becomes  a  fruitful  field,  and  the  fruitful  field  is  counted  for  a  forcft ;  then 
judgment  dwells  in  the  wildernefs,  and  righteoufnefs  remains  in  the  fruitful 
field  J  then  righteoufnefs  is  known,  and  the  work  thereof ;  and  the  work  of 
righteoufnefs  is  peace,  and  the  effeft  of  righteoufnefs  quietnefs,  and  af- 
furance  for  ever.  And  the  people  of  God  then  dwell  (even  his  holy  Ifrael, 
his  fpiritual  Ifrael,  the  redeemed  ones  by  his  Sph^it  and  power)  in  a  peace- 
able habitation,  and  in  fure  dwellings,  and  in  quiet  refting-places,  where 
their  God  is  to  them  as  a  munition  of  rocks,  and  as  broad  rivers  of  love, 
life,  righteoufnefs,  peace,  joy,  and  bleflcdnefs  for  ever. 
.^-In  the  gofpel  ftate,  the  Lord,  the  Redeemer,  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael, 
who  is  the  teacher  of  his  people  in  the  new  covenant,  who  teacheth  them 
to  profit  therein,  and  leadeth  them  in  the  way  that  they  (hould  go :  I  fay, 
in  the  gofpel  ftate  he  is  known,  and  his  voice  hearkened  to.  Kfyjheep  (thofe 
whom  I  gather  ^nd  redeem)  bear  tny  voice^  and  follow  me^  faith  Chrift  j  who 
-feed  my  flock  like  a  fhepherd,  guiding  them  by  my  Spirit  into  frefli  and 
green  paftures,  gathering  my  lambs  with  my  arm,  carrying  them  in  my 
boibm,  and  gently  leading  thofe  that  are  with  young.  Yea,  I  bring  the 
blind  by  a  way  that  they  knew  not,  and  lead  them  in  paths  they  have 
irot  known.  I  make  dark  things  light  before  them,  and  crooked  things 
ftrait.  Thefe  things  do  I  do  unto  them,  a:nd  will  not  forfake  them. ,  Yea, 
worm  Jacob,  which  was  trampled  upon  by  all,  is  now  made  a  ftiarp  threlh- 
ing  inftrument  having  teeth,  which  threflieth  the  mountains  (beating  them 
fmall^  And  makes  the  hills  as  chaff,  which  fans  them,  and  the  wind  carrieth 
thefti  away^  and  the  whirlwind  fcattereth  them  •,  but  Jacob  rejoiceth  in  his 
God,  and  gl6ri^th  in  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrac^l  j  Who  ^peneth  rivers  in  hlgb^ 
pUces,  and  fountains  ifi  tb^  oHdft:  oif  vafiies  s '  ainl  mak^  the  wildernefs  a 
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pool  of  water,  and  the  dry  land  fprings  of  waten  For  the  Lord  hath  cx>m« 
forted  Sion,  and  had  compaflion  on  her  wafte  place,  and  on  her  oppreflfed  feed 
in  Babylon ;  and  hath  faid  to  the  prifoners.  Go  forth  -,  and  to  them  that  fat  in 
iarknefsy  fhevo  yourfelves  abroad  in  the  light ;  and  he  hath  made  her  wildernefs 
like  Eden,  and  her  defart  like  the  garden  of  the  Lord  \  fo  that  joy  and 
gladncfs  is  found  in  her  (even  the  joy  of  God's  Spirit,  which  is  unfpeak- 
able,  and  full  of  glory),  with  thankfgiying,  and  the  voice  of  mekxly :  for 
the  deilroyer,  and  thofe  that  made  her  wafte,  are  gone  forth  of  her,  and 
great  is  the  the  Holy  One  in  the  midft  of  hen  So  that  the  barren,  that 
did  not  bear,  fings ;  and  fhe  cries  aloud,  and  breaks  forth  into  finging,  that 
did  not  travail  with  child ;  for  Ihe  travails  not  now  in  vain,  but  alfo  brings 
forth  abundantly :  fo  that  more  are  the  children  of  the  defolate  than  of  the 
formerly  married  wife.  And  how  can  it  be  otherwife  ?  For  the  Maker  is 
the  hufband,  who  hath  made  an  everlaftipg  covenant  of  peace  with  the  foul 
in  the  Son  of  his  love,  and  keeps  and  preferves  in  that  covenant,  where 
the  Lord  can  never  be  wroth  the  foul,  nor  rebuke  it :  for  here  all  the  chil- 
dren of  tlie  Lord  are  taught  of  the  Lord,  and  kept  in  his  holy  fear,  and  ia 
fubje<5tion  to  his  Spirit;  and  great  is  their  peace,  and  in  righteoufnefs  are 
they  eftablifhed,  and  are  far  from  opprelHon,  the  terror  whereof  cannot 
come  near  them. 

There  are  three  or  four  things  yet  more  on  my.  heart  to  mention  con-- 
ccrning  the  gofpel  ftate. 

Firft,  In  it  the  gofpel  faft  is  known  ;  which  is  not  to  affliffc  the  fbuH  or 
hang  down  the  h^ad  like  a  bulrufli  for  a  day ;  but  to  loofe  the  bands  of 
wickednefs,  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  to .  let  the  opprefled  go  free,  to 
break  every  yoke,  to  deal  one's  bread  to  the  hungry  (to  vijit  the  fatberlefs 
and  widows  in  their  affliSiony  and  to  keep  one's  felf  unfpotted  from  the 
worldly  fpirit  and  nature,  which  defiles,  and  fo  not  to  touch  the  unclear^ 
thing). 

Then  the  light  of  the  foul  breaks  forth  as  the  morning,  and  its  health 
fprings '  forth  fpeedily,  and  its  righteoufnefs  goeth  before  it  (for  that  which 
judgeth  unrighteoufnefs,  that  is  its  righteoufnefs  -,  which  inftead  of  comings 
after,  to  reprove  and  condemn,  now  goeth  before),  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  is  the  reward,  coming  after  to  prcferve  and  defend  all  that  fprings  up* 
in  the  power]     OHl  blefled  is  he  tliat  witnefTeth  this  ftate ! 

Secondly,  In  the  gofpel  date  the  gofpel  fabbath  is  kept,,  and  known  ta 
be  God's  holy  day,  and  called  a  delight  (the  holy  of  the  Lord,  honourable), 
and* the  Lord  is  honoured  in  it  by  the  foul  while  it^walketh  not  in  its  own 
ways,  nor  findeth  its  own  pleafures,  nor  fpeakexh  its  own  words:  and  then 
the  Ibul  delighteth  itfelf  in  the  Lord,  who  then  (in  this  ftate)  cattfech  it'4tf 
tide  on  the  high-places  of  the  earth,  and  fecdeth  it  with  the  heritage  of  Ja« 
cob  its  father.  What  is  that  ?  What  is  Jacob's  heritage  ?  What  is  4t  thai 
Jacob  is  to  be  fed  with,  and  inherit  ?  Is  it  any  lefs  than  the  life  and  bltf- 
itiac^  of  d»  prqmifed  land  ?  Is  it  any.  lefs  i)im  the  faiddcA  maona  ?  Is  it 
.  -i:;  anj 
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toy  lefs  than  the  fruit  of  th.e  Uvipg  vine  ?  Is  it  any  othcf  than  the  Amfoc^ 
and  fatnefe  of  the  true  olive-tree  ? 

Thirdly,  In  it  th^  garment  of  falvation  Isi  put  on,  even  the  Lord  JeTus 
Chrift;  for  here  the  filthy  garments  are  put  off,  and  the  pure  garments 
put  on.  For  here  the'  Lord  hath  appointed  to  them  that  tavemHermdin 
Sion^  tdgive  them  beauty  for  afbeSy  the  oil  ofjoy^for  mournim^  and  the  garmeiU 
ef  praifefor  thefpirit^'ofbeavinefs^  that  they  migfet  be  called  trees  of  righ- 
teoufnefs,  the  planting  of  the  Lord,  that  he  might  be  glorified.  So  that 
here  the  foul  can  truly  fay,  I  will  greatly  rejvice  in  the  Lord^  myfoulJhaUbe 
joyful  in  my  God ;  for  be  ifatb  chat  bed  me  with  the  garments  of  falvation ;  be 
batb  toverei  me  with  tbe  robe  of  rigbteoufnjsfs.  For  as  the  earth  brineeth 
forth  her  bud^^and  as  the  garden  caufeth  die  things  that  are  fown  in  it  to 
fpring  forth,  fo  the  Lord  hath  caufed  righteoufnefs  an4  praife  to  fpring 
forth  before  the  eyes  of  ail  that  are  truly  opened  by  him ;  and  he  wiU  not 
draw  back  lus  arm,  or  put  up  the  fword  which  he  hath  drawn,  till  he  hath 
deft royed  his  adverfaries,  and  laid  wafte  the  mount  of  Elai;^,  and.  made  his 
Jerufalem  the  praife  of  the  whole  earth.    Amen^  ballelujab ! 

And  here  is  the  love  which  cafteth  out  fear,  and  removeih .  care ;  fo  that 
they  that  dwell  here  are  careful  in  nothing,  buf  in  every  thing  make  their 
requefts  known  to  God  by  prayer  and  fupplication,  with  thankfgiving ;  and 
ibe  peace,  of  God^  wbicb  pqffetb  all  underjiandingy  guards  the  heart  and  mind^ 
through  Chrift  Jefus.  So  that  here  God  glorifieth  the  foul,  changing  it 
from  glory  to.  glory,  in  and  by  his  Spirit;  and  God  is.praifed  and  glorified 
in  and  by  the  ibul,  and  the  heart  Icept  puit  and  chafte  in  the  eye  of  the 
Lord ;  and  the  converfation  ordered  aright  by  his  Spirit  and  {)ower,  i<i 
which  the  foul  lives  and  walks,  and  his  lalvation  ieen  and  enjoyed  dziXj 
more  and  more.  So  that  here  is  a.pofleffion  or  inheritance  of  me  in  the 
kingdom  (in  the  holy  land  of  the  living)  of  which  there  is  no  end. '  Ever- 
lafting  endlels  prayers  to  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael  (whofe  tabernacle  is  with 
men,  and  who  dweUeth  in  the  midft  of  his  people)  forever  arid  ever. 

Now  if  any  one  doubt  concerning  the  truth  of  thefe  things,  this  word 
.is  in  my  heart  to  fuch^  ^^^''^^  and  fee.  Oh !  come  and  fee  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  and  the  power  of  his  Ufe,  and  righteoufnefs  of  his  kingdom,  which 
is  now  revealed,  after  the  long  night  of  darknefs!  Oh!  blefled,  blefled  be/ 
his  name,  who  hath  caufed  his  light  to  ihine,  and  opened  the  eye  (which  was 
once  blind)  to  fee  it ! 

Queft.  But  bow  mof  I  come  to  fee  the  glory  of  $be  gofpeljlate  f 

Anfw.  Come  to  the  feed,  and  wait  toTeel  and  receive  the  power  which, 
nufeth  the  feed  in  the  fieart,  and  brihgeth  the  heart,  foul,  mimi,  and  ^irit 
iMo  union  with  the  feed*. 

.  .<^eft.  But  bow  ma^  J  come  to  tbe  feed '^  Md  bow  ma;  I  wait  ar^bt  to  fed 
and^  receive  tbe  power  wbicb  raifetb  itf 

^^..  Mind  that  in  thee  which  fearcheth  the  heart,  and  what  it  reacbet^ 
ta>:and  quiickeneth  ia  thee;  what  it  draweth  theefixun^  what  it  drawedic 
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thee  to ;  how  it  (heweth  thee  thine  own  inability  to  follow,  and  how  it  giveth 
ability  when  thou  art  weary  of  toiling  and  labouring  of  thy  felf.  Oh !  this  is 
he  whom  we  have  waited  for !  Thus  he  appeared  to  us ;  thus  he  taught  us 
to  turn  in,  and  to  turn  from  the  kingdom  of  darkneis  within,  towards  the 
kingdom  of  light,  which  the  good  feedfman  had  fown  in  us  as  a  grain  of 
muftard-fedd  -,  which  when  we  found,  we  knew  it  to  be  the  pearl  of  price, 
and  were  made  willing  to  fell  all  fpr  si  5  and  now  it  is  purchafed,  and  alfo 
pofleflfcd  in  a  good  meafure ;  bleffed  be  the  name  of  our  merciful  God,  and 
tender  father,  for  ever  and  ever. 

O  hungering  and  thirfting  foul  after  life  (after  truth,  after  the  Lamb's 
righteoufnefs),.do  thou  alfo  wait  to  be  taught  of  the  Lord  (who  thus  taught 
us),  and  then  do  thou  go  and  do  fo  like  wife,  and  thou  wilt  never  repent  of 
this  purchafe,  or  of  what  thou  partefl:  with  for  it,  when  once  thou  comeft  . 
to  enjoy  and  pofiefs  any  proportion  of  it. 

The  Lord  make  thee  fenfible  of  the  vifits,  drawings,  and  leadings  of  his 
Holy  Spirit,  ^nd  guide  thy  feet  thereby  into  the  way  of  truth  and  peace. 

Concerning  Baf^tijm. . 

He  that  heUevetb^'  and  is  baptized^  Jhall  be  faved\  but  be  thai  believetb  noty 

JhdU  be  damned^  Mark  xvi.  16.  . 

THIS  is  a  wry  weighty  fcripture,  and  neceffary  for  every  Chriftian 
rightly  to  underftand,  that  he  ftiay  fo  believe,  and  1)e  fo  baptized,  as 
to  witnefs  falvation  by  the  goipeL  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  . 

Now  what  believing  is  this  which  is  here  required  as  neceffary  to  felvation, 
and  which  the  promife  of  falvation  is  to  ?  Is  it  any  lefs  than  a  believing  in  the 
Lord  Jefus  Cbrifti  from  a  fenfe  of  the  ffower  which  the-  Father  hath  given 
him  to  fave  with?  Is  it  not  an  inward  believing,  a  believing  with  the 
heart  ?  And  what  bapdfm  or»  walhing  is  it  which  faves  ?  Is  it  not  an  in- 
ward wafliing,  a  waftiing  of  the  foul,  a  wafting  of  the  heart,  a  wafhing  of 
^he  confcience,  from  dead  works,  to  fcrve  the  living  God  ?  Doth  outward 
wafhing  fave  the  foul  ?  Inward  wafliing  doth ;  baptizing  into  the  name  doth. 
Bodily  ^xercife  profiteth  little;  but  godlinefs  (the  inwardly  renewing  and 
walhing  of  the  mind)  profiteth  greatly. 

There  is  one  faith,  one  baptifm.  Is  not  the  true  feith  inward  and  IpirituaJ  ? 
Is  riot  the  one  baptifm  fo  alfo  ?  Sur<;  I  am,  that  he  that  thus  believeth,  and 
is  baptized,  (hall  be  faved ;  but  he  that  believeth  not,  rcmaineth  in  tlie' 
filthy,  unwalhed  ftate,  in  which  there  neither  is,  nor  can  be,  falviation  ^  but 
judgment  and  condemnation,  death  anddeftru£Kon,  forever. 

The  apoftle  Peter  fhews.  Pet.  lii.  what  the  baptifm  is  which  faveth,  even 
that  which  b  the  antitype,  or  which  inwardly  or  ipiritually  anfwers  to  Noah*s 
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ark.  The  Greek  word  is  Mlrm®"^  which  fignifieth  the  anfit^,  or  that 
which  anfwers  to  the  type  j  the  fubiVance,  which  comes  inftead  of  the  figure 
or  fliadow;  and  fo  it  ,is  more  J)roper}y  and  naturally  rendered  in  the  okl 
trapQation  thus:  The  baptiftn  that  notv  is^  a^ifwering  thai  figure^  favetb.  For 
as  Noah's  ark  faved  the  bodies  of  thofe  that  were  in  it  when  God  came  ta 
judge  and  defiroy  the  old  world  -,  fo  the  inward  waihing  iaveth  thofe  that 
are  wafhed  thereby  from  the  wrath  •  and  deftrudion  which  will  come  upon 
all  that  are  unwalhed. 

Now  left  any  (hould  mifunderftand  and  mifapply  his  words,  as  if  he 
fpake  concerning  outward  baptifm,  or  walhing,  he  explainech  himfelf  in 
the  following  words :  Not  (faith  he)  the  putting  aw^  of  the  filth  tf  tbefte/b^ 
not  the  outward'WaJhittg  of  the  body^  that  is  not  it  that  faves ;  but  that  bap- 
tifm which  caufeth  the  anfwer  of  a  good  conicience  towards  God,  by  the* 
refurreftion  of  Jefus  Chrift.  For  this  is  the  effeftof  the  inward  baptifm ; 
fin  being  waflied  away  by  the  water  of  life,  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  that 
which  is  new,  that  which  is  renewed,  .rifeth  up  out  oiF  t^>e  water  which 
yraflieth -away  fin-,  and  then  the  pure  and  good  confcience  anfwers  to  God» 
and  the  foul  knows  and  partakes  of  both  the  death  and  refurre6Uon  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  and  fo  being  baptized  by  the  one  baptifm,  even  the 
baptifm  of  Chrift,  into  the  one  body,  comes  into  the  ftate  and  fellowfhip  of 
the  living.  Another  apoftle  alfo  fpeaketh  of  the  inward  wafhing,  even  the 
wafliing  of  regeneration,  ^nd  renewing  of  the  Holy  Gh^ft  \  by  which,  faith 
he,  God  according  ta  his  .mercy  faved  us^  Titus  iii.  5. 

The  apoftle  Paul  ipeaks  of  a  circumct/ion  made  without  bands^  and  tells 
wherein  it  confifts ;  to  wit,  in  putting  off  the  body  of  the.  fins  of  the  flefh : 
and  (heweth  how  this  is  efiefbed ;  namely,  not  by  Mofes's  circumcifion,  but 
by  the  circumcifion  of  Chrift,  Col.,\\.  21.   And  truly-  diey  who  are  thus; 
circumcifcd  are  the  true  circumcifion,  the  fpiritual  circumcifion,  who  wor- 
Ihip.God  in  the  Spirit,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the  fiefli,  bot^joicein 
Chrift  Jefus,  who  thus  circumcifeth  them.     Now  in  the  next  verfe  he 
lpeakethx)f  baptifm,  of  being  buried  with  Chrift  in  baptifm,  and  ofrijing  with  * 
him  in  She  fame ^  ^through  the  faith  of  the  operation  ofGod^  who  raifed  him  from 
tie  dead.     What  is  this  ^baptifm  ?  Is  it  inferior  to  the  circumcifion  before 
fpoken  of?  Is  it  not  without  hands  alfoi  What  is  it  that  buries  into  the 
death  of  Chrift ;  that  raifeth  into  the  life  of  Chrift  through  the  faith  of  the 
operation  of  God?    Is  -not  this  the  one  fpiritual  and  heavenly  baptifin, 
wherewith  the  one  body  is  baptized  by  the  one  Spirit  ?  What  doth  outward* 
circumcifion  avail  ?  Doth  it  avail  any  thing  ?  What  doth  outward  waibing 
ftvail?  Doth  it  avail  any  more  than  otitward  circumcifion?  But  the  inward 
circumcifion  of  the  Jew  inward,  and  the  inward  wafliing  of  the  foul  fiom 
fin,  doth  avail  very  much. 

Now  for  that  place,  Afatt.  xxviii.  19.  where  Chrift  exprefly  command- 
cth  baptizing,  it  is  a  queftion  very  weighty,  and  wcutl^  duly  to  be  con- 
iidered,  what  baptifm  he  thcto  commwdeth.    For  if  it  i^e^ut^ard  baptifm, 
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they  neatly  err  who  apprehend  it  to  be  the  inward  and  fpiritual  baptifm  > 
but  it  it  be  the  inward  and  fpiritual  baptifm  which  Chtift  intended  in  thde 
words,  then  they  gready  err  who  apprehend  it  to  lie  the  outward.  Now 
confider  the  words  in  the  fear  and  weight  of  God's  Spirit. 

It  is  faid.  Go  teacby  bafttTsing ;  i3ut  it  is  not  iaid,  bapfizing  with  water ^  het 
in  the  namfj  or  rather  (as  the  Greek  is)  tnt^  the  name  of  the  Father ^  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Gboft. 

Now  to  baptize  with  water  is  one  thing,  and  to  baptize  into  the  name  is 
another ;  as  they  who  experience  the  fpiritual  baptifm  know  it  to  be.  For 
the  word  of  faith  turns  men  from  Satan  to  the  power  of  life ;  and  then  as 
they  receive  the  power^  and  are  made  partakers  of  the  power,  they  are 
baprized  into  the  power  and  virtue  of  li^  ;  and  fo  they  are  buried  (fo  far 
as  they  come  into  Chrift)  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  with  this  heavenly 
baprifm,  into  death  unto  fin,  and  by  the  fame  power  are  made  alive  unto 
righteoulhefs ;  and  ib  the  name  of  the  Lord,  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son 
and  Spirit,  comes  ov^r  them,  and  they  rife  up  in  it  unto  life  and  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  fo  are  dead  unto  fin,  and  alive  unto  God.  Now  any  outward 
circumcifing  or  wafhing  can  be  but  a  figure  oi  this ;  but  the  inward  cir- 
cumcifing  and  wa&ing  is  the  thing  itfelfT  .For  Chrift  fent  not  his  able  mi- 
niflers  of  the  New  Teftament  to  minifter  the  letter,  or  to  minifler  the 
figures  of  things;  but  to  minifter  the  Spirit,  (elfe  how  were  they  able  mi- 
nillers  of  the  Spirit  ?)  to  minifter  the  fubftance ;  not  to  minifter  a  circum* 
cifion  or  baptifm  which  might  be  fhaken  and  pafs  away,  as  outward  and 
elementary,  but  to  niinifter  the  dfcumdfion  and  baptifm  which  cannot  be 
fhaken ;  which  is  the  circumcifion  and  baprifm  of  the  gofpel,  the  circum- 
cifion  and  baptilm  of  the  Spirit,  the  circumcifion  and  baptifin  ctf  the  king- 
dom, which  is  never  to  be  fhaken  and  pafs  away  as  elementary,  but  to  ftand 
and  abide  for  ever.  Read  Heh.  xii.  a  6,  27,  a  8.  and  confider  how  all  ekme&f 
tary  and  outward  things  which  could  be  fhaken,  were  to  be  fhaken  and  pafs 
away ;  that  thofe  diings  which  were  of  an  higher  nature  (even  of  the  nature 
of  the  kingdom),  might  remain  and  be  eftablifhed  in  their  ftead. 

And  indeed  as  the  inward  circumcifion  could  not  be  throughly  and 
alone  eftablifhed  while  the  figure  therec^  remained,  the  fame  may  be  truly 
faid  concerning  the  inward  baptifm ;  fo  that  by  this  it  may  appear,  that 
the  baptifm  of  water  cannot  be  the  baprifm  which  Chrift  intended  in  this 
I^ace,  becaufe  the  baptifm  here  fpoken  of  was  to  continue  to  the  end  of 
the  world;  but  the  oaptifm  of  water  is  j>lainly  of  fuch  an  outwaid  ele- 
mentary nature,  as  might  be  fhaken  as  well  as '  circumcifion,  and  fb  was 
to  be  fhaken  in  due  rime,  thKt  that  which  coukl  ifiot  be  fhaken  mi^t  re- 
main. Read  alfo  Rev.  zi.  11.  where  it  .is  plainly  fignified,  under  that 
phrafe  of  the  outward  court  being  left  out  of  God's  meafure,  and  given 
to  the  Gentiles,  that  things  of  fuch  a  nature  were  fhaken ;  and  fb  wem 
thole  that  were  not^the  true  and  foiritual  worfliii^rs  in  God^s  fight  Fw 
they  are  Jews  under  the  gofpd  who  are  Jews  inwardly  \  and  they  who  aic 

Vol.  II.  H  h  h  not 


418    Life  and  Immortality  broi^t  to  Lighty  8cc. 

Apt  Jews  inwardly,  are  by  God*s  Spirit  numbered  amongft  the  Gentiles.. 
And  confider  hew  ooc  only  the  notorious  Heathen,  but  fuch  as  had  gpt  the 
^crm  ofgodtinefs^  but  dimid  tbi  p^wer  tberetf^  were  rejeAed,  with  their  omfide 
ihadows,  as  really  as  outward  Jerufalem  was  reje^d  to  be  trodden  under  fooc 
of  the  Gentiles.  * 

Obje<^.  I ,  But  againft  this  it  is  cijeSed^  that  the  iaptijm  of  the  Spirit  cannat 
he  the  baptifm  fpoken  of  in  tbisplace^  hecanfe  tbHfa^fifm  fpoken  of  in  this  place 
is  commanded ;  hut  the  baptifm  of  the  Spirit  i/oas  'never  €omman4ed^  nor  %oas  it 
asp/  mafCs  Jin  not  to  be  fo  baptized. 

Anfw.  Surely  this  is  a  great  miftake.  Was  the  inward  waflbing  <£  the 
heart  never  commanded  ?  Rent  yofur  hearts^  and  not  jour  garments.  What 
is  this  but  the  fpiritual  baptifm  ?  The  gpfpcl  is  a  miniftration  of  inward 
things,  and  the  inward  things  su-e  ftri^y  commanded  there*  Can  any 
man  be  favcd  wkhout  inward  baptizing  i  and  is  he  not  commanded  to  re- 
ceive inward  baptizing  ?  and  doth  he  not  fin,  if  he  do  not  wait  to  receive 
it,  and  give  up  hb  heart  ^mi  foul  to  be  baptized  by  God's  IJoly  Spirit  i  If 
the  eye  were  opened  in  people  to  loc^  into  the  gofpe^mjniftration,  and 
into  the  inward  nature  of  things,  tlus  might  eafily  be  dcmonftrated  to  the 
leaft  babe  there.  For  as  the  gofpel  was  before  the  law,  and  could  noe 
be  dilannulled  by  the  law  ^  fo  thb  miniftratba  of  the  Spirit's  baptifm  (for 
nature  and  kind)  was  long  before  Jobfi's  bi^tifin,  and  eould  not  be  dtf- 
annulled  by  any  outward  miniftracion  of  baptifm,  but  s^eth  the  fame  for 
ever ;  and  is  to  have  its  place  in  the  gpfpel^tate,  wheue  the  figures  and 
0iadows  of  things  pais  away,  and  tl^tt  Wituich  is  true^  laftipg  and 
fiUeth  up  the  room  thereof 

Now  the  baptifm  of  the  Spirit,  ^rthe  fpiritual  wafi^g  and 
the  heart  (which  is  all  one  in  fuiNftunoe),.  vrzs  called  for  aiid  required  of  the 
Jews  under  the  law  i  and  i(  was  the^r  fin  not  to  anfwer  God*s  call  and  rcr 
quiring  therein.  Confider  tbefe  fcripttires  following^  with  many  more  of 
ue  like  nature  1  Break  up  jour  falhuhground^  and  Jovt,  not  among  thorns^ 
Jer.  iv.  3.  Can  th^  faOow-ground  be  broken  up,  and  the  thorns  rooted 
out  (elfe  the  fowing  will  be  aiaoi^  them),  without  the  circumcifion  or 
baptifoi  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  all  one  in  nature  and  grdund  ?  Again :  Ctr*- 
€usncife  the  fore-Jkin  of  your, hearts^  and  be  no^more  ftiff-mckedy  Deut.  x.  i6. 
Makeym  a  new  heart  and  a  newfpirU ;  for  why  will  ye  die,  O  boufe  rflfraell 
Ezek.  xviiL  31.  (Is  not  this  all  one  in  fubftaftce  with  that  fcripture.  He 
that  believetk  and  is  bfipHpsid^  fiuiU  be  fofoidf)  O  Jerufakm,  wafi  thine  heart 
from  wifkidntfs,  that  thou  wu^fi  be  fanedl  bow  hug  fiM  thy  vain  thotfbts 
lodge  within  thee  I  Jer*  iv.  14.  Wapye^  make  you  dean,  put  away  the  evil  rf 
your  doi^s  from  before  mine  eyes^  ceafe  to  da  evil,  kam  to  do  well ;  feekjm^^ 
ment^  relieve  the  oppreffed,  ju^e  the  father lefs,  plead  for  the  widow.  Come 
nowy  and  let  ^  reafon  togHher,  faith  theLords  though  yoetr  fins  be  as  fcarlety 
1^  Jhfitl  be  as  white  as  fiiaw  \  though  th^  be  red. like  erim/huj  4hg^-Jball  be  w 
wool.    If  ye  be  mUing  aidiMitm,  yejballeat  the  goodofthe  lanii  but  if  ye 
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fifufi  and  rehd^  JiJbM  h$  dtuwnd  tvUb  tb$  fwriz  far  tie  mouth  oftbi  Lord 
batb/pdken  i^  Ifai*  i.  i6«  to  21. 

,  la  not  here  the  true  baptifmy  an4  the  remiflion  of  fins,  which  enfueth 
diereupon,  with  the  bleffing  on  the  baptized  eftate,  and  the  curfe  on  the 
unbaptized*  which  eactcndeth  both  to  Jew  and  Gentile?  for  with  God  ib^o 
is  no  refpiS  of  perfom. 

Oh !  that  men  could  read  the  fcriptures  of  truth,  with  tbt  true  fpiric 
and  with  the  true  underftindin^  I  For  thefe  things  which  were  written  to 
the  people  of  ^e  J^s,  were  wHtteii  for  our  learning  i  and  precious  things 
may  be  learned  from  the  fcriptures,  by  thofe  whofe  eyes  are  opened  by 
the  Lord,  and  who  keep  clofe  in  their  reading  to  that  which  andnteth  and 
openeth  the  eye ;  whereas  others  cannot  but  mifunderftand  and  wreft  them» 
to  their  own  great  danger  at  kaft,  if  not  to  the  ruin  and  deftru&iosL  of 
their  fouls. 

I  ihall  here,  mention  but  on^  place  more,  which  is  thit  ofPfri,  \u  17. 
^be  facrificis  of  God  ^aro  a  brokm  ffirU  %  a  brokm  and  contrite  hearty  O.  God^ 
tbou  wilt  not  def^.  Can:  any  offer  up  the  facrifice  to  God,  but  he  who  it 
inwardly  and  ipiritiiaUy  wafiied  from;  that  which  defifeth  and  hatdeneth  I 
And  doth  not  Go4  rpquke  this  baptifin  ?  And  what'  is  this  but  the  baptifin 
of  the  Spirit  ?  who  Jchus  wattieth  the.  foul  with  his  heavenly  water^  in  the 
miniftration  of  his  word  and  power,  when  the  virtue  and  efficacy  thereof 
reacheth  to  the  )Maxty  in  and  thfough  the  faith. 

Objeft.  2.  Tbe  baptifm  of  tbi  Spirit  cannot  be  here  intendedj  becaufe  tbis  bap-^ 
tifm  is  to  H  adminiJierM  bymeM\  but  tbe  baptifm  of  tbe  Spirit  was  never  admi- 
nifiered  by  men\  Jefus  Cbrifi  was  tbe.  alone  minifter  of  tbis  baptifm. 
.  /infw.  The  apoftle  f^tb,  tb4t  God  bad  made  tbem  able  nUnifters  of  tbe  New 
S'e^ment ;  not  of  tbe.  letter^  but  of  the  Spirit :  for  tbft  letter  kiUetb^  but  tbe 
Spirit  givetb  life^  2  Cor.  iii.  6. 

Mark ;  They  were  made  able  minifters  by  God*  of  that  which  ^veth 
life :  and  that  they  did  minifter  the  Spirit  by  itapO&Wm  of  hands,  is  nMni* 
fell,  A3s  six.  6.  and  in  many  other  fcriptures. 

Indeed  the  apoftles  were  not  able  of  themfelves,  or  by  any  virtue  or 
ftrength  of  their  own,  to  beget  men  to  God,  or  to  b^tize  men  into  his  name 
and  power ;  but  their  fufficiency  was  of  God. 

Again,  Pajul  was  fent  to  the  Gentil^  to  open  their  eye^  JSs  xxvi.  1 8. 
J^irow,  opening  the  eyes  oi  the  bHnd  is  as  peculiar  to  Chrift,  as  baptiz^ig 
with  the  Spiiit  can:  be* 

.  When  Chrift  gave  hi^  apeftlesrcotamiifion  to  teach,  baptizing,  he  tpkl 
them,  M  power  in  heaven  md  earth  was  given  Um ;  and  bid  theip  npt  depart 
from  Jerufalem^  but  wait,  for  tbe  pramife  of  the  Father;  for  John  truly  bap^ 
tized  with  water^  but  jo  fball  be  k^ized  with  tbe  Hply  Gbofl  not  many  days 
hencci  and  that  then  they  ihould  receive  power.  What  to  do?  To  baptize 
with  water  ?  or  to  baptize  into  the  name  with  the  &me  baptiiin  whereiBirUh 
they  themleives  wecc;  baptized  i  See  A£itt.  xxviiL  mi\/iMs  u 

H  h  h  2  Now 


42a     Life  and  Immortality  brought  to  L^ighty  &€• 

Now  if  this  commiiEon  (here  given  to  th?  apoftles,  Matt,  xxioii.  {6^ 
&c.)  was  to  baptize  with  water,  then  Paul  was  infesbr  to  the  other  apoi^ 
ties :  for  he,  though  he  had  ieen  the  Lord,  and  was  lent  from  hinv  to  open 
the  e^es  of  the  Gentiles ;  yet  he  was  not  fent  to  baptise  with  water^  as  he 
exprefsly  faith :  he  was  not  fent  to  baptize  (that  is,  outwardly  with  water) 
but  to  preach  the  gofpel.  But  if  the  baptifm  intended  by  Chrift  was  inward 
and  fpiritual,  even  in^o  the  name,  virtue,  li^-and  power  of  the  Spirit, 
then  Paul  had  the  apoftdick  commifBon  as  fully  as' ftny- ^f  the  reft,,  and  the 
grace  and  power  of  God  did  work  as  mightily  in  him  to  this  end  as  in 
any  of  them. 

But  men  are  as  much  miftaken  about  the  teaching  required  by  this  com« 
tniffion  as  about  this  baptifm :  for  this  teaching  is  not  a  literal  teaching 
of  things,  or  a  diicipline  into  an  outward  knowledge  aindwav,  but  a  teach- 
infi;  in  the  Spirit  and  power;  and  hhn  whom  God  enableth  {o  to  do,  he 
alto  enableth  to  baptize  into  the  fame  Spirit  and  powen  Yea,  indeed,  when 
the  life  and  power  minifters  (the  word  fpdken  being  mixed  with  ^nith  in 
-thfni'that  hear),  it  brings  the  earthly  part  under,  ahd  brings  the  life  aiul 
power  of  the  Lord  Jeius  Chrift  over  the  heart  and  Qiirit*  And  this  is^  the 
true  bfllpiifm,  and  the  fabftance  of  the  figure  or  (badow,  whkh  was  before 
the  fig;ure  either  of  bapttfm  or  circumdfx)n  was,  and  sconuns  when  they 
are  g(*ie.  /  i      . 

Objed.  3.  This  baptifm  in  the  commiffton  was  to  alt  nations^  but  the  baptifm 
vf  the  Spirit  fell  cnfy  on  f me  few  at  the  beginning. 

Anfw.  The  promife  of  receiving  the  Spirit  is  upon  believing,  and  it 
extendeth  to  every  one  that  believeth.  He  that  helievet}>  onme^  as  die  fcripi- 
ture^  hath  faid,  out  of  bis  belly  fhall  fto^oo  rivers .  of  living  water :  but  this 
fpake  he  of  the  Spirit,  which  they  that  bdievc  on  him  Ihould  receive,  Jahn 

vii-  38,  39- 

Anfwerably  Peter  faid  to,  that  great  aflembly  ta*  which  he  preached, 
whereof  there  were  added  about  three  thoufand  ibuls.  Repent  and  be  baptized 
every  one  of  you^  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift^  for  the  remiffion  of  fins^  and  ye 
fhall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghc^ :  for  the  promife  is.  untoyou^  and  to  your 
children^  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off^  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  GodJbaH 
caU^  Aftsii,  38,  39. 

Indeed  feveral  gifts  cf  the  Spirit  were  given  {fome  to  one,  ibmc  to  an- 
other, according  to  the  pleafure  of  the  giver),  and  diverfitie?  of  raanifeftai- 
tions  and  operations  of  the  lame  inward  life  and  power:  but  every  one  re- 
ceived ib  much  of  the  Spirit  as  to  make  him  a  fon,  and  to  cry  Abba  Father^ 
and  to  wa(h  him. 

And  this  is  the  one  wafiiing  which  alt  the  flock  are  walhed  with,  and  ioi 
baptized  into  the  one,  pure,  Uving  body:  and  thi^  is  the  fubftance  of  the 
figure,  which  fubftance  bebngs  to  the  gofpel-ftate ;  though*  God  alio  iaw 
an  uie  of  feme  figures  in  that  day,  and  fi>  inclined  their  .hearts  then  to 
make  ufe  of  them,  which  his  gathered  Ibns  and  daughters  (by  the  gofpel- 

Spirit 


rn  feveral  weighty  Queries.  42 1 

Spirit  and  ptiwtt  in  this^ay )  would  make  ufe  of  alfo,  if  the  Lord  cfid  fo 
require  them.  For  tMe  £J6rd  is  our  judge,  and  the  Lord  is  our  king,  th^ 
Lord  is  our  lawgiver ;  who  by  his  Spirit  and  power  determines  in  every 
age  what  he  would  have  his  people  do ;  and  who  leads  into  the  way  of* 
mcj  truth,  and  holinefs,  i^hkh  always  was  and  is  but  one  and  tlie  fiuna 
for  ever. 

'  And  what  if  the  Lord,  who  hath  caufed  his  everlafting  day  to  dawn  agam^ 
and  die  everlafting  goipel  to  be  preached  again,  will  have  every  Ihadow  and 
figure  to  fly  away  (feeing  they  are  but  cf  one  elemenury  nature  and  ufe,  and 
not  everlafting  and  abiding) ;  who  may  ^infay  him  herein,  and  fay,  diac 
this  is  not  the  miniftration  of  the  everlafting  fubftance,  or  the  fame  goipel 
the  apoftles  preached,  becaufe  fome  fhadows  which  they  expe£t,  and  have  a 
ftrong  belier  concerning,  are  not  found  therein  ? 

Objed.  4.  The  baplym  in'  Ms  commiJfifiH  cannot  be  the  baptifm  ff  the  Spirit^ 
hecaufe  ii  is  to  he  adminifttred  in  tie  name  of  the  Spirit. 

Anfw.  The  Greek  word  is  not  h^  which  fignifieth  in ;  but  h^^  which  fi^ 
hifieth  into :  fo  that  the  baptifm  here  commanded  is  to  baptize  into  the 
name,  into  the  Father's  name,  into  the  Son's  name,  into  the  Spirit's  name, 
by  turning  them  from  darkneis  to  light,  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God  % 
and  then  the  power  and  life  of  God's  Hdy  Spirit  comes  over  their  hearts 
and  minds,  and  breaketh  the  power  of  Satan,  and  waiheth  their  confciences 
from  that  which  is  dead,  and  plungeth  or  dippeth  them  into  that  which 
IS  living. 

Now  as  God  made  them  able  nHnifters  of  the  New  Teftament  (which  is 
a  fpiritual  miniftry,  an  inward  miniftry),  and  gave  them  the  heavenly  trea- 
fure  of  life  and  of  his  Spirit  to  minifter  with  $  fo  he  required  and  expeded 
of  them  the  work  of  the  fpiritual  miniftry,  which  was  the  fpiritual  teaching 
and  fpiritual  baptizing  into  the  inward  name* 

But  that  there  was  alfo  a  baptizing  with  outward  water,  that  I  do  not 
deny ;  and  that  it  was  of  uie,  as  a  type  to  the  weak  and  ceremonioxis  ftate 
the  Jews  were  in  (when  Chrift  fent  forth  his  apoftles  to  gather  them  out  of 
the  law-ftate  into  die  gofpel-ftate)  I  am  alio  Satisfied  in :  but  it  hath  been 
fince  corrupted,  and  fet  up  above  its  place  by  apoftates  *,  and  every  one 
jhould  confider  and  wait  on  the  Lord,  to  know  what  God  requires  and  will 
accept  of  Ykfn.  For  the,  kingdom  of  God  ftands  not  in  meats  or  drinks,  or 
any  outward  wafliings,  nor  comes  in  the  way  of  man's  obfervation,  but  in 
an  heavenly  feed,  and  in  the  Holy  Spirit  and  power  of  life ;  wJrich,  happy 
are  they  who  are  made  partakers  of,  baptized  with,  and  led  by.  God  will 
try  every  man's  religion,  work  and  prafticcs,  by  the  true  reed  or  meafuring 
line  :  bleiTed  is  he  whofe  religion  wilt  bear  that  trial  I 

It  is  a  great  matter  to  know  the  gpfpel-ftate  and  miniftration^  the  gofpet 
Spirit  and  power,  the  gofpcl-church  and  ordinances,  the  words  of  the  holy 
prophets  concerning  the  day  of  the  gofpel,  the  words  of  Cbrift  concerning 

the 
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l2ie  kingdom  and  power  of  Gcd^  the  word&of  the  apoiUes  coDcefiuog  die 
myfteiy  of  faitb^  and  tfai^  Word  whidb  was  from  the  iMI^MUung. 

Tfaefe  are  weigbtjr  thtagi,  and  of  great  cooceniiiiciit»  about  which  men 
may  eafily.  mift  and  wreft  the  fcripcuces,  UAkfs  they  be  enl^htened  by  the 
Lord  ia  die  renewing  of  theiF  miadst  and  their  eye  kept  to  the  hory  anoint- 
ing, that  they  may  not  out-run  (and  fo  imagine  and  conceive  of  them&lves 
according  to  their  own  ability  of  underftanding^  but  know  and  keep  to 
the  gift  and  iofpiration  of  the  Alcpighty,  which  giveth  true  uoderftandine^ 
For  as  no  man*  knoweth  the  mind  of  a  man,  but  man's  own  fpirit  withm 
him ;  fb  thc.mind  of  God  (in.  the  words  which  his  Spirit  fpake),  no  man 
koofweth  but  his  Spirit.  And  there  is  a  key  of  knowledge  to  open  the 
words  of  fcripture  by,  which  they  cannot  be  opened  without;  I  mean,  fuck 
fcriptures  as  relate  to  the  myftery  of  life  and  ialvation,  which  was  always  hid 
from  the  wife  and  prudent  in  eyery  age. 

The  pharifees  had  got  a  great  d(^  of  knowledge  and  underftandinff  of  the 
law  of  God,  and  prophefi^s .  of  things  to  come,  from  the  words  or  Mc^es 
and  the  prophets;  but  thf;y  had  not  the  k^  pf  knowledge.;  4uid  fo  tbe^ 
errtd^  not  hmving  the  fon^ures  (notwith&andingr.all  their  diligent  reading 
and  (ludying  them),  nor  the  povi^er  pf  God- 

Every  one  had  need  be  waiy  Ictft  he  err  a^r  the  faqie  manner,  and  i<i  (et 
tip  his  own  apprehenfioos.  from  the  fcriptures,  inftead  of  God's  truth  and 
the  mind  of  his  Holy  Spiiit ;  for.theii  he  canqpt  bpt  alio  oppofe  that  wjuci^ 
is  indeed  his  truth,  and  truly  agreeable  to  the  fcriptures,  though  to  man's; 
mif-biafled  judgment  it  may  feem  difi^ent  or  coi^fir^* 

TheLcMrd  beget  in  people^  hearts  true^ defires . after  himfelf,  and. guide 
them  into  the  way  wherein  they  n>ay  ohuin  all  the  defires  of  their  khiIs, 
which  he  begets  in  them ;  aotd  the  Lord  preferve  all  that  fear  him,  from 
clalhing  againft  the  prefent  diipenfatipa  of  his  life  and  power  in  their  day 
and  generation ! 

The  pharifees  little  thought  they  would  have  killed  the  prophets,  had  they 
lived  in  their  days :  nay,  they  gready  condemned  their  fathers  for  fo  doing  | 
and  yet  diey  themfelves  crucified  Chrift.  And  many  now  little  think  they 
would  have  crucified  Chrift,  had  they  lived  in  the  days  of  his  fle(h ;  and  yet 
they  diidain,  rqiroach,  and  periecute  the  appearance  of  the  fame  Spirit^  life 
and  power,  as  it  now  appeareth  in  his  iaint^  whom  he  hath  redeemed  and 
dwelieth  in,  and  in  whom  he  manifefbsth  himfelf,  preachetb  and  fufiercth^ 
whatever  men  think  of  them. 

Oh !  blefled  are  they  that  ai^  not  ofiepded.  in  Chrift,  in  the  prefent  a{^)ear- 
ance  of  his  life  and  power !  For  they  are  npt  ofiended  at  him  who  eives  life 
in  the  Father's  name  to  all  that  receive  him  and.  wait  ypQftiiilP»  aqdfworihip 
in  the  quickenings  and  virtue  of  ius  Spirk. 
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Stnne  ^^fitom  anfiveredy  concerning  the  Gentiles  doing  by  Nature  the 
^bings  contained  m  the  Lmo ;  and  Jo  Jhewing  the  Work  of  the  Law 
written  in  their  Hearts,  Rom.  ii.  14.,  15. 

Quell.  I.  13  ^  ^^^^  nature  did  the  Gentiles  the  things  contained  in  the  Jaw? 
IJi  fy  the  enlightened  or  unenlightened  nature  f  By  nature^  as  it 
lieth  corrupted  in  the  fall^  or  by  nature  in  fome  meafure  renewed  by  the  light  of 
Go^s  Spirit  Jhinir^  in  the  heart  f  And  by  what  covenant  was  the  law  written 
in  their  hearts  f  Is  not  the  writing  of  the  law  in  the  heart  a  promife  of  the 
new  covenant  f  And  can  it  be  writ  in  any  hearty  but  by  virtue  of  the  new  cove^ 
nantf  Ismt  the  Uaft  writing  of  the  law  in  the  heart  a  degree  of  the  promife? 
For  the  old  covenant  contains,  only  the  law  in  the  letter  \  but  the  new  covenant 
contains  the  writing  of  the  law  in  the  heart  by  the  Spirit. 

Anjw.  The  apc^le  had  (hewed  before,  that  that  which  might  be  known 
cf  God  was  manifeil  in  them»  for  God  had  fhewed  it  unto  them ;  fo  that 
they  had  a  manifeftation  of  the  light  of  God*s  Spirit  in  them^  whereby 
they  might  diicern  his  eternal  power  and  godhead,  in  or  by  the  thirtgs 
made ;  tor  that  which  is  vifible  fhadows  out  and  declares  that  which  is  in- 
vifible,  which  the  inward  eye  fees^  bein^  opened  by  the  Lord. . 

Now  their  hearts  being  joined  to  this  manifeftation  of  God  within,  it 

changeth  the  heart  and  nature;  and  in  the  changed  heirt  and  nature,  God 

writes  his  law;  and  the  law  being  writ  in  any  meafure  in  the  heart,  it  hath 

feme  power  upon  man,  to  caufe  him  to  fub^eA  to  it,  and  anfwer  i^at  God 

requires  dP  him  thereby ;  and  fo  his  heart  and  confcience  will  accufe  him,  4St 

€xcufe  him,  aa  he  is  found  anfwering  or  rebdling  againft  the  holy  light 

^nd  law  of  God's  Spirit'within,  manifefting  the  will  of;  God  unto  him. 

For  God,  though  he  peculiarly  chofe  the  Jews,  and  in  thatfenfe  had  caft  off 

the  Gentiles,  not  choofing  them  fo  to  be  his  peculiar  people,  yet  he  was 

not  the  God  of  the  Jews  only,  but  of  the  Gentiles  aUb ;  and  had  a  care  of 

their  precious  fouls^  vifiting  diem  with  that  lights  and  inward  manifeftation 

of  his  Spirit,  which  was  able  to  fave  and  deliver  them  irotn  the  darknefi. 

And  it  is  teffified,  they  came  thus  far  by  this  inward  manifeftation  of  God 

in  their  hearts,  and  what  God  had  ihewed  them  thereby^  that  they  knew 

God,  Rom.  i.  21*    They  had  a  true  knowledge  <rf  God  from  the  light 

within ;  they  had  a  meafure'  of  the  pure  and  heavenly  gift :  but  they  were 

not  thankful  for  fo  great  a  gift,  in  tHeir-  dark  ftate ;  and  when  they  came 

to  Ibme  true  knowledge,  dM  not  glorify  God,  according  to  what  they  knew 

of  the  Lord,  from  the  light  of  his  Spirit  within ;  but  ran  out  from  the 

meafure  of  the  gift  into  inis^nations,  into  the  conceivings  of  their  own 

wifdom ;  and  this  brough^  darknels  upon  them^  and  gave  deceit  power 

evec  their  hearts*  -      .  ,,  ;   . 

Naw^ 
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Now,  if  they  had  not  profcffcd  themfelvcs  to  be  wife,  *but  kept  lov  to  ' 
the  manifeftation  of  God's  Spirit,  and  denied  their  own  wifdom,  they  might 
have  been  truly  wife ;  but  running  out  from  the  meafure  of  the  gift,  into 
their  own  wifdom  and  thoughts,  they  became  fools  as  to  the  true  wifdoto, 
and  wandered  into  grois  idolatrous  conceptions,  and  brought  great  judg- 
ments from  God  upon  themfelves.  And  this  was  ibar  condetBnatim  (not 
that  the  light  of  God  had  not  (hone  in  their  hearts ;  not  that  that  which 
might  be  known  of  God  was  not  manifeft  in  them ;  but)  that  tbey  kved 
their  own  dark  wifdamy  thought s^  and  conceivings ^  mere  than  the  manifeftatitm 
of  the  light  of  GoSs  Spirit  within. 

Quefi.  2.  But  if  God  was  the  God  ^f  the  Gentiles^  and  thus  vifited  tbem^ 
Wier€  any  of  them  favedjher-eby  f  Did  not  all  the  Gentiles  unsverfaUy  perifi^  Mi- 
withjlanding  this  light j  or  manifeftation  of  GoSs  Spkit  within  f 

Anfw.  God  forbid,  that  the  inward  manifeftation  of  his  light  and  vifitatioci 
ci  his  Holy  Spirit,  (hould  be  of  no  effect  to  none  of  the  Gentiles;  but  that 
they  (hould  all  perilh  notwithftanding  itl  It  is  teftified  here,  that  fome  of 
them  came  fo  far  as  to  have  their  nature  changed,  fo  that  they  were  a  law 
to  themfelves,  and  did  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the  law;  which 
it  is  impoflible  for  corrupt  fallen  inan  to  da  And  theie  hearkening  to 
that,  and  following  that  which  led  them  thus  far,  could  not  chufe  but  like 
to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge,  which  the  generality  (who  foUowed  their 
own  wifdom)  did  not ;  whereupon  God  gave  them  over  to  a  reprobate  min4y 
ver.  28. 

But  00W9  (hole  that  had  the  law  written  in  their  hearts,  and  angered  it, 
.fearing  God,  and  working  righteoufnels,  and  liking  to  retain  God  in  theii* 
knowledge,  fuch  God  did  not  eive  up  to  a  reprobate  mind,  but  kept  them 
iavoury  to  himfelf,  and  made  them  more  and  more  partakers  of  the  true 
and  inward  circumcifion ;  fo  that  their  want  of  outward  circumcifioa 
was  no  hinderance  to  them  as  to  acceptance  with  God,  but  their  undrcum- 
cifion  went  with  God  for  circumcifion. 

And  this  their  ftate  (from  the  inward  life  and  power)  judged  the  Jew, 
who  boafted  fo  much  of  his  ftate,  becaufe  of  the  letter  of  the  law,  and 
outward  circumcifion,  Rom.  ii.  26,27.  Yea,  this  ftate  (hall  be  juftified  by 
God,  when  God  cometb  to  judge  the  fecrets  of  men  by  Jefus  Cbrift^  according  to 
Wf  Gofpel^  laid  Paul,  ver.  1 6.  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  judge,  who  will  ju&fy 
whatever  his  Spirit  hath  made  known  of  God  the  Father  in  the  hearts  w 
the  Gentiles,  and  them  in  their  ienfe  thereof,  and  fubje£tion  thereto. 

That  man  who  hath  bowed  to  the  Spii:it,  been  taught  by  the  iSpint  (hav* 
ing  had  the  law  of  God  written  in  his  neart),  and  learned  obedience  in  the 
new  nature,  fo  as  to  do  the  things  contained  in  the  law,  and  hath  Received 
the  inward  circumcifion,  which  cutteth  oflT,  teacheth  to  deny,  and  keep 
down  that  which  is  corrupt ;  which  will  never  anfwer  the  law,  nor  fufier 
the  man  in  whom  it  rules  to  anfwer  it ;  I  fay,  be  that  cometh  into  the  fenfe 
pf  Qod's  Spirit,  and  the  law  thereof,  and  into  the  denial  pf  his  own  fpirit^ 

he 
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Jie  bears  that  which  in  fubftance  is  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  which  crucifieth  the 
worldly  nature  and  fpirit  \  and  as  he  is  truly  circumcifed,  fb  muft  he  needs 
alfo  be  juftified  and  faved  under  this  yoke.  For  the  Lord  God  of  life,  the 
Father  of  glory,  will  condemn  none  whom  he  finds  in  Chrift,  fubjedted  to 
Chrift,*one  in  nature  with  the  image  of  his  Son*,  and  Chrift  will  condemn 
none  whom  he  finds  in  his  Spirit,  taught  by  his  Spirit,  receiving  holy  laws 
from  his  Spirit,  and  walking  in  obedience  thereto.  And  indeed  I  doubt 
not,  but  the  merciful  God  hath  faved  many  among  the  Gentiles,  in  all  ages 
and  generations,  by  the  light  of  his  holy  Spirit  working  their  minds  into 
the  fenfe  thereof,  and  into  lubjedtion  thereto,  according  to  the  manifeftation 
thereof  within  them.  iFor  it  is  not  the  having  much  knowledge  that  faves, 
but  the  beins  fubjed  to  the  meafure  of  the  gift  which  comes  from  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Saviour.  4 

Queft.  3.  But  bow  can  tbofe  be  juftified  according  to  PauTs  gofpely  who  never 
bearS  FauFs  gofpel? 

Anfw.  Paul's  gofpel  is  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  the  everlafting  gofpel,  the 
one  gofpel,  which  is  the  power  which  laves,  which  is  manitefted  in  the 
new  covenant  within ;  which  is  hid  in'them  that  are  loft,  but  revealed,  in 
fome  meafure,  in  all  that  are  faved.  Where-cvcr  the  new  covenant  is,  there 
is  the  gofpel  •,  where-ever  the  law  is  in  any  meafure  written  within,  there  is 
fomewnat  of  the  gofpel. 

If  a  man  believe  in  that  which  (hines  within,  which  manifcfts  the  will  of 
God  within,  he*  believes  in  that  power  which  raifed  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
from  the  grave ;  and  if  he  lay  hold  on  it  by  faith,  he  lays  hold  on  God's 
ftrength,  which  inwardly  vifits  to  fave  the  ioul  \  Yea,  and  if  he  obey  it,  he 
obeys  the  gofpel,  and  (haU  not  be  condemned  for  difobedience,  when  Chrift 
appears  in  flames  of  fire,  to  judge  and  condemn  all  the  ungodly. 

XXII. 

Concerning  the  Rule  of  the  Children  of  the  New  Covenant. 

WHAT  was  the  rule  of  the  Jew  outward,  as  to  their  outward  ftate  ? 
Was  not  the  law  and  teftimony  outward  ?  Did  not  God  make  the  law 
in  the  letter  ?  What  is  the  rule  of  the  Jew  inward  ?  Is  not  the  law  and  tef- 
timony inward  ?  Is  not  the  gofpel  a  miniftration  of  Spirit  and  power  ?  And 
is  it  not  a  more  glorious  miniftration  than  the  law  of  the  letter  ?  Under 
the  law,  Godfpake  by^Mofes  and  the  prophets;  but  under  the  gofpel  he 
fpeaketh  by  his  Son  :  and  do  not  the  (heep  hear  his  Son's  (the  true  Shep- 
herd's) voice  ?  We  all,  like  Iheep,  have  gone  aftray ;  but  (blefled  be  mc 
Lord)  are  now  returned  to  the  Shepherd  and  Bifiop  of  our  fouls :  and  (hall 
we  not  hear  him,  and  follow  him,  whitherfoever  he  goes  and  leads  by  his 
holy  and  good  Spirit?  Apropbet  fhalltbe  Lord  your  God  raife  up  unto  youy 
Uke  unto  me  \  bim  fball  ye  bear  in  all  tbingSy  laid  Mofes.  Did  Mofcs  fay. 
Vol.  IL  li  i  My 
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My  ^rords  Q^all be  your  nik ;  or,  the  word^  of  the  prophets  (haft  be  yotir  . 
rote  therr,  in  the  days  of  the  new  covenant?  Nay,  he  did  not  fay  fo;  bat, 
him  Jhall  ye  bear  in  alt  things  •,  tod  he  that  will  not  hear  him  fhall  be  cur 
Off;  yca^  veriiy,  it  is  lb.  He  is  the  miftifter  of  life;  and'  he  that  dyth  not 
hear  Fiim,  and  receive  life,  virtue,  and  power  from  htm,  he  builds  but  from 
the  letter  (from  what  he  apprehends  from  the  letter)  but  is  really  feparatcd 
and  cut  off  from-  the  miniftry  of  the  life  and  power.  He  that  batb  an  eaty 
let  Mm  bear  \  and  he  that  hath  an  heart,  let  him  confider. 

Now,  the  true  Jew,  the  Jew  inward,  in  whofc  heart  God  writes  his  law 
by  the  finger  of  his  Spirit,  he  is  to  read  and  to  meditate  on  the  inward 
law  written  in  his  heart,  as  the  outward  Jew  was  to  read  artd  meditate  on 
the  outward  law.  And  as,  in  obedience  to  the  outward  law,  the  outward 
Jew  wasblefled,  and  free  from  the  curfe,  and  his  outward  enemies;  fo,  irt 
obedience  to  tlve  inward  law  (the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life),  the  inward  Jew 
reaps  the  fpiritual  bleflings,  ahd  becomes  inwardly  free  from  his  inward  and  . 
foirirual  enemies.  Te  Jballknaw  the  irutb^  and  the  truth  Jball  make  you  frecy 
laid  Chrift  to  his  difciplcs ;  and  every  true  difciple  in  the  obedience  of  the 
truth  witnefleth  it. 

And  here  the  myftery  of  sdl  (which  was  outwardly  written  and  teftified 
of)  is  known ;  the  myftery  of  the  law,  tKc  myftery  of  the  prophecies,  the 
inyfl:ery  of  the  gofpel,  the  myftery  of  the  fellowftiip  in  and  with  the  faints 
in  light ;  the  myftery  of  the  faith,  which  is  held  in  a  pure  confcience  -,  the 
myftery  of  the  love,  which  arifeth  from  the  true  and  inwkrd  circumcifion  ^ 
the  myftery  of  the  hope,  which  anchors  within  the  veil,  and  purifies  the 
heart,  as  he  is  pure.  For  the  true  children,  the  children  of  the  heaven-ly 
wifdom,  being  childrdi  of  the  hidden  fife,  are  begotten  'm  a  myftery ;  fof 
the  Spirit  of  God  breatheth  upon  them  no  man  knoweth  how ;  and  thus  is 
every  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit. 

Now  as  they  are  begotten  in  tlic  myftery  of  life,  fo  the  myftery  belongs 
to  them,  and  is  revealed  and  opened  in  them  -,  infomuch  that  they  know 
God  riot  only  as  outwardly  defcribed,  bur  as  inwardly  revealed  and  mani- 
fefted  in  Chrift,  his  bright  and  heavenly  image. 

So  here  the  one  truth  is  known,  even  as  it  is  in  Jefus ;  the  one  way  is 
known ;  the  one  name  of  the  Lord  (which  is  and  was  the  ftrong  tower  in 
all  ages  and  generations,  which  the  righteous  did,  and  do  ftill,  fly  unto  and 
are  fafe)  is  known ;  here  the  one  baptifm  is  known ;  here  the  one  fupper  is 
known :  yea,  here  the  One  God  is  worihipped,-  as  Father  and  Son,  in  the 
One  Spirit  and  truth.  So  that  here  is  no  dreaming  in  the  night,  by  mens 
comprehendings  and  conceivings  upon  the  fcriptures ;  but  here  is  feeing 
with  the  true  eye,  in  a  meafure  of  the  li^ht  of  the  everlafting  day,  which  is 
given  to  the  children  of  light,  who  live  m  the  light,  and  waSc  in  the  ligbt^ 
and  in  the  true  light  (which  now  fliioes)  fet  die  pure  and  eternal  light  daily 
more  and  more. 

Who 
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Who  would  not  count  all  drofs  and  dung  (even  all  the  knowledge  he 
can  gather  and  comprehend  of  himielf )  for  the  excellency  of  this  knowKsdge 
wJiich  God  gives  to  thofe  that  are  turned  to  the  light  and  power  of  l\is 
Spirit,  from  the  darknefs  of  their  own  thoughts,  realbnings,  ana  conceiving! 
upon  the  fcriptures,  and  do  wait  upon  him  therein,  even  in  his  holy  temple, 
night  and  day  ?  For  all  under  the  goQ)el  are  to  be  priefts  to  God ;  and  all 
his  priefts  are  to  wait  upon  him,  and  worlhip  him  in  his  holy  temple ;  and 
to  watch  diligently  that  neither  the  fire  go  out,  nor  die  lamp  go  out,  nor 
the  fait  be  wanting  to  feafon  and  keep  the  heart  melted  and  broken,  that 
it  may  be  a  continual  acceptable  facrifice  to  the  Lord. 

Time  was,  when  we  alio  did  believe  that  the  fcriptures  were  the  only 
Tide  of  faith  and  praBice  \  and  ib  bent  ourfelves  to  fearch  out  and  obferve 
what  we  found  written  therein,  hoping  thereby  to  have  atuined  to  that,  which 
our  fouls  defired  after.  But  we  found  ^  the  directions  thereof  weak  as  to  us, 
through  the  fleOi,  and  fin  had  ftill  power  over  us  ;  and  we  knew  not  what 
it  was  to  be  made  free  by  the  Son  ;  free  by  the  truth,  free  indeed  from  that 
which  ftood  near  to  tempt  and  draw  us  into  fin.  But  when  the  light  of 
God's  holy  Spirit  ihined  upon  us,  and  our  minds  were  by  him  turned  there- 
to, and  his  law- written  on  our  hearts,  in  and  by  the  new  covenant,  which 
'  he  revealed  in  us,  and  made  widi  us,  in  and  through  his  Son ;  then  we  felt 
ithe  mintftration  all  the  power  of  the  cndkis  life,  and  were  experimentally 
afiured,  that  in  the  goipel-adminiftration,  which  is  an  adminift ration  of  the 
Spirit  and  power,  nothing  lefs  than  Spirit  and  power,  can  be  the  rule. 

Mark ;  In  the  old  covenant,  letter  (or  outward  dtre(5tions)  was  a  rule ; 
rbut  the  Uvihg  commandment,  or  Word  in  the  heart,  is  the  rule  in  the 
•nav  covenant ;  living  laws ;  laws  livingly  written ;  laws  that  give  life  to 
them  in  whom  they  are  written ;  they  are  the  living,  powerful,  and  efitdtual 
rule. 

Nor  do  we  undervalue  the  fcriptures,  in  thus  giving  honour  to  Chrift 
.and  his  Spirit  *,  for  it  is  their  honour  to.teftify  of  Chrift  and 'of  his  Spirit, 
who  is  the  pure,  ceruin,  infallible  rule  of  the  new  life,  and  who  gives  to 
fulfill  all  the  holy  dhrcAions,  which  are  written  in  the  fcriptures,  concernihg 
the  way  of  life. 

A  man,  at  a  diftance,  may  eafily.fpeak  uncertainly;  but  let  a  man  He 
rjoined  to  God's  Spirit,  and  feel  his  holy  nature,  movings,  leadings,  and 
guidings,.  he  caQnot  but  acknowledge. them  to  be  his  certain  and  in^ible 
rule ;  for  nothing  is  more  certain  thai  God's  Spirit,  than  the  holy  anoint- 
ing, which  is  truth  and  no  lie,  a$$d  leads  *into  all  irmik^  Md  &ut  of  tvny  He 
»anaideeeiL  .  .     « 
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Same.  Queries  concerning  the  Law^  or  Word;  Statutes^  TeJIimonies, 
JudgmentSf  &c.  which  David  was  Jo  delighted  in,  and  prayed  Jo 
earnejily  for. 

DA  V I D  faid,  Thy  JVcrd  is  a  lantern  to  my  feet^  and  a  light  to  my  paths. 
He  found  it  fweeter  than  the  bmey^  and  the  honey-comb.  He  dcfircd  to 
be  taught  God's  ftatutes^  and  to  learn  the  way  of  bis  freceptSy  &c.  as  may  be 
abtindantly  read,  PfaL  xhc.  and  in  other  places. 

^ery  i .  What  was  this  Word  or  Law,  which  there  was  fuch  an  earneft 
defire  in  David  after;  by  obferving  whereof  he  became  wiler  than  his 
Teachers  ?  Was  it  the  law  of  Mo^es,  the  law  outward  i  or  was  it  the  Word 
and  Law  of  life  inward  ? 

If  it  be  faid,  //  was  the  law  of  Mofes ;  then  I  query  in  the  fecond  place : 

^ery  2.  What  rule  had  David  from  the  law  of  Mofes  to  fay.  That  God 
dejired  not  facrifice^  nor  delighted  in  burnt-ofierings  ?  Did  not  God  defire  and 
require  of  his  people  under  the  law  that  they  (hould  perform  theie  things  ? 
And  did  he  not  accept  of  them,  and  delight  in  them»  when  they  performed 
them  aright  in  faith  and  obedience  to  him  ?  Was  not  the  Lord  pkafed 
with  Abel's  facrifice  I  And  did  not  God  fmell  a  fweet  (avour  in- Noah's  fa- 
crifice  ?  How  could  David  fay  in  truth,  and  fcom  a  true  Spirit,  th^U  God  dtd 
neither  defire  them,  nor  delight  in  them  ? 

^!f^  3*  Ought  not  David  to  try  this  Spirit,  which  fpake  thus  in  hini, 
whether  it  was  of  God  or  no  ?  Should  he  receive  a  teftimony  from  any 
Spirit  ib  direftly  contrary  in  appearance  to  the  foregoing  teftimonies  of  God-s 
Spirit  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  without  a  full  and  certain  evidence  and  demon- 
llration  that  it  was  the  Spirit  of  God  ? 

^uery  4.  How  was  David  to  try,  or  how  might  he  Certainly  try  this  Spirit, 
whether  it  was  of  God  or  no  ?  Was  he  to  try  it  thus»  whether  it  fpake  ac- 
cording to  the  teftimony  and  law  of  Mofes,  according  to  what  Mofes  had 
feoken  in  this  matter,  which  certainly  was  of  God,  and  was  given  by  God 
mr  a  law  or  rule  to  that  people  the  Jews  ?  If  he  had  tried  it  thus,  would 
he  not  have  judged  it  a  Ijpirit  different  from  the  Spirit  of  Mofes,  fpeaking 
contrary  to  the  law  and  teftimonies  which  God  gave  forth  by  him  i  For  facri- 
fice and  burnt-offering  was  ftridly  required  there,  and  &xl  often  teftified 
his  acceptance  thereof,  and  delight  therein.  So  that  God  did  accept  and 
did  delight  therein  in  one  refpeA,  and  did  not  accept  nor  delight  at  all  in 
them,  in  another  rdjpeft ;  but  his  aim  was  at  another  thing,  and  at  other 
facrifices,  which  David  clearly  faw.  And  fo  David's  eye,  mind,,  heart,  and 
fpi^t  being  gathered  inward, .  even  thither  where  God's  eye  and"  heart  was, 
he  there  had  a  dear  fight,  and  gave  a  certain  found  concerning  what  was  ac- 
ceptable in  die  eye  of  the  Lord,  and  whait  not  s  and  fo  faith,  God  did  not  de- 
fin 
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fire  facrifice^  nor  delight  in-  himf -offerings  Pfal.  li,  16.  Though  the  language 
of  the  law  of  Mofcs  fpeaketh  far  otherwife,  where  circumcifion,  facrifices, 
and  fuch  outward  things  are  exprelled  as  of  great  value  with  the  Lord,  and 
as  gre&t  and  high  privileges,  which  were  bellowed  upon  that  people  in  that 
day. 

^^lery  5.  May  not  the  fame  Spirit,,  or  the  children  of  God  in  the  fame 
Spirit,  fay  to  the  Lord  in  this  aay,  concerning  thines  of  the  fame  outward 
nature,  TJbouJe/irefi  notfucb  outward  things^  elfe  would  we  perform  them.  Thou 
delighteft,  not  in  outward  fiadows  of  the  things  of  the  kingdom.  Thou  dejireft  not 
outward  wajhing  the  bodf  with  water ^  or  eating  and  drinking  of  outward  bread 
and  winey  which  avail  no  more  than  circumcifion  and  the  paffover.  If  thy  delight 
were  in  things  of  this  nature^  and  thou  didft  require  them  of  uSy  how  wHlinghf 
would  we  be  found  in  the  praHice  of  them  before  thee :  But  thy  delight  is  in  that 
water  which  wafieth  the  foul  from  its  filthy  and  in  the  fouls  that  are  wa/hed 
therewith.  And  thou  dejireft  to  fee  thy  children  feeding  on  the  living  breads  the 
bread  which  comes  down  from  heaven^  and  to  drink  of  the  wine  which  refrejheth^ 
and  maketbglad  the  heart  both  of  God  and  man. 

^uery  6.  If  any  of  the  children  of  the  Moft  High  fhould  in  this  feel  the 
life  wherewith  God  hath  quickened  them  open  in  their  hearts,  and  fuch  a 
teftinK>ny  arifing  from  his  Spirit  in  them,  now  fhould  they  try  whether  this 
fpirit  and  voice  were  of  God  or  no  ?  Should  they  look  into  the  writings  of 
the  evangelifts  and  apoftles,  to  fee  whether  baptifm  with  outward  water,  and 
eating  of  outward  bread,  and  drinking  of  outward  wine,  was  ever  com- 
manded and  praftifed  in  the  apoftles  days  ?  And  if  they  fuppofe  ftrondy 
that  it  was  commanded,  or  find  it  was  pradifed,  may  they  thereupon  farcly 
conclude  that  it  is  a  wrong  fpjrit,  and  wrong  voice,  that  teftifietb  thus  in 
them,  and  not  the  voice  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ?  Had  David  tried  and 
judged  thus,  might  not  he  have  judged  and  condemned  the  Spirit  and  voice 
of  God  in  his  day  ?  And  if  we  try  and  judse  in  this  manner,  may  not  wc 
judge  and  condemn  the  Spirit  and  voice  ot  God  in  our  day  ?  David  faw 
clearly  that  outward  facrifices  were  not  the  abiding  thing,  but  fignifications 
of  that  which  was  abiding «,  and  this  fight  greatly  (hook  them  in  his  fpirit. 
The  Lord  hath  likewife  fhewn  us  clearly  that  outward  water,  bread,  and 
wine  are  not  the  fubftantial,  the  fpiritual,  the  heavenly  water,  the  heavenly 
bread  and  wine ;  but  of  the  nature  of  fuch  things  as  were  to  be  fliaken,  that 
thofe  things  which  cannot  be  Ibaken  may  remain  in  the  gplpel  Itate  and 
kingdom. 

Oh!  therefore,  let  men  take  heed  how  they  build,  or  how  theyjudttc* 

concerning  the  appearances  of  God,  by  their  own  apprehenfions  upon  tl^ 

letter  of  the  fcriptures.     But  let  every  one  be  careful  to  build  upon  the 

rock  Chrift ;  upon  his  Spirit,  his  life,  his  power  inwardly  revealed,  which 

the  birth  which  is  of  him  knows  \  and  that  birth  being  kept  to,  reveals  in 

and  to  us :  but  no  man,  by  his  own  conceivings  and  apprehenfions  upon 

the  letter,  ever  knew,  or  can.know>  the  Spirit  and  voice  of  the  Lord. 

'  >ir  And 
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And  thus  men  may  come,  waiting  here  m  hamtlity  and  fear  upon  the 
liOrd,  to  judge  title  and  righteous  judgment  concerning  the  appearances  of 
God,  and  the  things  of  his  kingdom ;  which  they  can  never  do  by  their 
ov^  underftanding,  and  comprehending  things  from  the  fcriptures,  out  of 
the  light  and  quickening  life  of  God's  Spirit.  For  man  is  dead,  dark,  and 
corrupt,  but  as  lie  is  quickened,  lenKghtcned,  and  his  heart  fanftified  by 
God's  Holy  Spirit.  What  can  a  dead  man  fee?  What  can  a  dead  man 
hear  ?  Can  he  hear  the  living  found  before  he  is  quickened  by  it  ?  Do  not 
the  fcriptureS  relate,  and  treat  of,  fpiritual  things  ?  And  can  the  natural 
man  underftand  them  ?  Can  man's  unholy  mind  underftand  the  words  of 
.God's  pure  Holy  Spirit,  which  were  given  forth  through  veficls  tliat  were 
fandified  (fome  from  the  womb),  and  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  upon 
them,  and  they  gathered  by  his  Spirit  into  an  holy  living  lenfc  ? 

Oh  !  that  men  faw  their  need  of  the  Lord,  to  open  their  hearts,  and  that 
fleth  might  be  filent  in  them,  that  they  might  come  to  witnefs  the  birth  of 
God's  Spirit,  and  the  precious  undcrftanding  of  the  heavenly  things  which 
is  therein  given !  And  then  that  underftandmg  which  is  not  precious,  nor 
living,  nor  of  God,  1)ut  of  themfelves,  would  not  -be  of  fo  grea^  value  with 
them  :  for  indeed,  through  this  great  miftake,  many  (fome  whereof  are 
zealous  and  knowing,  according  to  the  efteem  of  men)  rejeft  that  which  is 
of  God,  and  fet  up  that  which  is  of  themfelves,  even-of  their  own  appre- 
Tiending  and  conceiving  •,  which  will  be  bitttmefi  and  forrow  in  the  latter 
end,  when^that  eye  fliall  be  opened  in  them,  which  is  at  prefent  clofed  in 
too  too  niany. 

Blefled  is  he  who  can  truly  fay,  ^be  Lord  batb  vpened  an  eye  in  me^  even 
^the  true  eye^  the  pure  eye^  the  living  eye  \  and  teitb  that  eye  I  now  fee ;  but 
with  the  eye  wherewith  I  Jaw  before^  I  nirw  fee  not :  and  now  I  know  the  dif^ 
ference  between  feeing  the  fame  things  with  my  own  eye^  and  with  the  eye  which 
God  hath  given  me.  So  that  now  my  earneji  dejire  and  prayer  to  the  Lord  isy 
to  keep  open  in  me  for  ever  that  eye  which  he  hath  opened  \  and  alfo  to  keep 
that  eye  puty  which  he  in  his  tender  mercy  to  me  hath  been  pleafed  to  clofe  up 
in  me. 

And  truly  this  is  the  grolind  of  the  great  difference  between  us  and 
others,  about  the  things  or  God  -,  for  though  we  own  the  fame  things,  and 
fpeak  of  the  fame  things,  yet  we  own  them  not  alike,  nor  fpeak  of  them 
alike'.  *Why  fo?  Bfccaule  we  fee  them  with  different  eyes,  and  fo  have  a 
different  fcnfe  of  them. 

Others  call  things  tnfc,  and  fo  acknowledge  them  as  they  apprehend  them 
from  the  letter :  we  call  things  true,  as  they  arc  demonftrated  to  us  by 
God*s  Spirit,  and  as  we  feel  the  virtue,  life,  and  power  of  them  from  God, 
in  our  hearts. 

Now  this  we  are  aflbred  is  the'  true  wzj  of  knowledge ;  therefore  is  it 
our  hearts  defire  (in  true  love  to  all,  efpecially  to  thofe  in  whom  there  are 
any  tender  breathings  after  God),  that  people  might  fo  wait  upon  the  Lord, 

as 
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as  that  they  might  be  led  by  him  into  it» ,  and  quickened  daily  more  and 
more  by  him  in  it. 

And  indeed  thofe  teachings  and  demonftrations  of  truth,  which  arc 
given  and  received  ^in  the  pure  fenfe,  and  in  the  quickening  Ufe,  they  are 
the  teachings  of  Goa*s  Spirit  according  to-  the  new  covenant ;  which  is  a 
miniftration  not  of  the  letter  (no,  not  of  thole  Ihadowy  or  dead  things 
which  are  adminiftered  therein),  but  of  the  power  and  life.  For  the  law 
is  letter,  but  the  gofpel  is  Spirit  and  power.  The  gofpel-ftate  is  a  ftate  of 
fulHlling  thofe  things  in  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  endlefs  life,  in  the 
new  covenant,  which  were  Ipoken  of,  promifed>  and  ihadowed  out  under 
the  law  in  the  old  covenant. 

XXIV. 

Some  Obfervations  omY-gt.  iii.  14,  15,  16. 

Wherefore  lehvti^  fi^^S^  that  ye  look  for  fuch  things^  be  diligent  \  that  ye  may  be 
found  of  htm  in  peace^  'without  Jpot  and  blamelefs.  And  account  that  the  long- 
fuffering  of  our  Lord  isfalnfation ;  even  as  our  beloved  brother  Paul  alfoy  ac- 
cording to  the  wi/dom^fven  mi  a  hiniy  hath  written  unto  you :  As  alfo  in  all  his 
epiftles ;  fpeahng  in  theth  of  fbefe  things  \  in  which  are  fome  things  hard  to  be 
underftoody  wifiab  they  ihat^c^re  unlearned  and unjtable  wrefty  as  they  do  alfo  the 
other  fcriptures  unto  their  -cwn^deJiruSion* 

Obferv.  i.  TT  7  H  AT  Peter,  PauU  apd  the  reft  of  the  holy  men- of  God 

yV  wrote  of.  They  .wrote  of  the  trace  of  the  goffel:  thejr 
wrote  of  the  fufferit^s  of  Cbrift^  and  the  glcrn  that  pould  follow^  and  the  faU 
vatiott  of  the  foul\  and  true  reft,  which  believers  Ihould  receive,  and  enter 
into  in  him,  i  Pet.  i.  2,  iSc.  and  Heb.  iv^  39.  They  wrote  concerninja;  the 
times  of  reformation^  wherein  thofe  things  ftiduld  be  reformed  under  the  fe- 
cond  covenant,  which  had  been  acnifs  under  the  firft,  Heb.  viii.  They  wrote 
of  the  times  of  rejiitution^  and  refrejhing  from  theprefence  of  the  Lcrdy  Afts  iii, 
19.21.  For  in  the  new  covenant,  there  is  a  renewir^  and  reftoring'-,  aad  thf 
pure  prefcnce  of  God,  which  refrelket^hj  is  witneffed  and  enjoyed  there* 
They  wrote  of  the  everlafting.  kingdom,  the  kingdom  which  cannot  he  fhaken^ 
Heb.  xii.  28.  which  ftands  in  that  power  which  (hakes  all  things  tHat  may 
be  flhaken,  but  itfelf  b  unmovcable^  They  wrote  of  the  dei^  ofthefL^d^ 
the  day  of  the  gofpel^  which  brings  darknefs  and  confudon  upon  mah^s  fpiri; 
and  glory,  and  defolation  upon  his.  buildings,,  melting  and  diiToiving  the 
old  heavens  and  the  old  earth,;  wherein  unri^'teoufncls.  had  a  place,  and 
bringing  forth  the  new  beavenf  and  the  ww  earthy  whprein  dwolU  righ-^ 
teouineis,  Ifai.  li.  i6« 

For  if  ofPf  man  ie  in  Cbrifiy.fl{ere  is  a  new  jreation ;  old  tbinp  pafs  a^ag^ 
and  all  things  became  newy  at  CAriftfs  aggearibg  in  hU  glory  jua  the  Jicart  ^ 

to 
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to  which  they  that  truly  bdicve  in  him,  cannot  but  haften ;  that  the  earth, 
with  the  works  thereof,  may  be  burnt  up,  and  the  heavens  alio  \  that  ib 
the  new  heavens,  and  the  new  earth,  may  be  inwardly  witneflcd  and  ex- 
perienced, and  the  ,King  of  Glory  found  fitting  on  his  throne,  and  reign- 
ing therein. 

Obferv.  2.  How  Peter  and  Paul,  with  the  reft  of  the  apoftles  and  holy 
men  of  God,  wrote.  They  wrote  according  to  the  wifdom  given  unto  them. 
They  wrote  not  in  their  own  wills,  or  according  to  their  own  wiidom ;  but 
kept  to  the  gift  and  light  of  the  Spirit,  which  they  had  received  from  the 
Lord.  They  waited  to  obfcrve  the  Lord  go  before,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
move,  and  alfo  give  ability  ftom  the  meafure  and  gift  of  life,  which  he  had 
beftowed  upon  them. 

And  thefe  are  the  proper  limits,  of  writing  and  fpeaking  under  the- mini* 
ftration  of  the  gofpeU  which  is  a  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  and  power,  and 
not  of  the  literal  knowledge  of  things,  according  to  man^s  und^rftanding 
and  compreheniion. 

Obferv.  3.  That  there  are  fome  things  in  the  writings  of  Paul  (and  in  the 
other  fcriptures  alfo),  hard  to  be  underftood  \  which  every  one  that  hath 
true  life  and  true  fenfe,  does  not  at  firft  underftand,  but  only  fuch  as  are 
grown  to  a  capacity.  For  the  writings  of  the  apoftks,  wA  miniftrations  of 
the  Spirit,  are  to  feveral  ftates  and  capacities,  and  can  only  be  underftood 
according  to  the  growth  and  capacitv  of  each  ftatc ;  much  lefs  can  the  carnal 
mind  underftand  or  digeft  that  whicn  is  high  and  fpiritual. 

Obferv.  4.  That  tliere  are  ibme  among  thofe  whom  the  Lord  vifiteth,  and 
reacheth  to  by  his  power,  who  do  not  attain  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
nor  come  to  the  eftabliftiment  therein :  fome  that  are  always  learninj^,  but 
never  come  to  the  true,  heavenly,  fpiritual  knowledge  of  the  things  of  God ; 
fome  that  know  Chrift  only  according  to  the  letter,  but  not  according  to  his 
Spirit  and  power*  Some  there  are  that  learn  in  fuch  a  way,  as  they  can 
never  come  truly  and  thoroughly  to  underftand :  for  it  is  God  that  opencth 
the  heart  and  ear-,  it»is  Chrift  who  hath,  and  giveth,  the  key  of  knowledge  \ 
but  many  learn  what  they  can  of  the  things  of  God  and  Chrift,  without 
havii^  their  hearts  and  ears  opened  by  the  Lord,  and  without  the  true 
key  of  knowledge ;  and  to  thole  rentain  unlearned  and  unftable  as  to  the 
myftery  of  godiinds,  as  to  the  myftery  of  life  and  falvation,  and  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  things  of  God's  kingdom. 

Obferv.  5.  That  thofe  who  are  unlearned  and  unftable  in  the  myftery  of 
truth,  are  wrefters  of  the  fcripture.  They  cannot  underftand  things  as  they 
are,  not  having  the  key ;  and  fo  they  wreft  them,  and  ftrtve  to  make  them 
i^ak,  as  they  apprehend  and  would  have  them. 

]  And  here  m  this  ftate,  in  this  wifilom,  is  both  adding  to,  and  diminifli- 
ing  from,  the  holy  words  of  truth :  for  in  njany  places  they  add  of  their 
own  conceivings,  and  ia  other  places  diaunifli  from  the  drift  and  intent 
of  GodiH  Spirit 

Obfirv. 
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Ohferv.  6.  That  wrefting^  the  fcriptur^s  tends  to  the  deftru6tioa  of 
thofe  that  do  it.  God  is  the  Saviour,  and  the  holy  words  of  the  Saviour 
tend  to fave ;  butbeing  bent  afide  by  man's  nature  and  fpirit,  they  are  not 
the  fame  they  were  when  they  came  from  God,  nor  have  at  all  that  virtue 
and  nature  in  them.  - 

And  indeed  wrefting  the  fcriptures  is  an  high,  prefumptuous,  and  pro- 
voking a£t,  and  brings  God's  difpleafure  againft,  and  curfe  upon,  the  IbuL 
.  Now  it  is  impo0iDle  for  any  man  not  to  wreft  the  fcriptures,  unlefs  he 
keep  clofe  to  God's  Spirit  to  receive  from  him  the  underftanding  of  them ; 
for  the  injpiratim  of  the  Almighty  giveib  underftandini^  and  not  another  thing. 
God  knoweth  what  he  intended,  in  the  words  he  fpake  concerning  the 
heavenly  things ;  but  man  knoweth  not,  but  as  his  fpirit  is  opened  and 
enlightened  by  the  Lord. 

Blefled  is  he  who  waiceth  upon  and  watcheth  to  God*s  Spirit  in  reading^ 
the  Scriptures,  .not  lean'mg  to  his  own  underftanding  and  apprehenfion  of 
things,  but  waiting  to  feel  his  mind  opened  and  quickened  by  the  Lord, 
that  in  the  renewings  x£  his  mind  he  may  learn  of  God  that  which  is  new 
and  living,  which  is  not  comprehended  in  the  letter  (or  in  literal  defcriptions 
of  things)  but  in  the  Sl^nt  and  power  itfelf,  which  is  the  limits  of  the  new 
covenant,  out  of  whi^h*  cbe  children  of  life  are  not  to  depart,  but  to  abide, 
dweU,  and  grow  up  theitin. 

XXV. 

f 

Concerning  the  gojpel  miniftry^  or  right  way  of  teaching  and  learning 

the  myjlery  of  life  and  fahation. 

T  T  r  HEN  Chrift  came  in  thefodltufs  of  Hm^  in  that  body  prepared  for 
yV  him  by  the  Father  (he  who  was  filled  with  the  Spirit,  and  anointed 
01  God  to  preach  the  gofpel),  he  preached  the  kingdom  of  God,  bidding 
men  feek  it,  direAing  them  where  to  feek  it,  and  how  they  might  find  it ; 
telling  them,  in  feveral  parables,  what  it  was  like,  axui  where  to  look  for 
it,  even  within  their  own  hearts  -,  and  that  they  might  the  better  difcern  ir, 
(hadowed  out  the  being,  nature,  and  properties  of  it,  in  feveral  refem- 
blances.  He  compared  it  to  a  treafure  bid  in  a  fields  which  the  wife  mercbant 
felkth  all  to  buy  \  x,o  a  pari  bid  in  the4artb%  xo4tloft  piece  ofJUver^  wbici 
iJbtf  that  fweep  their  own  boufes^  and  fear eb  with  the  true  candle^  may  find  \  to 
a  talent  (tor  fuch  is  the  free-sift  of  the  pure  and  heavenly  l^e)  \  to  leaven 
(bidden  leaven) ;  to  ^feed\  xojalt^  .&c.. 

So  when  Chrift  fent  his  apoftles  after  him,  in  the  fiune  Spirit  and  power 
wherein  he  himfelf  came  and  miniftered,  be  fern  them  to  preach  the  fame 
thing,  giving  them  this  mefiage  to  declare  to  men,  that  God  is  lights  and  in 
him  is  no  darknefs  at  all\  and  ibat  Qnp  is  the  tMf,  the  truth  and  the  life% 
and  that  the  life  was  manifefled  \  fo  diat  they  heard,  and  law,  and  tafted,  and 
Vol.  II.  K  k  k  bandied 
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hinBIed  of  it ;  and  fo  were  to  cfirc^  men  horw  t6  come  inter  feltewftip  with 
them  m  this  life^  and  to  walk  in  the  figh^^  as  God- is  ht  iJ^e  HgbL 

Thus  Paul  Kkcwife,  whb^  was  fenr  after  the  reft,'  was*^t  to  turii  men 
fhnn  darknefs  to-  hgbfy  and  f rem  the  power  dfSa^an  ttntv  €(^.A&s  xxvi.  i8. 

Now  people  being  turned  to  the  light  (where  they  may-receive  under- 
ffaftdlng,,  and  feel  vkfoe^  land  kn6\v  tfie'anointtng^  ^ndhear  theviorce  of 
the'fhepherd),  thofe  wIk)  are  over  them  in  the  Lorc^,  and' an?  made  ufe  of 
by  him  as  inftruments  to  turn  their  mmds  hither,  *mray  be  fenffble  of  theic 
cdhdirions,  and  may  have  a  word  of  cfirefHon  from  God.  to.  fpeak  to  them^ 
Arid  this  teaching  is  ftot  the  teaching  of  man»  but  the  teachmg  of  the  toly- 
anointing;  and  he  that  heareth  this  teaehtng,  heareth  Chtift  v  and  he  that 
rge6teth  this  teaching;  tejefts  Chrift.*  ^     ' 

Yet  (though  the  Lord  plcafeth  thgs  to  minifterfrom  the  heavenly  tfeji- 
fbre  in  Tome  veffelsj  which  he  hatfr'  prepared  for  that  end)  people  are  not 
rfways  to  be  expeftifig  penfions,  or  portions  of  food-  from  others  wrriioot  j 
but  to  know  and  to  come  to  the  bread- amf  water  of  life  m  their  own  houfes, 
that  there  they  mfay  eat  the  fldh  of  theSon  of  man,  and  drink  his  Mood; 
Bs  aH  do  who  have  true  life  in  them. 

'  Now  to  give  forth  precepts  of  holinefs  (as  the  way  i it  the  apoftafy  hath 
been)  before  men^  miMs  are  turned  to  that  which  enlr^hteneth,  and  g^veth 
power  to  believe  and  obey;  that  is  not  the  way  of  thegolpel;  but  thd 
way  of  the  gofpel  is  to  bring  to  the  foundation  of  light  and  life  in  the  par- 
tkular,  and  fo  to  difletde  the  Ipirit  from  that  which  is  dead,  and  found  it 
upon  that  which  is  living ;  that  a  living  building  of  pure  life,  of  living  ma- 
terials, of  living  ftones,  may  be  raifed  up  unto  the  Lofd;  in  which  temple  he 
dwells  and  appears,  exercifing  his  authority  and  power.- 
-  For  indeed  God  dwelleth  in  the  temples  of  his  own  buildipg,  which  are 
bdilt  by  and  in  his  Spirit;  but  in  2^1  other  tempfes,  ^liich  am  built  out  of 
ihe  Spirit,  tod  imfy  bjr  men  (not  by  God)  in  a  way  bf  mitation  from 
the  letter,  in  w^hich  they  fet  up  the  Kkfcneffes  of  thifigs,  and  fo  fet  thcm- 
Iblves  to  pray  and  preach,  according  to  riieir  apprehending  and  forming  of 
things ;  I  fay,  in  thefe  buildings  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  not  j  but 
that  ipirit  which  hath  thus  deceived  them. 

And  thus  men  erring  in  their  hearts  concerniiig  the  light,  concerning 
the  power,  concerning  the  foundation  (not  knowing  how  it  is  indeed  laid 
in  Sion)  concerning  the  fcriptures  of  truth  (which  can  only  be  underilood 
in  the  light  and  tnQ)iratioh  of  the  Almighty,  from  whence  they  were  given 
ibrth)  they  can  never  come  to  kiiowChrift  and  his  Spirit -livmgly  revealed 
in  power  in  their  own  hearts,  nor  the  new  and  living  way,  and  how  to  walk 
therein,  nor  the  fruthasit  is  mjejks^  according  to  rfie  miniftration  of  the 
New  Teftament  (whifih  fe  riot  afwr  the  letter,  but  afler  the  Spirit),  nor  the 
new  covenant,  whkh  fe  made  with  the  Ibul  in  Chrift,  Svhercin  all  thki^  arc 
made  new,  and  the  eSd^eld^e  away;  nor- Ae  law  trf"  the  Spirit  of  life  in 
thrift  Jeftis  WfiM^  'ih^the^beartj^  which  Uota  out  Ae  other  W,  c^cn  .the* 

law 
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taw  of  .fin  and  deaths  and  maksil  free  thereftooi ;  and  fo  they  canoot^wic* 
nc6  what  it  is  td  Conie  ifo^  uoder.dbe  law,  when?  fin  rcigos,  into  and  unddr 
grace^  where  fife  reigns  and  hath  the  dominion.  • 

Who  knows  the  truth  which  makes  feee  ?  Could  men  then,  fajr,  they  fhaU 
never  be  made  free  from  the  body  of  fin  on  this  fide  the  grave  ?  Who  baih 
reclHved  grace  f»r  grace  frcm  Qmfi.  JefiU  the  Lord^  and  knows  the  virtue  of 
It?  Could  men  thcai  leftify  agaiidlt  it  for  fia;  ^  if  the  grace  of  thrift 
(XMild  never  delhmr  from  i^  and  give  dominion  over  it  hot;  in  this  life  i 
ffho  knows  the  faith  which  gives  vidtorjFy  the  hope  wlucfa  purifies,  the  love 
which  unites  to  God,  and  conftiama  unto  the  obedience  of  the  gofpel,  an4 
whofe  ftrength  in  the  he»ri  is  .ftroi^r  than  the  ftrength  of  death? 

Oh !  the  go^J-religion,  the  gofpei^fptrtt,  the  gofpd^power,  the  goi^^eU 
love,  the  gpfpel-faith,  the  golbel^obalience,  die  gofpel-knowledge,  die 
^fpel-wodhip,  hath  been  loft  tor  many  ages  and  generations  I  And  nosr 
God  hath  caufed  it  to  fiune  forth  and  appear  again,  what  a  flood  of  re» 
proaches  doth  the  dragon  fiuid  forth  ag;ainft  it  ?  And  how  do  men  ftcive  to 
upfadd  their  dead  knowledge,  and  theh*  dead  buildings^  their  dead  wayi^ 
their  dead  wor&ips,  Wd  whkh  they  think  highly  of,  and  magnify  \  bkf* 
xrfiemtag  that  wUish  n.  living,  which  came  from  God,  is  accompanied  with 
his  power,  and  hath  the  evidence  and  demooftradoa  of  his  Spirit  /gotQg 
plong  with  It ! 

Well,  aU  fiejb  is  grafs^  Md  Us  hemOyfisaU  faie^  Let  it  paint  and  make 
a  flouriih  as  long  as  it  can ;  yet  the  breath  of  the  Lord  hath  blown  upon 
\h  and  it  is  already  withered,  and  &all  wither  daily  more  and  more.  Itut 
the  Word  of  the  Lord,  which  quickeacfih  and .  .chaD§6th  the  heart  (which 
his  defpifed  fervants  have  been  vifited  with,  and  have  teftified,  and  do  teftijfy 
of)  fiiaJl  abide  forever,  when  that  fpirit,  wifdoih,  and rehgioQ,  wiiich  hath 
oppofed,  (hall  vaniih  iilbe  fmoke,  and  fink  under  eternal  condemnation. 
.... 

XXVI. 

^  few  Wards  ^TKernin^  thcydd  and  new  Cdymant -,    "with  fome 

^eries  tierei^ti.    . 

Tim  0U  cmenant  visas  that  covtenant  which  God  made  with'that 
people  <be  Jews,  when  he  aooktbem  by  die  hand  to  bring  thei^  oot 
of  the  land  of  Egypt  outward  The  new  umkim^  %  4^at  ^cov«iiant'  Whi^b 
God  m^riaes  mth  the  iboi,  when  he  ndoes  at  ^  tbe  hand  to  lead  itout  of 

Ejgyptiriwani,  which  is  t^eJafidilfd[arknK6  ai^  '^ 

\'T)KMcwenMt  mis  mw^  iKoth- the  outward  (>^pfa,  with  the  fted^et 
Abraham  acconisng  tso  the  flo^«  The  nmo  i^iwMttf^'b  ^made  with^thtf aftvlFaKl 
people,  wstfa  the  ftsd  of  Ahraham.iflK:cai:diagaO'iSiit<^^  4l:ctodiilg  to^^ 
rath,,  according  m  the  prooiife :  for  in  this  cwwaat,  not  they  liuacbie'thttf 
children  of  the  flelh  are  of  Abraliam  \  but  the  children  ^  tht  )irMl£ft  lai 
accounted  for  tbe  feed. 

K  k  k  2  The 
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The  old  covenant  was  made  by  Mofcs,  the  fervant,  who  was  faithful  in  aH 

til  bvufe  asaJJsrvanL    The  mw  r^Mv/.is.inade  by  Cbrift,  the  Lord  and 

4cing  of  his  chutch^and  people,  who  is  faithful  in  quickening  them  aU^  recoit^ 

ciling  them  aUy  inttrcedit^  for  them  ail^  according  to  the  tenor  and  way  of 

this  covenant.  .       . 

..  The  old  corjenani  confifted  in  laws  and  dire^ions  omward,  which  that 
nation  and  people  had  fully  and  exadly  given  them  irom^'Gkxi,  above  all 
nations  and  people  of  the  earth:  The  new  ewenunt  condfts  ia  life  and 
Spirit  inward,  which  the  holy  pe^^le,  the  renewed  people,  the  redeemed 
pepple«  ^are  vifited  with,  and  made  partakers  of,  above  all  other  pecpie. 

Under  the  old  covenanty  though  the  Lx>rd  did  great  things  before  the 
eyes  of  that  people  in  Egypt,  and  aerciled  them  with  iigns,  miracles,  and 
trials  alfo  in,  the  wildernefs;  yet  the  Lord  4id  not  give  them  an  heart  to 
perceive,,  and  eyes  to  fee^  and  e^rs  to  hear:  iinto  that  day,,  as  mentioned  in 
Deut.  xxix.  .2,  3,  4.  .the  veil  was  over  their  hearts.  But. the  4>tber  eovemmi 
cpmains  ^[^tgruim  (^a  new  hearty  the  (^emng  of  the  blind rfi^  the  mfftojfing 
of  the  deaf  ear^  mC' writing  the  law  in  the  hearty  xhi&  put tiitg  the  pw^e  fear  in 
the  inward  fartSy  tht  putting  Go^Pj  Spirit  within^^hem^  ^od  ib  caufingtbem 
to  walk  in  bis  ftatute$,  and  to  keep  kis  judgments^  and  da  them*  Where* 
upon  tbefe  Queries  ate  in  my  heart :     .  .        . .        i.  . 

^ery  1 .  Will  not  this  covenant  inwardly  reform  the  heart,  foul,  mindly 
and  conscience,  and  amend  all  in  this  inwardv*  ipiricual,  renewed  people, 
which  was  amifs  in  that  outward,  earthly,  unrenewed  people  ? 

^ery  2.  Doth  not  the  lout  begin  to  enter. into  this  covenant  Q>  loon  as 
ever  it  anfwers  the  Lord  in  the  vifits  of  his  love,  turning  from  fin  unto 
him? 

.  ^^^  3*  How  precious  b  that  grace  of  the  gofpel  which  brings  into  this 
covenant  i  For  the*pe(^  of  the  Jews  came  into  the  old  covenant  by  the 
law  which  was  given  by  Mofes ;  but  the  children  of  the  new  covenant  come 
thereinto  by  receiving  the  grace  and  truth  which  comes  by  Jefus  Cbrift. 

Siuery  4.  Can  any  polllbly  enter  into  the  covenant  without  coming  to 
the  ix>rd  Jefus  Chrift,  and  receiving  grace  from  him  ?  Can  obferving  pre- 
cepts, and  directions  from  fcripture^  bring  into  this  covenant  ?  Or  is  it  the 
receiving  grace,  truth,  life  in  the  inward  parts,  from  Chrift  the  Lord, 
which  brings  intp  this  covenant  ?  Oh !  wait  to  know  the  miniftration  of  the 
gofpel,  and  covenant  of  Ufe,  with  the^eatrance  thereinto,  O  aU  that  truly 
deflre  the  falvation  of  your  fouls ! 

.  Sb^.  Sf  Wherein  doth  the  mtDiftry  of  this  covenant  coftfift  i  ec  how  \a 
the  teaching  thereof  ?  Is  it  by  getting  a  form  of  knowledge  out  of  the  let- 
ter, or  nfuuiiitring  the  letter  i  Is  it  not  a  miniftration  net  of  the  letter,  but 
of  the  Spirit  i  Tae  apoftle  fwl  fo,  who  knew  what  it  was,  and  was  made  an 
able  piinifter  there(»i  by  God,  2  Cor.  iii..6.  Truly  none  can  oiinifter  ^[of^ 
^lly,  none  can  minifter  under  the  new  covenant^  but  thofe  tfait  minifter 

lromand:ia;hc3pirit^..     ..       ". 
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XXVII. 

^eries  on  Rom.  vith,  viith,  anJ  viiith  Chapters. 


;  From  Chap'.  vL 


^ery  i.TT  7  H  AT  is  it  to  be  baptized  into  Chrift  ?  Is  it  not  to  be  bap- 
yy  tlzed  intx>  his  death  ?  Are  not  they  that  are  truly  baptized  into 
Chrift  buried  with  him  by  baptifnn  into  death  ?  That  like  as  Chrift  was  raifed 
up  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father ^  eveK  fo  they  alfofhould  walk  in  the 
newnefs  of  life.  How  can  they  that  are  dead  to  fin  live  any  longer  therein  ? 

^uery  2.  What  was  the  end  of  Clirift's  manifeftation  in  the  flelh,  and 
fending  his  Spirit  ?  Was  it  not  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil;  to  crucify 
the  old  man,  that  the  bo^  of  Jin  might  be  deftroyed,  that  henceforth  we 
(hould  not  .lenre  fin  ? 

^ery  3.  Is  he  that  is  crucified  withChrift,and  dead  unto  fin,  freed firom  fin  ? 
Doth  the  truth  of  Chriflf,  the  life  of  Chrift,  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  the  Power 
of  Chrift,  make  thofe  that  receive  and  obey  k  free  indeed ;  fb  that  fin  can- 
not have  dominion  over  them,  to  make  them  do  what  they  hate,  or  to  hin- 
der them  from  doing  what  God  requires  ?  Did  not  Chrift  himfelf  die  to  fiin 
once,  but  now  lives  to  God  ?  And  are  not  believers-  after  this  manner  to 
reckon  themfelves  dead  indeed  unto  fin,  but  alive  unto  God»  through  Je- 
fus  Chrift  our  Lord  ? 

^ery  4,  Have  believers  received  power  from  Chrift  (who  bad  aU  power 
in  heaven  and  earth  given  unto  him)  to^  become  fons  ?  Have  they  received 
the  Spirit  of  the  Father,  which  hath  dominion  over  fin  ?  Can  they  flop 
or  hinder  the  reign  of  it  in  their  mortal  body,  and  refufe  obeying  the 
lufts  thereof,  and  not  yield  their  men^bers  inftruments  of  unrighteoufiiefs 
unto  fin? 

^uery  5.  Arc  believers  alive  from  the  dead  ?  And  can  they  yield  their 
members  fervants^  to  righteoufncfs,  for  God  to  wcMit  in  and  by  them,  ac- 
cording to  his  will  and  pleafure  ?  Can  they  ever  come  to  fuch  a  ftate,  as  to 
do  nothing  againft  die  truth,  but  for  the  truth  ?  to  do  all  things  through 
Chrift  that  ftrengt bens  them  ? 

^uery  6.  Is  this  tru^  that  to  whom  people  yield  themfelves  fervants.  to 
obey,  his  fervants  they  are  to  whom  they  obey,  whether  o£^n  unto  deaths 
or  of  obedience  unto  righteoujnefsf 

^uery  7.  Do  men,  or  is  it  pofllble  for  men,  \n  receiving,  joining  to,  and 
obeying  the  truth,  to  be  made  free  from  fin,  and  become  the  fervants*  of 
xighteoufneis  ? 

^!uery  8.  Cannot  men  have  their  fruit  unta  holinefs,  and  at  the  end  cvcr- 
lafting  life,  without  being  made  free  from  fin,  and  becoming  fervants  to 
God  ?   Is  the  wages  of  fin  death  after  a  nun  hadi  believed?   After  a  man  vs 
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turned  from  fin  to  Chrift,  if  he  hearken  afterwards  to  Satan  and  commit  fin, 
doth  he  reap  death  thereby  ?  See  alTo  Gal  vi.  7,  8. 

Fr0»  Chap.  tm. 

^ery  i.  What  law  is  that  which  hath  dominion  over  atnan  as  long  as 
ke  ]iveth ;  and  what  life  is  that  in  man  which  the  law  hath  dominion  over? 

^uery  2.  How  doth  a  man  become  dead  to  the  law,  that  he  might  be 
married  to  another,  even  to  bim  wb$  is  raifed  from  the  dead^  ibdt  be  JknH 
kring  fsrib  fhuit  un$9  Gvdf  Can  any  be  married  to  the  raifed  living  huiband, 
but  the  quickened,  raifed  and  living  foul  ?  And  can  any  elie  brii^  forth 
fruit  to  God  ? 

^^ay  3.  What  is  the  ftate  of  being  in  the  fleOi,  and  of  knowing  tbe 
things  of  God  after  the  fleih  ?  of  receiving  dire6^ions  and  pra^ng  duties 
in  that  ftace  ?  Do  no(  the  motions  <^  fin  (which  all  outward  laws  and  direc- 
tions do  but  ftir  up,  but  cannot  overcome)  work  in  the  members  there,  ifl 
that  ftate,  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death  ? 

.  ^^  4-  How  comes  a  man  to  be  delivered  from  the  law  ?  Is  it  not  by 
the  death  of  thai  in  him  which  held  him  cqnive  unto  fin  ?  And  why  doth 
God  quicken  with  a  new  Hfe,  and  kill  in  the  hearts  of  his  duit  wherein  they 
were  hekl  ?  Is  it  not  that  they  (houkl  ferve  him  in  newnefi  of  Spirit,  and 
not  in  the  oidftefs  of  the  letter  ?  For  the  lettscr  kilkth,  and  the  literal  fcrvte 
and  woHhip  is  dead,  and  that  worfiiip  alone  is  living  aixl  gofpd-worftip) 
which  is  in  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit ;  for  fuch  alone  the  Father  feekcth  to 
worlhip  him,  and  fuch  worfliip  alone  he  acceptetb. 

^uery  5.  Is  the  law  fin  becaufe  it  ilks  up  ftn  ?  Nay;  the  law  ttfelf  is  not 
(in,  but  that  which  dtfeovers  and  mak-es  it  known :  fi^r  no  man  can  know 
£n,  but  by  the  law  or  light  which  discovers  it. 

Siutry  6.  How  is  fin  dead  without  the  law?  And  how  doth  it  take  oc- 
cafion  by  the  commandment  to  work  in  the  heart  all  manner  rf  cooco* 
pifecnce  ? 

^jiery  7.  How  was  Paul  aHvc  without  the  law  onoc  ?  CotiM  he  fecrificc, 
could  he  read  the  icriptures,  coidd  he  be  knowing,  could  he  be  zedous, 
coiild  he  walk  according  to  tbe  law  in  the  letter  Uainelefs  in  that  flate  ?  See 
Pbil/m.  4,  5,  6. 

^mry  8*  What  commandmettt  was  that,  upon  the  coming,  \riiereoffifi  f^' ' 
▼ived,  and  he  dtied  ?    Was  it  the  law  in  the  letter^  or  cfae  inr  in  the  Spintr 
He  faith,  tbe  commandment  whicb  was  to  life^  befimd  $9  he  tmk/  daib.  What 
h  the  connnahdment  which  is  to  life  ?  Is  it  not  the  word  nigb  in  tbe  m«t^^ 
4nd  beart  ?  5ee  Demt.  xitxix. 

^ery  9.  How  came  fin  to  take  occafion  by  the  commandnaent  (^tob 
comes  forth  bolSy^  and  as  juft  and  good  from  God),  on  decdive  and  Say 
him  ?  What  was  it  which  it  deceived  and  flew  ?  Was  it  n«  tfcat  part  whipk 
thought  it  could  obey,  and  ferve  Gpd,  if  his  wiU  was  made  tnanifeft ;  vrbicb 

now,  when  the  law  indeed  came,  found  it  could  uoi  ?  Nor  can  any  man 
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i^bef  xht  holy  law  of  life,  tiU  thn  nacore;  wiidom  and  f^it,  be  in  fomc 
xneafufe  flain  in  him. 

Siuery  lo.  Doth  then  the  holy  law  of  God,  which  God  ordains  and  fends 
unto  life,  minifter  death  to  the  fonX  ?  O  doth  fin  (being  provoked  and 
ftirred  up  to  pm  &rth  its  ftreagth  to  fave  its  life,  and  retaai  its  dominion  ia 
the  heart,  take  occafion  by  the  commandment  to  wQfk  dssk^  and  fhew  tbt 
exceeding  evil,  and  finfukiefs  of  its  nature  ? 

^uiry^  II.  Is  HOC  the  law  fpiritual?  Can  fin  gain  any  ftrength  or  advantage 
by  that  which,  is  fpiritual  ?  Sureljr)  nay  •,  buc  it  taketh  occafion  then  to  ty* 
rannize  over  and  captivate  me  (who  am  carnal  and  ibid  under  it}^  till  tha 
power  of  the  Lord  make  a  char^  in  my  ftate,  working  me  from  under  the 
dominion  of  it. 

Siuery  1%.  How  is  it  with  the  foul  in  the  ftate  of  capUviiy,  when  fin  is 
revived  by  the  law,  the  foul  dead  as  -to  its  former  life  and  ftrength,  and 
not  yet  come  under  ^he  dominion  and  power  of  grace  ?  Doth  it  not  do  what 
k  allows  not,  and  not  do  the  good  it  would  ?  Yea,  doth  not  the  enemy  of** 
tentimes  even  force  it  to  do  what  it  hates,  the  foul  being  as  yet  weak  in 
tiie  faith,  whereby  alone  ftrength  is  received  to  refift  him  ?  Is  not  this 
ftate  experienced  in  fome  meafure  by  every  travetter  ?  Doth  not  every 
one  feel  the  ftpengpth  of  fin,  and  his  own  inabtbty,  eitter  to  will  ^  iU*rf 
iimjilf  that  wbiph  is  goody  &c  befeire  he  witne&  he^  and  deliverance  from 
the  Lord  ? 

^uiry  £3.  Doth  God  impute  to  the  fonU  or  to  fin^  the  efied  cf  this  cap** 
livity,  and  work  of  fin  and  Satan  upon  the  heart,  agsunft  the  bent  and 
earneft  defires  and  endeavours  of  the  foul  ? 

^ueryij^  When  is  the  foul  in  this  ftate  cf  trouble  and  captivity  ?  Is  it  not 
after  fome  appearance  and  operation  of  God's  power  in  the  beact  ?  Is  it 
not  after  the  mind  is  turned  from  fm,  and  defireth  to  be  joined^  to '  the 
bdyi  law  of  life  and  obey  it  ?  Is  it  not  after  God  bath  wrought  the  will 
in  the  mind  to  do  good »  ib  that  the  confent  is  given  to  the  law,  and 
the  will  is  prefent;  but  how  to  perform  that  which,  is  good  it  findetk 
not,  becaufe  faith  is  yet  fo  weak,  and  fm  and  unbelief  fb  &9ong  ia  th^ 
heart? 

^ery  15.   Is  not  this  the  time  of  bitter  warfare,  and  day  of  terrible 

^  ^iflxeis  in  the  heart,  and  of  feeling,  the  wick^nefs  of  the  eftate,.  becaufe 

of  fin;  and  of  crying  out,  and  longing  after  the  falvation  and  deliverance  ^ 

the  gofpel  ?  Oh !  if^ot  is  mty  'wbojball  delwer  me,  poorxaptmHj  faith  the  foul^ 

in  tbisfiaie! 

^uery  i6»  JU  not  God' very  tender  to  the  ibul  in  this  ftate,  daily  blottine.. 
out,  and  not  imputing  fin  ?  Qh !  if  it  were  not  for  the  exceeding  mercy  and 
tender. love,  and  help  <)f  the  L(»d  in  this  ftate,  it  were  impoffibfap  for  anjr 
ever  to  come  through  it !  But  thanks  be  to  God,  through  Jefus  Chrift  ouf- 
Lord,  who  both  upholds  in  lt».  and  carries  thraugh  it,  fo  that  a  cbango 
comes  to  be  witnei&d»  and  a  better  ftatCc  Ju»wn  by  thofc  who  oogf^nt  noa 
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to  fin  -,  bu&  continue  in  taking  part  with  tbe  good,  holy*,  and  (pifjtual 
law  of  life  againfl:  iu 

From.Cfih?.  viii. 

%»7  I.  What  is.  that  ftate  wherein  there  is  no  ccmdemnadon  ?  Is  not 
that  the  ftate  of  the  redeemed  ibuls  in  Chrift  ?  Doth  not  condemnation  fol- 
low, where  there  is  (in  and  difobedience  ?  See  Heh.  \u  i,  &fr.  Doth  not 
God  condemn  fm,  and  the  fi>Ql  becaufe  of  fin;  till  it  be*  driven  from  fin 
hf  the  law  tinto  Chrift,  and  ^rn  of  him  to  walk  as  he  walked^  even  twt 
titer  tbe  fiefh^  but  after  tbe  Sjpirit  ?  For  to  the  Spirit,  to  the  Seed,  to  the 
heavenly  man,  there  is  no  condemnatk>n ;  nor  to  them  that  wklk  after 
the  Spirit. 

^etyz.  How  come  any  to  walk  after  the  SfHrit  ?  Can  any  walk  ^er  the 
.3pinti  but  as  they  are  made  free,  by  the  power  of  Chrift  revealed  in  their 
jmrtA  againft  the  power  of  Satan,  from  the  law  of  fm  and  death  ?  Will  not 
.fin  and  death  captivate  a  man,  and  entangle  him  in  lafts,  evil  motbns  and 
works,  till  their  ftrength'be  broken  in  him,  and  his  foul  defivered  and  fet 
i&ee  therefrom  f 

^ery  3.  How  doth  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  make 
•free  from  the  law  of  Gm  and  death  ?  Is  it  not  thus  ?  Did  not  God  condemn 
jin  in  Chrift*s  fiefti  ?  and  doth  not  the  fame  Scirit  :1ml  law  of  life  condemn  it 
in  ours  alfo,  and  bring  the  judgment  and  juftice  of  the  holy  law  of  life  over 
it  ?  And  fo  bringing  the  foul  off  from  that  which  is  unholy,  unto  the  holy, 
and  righteous  Spirit  and  nature  of  Chrift ;  and  bringing  it  to  walk  out  of 
the  deadnefsLof  fm,  in  the  newnefe  of  life;  it  is  removed  from  thence  where 
.  the  condemnation  is,  thither  where  the  condemnation  cannot  come :  for  in 
Chrift,  in  the  new  nature^  in  the  heavenly  image,  in  the  newnefs  of  the 
Spirit,  there  never  was,  nor  ever  can  be,  any  condemnation. 

^ery  4.  Would  God  have  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  fulfilled  in  hia 
children  ?  Would  he  have  them  walk  exa£tiy  ^th  him  in  the  new  covenant, 
which  both  comprehends  and  exceeds  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  old  covenant  ? 
Confider  whether  Chrift  fulfilling  the  old  covenant  be  their  righteoufnefs,  or 
his  fulfilling  the  new  in  thetti  and  for  them :  for  he  both  doth  away  their 
unrighteoume&,  and  alfo  brings  in  the  righteoufnefs  into  thenl,  which  is 
of  his  own  pure,  heavenly  and  everlafting  nature.  Is  not  he  the  image  of  » 
God  ?  Is  not  he  righteoufneis  ?  And  when  he  is  in  them,  and  they  changed 
into  his  nature. and  Spirit,  is  not  he  their  righteoufnefs?  Oh!  wait  to  de* 
termine  this  thing,  all  that  defire  to  know  and  partake  of  the  righteoufnefs 
of  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  in  the  true  and  pure  fenfe  c£  life,  and  in  the  evi- 
dence and  demonftration  of  God*s  Holy  Spirit. 

^ery  5.  Do  not  alt  men  aft  according  to  the  principle,  whether  of  fiefti  or 
SfHnt,  to  which  their  mind^  are  joined  ?  Do  not  they  which  are  of  the  flelh 
mind,  favour,  approve,  defire  after,  and  delight  in  that  which  is  flcfhly  > 
But  they  that  are  after  the  Spirit,  do  not  they-mind,  favour,  defire  after, 

approve. 
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tpprove,  and  ddtght  in  the  things  of  the  Spirit  ?  Therefore  is  not  this  of 
great  concern  to  all  to  confider,  not  fo  much  what  their  profeflion  and  ap 
peariuice  is  outwardly,  as  what  their  root  is  inwardly,  and  what  nature, 
i^irit  and  growth,  they  and  their  religion  are  of  i 

^uery  6.  What  doth  it  produce  to  have  the  mind  exercifed  by  the  flefli  ? 
Doth  it  not  produce  death  ?  Is  not  the  nature,  fpirit,  and  wifdom  of  the 
flelh  feparated  from  God's  nature,  who  is  life  ?  and  can  it  bring  forth  liny 
thing  in  the  heart  but  corrupdon  and  death  i  But  the  minding  of  the  other 
principle,  and  being  exerciled  by  the  other  principle,  that  produceth  Wk 
and  peace ;  doth  it  not  ?  Let  all  that  hkve  inwardly  estperienced  thefe  thiagi» 
aflent  and  teftify  in  fpirit  before  the  Lord  to  his  pnuie. 

^ery  7.  Is  not  the  flefh  enmity  againft  Goa  ?  Can  any  thing  which  b 
enmity  againft  God,  who  is  the  quickening  life,  do  any  thing  but  deadea 
and  kill  where  it  finds  entrance  ?  Life  and  peace  is  witnefled  in  fuineftioa 
to  God,  who  gives  it  to  them  that  obey  the  law  of  his  Spirit.  Is  dot 
which  is  in  the  enmity,  and  ftands  in  the  enmity,  fufageft  (or  can  it  bo 
fubjed)  to  the  holy  law  of  God  ?  Nay  ^  there  muft  be  a  new  creation  felt 
in  the  heart,  before  there  can  be  a  fubje(5tion  to  that  which  is  pure  and 
living. 

.  ^ry  8.  Can  any  men  that  are  in  the  fle(h,  that  are  not  truly  and  inwardly 
changed  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  gofpel ;  I  fay,  can  they  pleafe  God 
in  any  thing  they  do  ?  Can  they  believe,  or  pray,  or  read  the  icriptures,  or 
pra6t^e  any  thing  they  obferve  from  the  fcri[ytures,  ip  as  to  pleafe  God 
thereby  ?  Nay  furely,  without  changing  the  principle,  without  having  the 
hea^t  changed  by  God's  power,  there  is  no  right  believing,  praying,  or  doing 
any  thing  to  pleafe  God.  This  niakes  mod.  mens  religion,  and  performances 
unfavoury,  becaufe  they  know  not,  nor  are  turned  to,  and  guided  by,  that 
principle  and  feed  of  life,  which  feafons  and  makes  favoury. 

^uery  9.  How  may  a  man  know  whether  he  be  in  the  flefli,  or  in  the 
Spirit  ?  If  he '  be  in  the  Spirit,  doth  not  the  Spirit  dwell  in  him  ?  For  the 
Spirit  createth  anew,  and  the  Spirit  dwelleth  in  that  which  he  new-createth. 
It  is  the  ftrong  man  armed  who  keeps  and  dwells  in  the  old  houfe  ^  but  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift  keeps  and  dwells  in  the  new  houfe :  and  if  any  man  liave  not 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift  (notwithftanding  all  his  religion,  knowledge,  faith,  prayers^ 
(dc.)  he  is  none  of  his. 

^cry  10.  If  Chrift,  the  quickening  Spirit  (the  living  power)  be  m  a  man, 
doth  he  not  kill  fin  tliere  ?  Is  not  the  body  de^  there  becaufe  of  fin  ?  Can 
fin  live  there,  where  Chrift  dwells  ?  and  is  not  his  Spirit  life  there,  to  quickea 
in  and  unto  righteoufnefs  i  Yea,  is  it  poflib}e  that  Chrift  fliould  dwell  in 
any  man's  heart  by  his  Sfurit,  and  his  ^irit  not  be  quickening  the  mortal 
body  in  which  he  dwells?  Oh!  how  precious  is- it  to  feel  the  qinckemng 
life  and  power  |  This  is  a  daily  feal  of  the.  true  ^religion  ^  and  the  daily 
operation  of  God's  Spirit  in  the  hearts  of  his  chikbren)  fllewa  who  dwells 
there»        ...  w»  .-  •      . 
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^eryn.  Toiwhich  ^re  we  debtor?,  wbor  are  redeemed  to  God  bfhm 
Spirit  and  power  J.  Are  wg  debix>fs  to  the  fle(b,  to  live  after  the  flefli,  whidi* 
^\n^  intAibpnd^ge  to  fm  aiidde^^h  ?  Or.  ^i^e.we  debtors  to  tbariSpirit  ami 
power  of  life,  which  hath  nxadc  ws-  alive,  to  God^  and  preierv^th  us  in  Ikfe^ 
and  4ukH^  A  us  uoto  Ufe,  day  hy  day  ?  .    i 

^ery  12.  h  it^ppfTible  that  anyone  (knald  coinc  to  life,  but  by  the  oior- 
t}{ying%  denying^  and  deftroyiog  of  tbat  which  joouriflieth  fin,  and  kads  into 
deiith  ?  and  what  can  do  that  biii;*  the  power  of  God's  Spirit  ? 
•  iJ^U^J  i^i  Are  ftptL-all  the  fons  of  God. led  hy  his  Spirit  I  Oh!  haw  ne- 
5».ffar3t>thpoJsi  it  for  every  coan  tp  be  fure,  both  that  he  hach  received  God's 
Spirit,  and  that  he  be  fed  by  ki 

'  ^tiify  14.  Whftt  is  the  fpirit  of  botidage,  which  begctteth  fear  when  God 
%wakeneth  the  fpul?  and  what  is  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  thefou) 
f  fin  cry  141^^9  Fatker  ?  Can  wy  cry  Abba^  Fatbep^  but  thofe  that  are  begotten 
^  Qq^s  Spirit?  Many  naen  put  up  reqtiefts,  and  ane  able  to  nake  long 
firayers  (per^iiaps  fuch  as  niay  be  taking  to  the  eye  of  man's  wiBom)^  and 
yet  know  npt;that  Spirit  whicli  begetteth  life  in  the  heart,  and  teaciietfa  to 
cry  Abba^  Father,  ... 

^ery  15.  Is  it  not  a  precious  thing  for  people  truly  to  feel  the  Spirit  of 
God  bearing  Witnefs,  with  their  fpirits,  that  they  are  God!s  children ;  heirs 
of  God,  and  co-heirs  with  Chrift ;  ^and  (o  leading  them  through  the  ^Berings, 
t;hat  they  may  come  to  partake  with  him  of  hifi  glory,?  But  do  any  come  to 
partake  of  his  glory,  who  do  not  firft  come  through  the  fu&rings  ? 

■  *  ■  * 

xxvin. 

A  further  Tejiimony  in  brief  toncerning  the  Work  of  GOD  upon 
.  .  our  Hearts^  wbo  are  called  Qvak'bks. 

IT  hath  been  with  us,  and  fo  we  have  felt  it  from  the  Loid,  juft  as  is  ex- 
prel&d,  27/.  iL  5.  Not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  we  have  done, 
but  according  to  his  mercy  he  faved  us,  by  the  wafliing  of  regeneradon  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

We  are  a^pecmle  who  h^ve  been  greatly  diftrefied  (many  of  us)  for  want 
of  that  life  and  power  which  was  revealed  in  the  apoftles  days.  We  are  a 
race  of  travellers,  who  have  b^en  travelling. out  of  the  nature,  wifdom, 
%;u-it^  and  courfe  g£  this  world  (whiicb  is  vain  and  paiTeth  away)  towards 
our  refting-pkce.  We  have  wandered  from  mounts  to  hill,  from  one  way 
of  religion  to  4nother»  feeking  after  him  whom  our  fouls  dearly  loved*  In* 
deed  the  watchmen  have  often  laughed  at  us  and  mocked  us,  wilhing  us  to 
return  to  thena  y  but  that  would  not  fliU  the  cry  of  our  fouls,  which  were 
fick  with  earneft  defire,  not  afber  fcnmal  ways .  o£  leUgioh,  but  afbr  life 
and  ipunortality,  tha):  it  ffiight  be  agaia  brought  to  light  (as  it  had  beoi 
in  the  apoftles  days),  and  our  fouls  made  partakers  thereof.    Now,  afiei 
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many  a  weary  ftep  and  deep  ficknefs  of  heart,  when  we  were  come  eiren 
near  to  deipair  of  ever  finding  and  enjoying  what  our  fouls  fo  fordy  lon^^d 
liter,  it  pinifed  the  Lord  tu  kngth  in  his  tender  mercy  ta  appear  among  ii^ 
and  by  the  directions  of  his  Holy  Spirit  to  turn  our  minds  inwards ;  (hew^ 
ing  us,  that  that  which  we  fought  without,  was  to  be  found  within :  telling 
us,  that  there  was  the  kingdom,  which  was  not  to  be  found  by  obfeivations 
without,  but  by  meeting  with,  and  fub]e6fing  to,  the  light  and  power  <A 
life  within.  And  when  we  were  ibUicitous  how  to  know  it  from  the  dark- 
nefs  and  deceit  within,  this^anfwer  was  given  us  from  the  Lord;  its  na- 
ture will  difcover  itfelf ;  it  will  turn  againft  all  darknefs  and  deceit  in  the 
heart;  it  will  find  out  and  reprove  whatever  is  reproveable,  and furnifh  the 
foul  with  ftrength  againft  it.  Oh !  Ueifed  found  from  the  Lord  God  of  Life, 
who  thus  drew  our  hearts  to  wait  upon  him ;  and  (hewed  us  how  to  wait, 
and  what  to  wait  for,  and  where  we  might  meet  with  that  which  our' 
hearts  fb  exceedingly  defired  and  .panted  after !  And  truly  as  our  minds  were 
thus  turned  inwards,  the  holy  ught  did  ihine  upon  us  from  the  Sun  of 
righteoufnefs,  and  the  pure  life  and  nature  from  the  Son  of  God  did  fpring 
up  in  us ;  and  we  felt  the  power  of  God  revealed  in  our  hearts,  and  the 
old  image  of  fin  and  unrighteoufnefs  daily  defacing,  and  our  fouls  creating 
anew  (in  Chrift  Jefus)  into  the  holy  and  heavenly  image.  So  that  here  we 
felt  the  .mercy  of  Gody  which  faved  hispec^ie  in  all  ages,  reaching  to  us 
alio ;  and  his  Spirit  regenerating,  renewing,  and  wafhine  us,  with  the  water 
and  blood  which  cleanT^h :  and  as  we  were  regenerated  and  renewed  nrare 
and  more,  ib  we  were  ftill  waflted  more  and  more,  and  came  more  into  fel- 
towfhip  with  Obrift  in  his  death ;  and  wene  alfo  ratfcd  up  by  him  more  and 
more  into  his  life,  and  caught  to  fet  our  afiedions  more  on  things  above, 
and  lefs  on  things  below ;  which  are  of  an  enfnaring  and  entan^ing  nature, 
in  which  the  minds  of  the  ions  of  men  are  held  captive,  until  they  meet 
with  that  roy^  exedlent,  noble  Spirit  and  power,  m(vAi  breaks  the  chains 
and  fetters  of  darknefs,  and  redeems  out  of  thfem.  And  now  we  can  teftify 
(in  true  fenfe,  and  in  the  evidence  and  demonftratbh  of  God's  %}irit)  that 
not  by  workii^,  willing,  or  running  of  ourfelves;  not  by  any  works  of 
righteoufnefe,  which  we  had  done  or  could  do  i  but  ^y  the  tender  mercy  of 
God  vifiring,  and  by  the  operatk)n  of  his  Holy  Spirit  upon  us  (in  and 
through  regenerating,  rewwing,  and  waftiing  us  from  that  which  defiled 
and  Itained  our  fouls,  and  made  them  guilty  in  his  fight,  and  liable  to  his 
wrath),  were  we  faved  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  from  the  ways  <rf  trant 
greflion  wherein  we  walked^  before  our  God  thus  vifitwJ  ufc. 

Now  it  is  the  fincerc  4dife  of  our  fools,  that  this  eendfer  m«rcy  of  God 
might  take  efied  on  others  alfo;  and  that  they  migl^  likewife  be  lighted  by 
him  to  the  ptace  where  wifdcftn  teachcth  her  chSWren,  and  where  the  true  re-^ 
demption  of  the  foid  is  wimeKed,  and  the  tme  knowledge  of  the  Pathef 
and  of  Chrift  (which  is  fife  eternal),  given  and  received ;  t?hat  people  might 
not  be  hardened  e»  deftrufiion,  wd  ^ceived  of  their  fouls,  by  a  fodl^  an^ 
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vain  religion,  wherein  is  not  the  fuhflance  and  kernel  (wliicfa  alone  6m 
nourifli  up  to  life  eternal),  but  only  fome  (hew  and  appearance  thereof^ 
which  cannot  really  fatiafy  that  which  is  indeed  begotten  and  bom  of  God's 

XXIX. 

A  brief  Account  of  the  Ground  of  our  Worfhip^  and  bow  it  cometr 
to  pafs  that  we  cannoi  conform  to  the  Spirit  of  this  Worlds  or  to  tbf 
Wills  of  Men  therein^  but  only  to  the  Spirit  and  Will  of  our  God. 

WE  fear  God,  ^ho  made  heaven  and  earth,  whofe  power  is  over  all, 
who  hath  cauled  the.  light  of  his  Holy  Spirit  to  ihine  in  our  hearts, 
thereby  teaching  us  how  to  worihip  liim  acceptably  in  Spirit  and  truth ; 
which  worihip  he  hath  required  of  us,  that  we  meet  togedier  fo  to  do  in 
thofe  aifemblies,  which  he  hath,  gathered  by  his  power,  and  orderetfa  by  his 
Spirit,  either  in  filence  or  found  of  v^ords,  according  to  his  pleafare. 

And  God,  who  hath  appointed  us  thus  to  worihip  him,  hath  power  over 
bur  bodies  and  ibuls,  and  can  deftroy  and  cafl:  both  into  hell,  if  we  (hould 
deny  the  truth  iind  way  of  worihip  which  he  hath  taught  us.  Yea,  if  we 
fliould  deny  thb  way  of  worihip,  we  (hould  deny  Chrift,  and  be  denied  by 
him  bdbre  his  Father  in  heaven.  For  he  hinafelf  hath  faid,  that  neither  at 
the  mountain  of  Samaria,  nor  at  Jeruialem,  ihould  men  worihip ;  but  they 
that  worihip  the  Father,  muft  worihip  him  in  SfHrit  and  in  Truths  Now 
men  cannot  worfliip  in  Spirit  and  in  Truth  as  they  pleale,  or  in  the  ways  of 
their  own  inventing  and  fetting  up ;  but  he  that  worfloippeth  in  Spirit  and 
Truth  muft  firft  be  made  fpiritual  \  wd  then  muft  wait  in  iiletice  of  the  fieih 
for 'God's  Spirit  to  quicken  him  unto  fpiritual  worihip.  Fw  they  that  wor- 
ihip otherwiie  than  thus^  worihip  at  belt  but  after  the  oldneis  q£  the  letter, 
and  not  in  the  newtieis  of  the  Sj^rit,  which  is  the  only  worihip  God  feeketh^ 
and  requireth,  under  the  New  Teftament. 

Belides,  we  have  found  God's  prefence  with  us,  and  blelfing  upon  us,  in 
this  way  ^.worihip ;  and  ous  hearts  greatly  melted  and  warmed  therein^ 
and  power  given  us  over  our  pailions  and  corruptions  inwardly,  and  to 
order  our  lives  and  converiations  holily,  righteouQy,  and  innocently  out* 
wardly :  which  prelence  of  God,  and  holy  power  over  fin  and  vanity,  af* 
fedions  and  lufts,  we  would  not  loie  for  ten  thoufand  worlds.  And  what 
an  unjuH  and  unthankful  thing  were  it  in  us  to  turn  from  this  way  of  wor- 
ihip which  God  hath  called  us  to,  where  we  have  met  with  tbeie  things, 
to  that  »way  of  worihip  where  we  did  not  meet  with  thefe  things,  and 
where  others  do  not,  nor  can,  meet  with  them  ?  For  thefe  things  are  only 
to  be  met  with  in  that  way  of  worihip  which  God  hath  appointed  and 
bleHed,  and  notjn  that  way  of  worihip  which  man  hath  invented  and  fet  up, 
nf hich  every  profane  and  wicked  perfon  can  cry  tip  and  enjoy  his  loits  under  ; 
but  they  that  are  otherwife  uueht  of  God  can  by  nQ  tneana  fiibmit  to,  with- 
out grievouily  finning  againft  him.  And 
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Now  ftftgifbiiey  was  never  oidained  of  God,  nor  power  given  to  men  by 
hitp^  to  force  people  to  fin  againft  him. 

And  is  it  not  a  great  fin  to  worfliip  againft  one's  &ith,  according  to  the 
wiHs  and  precepts  of  men,  (contrary  to  the  teachings  and  rfquirings  of  hii ' 
Holy  Spirit  ^  Are  not  they  that  do  thus  hypocrite^  ?  Was  power  given  unto 
m^ftrates  to  make  them  hypocrites ;  or  to  encourage  people  unto  truth 
and  uprighlnefs  both  towards  God  and  men  ?  To  wait  upon  God  in  his  fear,' 
to  be  taught  by  him  the  true  way  of  worfliip,  ,is  not  this  good  and  right  in 
.his  fight  ?  And  to  worfliip  in  Spirit  and  truth  as  he  teachetli,  is  not  this  to 
do  well  ?  And  was  not  the  magiftrate  ordained  of  God  to  be  a  terror  to  evil- 
doers, and  a  praife  to  diem  that  do  well?  The  ma^ftrate  faith  we  do  not 
obey  him ;  but  he  fiiould  rather  enquire  whether  he  doth  not  require  that 
of  us  wherein  we  cannot  .obey  him,  without  finning  againft  the  Loid,  suid 
againft  the  light  of  his  Holy  Spirit  iq  our  own  hearts  and  confciences,  and 
fo  bring  God's  wrath  upon  us,  and  provoke  him  tt>  deftroy  us  both  body  and 
foul  ?  But  if  men  will  needs  be  angry  with  us  for  ferving  the  Lord,  and 
worfliipping  him  according  to  his  holy  law  and  will,  we  had  better  undergo 
their  anger  and  unjuft  punifiiments  for  obeying  our  God,  than  come  under 
his  wrath  for  difobcdience.  And  God  is  our  witnels  that  no  ftubbornnefs^ 
wilfulnefs,  or  contempt  of  authority,  engageth'us  in  the  leaft  to  continue 
through  many  fufferings  in  this  way  of  meeting  together  to  worfliip  our 
God }  but  only  obedience  to  the  golpel  and  power  of  Chrift,  which  we 
have  found  this  vifitation  and  mbiftration  of  life  fit>m  on  Ugh  to  be  to  us, 
by  its  redeeming  us  out  of  fin,  and  fiom  the  fpirit  of  this  world.  And  the 
ikmc  that  hath  redeemed  us  in  fome  meafiire,  hath  required  us  thus  to  wait 
on  the  Lord  to  have  our  redempdon  perfe^ed ;  and  in  thus  waiting  upon 
him,  it  is  daily  added  to,  and  carried  on  i  blefled  be  the  name  of  our  God, 
But  if  we  fliould  forbear  thus  to  meet,  we  fliouki  turn  from,  fin  againft, 
and  provoke  our  God  (who  hath  already  redeemed  us  in  part,  and  is  ftill 
further  and  further  redeeming  us),  and  turn  back  to  Egypt,  Sodom,  and 
Babybn,  where  is  the  darknefe,  luft  and  confufion,  and  not  the  holy  order 
of  God's  Spirit,  neither  in  the  converfations  nor  in  the  worfliips  of  thoih 
that  dwell  and  aUde  there. 

XXX. 

Same  ^eries  concerning  knowing  and  owning  the  Lord  J^efus  Cbriji 
truly  and  artgbt^  who  bath  been  the  only  Saviour  and  Redeemer  in 
all  Ages  and  Generations  j  and  there  never  was,  and  never  Jball  be^ 
any  other. 

Siuery  i.TTTHETHER  they  know  or  own  the  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift 
VV  ^'^^y  ^^  ^nght,  who  only  know  and  own  him  as  out^ 
wardly  defcribed  and  related  of  in  the  fcriptures,  but  know  him  not  in- 
wardly revealed  in  their  hearts,  as  the  Word  and  power  of  eternal  life  ?  Or 
whether  they  are  the  true  knowers  and  owners  of  Chrift,  who  know  and 
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tmn  him  not  only  according  to  aliterd  cteferiptbn  of  him  in  thefcnpttA^s, 
but  alfo  as  inwardly  revealed  by  the  Father,  witneffing  him  fcrmed  m 
them,  and  their  hearts  changed  into  his  holy  and  heavenly  image,  by  vir- 
tue of  his  inward  appearance,  and  operation  of  his  Spint  and  power  in 
them  ? 

^uery  2.  Whether  they  truly  and  rightly  know  the  death  and  refurrec^ 
rion  of  Chrift,  who  know  only  the  relation  of  them  in  the  Icriptures,  but 
are  not  made  conformable  to  his  death,  nor  raifed  by  him  in  the  power  of 
bis  life  ?  Or  whether  tliey  are  the  true  and  right  knowers  of  his  death  and 
refurreftion,  who  are  buried  with  him  by  the  holy  baptifm  of  his  Spirit  into 
death,  who  through  the  Spirit  have  mortified  the  deeds  of  the  body,  and 
witnefs  the  holy  feed  of  life  raifed  and  livmg  in  them,  and  themfelves  r^ied 
and  made  alive  to  God,  in  and  through  the  power  of  the  Father  revealed 
in  them  ? 

fsiuery  3.  Whether  they  truly  and  rightly  confefs  Chrift  to  be  the  Lord 
and  king,  prieft  and  prophet  of  his  wople^  who  confefs  it  only  from  the 
reading  of  it  to  be  fo  in  the  fcriptures?  Or  whether  they  are  not  the  true 
and  right  confefibrs  of  ChriiVs  kingly,  priefliy,  and  prophetical  offices,  who 
witnefs  him  exercifing  them  in  them ;  who  witneis  him  overcoming  and 
reigning  over  fin  and  death  in  them ;  over  whom  other  lords,  even  the 
fpirits  and  powers  and  darknefs,  have  not  dominion  now,  but  Chrift  <mly ; 
and  in  whom  he  miniftereth  as  in  his  temple,  offering  fpiritual  gifts  'and  fa- 
crrfices  to  his  Father,  and  who  alfo  prophefieth. there,  opening  and  reveal- 
ing the  myfteries  of  his  kingdom  to  them,  as  he  doth  to  the  leaft  babes 
tmt  are  truly  begotten  and  bom  of  his  Spirit  ? 

^ery  4.  Do  they  or  can  they  truly  know  Chrift^s  voice,  who  never  ex- 
{Jerienced  the  Word  of  life  fpeaking  in  their  hearts  ?  Where  doth  the  falfc 
prophet  fpeak  ?  Doth  be  not  ipeak  within  ?  And .  where  doth  the  true 
Shepherd  fpeak  ?  Doth  he  not  fpeak  within  alfo,  even  in  the  heart  ?  And 
do  not  the  fheep  hear,  know,  and  difi:inguifh  his  voice  there  ? 

^^  5.  Who  knoweth  the  truth  as  it  is  jn  Jefus  ?  Do  any  do  fo  but 
thofc  that  have  felt  the  drawings  of  the  Father  -,  come  unto  the  Son  in  tlie 
drawings;  and  received  life  from  and  abide  in  him  ?  Dt>  any  know  the  truth 
in  Jefus  but  thofe  that  witnefs  virtue,  freedom,  life,  and  power,  by  the  truth 
in  fome  meafure  ?  Doth  not  that  faying  and  promife  of  Chrift  (Jehn.  viiii 
31,  32.)  ftand  firm  in  every  age  ^-  If  ye  continue  in  my  words^  then  are  ye  tny 
difcifks  indeed.  And  ye  Jball  know  the  truths  and  the  truth  JbaU  tncAeyou 
free. 

^ery  6.  Who  are  ingrafted  into  Chrift  ?  Can  any  one  be  ingrafted  into 
him  but  as  he  is  inwardly  revealed  and  made  known  ?  Yea,  is  not  he  in 
them  who  are  ingrafted  into  him,  and  are  not  they  in  him  ?  Is  not  he  that 
is  truly  regenerated  cut  off  from  the  old  ftock  within,  ft'om  the  root  of  bit- 
ternefs  within  ;•  and  is  not  he  implanted  inm  the  new  ftock  within  alfo ;  ih^ 
fomuch  as  he  fenfibly  feeleth  the  pure  holy  root  of  life  bear  him,  and  the 
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jip  xlxereof  ipring^ng  up  ia  him,  caufing  hkn  to  briog  fi)rth  fvuk  to  Go4  in 
due  feafon  ? 

,  Sijiery  y.  Who.  prayeth  in  the.  name  pf  Chrift  ?  Doth  he  who  iaith  thefe 
or  fuch-like  words  in  the  beft  ienoufhcfs  ,and  fenEbleners  he  can  in  liis  owq 
will,  '^  Hear  xne,  O  Lord,  for  Chrift's  fake :  I  confefs  I  am  unworthy ;  bwt 
**  I  beg  of  thee  in  his  name  who  is  worthy^  6?r."  or  he  who  prayeth  in  the 
child's  nature,  on  the  Father's  breathing  upon  him,  in  the  Spirit  of  the . 
father  which  is  given  him,  and  in  the  time  and  will  of  the  Father  ?  He 
that  doth  but  iigh  or  groan  in  and  from  the  Spirit,  doth  not  that  figh  0% 
groan  alcend  up.  to  the  Father  in  Chrift's  name?  Alas!  how  outward  ia 
mens  religion  !  But  the  inward  iftreams.  and  current  of  the  true,  pure,  and 
heavenly  religion  they  know  not,  . 

^tery  8,  Who  receiveth  Chrift  ?  Do  anv  but  thofe  who  receive  and  bow 
to  tlie  light  of  his  Spirit  inwardly  revealed  ?  Can  any  receive  him  but  they 
that  hear  his  knocks  and  open  to  him  ?  Do  any  know  jthe  inward  voice  of  the 
Shepherd,  belides  the  Sheep  ?  And  can  any  receive  his  voice,  and  not  re- 
ceive him  ?  And  can  any  who  are  ignorant  of,  and  refufe  his  voice,  receive 
him  ? 

^jfery  9.  Who  do  truly  and  rjghtly  believe  in  Chrift  ?  Do  any  do  io^  ou 
can  any  do  fo,  but  they  who  firft  fi^el  life,  from  whence  the  true  faith 
4)rings  ?  Ah  1  that  all  the  faith  in  men  were  daihed,  but  what  comes  froiEi 
life,  unites  to  life,  and  abides  in  life ! 

Sluery  10.  Whom  doth  Chrift  gather  from  the  barren  mountains?  Are 
tliey  not  his  (heep  \  his  poor,  diftre0ed,  fcattered,  wounded,  fainting,  and 
almoft  famiihed  (heep  ?  What  are  theoK^untains  he  gathers  them  from  ?  Are 
they  not  theJeveral  dead  ways,  worftiips,  and  gatherii^s  without  life  ?  And 
out  of  whofe  mouths  doth  he  refcue  theni  ?  Is  it  not  out  of  the  n[>ouths  of 
the  (hepherds  that  made  a  prey  of  them ;  who  fed  them  hot  with  life,  with 
virtue,  with  pure  living  knowledge ;  but  with  words,  with  dreams,  with. 
apprehenGons  of  their  own,  concerning  the  things  of  God  ?  And  whither 
doth  he  lead  them?  Is  it  not  to  his  own  holy  mountain  (which  is  exaked  by 
God,  and  eftablifhed  over  and  on  top  of  all  thofe  other  mountains)  where 
the  frcfh  paftures  are,  and  where  the  fljeams  of  life  flow,  and  run  plen- 
tifuUy? 

^ety  1 1 .  Who  are  Chrift's  kindred  according  to  the  Spirit  ?  Who  is  hia  ' 
mother,  fitter,  brother?  Are  any  fo  but  they  that  do  the  will  of  the  Father? 
And  is  this  obedience  a  working  according  to  the  law,  or  of  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  the  law  ?  Nay ;  is  it  not  rather  of  the  nature  and  righteoufnefs  gf 
the  gofpel  ?  Is  hot  that  which  floweth  from  him  who  is  righteous,  rightegus 
aUb ;  even  as  he  is  righteous. 

^ery  12.  To  whom  doth  Chrift  give  power  to  become  jbns?  Is  it  not 
to  as  many  as  truly  and  rightly  receive  him,  and  believe  in  Jns  pame  ?  Ta 
as  many  as  received  him  of  old^  ta  tbem  he  gAVt  .f(mtr  to  Uamuthe  Jons  of 
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God.  Doth  he  not  do  fo  ftifl  ?  What  is  it  to  receive  power  to  become  a 
fon  ?  Let  the  heart  that  hath  received  it  anfwer ;  for  the  Notionift  cannot. 

^uery  13.  What  is  the  reafbn  fo  many  who  are  high  in  notion  and  pro- 
fefllon,  cannot  own  this  precious  appearance  of  the  Spirit,  power,  and  glory 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  in  this  our  day,  in  the  hearts  of  his  children,  after 
the  long  night  of  darknefs,  which  hath  fo  long  covered  the  earth  ?  Is  not 
this  the  very  reafon,  even  becaufe  they  do  not  truly  and  righdy  know  either 
the  Father  or  the  Son  ?  Can  any  fee  or  know  him  that  begets,  and  with 
the  fame  eye  not  fee  or  know  him  that  is  begotten  of  him  ?  Can  any  love 
Chrift,  and  not  love  his  brethren  ?  Is  not  wifdom,  in  her  appearances,  jufti* 
fied  of  her  children  in  this  age,  as  well  as  formerly  ? 

^uery  1 4.  Are  there  two  Chrifts,  one  manifefted  without,  and  another 
reveded  within ;  or  is  it  the  fame  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  who  in  the  days  of  his 
flefh  appeared  outwardly,  that  was  afterwards  manifefted  within' as  the  myf- 
tery  of  life,  and  hope  of  glory ;  who  alio  in  this  our  day  is  revealed  and 
midt  known  within  unto  his,  by  the  fan^  eternal  Spirit  P 

^uery  15.  He  that  truly  and  richtly  knoweth  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  doth 
he  not  know  Chrift  alfo  ?  Even  as  ne  that  knoweth  Chrift  muft  needs  know 
€b&*Father  alfo.  Are  not  the  Father  and  Chrift  one  ?  Could  any  one  fee 
Clvift,  even  in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  and  not  fee  the  Father  alio  ?  (fee  John 
xiv.^.)  So  is  not  Chrift  and  the  Spirit  one  in  like  manner  ?  And  arc  not 
all  that  are  truly  of  Chrift,  begotten  by,  gathered  into,  and  do  they  not 
live  and  walk  in,  that  one  Spirit  of  his  ?  And  do  they  not  there  know  the 
things  of  God  as  they'  are,  and  teftify  of  what  they  have  feen  and  known  ? 
Though  they  that  arc  out  of  that  Spirit  and  power  know  neither  him,  nor 
the  teftimony  of  life  that  comes  by  him,  no  more  thaa  the  Jews  knew  his 
appearance -outwardly  in  their  day. 

ji  ^ery  added  concerning  Imputation. 

» 

^urryT^  what  flate  was  Abraham  when  faith  was  imputed  to  him  for 
J[  righteoilfnefs  ?  Was  he  in  the  ungodly  ftate ;  in  the  ftate  of  un- 
bcHef  and  difobedience  to  the  Spirit  and*  power  of  the  Lord ;  or  was  he  in 
the  fenfe  of  God's  power,  in  the  belief  of  him  who  could  raife  up  his  fon 
from  the  dead,  and  in  the  performance  of  obedience  unto  him,  giving  up 
his  fon  at  the  Lord's  command  ? 

And  in  what  ftate  muft  we  be,  when  we  wimefs  faiith  imputed  to  tis  alfo 
fcr  righteoufnefs  ?  Muft  we  not  be  m  the  fenfe  of  the  Ikmfc  power,  and  in 
the  belief  of  it,  and  in  the  obedience  of  faith  ?  H^ad  Rom.  iv.  and  con- 
fidcr  :  for  .the  righteoulhefs  of  the  goljpel  is  not  imputed  m  or  by  the  works 
of  the  law;,  but  m  the  obedience  of  faith. 

It  is  true,  God juftifieth  the  ungodly;  through  feith  he  makes  them  juft 
and  godly  j  •  but  doth  he  juftify  or  accept  them  in  the  ungodly  ftate  ?  Etoth 
\it  ribt  firft  make  a  change  in  them  by  his  power  ?  Dotlt  he  not  firft  in  fome 
mtafure  purify  their  hearts  by  faith  ?  The 
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THERE  arc  a  great  many  who  profefs  the  gofpel  ftate,  and  that  they 
are  in  Chrift,  and  under  grace,  and  freely  juftified  by  grace  •,  fo  that 
they  look  upon  their  fins  as  covered  by  the  Lord,  and  not  impute^  to  thetn, 
they  believing  (as  they  pretend)  in  the  name  of  his  Son,  and  obeying  his 
gofpel,  6fr.  I  fay,  many  profefs  thele  things,  who  do  not  at  all  know 
what  they  mean  truly  and  rightly,  as  in  God's  fight. 

For  it  is  a  great  matter  to  be  in  Chrift,  even  to  know  him  that  is  true^ 
and  to  be  in  bim  that  is  true ;  to  come  out  of  darknefs  into  his  light,  out  of 
deach  into  his  life  *,  out  of  Satan's  kingdom,  and  out  of  fubjeftion  to  fin, 
into  his  kingdom,  and  into  fubjeftion  to  his  Spirit.  If  any  ms^n  be  in 
Chrift,  he  is  a  new  creature ;  old  things  are  ^afled  away,  and  all  things  be- 
come new.  Is  this  true?  Doth  he  that  is  m  Chrift  vatnefs  this ?  And  he 
that  doth  not  witnels  this,  is  he  in  Chrift  ? 

Ah !  how  many  then  are  deceived  about  their  being  in  him,  and  of  their 
hope  in  him  !  For  how  few  of  thofe  who  talk  of  being  in  Chrift  know  what 
the  new  creation  in  him  means,  or  what  it  is  to  have  Chrift  formed  in  them ! 
How  few  know  his  Spirit  by  receiving  it,  by  union  with  it !  which  yet  if  a 
man  have  not,  he  is  none  of  his.  How  few  know  how  to  try  fpirits  by  the 
holy  anointing,  which  is  only  able  to  try,  and  difcover  fuch  falfe  (pints  as 
come  in  the  (heeps  cloathins,  and  as  minifters  of  righteoufnefs,  and  yet 
come  with  the  deceivablenels  of  unrighteoufnefs,  to  draw  men  from  the 
Spirit  and  power,  or  to  keep  them  in  a  dead  form  of  knowledge  and  wor- 
(hip,  without  true  life. 

So  for  being  under  grace,  few  truly  know  what  it  is ;  for  grace  is  that 
which  hath  dominion  over  fin,  and  which  giveth  dominion  to  thofe  that 
are  under  it.  Sin  Jhall  not  have  dominion  over  you^  faid  the  apoftle  •,  for  ye  are 
not  under  the  law^  but  under  grace.  Therefore  yield  not  your  members  (cr- 
vapts  or  inftruments  to  fin.  Ye  did  fo  when  ye  were  free  from  righteouf- 
neis;  but  now  let  not  fin  reign  in  your  mortal  bodies,  feeing  grace  givei 
you  power  over  it,  and  makes  you  free  from  it  unto  righteoufnefs. 

So  juftification  by  grace  is  only  to  them  who  are  taught  by  grace.  The 
grace  of  God  brings  falvation,  redemption,  juftification  to  them,  and  no 
others  \  for  their  fins  only  are  blotted  out,  covered,  and  not  imputed,  who 
receive  grace,  hear  the  voice  of  it,  and  obey  it.  HeoTy  and  your  fouls  Jhall 
live.  In  hearing  the  grace  which  teacheth  from  God,  fouls  come  to  live  in 
his  fight  \  and  the  living  are  Juftified  by  him ;  and  in  the  living  way  and 
path  of  life  are  the  fins  blotted  out,  and  the  garment  given  which  covers 
the  nakednefs  -,  which  garment  is  Jto  be  girt  about  the  foul,  and  kept  clofe 
on,  or  thp  nakednefs  and  fhame  will  appear,  and  be  feen  again. 
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So  to  believe  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  to  fly  tp  his  name^  and  truft  m 
his  nanie,  and  to  pray  to  the  Fatlier  fn  his  name^  and  to  obey  in  his-namc 
and  power  \  thcfc  are  great  matters,  and  very  few  of  thofe  that  make  pro- 
feflion  of 'them  truly  know  them  :  for  his  ;iame  is  living  Che  was' dead,  .but 
is  alive)  arid  his  prcfence,  heavenly  virtue,  and  power  is  in  it.  They  that 
know  his  name,  know  that  which  is  above  every  name.  They  know  that 
which  hath  an  authority  from  God  to  bring  all  things  under  (both  in  the 
heart,  and  alio  in  the  life  and  cohvcHatJon)  that  God  alone  tnay  be  exalted. 

The  gofpcl  ftatc  is  a  great  (late,,  an  high  ftate,  a  (late  not  of  fhadowy 
thingSi  but  of  the  cverlafting  kingdom^  Miere  the  fubftance  of  the  things 
'  under  the  law  is  given  to,  and  poflefled  by,  thofe  that  are  there,  as  they 
g("0w  up  in  the  gdfpel  power  and  covenant.  TlieVe  the  ^ofpel  faft  is  known,. 
.  the  faft  which  God  hath  chofen,  which  is  to  loofe  the  binds  of  wickednefs 
(whicli  bind  down  the  good^  even  tliat  which  is  of  God  in  the  heart)  to  take 
oflF  the  heavy  burdens,  under  which,  and  by  which,  that  which  is  pure  i^ 
bowed  down,  and  to  let  the  opprefled  feed  go  free.  This  is  the  faft  which 
God  hath  chofen  under  the  gofpel  -,  the  pure  and  artdefiled  faft,  even  to  vifit 
the  fatherlefe  and  widows  in  their  affli^ion,  and  to  |ceep  one's  felf  unfpotted 
from  the  world.  And  to  thofe  that  obferve  this  faft  God  maketh  a  feaft  of 
fat  things i  for  their  light  breaketh  forth  as  the  morning,  and  their  health 
growcjth  up  fpeedily ;  and  their  righteoufnefs  goeth  before  them,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  gathereth  them  up,  or  is  their  rereward ;  artd  the  Lord  is. 
nigh  unto  thcm>  and  is  ready  to  knfwer  them  in  all  that  they  call  upon  hitn 
for,  as  was  promifed»  Ifai.  Iviii.  8,  9.  Now  being  come  to  this  feaft^.  they 
arc  to  keep  it  with  unleavened  bread,  as  to  the  Belh,  and  as  to  man's  wiC- 
dom;  but  with  the  bread  which  is  kfavened  with  the  Spirit,  leavened  with 
life ;  and  with  the  wine  of  the  kingdom  *,  which  Chrift  eats  and  drinks  with 
his  rcdeemed-ohes»  new  in  the  gospel  fpirit  and  po^er,  which  is  his  Father**s 
kbgdom :  for  the  kingdom  of  God  ftandeth  not  ill  meats'  or  drinks,  or 
any  other  outward  thing,  no  not  in  good  words  coAcerning  the  things  of  the 
kingdom ;  but  in  Spirit,  power,  and  life  idclf,  and  in  the  righteoufnefs^ 
peace^  and  joy„  which  is  in  the  Spirit. 
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The  Following  appears  to  have  been  wrote  in  anfwer  to 
the  Queries  and  Animadversions  of  an  Author 
mot  named  therein.  It  is  fuppofed,  our  Friend  Isaac 
Penington  might  have  mentioned  him  in  the  Title, 
or  pointed  him  out  by  fbme  fhort  introdudory  Addreft, 
which,  thro'  Accident,  was  omitted  by  the  Printer. 


Concerning  the  Rule  of  the  New  Covenant,  or  that  which 
GOD  hath  appointed  to  be  the  Rule  to  the  Children  of  the 
New  Covenant. 

THE  way,  the  truth,  the  life;  the  everkiling  way,  the  everiafting 
truth,  the  everlafting  life ;  that  is  the  rule  in  the  new  covenant.  God 
fent  Chrift  his  Son>  the  Word  of  eternal  life,  a  light  into  the  world ;  and  the 
meflage  and  drift  of  the  gofpel,  is  to  turn  men  from  the  inward  darknefs  to 
the  inward  light ;  and  being  turned  to  it,  the  manifeftation  of  this  light  is 
to  be  the  rule,  which  manifefts  the  way  of  light  and  truth  as  immediately 
in  the  heart,  as  ever  the  darknefs  did  the  way  of  deceit  and  error. 

The  promiie  of  the  new  covenant  is,  /  will  put  my  Sprit  within  them ; 
and  this  .Spirit  hath  an  inward  law  and   teftimony,  which  it  writedi  in 
.  the  heart ;  which  inward  law  and  teftimony  is  to  be  the  rule  of  the  heart. 
And  as  the  outward  Jews  were  to  have  recourfe  to  the  outward  law  and  tefti- 
mony, fo  the  inward  Jews  are  to .  have  recourfe  to  the  inward  law  and  tefti* 
niony ;  and  to  witnefs  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  revealed  in 
•  them,  and  their  minds  and  fpirits  fubjefted  thereto :  and  this  is  near,  bright, 
.  and  powerful  in  thofe  who  receive  the  Spirit,  and  with  him  the  law  and 
power  of  the  endlefs  life. 

The  letter  killeth :  the  Jews  underftood  not  the.  way  of  life  by  the  letter ; 

therefore,  thepromife  was,./wi7/  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  all.flejh:  and  be- 

.  caufe  ye  are  fons,  God  hath  fent  forth  the  Spirit  of  bis  Son ;  ahd  thou  (halt 

. .  hear  a  voice  behind  thee, .  faying,  ^his  is  tie  way^  walk  in  it.     And  this  voice 

.  is  to  be  hearkened  .to;  this  prophet  (which  God  raileth  up  to  the  foul  in  the 
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new  covenant)  is  to  be  heard  in  all  things :  and  he  that  hears  his  voice,  and 
obeys,  lives ;  and  he  that  hears  not  is  in  death,  even  until  now,  profeis  what 
he  will. 

In  Chrift  Jefus,  neither  circumcifion  availeth  any  thing,  nor  uncircumci- 
fion,  but  the  new  creation;  if  any  man  walk  according  to  this  rule,  peace 
be  upon  him»  G?^.  What  doth 'the  apoftle  call  the  rule  here  ?  Oh!  wait  on 
the  Lord  to  read  in  t|ie  Spirit,  and  rightly  to  underftand. 

If  a  man  receive  the  Spirit,  and  walk  in  the  newnefs  of  the  light,  and 

?[uickenings  thereof  every  day,  hath  he  not  a  jule  which  is  certain  and  in- 
allible  ?  If  any  man  be  in  Chrift,  there  is  a  new  creation ;  and  the  limits 
of  that  new  creation  (which  is  the  light  and  power  of  the  endleis  life,  or 
,of  God's  Holy  Spirit  dwelling  within)  are  his  rule*  And  within  the  bounds 
of  that  (within  the  bounds  of  his  li^ht,  his  life,  his  motions,  his  inCtruc- 
tions)  man  never  errs  •,  but  out  of  it,  deceit,  and  darknefs,  and  error  is 
always  at  hand. 

Yet  (though  we  do  own  Chrift  to  be  the  rule)  we  do  not  deny  making 
ufe  of  the  fcriptures  to  try  dodtrines  and  forms  of  t'eligion  by ;  but  know, 
that  what  is  of  God,  doth  and  will  agree  therewith  *,  and  what  doth  not  agree 
therewith,  is  not  of  God  •,  and  that  our  fore-fathers  in  the  faith,  were  led 
to  batter  the  fuperftitions  and  idolatries  of  the  Papifts,  by  the  teftimony  of 
the  fcriptures.  And  we  have  alio  the  teftimonv  of  the  fcriptures  with  us, 
both  to  the  light  and  JSpirit  within,  and  againft  forms  formerly  invented,  or 
now  praftifed,  out  of  the  life  and  power.  But  we  believe  the  Spirit  to  be 
a  touch-ftone  beyond  the  fcriptures,  and  to  be  that  which  giveth  ability  to 
try  and  difcern^  not  only  words,  but  fpirits ;  whereas  a  man  may  hold  the 
form  of  doftrine  and  godlinefs,  and  yet  want  the  power :  in  which  cafe,  no- 
thing can  try  fuch  a  fpirit,  but  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  is  in  the  spiritual 
man.  And  for  calling  the  fcriptures  the  Word  of  God,  we  cannot  but  look 
upon  it  as  an  improper  expreffion,  -They  being  Many  Words,  not  the  One 
Word ;  and  Chrift  is  called  in  the  fcripture,  not  only  the  Word  God,  but 
the  Word  of  God.  And  if,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  true  fenfe,  we 
keep  herein  to  the  expreffions  of  fcripture,  and  its  form  of  words,  which 
:  vare  ibwid ;  furely  we  cannot  juftly  be  blamed  for  fo  doing. 

But  whereas  ye  aiHrnl  the  fcripture  to  be  the  rule ;  confider  ierioufly, 

and  anfwer  me  this  queftion.     H(m  is  it  a  rule  ?  Whether  it  he  a  nde^  as  it  is 

Uttr^lly  underfieod  ?  Or,  Whether  it  muft  not  be  intdrpretedy  before  it  tan  be  un-- 

.  derjio&d  as  a  rule  f  li  it  muft  be  interpreted.  What  mufi  be  the  ifUerpreter ; 

whether  muft  it  be  the  Spirit  of  God^  or  a  marls  wifdom  t 

As  to  that  queftion.  Whether  the  writings  of  any  now  be  of  epusl  weight 
with  the  fcriptures  ^  I  have  this  to  fay  : 

The  weight  of  the  words  which  arc  from  God's  Spirit,  is  according  to 
the  ftrength  of  life  which  he  pleafeth  to  cloathe  them  with.  He  fent  fonh 
Moles,  the  prophets,  the  Son  in  that  body  of  flefli,  the  apoftles,  in  his 
name  and  authority ;  and  the  angel  that  he  fends  with  the  everlafting  goC- 
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pel,  after  the  apoftaiy,  to  preach  to  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue,  arid 
people,  he  lends  not  without  his  authority ;  yea,  the  meflage  that  he  thus 
fends  in  any  age,  hath  a  peculiar  reference  to  the  ftatc  of  the  world,  and 
the  ftate  of  the  people  of  God  in  that  age ;  and  none  can  flight  it  (whether 
it  be  fignified  by  word  or  writing)  without  dafhing  againft  God's  authority, 
and  de0>iring  him  that  fpeaketh  inf  thefe  latter  days.  Y^a,  the  immediate!' 
word  of  the  Lord,  fpoken  and  declared  at  this  day,  by  any  man  to  whom  ic 
pleafeth  the  Lord  to  commit  the  fame,  is  of  no  lefs  authority,  nor  more  to 
DC  flighted  now,  than  it  was  in  his  fervants  in  the  days  paft,  by  whom  the 
fcriptures  were  given  forth. 

Concerning  Chrtji. 

CHRIST  is  that  word  of  eternal  life,  which  was  glorified  with  the  Fa- 
ther before  the  world  was ;  who  in  the  full  appointed  time  took  up 
the  body  of  flefli,  prepared  by  the  Father,  to  do  the  will  in,  and  did  the 
will  in  it,  fulfilling  all  righteoufnefs,  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  very  heart  of 
the  Father ;  for  whofe  name*s  fake  the  fins  of  believers  are  pardoned.  And 
this  fame  word  of  eternal  life,  and  no  other,  which  took-  that  body  of  flelh 
upon  him,  is  2^0  manifefted,  and  dwelleth  in  the  hearts  of  his  faints ;  who 
(as  they  receive  him  in  the  faith  which  is  of  him)  dwells  in  them  richly, 
manifefliing  in  the  veflel  the  treafures  of  his  divine  wildom  and  knowledge* 
Now,  this  is  the  precious  knowledge  of  Chrift  indeed ;  and  this  is  it  every 
one  is  to  wait  for,  to  find  a  meafure  of  the  fame  life,  the  fullnefs  whereof 
dwells  in  him  bodily,  dwelling  in  our  mortal  bodies,  and  making  us  like 
unto  him,  in  Ipirit,  nature,  and  converfation.  And  he  that  knoweth  not, 
but  oppofeth  this  (in  any  of  its  appearances,  or  operadons)>  either  in  him- 
felf  or  others^  is  fo  far  of  the  dark  antichriftian  fpirit. 

Concerning  the  Form  of  Sound  Words. 

NO T  only  the  form  of  found  words,  but  alio  the  good  knowledge  of 
the  heavenly  things  themfelveSj  have  been  miferably  loft,  and  buried 
in  the  ruins  of  the  great  apoftafy.  And  though  God  hath  oftentimes 
touched  men's  Ipirits,  and  given  them  fome  fenfe  of  the  antichriftian  ftate 
of  darknefs  \  yet  have  they  not  had  that  regard  thereunto,  fo  as  to  be  led 
thereby  out  of  the  ftate  of  darknels,  but  are  found  in  Babylon,  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  L-ord,  at  the  very  time  of  his  coming  to  deftroy  her.  For 
though  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  call  out  of  Babylon  -,  yet  there  is  great  dan- 
ger of  not  obferving  and  following  the  call  \  but  of  abiding  ftill  there,  and 
partaking  of  her  plagues. 

Now,  though  men  have  had  the  fcriptures,  yet  wanting  the  Spirit  of 
God,  and  not  knowing  how  to  turn  their  minds  thereto,  and  diftinguilh.his 
voice  from  the  voice  of  their  own  fpirits  and  rcafonings  (yea,  of  the  enemy 

alfo,. 
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alib^  who  liech  in  wait  to  deal  into  mens  tnind&  fa1(e  apprehenfions  from  the 
fcnptures),  they  have  not  came  into  a  dear  underftanding,eitherof  the  things 
or  words  of  fcripture ;  but  with  that  knowledge,  and  thofe  apprefaenGons 
of  things,  whicti  they  have  gathered,  they  have  many  tinies  been  ready  to 
figlit  racber  againfl:  Chrifl  than  antichriil ;  and  fo  their  confelTions  of  fsdtb, 
a/id  expofitipns  of  fcriptures,  have  been  mixed  things  \  rather  fuiting  to 
their  own  beliefs  and  apprehcnfions,  than  the, true  nature  of  the  things 
tliemfclves:  yea,  by  this  gathered  knowledge,  they  have  been  in  great 
danger  of  a  defperate  oppofing  the  pure  adminiftration  of  God's  truth, 
from  and  in  the  light  and  power  of  his  own  Spirit.  Likewife  the  churches 
they  have  gathered  and  built  up,  they  have  done  in  a  way  of  imitation  of  what 
was  done  once  formerly  by  the  power,  and  in  the  authority,  of  the  Spirit ; 
but  not  in  the  fame  power,  life,  and,  authority.  I  might  fay  the  fame  about 
their  ordinances  and  duties  •,  wherein  thq  Lord  (God  knoweth)  hath  mani- 
felted  to  others,  and  can  manifeft  to  them,  that  they  have  erred  very 
much. 

It  is  true,  ye  have  rejeftcd  fomc  wood,  hay,  and  ftubblf ;  and  we  acknow- 
ledge  the  Lord's  goodnefe  to  you,  in  that  ye  have  gone  fo  far.  Yea,  but 
there  is  yet  more  to  be  rejeded ;  and  all  imitations,  and  knowledges,  and 
interpretations  of  fcripture  out  of  the  pure  life,  are  to  be  laid  afide  j  and 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  waited  upon,  in  the  light  which  is  of  him  \  to  wliich 
the  mind  is  to  be  turned  from  the  darknels,  and  in  which  it  is  to  abide. 
Now  here  ye  are  very  Ihort  5  not  fo  much  as  come  to  the  outward  owning 
or  underftanding  of  the  way  •,  fo  far  are  ye  from  walking  therein. 

That  ye  feek  to  find  the  power  and  operation  of  Truth  in  your  hearts,  I 
^  do  believe  it  concerning  divers  of  you  •,  and  do  blefs  the  Lord  in  reference 
to  any  of  you  that  it  is  fo  with  you;  and  from  my  heart  defire  for  you, 
that  your  hearts  may  be  anfwered  by  the  Lord  therein,  and  that  ye  may  iecl 
prefervation  through  that  which  is  of  him  in  you^  though  diftin(SUy  ye 
know  it  not,  nor  how  to  have  your  minds  turned  towards,  and  to  wait 
upon,  the  Lord  in  it. 

So  to  feek  to  have  Chrifl:  formed  in  you,  and  to  know  union  with  him, 
and  a  real  implanting  into  him  s  to  know  him  as  a  vine,  as  head,  a  living 
ftone,  a  root,  as  meat  indeed,  and  drink  indeed,  iic.  this  is  precious  in- 
deed to  defire,  but  much  more  precious  to  witnefs :  and  oh !  that  ye  alio 
knev  the  way,  the  living  way,  wherein  God  communicateth  thefe  diings 
abundantly,  to  thofe  who  once  fat  in  the  defolate  and  barren  places,  mourn- 
ing and  forely  crying  out  for  the  want  of  them  \  for  then  ye  would  not  op- 
pofe  us  for  turning  people  from  darknefs  to  light,  but  be  one  with  us 
therein ! 

The  integrity  which  is  in  any  of  you,  is  of  God;  and  though  the  foul 
miflafcc  aboui:  a  duty  or  ordinance,  yet  the  cry  therein  after  him  is  not 
wholly  rcjeded  and  defpifed  by  him.  But  ye  Would  know  much  more  of 
him,  if  yc  were  acquainted  with  him  in  his  own  way,  and  worihipped  him 
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in  the  everlaftjng  ordinance,  which  is  the  pure  light  of  his  Son ;  which'  was 
before  the  letter,  brings  the  foul  nearer  to  the  Lord  than  the  letter  can,  ancj 
gives  a  fuller  communion  with  the  Lord  in  Spirit,  than  can  be  had  or  en- 
joyed through  words  or  conceptions  of  things.  And  the  end  of  the  letter's 
teflimony  is  to  bring  into  the  Spirit  and  power,  which  is  the  adminiftration 
gf  the  gpfpel. 

Concerning  inward  ImpreJJions. 

AL  L  the  impreflions  which  are  from  the  holy  pure  power  of  the  living 
God,  are  of  the  go{pel  adminiftration,  and  are  of  great  ufe  and  vir- 
tue \  and  he  that  is  gathered  out  of  the  dark  power,  into  the  pure  power  of 
^  God,  who  is  light,  and  who  gathers  into  the  light,  by  the  mcffage  and  mi- 
niftration  of  the  gofpel,  in  that  light  hath  a  difcerning  of  the  power  into 
which  he  is  gathered,  from  the  power  out  of  which  he  is  gathered.  And 
here  he  neither  can  nor  dares  receive  any  impreffion  of  the  dark  Ipirit  and 
ix)wer  (which  is  known  and  experienced  to  work  in  great  fubtilty  and  de- 
ceiveablenels)  nor  refufe  any  motion  or  impreffion  which  is  of  the  Pure  and 
Holy  One.  But  ye  lay  the  great  ftrcfs  upon  owning  ^doflrinals  according 
to  your  apprehenfions  of  them ;  whereas  ye  muft  come  much  further  out  of 
Babylon,  out  of  man's  fpirit  and  wifdom,  more  into  the  pure  fear  and  wait- 
ing upon  God,  more  into  the  fenfe  and  power  of  truth,  and  into  the  light 
and  knowledge  which  is  thereof,  before  your  do6lrinals  can  be  owned  and 
fubfcribed  to,  by  that  which  is  of  God.  And  this  fprings  in  my  heart  in 
true  love>  and  tendernefs,  and  melting  bowels  concerning  you  :  Oh !  that 
ye  held  the  head  !  I  queftion  not,  but  that  ye  hold  notions  about  the  head,, 
according  to  your  underftanding  of  things  \  but  to  hold  the  head  is  a  far 
deeper  thing  than  fo. 

As  for  that  pafTage  about  communion  with  God,  apply  it ;  Oh !  apply 
it,  or  rather  wait  for  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  to  apply  it  clofe  to  your  hearts !. 
For  It  is  poffible,.  by  his  light  and  Spirit  in  his  own  due  fealbn,  he  may 
maj  make  manifeft  to  you,  that  much  of  that  which   goeth  with  you  for 
communion  with  God,,  is  not  really  fo :  and,,  indeed,  in  the  true  love  and. 
upright  tendernefs  of  my  heart  towards  you,  I  would  not  have  you  miftaken 
about  thcfe  things.     As  for  raptures,  the  error  is  eafy ;  but  in  that  which 
lies  low  in  the  pure  fear  is  the  prefcrvation*     And,  friend ;  I  pray  confider 
this  queftion,  which  now  is  in  my  heart  to  thee.     Thou  fpcakeft  of  depart- 
ing from  the  faith:  Ah !  friend^  art  thou  yet  come  to  the  faith  ?  Do,  not: 
anfwer  it  Qightly  •,  for  I  put  it  not  llighdy  to  thee,  nor  without  a.  caufe. 
For  through  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  an  other-guife  knowledge  and 
fcnfe  of  things,,  in  this  day  of  the  LiOrd!s  power,^  isxeceivcd,  than  thou  h^ft: 
yet  attained. 

That  a  man's  doftrinals  are  right  according- to  fcripttnre  in  all  tfe  mam 
fubftantials,.  i^  no  infallible  rute.  to  try  what  gow^r  it  is  that  works  in  him,, 
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or  what  his  fpirit  isj  becaufe  deceit  works  in  a  inyftery,  and  the  fpirit  of 
error  may  come  in  (heep's  cloatbing,  and  may  get  good  words  and  fair 
Ipceches  to  deceive  the  heartis  of  the  rnnple.  And  tliere  were  thofe  that  held 
a  form  of  godlinefs,  and  had  not  the  true  power,  but  denied  it';  and  fuch 
were  to  be  turned  from;  becaufe,  denying  the  true  power,  they  denied 
tiie  Lord  that  bought  them,  and  fo  held  not  the  head ;  and  he  that  doth 
ft),  whatfoever  he  holds  of  the  dodrine  of  fcripturcs,  hath  fufficient  caufc 
to  queilion  his  communion  with  God,  and  aUb  the  truth  of  bis  ravi(hments 
and  fpiritual  enjoyments,  and  all  his  duties  and  graces. 

Again ;  a  man  may  apprehend  his  do£brinais  to  be  right,  as  'to  the  main 
fubftantials,  when  indeed  they  are  not  fo.  For  the  doctrines  of  the  g(^pel 
are  myfteries.  Faith  is  a  myftery ;  the  love  of  and  in  the  Spirit  a  myfte^ ; 
obedience  to  the  truth  a  myftery ;  the  right  confeflion  of  Chrift  in  and  thro* 
the  Spirit  a  myftery ;  the  worfliip  of  God  in  Spirit  a  myftery ;  juftifica- 
tion,  fandification,  and  the  peace  and  joy  pf  the  Spirit,  myfteries  of  the 
kingdom,  &fr.  and  it  is  eafy  mifting  and  mifunderftanding  thefe  things, 
but  hard  to  come  to  the  true  knowledge  of  them ;  and  if  any  of  the  true, 
inward,  fpiritual  knowledge  of  thefe  things  be  received  at  any  time,  it  is 
hard  retaining  it,  nay  impoftible  rightly  fb  to  do,  but  in  that  which  gave 
It.  And  indeed  this  is  the  great  myftery  of  religion  •,  to  wit,  to  begin  in 
the  Spirit,  and  fo  to  travel  on  in  the  pure  light,  life,  and  knowledge  there* 
of,  and  not  to  entertain  or  mix  with  any  thing  of  the  flelh«  But  now  if  a 
man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  or  if  he  be  not  able  to  diftipguiih  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift,  in  its  Voice,  motions,  and  workings,  from  the  other  Spirit, 
and  from  his  own  wifdom  and  underftanding  v  when  he  reads  a  fcripture,  he 
may  eafily  err  and  miftake  about  the  do^rines  thereof,  and  let  in  iomewhat 
of  his  own,  or  the  other  fpirit's  forming,  inftead  of  that  which  is  the  pure 
truth  of  God.  And  then  this  which  he  hath  fo  let  in,  will  caufe  him  to 
misjudge  concerning  the  truth,  when  God  panifefts  and  brings  it  forth 
purely  and  unmixedly  in  others,  and  make  him  a  great  enemy  to  it. 

This  was  the  cafe  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  and  great  priefts,  in  the 
time  of  Chrift  j  they  ftudied  the  law,  gave  interpretations  of  it,  being  ap- 
pointed by  God  to  prefcrve  the  people's  knowledge  •,  and  by  their  under- 
ftanding pf  the  law  and  prophets,  Chrift  could  not  be  the  Mefliah  ^  for, 
plainly,  that  appearance  or  his  difagreed  with  the  law  and  the  prophets, 
according  to  their  underftanding  of  them.  Chrift  was  to  abide  for  ever ; 
but  he  faid,  the  iSon  of  man  muft  be  lifted  up.  Yea,  the  very  difciples 
themfelves  underftood  not  this  for  a  long  time :  and  if  the  fenfe  of  the  life 
and  power  of  the  Father  in  him,  had  not  bowed  down  their  fpirits,  they 
alfo  would  have  fea(oned  againft  him  in  many  things.  JUnn  Chrift  cometb^ 
no  man  knowetb  whence  he  is ':  but  we  know  this  man  whence  he  is*  Aiid 
when  Nichodemus  (who  was  touched  with  the  fenfe  of  his  power)  ieemed 
to  favour  him ;  what  faid  they  to  him  ?  Search  and  loak^  for  out  ef  Galilee 
arifeth  no  frophet.    And  they  themfejlves,  in  fearching,  and  looking,  and  try. 
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ing  biy  thp  fcrlptures,  found  ium-not  Mive  with  Mffes  and  the  hm  which. 
I>e  had  given  nam  God(who  they  laid  mey  knew  was^  Q^):  but  whereas 
Mofe^  ha4  gifM  a.  ftnft  comma^  aboyt  the  fabbaxhi  t4x>n  whv(;h  there 
was  00  work  to  be  done,  nor  burthen  borne,  &r.  he,  on  the  other  hand, 
bids  a  man  take  up  bis  bed  amt  walk  m  the  fabbatb.dof.  How  could  this  be  the 
Mejfiaby  of  whom  Mofes  wrote  (would  they  fay  in  their  hearts)  ?  Would  he 
.teach  and  pra^^ife  contrary  tO;Moi^?  So  tha(  theve  is  no  certain  oying  by 
thi^  icriptures,  ^tj^ep:  than  a  nian  is  certain  that  be  hath  thf  underftand- 
ing  of  thoie  fcripturea  which  he  trieth  by,  fcppi  .Qqd'f  Sfirit.  -  For  was  npt 
thE  plain' to  thoBiy  that  no  bcHtfaen  wa^  to  be  born«  m  the  fabbath?  And 
do  they  not  herein  (according  la  tjiieir  under^andings  and  knowledge  pf 
th^  ibripture)  $nd  Chrift  contrary  to  Mofes  anid  {hp  prophets?  What  tben^ 
would  toliow  natur^y?  A  d^eiy,er!  a  deceiver>  wpald  they  prefently  cry. 
He  cannot  be  cf  God  \  let  .^in  talk  of  what  power  he  will»  it  cannot  be 
God's  power :  we  iiced  a  furthe?  fign  froQi  hijn,  b«for$  we  can  believe  hiaa 
to  be  thc^Mc^Ealp. 

But  the  w^f  of  try^pg  dQQ?Jip?f>y  ^  «flerr,i«4  Sjpri?,  and  pure  ^gbt  Qf 
truth  in  the  heart,  is  certain  sin4  ififi^lib^.    He  v);^  is  truth,  ^nd  i¥>  lye^ 
never  deceives  ^9iVit  truith;  yea,  the  very  inftii)^  .^  his  life  and  nature 
diftii^uifbe^  tl^ipg^  truly,  9414  never  teaches  th^,  })eart  to  err^  ;whQ  is  ac- 
quainted with  it,  ^d  keepc^h  to  it.    And  what  'i^  the  Spiiic  nyl^-h  is  givea, 
and  why  v^  he  jgiyea  f  Is  he  o^t  abo^re  the  letter?  And  wh^e  he  is  ri^eiyed, 
is  he,  not  to  be  ^kfv>wledged  a^bove  4c  ?  Is  not  |)is  l^w  of  lights  il^^ten  hy 
his  finger  in  the  h^rt,  above  ^ny  liberal  defcriptioQ  ^rcpmoia^ld  pf  it  \  Wie 
xnuA  m  the  .Sp^rif  above  cl^.  j^ripci){j&$,  and  the  min^ftration  €^  che  Spirit 
above  the  miniftrapoiti  of  the.leitter.    We  cannot  be  clear  before  x^  Ii^4> 
ixk  giving  way  ti»  ai&y  profefiprs  on  the  earth  b^ei^^  but  n)ui]t .  ie(Ufy  for 
God  againft  ^era.    .Y<a,  he;that  h^h  received  the  t^cuncing^  and  knoweth 
how  ir  teachethy  and  how  it  preiervetb  from  iiU  th^c  ied^cech,,  caqnot  but 
give  the  honour  to  it,  and  acknowledge  that  it  is  the  great  ,prdinance  of 
God  in  the  go^)el,  <;ven^^bQve  and  beyond  the  Jetter.     And  till  he  is  lb 
known  and  feceiK^ed^  ihep.can  never  be  able  to  diftif^uifti  the  trpths  of  God, 
as  held  .forth  by  hin^in  tlie  icriJHunes  of  truth,  jfrom  ,their  own  .conceivings 
and  aj^rchenfjops  ;about  thmgf,  bpt  will  be-re^dy  tp  take  their  own  appre- 
henfionsandcop^^ing^foririgi^    ^nd  baviog  fo  done,  they  canpot  but 
niif-fee,  mifiakf ,  af)d  a>isiudge  abpMC  that  which  U  truth  indeed.    ^  that 
the  doctrine  ny^d^-they  Uiu^  ij?c  vp»  i$  not  :ipd«<i  the  dpftrine.pf  truth 
accorduig  to  the  icriptur«8i  bpfrathfar  tbat-Wfhioh  they  conoeive  w4  have 
in)agincd£;>  to  be. 

So  -tba^,  wt^cr-eas  tbpu  fay^ft,  ".Ypijr  rejigioii  pop^fts,  firft,.  Qf  right  ^- 
prclienfiojw,  £^r/*  we,  on  \kf^  other  liand,  capapt  but  teftiiy,  as  vije  have 
been  convinced  by  the  Lord,  ^4  fok  and  und^rftood  in  hiin  that  is  tr#e,  that 
a  xx>an  muft  iii^ft  receiffe  tlte  S^rit,  before  he  ca<i  hiive  right  s^ppr^nfions 
about  the  myftfiy  ^  Gpd,  Qi#^  ^c  bi^g^ufc  the  Spwit  ic^c*wih  tie 
p       VOL.  IT.  N  n  n  '    deep 


\         - 

4*58  G<m€6rning  the  Light, 

•deepr  lyings  of  j6od;«Ddf he  things  Of  God  knows  DO  tttan  but  b)r  the 
Spirit:  therefiwrc,  there  is  a' necelfit^ for  people -firft  to  be  turned  to  the 
Spirit  'dl  God,  ^6  b^g  the-firft' ftep  in  the  1^7  to  trut  hving  knowledge. 

Concerning  the  Ligtt.     '     '  " 

•  »  <  *  ■. 

CHRIST,  who  Itad  dF  jpbwef  gii^en  hhn  Sy  the  Pathen  and  authorfty 
ft)  fend  fofth  meiJeh^ers  to  preach  the  gofpd  of  his  falt^tion,  hefent 
forth  Ms*  apoftles  and  lervants  to  tipftify  anft^decKire  *iF*  it;  '*^' 

Thaft  which  thty  were  to  pi^ach  and  tdSMy^of,  was,' That  k»hicbwas  frm 

'the  beginkings  even  the  eternal  lifey  iohiihivis  wth  the  Father^  and  was  md- 

'  nifijied' unto  them.    And*  this  is  the  m^lFage  whith  they  heard  of  him,  atid 

wercf'to  deetoe  to  others;  S'bat  God  is  lights  \s^-h  bim  is  nodirknefs  at  aX. 

'And  this  word  of  faith,  this  v^ord  which  was  fiwih  die  beginning,  this  wond 

*whi(Jh  recoricilcs  the  foul  to  Giod,  th^  wei^e  to  preach,  ^»near  in  the  heart 

and  in  the  mouth.     And  the  intent  of  their  preadting  and  ieRifying  oPthii, 

was  to  turn  men  to  it;  from  the  darknefs  within  to  the  light  within;  from 

othe  power  of  Satsm  within,  to  die  power  d[  God  within.^    Thus  was  the 

gofpel  pleached  before  the  apoftafy,  and  thus  is  it  again  preached  after  the 

apoftafy;  and  this  light,  this  life,  this  power  of  the  invifible  word,  is  wit* 

ne%d  again  to  become  the  fakation,  as  it' was  bdore  the  ap6ftafy. 

:    Now  here,  being  turned  to  this,  this  difcovers  die  d^nefs,  the  Ic^ 

eftate,  the  captivity,  the  bands,  the  mifery  of  the  foul,  and  gives  to  long 

after  the  Sai^our ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  it  alfo  Iheweth  the  Saviour  whom 

it  cau&th  the  foul  to  lotig  after ;  and  in  the  waiting  upon  the  Saviour  in  the 

light  which  is  of  him,  giveth  to  partake  of  his  falvation. 

And  fo  here  we  come  to  have  that  work  of  Gdd  renewed  in  our  hearts 
and  fpirits,  which  at  any  time  was  formeHy  wrought;  and  wrought  more 
clearly  and  efFedtually ;  as  it  muft  needs  be,  as  the  mind  is  turned  toward 
and  gathered  into  the  pure  light,  life,  and  power.  And  in  this  we  are 
taught  to  own  Chrift,  as  he  appeared  in  diat  body  of  flefii,  and  what  he 
did  in  the  life  and  virtue  of  the  Father ;  yea,  the  prccioufnefe  of  that  his 
facrifice,  both  in  its  own  nature,  and  in  the  eye  of  the  Father ;  and  we 
bleis  the  Lord  for  him,  and  believe  in  the  Father  through  him.  Yea,  we 
blefs  the  Lord  for  the  declarations  of  the  good  things  in  the  fcriptures,  and 
read  them  with  joy  and  thankfulnefs  to  the  Father,  and  in  the  watch  agamft 
that  which  would  imagme  about  them ;  for  we  know  any  fuch  thing  (let  in- 
to the  mind)  darkens.  So  that  we  do  not  fall  (hort  in  k  true  owning  of 
Chrift,  as  he  appeared  in  that  body ;  and  alfo  we  know  and  own  the  lame 
word  of  eternal  life  ap|)earing  in  us ;  fo  that  we  can  fay  truly  with  the  ^oftle^ 
tt  batbpleafed  the  Father  to  reveal  the  Son  in  «x,  and  it  is  the  eternal  ttfe^  it  is 
tie  Son  indeed  of  the  Hofy  Gody  and  not  another. 

Nov^  for  that  way  of  working  which  thou  ipeakefi:  of,  of  feeing  a  man's 
nakednds,  fikbinefi,  wretched^  toft,  undone  condition ;  of  beii^  convmced 
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of  ixis  oWn  im^cency^  that  his  help  is  not  in  himfidf ;  that  all  his  nghte- 
oufneft  is  as  filthy  rags  \  of  crying  out»  wl^at  (hall  I  do !  Woe  is  mc,  I  am 
undone  I  What  (ball  I  do  to  be  faved  ?  How  ihall  I  app^^ar  before  the  Lprd  ? . 
A«d  fo  of  mourning  in  fecrct,  and  the  fore  running,  i^c.  and  the  difcovery 
of  Chriftf  as  was  in  that  day,  as  offered  witboijt  nooney,  without  price,  &r. 
and  fo  the  foul's  hunnblfi  and  cordial  casing  itlelr  upon  him,  ^c.  and  de* 
firing  to  know  hiiPf  not  only  is  a  Saviour,  but  as.  a  Lord  alfo,  reigning  over  it, 
fSc.  AU  this  we  knew,  in  the  true  and  fendble  experience,  as  it  was  re- 
vealed in  that  day.  But  we  knew  not  the  word  of  li&  within  to  be  the  word 
(chough  we  felt  operations  from  it)  1  and  fo  were  not  founded  upon  the 
lock,  upon  the  wcnrd  of  life^  as  revealed  within.-,  and  fo  when  the  ftorms 
came,  they  had  greater  power  upon  our  fpirits  than  we  believed  they  could 
]>offibly  have.  And  now  in  the  Ijord*s  freih  vifiting  of  us»  we  have  not  loft 
any  thing  we  had  before,  nor  do  deny  any  thing  that  God  wrought  in  us 
then }  but  have  it  again  with  advantage,  and  precious  additions,  from  the 
Lord  God,  in  that  pure  light  of  life  wherewith  he  hath  vifited  us. 

And  now  God  having  demonftrated  this  thing  to  us»  fhewing  us  what  it 
is,  and  giving  us  to  partake  of  the  precious  virtues  of  it  \  how  can  we  call 
it  lefs  than  a  meafure  of  Chrift,  of  his  Spirit;,  than  the  feed  of  the  king- 
dom *,  than  the  heavenly  leaven,  6f^.  ?  knowing  and  experiencing  it  aflur- 
edly  to  be  that  very  thing  which  Chrift  fo  called  in  his  parables  \  and  that 
in  you  which  is  offended  at  us  fox  it,  we  know  to  be  not  the  true  birth,  but 
the  birth  of  another  wifdom,  which  is  to  be  caft  out  with  its  mother :  and 
it  will  be  a  happy  day  with  you,  if  ever  ye  come  to  witnefs  the  calling  of 
it  out ;  which  ye  can  never  do,  till  ye  come  to  know,  and  own,  and  be 
fubj«ft  to,  Chrift  within,  to  the  pure  commandment  and  Word  of  life  in  the 
heart,  to  the  law  which  cometh  out  of  Sion,  and  to  the  teftimony  and  word 
of  the  Lord  firom  Jerufalem.  And  they  that  come  not  to  know  it  caft  out 
of  them  by  the  power,  they  therebv  wiU  be  caft  oyt  with  it« 

But  that  there  are  fome  glimmerings  of  light  remaming  in  fallen  man, 
directing  concerning  mwj  things  mcjcally  good,  as  to  honour  parents,  to 
deal  juftly,  to  do  as  we  would  be  done  unio^  (Sc.  there  is,  thou  (ayeft,  a 
light  difcovering  thefe  thLnss  as  duties,  and  the  contrary  to  be  evil,  and 
there  is  alfo  ibme  anfwerable  ftrength  to  come  up  to  fuch  moralities.  If 
thou  meaneft  a  light  diftind  from  the  Spirit  and  divine  nature  of  God,  I 
defire  thee  to  manifeft  it  from  fcripture :  for  Adam  was  to  die  the  death 
that  very  day  that  be  finned.  And  the  death  and  curfe  came  upon  his  poA 
cerity,  who  are  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins^  but  the  light  that  difcovers 
and  leads  out  of  evil  is  from  Chrift.  That  which  maketh  fin  manifeft,  is 
)iis  light.  .  I  read  that  the  grace  which  bringeth  falvation,  hath  appeared  to 
all  men ;  and  that  that  teaches  men  to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly^  lufts, 
and  gives  them  ftrength  Ip  to  do ;  and  that  it  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  to 
Goovince  of  fin  ^  and  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ftrived  with  the  old  world 
to  reduce  them  ftom  their  evil  jrays ;  and  that  he  gave  the  Jews  bts  |;ood 
.      ,  .  N  n  n  2  Spirit 
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Spirit  to  infl:ru£t  tfiem,  but  they  rebeUed  againft  him :  but  that  there  ait 
fomc  glimmerings  of  light  diftinft  from  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  tenching  fal- 
len man  to  do  this,  and  Ibme  anfwerable  ftrengch  in  him  to  walk  up  there- 
to, I  read  not. 

It  ii  the  promife  of  the  new  covenant,  that  God  wHl  write  hi$  laws  in  the 
heart  •,  and  whatever  of  his  law  is  written  in  any  man's  heart,  it  is  by  virtue 
thereof;  for  man  is  dead  unto  God's  law  naturally,  and  his  eye  blinded  by 
the  God  of  the  world  ?  but  that  which  opens  liis  eye  to  fee  what  the  hn 
faich,  is  the  light  of  the  Spirit.  For  that  which  maketh  manifed  is  light, 
and  that  which  may  be  known  of  God  in  the  Gentiles,  is  made  manifcil 
to  them  by  the  light  of  God  in  them  ;  which  Ihineth  in  their  darknefs,  bu: 
their  darknefs  cannot  comprehend  it  -,  but  it  fathomcth  and  comprehcndcth 
the  darknefs,  and  is  able  to  gather  the  mind  out  of  it,  being  fubjcded  to 
'  it,  in  the  will  which  rr  creates  and  begets,  through  the  eternal  power  which 
vifits  by  it,  and  is  prefent  with  it,  to  work  the  mind  out  of,  and  deliver  ir 
from,  the  darknefs.  And  as  this  light  comes  from  Chrift  (for  be  is  ibe trui 
Rgbt^  that  enligbtenetb  every  man  thai  cometb  into  the  world)  ib  it  difcovers 
and  maketh  manifeft  Chrift,  in  his  nature  and  Spirit,  and  leadeth  and 
guideth  towards  him  *,  and  he  that  is  led  to  him  in  Spirit,  and  born  oi  him 
in  Spirit,  cannot  mifs  of  the  benefit  and  virtue  of  what  he  did  in  that  body 
of  fieOi  %  being  gathered  into,  and  found  in,  that  which  is  of  him,  to  which 
all  bebngs.  And  ia  and  by  this  is  received  that  nature  wherein  the  law  is 
anfwered  j  and  the  work  of  anfwt;ring  the  law,  is  through  the  renewing  of 
the*  mjnd,  and  an  evidence  of  fomewhat  of  a  new  nature ;  every  degree  of 
which  nature  is  begotten  and  maintained  by  Gbrift,  th^  pow^  ot  God-, 
who  is  over  the  fall,  and  the  whole  corruption  thereof.  But  by  tlie  oU  cor- 
rupt nature  or  mind,  can  no  man  do  the  things  contained  in  the  law;  /or  it 
is  enmity  againft  God,  and  is  not  fobjedt  to  his  holy  law ;  neSdier  indeed 
can  be.  But  the  law  is  fpiritual>  holy,  juft,  and  good,  convening  the  foui^ 
and  making  wife  the  fimple  5  which  work  it  efFcfteth>  where-evcf  it  is 
written  in  the  heart,  by  the  finger  of  God's  Spirit. 

Then  again^  as  touching  God*s  imputing  Chrift*s  aftit^  Md  p^ve  obe- 
dience>  6?f .  we  do  not  lay  the  ftrefe  of  jultification  in  befi«ving  a  noiion, 
eoncerning  Chrift's  a£tive  and  paffive  obedience  -,  but  this  we  know,  that 
Chrift  did  obey  and  fufier,  and  that  it  was  for  our  fakes }  and  that^  for  his 
isdce,  there  is  a  gift  ^given  us  from  the  Father,  to  draw  us  to  Chrift ;  and 
that  he  that  is  overcome  to  God,  by  the  gift  of  his  light,  is  thereby  drawn 
out  of  the  darknefs ;  and  that  that  gift  brings  every  man  (that  hears  the 
heavenly  voice  thereof,  and  follows  it)  into  the  Son's  lights  into  the  Son's 
nature,  into  the  Son*^s  life,  into  the  Son's  Spirit ;  in  which,  the  Gentifcs 
might  partake  of  remiffion  of  fins  for  his  fake,  being  gathered  tkenby  out 
of  the  darkneis,  into  his  light  and  power.  For  though  they  hod  nevtf 
heard  the  outward  found  or  name  Chrift  \  yet  feeling  the  thing,  tfinl  being 
gathered  to  God  by  ttit  things  the  value  ^  leirtue  ef  ft  ootfl^AOt  bot  re* 
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dfnind  to  thein  ^  *for  it  is  non^  (^  wcwgrd  aame^  ^t  (fad  iimtfd  life  and 
pawer^  which  is  th^  SavioHr. 

^nd  whereas  the  voice  of  tlie  Spirit  faith^  W^  cvtry  one  that  thirftttb^  i^mi 
yi  to  the  waters  y  what  are  the  waters  to  which  (he  thirfty  are  invited  to  Q9me  ? 
Did  we  not  believe  in  Chrift,  ^d  caft  ouflblves  on  Ghrift  in  that  dajr,  ac-^ 
cording  as  thou  apprehendeft  ?  And  yet  the  jthirft  and  cfy  of  our  iotds  wis* 
not  fatisfied.  Bun  the  living  waters  iatisfy  the  thirft.  Nor  is  it  a  be* 
lieving  a  relation  concerning  the  thing;^tiut:  a  receiving  of  the.thiftff)  of 
tjie  nnilk,  of  the  wine^  of  the  living  water^  which  anfyipers.  the  defireof  the 
thirfty.foul.  And  by  coming  to  the  living  waters,  and  hearing  the  living 
voice,  and  eating  and  drinking  the  living  food^  t^  foul  lives,  and  the  ever- 
lading  coveYiant  is  made  with  ir,  even  the  fure  mercies  of  David,  which  arc 
fare  in  the  covenant  of  lifts  for  ever.  Aad  thoife  that  are  livings  in  and  by 
the  true  life,  cailnot  define  to  reap  or  enjoy  any  thing  out  of  the  new  cove- 
nant of  life,  but  only  in  it.      /-  :      ,  . 

This  is  in  my  heart  concerning  you :  Ye  h,y  the  fifefs  tipon  a  notion,  aiid 
%ip{Hi  an  a6k  of  the  creature  from  and  upon  a  notion  i  whtch  they  that,  are 
out  of  the  lite  may  perform ;  add  who  (that  hath  any  faife  of  a  nuui  \vt 
him)  would  nee  perform,  to  avoid  peri(bing  h  That  is,  who  would  not  thua 
Gaft  himfelf  uppn  Chrift,  if  believing  after  fuch  a  manner  would  fave  him  t 
And  yec  there  is .  alio  a  difference,  a  very  gr^at  diflferencie,  .botweetf  doiiig^ 
of  it  now,:^hfnChrift  is  generally  owned  as  the  SavioWf  and  doing  it.  then, 
when  he  was  generally  diibwned.  In  them  who  thus  bette^^ed,  it  argued  the 
teachings  of  tlie  life  and  power.fo.  to  do;  but  now  tbe&l'iD  of  owning  Chrift 
is  far  more  common  than  uny  form  or  way  of  difowning  htm. .  So  thaf  now» 
not  the  word^  nor  the  form,  nor  the  outward  owmag».  or  the  caftiiig  of  the 
foul  upon  Chrift,  is  ib  much  to  be  confidered  or  vidiued^  but  rathqr  the 
l^wer,  th^  light,  the  life,  tlie  gift,  wherein  and  whereby  this  is  alone 
i:^ghtly  and  truly  done.  And  hjs  that  owneth  Chrift.  aright,  wiH  own.tbiit 
which  is  of  Chrift,  the  manifeftation  and  gift  of  his  Spiriti^  the.fliining  of 
his  pure  light,  firft  in  the  darknefs,  and  then  om  of  the  darkneis,  to  that 
mind  which  it  hath  gathered  and  preferveth  out  of  the  darknefs# 

And  then  tor  being  compleat  in  Chrift-  in  a  relative  way,  while  the  heart 
is  unmortified,  and  unfubdued  to  God;  it  is  a.dtogerous  miftaking  about 
theie  things*    I  do  cqnfefs  that  Qns  are  pardoned  upon  a  true  belief,  and 
the  foul  enters  into  the  covenant  of  life,  and  is  accepted  with  the  Lord,  as 
ic  finds  entrance  thereinto,  and  walks  therein.    And  there  is  no  condenimh^ 
tion  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift,  who  walk  not  after  the  fi^^  but  after  the- 
Spirit.  But  if  there  be  an  hearkening  to  the  fle(h,  and  walking  after  the  lofts^ 
^nd  defires  there<^9  is  there  no  comlemnation  then  ?  Is  not  the  jaftificattoln. 
in  the  covenant,  arid  according  to  the  laws  of  the  covenant?  Alas!  eiml 
bow  do  men  imagine  concerning  tbmgs  I  and  fo  in  their  imaginations  juftify 
thenpkielvea  wherein  the  Lord  condemns  them ;  and  know  not  the  way  oif 
the  i:oiiEtJai»fttv  aad.€^  t^  jufiififsatkm  thucof.    f « then  b.  a.  mm  ccnrrnafit, 

as. 
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as  wett  as  as  aii  old  (and  the »i|(^  is  ik^  Uke  the  did)  v  ^nd  a* wafting  iriA 

God  in  the  new  covenai|£  %.  and  cv«rpftcp  in  ii  his  life  juftifies,  .ami  every 
fiep  t3f\k  of -it  his  iife^oondaniiis ;  aad'che  Mediator  of  die  new  <x>^iiant  juil 
tifies  it  according  to  the  new  covenant,  and  never  otherwiie.  For  the  way 
of  God  is  peifeft  (the  way  of  life,  the  way  of  reconciliation,  the  way  of  re- 
demption); and  tte  feul  is  only  accepted  find  juftificd  of  the  Lord  therein. 
Yea,  juftiScation  is  a  myftery  to  man's  wi^om  and  underftanding,  with  all 
bb  knowledge  he  can  gather  from  fcripture  i  and  he  only  knows  it  who 
teeis  it,  and'  hath  the  experience  of  it^in  that  which  is  true,  and  whidi 
cannot  deceive* 

Qmcerning'Jnjlification.  ^    . 

THE  apoftle  James  faitk  exprefl^.  That  by  works  a  man  is  juffified, 
and  not  bf  ^ith  only^  and  his  words  were  from  God^s  Spirit,  and 
are  mie,  and  the  Lord  faw  an  ufe  and  fen^  of  them^  There  are  works 
Whk^  are  exdadcd  the  oovedsit  of  Kfe,  arid  there  are  wcK'ks  which  are  roc 
cicd\2dedt  no  m>t  cd  jtiftificittion.  There  are  works  reqoiced  by  the  cove^' 
Aant ;  works  brought  Jro  the  £uth  and  b)r  the  power  Kjf  God ;  Md  wbefi 
they  are  brought  mthe  Kght^  It  iimade  manifeft  that  they  were  wrou^t  in 
God  9  eren  works  thieMiare  of  his  Son,  wrought  in  the  life  and  by  the  Spirit 
of  bis  Son,  md  diefe  the  Father  always  jtsftifieth.  Yet  we  ck>  not  fay  tUs 
is  a  man's  juftification  for  his  fins  pad,  but  they  are  fbrjg^ven  ibr  his  name's 
iake :  oor  do  they  expiate  fins  afmwaid  dotnmitted^  t^.  btit  the  advMate 
intercedes,  and  his  Mood  waflies  them  away^  But  this  we  fay,  that  alone 
in  the  fisuth,  in  the  obedience  of  the  new  covenaatj  the  juftificatioa  of  the 
new  tovenant  is  witnefied:  and  the  new  covenant  juftifietk  fto  lio^  nor  the 
fool  in  fin  $  but  puigeth  away*  the  fin,  and  juftifieth  from  it,  washing  off 
the  venom  and  defikment  of  the  widcal  %irit  from  the  omfcience^  whick 
die  Lord«irgeth  to  the  faith,  and  by  the  virtue  of  the  water  and  blood 
which  the  faith  brings  in. 

.  Now  having  been  led  by  God  into  the  pure  covenant  of  life,  and  having 
there  had  the  true  fenfe,  knowledge,  and  experience  of  thinfts,  even  of  the 
trmk  a$  it  is  m  Jefus,  we  cannot  but  fpeak  and  teftify  of  it  as  we  have 
felt  and  received  it  ^  and  here  we  know  and  find  certainly  and  in&UiUy, 
tfaot  it  is  nbt'the  law  ^.¥»dss  which  juftifieth  the  believer,  nor  the  obedi- 
csice  or  righteoufiiefs  thereof  v  but  there  is  a  righteoufiieis  revelled,  of 
«n  higher  nature  and  kind  than  the  riffhteoufiieis  cf  that  law,  which^  is  made 
die  ibul's.  m.oQd  by  the  fiiith.  And  this  is  Chrift^s  righteoufiieft,  the  ridifie*- 
4)^ne&;of  his  ]i6^  the  righteoufnefs  of  hia  nature^  the  righteoufnefs  <^  hts 
^itic,  which. is  revealed  in  the  finil*  and  which,  in  the  union  with  Chrift, 
becMoes  the  ibul's,  and  Chrift  thereby  is  made  of  God  unco  us  rightaouf^ 
nefs.  And  the  works  which  .are  wrought  in  man  by  this  i^httous  ^irit 
and  holy  power,  are  of  far  more  value  in  themfidvcs,  and  of  more  accepta-* 
Gjod).  dum  man's  obedience  to  the  law  oould  be^  coukl  he  obey 

ever 
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^er^^titedtyi'fbr  thde  ai^'i^  btgber  priocipley  and  of  a  far  more 

excellent  nature,  ^tHt  and  kind,*  tkan  main  natofc  and  fpirit  is;  «id  ]%t 
the  acceptance  19  not  fbt  the  #Qi4l:s'  ^fidte^  boffbr  the  lake  dF  the  worker  of 
thefe  wmks. 


^  •  I 


•       CMcerning  God's  Ltive  to  Mankind 

GREAT  is  the  kvve  of  God  to  mankind,  who  defireth  not  their  de- 
ftruftion,  bdt  their  redemption  and  falvation  from  that  which  deftrojr- 
.eth.  Now  from  and  according  to  this  love,  hefentChrill  asraranfom,  a 
propitiation  for  the  fins  of  the  wh(^  worid :  ^and  not  only  fo,  but  he  hath 
given  him  as  a  light  to  enlighten  all  the  dark  parts  of  the  earth,  that  every 
toul  mieht  believe  in  his  light,  and  by  its  guidance  and  power  come  out  dT 
the  darknefs:  and  the  free* gift**  ISr  as  Wge  and  M  powerful  to  fave,  as  the 
ofience  or  offences  are  to  deftroy.  So  that  God  hath  not  only  faid  it,  but 
iie  bath  manifefted  fbat  he  defireth  not  the  death  of  a  fitiner>)  but  would 
have  all  men  to  be  faved,  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  his  truth,  and  g^^of 
iiis  graces  that  they  might  be  faved  theitby.  Aad  this  is  the  KOil^U  even 
(he  grace  which  bringeth  falvadon,  and  the  power  of  ecenuS  net  to  all 
mens  doors  \  by  and  in  which  the  Spirtt  of  the  Lord  God:(who  is  abk  to 
ikvt}  drives  with  them  and  in  them  (according  to  his  pleafiue)  ag&inft  the 
enemy. 

Now  for  men  to  interpret  a  iferipcure  ib  as  to  ovetcuip  thisj,  contrary  tb 
the  very  drift  of  the  gofpel,  and  contrary  to  the  ^erjf  nature,  and  heart  of 
God,  they  do  not  well,  nor  by  the  guidance  of  his  Spirit  iii  lb  dciofl^  And 
tiow  in  love  to  thee,  though  I  have  not  mucb  freedom  eo  opea  theie  thiogSt 
knowing  that  they  are  above  the  fUte  of  moft  people  to  uoderftand,  and 
%hat  it  is  rather  proper  for  them  to  wait  in  what  is  dear  and  mamfeft,  tlum  to 
meddle  with  things  hard  to  be  underftood,  and^decpfy  myfttfious,  hefisre 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  opens  them  to  them :  yet  i  lay,  in  love  I  find  free- 
dom m  the  Lord  to  fay  a  little  to  thee.  Mind  the  words  of  the  apoftle^  ia 
fear  and  reverence  towards  the  Lord;  IVbat  if  Cody  wUUi^  ufoewiis  wratb^ 
and  to  make  bis  power  known^  endiered  witbnmb  bng-fufferii^  tbe  veffds  of  bis 
wratb  fitted  to  deftruSHon  ? 

Now  oonfider,  how  is  God  willing  tojbew  bit  wratby  and  to  make  tbe  power 
of  bis  deftroying  a  veffol  known  ?  Is  it  a  thing  natural  to  him  ?  Is  it  not  co»- 
'trary  to  his  nature  ta  deftroy?  Any  who  can  teftify  any  diing  of  the  life  of 
God  in  their  hearts,  do  they  find  any  thing  of  a  deftroying-nature  in  it  ? 
ChrHt,  who  was  the  exprels  image  of  God,  dkl  not  be  oome  to  fave  ?  Did 
he  come  to  deftroy  any  f  And  when  any  refifted  the  counieL  of  God  againft 
thenifelves,  was  it  not  grievous  to  him  i  O  Jorufideml  Jernfdem !  bow  often 
would  Ibamgatbered  tbeot  Here  the  heart  of  God  towards  xhe  fona  of  men 
may  be  read,  as  in  a  true  glafs.  And  before  the  Lord  gives  them  up  to 
deftruA)oO|  doth  he  not  endure  them  with  much  long-fuflfering  ?  And  is  it 

not 
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not  tfie  proper  interne  «if(thftJKMdi^  |pirtM(gr^iice»  and  loog-foffimog  «C 
d^  CO  kad  imq  to  f(«|)«i|CMae-<ri  4^.  <il'  4.  Ap4  chcytliac  arc  Ijcd  by  cIkt 
bng^fafibihg >^  tdp^t»  4f>  dbejr  <K)t  M9<9f^..k  1*^9000  ?.  a  P^L  iii.  15* 
Ah  !  wait  on  God,  that  diou  mayeft  underftand  thefe  things  from  him  as 
they  are ;  and  not  according  to  the  imaginations  and  reaibnings  of  thine  own 
wildom  and  underftanding.'  it  hath  been  a  bag  night  of  darkneis,  where* 
in  many  mifapprehenrions  and  falfe  conceivings  upon  fcriptures  have  been 
fwaliomdifowhy  iirhkiH  thQf,iO)^pitiQd  us  undfiy  wA  bare  with  us  in  thenar 
but  now  it  is  high  time  tQ.bpw/dQ^a  (oa^d  recei?^  that  light  which  puigeth 
the  vefici  iram\aU:  Jfn^h:  «rfr%fpi^tbei>fi<^s.  ^nd  I^Hiconceiyi^  which  are 
as  reaUy  hcty  ^und  jfttibbie;rio  :tjie.4ght.  a£;C4i9d>  as  the  gibQeil^kneisof 

pc^Jery  is-     .      .   •  r  t^'  :::!•::»" 
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W&:own  the  x>m  btprifdPt)  and>  blefied  he  the  Lord^  are  baptized 
th(;rbwtth  inii»  <»fe  kcAf,*  That  of  w^r  yas  but.  the  forerunner' j^ 
Aiue  tl^  ^^QHi!  x£CWt1(iJbaptif^  wjhich.il  ^th  the.Iioly  Spirit  and  fira 
IKocirwheiiOirift.feot;hta.i^QftlrsrJx^  did  he  &nd  them 

<H>  bapttzer  with  chtt  feceluo^r's  l^i^fm,.pr'witli  his  own  baptifm,  wbe^ 
itt  iiid^-Go  teach  ail  Mtthnii..k9pti?^ngt^JnH  the  name^  &cf}. }  Paul prok- 
feffeth  openly  he  was  not  feht  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  go^pe}.  Wa$ 
im  not  an  apofOe  i  HfA  lie  9Q!t  i^esi  the  hffti  ?:hhd  k^  i¥>%  im  commiflion 
(taai  hirti^  Bid  not  the  apoft^Uck  con^ngvi^ion  contain  baptifi))  as  fuUy  a^ 
pi;eachiiig  ?  Is  it  not  f«id.  He  that  ieiifvesb^  ai$d  is  baptized^  Jhait  be  -^favei  ? 
,Yes,  without  doubt,  it  did  contain  Chri^>  baptifm  (widiout  which  tjiei^ 
3$  nofalvatidn)  as  wdl  as;  preaching ;  bu(  th^  busptifm  of  water,  wiuch  w^ 
or  figdrqof  tfae  thing  (wi^h  Patri  did  find  freedom  to  do  to  fome)  Paul  Jai^ 
'ht  was  aoc  fent  to  dOb  He  did  h  not  by  cooimandment,  hxu  he  might  dp 
it  by  pcrmxffion,  as  wel  ^  Qircumcife  ^  which  was  another  £igure  of  thp 
&nie4;h(f%.      . 

Conc^nmg  PerfeSim. 

CH^I^T  ti  a  pexffrffc  pb}Mtcaan,  tind  is  abk  to  wiark  a  p^rfe^  core  on 
the  Jiebrt  chat  believotk  d^  iaim,  and  waitttth  upon  him :  yea^  he  canop 
lo  deftly  dicimrks  of  the  devils  to  cleanfe  man's  mind  of  the  darknefs  aod 
^wer  of  SauQ,  end  to  fiU  it  with  the  Hfe  and  pow^r  of  firiKh)  and  he  feat 
^ofth  a  miniftry  not  only  for  the  beginninK»  hut  Icm*  the  pef&&ing  of  the 
work :  yea^  his  Word  in  die  mouth  and  heart  is  power&l,  ihavper  than  a 
two-edged  fw^^  and  he  can  caft  out  the  ftrang  man,  and  cvtf  down  all 
that  is  corrupt  and  contrary  to  hinaiiblf,  and  break  down  every  ftrong-hold 
in  the  mind)  and  ipoil  all  the  goods  c^  the  enemf*  Chrift^ikjeFi^e  l^ds  his 
difcipfo^  Bef^fea^  as  their  imvenfy  Fatiwr  is  ^erftH -^  and  this  apoftie  bids 

men 


*  Concerning  Jufiification^  465 

»«ii  f^feSl  boUmfo  in  tie  fiar  €f  Ged^  that  they  might  be  fully  feparated 
^m,  and  not  fo  much  as  touch,  the  unclean  thing  *,  but  enjoy  tlie  promile.H 
of  God's  dwelling  in  them,  and  walking  in  them,  whofe  temple  under  the 
gofpel  is  to  be  pare.  And  if  a  man  wait  upon  God  in  the  work  of  purify- 
ing, and  witne&  the  power  and  virtue  of  the  new  covenant,  even  the  fear 
put  into  the  heart,  which  keepeth  the  heart  clean,  and  will  not  fuflfer  it  to 
depart  from  the  Lord,  and  witnefs  the  powerful  law  of  the  endlefs  life 
;iving  him  dominion  over  the  law  of  (in  and  death  in  the  members,  and  the 
ipirit  of  the  Lord  put  within  him,  caufing  him  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to 
keep  his  ftatutes  and  do  tliem  \  furely  this  man  cometh  near  to  perfe£tion. 
Did  Cbrift  cure  perfe&ly  outwardly  in  the  days  of  his  flefli  \  and  (hall  he 
not  cure  perfedly  inwardly,  in  the  day  of  his  Spirit  ?  Yes,  certainly ;  the 
hme,  the  detf^  the  blind,  the  dumb,  the  lepers,  waiting  upon  him  in  the 
way  of  his  covenant,  (hall  be  cured  by  him  as  perfedly  inwardly,  as  ever 
the  others  were  outwardly.  And  then  is  the  day  of  joy,  and  of  reaping 
the  good  things  whieb  the  promifes  contain,  feedins  on  the  fe^  of  fat 
things  on  God's  holy  mountain,  in  peace  of  fpirit,  in  lecurity  from  the  foul's 
enemies,  none  of  them  being  able  to  come  near  to  hurt  or  deftroy  ^  nay,  not  fo 
much  as  to  make  afraid  on  the  mountain  of  God's  holinefs :  and  then  the 
feng  of  Mofes,  and  the  fong  of  the  Lamb  is  fung,  and  walking  in  the 
way  of  holinefs  witnefied  -,  whjch  no  unclean  thing  can  pafs  over  to,  but 
omy  the  ranibmed  and  redeemed  of  the  Lord. 

Now  if  any  man  come  in  truth  to  witnefs  this  from  the  Lord,  and  hath 
found  by  his  confuming  fire  the  dro(s  burnt  up  in  him,  and  his  foul  cleanfed 
from  what  Is  corrupt  and  unrighteous )  doth  he  deceive  himfelf,  or  is  be  a 
iiai^  if  he  fay  the  Lord  hath  cleanfed  me  from  all  my  unri^hteoufnefs  ?  And 
did  John  fpeak  there  of  his  own  ftate,  or  of  the  ftate  ofthe  other  apoilles 
and  believers,  who  were  grown  up  in  the  life  and  power  of  truth,  and  had 
overcome  the  wicked^one,  by  the  ftrensth  of  Chrift  in  them  ?  Or  did  he 
Tpeak  condefcendingly  (as  the  apoiUes  orten  did  with  the  weak  :  becoming 
as  weaki  when  they  were  exalted  by  God  to  an  higher  ftate  than  that  con- 
dition fignified)  ?  Had  he  not  fellowihip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son  ?  And 
was  not  his  joy  full  ?  And  Is  the  joy.  of  any  full,  while  fui,  while  corruption, 
is  near  and  hath  power  \  while  Satan,  while  the  powers  of  darknels,  are 
mt  trodden  mnder  foot  ?  There  is  a  ftate  of  rigliteoufnefs  without  Chrift, 
wherein  if  a  man  iay  he  hath  no  fin  (and  fo  thinks  he  bath  no  need  of 
Chri(t)  he  deceives  himfelf.  But  there  is  a  power  in  Chrift  to  perfedfc  the 
work  of  redemption  in  the  hearty  to  fantflify  the  creature  wholly,  in  body, 
foul,  and  (ptrit  \  yea,  lus  leaven  received  will  work,  and  works  daily,  till 
it  bath  wrought  all  out,  and  the  whole  be  leavened  \  and  he  that  truly  feeleth 
it  (b,  and  can  iay  in  God's  prefence,  and  in  the  true  feat  and  humility  of 
heart.  The  old  leaven  is  wholly  wrought  out,  and*  the  new  hach  wholly  lea« 

ven«d  me  \  this  is  not  tine  voice  of  deceit,  but  of  truth,  in  him* 

» 
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4^6  Concerning  PerffS^ion. 

Asfai^  tbat  quefVipn,  Wh^th^i^  Chrift  hath  not  reigned  in  hts^ritall 
along  in  the  fouls  of  his  true  people  ? 

A^w.  1  here  hath  been^htlk  c^  Chrifc'^  reign  in  Spirifi  wirne&d  all  alon^ 
the  apoflafy.  It  is  a  great  matter  to.  come  to  witocfe  Ckrift's  reign  in  the 
heart :  y^a,  there  are  nuny  who  never  yet  caiDe  througih..tbe  fu&rii^  which 
goes  before  the  reign :  but  the  crofs^  the  power  o£  the  'crofs^  and  the 
tliorough  death  thereby  of  all.  that  ftand^  in  the  way  of  Ghr ifl's  puit  reign^ 
ing^  is  ytt  to  be  taken  upvdod  many  journeys  fo  be  gone^  before  men  %:ome 
to  witnels  Chrift's  kingdom^  and  the  reign  of  his  Spirit  therein  ?  ' 

There  are  fonie  other  paffggcs.  which  I  find  in  my  .heart  to  fay  iomewhat 
to.  One  is  this;.  **  That  ye  know  through  niercy  when. ye  are  well.-,  thas 
**  ye  are  fatisfied,  ^^.** 

There  hath  been  a  cloudy  and  a  dark  day ;  which,  for  its  jthicknefe,  may 
well  be  called  night ;  wherein  the  people  of  the  Lord  liave  been  fcattercd 
from  noountaln  to  hill,  feeking  their  refiing^place. 

>  *  Now  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lordi  after  this  thick  night  of  darknefs  to  ga- 
tjier  the  fcattered  fheep,  and  ta  become  the  phy&cidn  (in  the  miniftration 
of  his  Spirit,  life,  and  power)  to  heal  them,  and  bind  them  up» 

And  thofe  that  have  been  Tick  and  diftrefled,  and  brought  into  the.,  true 
,  fenfe,.  they  feel  the  need  of  the  phyfician^  aiid  blefs  his  name  for  the  heal-* 
ing  which  he  bringetb  with  him  under  his  wings. 

But  there  are  fome  that  are  fat  and  ftroog,  and  whole  and  com  pleat  bp 
an  imputed  righteoufnefs,  accordbg  to  their  own  afqprehending  \  and  .ihefe 
are  well ;  tiiefe  are  fatisfied ;.  they  have  no  need  of  this,  vifitadon.  of  God, 
nor  of  this  difpenlation  of  l^e  and  power  from  on  high. 

There  w^  a  church,  once^  before  the  apoftafy  took  pLacev  that  knew  the 
truth  better  than  ye  do,  that  faid.  She  was.  rich,  increafed  with  goods,  and 
had  need  of  nothing ;  and  yet  wanted  the  tried  gold,  ihe  white  raimettr, 
and  the  eye-falve.  And  if  ye  knew  how  aright  to  wait  on  the  Lord,  and 
receive  counfel  and  light  from  him,  perhaps  ye  might  therein  iee  alfo,  that 
ye  are  deftitute  of  and  want  the  fame  things* 

Now  in  that  we  teftify  to  you  that  we  have  been,  in  your  ftate,  and  ftiliy 
experienced  it,  and  &en  in  the  light  of  the  Lord  the  truth  thereof,  aid  the 
defeats  thereof;  and  in  love,  and  in  the  leadings  of  God's  Spirit,  are  diawn. 
to  teftify  thereof  to  you,  and  have  from  him  received  i;he  knowledge  of  the 
living  way,  which  was  made  manifi^  be£x€  the  apoftafy,  and  is  now  again ; 
and  are  taught  and  enabled  by  the  Lord  to  walk  with  him  therein,  the- 
Lord  having  led  us  into  that,  and  brought^  us  forth  in  that,  from  which  all 
the  apo^ates  have  eixedt  oiad  out  of  which,  they  aU  are ;  tlu$  fhould  not  be 
a  thing  (lighted  by  you^.  but  being,  a  weighty  tcftimony^  and  oi  great  con* 
cernment  to  you,  ftould  be  weig^dly  ccinlidered  of,  and  determined  ia  you» 
by  that  which  ak)ne  is  able  to  decide  ic  Now  if  ye  weigh  this  teftimonj  by 
fcriptures,  and  have,  not  a  true  underftanding  of  tho&  &xiptures  from  God, 
jre  will  but  thereby  err  the  more,'  and  be  the  more  confident  and  hardened 
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{fl  jrmar  ermm»  and  fo  gp  oii  m  n  kind  of  fatbfii£&ofi  «id  peace  *1q  IdckiQg^ 
againft  the  jpricks. 

And  as  km:  our  confidence,  nw  can  tndy  idv  in  the  Spirit  of  tnithr  Wc 
knov  that  we  are  pf  God,  gisithered  unto  hin  oy  the  kfe  and  Spirit  of  hi9 
Son  revealed  in  us ;  ahd  ve  cwdd  eat  our  bread  in  fecret,  and.  dmnk  the 
water  of  life  out  of  our  own  cifterns  filently,  but  that  the  Lord  required  ud, 
and  his  k>ve  conftraineth  us,  and  it  is  due  to  the  glorious  work  of  his  mercy* 
aod  power  towards  us,  to  dedate^  in  the  feafons  of  his  chufing,  what  the 
Lord  hath  done  for  our  poor,  diitrefled,  mouoning,  wandering,  undone 
fouls,  Now  if  others  are  confident  without  a  cdufe ;  that  doth  not  make 
void  our  confidence,  which  is  grooaded  upon  the  truth ;  nor  the  teftimony 
thereof,  ifluing  forth  fit>m  and  in  the  truth :  but  that  whidi  is  of  God  hear*' 
eth  and  owneth  it,  and  ieeleth  the  work  'Of  his  love  and  great  power,  and 
bkfieth  his  name  therefore. 

As  for  thoie  expreflions,  ^^  It  is  enough  for  thee  that  JcTus  Chrift  is  thine» 
««  &</*  ib  far  as  thou  fedeft  union  with  him,  in  the  principle  of  life  whidi 
is  of  him,  thou  mayeft  fay  fo  truly.  But  is  k  not  ftrange,  tbit  thou 
(houldft  be  of  it,  and  not  be.able  m  know  and  own  it,  in  ^his  day  of  its  ma- 
nifeftation ;  butcallthe  l^t,  wfaidi  is  (plritual  and  eternal  (andgives  the  true 
and  certain  knowledge  of  Chrift),  natural  ?  What !  of  God,  of  Chrift  (having  \ 
received  the  Spirit,  the  livinK  "well)  and  yet  sot  know  cbe  myftery  of  itfe 
within,  Bor  its  pure  voice  in  this  preient  day !  but  limit  the  unlimited  One 
to  a  form  of  words  formerly  fpoken  by  hittil  how  do  tbefe  things  agree  -wtf  h 
whsc  thou  profef&ft  ?  3ufiely  lAiey  ate  deeply  in  cbe  intft,  who  know  not 
Chrift  firoffi  anrichrift  \  but  fight  agaiaft  Chrtft  and  his  Jigl^,  as  if  it  were 
(^  antichrift  or  nature.  Now  we  are  one  wich  any  of  you  (though  ye  know 
it  not)  fo  far  as  ye  know  and  are  of  the  truth,  and  feel  true  union  with  what- 
ever is  of  God  in.you.  . 

Thus  in  fsuthftdnefs  to  God,  and  in  love  to  truth  and  tendernefs  to  thee, 
I  have  given  forth  that  wluch  fpraiig  in  me  towards  thee.  And  indeed  I 
fin^y  breathe  to  the  Lord  in  my  fpiric,  that  it  may  be  ferviceable  in  the 
hands  of  the  Lord  .for  •aby  ^ood ;  even  to  ihake  that  knowledge  and  fenfe 
which  is  not  of  him  in  thee  (though  thou  ftrongly  believeft  it  to  be  of  him),* 
AOdfo  to  'hqng.thee  to  the  in&dKble  ienfe  and  experience  of  the  true  foun- 
dation, and  to  a  fixed  building  and  eftablifliment  in  Spirit  thereupon,  in 
that  light  which  is  of  the  Father ;  that  therein  thoU  mayeft  own  and  partake 
of  the  miniftration  of  the  everlafting  and  pure  power  in  thy  prefent  day  and 
generation ;  which  is  now  fo  difpenfed,  as  it  hath  not  been  Once  the  night 
of  the  apoftafy.  Blefied  be  his  name,  whofe  light  fliines,  whofe  life  is  made 
manifeft,  whofe  power  is  rifen  out  of,  and  reigns  over,  the  darkneis ;  whofe 
love  and  mercy  abounds  in  the  hearts  of  the  redeemed-ones,  who  abun- 
dantly partake  of  the  covenant  of  life,  and  of  the  precious  promifes  of  the 
gofpel,  to  the  praife  of  the  riches  of  the  gt-ace  and  mercy  which  were  to  be 
TCveailed  in  the  ages  to  come  after  the  apoitafy,  and  are  fo  revealed,  and  are 

O  o  o  2  yet 
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'  *  yet  more  to  be  revealed,  to  the  increafe  of  the  glory  of  his  namCs  and  of 
the  joy  and  confobtion  of  his  redeemed-ones  \  who  find  that  to  be.  God's 
power  and  wifdom,  and  mighty  redemption  to  them,  which  to  others  is  a 
ftumblins-block,  weaknefs,  and  foolifhnefs :  and  he  who  ever  was,  and  (till 
is,  the  linr,  is  once  again  become  a  ftumUing-ftone,  and  rock  of  ofience  ta 
both  the  hooiea  of  Ilrael ;  who.  though  they  have  longed  after  him,  and 
breathed  for  him,  and  prayed  that  his  kingdom  might  come ;  yet  now^ 
when  he  is  come,  they  know  him  not,  but  are  wife  and  ftrong  in  refitting 
and  oppofing  him;  which  is  much  to  their  hurt  and  great  danger,  as  the 
Liord  God  feeth  in  the  light  wherein  he  dwells,  and  as  he  hath  given,  his 
children,  who  dwell  with  him  in  the  fame  light,  to  fee  with  his  eye.  And 
friend  \  take  heed  that  thou  turn  not  the  edge  of  thy  weapon,  even  of  thy 
fcripture-knowledge,  againft  Chrift  (there  were  thofe  that  once  did  lb);  nor 
that  thy  table  become  thy  fnare :  for  that  was  the  cupfe  which  lighted  oa 
jthofe  who  oppoied  Chrill's  appearance  ki  flefli  \  and  it  may  alio  (in  the 
juft  and  mod  righteous  judgment  of  God)  befall  thofe  whaoppofe  bis  ap- 
pearana:  in  fpirit  in  this  his  day. 

And  as  for  what  I  have  written  uoto  thee,,  thou  Ihalt  one  day  witnels  that 
I  have  written  to  thee  in  true  love^  and  in  the  true  light  and  fenfe  oi  truth: 
and  if  thou  canft  retire  into  that  which  is  of  God  in  .thee,  and  receive  the 
true  fenfe  and  underftanding  thereii  thou,  wilt  thero  feel  it  fo  now.  And 
oh !  that  thou  couldft  diftinguifh  between  God's  witnefs  in  ^y  heart,  and 
the  voice  of  thy  underftanding  and  gathened.  knowled^  I  that  thou  mighteft 
leceive  a  being,  life,  pure  lenfe,  and  underftanding,  in  that  which  is  pure 
of  God  \  that  the  gold  might  be  feparated  from  the  drois,  and  there  night 
come  forth  a  veffel  for  the  refiner  !^ 

» 
25tb  of  the  1 1  th  month,.         I  am  a  tover  of  (buls,  and  an  earneft  defijtr  after 
^^1^  their  welfare ;  but  efpecially  ^  fuch  as 

breathe  after,,  and  long  fbr^  communioR 
with  the  Lord,    in  tJiat  which  is 
living  and  pure, 
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TotbeBrft. 

A  Man  is  juftified  upon  account  of  Chrift,  of  being  in  him,  believing  i 
.  in  him,  obeying  his  gofpel.  All  thefe  have  reference  to  juftificatioo, 
according  to  the  foul's  experience,  and  according  to  the  fcriptures,.  and  none 
of  them  are  to  be  eiecluded.  God  hath  appointed  Chrift  to  be  a  prince 
and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance,  faith,  and  remifllon  of  fins ;  and  in  the 
exercife  of  that  repentance  and  faith,  the  righteoufnefs  and  juftification  is 
received.  And  the  Lord  condemns  the  unbeliever,  becaule  he  believes  not ; 
and  the  difobedient,  becaufe  he  obeys  not  the.  gofpd :  and  he  alio  juftifies 
the  believer  and  the  obedient,  becaujfe  of  the  faith  and  obedience  of  his 
Son  which  he  finds  in  them.  And  in  this  faith,  the  righteoufnefs,  the  pure 
righteoufnefs^  flows  ^  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  covers ;  and  it  is  not  only 
the  principle,  but  alfo  the  garment,  of  righteoufnefs  and  falvation ;  yea»  alt 
that  Chrift  did  in  the  flefli  comes  in  here,  and  the  foul  feels  and  partakes  of 
the  virtue  and  value  of  it  all,  being  found  here.  But  out  of  this  are  the 
notions  a^d  imaginations  of  mens  minds^  upon  and  about  fcriptures  con** 
cerning  the  thing  i  who  indeed  and  in  truth  (as  it  really  is)  know  it  noL. 

^0  the  Second. 

There  are  two  covenants,  and  there  are  works  of  each, .  works  required-. 
by  each.  In  the  old  covenant,  obedience  to  the  law  of  Mofes  is  required* 
In  the  new  covenant,  believing  in  Chrift  (this  is  the  work  of,  God^  that  ye  be- 
lieve in  Bim  wBom  be  batbfent)  and  obedience  to  his  gofpel  and  Holy  Spirit. 
Now  thefe,  and  the  works  of  the  old,  are  not  one  and  the  fame,  nor  have 
the  fame  acceptance  and  juftification  with  the  Lord,  Nay,  though  a  man 
could  perf(H*m  all  thc^faw  of  Mofes  exadlly,  yet  would-  he  hot  be  therein  fo 
juftified  in  the  fight  of  God  as  the  believer  is ;  bis  faith  and  obedience^ 
which  he  receiveth  ftorot  Chn%  and  performed!  in  the  ftrength  of  his  grace 
and  new  life,  being  of  an  higher  kind,  and  more  excdlcnt  nature,  than 
man's  fulfilling  the  law  in  his-  own  natural  capacity  and  principle  can  be.  I 
am  ibrry  thou-  haft  no  better  a  knowledge  and  favour  of  the  things  of  the 
kingdom,  than  to  teftify  a  diflike  of  this  diftindbn.  And  as  for  the  Papifts, 
we  meddle  not  with  them,  farther  than  we  are  led  by  the  Lord^  fijR  my^ 
j^rt,  I  know  not  what  they  hold  as  to  this  thing. 


3i:. 
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God  did  threaten  the  Gentiles  (wifhing  them  to  take  heed  of  boaft- 
ing  againfr  the  Jews)  that  if  they  did  not  continue  in  the  faith,  and  in  the 
fear,  they  ihould  be  cut  off,  as  the  Jews  were.  Now  there  was  a  great  and 
general  departing  from  the  faiths  and  anfwcrably  a  general  cutting  off. 
And  though'  life  was  rcfcrved  in  a  felcft  number  in  the  wildernefs  ;  yet  the 
true  way  of  gathering  into  churches  and  the  church-ftatc  fell  And  now 
being  fallen,  the  Lord  alone  is  able  to  rebuild,  as  he  buljt  at  Jirft.  Now 
imen  reading  the  -fcriptures  of  the  glory  of  the  former  church-ftate,  have 
been  longing  after  it  (which  was  good),  but  withal  too  forward  to  thruft  th^n** 
felves  into  it,  and  build  by  imitation,  without  the  dear  fight,  leadings,  and 
guidance  of  the  Spirit  j  and  fo  hav^e  not  built  up  in  Ae  fame  life  and  power 
by  which  the  building  was  at  firft,  and  can  alone  be  truly  raifed  again. 
Now  the  Lord  being  come  forth  in  his  power,  and  raifing  up  his  own 
btiilding,  the  fame  Spirit  that  raifcth  up  that,  teffifieth  againft  all  the  other, 
which  are  raifed  up  without  it.  And  indeed  the  teftimony  againft  the  pre- 
fent  churches  and  congregations  earhered  oat  of  the  power,  is  God's,  not 
ours.  But  confidef  ferioufly ;  John  had  a  reed  given  him  to  meafure  the 
temple,  Csfr.  when  pdrt  was  to  be  refcrved  for  God,  and  part  to  be  given 
to  the  Gentiles.  But  who  gave  you  power  to  gather  churches,  or  praftife 
thofe  which  ye  cail  church-ordinances  ?  ff^o  bath  rehired  theft  things  at 
ymr  bonis  f  And  where  doft  thou  read,  that  the^yentfles  did  tread  down 
the  outward  court  after  it  Was  git  en  them  ?  They  trod  down  the  holy  ciiy 
indeed  forty-two  montte. 

7i  /fe  FtVTlh. 

So  far  as  you  fee,  hear,  tafte,'feci  any  thing  in  the  pure  light  of  the 
truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  we  rejoice  therein;  and  heartily  defirc  the  in- 
creafe  thereof  in  you :  but  we  would  riot  have  you  miftaken  about  thete 
things. 

Yo  the  Fifth. 

'  Cencerning -the  word  or  oommandment  which  Moles  fpeaks  ^,   and 
which  PduU^d  was  the  word  ^  faith  which  they  preached. 

If  the  SiA  covefunc  had  b«en  ftulUefe,  thfire  Jiad  aot  been  pkce  left 
for  a  Jg^bcKid.  V^r  if  rt^erc  bad  betn  a  Uw  given,  ^hich  ^ould  J?0ve  ^gtum 
iife^  .rigbtmfnifi  fiwtU  iaa/e  i>em  iy  that  km.  Bi|t  aocwitkftaadif^  the  won- 
^kx^  which  God  ^  in  Egypt  and  the  wUderAefs^  aind  the  giviiig  the  law 
and  ordinances,  i^c.  yet  the  veil  was  upon  them»  vd  ^e  Lord  bad  not  given 
^bem  an  bwrtjo.p^ceivtt  nor  tyts  to  Jie^  nor  ^airs  to  bear^  49  that  very  day^ 
Deut.  xxix.  4.  Well  then^  thene  was  a  flecefficy  of  a  -another  coMenant^ 
and  thefe  words  which  Mofes  now  fpeaks  to  them  from  God,  were  words 

concerning  another  covenant  belides  that  made  in  Horcb. 

But 
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But  where  is  the  commandment  of  this  covenant.^  Where  is  the  law  of 
this  covenant  ?  Where  is  the  Word  of  tltis  covenant  ?  It  is  not  hidden 
from  thee,  neither  is  i£  far  offi  Ic  i&  not;  in  heaven^  that  thou  fhouldft  fay. 
Who  (hall  go  up  for  us  to  heaven,  and  .bring  k  unto  us,  thstf  we  may» 
hear  it,  and  do  it  ?  Neither  is  it  beyond  the  fca  j  but  tht  Word  is  very  n^b 
ttnt9  thee  J  in  thy  mouthy  and  in  tby  hearty  that  thu  rn^Ji  da  it.  And  this 
nigh  Word  of  the  other  covenant,  whereby  God  circumcifeth  the  heart,  to 
love  the  Lord  God  with  aU  the  heart,  is  the  Word  eternal,  and  no  other  j 
who  hath  received  this  power  of  the  Father,  and  none  elfe  hath  received  it : 
and  in  the  oI;>edience  to  him»  his.  righteoufiiefs  is  revealed  and  receiwd, 
and  made  the  ibul's,  from  faith  to  faith.  And  it  is  in  vain  for  you  to  think 
to  blind  our  eyes  eitlier  concerning  this  fcripcure,  or  concerning  the  thing 
itfelf  which  this  fcripture  teflifies  of;  God  having  opened  the  eye  and 
heart,  which  fees  and  knows,  and  which  in  the  true  light,  which  is  from 
and  of  the  Word^  fees  him  who  is  invifible  and  eternal,  even  the  life,  holy 
power,  wtfdpm,  and  righteoufnefs,  which  was  in  and  vgith  the  Father  be-^ 
fore  the  worid  was.  And  this  was  the  Word,  before  it  took  up  the  body 
of  de(h,  and  is  dill  the  Word,  and  no  other ;  and  its  commandment  is 
life  eternal;  in  the  pure  faith  whereof,  and  in  the  pure  obedience  whereto^ 
he  giveth  liie  abundantly :  but  out  of  the  faith  and  obedience  thereto,  he 
doth  neither  give  life,  t^  the  juftification  of  life ;  but  the  deceits  of  the 
enemy  thprc  prevail  in  mens  minds  concerning  thefe  things. 

Now  had  the  Jews  under  the  law  come  to  this  Word,  they  had  by  the 
light  thereof  underftood  the  law,  and  by  the  power  thereof  fulfilled  it.  And 
when  Cbrift  and  the  apoftles  preached,  had  they  that  heard,  felt  this  Word* 
they  could  not  but  in  their  hearts  have  believed  him  to  be  the  Lord,  and 
alfo  have  confefled  his  refurredtion  fn3m  the  dead ;  which,  in  that  day,  it 
was  a  great  thing  to  confefs,  being  not  revealed. by  fleOi  and  blood  ;  nor  the 
tcftimony  then  cafily  fwallowed  by  the  flelhly  and  earthly  part,  but  generally 
oppofed  by.it.  But  now  thefe  things  are  received  and  acknowledged  by 
multitudes  without  the  power ;  and  as  fo  received,  are  of  no  value,  nor  can 
fave;  but  the  owning  and  receiving,  and  being  born  of  the  Spirit,  life, 
and  power  (which  was  in  him)  favcs,  and  gives  I'uch  an  acknowledgment 
of  thefe  things,  as  is  of  the  life  and  power,  and  accepted  with  the  Fa- 
ther. 

But,  alas!  friend,  how  haft  thou  wrefted  and  perverted  this  fcripture, 
turning  afide  the  intent  pf  God*s  Spirit,  and  putting  thine  own  meaning 
upon  his  words,  driving  to  make  them  fpeak  what  thou  wouldft  have  tlicm ! 
Is  this  reading'of  the  fcriptures  in  reverence,  humility,  and  godly  fear? 
Oh !  that  God  would  give  thee  a  fenfe  of  what  thou  haft  done  Iierein  !  For 
neither  Moles  nor  Paul  doth  thus  reftrain  them,  nor  mention  any  fuch  fwc 
of  pepple  as  thou  fpeakeft  of;  but  thou,  by  thy  expofition,  makeft  void 
the  mind  of  God,  and  the  drift  .of  his  Spirit  in  the  fcriptures.  If  thou  haft, 
in  this  wifdom  and  latitude  of  thy  own  fpirit,  read  the  fcriptures,  not  know- 
ing 
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ing  Gbd's  Spirit  to  gird  and  limit  thee  from  thine  own  apptehendings  and 
conceivings,  what  kind  of /rule  haft  thou  made  to  thyfelf  out  of  them  ? 
Ah  !  friend,  if  thou  knoweft  God*s  Spirit,  keep  to  it ;  if  thou  knoweft  ic 
not,  wait  for  it  to  become  thy  guide  and  leader,  and  the  opener  of  fcrip^ 
turcs  and  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  to  thee. 

The  light  which  enlightcneth  ever^  mart  that  eometh  into  the  world,  and 
the  eternal  Word  or  Son  of  God.,  is  the  fame.  And  this  light  (hining  ia 
the  darknefs,  (hineth  and  enlighteneth  with  the  true  light :  And  the  end  of 
its  enlightening  is,  that  therein  men  might  feel  the'drawings  of  the  Fa- 
ther, the  ftrivings  of  his  Spirit ;  and  in  the  faith  thereof,  and  fubjedion 
thereto,  come  out  of  the  darknefs. 

Now  the  condemnation  is  not  becaufe  Chriit  hath  not  fufflciently  en« 
lightened  them,  or  that  there  goeth  not  fu9|cient  power  with  his  light  to 
redeem  from  the  darknefs;  but  becaufe  men  turn  me  deaf  ear  tahim,  will 
not  hear  him ;  but,  in  loye  to  the  darknefs,  hear  the  voice  of  him  who 
dwells  in  the  darknefs.  But  the  Spirit  of  Cbrift,  who  is  in  the  light,  and 
dwells  in  the  light,  who  ftrives  with  the  dark  workl  by  his  Kght,  is  able  to 
conquer  and  overcome  the  darknefs.  Yea,  tlie  Word  of  lire,  nigh  in  the 
•  mouth  and  heart,  is  able  to  overcome  the  power  of  death  there,  to  quicken  ^ 
to  gather  to  God,  to  fet  the  captive  free,  6?r.  Atid  the  reafon  why  men 
perifh,  is  not  through  God's  infuilicienc  vifiting  of  them,  but,  becaofe  of 
their  turning  from  tne  meafure  of  the  manifeftation  of  his  Spirits  They 
defpiie  the  day  of  fmall  things  \  they  will  not  come  tp  that  wherein  the  lif^ 
and  virtue  was  hid,  and  fo  lofe  the  day  of  their  vifitation,  and  mifs  of  the 
good  which  God  intended  to  them  thereby. 

And  whereas  thou  fayeft,  "  The  light  doth  not,  nor  cannot,  difcovcr 
"  Chrift,  and  his  being  raifed  from  the  dead,  &?r."  I  cannot  but  (ay,  on 
the  other  hand,  what  doth  difcover  them,  but  the  light  ?  How  came  the 
fcriptures  to  declare  of  Chrift  ?  Was  it  not  from  the  Spirit  ?  And  is  not  that 
fame  light  ftill  with  the  Spirit,  by  which  the  fcriptures  were  given  fonh  ? 
And  can  he  not  civc  it  forth  without  the  letter,  where  he  feeth  need  of  it, 
and  vouchfafeth  U)  to  do  ?  But  how  can  the  vaft  unbelieving  multitudes  of 
tl>e  world  experience  what  the  light  and  Spirit  of  the  ix)rd  can  do,  being  not 
fubjedt  to  it,  but  rebelling  againft  it.  Job  xxiv,  13.  And  why  may  not 
men  now,  by  the  light  ot  the  Spirit,  come  to  know  that  Chrift  is  come, 
dead,  and  rifen^  as  well  as  thefe  things  were  knoivn  and  believed  before 
the  fcriptures  were  written  ?  Yet,*  if  a  man  Ihould  not  know  the  outward 
death  of  Cjirift,  and  his  raifing  from  the  outward  grave  \  yet  being  in  the 
faith  of  the  power  (which  whomfoever  it  toucheth  and  draweth  to  it,  it  re- 
deems) that  gives  him  a  right  to  all  that  was  done  by  Chrift  1  for  then  he 
hath  union  withr  the  thing  which  faves,  and  ftrength  from  it  againft  that 
which  deftroys.  Yea,  there  was  a  time  when  the  difciples  of  Chrift  were  in 
the  faith,  and  yet  neither  knew  nor  beliey^d  his  death  and  relurre^tion : 
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>ea,  Peter,  mth  no  imaU  confidence^  faid,  Lfitd^  tins  fi)M  not  UuM^  thfi^ 
Mfitc  xvi.  22. 

As  touching  that  pafH^e.  of  renouncing  the  works  not  only  of  the  old 
covenant,  but  even  thoie  of  the  new  alfo,  as  filthy  rags,  that  is  manifeftly 
unfcriptural  and  unfavoury ;  the  works  of  the  new  covenant  being  fruits  of 
God^s  Holy  Spirit,  which  he  works  in  us  and  for  us.  If  any  man  be  in 
Chrift,  there  is  a  new  creation  (where  the  old  things  are  pafied  away) ;  and 
be  that  walks  after  this  rule,  walks  in  the  newneis  of  the  Spirit,  and  the 
Spirit  moves,  and  lives,  and  works  in  him.  Not  I,  but  Chrift  in  me.  And 
as  the  root  is  holy,  (b  is  alfo  the  fruit.  The  fear  which  God  puts  into  the 
heart  is  clean,  and  keeps  the  heart  clean  •,  and  out  of  the  good,  and  ho^ 
neft*  and  clean  heart,  comes  good,  honeft,  and  clean  fruit,  which  is  not 
unclean,  like  filthy  rags.  Read  Ifcn.  Ixiv.  5.  and  confider  it,  waiting  on 
the  Lord  to  open  thine  underftanding.  Were  the  works  which  the  apoftle 
ipeaks  of,  Heb.  xi.  and  Jam.  ii.  24  to  be  reckoned  as  filthy  rags  \ 

Abraham  was  acquainted  with  the  invifible  eternal  Word,  and  was  turned 
from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God ;  and  in 
his  converted  eftate  had  the  promife  of  the  feed  \  and  faw,  with  the  reft  of 
the  prophets,  through  the  day  of  his  flelh  to  the  day  of  his  Spirit,  i  J^tt.  i. 
so,  II,  12. 

David  was  a  fpiritual  man,  and  knew  the  Word  of  the  new  covenant ; 
which  is  a  lantern  to  the  feet,  and  a  light  to  the  paths,  of  the  children  of 
the  new  covenant,  who  witnefs  and  experience  their  way  cleanfed  by  taking 
heed  thereto  according  to  this  Word.  And  the  precepts,  ftatutes,  laws, 
commandments,  ordinances,  judgments,  Cffc.  of  this  Word  are  a  myftery  to 
all  that  are  not  acquainted  with  it.  But  they  that  are  acquainted  witn  it, 
and  in  the  pure  fear  and  humility  wait  upon  it,  they  learn  of  it  the  way  of 
its  precepts^  and  are  guided  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  the  way  ever- 
lafting. 

Tlve  wifdom  which  Solomon  fpeaks  of,  is  undoubtedly  Chrift,  the  Word 
eternal  It  is  much  thou  (houldft  boggle  at  this.  He  is  the  Sun  of  the 
inward  world,  which  enlightens  the  da^k  inward  world  *,  not  that  they  (hould 
abide  in  the  darknefs,  but  by  the  virtue  and  power  of  his  light  come  out 
of  it.  And  friend  \  mark  thefe  following  words,  and  wait  upon  the  Lofd 
for  the  true  underftanding  of  them.  Till  thou  witnefs  the  inward  Word; 
with  the  inward  law  and  teftimony  thereof,  and  know  its  commandment  to 
be  a  lamp,  and  its  law  a  light,  ^c.  thou  canft  never  witnefs  the  perfect 
keeping  and  prefervadon  from  the  evil  womsin,  from  the  flattery  of  the 
tongue  of  the  ftrange  woman  ^  but  wilt  be  apt  to  luft  after  her  beauty  4h 
thy  neart,  and  to  be  taken  with  her  eye4idsl  But  if  thou  know  and  keep 
wifdom's  commandments,  thou  wilt  thereby  witnefs  life  indeed^  according 
to  that  faying  of  Chrift,  If  a  man  hep  my  'fayings^  be  Jkall  never  fee  deaih. 
And  Chrift  oirefted  his  apoftles  to  wait  for  his  Spirit  to  receive  his  faying^ 
from,  wBo  leacheth  not  6nly  thd  greateft^  but  the  leaft,  in  the  new  covcnami^ 
•  Vo  L.  II.  P  P  P  writing 
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writiog  his  law  in  their  hearts,  which  law  is  light.  And  if  liny  tntii  hear 
the  inward  voice  of  wifdofn,  and  turn  at  her  reproofs,  (he  will  pour  out 
tier  fpirit  v»nto  him,  fl3te..»(ill  inake.known  her  words  unto  him. 

The  {^xQit  thbg  that  teaches  to  do  juIUy,  aod  love  mercy,  toacheth  aUb 
to  walk  humbly  with  the.  Lord.  It  is .  the  fame  grace  which  brings  (alva^ 
tion,  whi<;h  teacheth  to  live  godUIy,  that  teacheth  alio  to  live  ioberly  and 
righteoufly.  What  1  had  in  m^y.  former  profeffipn  apd  congregational  way, 
the  Lord  brake  by  a  mighty  hand  *,  but .  yet  in  tender  mercy  he  was  with 
me,  preferying  me  in  the  midft  of  the  ftorros,  and  floods,  and  roaring  of 
thp  enemy  upon  me,  till  his  frdh  vifiting  of  m.e,  .  And  he  vifited  me  with 
his  own  Spirit,  with  the  et^nal- light,  life,  acid  power  thex^of ;  and  I  know 
it  to  be  the;  fame  thif\g  which  had  been  with  nie  frgm  the  beginning ;  yea^ 
the  child, .  being  quickened  and  railed  out  of  the  grave,  pnefendy  knew  its 
feather,  and  cac^not  bqt  bgnpur  and  bear  teftimony  to  that  appearance  of 
truth,  wherewith  his  Father  vifited  him,  and  whjsrein  he  hath  felt  the  re- 
newing and;  reftoring  of  his  former  work..  And  tliey  that  knew  me  for- 
merly, before  th^  Lord  daQied  me  to  pieces,  cpyld  and  did  witnels,  that 
the  Lord  had  given  me  true  humility,  and  jny  foal  did  witnefs  a  walking 
with  him  in  the  humility  which  he  gave  me.  And  now  I  witneis  from 
him,  in  this  precious  difpenfation  of  his  life  and  power,  the  very  fame  hu- 
mility (and  blefied  be  his  name,  with  great  increafe),  and  a  frdh  walking 
with  him  therein)  i^  ^  ^te(h  fenfe  and  meltings  and  bowings  of  fpirit  before 
him  night  and  day.  I  do  confefs  I  took  it  to  be  a  natural  thing,  and 
overlooked  and  defpifed  it,  till  the  Lord  Opened  my  underftanding,  and 
ihewed  me  what  it  was,  and  how  he  wrought  by  it,,  and  that  it  was  a  my- 
ftery  hid  from  all,  but  thofe  to  whom  he  revealed  it.  And  indeed  I  do 
hang  daily  upon  the  Lord  in  this  for  life  and  power,  and  am  very  weak 
without,  but  ftrong  as  it  pleafeth  the  Father  to  n^tnifeft  himfelf  in  voi^  and 
to  breathe  upon  me  through  it ;  yea,  indeed,,  my  life,  peace,  reft,  hope, 
joy,  delight,  ^c.  is  a  continual  gft  from  the  Father  of  fpirits,  who  hath 
manifefted  himfelf  near  unto  me,  and  (hewn  me  h^s  dwelling-place.  And 
I  am  fatisfied  that  the  Spirit  of  tKe  Lord,  by  his  immediate  Ught^  is  able 
to  reach  the  darkefl  heart  in  the  darkeil  part,  of  the  world,,  and  to  turn 
his  mind  to»  and  give  him  belief  in,  that  which  faves,.  and  to  fave  him 
thereby. 

The  wwd  of  faith  which  the  apoftles  preached,  and  the  word  of  life 
eternal,  and  the  light  which  enlighteneth  every  man  that  coofieth  into  the 
world,  diflfer  not,  but  are  the  fame  \  and  the  hght  wherewith  he  enlightens 
them,  that  they  might  believe  in  lum  who  enli^eneth,  is  of  the  {ame  na- 
.ture  with  the  Enlightener,  and  fufficien(  to  gtiide  them  to^the  fiuth  of  him. 
But  friend  >  take  heed  of  reproaohing  the  truth.  Though  thou  mayeft  do  it 
ignorandy,  yet  it  is  not  wholly  excufabk*  Haft  thou  heard  the  preaching 
.which  thou  ^ak^  thus  (lightly. of  ?  \i  thou  haft  not,,  furely  tbc»i  Ihouldeft 
have  heard  and  ccmfidered,  befwe  thou  ha<^  judged^    Thou  fetteft  up 

thine 
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thine  own  underftanding,  and  a  judgment  according  to  the  appearance  or 
things  to  thee,  inftead  of  the  true  and  righteous  judgment  \  theriein  expofing 
thyfelf  to  the  righteous  judgment  of  the  Lord,  who  judgeth  in  truth  and. 
righceoufnefs,  and  far  otherwife  in  this  matter  than  thou  doft, 

Chrift  is  the  pearl  of  price,  or  treafure  hid  ij>  a  field.  The  field  is  the 
world.  The  word  is  in  man's  heart.  And  yet  this  myftery  was  hid  from 
ages  and  generations ;  and  the  kingdom  which  the  Pharifees  fought,  was 
within  them ;  who  were  as  far  from  any  fenfe  and  underftanding  of  it,  as 
the  Gentiles  \  and  fo  though  it  was  within  them,  yet  they  were  without  it ; 
they  had  no  knowledge,  no  underftanding,  no  lenfe  or  it,  had  reaped  no 
benefit  by  it,  but  were  enemies  and  alienated  in  their  minds  from  it.  Ah ! 
what  palate  and  underftanding  is  that,  to  which  this  is  unfpiritual  and  un- 
favoury  ?  But  how  bold  and  prefumptuous,  do  mens  apprehenfions  (which 
they  take  up  from  the  letter  of  the  fcriptures,  without  the  light  and  lead- 
ing of  God's  Spirit)  make  them,  even  to  fly  in  the  face  of  that  which  is 
certainly  known,  witneflfed,  and  experienced  to  be  of  God,  as  well  as  held 
forth  in  the  fcriptures,  as  CoL  i.  27,  fee  the  Greek. 

As  to  thofe  harfh  expreflions,  vilifying  the  truth  of  our  God,  and  the 
converfion  to  him  thereby ;  I  Ihdl  only  fay  this  \  well,  friend,  go  on  •,  re* 

i>roach  us  and  our  teftimony,  and  the  truth  of  our  God,  as  being  able  to 
cad  us  no  further  than  morality,  i^c.  we  alTuredly  know  and  exjjerience, 
and  faithfully  teftify  as  in  God's  fight,  that  it  hath  led  us  further  into  the 
myftery  and  power  of  life,  and  into  union  and  fellowfhip  with  the  Father 
and  the  Son,  than  your  doArines  ever  have  done  or  can  da  For  the  ap- 
prebenfions  of  man  upcn  fcriptures  are  paffing  away,  and  the  pure  truth  it- 
felf,  which  the  fcriptures  teftify  of,  is  already  revealed,  and  further  to.  be 
revealed,  and  to  have  the  glory.  . 

Ye  think  we  fet  up  a  natural  light,  and  efteem  it  fptritual ;  but  we  are 
taught  of  God  to  diftinguifb,  underftandingly  and  experimentally,  between 
nature,  and  him  from  whom  nature  came  \  who  is  the  word  of  life,  the 
Lord  God  of  life,  befides  whom  there  is  no  Saviour ;  who  is  near  to  every 
nian  to  warn  him  of,  turn  him  and  deliver  him  from,  the  devourer  and 
ppprefibr  of  the  foul.  Now  though  the  vefiels  in  which  the  light  fhines  be 
n^tur^,  and  filled  with  darknefe,  and  become  darknefs  in  the  darknefs ; 
yet  the  Difcoverer,  Reprover,  and  Checker  thereof  which  giveth  tlie  livini 
found  in  the  velTel,  is  fpiritual  ^  even  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God^  whicl 
Arivech  with  fallen  qian  \a  the  midft  of  his  darknefs  and  captivity  at  feafons, 
according  to  his  gpod  pleafure.  This  die  Shepherd  of  our  fouls  hath  taught 
us,  opening  pur  ears»  ^nd  caujUis  us  to  hear  aqd  know  his  voice,  and  to 
learn  of  him ;  who  is  truth,  and  ^aketh  truth ;  who  is  life  and  Spirit*  and 
givetli  of  his  own  eternal  li^  and  Spirit  to  his  children. 
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Ti^ibe  Sixth. 

What  tfthcrskave  been  I  know  not  •,  but  this  I  know  concerning  myfcif; 
that  I  was  fettled  firmly  in  the  doftrines  which  ye  now  own,  and  in  the  con- 
gregational way  of  worftiip,  till  the  Lord  fnwte  me  and  brake  me  to  pieces. 
Which  luch  as  I  did  converfe  with  (to  wit,  teachers,  and  others  of  eftccm 
in  that  way)  prdfefled  they  could  not  conceive  the  ground  of;  but  faid  it 
was  a  prerogative  cafe,  and  did  not  doubt  but  the  iflue  thereof  would  be 
good  unto  me.  But  what  if  the  (heep  were  fcaetered,  before  the  Shepherd 
came  to  gather  them  .?  What  if  they  were  wandering  from  mountain  to  hill, 
feeking  their  refting  place  ?  What  if  they  went  mourning  up  and  down* 
from  one  watchman  to  another,  from  one-  fort  of  people  to  ancther,  in- 
quiring after  their  beloved  ?  EHd  this  make  them  unfit  to  be  pitied  and 
vifited  by  the  Shepherd  I  What  fort  did  Chrift  gather  in-  the  days  of  his 
flcfh  }  Were  they  not  defpifcd  of  the  wife,  learned,  fettled  ones  (in  their 
knowledge  of  the  law  and  prophets) }  But  biefled  be  the  Lord,  who  hath 
now  manifeftly  revealed  the  foundation,  and  the  kingdom  thatcan  never  be 
ihaken,  and  in  his  mercy  and  tender  love,  and  by  his  power,  fixed  them 
thereon  i  that  they  know  iii  whom  they  have  believed,  and  how  they  came 
to  believe ;  and  have  taken  up  the  cro(s  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  wherein 
the  power  is  manifefled  to  crucify  that,  which  cannot  otherwifa  be  crudfiedt. 

The  Seventh  hath  been  largely  fpoken  to  jdrcady; 

To  the  Eighth.. 

The  Lord  God  knoweth,  that  it  is  not  in  my  heart  to  judge  or  fct  at 
nought  any  man*^  but  in  faithfulntfi  to  God,  and  in  tender  love  to  fouls, 
to  teftify  to  others  what  I  have  feen  in  his  light,  as  he  requireth  of  me. 
And  is  this  fetting  them  at  nought  ?  It  is  true,  they  cannot  believe  nor  re- 
ceive the  teftimony  in  the  ftatc  wherein  they  ftand ;  but  that  doth  not  dif- 
annul  or  weaken!  it ;  but  truth  and  its  teftimony  ftands,  notwithftanding 
their  rejeding  and  riflng  up  againft  it. 

To  the  firft  particular^.  To  own  and  contend  earneftly  for  the  fcriptures 
aright,  is  good  \  but  it  was  not  good  formerly  to  fet  up  the  writings  of 
Mofes  and  the  prophets  above  and  againft  Chrift  %  nor  is  it  good  now  to  let 
up  the  fcriptures  atx>ve  the  Spirit,  or  to  make  them  the  tryer  inftead  of  the 
anomting,  Johni\.  27.  for  the  fcriptures  came  from  the  Spirit,  and  they 
teftify  of  the  S{»rit ;  and  the  Spirit  is  to  be  received  and  to  dwell  in  the 
foul  as  in  its  templb:  and  here  the  King  and  Law-giver  of  the  church  (with 
the  balance  of  the  fanfhiary)  is  indeed  known.  And  he  that  receives  the 
Spirit  is  to  live  in  the  Spirit,  and  walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  in  the  light  of  the 
New  Jerufalem  ;  which  ^ht  is  eternal,  difcovering,  .diipo0efling,  and  work- 
ing out  the  darknefs,  and  fa  taking  up  its  place. 

*  ^  Now  thou^  ye  may  aim  at  having  things  concerning  churches,  and 
church- worflup,  regulated  according  to  the  fcriptures  ^  yet  ye  nuy  eafilj  err 

theretQ 
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therein,  and  cannot  but  err  therein,  if  your  underftandings  be  not  opened 
and  kept  open  by  the  Spirit ;  yea,  ye  may  not  wait  for  the  Spirits  gather* 
ing  and  building,  but  may  gather  of  ypi^felves^  and.  huild  of  yourielves ; 
whereas  the  apoilles  were  to  wait  forthe^powietr  frdqi  pn  l>i^  to  do  their 
work  with.  And  were  your  eyes  j:i;uly  opened,  y?*  .would  quickly  and  eafily 
fee,  that  neither  your  preach^ns  nor.  praying  is  ,at  .all  liloe  theirs.  They 
fpadce  what  they  received  from  me  Spirit  ^  ye,  what  ye^  apprehend^ and  cqi>- 
ceive  concerning  words  Ipoken  of  by  the  Spirit.  This  is  very  (hort  of 
fpeaking  as  God*s  oracles.  And  one  fort  of  ycMj  conceives  thus,  and  another 
tnus,  concerning  the  fcriptures,  6?^, 

TV  the  fecond.  Till  ye  know  the  Spirit,  and  come  to  the  true  waiting  up- 
on the  Spirit,  and  underftand  his  voice,  ye  can  never  recover  the.  form  of 
found  words  by  reading  the  fcriptures  \  but  will  be  liable  to  be  fctting  up 
your  own  conceivings  and  apprehenGons,  inilead  of  the  trut^  itfelf.  And 
till  ye  have  the  true  undemanding  of  the  Spirit,  ye  cannot  but  alfo  err 
concerning  the  power,  and  about  your  experiences  of  things ;  and  fo  will 
be  continually  in  great  danger  of  being  deceived^  and  of  deceiving  one  an-* 
other's  Ibuls. 

TV  the  third.  Ye  have  a  notion  about  Chrift's  a£kive  and  paflive  obedi- 
ence being  imputed  to  the  ibul  as.  its  righteoufnefs,  which  the  fcriptures 
fpeak  not  v  and  which  manifefts  that  ye  do  not  know  how  the  righteoufnefs 
IS  revealed,  and  how  the  Son  is  made  of  God  unto  them  righteoufnefs, 
who  wait  upon  him  in  the  faith,  and  obey  his  gofpel.  For  the  righteouf^ 
nefs  is  revealed  in  the  f^th,  and  is  furtho*  and  further  made  the  foul's,  in 
and  by  the  faiths 

TV  the  Ninth. 

God  is  my  witnels  (whom  I  worftiip  in  fpirk,.  and  in  whofe  fear  I  write 
and  fpeak)  that  I  dearly  love  you  \  and  in  the  truth  and  dearnels  of  love,ear^ 
nefUy  defire  concerning  you,  that  ye  may  not  miftake  about  Chrift,  his 
'  Spirit,  his  fcriptures ;  about  faith,  love,  mortification  \  and  about  the  righte- 
oufnefs, peace,  and  joy  of  the  kingdom,  or  any  other  fpiritual  thing ;  but 
may  know,  experience,  and  enjoy  the  truth  and  fubftance  of  things,  as 
they  are  in  Jefus.  Now,  if  ye  know>  and  have  received,  the  true  living 
faith,  and  wimefs.  the  powerful,  purifying  virtue  of  it,  which  God  hath 
givea  t6  overcome  the  worid,  and  the  wicked  one  with  *,.  how  comes  it 
about  that  there  is  fuch  a  belief  ia  you,  that  it  can  never  do  its  work  pof «> 
fedly  in  this  world,  but  only  in  part  ?  Surely  this  belief  is  not  o^  or  fxom, 
the  true  faith  ^  nor  to  the  honour  of  him  that  hath  given  it.  For  the 
fpiritual  weapons 'are  mighty  through  God,  to  the  pulling  down  of  the 
ftrong-holds,  and  bringing  aJl  (even  every  thought)  into  fubje&ion  to  Chrift 

.      8> 
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.^0  tb0  Tintbr 

That  God  did  w  much  for  Judas  as  for  Peter,  is  not  our  doftrine !  for 
God  givedv  more  or  lefe  out  of  his  rich  treafuiy,  according  to  his  own  good 

Sleaiure*  3ut  the  unprofitable  fervant  had  alfo  a  talent  given  him,  which 
e  did  not  improve,  but  hid  it  in  a  napkin  ;  and  his  Lord  condemned  him 
therolbre.  There  were  others  had  talents  likewife,  which  they  did  improve^ 
and  their  Lord  accepted  and  juftified  them  therein ;  faying,  JVell  done^  good 
and  faithful  fcrvant^  thcu  b^  been  faithful  over  a  few  things^  I  will  make 
thee  ruler  over  mairf  things ;  enter  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord, 
,  Now  is  there  juft  ground  for  any  of  thefe  fervants  to  boaft  and  fay,  the 
other  had  a  talent  as  well  as  I ;  but  I  made  myfelf  to  dxfifer ;  I  improved 
my  talent ;  whereas  he  did  not  ?  The  true  Jew  doth  believe,  doth  obey  the 
gofpel,  and  hath  praife  of  God  (he  that  hateth  the  light,  doth  not  believe 
nor  obey);  and  yet  he  feeth  no  ground  of 'boaft  ing:  for  it  was  not  he,  of 
bimfclf,  but^  the  grace  and  power  of  the  Lord,  wrought  all  in  him.  And 
what  is  done  in,  and  by,  and  through  the  power  of  the  Lord ;  the  honour 
and  glory  thereof  properly  belongs  to  the  Lord.  •  Yea,  he  that  is  in  the  tnic 
faith,  feels  that  which  excludes  boafting,  and  keeps  in  the  fenfe  of  the  love 
and  mercy.  Oh !  that  thou  kneweft^  a  liniit  and  check  to  this  wifdom, 
and  thefe  r^fonings  in  thee,  which  are  not  of,  but  againft,  the  truth;  as 
that  light  which  thou  defpifeft  would  manifeft  to  thee,  if  thou  kneweft  the 
nature  and  virtue  of  it,  and  didft  cleave  unco  it.  In  this  wifdom  and  un- 
derftanding  (hou  mayeft  read  much,  and  comprehend  much,  and  be  gready 
taket>  with  thine  apprehenfions  upon  fcriptures ;  but  it  is  fhut  out  of  the 
true  knowledge  of  them,  and  out  of  the  Spirit"  and  power  of  life,  which 
they  that  wrote  them  were  in,  and  witneffed.  of. 

As  for  free-will ;  we  own-  no  fuch  thing  as  man's  free-wiH  to  good  in  iht 
fallen  eftate.  But  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  changeth  and  reneweth  the  wil): 
in  the  day  of  his  power  •,  and  whoever  he  ftriveth  with,  and  draweth,  may 
come  in  ^e  drawing ;  virtue  ilTuing  out  with  the  drawing  from  him  that 
drawetht  And  this  is  not  the  condemnation,  that  men  cannot  come  to  the 
Son,  tihat  tlvsy  might  have  life ;  but  that  they  do  not  come ;  that  they  do 
not  turn,  at  the  reproof  of  his  wifdom,  from  that  which  he  ftands  ready  to 
turn  them  fi-om. 

There  may  be  high  admirations  concerning  God  and  his  love,  in  the 
natural  part;  which  we  have  known,  and  are  made  able  in  the  Lord  to 
judge  of,  fince  he  hath  taught  us  tp  diftinguiih  of  tilings :  and  this  is 
chafiy  in  aU  forts  of  men^  But  there  is  a  feeling  of  the  pure  nature  of 
heavenly  love,  and  a  finking  therein  into  the  deep  fenfe  thereof;  and  an 
acknowledging  c^  it  to  God,  in  the  humility,  in  the  fear,  in  the  Spirit, 
and  in  the  power.  Now  this  is  indeed  from  the  beloved,  and  accepted  with 
God  in  the  beloved.  And  in  this  his  children,  who  are  ftripped  of  their 
own  ability  of  admiring  and  loving,  are  taught  of  him  to  love  and  admire 

him. 
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him^  being  gathered  out  of  that  which  is  natural  of  man,  into  that  which 
is  fpiritual,  and  of  God» 

As  for  die  Four  Queues  at  the  dofe,  which  I  propounded  in  love,  and 
for  advantage  to  thee ;  it  feemeth  to  tne  ftrange  thou  fliouldft  %  thou 
woukift  fpeak  to  the  fenfe  of  them,  and  yet  fo  waive  tlie  mwi  drift  and 
plain  (enfc. 

The  Firil  was.  Concerning  Chrifl's  being .fpiritually  bom  of  his  church; 
to  which  thou  haft  faid  nothing  at  all,  but  that  the  firft  Chriftians  and 
churches  were  very  glorious,  Qc.  Which  they  aUb  can  own,  who  have 
denied  the  faith,,  stnd  are  not  in  the  truth. 

To  the  Second  thou  haft  anfwered  as  little,  nor  rightly  according  to  the 
letter,,  putting  in  the  dragon  inftead  of  the  beaft. 

.  Thy  Third  and  Fourth  are  alfo  fhort,  and  not  diredly  to  the  thing ;  but 
I  wrote  not  to  contend.  The  Lord  God  (hew  thee  mercy,  bring  down  the 
wrong  wiidom  in  thee,  bring  thee  into  a  capacity  of  knowing  and  receiv* 
ing  his  pure  living  truth,  that  thou  mayeft  not  witnefs  or  fight  againft  him ; 
bur,  in  and  by  his  Spirit,  underftand  the  fcripcures  aright,  and  witnefs  for 
him. 

« 

NiBetetatb  of  tbf  Twelfth  Mentha  1667. . 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

THERE  is  a  word  of  advice  in  my  heart  to  thee,  which  it  behoveth 
thee  ferioufly  and  uprightly  to  wait  on  the  Lord,  to  be  made  able 
to  weigh  and  confider  aright ;  it  is  this.  Take  heed  of  fetting  up  the  let« 
ter  above  or  againft  the  Spirit  (for  that  is  not  right  in  the  fight  of  God)  \ 
and  take  heed  alio  of  fitting  up  thine  own  wifdom,  conceivings,  and  ap« 
prehenGons  above  both ;  for  that  is  a  dangerous  way  of  erring,  and  may 
prove  a  great  fnare  to  thy  foul  $  as  i;  hath  been  formerly,  and  is  at  this 
day  to  many.  If  ye  had  known  what  this  meaneth  (faid  Chrift)  /  fviU  turn 
mercy^  and  not  JatriJUt^  ye  would  not  have  condemned  tlie  guiltlefs.  We 
own  the  fcripcures  truly  and  fingly,  being  taught  of  God  io  to  do,  and  do 
not  hold  forth  any  thing  contrary  thereto,  or  deny  any  thing  therein  Gon« 
tained  ;  but  are  wicneflfes  (living  wicnefTes)  of  the  truths  expreOed  and  rc« 
lated  therein  (  but  men»  meanings  and  conceivings  thereupon  (wbo»  though 
they  will  acknowledge,  that  a  man  cannot  underftand  the  fcriptures  with^ 
out  the  Spirit,  yet  will  venture,  in  their  own  wifdom,  fpirit,  and  under- 
ftan^injg,  to  expound  and  give  meanings)  we  cannot  own,  nor  them,  in 
fuch  their  apprehenfions  and  pra£);ices. 

Tliat  in  thee,  or  any,  which  breathes  after  the  I«ord,  we  have  ynity  with  \ 
but  that  wifdom  itnd  comprebenfion  which  \%  above  it,  and  a  veil  over  it, 
and  contrary  to  is  naturcy  and  which  is  a  limit  and  bond  to  the  precious  feed* 
)¥e  cannot  have  unity  with,  becaufe  it  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  that 
which  the  Lord  bath  condemned  and  deftroyed  in  us,  and  he  will  not 
futfer  it  to  Ufce  in  others,  whtre  bi<  lif9  and  power  prevails. 
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IT  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  unfeal  and  open  the  fountain  c^  life  in  the* 
midft  of  his  heritage,  fo  that  in  his  light  do  they  (ee  light,  and  m  his 
life  do  they  reap  and  enjoy  life.  And  the  precious  promifes  are  fulfilled  in  the 
midft  of  them,  of  fending  the  Comforter,  and  pouring  out  of  the  Holy^ 
Sphit,  fo  that  he  that  believeth,  *<  out  of  his  beUy  do  flow  rivers  of  living 
*'  water.**  Yea,  the  Lord  hath  a  vineyard,  which  he  keepeth  night  and 
day  (left  any  hurt  it),  and  watereth  every  moment.  Oh !  the  ftreams  of 
fife,  the  ft);eami5  of  love,  the  ftreams  of  grace,  the  ftreams.  of  mercy,  the 
ftreams  of  peace,  the  ftreams  of  joy  and  confolatlon^  which  flow  from  him 
into  the  boloms  of  his  children !  Indeed  grace,  and  mercy,  and  peace  are 
multiplied  from  God  our  Father,  in  and  through  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
daily,  infomuch  as  that  faying  of  Chrift  to  his  difciples  (John  xiv.  26,  27.) 
is  nom  fulfilled,  V^  I  fay  not  that  I  will  pray  the  Father  for  you-;  for  th&Fa^ 
**  ther  himfelf  Ibveth  you,"  fcf^.  The  Father,  in  his  love,  hath  brought 
us  to  the  Son  \  and  the  Son,  in  the  fame  love,  hath  brought  us  back  to 
the-  Father ;  and  now  the  love  flows  from  the  Father  in  and  through  the 
Son,  moft  naturally  and  abundantly.  And  where  the  heart  is  circumcifed, 
€Uijd  mu.dh  forgiven,  there  love  returns  back  moft  truly  apd  abundandy ;  (b 
that  the  Lord  our  God,,  in  the  Lord  J^efus  Chrift,  h.  loved  with  alLthe  heart, 
and  with  all  the  foul,  and  nothing  is  thought  too  good  to  facrifice  to  him» 
iior  nothing  too  much  to  fuSer  for  him.  Oh  I  the  pure  love  that  iprings 
and  flows  between  the  heavenly  Father  and  the  fpintual  child !  The  beft 
love  that  is  to  be  found  in  this  worh^  (\rx  the  men  of  the  world)  is  not  worthy 
to  be  a  fliadow  of  it.  God  is  love,  and  his  children  are  of  him,  and  par- 
take of,  and  dwell  in,  the  fame  love  *,  though  the  enmity,  and  higheft  wif- 
don>  of  this  world,  know  them  not ;  as  it  never  could  know  the  chiklrai  of 
the  true  wifiJom* 

Now  from  this  fountain  do  not  only  ifl!ue  fprings  and  ftreams  of  life  to 
refrefh  our  own  hearts  i  but  teftimonies  concerning  the  life  which  we  feel 
.   .  *  *,  and 
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and  partake  of,  and  concerning  our  travels  from  the  dark  land  thr6ugh  the 
valley  of  tears  (where  he  that  gave  us  life  was  our  well)  towards  our  rdting* 
place. 

Thefe  alio  fpring  up  in  us  for  the  iakes  of  others ;  of  which  nature  are  h  ^ 
things  which  follow,  in  this  little  treatife.  For  not  for  my  own  fake  onl}* 
did  they  fpring  vp  in  me,  buc  to  fignify  to  others  of  the  mercy  the  Lord 
hath  (hewn  me,  and  the  way  wherein  he  hath  led  me,  and  what  he  hath 
given  me  to  tafte.  of  and  experience  in  the  way;  which  will  anfwer  every 
true  palate,  every  palate  that  is  feafoned  with  life,  and  with  true  experienbe. 
And  having  received  them  from  the  Lord  for  this  very  end,  to  hold  them 
.  forth  to  others,  in  love  and  iri  tendcrnefs  of  fpirit  my  heart  is  fteely  given  up 
to  him  therein;  not  aiming  at  any  thing  thereby  but  his  glory  fingly,  and 
the  good  of  fuch  fouls  to  whom  he  fhall  pleafe  to  extend  favour  and  fhew 
mercy,  in  opening  the  heavenly  myftery  of  life  and  falvation. 

I  have  often  faid  in  my  heart,  fflfo  bath  begotten  me  there  ?  Who  would  have 
faid  that  Sarah  Jhould  have  given  children  fuck?  My. wound  was  deep,  and 
feemed  incurable ;  but  blefled  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  made  known  to  me 
the  phyfician  of  value,  for  whom  no  difcafe  is  too  hard,  but  he  is  able  to 
cure  every  licknefs,  and  to  relieve  and  refcue  all  that  are  captived  and 
opprelTed  by  the  devil,  that  come  unto  him,  and  wait  upon  him,  in,  the 
way  of  his  righteous  judgments  and  moft  tender  mercies.  For  after  all  my 
religion  and  deep  exercifcs,  and  inward  experiences  and  knowledge,  I  came 
to  (uch  a  lofs  of  what  I  once  had,  that  I  fenfibly  felt  I  knew  not  the  Lord, 
and  lay  continually  groaning  and  mourning  after  him,  and  deeply  affliAed 
for  want  of  him.  Oh!  the  pure,  living,  and  precious  life,  and  Tweet  pre- 
fence  of  my  God,  that  my  ibul  wanted !  infomuch  as  my  moifture  was 
turned  into  the  drought  of  fummer,  ^nd  my  bones  grown  dry  and  withered! 
But  at  length  the  Lord,  in  his  goodnefs  (Oh !  bleffcd  for  ever  be  His  name  I) 
breathed  upon  the  dry  bones,  and  I  felt  life  enter  from  him  into  me,  ^nd 
the  days  of  deep  forrow  and  diftrefs  were  at  length  forgotten,  becaufe  a  hea- 
venly birth  was  at  length  conceived  and  brought  forth.  And  now  where  is 
the  lackcloth  ?  Where  are  the  afties  ?  Oh !  there  is  beauty  in  life,  infttfad  of 
the  afties  in  the  ft^te  without  life ;  and  the  garment  of  praife,  inftead  of  the 
fpirit  of  heavinefs !  O  glory,  glory,  to  the  binder  up  of  the  bruifed  and 
broken-ones,  to  the  Redeemer  rf  the  captives,  to  the  repairer  of  the 
breaches,  to  the  builder  up  of  the  wafted  and  defolate-ones !  Glory  to  his 
tender  mercy,  glory  to  his  grace,  glory  to  his  love,  glory  to  his  wifdom, 
glory  to  his  power,  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 
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I. 

A  faithful  Teftimony  concerning  tli6  True  and  Pure 
Way  of  Life ;  with  Breatheings  for  fuch  as  have  Defires 
after  it,  and  yet  are  Strangers  to  it. 

TFi  I S  hath  been  the  cry  of  my  foul  from  my  chfldhood,  even  after 
holinefs,  after  the  prefencc  of  the  Lord,  after  union  with  him, 
after  the  nature  and  image  of  his  Son,  after  a,  feparation  from 
what  was  contrary  to  him,  and  a  being  brought  forth  in  tlic  power  of  his 
life. 

Now  Mefled '  be  the  Lord,  that  is  revealed  which  anfwcrs  the  cry ; 
which  fo  far  as  my  foul  comes  to  partake  of,  it  is  refrefhed  and  fadsfied  with 
the  fupply  of  that,  which  it  thirfted  and  cried  after. 

And  all  that  have  felt  the  true  cry.  Oh !  that  they  might  alfo  be  taught 
of  God,  and  learn  aright  how  to  wait  i^on  him,  and  to  walk  humbly  and 
in  fear  before  him,  that  nothing  might  come  between  them'  and  the  cry  of 
their  fouls ;  but  they  might  be  led  by  him  into  the  enjoyment  and  poiTcflion 
of  that,  which  the  true  birth  (which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  and  is  Spirit) 
naturally  longs  after.  . 

Now  truly  there  is  no  other  way  to  life  and  fatisfa6Uon,  than  by  believ- 
ing in  that  power,  and  following  that  power,  ^vhich  ralied  Chrill  from  the 
dead ;  for  that  is  to  work  the  work  in  all  that  are  faved.  To  feel  this  power 
revealed  within,  to  have  the  mind  turned  to  this  power,  to  follow  this 
power  in  the  regenerating  work  and  path,  is  the  way  to  partake  of  its  vir* 
tue,  and  to  experience  the  redemption  which  is  thereby  and  therefrom. 

And  be  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  and  hath  his  eye  opened  by  the  Spirit, 
knd  daily  exercifed  thereby  ^  he  knoweth  the  Spirit,  and  is  acquainted  with 

his 
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his  ftirrings  and  movings,  and  taught  of  God  to  diftinguifh  them  from  the 
evil  fpirit,  its  flirrings  and  mQvings;.a|id  fo  doth  not  quench  the  Spirit  of 
God,  nor  grieve  it  when  it  moves;  nor  give  way  to  the  other  fpirit,  when 
it  moves  and  allutts. 

Now  the  fpirit  of  deceit  allures  and  guides  men  not  fo  much  by  outward 
rules,  as  by  an  inward  evil  nature^  and  by  the  law  of  fin  and  death.  Sp 
the  Spirit  of  truth  leads  into  truth,  by  dve  newnefi  and  power  of  its  own 
life  revealed  in  the  heart,  by  the  pure  inilind  of  life  within,  and  by  the 
law  of  God  written  in  the  nature  of  the  new  creature,  which  is  nearer  than 
words  without.  For  God  blots  out  of  the  hearts  of  his  what  Satan  had  writ- 
ten there,  and  writes  by  tlie  finger  of  his  Spirit  what  he  would  have  the  new- 
birth  read  there;  and  indeed  there  is  a  kingdom  of  life,  ;of  righteoufnefs,  of' 
true  peace,  and  joy  (yea,  of  the  holy  power  and  wifdom  of  the  Moft  High), 
for  his  children  (which  are  born  of  his  Spirit,  and  fpring  up  of  the  im* 
mortal  feed)  to  read. 

Oh !  why  ihould  mens  eyes  be  clofed,  and  their  hearts  hardened  againfl 
the  truth !  Why  fhould  they  ciy  up  Chrift  in  words,  and  cry  out  againft 
his  life  and  power  where  it  is  revealed  !  Is  this  to  kifs  the  Son  ?  Can  fuch 
chufe  (who  are  guilty  of  this)  but  pcrifli  in  the  way  of  their  fouls  travels  ? 
And  bow  many  muft  needs  perilh  in  their  refifting  the  power  of  truth,  and 
precious  teftimony  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  (in  this  our  day)  tending  to  their 
refcue  and  falvation  from  that  which  captivates  and.deftroys  ? 

Chrift  came  to  deftroy  fin,  he  having  received  power  from  his  Father  lb 

to  do.     He  knoweth  it  to  be  of  a  deftro^ng  nature,  and  that  it  will  de- 

ftroy  the  foul,  where  it  is  not  by  the  power  of  life  confumed  and  deftroyed 

in  the  ibuK     Oh !  moft  precious  to  us  is  that  vifitation  of  truth,  light,  lifc^ 

and  power,  which  fearcheth  out  and  difcovereth  fin  to  the  very  root,  and 

alio  deftroys  it !  Oh  !  glorious  is  that  axe  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  which  is 

laid  to  the  root  of  the  corrupt  tree,  and  is  daily  hewing  at  and  cutting  it 

down,  that  it  might  cumber  the  ground  no  more ;  but  that  the  heart  might 

become  good  earth,  fanftified  earth,  circumcifed  by  the  Lord  to  bring  forth 

good  fruit,  good  grapes,  a  good  increafe  of  the  good  feed  of  life  to  the 

good  hufbandman,  wno  is  worthy  to  reap,  even  in  this  worlds  the  grace  and 

mercy,  love  and  goodnefs,  wifdom  and  power,  &fr.  which  he  plentifully 

ibweth  in  the  fpirits  of  bis  daily.     Glory  to  his  name  over  all  for  ever,  who 

hath  exalted,  exalteth,  and  will  exalt,  that  which  the  feveral  forts  of  high 

profefTors,  in  their  wifdom,  trample  upon  and  de^ife* 
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II. 

Coniiermng  the  perfe£img  of  GoSs  Work  in  the  Heart. 

IS  it  not  the  will  of  God  that  his  people  and  children  (hould  be  fan^tiaed 
throughout)  dn  ibul,  in  body,  in  fpirit  ? 

Is  it  not  the  will  of  Chrill:  that  his  difciplcs  (hould  be  perfect  as  their 
heavenly  Father  is  perfed  ? 

Did  he  not  bid  them  pray,  T^hy  kingdom  come^  thy  wiU  be  done  in  earthy  as 
it  is  in  heaven  ?  And  would  he  never  have  them  believe  and  expe<3:  that  it 
(hould  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  In  heaven  ? . 

Doth  not  he  who  hath  the  true,  pure,  living  hope  (which  anchors  within 
the  veil)  purify  bimfelf,  even  as  He  is  pure  ? 

Is  not  this  the  way  to  enjoy  the  promifes  of  God*s  holy  prcfence  (who  ta- 
bernacleth  in  his  people  that  are  cleanfed  and  fandtified)  to  cleknfe  ourielves 
from  all  lilthinefs  of  flefh  and  fpirit,  perfeftii^  hoHnefs  in  God's  fear  ?  Will 
God  dwell  in  an  unholy  temple  ?  Will  he  dwell  where  fin  dwells  ?  He  may 
indeed  to  fuch,  when  at  any  time  they  arc  tender,  and  truly  melted  before 
him,  be  to  them  as  a  wayfaring  man  that  tarries  for  a  nighty  but  be  will 
not  take  up  his  abode  there,  walk  there,  fup  there,  and  give  them  to  fup 
with  him  ? 

Hath  hot  Chrift  received. all  power  both  in, heaven  and  earth  from  his 
Father  ?  Is  not  this  the  end  of  receiving  his  power,  to  bring  down  the  ibul's 
enemies,  and  to  purify  and  fan^Stify  his  church,  that  it  may  be  without  fpot, 
or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thin^  ?  Is  he  not  the  captain  of  our  falvation, 
anointed  to  fight  the  batdes  ot  the  Lord  ?  Where  is  the  fight  ?  Where  is 
the  ftrong  man  to  be  found,  call  out,  his  goods  fpoiled,  and  the  houfe 
emptied  of  him,  and  all  that  belongs  to  him  ?  Is  not  Chrift  the  author  of 
faith,  the  finilher  of  faij:h ;  and  doth  not  he  carry  on  the  work  of  faith  with 
power  ?  And  what  is  the  work  of  faith  ?  Is  it  not  to  fight  with,  and  over- 
come; fin  \  to  be  too  hard  for  the  enemy  at  all  his  weapons  ?  Is  there  not 
a  whole  armour  of  light,  life,  and  falvation  prepared  ?  What  is  it  prepared 
for  ?  Is  it  not  that  the  children  of  light  ftjould  be  wholly  armed  with  it  ? 
Were  there  never  any  wholly  armed  with  it ;  oc  can  the  enemy  prevail  on 
tboTe  that  are  wholly  armed  with  it?  Are  thofe  that  are  armed  with  it  afraid 
of  the  enemy,  his  power,  his  fnares,  his  wiles  ?  Or  are  they  bold  in  the 
faith,  following  on,  in  the  fpiritu^l  battles,  him  who  rideth  before  them, 
conquering,  and  to  conquer  ? 

Oh !  that  mens  eyes  were  opened  by  the  Lord  !  then  might  they  fee  the 
glory  of  truth,  in  the  pure  light  which  (hines  from  God*s  holy  mountain  \ 
and  fuch  dark  doftrines  of  the  night  (which  tend  to  the  dilhonour  of  Chrift, 
his  power,  and  love,  and  to  the  upholding  of  the  enemy'^s  l^ngdom)  would 
pafs  away,  and  prevail  no  more  in  the  hearts  of  any  that  truly  fear  the 
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Lord ;  but  they  would  quietly  wait  and  hope  for  his  falvation^  that  by  the 
law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  the^  might  be  made  free  from  the 
law  of  fin  and  death,  and  not  always  be  fubje£k  thereto!  For  all  whom  the 
Son  maketh  free,  they  are  free  indeed ;  and  being  made  free  by  him^  may 
ierve  God  in  freedom  x>f  Spirit,  without  fear,  in  holinefs  and  righteoufneH 
before  *  him,  all  the  days  of  their  lives.  And  then  they  know  the  power 
and  virtue  of  the  new  co^^enant,  and  the  defence  which  is  thereby,  where 
the  wing  of  the  Almighty  overihadows,  and  his  falvation  (revealed  thereinj 
is  experienced  for  a  fufEcient  wall  and  bulwark  againft  the  enemy« 

III. 

Conterivng  the  true  Cbriji^    bow  it  may  be  certainly  and  infalBhfy 

known  whicb  is  be^ 

• 

WHILE  people  were  in  expectation  and  mufed  in   their   hearts 
concerning  John,  whether  he  were  the  Chrift  or  no,  John  anfwers 
the  cafe,  and  tells  them  how  they  might  difcern  and  know  the  true.  Chrift. 
It  is  not  he  that  baptizeth  with  water,  but  he  that  baptizetb  with  the  Holy 
Gboft'  and  with  fire.     He  wbofe  fan  is  in  bis  band^  wherewith  he  cometh 
iborougbly  to  purge  bis  floor ^  gathering  the  wheat  into  bis  garner^  and  burning 
the  chaff  with  fire  unquenchable.     Now  he  that  knoweth  him  that  doth-,  this 
work,  and  experienceth  him  doing  this  work  in  him,  doth  he  not  know 
Chrift  ?  Oh !  is  it  not  precious  to  be  baptized  by  him.  whom  God  hath  ap- 
pointed to  baptize  ?  Oh !  the  fan,  the  precious  fan,  wherewith  Chrift  (who 
is  the  power  and  wiidom  of  God)  feparates  the  precious  from  the  vile,  fe- 
vers the  wheat  and  the  chaff,  gathers  the  wheat  into  the  precious  trealury, 
and  lets  out  the  unquenchable  fire  upon  the  chaff!  Our  God  is  a  confumingfire^ 
iaith  the  apoftle.     l^o  what  is  he  a  conjumng  fire  ?  Is  it  not  to  the  chafFy, 
earthy,  drofly  nature  in  men  and  women  ?  Why  bring  the  chaff  near  to  the 
fire^  wiH  it  'not  bum  it  up  ?  And  then  (as  that  is  burnt  up  and  confumed) 
that  which  is  pure,  that  which  is  upright,  that 'which  is  tender,  that  which 
is  born  of  God,  can  dwell  with,  and  delight  in,  the  devouring  fire,  and 
everlafting  burnings.     For  God  is  not  terrible  to  the  child  which  is  born  of 
him,  to  him  who  is  brought  forth  in  the  image  and  Spirit  of  his  Son  ;  bur 
to  the  tranfgreffing  nature,  to  the  feed  of  evil-doers,  which  are  naturally  in- 
clined to  do  evil,  and  every  day  doing  evil,  he  is  terrible  for  evermore. 
Oh !  blefied  are  they  who  believe  in  that  power,  and  experience  that  power 
near,  which  raifed  Chrift  from  the  dead,  and  are  baptized  with  his  baptifm ! 
They  have  accels  to  God  :  for  fo  the  true  Jews,  have  been  inwardly  cleanfed 
and  kept  clean;  but  the  wiclean.,  who  have  only  a  notion  of  Chrift's  blood, 
and  of  his  righteoufnefs,  but  are  not  waihed  thereby,  nor  cloathed  there* 
with,  nor  ever  knew  what  it  was  to  put  oSf  the  filthy  garmenjt,  and  to  put 
on  the  white  raiment,  they  raxf  pray  in. their  own  wills  and  fpirits;    but 
they  know  not  what  it  is. to  draw  nigh.  to^Qod  .in  the  Spiritual);},  life  of  hjs 
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Spn,  tt(&  fo  t^<i  yet  to  learn  wh«i  U  is^^  ta  pray  to  the  Faditr  in  tbe  lume  cf 
Chrtft:  For  n<»)c  truly  know  ClMft»  but  they  who  truly  know  and^are  led 
hj  hiy  infallible  Spirit.  Tkey  tbat  iaw  mt  thu  ^i$  of  Cbrift  are  nowcfbisi 
and  they  that  have  h»  Spbit«  have  that  whkh  la  m&lHhle.  it  ts  one  thing 
to  have  words  (poken  concerning  Chrift^  or  formerly  by  Chrift;  another 
thing  .to  have  the  infallible  Spirit  itfelfj  to  he  infallibly  born  of  the  Spirit^ 
and  broo^t  up  in  the  light  and  life  of  the  Spirit,  that  he  may  certainly 
know,  the  Shepherd -s  voice  from  the  voice  of  every  ftrange  fpiric. 

Some  Queries  tofuch  as  a^rm  the  Scriptures  to  be  the  only  Rule^  and 
deny  the  Spirit,  tSe  Seed  of  the  Kingdom, ,  the  new  Covenant,  the 
holy  Leaven  of  Life,  the  Law  written  in  the  Heart,  to  be  the  Bjdi 
of  the  Children  of  the  new  Covenant* 

.^^  J.  T  TOW  are  the  fcriptures  the  rule;  or  which  of  the fcripturea 
Y\,  arc  the  rule  ?  Are  the  whole  fcfiptures  the  rule,  from  the 
■beginning  of  Genefis  to  the  Revehtions  ?  Or  are  fome  parts  of  them  the 
.rule,  ibme  others  not  ?  If  fome  parts  of  them  be  the  rule,  and  fome  not^ 
v/bich  parts  are  tlie  rule,  and  which  are  not  ^he  rule  i  As  to  inftance,  in  the 
book  of  Job ;  his  friends  fpake  many  word^  concerning  God^  which  were 
not  ^o  right  as  Job's,  Job  xlii*  And  sdfo  Job  himfdf,  in  fome  of  his  words 
and  rpeeches,  darkened  counfel  by  words  without  knowledge^  as  he  himfeif 
confeffed,  J^b  xKi-  g.  Now  which  of  Job*$  friends  words  are  th^  ryle,  and 
which  not;  and  which  of  Job's  words  are  the  rule,  and  which  Apt? 

^ery  %.  Mofes  was  the  minifter  of  the  oM  covenant  (£i^r  he  min^ere^ 
to  the  Jews  the  old  covenant,  which  was  glorious  in  its  .day) ;  but  jie  w^ 
not  the  minifter  of  the  new  covenant*  Now  the  new  covenant,  and  mi- 
niftration  thereof  exceeds  the  old  in  glory.  The  writing  of  the  law  in- 
wardly in  the  uU^  of  the  h^rx,  is  a  more  glorious  miniftrat^on  than  the 
writing  of  it  outwardly  in  tables  of  ftone.  Now  were  Mofes's  words  to  the 
Jews  under  the  old  covenant  intended  by  God  to  be  the  rule  of  the  chil- 
dren of  light  under  the  new  covenant  ?  Shall  the  words  of  that  ininiftratk>D, 
which  was  to  pafs  away,  he  the  rule  of  the  children  of  that  miniftration  which 
is  to  abide  for  ever  ? 

^ery  3.  Did  Mofes  fay.  That  when  Chrift  came,  my  words  which  I 
fpeak  or  write  (hall  be  your  rule,  or  part  of  your  rule  ?  Or  did  he  not  rjuher 
fay.  When  Godraifeth  up  thatprophti,  bimftniUye  bear  in  all  things?  Is  thcie 
any  one  that  is  truly  a  (beep,  who  is  not  io  made  by  him  who  gives  life  to 
the  foul  ?  And  after  he  is  made  alive,  and  knows  the  fliepher^'s  v(»ce,  i$ 
he  not  to  hear  his  voice  for  ever,  who  gives  life  eternal,  and  who  leads  into 
the  paftures  of  life,  and  to  the  pme  ftill  watery,  all  that  hear  his  voice  and 
follow  him  ?  Read  Jobniavi^y./^  znd  JUs iii.  aa«  and  coniVier. 


_  *  m 

.  i^firf  4,  Wu  Mt  jM^A  as  gfeat^  if  not  greater  than  Mofes  ?  ^fhd  vm 
•ny  the  honour  b^fidM  bim  tcf-  he  the  ifhmediate  forerunner  and  preparer  of 
the  way,  and  to  point  to  the  Lamb  of  God  as  he  did  >  And  yet  was  not  he 
to  decreafe  in  his  miniftry  (it  being  not  the  golpel  miniftration  of  the  Spirit 
and  power,  as  Chrift's  was)  and  CbrSt  to  increafe  in  his  gorpel-miniitra- 
tion  i  U  not  the  leaft  in  the  kingdom  greater  than  John  ?  And  are  not  att 
tliat  'are  quickened  by  Chrift,  and  f(41ow  him,  led  by  him  into  the  king- 
dom ?  And  who  can  give  the  rule  of  life  in  the  kingdom  but  the  king 
thereof  ?  In  the  laft  .d^ys  doth  not  the  Lord  fpcak  to  his  people  by  his  Son  ? 
And  is  not  he  faithful  in  all  his  houfc,  as  a  Ion,  to  give  the  law  and  ruld 
of  life  to  them  in  Chrift  ? 

Sluery  5.  Are  not  all  that  are  foldiers  and  fubjefts  under  Chrift  to  folbw 
him,  their  Lord  and  Captain,  whitherfoever  he  goes  or  rules  ?  How  can 
"Irhey  know  whither  he  goes  or  rules,  but  by  an  inward  eye  and  ear  fTxe4 
upon,  and  open  to  him  ?  So  that  when  once  they  know  his  Spirit  (the  voice 
ef  his  Spirit,  as  his  true  (heep  do),  his  movings,  his  drawings,  his  leadings, 
hb  going  before,  is  their  rule  to  follow.  And  they  arc  not  to  grieve  or 
quench  his  Spirit,  in  drawing  back  from  any  thing  that  he  leads  and  draw9 
them  to. 

^ery  6.  Is  not  Chrift  the  way,  the  truth,  the  life  -,  the  living  way,  the 
living  truth  ?  Is  not  the  living  way  the  rule  to  ihem  that  live  ?  Is  not  the 
truth  itfelf  the  rule  of  all  that  are  true  ?  What  fhould  rule  and  guide  the 
ipiritual  man,  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  but  the  wifdom  of  the  Spirit,  but 
the  oracle  of  God  manifefted  in  his  temple  and  fandluary  ?  That  which  is 
born  of  the  Spirit,  is  Spirit,  in  which  the  Spirit  is  to  dwell ;  and  he  in 
whom  he  dwells  is  to  be  ruled  by  him. 

^ery  7.  What  is  that  which  the  apoftle  calls  the  rule.  Gal.  vi.  15,  16. 
which  if  a  man  walk  according  to,  peace  will  be  upon  him  ?  Is  it  not  the 
Word,  power^  and  wifdom  of  God  ?  Doth  not  he  that  walketh  according 
to  that,  walk  in  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit  ?  Doth  not  he  that  walketh  out 
of  that,  walk  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter  at  the  beft  ?  Doth  not  he  that  be- 
lieveth  according  to  that,  hopeth  according  to  that,  prayeth  according  to 
that ;  I  fay,  doth  not  he  believe,  hope,  and  pray  according  to  the  rule  ? 
Doth  not  he  that  believeth,  hopeth,  prayeth  otherwife  (though  ever  fo 
zealoufly  and  affedionately),  yet,  at  beft,  can  any  better  be  faid  of  it,  but 
that  it  is  but  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter,  and  ib  is  not  in  the  right  way 
which  God  requires  in  the  gofpel-covenant  ? 

'  ^uery  8.  Is  not  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  the  law  of  the 
new  covenant  I  And  is  not  that  the  rule  to  the  children  of  the  new  cove- 
nant ?  Is  not  the  truth  which  makes  free,  the  way  and  rule  to  them  who 
are  made  free  by  it  f  Is  the  letter  or  Spirit  the  rule  under  the  miniftration 
of  the  Spirit  ?  Let  that  which  is  fenfibfe,  and  which  feels  and  knows  the 
twth  and  way  of  life  (a$  it  is  in  Jdbs)  anfwer.    Men  may  fearch  tlie  fcrip- 
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Cures,  and  yet  not  eome  to  Chrift  for  life  i  aad  oien  may  get  defcr^dtxis 
arid  a  knowledge  of  things  out  c^  the  finpturcs,  and  yet  not  itcdve  fiom 
hixD  the  rule  of  the  new  life* 

V* 

Concerning  tie  LrgAf,  nvberemtb  Cbrift  tbejaife  enligbfenetb  every 

Man. 

In  bim  was  tife^  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men.    And  the  light  flnnetb  m 
darknefs^  and  the  darknefs  compreheruled  it  not.    John  u  4»  5. 

TTTH  AT  is  the  darknefs  which  comprehendeth  not  the  light?  Is  ic 
Yy  not  man  in  the  unregenerate  ftate ?  Te  were  darknefs^  faith  die 
apoftle,  fpeaking  concerning  them  as  they  had  been  in  that  ftate. 

Now  it  pleaieth  the  Lord  that  in  this  darknefs  his  pure  light  fliould  fluoc, 
to  gather  man  out  of  the  darknefs.  For  unlefs  li^ht  (hould  (hine  on  znao 
in  his  dark  ftate,  he  could  never  be  gathered  out  of  u ;  but  he  that  b  turned 
to  the  light,  and  fblloweth  it,  cannot  abide  in  the  darknefs ;  but  cometh 
into  that  which  gathereth  and  preierv^tb  the  tnind  out  of  it. 

But  of  what  nature  is  this  light,  whi^h  ihineth  in  man  in  his  dark  ftatc  ? 
It  is  of  a  living  nature  \  it  is  light  which  flows  from  life ;  it  is  light  which 
hath  life  in  it  j  it  is  the  life  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  of  the  Wor4  eter- 
nal, .which  is  the  light  of  men.  And  he  who  cometh  to  the  true  under- 
ftanding,  may  thereby  diftinguifh  it  from  all  other  lights  whatlbever. 

There  is  a  vaft  difference  between  it  and  the  reafqn  and  underftanding  of 
a  man :  for  the  natural  man»  with  his  underftaqding,  is  dead  ;  but  this  is 
living  and  powerfully  operating  in  man,  as^  it  finds  entrance,  and  as  his 
mind  is  joined  to  it.  He  that  is  dead,  indeed,  knows  it  not  \  but  he  that 
is  alive  unto  God,  feels  the  virtue  of  it.  This  light  is  above  all  gathered 
knowledge  whatfoever,  and  above  all  defcriptions  of  things  whatfo^er:  for 
it  is  the  thing  itfelf,  even  of  the  nature  of  him  froni  whoni  it  flows.  A 
man  may  get  a  notion  from  this  into  his  mind,  which  he  may  retain  the 
dead  knowledge  of,  yea,  his  notion  may  quickly  be  dead  in  them  \  but  he 
that  dwells  in  the  thin^  itfelf,  knows  that,  and  dwells  in  that  which  never 
^ies. 

VI. 

A  few  Words  furtber  concerning  PerfeSion. 

WHAT  was  the  intent  of  God  in  connnending  Job  to  Satan  fori 
perfed  and  upright  man,  one  that  feared  God  and  efchewed  evil? 
Wa?  it  not  to  reprefent  him  as  a  perfon  whom  |ie  co^ld  qpt  make  any  bieadi 

upon,  or  prevail  upon  ^  fin  ?  Thou  haft  be^a  ranging  vp  and  down  the 

eanb. 
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filth,  temftfing  Many,  <kfiling  many ;  what  fiiyeft  thou  to  my  fcririuit  Xob» 
&tan,  is  not  1^  perfect  ?  Is  not,  he  upright,  to  me  in  his  hearty  and  all  his 
ways  ?  Canft  thou  make  any  breach  upon  him  ? 

What  faith  Satan  hereto  f  Doth  he  objeft  any  fin  againft  Job  ?  He  b  thft. 
accufer  of  the  brethren ;  and  if  he  have  wherewith  to  accufe,  he  will  not 
fail  to  lay  it  to  their  charge,  even  before  the  throne  of  God.  But  what: 
hath  he  to  fay  againft  Job  ?  What  can  he  objed  (either  againft  his  upright^ 
nefs,  or  againft  his  perfection)  to  the  Lord  ?  Oh !  fays  he,  thou  haft  fet  an 
hedge  about  him.  He  fcrves  thee  mdeed  perfeftly  and  uprightly ;  I  con- 
fefsl  have  nothing  to  lay  to  his  charge:  but  doth  he  ferve  thee  for  nought  ? 
But  take  away  thy  hedge,  fuffer  me  to  winnow  him,  and  thou  Ihalt  quickly 
fee  I  (hall  have  fomewhat  to  lay  to  his  charge,  and  that  no  fmall  matter  nei- 
ther :  for  do  but  take  away  thy  blefllng  from  him,  wherewith  thou  haft  fo 
abundantly  blcffed  him,  and  he  will  loon  curie  thee  to  thy  face. 

Well,  the  Lord  giveth  him  leave  to  try  if  he  can  ftain  Job*s  uprightncfa 
and  perfedtion :  and  now  begins  the  trial,  whether  the  devil's  temptations 
ihall  bring  him  to  fin,  or  mc  fear  of  the  Lord  prevail  to  preferve  him 
from  fin. 

Firft,  the  devil  hath  power  to  touch  all  he  hath ;  which  he  foon  doth. 

What  doth  this  produce  ?  Doth  he  fin  againft  the  Lord,  doth  he  mur- 
mur, doth  he  blafpheme,  as  the  devil  had  faid  ?  No ;  he  fell  on  the  ground 
and  worfhipped,  acknowledging  all  to  be  the  Lord's,  and  blefTing  his  name.. 
So  thar,  in  all  this  fore  afflidion,  he  finned  not,  nor  charged  God  tboli(hly» 

Job.  \.  20,  21,  22. 

But  the  commendation  which  God  had  given  him,  of  being  a  perfed  and 
upright  man,  fearing  God  and  efchewing  evil^  ftill  remains  and  ftands  good 
againft  Satan,  chap.  ii.  iii. 

Satan  gets  leave  to  try  him  yet  further,  infinuating  againft  him,  that  if 
he  may  have  libeny  to  fmite  his  body,  he  (hall  eafily  prevail  upon  him  to 
fin ',  not  being  able  at  prefent  to  brmg  in  any  plea  againft  his  perfedion 
and  uprightneiS)  againft  his  fearing  God  and  efchewing  evil.  3ut  this  hath 
the  fame  i'uccefs  with  the  former;  for  he  could  not  biing  Job  to  fin  with 
his  lips,  ver.  lo. 

Now  mind.  Can  any  man,  that  hath  his  heart  made  upright  by  the  Lord» 
keep  that  integriry,  and  fin  ?  -Is  not  every  fin  a  dcpaning  from  the  purity, 
from  the  integrity  ?  Wps  not  every  tranfgrefljon  againft  the  firft  covenant, 
out  of  the  firft  covenant,  even  a  departing  from  the  limits  of  it  ?  Is  not 
every  tranfgreflion  of  the  fecond  covenant  a  chrparting  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
feconJ  covenant  ?  He  that  abideth  in  Chrift,  doth  he  fin  ?  Can  he  fin  ? 
Doth  not  he  that  fins  depart  out  of  his  light,  out  of  his  life,  out  of  his 
pbwer,  into  the  darknefs,  into  the  death,  into  the  temptation  of  the  ene- 
my ?  Is  it  not  promifed,  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  and  they  (hall 
not  depart  from  me :  while  the  fear  which  God  puts  into  the  heart  abides 
there,  can  that  maa  fin  I  Doth  not  the  pure  fear  clcanfe  the  heart,  and 

K  f  r  a  keep 


Vetxf  it  cleaiit  diat  the  confinence  vokj  be  void  of  offisnor,  both  towards  Cod 
and  man  ?  Is  the  confdence  void  of  xrffence,  where  fin  is  oommitted  either 
agsunft  God  or  man  ?  When  the  blood  flows  in  the  pure  fight,-  doth  it  noc 
walh  ?  Doth  it  not  wafli  clean  ?  Doth  it  not  make  whiter  than,  the  fnow  ? 
When  fin  is  entered  into  afeerwaids,  and  committed  again,  doth  h  not  de-- 
fife  ?  Oh  f  read  in  the  true  fenfe,  in  the  true  experienoBi  with  the  true 
underftanding,  which  God  ^ves. 

VIL 

Concerning  Imputation  of  IRigbteoufnefs. 

TH  E  fcripturc  faith,  that  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  counted 
unto  him  for  righteoufnels ;  and  that  fo  it  (hall  be  alfo  to  all  that  be- 
lieve as  he  did,  even  in  the  fame  power  which  he  believed  in,  Rom.  iv. 

Now  thus  we  witnels  the  thing :  our  minds  being  turned  ftom  fin,  and 
turned  to  the  pure  gift  of  God,  that  works  a  change  in  us.  Herein  we 
feel  £aith  fpring  up,  which  faflens  our  fpirits  to  the  power  of  Fife ;  and  then 
We  feci  tha:  (in  the  power  of  life)  flow  upon  our  fpirits,  which  wa(beth 
away  our  fin ;  and  all  that  is  done  in  this  holy  and  righteous  faith,  is  of  the 
holy,  righteous  life  and  power,  and  accepted  with  the  Lord^  and  that 
which  condemns  fin  in  us,  never  condemns  any  work  which  is  wrought  in 
God,  but  juftifies  it.  So  that  the  root  of  fin,  with  all  that  flows  from  it, 
is  condemned  by  the  righteous  principle  of  life  ;  but  the  root  of  holinefs, 
with  all  that  flows  from  it,  is  juftified.  And  this  is  our  righteoufnefs, 
even  Chrift  the  holy  power  of  fife,  who  condemns  and  cafis  out  fin :  and 
it  is  great  joy  td  any  of  us  to  feel  the  root  of  fin  fi:ruck  at,  and  con- 
demned by  his  power,  and  him  calling  fin  out  of  us,  and  the  root  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  growing  up  in  us,  and  bearing  us,  and  caufing  us  to  bring  forth 
fruit  to  God.  And  here  we  fenfibly  find  we  have  right  to  the  fcriptures, 
to  the  promifes,  to  all  that  Chrifi:  did  and  fuffered  for  us,  and  witnefs  the 

i>roplitiation  by  and  through  him,  and  blefs  God  for  all  the  diipen&tions  of 
ife,  wherein  he  hath  appeared  to  the  children  of  men  in  any  age,. which 
were  all  glorious  and  excellent  in  their  feafon  \  but  the  difpenfation  of  the 
Spirit  is  the  ftanding  difpenfation,  which  excels  in  glory,  which  Chrift^ 
in  the  days  of  his  flefii,  pointed  his  difciples  to  wait  tor,  which  his  going 
away  was  to  make  way  for.  This  difpenfation  was  revealed  and  fet  up 
before  the  apoilafy  from  the  life  and  Spirit  of  the  apofiles,  and  is  again  re- 
vealed and  fet  up  in  power  and  great  glory,  after  the  long  night  of  apoftafys 
blefled  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  for  ever.  For  the  darknefs  is  already 
pafled  away  from  many  fpirits,  and  the  true  light  again  fiiineth.  Glory  ia 
the  higheft  to  (he  God  of  life  and  gl^^ry  for  ^v^r  and  <?ver.  4fiicn^ 
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Some  Queries  cMcemmg  the  Time  and  Work  of  Reformation. 

m 

^geiy  ^WT  H  A  T  did  the  dme  of  Reformation  and  Suhftanu  (fpoken,  of 
YY  Heb.  ix«  t<^.)  figtiil^  and  pcnnt  at  in  relation  to  the  myftery  ^ 
Was  it  not  for  the  bringing  in  or  the  gofpel ;  the  day  of  Chrifl's  Spirit  and 
poweti  the  day  of  his  inward  renewing  and  reforming ;  the  day  of  his  takmg 
nis  fkn  into  his  hand,  to  pui^e  his  floor ;  the  laying  his  axe^to  the  root  of  the 
corrupt  tree,  that  he  ma^  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil  in  mens  hearts, 
calling  down  and  plucking  Up  what  his  heavenly  Father  hath  not  planted 
there  ?  When  he  cometh  as  a  refiner's  fire,  and  fuller's  (bap,  to  purify  the 
fons  of  Levi,  as  gold  and  filver  is  purged,  that  they  may  offer  unto  the 
Lord  an  offering  in  righteoufnefs ;  is  not  this  the  time  of  rerormation  ? 

Siuery  2.  Who  is  the  reformer?  Is  it  not  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ?  Doth 
not  he  create  anew  ?  Doth  not  he  blot  out  the  old  image,and  form  into  a  new 
lump  ?  For  if  any  man  be  in  Chrift,  there  is  a  renewing  there ;  a  new  build* 
ing  there ;  yea,  old  things  are  pafled  away  there ;  there  is  nothing  in  hlot 
but  what  is  new.  He  is  faithful  (in  all  his  houfe)  inwardly  to  judge,  con* 
demn,  crucify,  (ubdue,  deftroy  whatfoever  is  contrary  to  the  nature  and 
Spirit  of  his  Father,  and  to  form  and  build  up  the  fpirits  of  his  in  that 
which  is  new  and  pure. 

^ery  3.  How,  or  by  what,  doth  Chrift  reform  ?  Is  it  not  by  his  Spirit 
and  power,  by  the  light  thereof,  by  the  life  thereof,  by  the  virtue  thereof? 
For  nothing  can  change  and  reform  the  heart  but  that  which  is  more  power* 
ful  than  him  who  corrupteth  it. 

^uery  4.  Where  doth  Chrift  reform  and  new-crcate  ?  Is  it  not  in  the  new 
covenant ;  in  the  faith  and  obedience  thereof?  Doth  he  not,  by  the  laws 
thereof,  break  and  difannul  the  laws  of  the  old  covenant,  and  make  void 
the  covenant  of  hell  and  death  -,  and  fo  make  an  everlafting  covenant  of  life 
and  peace  •,  even  an  holy,  pure,  living  agreement,  between  God  his  Father . 
and  the  fouls  of  his  ?  Thus  by  his  light  he  overcomes  darknefs ;  by  his  life 
he  overcomes  death ;  by  his  pure  nature  and  Spirit  he  overcomes  (chains 
down,  fubdues,  and  deftroys)  that  which  is  impure,  breaking  the  bond  of 
fin  and  iniquity,  and  letting  the  oprefled  go  free  from  under  it.  Thus  he 
manifefts  himlelf  to  be  the  Saviour  by  his  holy  anointing,  breaking  the 
yoke  of  the  oppreflbr,  Ifm.  x.  2  7. 

^utry  5.  Whom  doth  Chrift  reform  ?  Are  they  not  thofe  who  take  his 
yoke  upon  them,  and  learn  of  him  ?  Are  they  not  thdfe  who  are  turned  to' 
the  light  of  his  Spirit,  inwardly  made  manifeft ;  turned  from  the  darknefe,  \ 
walking  no  more  therein,  but  in  his  pure  Kght  ?  They  that  own  his  inward 
appearance  in  their  hearts,  and  turn  (from  the  enmity  there)  to  him,  receiv-^ 
ing  his  light,  his  law,  his  life,  his  Spirit,  them  doth  he  cxercifc  daily,  and 
is  a»iy  nSbrming  thdr  hearts  and  ways  thereby.    But  if  any  man  receive  h* 

not 
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not  his  light)  his  life,  his  Spirit,  within,  fuch  an  one  is  none  of  hii ;  ind 
^  he  may  reform  himfelf  as  much  as  he  can»  but  he  knoweth  not  yet  tho 
day  of  the  true  reformation.    , 

^uery  6.  How  are  they  to  walk  whom  Chrift  has  begun  to  reform  ?  Is  ic 
not  in  that  light,  in  that  Spirit,  in  that  covenant,  in  that  grace,  wherein: 
and  whereby  he  hath  in  fome  meafure  reformed  them  ?  Is  it  not  in  the  new* 
nefs  of  the  Spirit,  and  in  the  newnefs  of  the  law  thereof?  Here  Chrift  walked 
before  the  Father  in  ^11  well-pleafing  (i>,  /  €omi  \  I  delight  to  do  tby  mll^ 
O  tny  God\  yea^  tby  law  is  within  my  hearty  faid  he,  PfaL  xL  7,  8.)  acid  here 
all  his  are  alfo  to  walk,  i  John  ii.  6.  For  indeed  there  is  no  pleaGng  the 
Father,  or  Chrift  our  Lord  and  mafter,  out  (^  the  virtue,  life,  and  newneis 
of  his  own  Spirit. 

^ery  7.  What  was  the  glory  that  was  to  follow  the  fufierings  of  Chrift, 
ipoken  of,  i  Pet.  i.  11  ?  Was  it  not  the  glory  of  his  inward  relbrmation  in 
the  hearts  of  the  children  of  the  new  covenant  ?  Doth  not  Chrift  give  of  his 
grace  in  the  gofpel  ?  And  doth  not  his  grace  make  a  glorious  change  ?  Doth 
not  he  give  of  his  Spirit  to  his  children  ?  And  doth  not  his  vSpirit  change 
from  fin,  from  ftiame,  into  holineis,  into  true  beauty,  into  the  heavenly 
glory,  and  fo  from  glory  to  glory,  tranOating  more  and  more  into  the 
glory  ?  Doth  rK>t  Chrift  appear  gloriouQy  in  the  hearts  of  his,  and  in  the 
aflemblies  of  his,  who  meet  together  in  his  name,  and  wait  upon  him  in 
that  which  is  pure  and  living  or  him  P  And  is  there  not  a  covering,  or  de* 
fence  of  the  wing  of  the  Almighty,  upon  the  glory  ?  Ifa.  iv.  5. 

^ery  8.  Was  not  this  glory  brought  forth  in  the  days  of  the  apoftles  I 
Was  not  great  grace  then  upon  them  ail  ?  I  mean  fuch  as  received  and  held 
the  truth  in  the  love  of  it).  Did  they  not  witnefs  the  peace  which  pafteth 
maix's  underftanding  ?  Had  they  not  received  the  holy  and  ffnrnual  under- 
fianding  from  him  that  is  true  -,  and  were  they  not  in  h'm  that  is  true?  Did 
tliey  not  know  vi&ory  and  dominion  over  fin  and  death  ?  Did  not  the  little 
babes  witnefs  pardon  of  fin,  and  know  him  who  preftrveth  from  fin  ?  Had 
not  the  young  men  overcome  the  wicked-one ;  and  were  not  the  elders 
ftrong  in  the  liOrd,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might  ?  Were  they  not  come  ta 
the  Spiritual  Sion,  and  heavenly  Jerufalem ;  and  did  they  not  walk  in  the 
light  of  the  lamb,  and  of  the  holy  city,  before  God  the  judge  of  all  ?  There 
is  no  man,  in  thefe  our  days,  can  fo  much  as  conceive  the  gl6ry  of  that 
ftate,  but  he  that  hath  tafted  of  a  meafure  thereof. 

^ery  9.  Was  not  this  glory  eclipfed,  and  did  not  a  great  darknefs  come 

over  it,  hiding  it  from  the  Tons  of  men,  fo  that  (for  ages  and  generations) 

they  knew  not  the  true  Spirit,  the  true  light,  the  true  life,  the  everlafting 

-covenant,  the  holy  gofpel,  the  true  church,  the  man-child,  &f.  but  thefe, 

with  many  other  heavenly  fiiyfteries,  have  been  hid  from  their  eyes. 

Sluety  ID.  What  hath  got  up  fince  thefe  have  been  hid  ?  HaVe  not 
the  Ihadows  of  the  night  took  place,  and  overfpread  the  Chhftian  ftate,  in* 
firadof  the  light  of  the  day  i  Hath  not  antichrift  got  up,  and  a  falfe  church 

appeared*. 
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appealed ;  that  wkich  hath  been  tender,  and  begotten  of  God,  fnibbed» 
bowed  down,  curbed,  and  perfecuted,  and  falfe  ^votion  and  woilhip  fet 
1^  iftftead  of  the  true? 

Sluery  ri.  Muft  not  antichrift  be  deftrojred,  the  faUe  church  judged,  the 
true  church  come  out  of  the  wildernefs  into  which  ihe  fled,  the  man-child 
appear  again,  conquering  and  to  conquer  all  which  hath  rifen  up  from  the 
foirit  of  darknefs  fince  the  firft  breaking  forth  of  the  gofpel  ?  And  is  not 
tne  gofpel  to  be  preached  again  to  them  that  dwell  on  earth  \  even  to  every 
nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people  ?  Bjbv.  xiv.  6. 

Now  who  is  wife  to  undcrftand  the  appearance  of  the  Lord,  and  the  be- 
ginnine  of  thefe  things,  which  is  in  a  way  contrary  to  man*s  wiidom  *,  and 
fo  he  that  will  difcern  them,  muft  come  out  from  following  of  the  man's 
own  fpiiit,  nature,  and  wiidom  in  himfelf.  Into  the  fenfe  and  leadings  of 
him  who  givech  the  true  eye-fight.  The  appearance  of  the  Lord  is  inward 
and  fpiritual,  and  he  muft  have  an  inward  and  ipiritual  eye  whor  difcerneth 
it.  It  was  iaid  of  old,  by  mockers  and  (cofi^rs.  Where  is  the  promife  of 
1ms  coming  ?  For  all  things  continue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning.  The 
fame  fpitit  will  fay  ib  ftUl ;  and  yet,  to  that  eye  which  the  Lord  hath  opened, 
he  is  already  come  inwardly,  fpiritually,  in  his  own  pure  eternal  life  and 
power ;  and  the  pnccious  efie^s  of  his  coming  are  made  manifeft  in  many 
hearts ;  blefied  be  his  name.  Yea^  he  is  further  to  appear  in  glory  and  pure 
brigbtnefs ;  and  ib  we  wait  further  for  his  appearance,  both  in  our  owh  hearts, 
and  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men.  We  have  met  with  our  beloved ; 
our  God,  whom  we  waited  for,  hath  appeared.  The  Sun .  of  righteoufnefs 
hath  arifen,  with  healing  under  his  wings,  and  we  have  felt  virtue  and 
healing  from  him,  and  cannot  but  rejoice  and  teftify  of  his  falvation. 

And  what  further  manifeftations  of  himfelf  he  hath  yet  to  give  forth,  we 
are  fure  to  partake  of,  being  formed  by  him  in  Spirit,  and  found  in  that 
wherein  he  appears,  and  from  whence  his  glory  (hines.  Oh !  that  all  that 
Ipve  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  any  meafure  of  fincerity,  did  know  the  way  of 
the  gofpel,  which  is  in  the  Spirit,  light,  life,  and  power,  which  is  eternal, 
even  in  the  grace  and  truth  which  is  in  him !  And  his  kingdom,  which  is 
fpiritual,  and  not  of  this  world,  cannot  be  (haken  by  this  world  (nor  his 
Mount  Sion  removed)  \  but  is  able  to  (hake  all  nations  and  kingdoms  which 
kifs  not  the  Son,  but  oppofe  him.  Blefled  are  they  who  are  turned  to  the 
^ight  of  his  Spirit,  and  who  therein  kifs  and  obey  him. 
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IX. 

Some  Queries  concerning  the  Spirit  of  Cbriftf  »  the  Sfnrit  (ftbg- 
Father  (it  being  one  and  the  fame  Spirit)  for  tbofe  'who  take  them^ 
felves  t^  be  Chrtjiians  (and  under  the  Gojpel  Difpenfation)  to  confider 
and  examine  themfelves  by^  that  they  may  not  be  deceivedj,  either  con^ 
cernhtg  their  prefent  EJtate  here,  or  the  eternal  Efiate  of  their  Souk 
hereafter^i  feeing  the  Apoftlefo  exprejly  faiths  If  any  Man  hatli  not 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  nis«  Rom.  viii* 

< 
^^ifery  i-'TXO  S  T  thou  know  the  Holy  Spirit  of  the  Father  ?  Thou  mayeS 
%^  3  have  read  fomewhat  concerning  it,  and  have  ^^rehenfiona 
in  thy  mind  about  it ;  but  dofl:  thou  truly  know  what  it  is  by  its  inward  ap- 
pearances and  operations  in  thine  own  heart  ? 

^uery  2.  Haft  thou  received  God's  Holy  Spirit  into  thy  heart  ?  Haft  thou 
let  in  Chrift's  Spirit,  when  he  hath  knocked  at  the  door  of  thy  heart,  and 
leceived  lum  ?  For  he  that  is  a  true  child,  moft  naturally  breacheth  and 
ctieth  for  the  Father's  Spirit ;  and  the  Father  alfo  moft  naturally  giveth  hia 
Spirit  to  them  that  truly  and  righdy  afk  it  of  him,  Luke  xl  13.  and  thoa 
muft  thankfully  receive  the  Comforter^  the  Holy  Spirit,  when  the  Father 
gives  him. 

'^ery  3.  Dot^  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  dwell  in  thee  ?  Hath  the  ftronger  man 
caft  the  ftrong  man  out  of  thee,  and  taken  poifellion  of  thy  heart,  and  doth 
he  dwell  therein?  Then  thou  mayeft  truly  fay,  that  thou  art  built  up  by 
God  an  habitation  for  him  in  the  Spirit.  Then  thou  art  waihed  and  cleanfed 
by  him  from  thy  fikhinefs;  and  lufts  or  vain  choughcs  do  noc  lodge  in  thee. 
For  the  Holy  Spirit  of  Chrift  will  not  dwell  where  fuch  things  lodge ;  but 
come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  feparate,  and  touch  not  the  unclean 
thing,  and  I  will  receive  you,  and  be  a  father  to  you,  and  ye  (hall  be  my 
fons  and  daughters,  laith  the  Lord  Almighty,  in  whom  I  will  dwell  and 
walk,  2  0^.  y'u  15,  16,  17. 

^.ery  4.  Doth  God's  Spirit  lead  thee  into  all  truth  that  diou  needeft 
know  and  walk  in  ?  Art  thou  a  true  Child^  depending  upon,  and  guided 
by,  the  Spirit  of  the  Father  ?  Canft  thou  not  fee  thy  way,  but  as  he  maketk 
it  known  to  thee  ?  Art  thou  a  follower  of  the  fpptleC^  Lamb,  in  the  fame 
Spirit  wherein  he  walked  ?  If  it  be  thus  with  thee,  then  art  thou  a  child 
of  God  indeed. 

^yery  5.  Doft  thou  Uve  in  the  Spirit  ?  Doft  thou  feel  the  Spirit  of  God 
to  be  a  fountain  of  life,  from  whence  life  fprings  up  into  thee  daily  i  Doft 
thou  witnefs  that  Icripture  fulfilled  in  thee.  He  that  hetievetb  on  me^  as  the 
fcripture  hath  faid,  ctit  of  bis  beliy  fiaU  flow  rwers  of  living  water  ?  Haft  thoa 
received  the  living  water  from  Chrift  I  And  ia  that  living  water  become  a 
^^  of  life  in  thee  ? 

9im 
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99^  ^-  lEkift  thou  walk  in  the  Spirit,  in  the  life  thereof,  in  the  newnefs 
thereof  Ipringing  up  in  thy  heart  ?  Doft  thou  know  the  difference  between 
walking  in  the  oidnefs  of  the  letter,  and  in  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit  ? 

^ffory  7.  Didft  thou  ever  learn  of  the  Father,  to  know  Chrift  ?  And  didft 
thoa  ever  learn  of  Chrift,  to  know  the  Father  ?  And  hath  the  Father  in- 
deed revealed  the  Son  to  thee,  and  the  Son  indeed  revealed  the  Father  to 
thee  ?  Or  art  thou  yet  only  in  the  dead  and  dry  notions,  or  barren  compre* 
lienfions  about  thefething$? 

.  ^ueryZ.  Doft  thou  know  how  the  letter  killeth,  and  how  the  Spirit 
<iuickeneth  and  msdceth  alive  ?  And  art  thou  made  alive  by  the  Spirit,  and 
born  of  the  heavenly  water  and  Spirit,  and  fo  become  fpiritual  as  the  fcrip- 
ture  teftifieth  ?  That  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirity  is  Spirit. 

^uery  g.  Art  thou  come  under  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit?  Doft  thou 
know  what  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  is  ?  Or  doft  thou  only  know  what 
the  letter  faith  concerning  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit,  but  art  altogether 
Ignorant  of  the  miniftration  itielf  ? 

^ety  10.  Doft  thou  know  what  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift 
Jefus  means  ?  Haft  thou  ever  received  this  law ;  the  law  of  the  new  cove- 
nant ;  the  holy  law  of  life  written  in  thy  heart  by  the  finger  of  God*s  Spirit  f 
For  the  iame  Spirit  that  wrote  the  law  of  the  letter  in  tables  of  ftone,  writeth 
the  law  of  the  Spirit  in  the  fielhly  tables  of  the  heart* 

^uery  ii.  Doft  thou  not  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit,  nor  quench  it,  nor  def- 
pife  the  prophefyings  thereof  in  thine  own  heart  i  For  Chrift  is  a  king,  a 
prieft,  a  prophet  •,  and  he  minifters  in  his  fanftuary,  in  his  temple  (which 
the  holy  renewed  heart  is),  in  and  by  his  Spirit. 

^uery  12.  Doft  diou  know  what  the  anointing  is?  Art  thou  anointed 
therewith  ?  And  doth  thy  whole  ability  lie  therein,  inibmuch  as  that 
thou  art  d&ily  ienfible  thou  canft  not  do  any  thing  of  thyfelf,  but  ftill  findeft 
God  working  in  thee,  both  to  will  and  ^  do  that  which  is  right  in  his  eyes,  of 
his  own  good  pleafure  ? 

^uery  1 3.  Did  thy  religion  begin  in  the  Spirit  ?  In  the  living  miniftratbn 
of  the  new  covenant  ?  Did  thy  knowledge  begin  fo  \  to  wit,  in  feeling  God 
opoiing  thy  heart  by  his  Spirit,  and  giving  thee  the  underftanding  whereby 
thou  mighteft  know  him  ?  Did  thy  faith  begin  in  his  power,  and  doth  ic 
ftand  in  the  fame  power  to  this  day  ?  Oh !  that  men  were  fenfible  what 
is  the  right  religion,  and  of  the  inward  appearance  of  God's  holy  arm  and 
power,  which  alone  can  redeem,  and  fave  the  foul  out  of  the  hands  of  it& 
enemies  ? 

^uery  14.  Doth  thy  werlhip  ftand  in  the  Spirit,  and  inward  life  of  truth 
in  thy  heart  ?  Art  tjbiou  fuch  a  worfliipper  as  the  Father  hath  fought  out 
and  made  fb  ?  Or  art  thou  a  worihippcr  of  thine  own  or  other  mens  mak- 
ing ?  And  doft  thou  keep  within  the  limits  of  the  living  and  fpiritual  wor-- 
ihip,  and  not  tranfgrels  the  law  thereof? 
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Oh  I  who  would  be  miftaken  and  deceived  abou:  fudi  weighty^  thing*  as. 
fheCe,  of  fo  great  neceflity  and  concern  ?  Who  ^ould  mils  of  God*s  Spirir,^ 
and  of  the  law  and  covenant  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefoa,  and  be  only  in  a  dream 
concerning  thcfe  things,  without  the  true,  demor^rative  knowledge,  pof- 
fcflion,  and  enjoyment  of  then!  ?  . 

X. 

Of  the  true  Way  (the  Way  ^  HoUnefsi  tie  Way  of  Life  J,  and  tf 

the  true  Teaching  and  K/io^edge* 

CHRIST  is  the  way,  the  only  way  to  th€  Farfier  5  there  is  not  anotfaen 
Now  every  one  that  will  truly  know  Chrift,  and  come  to  Chrift,  muft 
learn  of  the  Father.  It  is  written  in  the  prophets.  All  thy  cbildreu  JhdU  bt 
taught  of  the  Lord ;  every  one  therefore  that  bath  heard  and  learned  of  the  Fa-^ 
thery  Cometh  unto  tne^  faid  Chrift.  Here  are  two  thin|;s  neccflary  for  every 
one  that  would  come  to  Chrift.  One  is  hearing  of  the  Father  \  the  other 
is,  learning  what  he  teacheth.  For  though  a  man  do  hear  the  living  voice 
of  the  Father,  yet  if  he  do  not  learn  and  keep  the.  inftrudion  of  life  re- 
ceived from  him,  he  may  be  drawn  afide  before  he  come  to  the  Son.  But 
he  whofe  ears  are  opened  to  hear  the  voice,  and  who  feels  the  inftru£tion  of 
life  from  the  Father,  to  go  to  him  in  whom  he  hath  placed  life  %  here  the 
Spirit  of  the  ^Father  fecretly  draws  in  the  inwards  or  a  man's  mind  and 
Jpirit,  from  that  which  is  really  dead,  to  that  which  is  truly  living. 

Now,  when  a  man  is  come  to  the  Son,  in  whom  the  Father  hath  placed 
the  fuUnefs  of  life,  then  he  (hall  witnefs  him  |:he  way  to  the  Father,  and 
he  will  teach  him  daily  of  the  Father.  And  here  is  the  ftatc  of  true  fub- 
jedtion  to  the  Son  experienced,  whom  the  foul  muft  hear  (and  of  whom  he  is 
to  learn)  in  all  things ;  who  difcovers  the  inward  darknefs  in  man's  mind« 
and  breaks  down  that  in  him  which  is  contrary  to  God»  having  a  daily  crofi 
ready  for  that  which  is  to  be  crucified  in  him,  whereby  he  ihall  die  daily  to 
himfelf.  And  as  he  dies  to  himfelf,  Chrift  will  reveal  himfelf  more  and 
more  in  him,  and  he  (hall  feel  the  pure  feed  of  life  fpringing  more  and 
more  up  in  him,  and  living  in  him,  and  he  in  it ;  in  $nd  through  which 
he  ftiall  come  more  and  more  into  union  and  fellowi|up  with  the  Father  of 
fpirits,  and  the  whole  living  body  of  his  church  and  people. 

But  now,  to  karn  of  the  Father  to  come  jto  the  Son,  and  to  learn  of  the 
Son  to  know  the  Father,  and  to  walk  in  the  newnefs  of  Ipirit  before  ham 
(and  not  in  an  old  de^  kncrwjedge  and  fleihly  underftatiding),  thefe  are 
great  myfteries,  which  none  can  learn  by  a  literal  conception  and  coroprc- 
henfion  of  things,  but  as  they  are  quickened,  and  their  minds  and  undeT'^ 
ftandings.  opened  and  kept  op&n  by  the  Lord.  Therefore  this  is.  the  grei^ 
fkill  and  true  wifdom,  to  know  the  Shepherd  and  his  voice  \  aod  lus  man* 
Upr  Qf  appearbg,,  and  to  what  he  appears  \  which  is  to  his  own  fliecp,  to 
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the  true  birdu  And  his  wav  and  manner  of  appearing  to  that  birth,  is  b/ 
viiiting  and  reaching  to  it  by  his  power  opening  it,  thereby  giving  it  to 
ikty  hear,  and  understand ;  but  (hutting  up  nimfdf  from  the  contrary  na- 
ture, wifdom,  and  fpirit  in  all  men. 

There  is  fomewhat  which  maketh  a  fair  (hew  in  the  fle(hly  part,  as  if  it 
t^ere  of  God ;  but  God  knoweth  what  and  who  are  his.  Now  it  is  for  the 
true  children,  that  the  milk  of  the  word,  and  the  bread  of  life  is ;  and 
them  the  Lord  is  (till  gracious  to,  and  heareth  all  the  delires  and  breathe* 
ings  of  their  hearts ;  them  he  preferveth  and  viGteth  in  Egypt,  and  aUb 
brmgeth  out,  thence.  Them  he  leadeth  through  the  wildernefs,  dividing 
the  Red-Sea  before  them ;  before  them  alfo  he  divideth  Jordan  (the  river 
of  judgment),  caufing  them  to  pa(s  through  it  alfo,  that  they  may  enter 
into  the  Holy  Land.  And  their  lot  he  defendeth  in  the  Holy  Land,  in  their 
fubjeftion  to  the  Spirit  and  law  of  life  which  rules  there.  But  the  contrary 
birth  falleth  (hort  by  the  way,  and  cannot  enter  into,  nor  abide  in,  that 
which  is  pure  and  living  of  God. 

Now  in  the  lowly  feed  the  whole  myftery  of  fife  is  learned,  by  tho(e  that 
come  thither,  and  wait  there,  growing  up  into  him  who  is  the  head ;  but 
no  le(ron  of  life,  and  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  is  learned  out  of  it. 
Oh !  ho^  careful  had  men  need  be  to  know  this  feed  in  them(elves,  and  to 
witnefs  its  dfdly  (pringbg  up  and  growth  in  them* 

XL 

Concerning  Separation  from  the  Spirit,  oftd  Ways,  cf  the  World. 

THERE  is  a  nece(rity  of  feparation  from  the  (pint,  ways,^  and  wor- 
fliips  of  the  workl,  by  tho(e  that  will  -be  the  Lord's  people.'  The 
Jews  outward  were  to  be  a  feparated  people  from  all  other  people  (from 
their  gods,  from  their  worihips)  if  they  would  enjoy  the  favour  of  the 
Lord,  and  tlie  ble(fings  of  the  good  land.  God  had  (eparated  them  from 
iU  other  natioos,  and  they  were  not  to  mingle  with  them  v  neither  in  their 
iKKxihip,  nor  marriages,  &^.  So  the  Jews  inward,  who  are  God's  gathering 
of  fptritual  worlhippers,  out  of  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue,  and  people, 
are  to  be  a  feparitted  and  hdiy  people  to  the  Lord.  For  when  God  caft  oflf 
l^e  Jews,  he  fought  out  woiihippers  in  their  (lead,  even  for  a  fpiritual  na- 
tion and  holy  people  of  inward  Jews,  inilead  of  that  outward  people,  outi- 
ward  place,  of  woribip,  and  ouiiward  land,  which  he  caft  oE  Now  tho(c 
whom  God  fteks  to  be  the  new,  inward,  and  fpiritual  wor(hippers  (infteail 
of  the  literal  and  outward)  niuft  cpme  out  of  all  other  ways  and  gather- 
ings, upon  the  viany  mountain^,  tp  thib  n^CRUi^n  of  the  Ix^rd's  hou(e,, 
Md  to  the  plM^'pf  his  gathering :  the  Q<)mmiaiA  is  eyprefs,  Cotfe  out  from 
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receive  you^  &c.  2  Cor.  vi.    It  is  true,  I  feek  you  for  worfhtppets;  astKf  I 
call  you  to  the  gofpel-fcaft  of  fat  things,  and  I  will  receive  you  n  ye  come  j. 
but  ye  muft  firft  come  out  from  among  all  the  falfe  ways  smd  faMe  worftiip- 
pcrs,  and  depart  from  (and  not  fo  much  as  touch)  that  which  is  unclean, 
(the  unclean  fpirit,  his  unclean  ways  and  worftiippers)  and  then  I  will  re- 
ceive you,  afld  own;  you  as  my  fons  and  daughters,  and  be  a  Father  to  you ; 
not  elfe.     Mark  now  j  The  Jews  -outward  (rn  theh*  day)  muft  be  fcparate 
from  all  the  Heathen  outward,  if  they  would  be  judged  and  owned  by  God 
for  true  worfhippers  according  ta  the  law.    The  primitive  Cbriftians  were  to 
fcparate  from  both  Heathen  and  Jews  too  (even  their  temple,  priefts,  and 
ordinances^  which  were  once  of  God)  if  they  would  be  worfhippers,  true 
worfhippers  under  the  gofpel,  worfhippers  of  God's  feeking*     And  the 
Chriftians;  after  the  antichriftian  corruption  and  darknefe,  muft  come  out 
of  Babylon  *,  that  is,  out  of  all  forms  of  religion,  and  buildings  out  of  the 
life  and  power  (for  that  is  Babylon,  the  city  of  confufion,.  which  is  built, 
ftands  out  of,  and  praftifeth  out  cf,  the  order  and  unity  of  the  Spirit),  if 
they  will  be  found  worfhippers  in  the  day  of  reftoration ;  after  the  long 
darknefe  of  the  apoftafy»  tney  muft  not  worfhip  the   beaft  (nor  worfhip 
God,  as  the  beaft  teacheth  and  requireth  *,  for  in  fo  worihippinSf  God  is 
not  worfhipped,  but  the  beaft)  nor  bear  his  name,  nor  receiye  his  mark, 
(Either  on  their  forehead  or  right  hand,  nor  be  of  the  number  of  his  name. 
Now  the  command  is  as  exprefs  to  come  out  of  Babylon ;  that  ts^  to  fcpa- 
rate from  all  antichriftian  ways  and  worfhips ;  as  ever  it  was  to  fcparate 
from  the  Heathen  and  Jews ;  and  there  is  no  being  a  true  worfhipper  • 
in  God's  fight,  *  but  in  the  true  way  of  feparation  from  all  falfe  worfhippers, 
who  worfhip  in  forms  and  appearances  of  godHne^,^  out  of  the  lite  and 
power. 

Now,  oh  \  how  precious  it  is  to  feelGbd^s feckiRg, God^  gatheraig,  God*s 
feparating,  God's  teaching,  leading,,  drawing  into  the  truth,  and  true  way 
of  worfhip !  For  there  are  felf-feparations,  which  are  out  of  the  true  S{M^t, 
life  and  power.  Yea,  God  may  begin  the  feparation,  and  another  wif- 
dom  may  ftep  in,  and  carry  it  on,  out  of  the  limits  rf  the  fweet,  innocent 
Spirit,  Itfe  and  power.  Oh?  blefled  is  he  who  is  feparated  by  the  Lord 
from  all  that  is  not  of  hin^!  But  he  that  is  but  fonfual,  and  hath  not  the 
Spirit,  but  only  by  a  literal  knowledge  feparateth  himfelf,  he  difiereth  ftom 
others  but  in  the  outward  form  and  appearance  of  godUnefe ;  but  is  one  in 
nature  and  ground  with  thofe  whom  he  feparateth  from.  Thus  the  Papifts, 
^nd  aB  pretended  Chriftians  (rf  the  fame  ipkit)  who  feel  not  the  true 
Spirit,  power,  and  life,  are  but  one  in  the  g^und,  how  great  Ibever  their 
difference  putwardly  feem.  And  thofe  that  feparate  further  and  fiirther 
(even  to  th^  utmoft  extent  outwardly,  or  in  way  of  appearance)  being  not 
feparated  by  the  Lord  from  that  nature  and  fpirit  wherein  the  enmity 
lodgeth,  they  are  ftill  iahalMtanis  of  pne  and  the  fame  citjF  (for  the  city  ot 
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BoAinjrfefi  is  ?ei7  Ixt^)  and  daughters  of  one  and  the  fame  mother^  ev^n  cit 
the  wifdom  which  is  fronv  beneath ;  which  wifdom,  in  its  higheft  exaltation^ 
is  far  beneath  the  nature  and  true  excellency  of  the  pure  and  heavenly  wii^ 
don>,  even  in  its  loweft  and  moft  contemptible  appearance*  Oh  i  blefled 
is  the  religion,  the  worfhip^  the  feparation,  the  fear  of  the  Moft  High  God^ 
the  faith,  the  knowledge^  which  begins  in  the  Spirit  and  power  (even  ia 
the  evidence  and  denKMiiiTatton  of  God's  own  Spirit),  and  whick  ftands  and 
abides  therein  1  For  herein  are  the  children  of  light  diftingui(hed»  and  kept 
diftind  (by  God  iUnughty,  ¥^o  hath  made  the  difierence)  fiom  dl  the  chil* 
dren  oi  dsurknefiu 
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TAey  alfo  that  erred  wj^irif  Jhall  know  underjiandingy  and  they  that 
murmured  Jhall  learn  do^rine.  Is  a,  xxix.  24.  Blefled  b^  the 
Lord,  it  is  fo«  This  Prophecy  is  (cnSXAy  and  expenoMAtftily 
fulfilled^  and  fulfilling  daily  more  and. mora 
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C"^  H  R I S  T,  wha  came  from  the  Father,  and  knew  the  way  of  truth 
^  9nd  life  everlafting,  and^v^as  to  guide  men  to  the  Father,  being  the 
Qftljt  way  unto-him;{>tfea€hed  the  kingdom,  and  bid  men  ieek  the  kingdom ^ 
teaching  and  inftru^ing  them  in  many  parables  concerning  it,  and  dired- 
ing  them  where  and  how  to  find  it. 

The  apoftles  likewife  (who  fucceeded  Chrift  in  the  fame  Spirit  and  power 
wherein  he  miniftered)  preached  the  fame  kingdom,  declaring  and  deicrib- 
ing  what  it  was,  and  wherein  it  confifted ;  namely,  not  in  word,  but  in 
power  (even  in  the  power  which  ffaakes  all  that  is  to  be  0iaken,  but  cannot 
be  ihaken  itfelf,  nor  the  Idngdom  which  is  in  it,  i  Cor.  iiL  20.  and  Heb.  xii. 
28.)  Nor  was  the  kingdom  of  God  meat  and  drink  (or  any  outward  thing)  ^ 
but  righteoufneis,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Gholl,  Rom.  xiv.  1 7. 

And  thef  preached  not  in  vain ;  for  the  life  was  inwardly  revealed  in 
many,  the  power  inwardly  revealed,  and  the  righteoufiiels,  peace,  and  J07 
thereof  felt.  For  fuch  as  truly  believed  and  obeyed  the  gofpel,  received  the 
kingdom  which  could  never  be  ihaken,  and  had  an  entrance  miniftered  to 
them  thereinto,  according  to  their  diligence  and  carefulnefs  in  the  truth. 

Now  afterwards  a  great  darknefs  came  over,  and  this  glorious  kingdom 
waavgaiaveiled,  and  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  and  deceit  overfpread  the 
prdfeS>rs  of  Chriftiaftity  \  and  in  this  time  notions  and  outward  knowledges 
took  with  men,  inftead  of  the  life  and  truth  itfelf,  wherein  the  king^m 
and  power  Hands. 

But,  blefied  be  the  Lord,  the  light  of  life  again  fhinea  out  of  and  over  the 
darkness,  and  the  kingdom  Is  again  received,  and  the  entrance  into  it  again 
known ;  and  from  what  is  ieen  and  heard  (and  in  meafure  enjoyed  and 
poffefled)  is  a  faithful  teftimony  given  forth.  And  blefled  are  they  who 
near  ^  ioyftil  found ;  for  it  is  no  lefs  than  the  found  of  life  itfelf,  the 
power  itfeiiF,  the  gdpel  itfelf,  the  Spirit  himfelf,  manifeftbg  hiufelf  in)  and 
4jpeaking  through,  vi^fek  acoordiog  to  his  pkafure. 


PREFACE. 


dv 


Now  they  that  receive  this  light,  which  is  teftified  of,  and  witnefied  to^ 
receive  Chiw ;  but  they  that  defoife  and  rge&  it,  reje6l  him  $  as  will  ba 
made  manifeft  in  the  day  of  the  Lord,  whatever  men,  in  their  wifdom  and 
comprehenfioQS,  judge  to  the  contrary,  who  know  not,  nor  are  able  ta 
judge  of  the  appearances  of  the  Lord,  or  of  the  glory  of  this  difpenfa- 
tion. 

For  this  difpenfation  is  indeed  moft  precious,  glorious,  and  living,  beini 
a  difpenfation  of  the  feed  and  power  of  life  itfelf,  whereby  God  tranflatetl 
out  of  darknefs,  and  the  regions  thereof,  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear 
Son,  and  into  his  glorious  image.  Which,  reader,  not  that  thou  mayeft 
have  only  notions  concerning,  'but  mayeft  really  come  to  partake  of,  is  the 
end  of  my  giving  forth  thefe  things  following ;  which  fweetly,  freihly,  liv- 
ingly,  and  powerfully  fprang  up  in  my  heart  for  thy  (ake,  and  are  in  great 
love  prefented  to  thy  view/ 

By  a  fufierer  for  the  truth  which  lives  in  him, 
and  in  which  he  lives,  though  the  tender 
mercy  of  the  Lord,  and  to  the  glory  of 
the  riches  of  his  grace, 
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I. 

■  '     '.  '         Coneeming  GoSs  Teachings. 

It  is  written  in  the  prophets  (faid  Chrift)  theyjballbe  all  taught  of  God.  Every 
one  therefore  that  bath  heardy  and  bath  learned  of  the  Father^  cometh  unto 
me^  John  vi.  45.  For  the  prophets  indeed  hadfaid^  All  thy  children  Jhall  be 
taught  of  the  Lord^  and  they  Jhall  all  know  me^  from  the  leafi  of  them  to  the 
great  eft  of  them. 

NO W  whofe  children  are  they  which  ihall  all  be  taught  of  the  Lord  ? 
And  which  are  they  which  fhall  all  know  the  Lord  by  the  teach* 
ings  of  his  Spirit,  from  the  leaft  to  the  greateft  ?  Arc  they  not  the  children 
of  the  free  woman,  the  children  of  the  Jerufalem  which  is  from  above, 
which  is  the  mother  of  all  that  are  truly  living  ?  Now  all  her  children  the 
Father  of  life  begets,  and  taketh  care  to  teach  them  the  true,  pure,  hea- 
venly, living  knowledge ;  fo  that  they  indeed  know  the  Lord,  being  taught 
by  the  anointing  fo  to  do ;  and  they  indeed  know  Chrift,  the  Father  reveal- 
ing him  to  them :  for  none  knows  the  Father  but  the  Son,  and  none  knows 
the  Son  but  the  Father,  and  he  to  whom  the  Father  reveals  him.  Flejb  and 
blood  bath  not  revealed  it  to  thee^  but  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven  (faid  Chrifb 
to  Peter,  Matt.  xvi.  17.)  And  it  pleafed  God  to  reved  his  Son  in  me, 
fai4  iW^  Gal.X  i5>  16.  And  how  did  Paul  preach  Chrift  among  the  Gen- 
tilts*?^  ml  {it  tiot  preach  him  as  a  fnyftery  hid  from  ages  and  generadons, 
which  none  but  the  Father  could  Feveal  and  make  manifeft  ?  And  whea 
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he  is  known  anil  made  noanifeft,  is  he  not  known  within^  revealed  withini 
made  maoUeH  within  ?  Cot.  L  26, 27*  and  i  Jebn  i.  2.  Mark :  the  lifo  was 
manifefiid.  Thus  they  can^e  to  know  Chrift ;  and  if  diey  would  bring  others 
to  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  they  muft  bring  others  to  the  qtianifeftation  of 
the  fame  life,  and  (hew  unto  them  that  etemial  Itfe  which  was  with  the  Fa« 
ther,  and  was -manifefted  unto  them,  ver.  2.  Now  that  they  might  do  thus, 
they  were  to  preach  the  light  to  them  (even  diis  meflage,  that  God  is  light, 
and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at  all,  ver.  5.)  and  to  turn  them  to  the  light 
(Jds  nvi.  18.)  in  which  alone  noen  can  fee  and  receive  the  life  which  is 
eternal.  Men  may  know  or  comprehend  many  things  concerning  •  the 
Mefliah  from  the  letter ;  but  they  can  only  know  the  Meffi^  hihilelf  in  the 
light  which  Ihines  into  their  hearts,  and  which  he  fent  his  apoftles  to  direift 
and  turn  their  minds  to.  For  they  direded  them  to  the  Word  within,  light 
within,  life  within.  Spirit  within;  to  feel  after  the  manifeftationof  God 
within,  which  was  communicated  to  the  very  Gentiles,  Rom.  1.  1 7.  And  fo 
Paul  direded  the  Gentiles  to  feek  after  and  find  God  nigh,  and  not  afar  off, 
yiiis  xvii,  27.  Oh !  this  is  precious  to  find  and  feel  God  near,  Chrift  near; 
in  his  light  to  fee  light,  in  his  life  to  feel  and  enjoy  life !  For  here  (in  the 
place  of  darknefs,  in  the  place  of  iin  and  death,  in  the  place  where  dra- 
gons lay,  Ifa.  xxxv,  7.)  is  the  redeeming  power  to  be  felt,  and  the  deliver* 
ance  of  the  foul  experienced  by  thofe  that  truly  believe. 

l*he  Scribes  and  Pharifees  had  a  knowledge  that  the  Melfiah  was  to  dome; 
but  how  came  they  by  it  i  Why  they  had  read  fo  in  the  letter  of  the  Icrip^ 
turcs.  The  profeiTors  of  this  age  have  a  knowledge  that  Chrift  is  .come  ; 
how  came  they  by  that  ?  Why  they  have  read  fo  in  the  writings  of  the 
evangelifts  and  apoftles.  But  who  hath  believed  the  report  of  life  now» 
and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  (which  is  now  ftretched  forth)  re- 
vealed ?  ^ho  hath  heard  and  learned  of  the  Father  to  know  the  Son,  and 
fo  to  come  to  him,  even  from  the  inward  revelation  of  his  Spirit,  and  from 
the  inward  living  knowledge  which  is  thereby  ?  Every  one  therefore  (faith 
Chrift)  every  one  of  thefe  children,  every  one  that  is  tav^ht  of  God  (be- 
caufe  of  what  they  have  heard  and  learned  of  the  Father)  cometh  to  the 
Son.  Now  every  one  that  is  thus  drawn,  and  thus  cometh,  Chrift  rcceiveth, 
and  giveth  to  all  fuch  eternal  life ;  and  they  know  him  who  gfveth  them 
eternal  life,  and  who  preferveth  and  maintaineth  life  in  them.  Others  have 
but  a  notional  knowledge  of  him ;  but  do  not  indeed  know  him  that  is 
true,  nor  are  in  him  that  is  true,  even  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the 
very  God  and  life  eternal,  i  John  v.  20. 

And  fo  they  that  are  taught  of  God,  learn  of  him  to  repent  from  dead 
works,  and  do  repent  them  thereof;  whereas  others,  through  hardnefs  of 
heart,  do  not  fo  much  as  difcern  which  are  dead  works,  which  not,  in 
matters  of  worftiip.  Others  do  not  know  the  true  difference  between  that 
which  is  dead  and  that  which  is  living ;  but  death  (unknown  to  them)  lives 
Mid  reigns  in  their  very  knowledge  and  apprehenfions  of  things ;  even  in 
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theJr  faiths  m  their  duties,  yea,  in  all  they  bdicve  and  perform  to  Gbcf- 
For  as  Paul  was  alive  without  the  law  once,  even  when  he  walked  according 
to  the  letter  of  the  law  blamele(s ;  fo  all  forts  are  now  dead,  in  the  midlt 
of  all  dieir  knowledges  and  pra&ice^  from  the  letter  (how  much  alive  focver 
they  may  feem  to  thenifelves  therein)  till  they  come  to  the  miniftration  of 
the  Spirit.  For  the  letter  killeth ;  but  the  Spirit  quickeneth,  or  giveth  life, 
2  Cor.  iii.  6.  and  ver.  j^  This  therefore  is  the  work  of  a  true  minifter,  to  begcc 
into  the  Spirit,  and  into  the  life ;  but  ah»!  how  litde  do  men  know  what  dead 
works  are,  and  what  it  is  truly  to  witncfs  repentance  from  them !  Men 
out  of  God's  Spirit,  light,  and  power,  are  fo  far  from  repenting  for  them, 
that  they  do  not  fo  muth  as  rigbdy  diftinguifli  and  difcern  them ;  but  take 
that  for  living  which  is  dead ;  kindling  a  fire  of  themfelves,  and  compafling 
themfelVcs  abaut  with  fparks,  thinking  the  warmth  thereof  to  be  the  true 
warmth.  Now  if  men  are  not  come  to  the  true  repentance  from  dead 
works,  much  lefs  are  they  come  to  the  true  faith  towards  God ;  and  fo  are 
yet  in  their  fins,  yet  out  of  Chrift,  having  never  learned  of  the  Father  to 
come  to  him ;  and  fo  are  ftill  in  Egypt's  fpirit,  in  Egypt's  wifdom,  and  in  . 
that  hold  their  religion :  and  whenever  God  appears  in  his  Spirit  and  power, 
he  will  not  be  that  to  them  which  they  expedt  ^  but  a  dreadful  ftroke  from 
him  will  come  upon  all  their  ways  and  worihips,  which  are  as  abominable 
to  God  as  they  are  pleafing  to  them.  But  alas !  to  what  end  are  words  to 
that  ear,^  to  that  fpiric,  which  is  like  the  deaf  adder,  which  will  not  hearken 
to  the  voice  of  the  charmer,  charm  he  ever  fo  wifely !  Could  the  letter- 
learned  Scribes  and  Pharifces  hear  the  voice  of  Chrift  in  the  days  of  his 
flefti?  Nay;  they  could  not,  in  that  gain-faying  fpirit.  Can  the  letter- 
learned  profeflbrs,  in  the  fame  fpirit,  hear  the  voice  of  Chrift's  Spirit  now  ? 
Nay  \  they  cannot.  And  they  that  cannot  hear  the  voice  of  the  fecond 
Adam,  the'  voice  rf  the  quickening  Spirit,  the  voice  of  him  who  gives  life 
to  the  foul,  how  can  they  live  ?  And  if  they  firft  receive  not  Mt  from 
Chrift,  hoW  can  they  perform  any  living  aftion  to  God  ?  How  can  they 
worihip  in  the  Spirit  and  in  the  Uving  truth,  who  are  not  gathered  into 
the  Spirit  and  into  the  living  truth  ?  Oh !  that  men  could  confider  aright 
of  thcfe  things,  and  wait  on  the  Lord  for  the  true  underftanding  of  them ! 
For  without  the  true  knowledge  of  God  and  Chrift  (without  that  know- 
ledge which  is  life  eternal)  men  muft  needs  perifh.  It  cannot  be  pther- 
wife ;  for  the  true  knowledge  only  faves,  and  therefore  they  which  have  it 
not  muft  n^ds  pierUh. 
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Concerning  the  Law  ofCbri/i.  * 

And  the  iJUsJhall  "umtfor  bis  laWj  I&.  zlii.  4. 

WH  AT  is  that  law  which  the  ides  were  and  are  to  wait  for  ?  Is  it  not 
the  grace  and  truth  which  comes  by  Jefus  Chrift,  even  the  grace 
in  the  inward  parts,  the  truth  in  the  inward  parts  ?  The  law  outward  was 
given  by  Mofes  to  the  outward  Jews ;  but  grace  and  truth  comes  by  Jefus 
Chrift,  That  is  the  law  of  the  Jew  inward,  which  the  ifles  of  the  Gentiles 
were  to  wait  for. 

The  apoftle  holdeth  forth  Chrift  to  be  the  foul's  mafter  (he  is  the  Shep- 
herd, Lord,  King,  and  Bi(hop  of  the  foul),  to  wliom  every  one  muft 
give  an  account.  Now  what  muft  men  give  an  account  to  him  of  ?  Is  it 
not  of  the  grace  and  truth  which  comes  by  him  ?  If  any  man  hath  received 
that,  obeyed  that,  believing  the  found,  report,  and  voice  of  that,  and  fo 
loved  and  followed  it,  will  it  not  be  faid  unto  him,  Well  doncy  good  anS 
faithful  fervant  ?  But  if  any  one  hath  neglected  and  defpifed  the  grace 
(not  improving  the  talent,  but  improving  his  own  natural  abilities,  while 
God's  talent  lay  wrapped  up  in  a  napkin,  and  hid  in  the  earth)  will  not  that 
pcrfon  be  judged  a  flothful  fervant  as  to  improving  the  talent^  whatever 
he  hath  been  as  to  improving  his  own  natural  parts  and  abilities  ? 

Now  mind :  If  Chrift  be  an  inward,  a  fpiritual  mafter,  what  is  his  law 
but  the  inward  teachings  of  his  Spirit  ?  A  prophet  (hall  the  Lord  your 
God  raife  up  unto  you  like  unto  me,  him  (hall  ye  hear  in  all  things ;  and 
he  that  will  not  hear  him,  how  iecure  and  confident  foever  he  may  feem 
to  himfelf  of  his  ft^te  at  prefent ;  yet  it  ihall  come  to  pafs  that  he  (hall  be 
cut  off  and  deftroyed  from  among  God's  people.  Are  not  the  words,  the 
voice,  the  motions,  the  leadings,  the  drawings,  the  commands  of  his  Spirit, 
the  law  to  all  that  are  fpiritual  ?  Doth  he  not  fay  to  one.  Go,  and  he  goeth ; 
,  and  to  another.  Come,  and  he  cometh ;  to  another,  'Do  this,  and  he  doth 
it  ?  Here  is  the  glory  of  the  great  Lord  and  King,  and  of  the 'great  High- 
prieft,  over  the  houftiold  of  God,  in  that  he  giveth  forth  precepts  ac- 
cording to  his  holy  will  and  pleafure ;  and  all  his  Iheep  know  his  voice,  and 
follow*  him ;  and  all  his  children  and  iervants  obferve  and  obey  him. 

If  we  live  in  the  Spirit,  let  us  alfo  walk  in  the  Spirit,  faid  the  holy  apoftle. 

Here  are  the  limits  of  the  children  of  the  new  covenant  \  here  is  the  law  of 

Fife  (the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus),  the  law  of  the  new  covenant, 

written  in  the  heart,  which  none  can.  read  but  with  the  new  eye.  .  The 

children  of  the  flefti  may  read  the  letter,  and  comprehend  concerning  the 

letter,  and  gather  rules  and  obfervations  out  of  the  letter ;  but  the  chil-- 

dren  of  the  new  covenant  alone  can  read  the  law  of  life  in  the  heart.    Ami 
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this  law  is  the  path  of  life,  the  path  of  all  that  are  renewed  by  God's  Spirit, 
which  the  Jew  inward  is  to  read  diligently,  and  to  have  his  delight  therein, 
and  to  meditate  thereon  day  and  night.  And  this  law  is  light,  true  light, 
pure  light,  fpiritual  light,  yea,  the  light  which  is  eternal,  and  never  varies; 
and  the  commandment  which.comes  therefrom  is  a  lamp,  which  they  that 
receive  know  it  to  be  no  leis  than  life  everlafting ;  for  indeed  the  com* 
mandments  of  Chrift*s  Spirit  are  felt  to  be  fo.  Now  this  commandment, 
this  law,  this  light,  fliines  in  the  darknefs  at  firft ;  but  afterwards  out  of 
the  darknefs  more  and  more  (as  it  is  believed,  ]:eceived,  obeyed;  and  walked 
in)  unto  the  perfect  day  •,  fee  Prav.  iv.  i8,  19. 

S^jt.  But  how  may  I  wait  for,  come  to  know,  and  receive  this  law  ? 
I  am  not  of  the  ftock  of  the  Jews  natural,  but  of  the  iOes  of  the  Gentiles ; 
how  may  I  meet  with  and  receive  the  law  of  life  from  Chrift,  or  the  grace 
and  truth  which  comes  by  him  ? 

jlnftJ^*  The  way  of  receiving  it,  is  to  ^mind  that  which  enlightens  and 
renews  the  mind,  drawing  it  out  of  the  nature  and  fpirit  of  this  world,  and 
out  of  the  ways,  worfhips,  knowledge,  and  cuftoms  thereof,  into  that  which 
icafons  it  otherwife,  and  opens  it. another  way.  Now  here  the  grace  is 
met  with,  here  the  truth  is  met  with,  here  the  Spirit  of  life  is  met  wjth ; 
here  the  inward  change  is  felt,  and  the  new  law  written  in  the  heart  and 
fpirit  And  here  the  mind  comes  to  prove  and  know  what  is  that  good, 
that  acceptable  and  perfed  will  of  God :  for  God  is  the  teacher  in  the  new 
covenant,  and  his  teachings  are  here,  even  in  that  which  he  renews.  He 
gathereth  into  his  Spirit,  and  he  teachedi  thofe  that  abide  in  his  Spirit,  and 
giveth  unto  them  eternal  life,  eternal  virtue,  eternal  nourtfliment,  in  and 
n'om  his  Spirit.  But  diey  that  may  be  great  fearchers  into  the  letter,  and 
comprehenders  from  the  letter,  and  pradifers  according  to  their  apprehen«- 
lions  of  the  letter  (not  being  gathered  into  nor  reading  in  the  Spirit)  they 
mifs  of  eternal  life,  and  of  the  redeeming  arm  and  power,  and  are  not. 
iav^d  from  fm  by  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  but  are  yet  in  tranfgrefiion,  dark- 
nefs, and  death,  even  until  now.  The  Lord,  who  knoweth  all  thin^,  make 
jnanifelt  their  eftates  and  conditions  unto  them,  that  they  perifh  not  for  ever ; 
but  may  learn  of  the  Father  to  know  th^  Son,  and  of  the  Son  to  know  the 
Father,  and  come  to  witnefs  true  life  manifeited  in  their  own  hearts,  that 
they  may  have  fellowfhip  with  the  Father  and  Son  therein.  For  he  that  is 
not  turned  from  darkn.e&  unto  light  (from  the  darknefs  within  in  his  own 
heart,  unto  the  light  winch  God  caufeth  to  ihine  there)  doth  not  yet  know 
Chrift  livingly  and  iavingly  -,  but  is  only  in  the  notions  and  comprehenlions 
concerning  him,  which  cannot  fave.  For  it  is  the  fife  and  power  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  inwardly  revealed  againft  the  power  of  fin  and  death, 
which  is  alone  able  to  fave  there&om. 

Now  coofider  with  yourfelves  (all  who  would  not  be  deceived  m  this 
matter)  have  ye  known  thirf  law  ?  Have  ye  received  it  in  meafure,  and  do 
ye  wait  to  know  and  receive  it  d^ly  more  and  more  ?  Then  9re  ye  Chnftians 

indeed, 
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inde^  and  of  the  houfe  of  Jacob,  which  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord, 
and  •  in  the  light  of  the  holy  city,  whofc  light  the  Lamb  is.  But  without 
this  law,  without  this  light,  without  the  inward  writing  of  God's  Spirit  in 
your  hearts,  ye  cannot  be  inward  Jews,  nor  children  of  die  new  covenant. . 
Thefe  are  weighty  things,  and  to  be  confidered  weighdly,  and  weighed 
in  the  balance  of  the  fandtuary.  Oh !  wait  to  know  what  it  is  to  go  into' 
the  fan£tuary,  and  to  weigh  things  there  in  the  balance  thereof,  which  ex- 
a£tly  and  infalUbly  weigheth  and  determineth  whatever  is  brought  thither ! 
For  of  a  truth  ye  cannot  underftand  any  fcripture  aright  which  treatcth  of 
any  fpiritual  and  heavenly  myftery,  but  as  ye  are  taught  of  God,  to  bring 
it  unto  the  balance  of  the  fanfliuary,  and  to  weigh  it  there ;  where  all  your 
own  apprehenfions,  meanings,  and  conceptions  will  fall,  and  the  mind  and 
intent  of  God's  Spirit  be  alone  owned  and  juftified.  Ah!  what  a  vaft  dif- 
ference there  is  between  weighing  mens  apprehenfions  and  conceivings  upon 
fcriptures  in  the  balance  of  their  own  underftandings,  and  weighing  them  in 
the  true  balance !  In  the  former  are  all  the  erring  judgments ;  but  in  the 
latter  is  the  true,  unerring  judgment  of  God*s  own  Spirit,  in  the  light  which 
is  eternal ;  which  judgment  will  ftand  for  ever. 

III. 

A  brief  Relation  concerning  ntyfelfj  in  reference  to  what  has  befallen 

me  in  my  Purfuit  after  Truth. 

]'  Was  acquainted  with  a  fpring  of  life  from  my  childhood,  which  en- 
\  lightened  me  in  my  tender  years,  and  pointed  my  heart  towards  the 
Lord,  begetting  true  fenfe  in  me,  and  faith,  and  hope,  and  love,  and  hu- 
mility, and  meeknefs,  (^c.  fo  that  indeed  I  was  a  wonder  to  fome  that  knew 
me,  becauie  of  the  favour  and  life  of  religion  which  dwelt  in  my  heart, 
and  appeared  in  my  converfation. 

But  I  never  durfl:  truCk  the  fpring  of  my  life,  and  the  fpringings  up  of  life 
therefrom ;  but,  in  reading  the  fcriptures,  gathered  what  knowledge  I  could 
therefrom,  and  fet  this  over  the  •  fpring  and  Ipringings  of  life  in  me,  and 
indeed  judged  that  I  ought  fo  to  do. 

Notwithftanding  which,  the  Lord  was  very  tender  and  merciful  to  me, 
helping  me  to  pray,  and  helping  me  to  underftand  the  fcriptures,  and 
opening  and  warming  my  heart  every  day. 

And  truly  my  foul  was  very  near  tne  Lord,  and  my  heart  was  made  and 
preferved  very  low  and  humble  before  him,  and  very  fenfible  of  his  rich 
lote  and  mercy  to  me  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  as  I  did  daily  from  my 
heart  cry  grace,  grace,  unto  him,  in  every  thing  my  foul  received  and 
partook  of  from  him. 

Indeed!  did  not  look  to  have^  been  fo  broken,  (hafttered,  and  diftrefifed, 
as  I  afterwards  wa%  andoouU  byiio  means  underftand  the  VKaning  there- 
of 
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of,  my  keart  truly  aad  earneftly  defiring  after  the  Lord,  and  not  hamng  tbc 
fcnfe  of  any  guilt  upon  me.  Divers  cape  to  fee  me,  fome  to  enquire  into^ 
and  confider  of,  my  condition ;  others  to  bewail  it,  and  (if  pofllble)  ad- 
minifter  fome  relief,  help,  and  comfort  to  me  •,  and  divers  were  the  judg« 
ments  they  had  concerning  me.  Some  would  fay  it  was  deep  melancholy  ;. 
others  would  narrowly  fearch,  and  encjuire  how,  and  in  what  nSanner,  and 
in  what  way  I  had  walked ;  and  were  jealous  that  I  had  finned  againfl:  the 
Lord,  and  provoked  him  fome  way  or  other,  and  that  fome  iniquity  lay  as. 
a  load  upon  me :  but,  after  thorough  converfe  with  me,  they  would  ftill  ex- 
prefs  that  they  were  of  another  mind  v  and  that  the  hand  of  f;heLord  was  in. 
it,  and  it  was  an  eminent  cafe,  and  would  end  in  good  to  my  foul. 

At  that  time,  when  I  was  broken  and  daflied  to  pieces  in  my  religion,  I 
ivas  in  a  congregadonal  way;  but  foon  after  parted  with  them,  yet  in  great 
love,  relating  to  them  how  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon  me,  and  how  £ 
vras  fmitten  in  the  inward  part  of  my  religion,  and  could  not  now  hold  up 
an  outward  form  of  that  which  I  inwardly  wanted,  having  loft  my  God,  mjr 
Chrift,  my  faith,  my  knowledge,  my  life,  my  all.  And  fo  we  parted 
very  lovingly,  I  wiQiing  them  well,  even  the  prefence  of  that  God  whom  I 
'  wanted  ;  promifmg  to  return  to  them  again,  if  ever  I  met  with  that  whichi 
jny  foul  wanted,  and  had  clearnefs  in  the  Lord  fo  to  do.    , 

After  I  was  parted  from  them,  I  never  joined  to  any  way  or  people }  but 
lay  mourning  day  and  night,  pleading  with  the  Lord  why  he  had  forfakea 
me,  and  why  I  (hould  be  made  fo  miferable  through  my  love  to  him,  and 
iincere  defires  after  hin.  For  truly  I  can  fay,  I  had  not  been  capable  of  ib 
much  mifery  as  my  foul  lay  in  for  many  years,  had  not  my  love  been  ib 
deep  and  true  towards  the  Lord  my  God,  and  my  defires  fo  great  after  the 
fenuble  enjoyment  of  his  Spirit,  ficcording  to  the  promife  and  way  of  the  gof- 
pel.  Yet  this  I  can  alfo  iay,  in  uprightnefs  of  heart.  It  was  not  gifb  I  de- 
iired  to  appear  and  ihine  before  men  in ;  but  grace  and  holioeis,  and  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  dwelling  in  me,  to  a6t  my  heart  by  his  grace,  and  to 
preferve  me  in  holinefs. 

Now  indeed  the  Lord  at  length  had  compafllon  on  me,  and  vi0ted  me  ^ 
though  in  a  time  and  way  wherein  I  expefted  him  not :  nor  was  t  yelling  (as 
to  the  natural  part)  to  have  that  the  way  which  God  (hewed  me  to,  be  the 
way  i  but  the  Lord  opened  my  eye,  and  that  which  I  know  to  be  of  him  in 
me  clofed  with  it,  and  owned  it  $  and  the  pure  feed  was  raifed  by  his  powcr^ 
and  my  heart  taught  to  know  and  own  the  feed,  and  to  bow  and  wor«- 
(hip  before  the  Lor4  in  the  pure  power,  which  was  then  in  my  heart.  Sa 
that  of  ^  truth  I  feniibly  knew  and  felt  my  Saviour,  and  was  taught  by  hio^ 
to  take  up  the  crofs,  and  to  deny  that  underftanding,  knowledge,  and  wi£- 
dom,  which  had  fo  long  flood  in  my  way ;  and  then  I  learned  that  leflbn 
(being  really  taught  it  of  the  Lord)  what  it  is  indeed  to  become  a  fool  for 
Chrift's  fake.     Icannot  fay  but  I  had  learned  fomewhat  of  ,it  formerly^  buc 

I  nev^r  Hnew  hqff  to  keep  to  what  I  had  learned  till  that  day. 

And 
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:  And  •  then  God  (hewed  me  (by  degrees,  as  he  nurtured  me. up  in  the 
heavenly  fenfe  and  experience  of  his  >  Spirit)  the  workings  of  the  good  in 
me»  and  the  workings  of  the  ilibtilty ;  and  how  himfelf  had,  in  time  paft, 
taught  me  to  pnsiy,  and  to  underftand  the  fcriptures,  and  to  believe  in  his 
Son,  and  know  ibme  things  aright ;  but  withal,  how  a  knowledge  and  un- 
derftanding  of  another  nature  had  crept  in,  and  gained  ground  upon  me 
(which  indeed  I  knew  noc  how  to  diftinguifh  thoroughly  from  the  other, 
and  watch  againft),  and  fo  the  truth  came  not  to  live  in  me,  nor  I  to  live 
in  that,  according  to  the  utmofi  defire  and  travail  of  my  foul. 

But  now  of  a  truth,  by  this  blefied  vifitation  of  the  everlafting  gofpel, 
the  Lord  hath  at  length  brought  me  back  to  the  fame  ibring  I  was  ac- 
quainted with  at  firft,  and  joined  my  heart  in  true  fenfe  and  underftanding 
to  it ;  fo  that  the  life  that  I  live  is  by  the  ipringing  up  of  life  in  me ;  and 
I  know  the  Lord  my  God,  by  being  daily  taught  by  him  fo  to  do ;  and  I 
love  him,  by  feeling  my  heart  circumcifed  and  conftrained  through  the  new 
nature  thereunto.  And  truly  it  is  natural  to  the  good  feed  in  me,  and 
to  my  foul  in  and  through  the  fame,/ to  truft  my  Father,  and  tofuffer  any 
thing  that,  he  requires  of  me,  who  freely  giveth  me  both  to  do  and  to  fof- 
fer :  for  indeed  I  live  not  of  myfelf,  but  by  a  continual  gift  and  quickening 
of  life  in  my  heart. 

And  oh !  that  others  alfo  could  come  to  hear  the  teftimony  of  truth  and 
life  from  God's  Holy  Spirit,  and  be  turned  thereby  to  the  pure  principle 
and  Spirit  of  life  itfeli  (which  many  formerly  had  a  true  tafte  of,  but  are 
now  turned  afide  to  another  nature  and  fpirit,  though  they  themfelves  know 
it  not),  that  they  might  witnefs  the  gofpel-power,  and  know  the  fpiritual 
and  heavenly  Jerufalem,  and  fuck  at  her  breads,  and  be  dandled  on  her 
knee,  who  is  the  tnother  and  bringer-up  of  all  that  are  truly  living. 


IV. 

A  ^ejiion  about  preaching  the  everlafting  Gojpel  anfwered. 

^A  TT  O  W  is  the  everlafting  gofpel  (wherein  Chrift  is  truly  made 
Xa  known,  and  falvation  really  witneifed  in  the  hearts  of  thofc  that 
receive  it)  preached  at  this  day  ?  How  hath  the  Lord  appointed  it  to  be 
preached,  and  how  is  it  preached,  and  how  may  men  come  to  hear  it,  that 
their  fouls  may  live  ?  Arc  not  they  blcfled  that  hear  the  joyful  found 
thereof  ?  Are  not  they  wretched  and  miferablc,  and  blind  and  naked,  who, 
miftake  and  mifs  concerning  that,  found  of  it,  which  it  pleafeth  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  to  give  forth  in  this  day  ? 

It  is  wonderful  to  confider  how  the  truth,  the  gofpel^  the  life,  the 
power  which  faves,  is  one  and  the  fame  in  all  ages  and  generations,  and 
yet  ftill  hid  from  the  wife,  prudent,  profelling  eye,  in  every  ag^  and  ge- 
neration. 

Vol.  Ur  Uuu  Now 
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Now  let  me  ipeak  a  few  words  to  this  thing;  not  only  fram  what  I 
have  felt  in  my  heart,  but  have  alfi>  read  in  the  fcripttures  of  truth. 

Anjw,  The  goi^el,  after  the  apoftafy,  is  thus  to  be  preached :  Fior  God, 
and  give  glory  to  him ;  for  the  hour  of  bis  judgment  is  come:  and  woffinf  bim 
J  bat  mdde  heaven  and  earthy  &c.  Rev,  xiv.  6»  7.  He  that  knoweth  the 
preacher  that  preacheth  thb ;  he  that  hath  heard  diis  preached  in  his  own 
heart  \  he  that  hath  met  with  that  fear  which  6od*s  Spirit  teachetb  and 
^veth ;  he  that  hath  known  the  hour  of  God's  judgment,  and  \izd  the  axe 
laid  to  the  root  of  the  corrupt  tree^  and  hath  been  taught  by  the  Son  to 
wor(hip  the  Father  in  Spirit  and  Truth ;  he  hath  without  doubt  met  with 
the  go^el,  the  everlaftii^  gofpel :  and  if  God  require  of  fuch  an  one,  and 
^ifl:  him  by  his  Spirit  and  power  to  preach  this  to  others,  he  is  a  preacher 
of  the  everkfting  gofpe),  and  an  able  minifter  of  the  New  Teftament,  not 
of  the  letter,  but  c^  ^t  Spirit.  But  all  (hould  take  heed  of  preaching 
their  own  formings  and  conceivings  upon  the  letter  (as  too  many  do  in  this 
day,  who  reproach,  revile^  and  perfecute  the  YHt  and  power),  for  that  falls 
^lort  of  true  preaching  the  letter. 

Ok !  that  thefe  things  were  weighty  upon  mens  fpirits,  that  they  might 
learn  suight  to  fearch  and  underftand  the  fcriptures,  •  and  know  how  the  Fa- 
ther hath  revealed  the  Son  in  this  day,  and  how  to  come  to  him,  to  receive 
life  from  hun  h  For  many  (who  ieem  knowing)  through  ignorance,  miftake 
in  this  matter,  and  fb  run  on  in  their  own  wills,  wifdoms,  and  comprehend 
fion  of  things,  and  mifs  of  the  drawings  of  the  Father,  and  fb  come  not 
aright  to  the  Son ;  but  only  according  to  what  they  themfelves  imagine  and 
s^prehend  from  what  they  have  gathered  and  conceived  upon  the  fcrip* 
tures. 

God,  who  commanded  light  to  fhine  in  this  outward  world,  hath  judged 
it  necoflary  to  caufe  the  light  of  his  Spirit  to  fhine  inwardly  in  mens  hearts ; 
and  this  gives  the  knowledge  of  the  fcriptures,  and  the  true  fenfe  and  dif^ 
cernbg  of  iaward  and  fpiritual  things ;  yea,  here  the  Son  is  known^  and 
his  blood  felt  deanfings  which  the  fcriptures  without  do  not  make  manifefl; 
but  this  the  fcriptures  are  a  clear  and  faithful  record  of,  and  teftimony  to. 
Men  had  need  take  heed  how  they  read,  and  how  they  underftand,  the 
fcriptures  (in  what  li^ht,  in  what  ipirit),  for  it  is  eafy  erring  ^  but  without 
the  prefence  and  guidance  of  God  herein,  men  cannot  walk  fafely.  And 
truly, it  is  great  prefumption  in  any  man  to  read  the  fcriptures  bddly,  with- 
out fear  and  reverence  to  him  who  is  the  author  of  them ;  or  to  put  any 
c^  his  meanings  and  conceivings  upon  God's  words  •,  whicK  it  is  hard  for 
Jiim  CO  forbear  doing,  who  readeth  them  in  the  liberty  of  his  own  ipirit^ 
out  of  the  light  of  God's  Spirit,  which  is  the  limit  and  yoke  of  the  true 
itiders  and  underftanders  of  the  fcriptures. 


V.  &«- 
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V.       •  ' 

Concerning  CbriJPs  Minijlry,  or  Priejibood. 

CHRIST  is  made  by  God  a  minifter,  or  high-pricft,  over  the  Ipirituat 
Ifrael  of  God.  N<>t  afier  the  law  of  a  (arnal  commandment^  but  after 
the  power  cf  an  endlefs  life  (as  Heb,  vii|  i6.  and  chap.  viiL  2.)-,  and  he  mi- 
nifters  with  his  Spirit  and  power  unto  and  in  all  his.  So  that  he  that  knows 
Chrift's  miniftry,  knows  the  power,  the  life,  the  Spirit  in  which  he  mipi- 
fters  ;  but  he  that  is  not  acquainted  with  thefe,  is  yet  to  learn  to  know 
Chrift  aright,  and  to  believe  in  him  unto  life  and  falvation,  which  arc 
wrapped  up,  comprehended^  revealed,  and  communicated  in  the  pow«r 
wherewith  he  minifters*  For  the  very  beginning  of  Chrift*s  miniftry  is  ia 
the  Spirit  and  power  of  God,  whereby  he  redeems  out  of  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  Satan  -,  and  to  this  men  are  to  be  turned,  if  they  wiU  witnefs  61- 
vation  by  Jefus  Chrift,  even  to  the  light  and  power  of  God's  Holy  Spirit^ 
which  breaks  the  darknefs  and  ftrength  of  the  kingdom  of  Satan  in  the 
heart.  For  indeed  all  literal  profcflions,  beliefs,  knowledges,  and  pra^ticesL 
out  of  the  life  and  power,  Satan  can  transform  himlelf  into,  and  uphold 
and  maintain  his  kingdom  under,  in  the  hearts  of  men  \  but  the  inward 
light  and  power  of  me  breaks  it,  where  the  minds  of  people  are  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  turned  thereto^  and  fubje&ed  under  its  rule  tod  govern- 
ment. 

vi. 

Concerning  the  true  Knowledge  of  Cbrift* 

IT  was  faid,  in  the  time  of  the  prophets,  tinder  the  miniftrttion  of  the 
law,  that  the  friers  lips  Jbotdd  keep  knowledge^  and  they  (that  is,  the  wi^ 
ward  Ifrael^  Ifrael  after  the  fielh)  Jbotdd  feek  the  law  at  bis  mouth  ^  for  be  is 
the  tneffeng^  of  the  hard  of  bofls^  Mi.  i.  7.     And  doth  not  Chrift,  opr  High* 
pried,  and  the  Apoftie  of  our  profeflion,  keep  all  the  people's  knowledge  ?  iAi^ 
are  they  not  all  to  feek  the  law  of  life,  the  law  of  the  new  covenant,  0t  hff 
mouth  ?  Is  not  he  the  meflenger  of  the  covenant,  who  brings  tidings  of  the 
covenant  of  life  and  peace  -,  and  muft  not  the  foul  that  will  live  hear  him  ? 
If  a.  Iv.  I,  2,  3.     Is  not  he  the  fealed  and  Sent-One  of  the  Father,  to  open 
the  blind  eye,  and  to  bring  the  prifoner  out  of  the  pit  ?  Is  not  he  the  Shep- 
herd of  the  (piritual  flock  ?  And  are  not  fuch  as  are  called  out  of  the  world 
(and   fan6tified  by  him)  his  fiieep  ?  And  are  not  all  his  ftieep  to  hear  his 
voice,  and  follow  him  ?  Is  not  he  the  prophet,  like  Mofes,  appointed  by 
Giydy  for  all  the  fpiritual  Ifrael  to  hear  in  all  things  ?  (Is  not  his  Spirit  to 
teach  and  lead  into  all  truth  ?  Can  any  elfe  lead  into  truth ;  or  can  any 
come  into  truth  unlefs  they  be  led  ?)  And  they  that  will  not  hear  the  voice 

U  u  u  2  •  of 
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of  his  Spirit  in  thefe  latter  days  (feeing  God,  in  thefe  laft  days,  ipeaketh  hj 
his  Son,  and  faith  to  all  the  true  difciples  and  followers  of  the  Lamb,  Hear 
ye  hitny^  are  they  not  to  be  cut  off  from  the  comforts  of  his  Spirit, 
from  the  pure  refrelhments  of  his  Spirit,  from  the  life  of  his  Spirit,  and 
from  the  living  Ifrael,  and  fo  to  be  numbered  among  the  dead  and  uni«* 
deemed  ? 

•  ■ 

Chnft  faith,  /  am  the  way^  the  frulbj  and  the  life.  It  is  he  alone  that  is 
the  living  way,  which  leads  to  the  Father,  Now  how  is  Chrift  the  way  to 
the  Father  ?  How  is  he  the  truth  ?  How  is  he  the  life  ?  Is  he  fo  by  any 
literal  and  outward  knowledge  of  him ;  or  by  the  inward,  Jpiritual,  and 
fiving  knowledge  of  him  ?  They  that  know  his  Spirit,  know  the  way ;  and 
they  that  ifralk  in  his  Spirit,  walk  in  the  way.  This  is  mod  certain :  they 
that  walk  not  in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter,  but  in  the  newnefs  and  life  of  the 
Spirit,  they  walk  in  the  new  and  living  way.  How  is  the  letter  old ;  and 
how  is  the  Spirit  new  ?  How  is  Chrift  known  after  the  .flelh,  and  fo  to  be 
known  no  more  ?  And  how  is  he  known  after  the  Spirit,  and  fo  to  be  known 
for  ever  ?  Man  is  but  fleflb,  and  his  knowledge  and  underftanding  of  things^ 
of  his  own  fetching  from  the  literal  relation  and  defcriptions  of  them»  is 
but  the  knowledge  of  the  fleftily  part ;  but  there  is  a  new  eye,  a  new  un- 
derftanding, a  new  heart  and  mind,  to  which  the  Father  reveals  him  ;  and 
that  knowledge  which  the  new-birth  receives  of  the  Father,  that  is  fpiritual, 
true,  pure,  heavenly,  living  knowledge.  And  fo  the  children  of  the  king- 
dom are  to  dwell  in  that  Tight  wherein  the  Father  reveals  the  things  of 
the  kingdom ;  and  this  differenceth  them  fiom  all  the  literal  knowers  of  the 
things  of  God  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  Now  this  is  it  which  fatisfieth 
my  heart  concerning  my  knowledge  of  the  things  of  God,  even  that  I  have 
{o  learned  to  know  Chrift,  and  to  believe  in  him  (and  to  repent  from  dead 
works,  and  to  obey  him,  and  fuffer  for  him)  as  I  could  never  have  learned, 
imlefs  the  Father  himfelf  had  tauffht  me.  And  now  feeing  and  partaking 
of  ?hc  difierence,  I  cannot  but  teftify  againft  all  dead  teachings,  unto  the 
Spirit's  teaching,  which  is  living ;  knowing  afluredly,  that  no  other  teach- 
ing or  learning  the  things  of  God  will  amount  to  true  knowledge, 
or  be  owned  in  xkut  day  of  the  Lord,  but  that  which  is  (tf  and  m  the 
Spirit. 


VL 
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VIL 

A  fev)  Words  more  concerning  the  Right  Way  of  Knowings  as  it  is 
witnejfed  unto  in  the  ^crtpturesy  and  experienced  in  the  Hearts  (f 
thoje  that  truly  and  livingly  know  the  Lord. 

WISBOMisjiilifiedof  hercbildren,  faidChrift,  Matt,  xi*  19.  Now,* 
who  is  wifdom  ?  What  is  wiidom  ?  Is  it  not  the  heavenly  mother  of 
all  the  living  ?  It  is  the  Spirit  which  begets  all,  whoare  truly'begottentothe 
Lord  ?  Now  where,  and  into  what,  doth  he  beget  them  ?  In  the  earthly 
nature,  in  the  earthly  wi(dom,  in  the  earthly  fpirit,  or  out  of  it ;  in  and  ia«- 
to  that  which  is  heavenly. 

Now  all  that  are  of  this  heavenly  begetting  and  birth,  they  know  (owa 
and  juftify)  that  wifdom,.  wherein  they  are  begotten.  They  juftify  the  na- 
ture of  truth,  the  light  of  truth,  the  life  of  truth,  the  power  of  truth,  the 
appearance  of  truth  in  their  age  and  generation.  The  falfe  birth  will  own 
and  juftify  the  words  of  truth  which  were  formerly  fpoken,  and  the  former 
apppearances  thereof  (as  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  did  Mofes  and  the  pro- 
phets, who  denied  Chrift,  who  was  truth,  and  {pake  truth  beyond  them)'^ 
but  the  true  birth  knoweth  and  juftifieth  the  prefcnt  words,  and  the  prc- 
fent  appearances  of  truth,  which  the  falfe  birth  ftill  flightcth  and  defpifcth. 

If  any  man  therefore  will  judge  aright  concerning  the  things  of  God, 
he  mult  be  fure  to  be  of  the  true  birth  (a  child  of  the  true  wifdom)  and 
that  he  keep  to  that  nature,  Spirit,  and  birth,  to  which  God  giveth  the  dif- 
cerning.  For  there  is  an  eye  of  difccrning,  and  a  wayof  difcerning,  which 
is  a  gift ;  and  he  that  wHl  know  aright,  and  judge  aright,  muft  keep  to 
the  gift  of  light,  the  gift  of  grace,  the  gift  of  the  Spirit,  the  gift  of  the 
holy  anointing ;  and  be  watchful  and  careful  to  judge  in  it,  and  take  heed 
of  judging  out  of  it.  For  though  a  man  be  come  to  a  fpiritual  (late^  and 
hath  received  the  gift  of  grace,  knowledge,  and  diicerning ;  yet  if  he  be 
not  watchful  to  keep  to  the  gift,  he  may  eafily  err,  and  judge  amifc. 

vm.  . 

Concerning  Chrijfs  Bight eoufnejsy  which  is  the  Bightemfnefs  of  aH 

his  Saints. 

CHRIST  is  the  head,  his  faints  the  body;  and  do  they  not  allparuke 
of  one  nature,  one  Spirit,  one  virtue,  one  life,  one  righteoufnefs  ? 
Doth  not  Chrift  give  them  of  his  own  righteoufnefs,  even  of  the  righteouf- 
nefs which'  his  Father  gave  him  ?  And  is  ndt  that  righteotrfhefs  which 
Chrift  giveth  them,  then*  righteoufnefs  ?  What  was  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  ? 
Was  it  not  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  revealed  in  him,  communicscced  to  him, 

and  made  his  ?  And  what  is  their  righteoufnefs  ?  Is  not  the  fiune  righte- 
oufnefs 
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oufnefs  revealed  in  them,  communicated  to  them,  and  made  theirs,  in  and 
by  Chrift  ?  Are  not  they  made  partafcfrs  of  the  divine  nature,  in  and  thro* 
him,  and  made  the  righteoxifnefi  of  God  in.  him  ?  Christ  trufted  his  Father, 
and  obeyed  his  Fariicr  in  aH  things.  Now  was  not  that  an  effeft  of  the 
righteous  nature  and  Spirit  of  his  Father  in  him  ?  Ht  became  obe£eni  mt9 
deatby  even  the  death  vf  the  crofs.  And,  Oh  I  how  was  his  Father  pleafed 
therewith !  Did  not  he  fay  to  him,  as  to  Abraham  in  the  like  cafe  ?  Be^nife 
thou  haji'done  this  things  in  blejfing  I  will  hlefs  thee ;  and  in  multiplying  Ivsill 
multiply  thy  feed ;  and  thoii  Jhalt  fee  of  the  travail  of  thy  foulj  and  be  fatisfed: 
for  thou  ihdt  not  only  gather  the  difperfed  of  Ifraely  but  inherit  the  Gentiks 
alfo ;  and  have  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  poffeffion. 

Confider  now  fcrioufly,  in  God's  fear ;  Is  Chrift's  obedience  to  the  law 
of  Mofes  the  faints  evangelical  rightcoufnefs  ?  Or  is  his  righteoufnefi  re- 
vealed in  them,  from  faith  to  faith  ?  Was  his  being  circumcifed  outwardly, 
their  circumcifion  ?  Or  is  his  inward  circumcifing  them,  their  circumcifion  ? 
Which  of  thefc  is  the  gofjpel  circumcifion ;  the  circumcifing  of  his  fleffi 
outwardly,  or  the  circumcifing  of  their  hearts  inwardly  ?  Again,  was  his 
being  outwardly  baptized,  their  baptifm  ?  Or  is  the  inward  baptifm  of  the 
Spirit,  the  gofpel-baptifm  ?  Doth  he  not  fulfill  the  fighteoufnefs  of  the  law 
of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  them,  who  believe  in  his  Spirit  and  power,  and  walk 
nor  after  the  flefti,  but  after  the  Spirit?  Was  not  Chrift juftified  in  the 
Spirit  ?  And  are  not  all  his  juftified  in  the  Spirit  alfo  ?  Whatfoever  is  of  God, 
wnatfocver  is  wrought  in  God,  doth  not  God  juftify ?  Is  not  the  perfon  here 
juftified,  the  faith  juflified,  the  works  juftified  with  the  juftification  of  life, 
and  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  from  whence  they  proceed  ?  And  here  Chrift's 
wofds  are  verified.  He  that  doth  truths  comethto  the  light ^  that  his  deeds  may 
he  manifefty  that  they  are  wrought  in  God^  John  iiL  l  u  And  afe  not  his 
deeds  then  juftified't  He  that  is  united  to  the  Spirit  of  "^od  (and  acauaint- 
cd  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  knoivs  his  voice)  hears^  and  fees,  ana  feels, 
and  underftands  what  God  condemns,  and  alfo  what  he  juftifies ;  who  never 
condemns  any  thing  that  arifeth  from  himfelf,  and  is  wrought  in  himlfelf  ^ 
but  only  that  which  cometh  from  the  flefli,  and  is  wrought  in  the  fle(h. 
And  here  -he  kts  (in  the  true  light)  whgt  faith  is  imputed  for  rightcoufnefs, 
and  what  faith  is  ihut  out ;  and  what  works  are  accounted  righteous,  and 
what  works  are  fliut  out :  and  \i6^  Enpch  walked  ^h  God  iQ  the  rkbteous 
Spirit  and  life,  and  was  therein  juftified  y  and  how  Noah  built  an  ark  in  the 
faith,  being  moved  with  fear,  and  was  therein  with  his  family  faved.  So 
Abel  iacti^Ked  in  the  f^th,  S$  t»bi€b  be  ^Uainul  mtnefs  that  he  was  tighten 
wSy  Gihii^ifying  of  hit  gifts^  Heb.  xL  4*  Mark ;  hi^s.  iacrtfiee,  his  gift, 
came  from  a  rightwus  Spirit,  md  fo  tbe^  righteous  God  tcftified  of  his  gift ; 
imd  iiich  are  aU  the  facrifices  now,  that  an;  ofiTered  up  in  God'i  ^irit,  and 
in.  the  tnie  faicb*  And  fo  ^e  aHb  &t  how  Abraham  (the  &tiier  of  die 
^th&d)  was  jifft^iy  vfotrit^  Jamca  ii.  2S.  and  how  GDdwai  pkafed  with 
h)in»  becaufe  tehaddwc  t^t  tblog of  oScnng^  up  Inrnfybtij^GodTi 

commaad. 
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command.  Alio  Phinehas's  zeal  for  the  Lord,  in  'evecuting  judgment, 
was  highly  efteemed  of  the  Lord,  and  was  counted  U  him  for  rigbttoufnefsy 
imt9  all  gmerations  for  evermore^  Pfe.  cvi.  30,  31. 

But  alas !  How  do  men  miftake  about  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  about 
the  gofpel-righteoufnefs ; .  and,  in  efiedt,  make  it  but  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  law,  but  the  righteoufnefs  qi  the  old  covenant,  performed  in  the  per^ 
fon  of  another  for  us,  and  imputed  to  us  ?  Whereas  it  is  the  righteoufnefs 
of  another  covenant,  even  of  the  new  and  living  covenant,  which  the  Lx)rd 
Jefus  Chrift  worketh,  both  in.  us  and  for  us.  Now  whoever  receivcth  this 
righteoufnefs  from  him,  and  is  cloathed  with  it  by  him,  he  findeth  it  to  be 
the  righteoufiiefs  of  the  gofpel,  the  new  and  living  righteoufnefs,  the  true 
and  evcrlafttng  righteoufiiefs,  both  of  the  Father  and  Son,  which  the  fouls 
of  thofe  that  truly  believe,  partake  of  in  them  and  with  them. 

Now  confidcr  a  fcripture  or  two,  to  evidence  this  further. 

The  apoftle  faith,  2  Cor.  iii.  17,  18.  The  Lord  is  that.  Spirit  (the  Lord 
Jefus  is  the  fccond.  Adam,  the  quickening  Spirit)  in  whom  the  veil  is  done 
away^  ver.  15.  And  fo  the  true  Chriftian  (in  whom  the  ffiilis  done  away^ 
who  is  come  into  the  true  liberty  of  the  Spirit)  wit  J?  open  faa^  beholding  as 
in  a  mirror  the  glory  of  the  Lord^  is  changed  into  the  fame  image. 

Now  mind :  if  man  be  changed  into  the  heavenly  image,  if  he  partake 
of  Chrift*s  image,  is  he  not  made  righteous,  and  become  truly  righteous 
therein  ?  Was  not  the  image  of  the  firft  Adam  holy  and  righteous  ?  And  is 
not  the  image  of  th^  fecond  Adam  holy  and  righteous  alfo  ?  And  are  ndt 
they  that  are  changed  from  the  imag^r^of  fin  and  Satan,  intoChrift's  image, 
holy  and  righteous  in  that  image  ?  Are  they  not  changed  from  unrightec^ 
nefs  to  righteoufnefs  ?  And  is  not  this  image,  whereinto  they  are  clianged, 
and  wherein  thev  are  new  created  by  God,  their  righteoufnefs  ?  Whoever  is 
ingrafted  into  Cnrift,  is  he  not  ingrafted  into  righteoufnefs  ?  Cut  off  from 
Unrighteoufnefs,  and  ingrafted  into  righteoufnefs  ^  even  into  the  righteous 
nature  and  Spirit  of  the  Lamb  ?  And  doth  he  not  partake  tpf  the  righte-» 
oufnefs  of  the  vine  or  olive-tree,  into  which  he  is  ingrafted  ?  And  doth  not 
that  become  his  righteoufnefs?  If  the  root  be  holy,  then  are  alfo  the 
branches  -,  and  if  the  root  be  righteous,  fo  are  alfo  the  branches ;  and  that 
is  the  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs  of  the  branches,  which  they  have  from  the 
root. 

The  other  fcripture  is  that  of  Epb,  iv.  22,  23,  24.  which  fpeaks  of  put* 
ting  off  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt  accordmg  to  the  deceitful  lufb  ^ 
and  of  being  renewed  in  the  fpirit  01  die  mind,  and  putting  od  the  new 
man,  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs.  Mark  ^ 
here  is  the  new  creation.  Now  confider  well,  what  is  the  holloed  and 
righteoufnefs  of  the  new  crearion  ?  Is  not  that  which  is  put  ofi^  old^  cor^ 
rupt,  unholy,  unrighteous?  Is  not  that  which  is  put  on,  new,  h<^y,  righse-* 
ous  I  even  the  image  before  fpoken  of,  Chrift  the  heavenly  imagc»  the  mw 

man. 
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man,  which  is  created  and  formed  in  man  ?  And  then  God  owneth  fuch  to 
be  his  people,  Ifa.  U.  i6.    v 

No  man  can  do  that  which  is  righteous,  but  he  that  firft  partakes  of 
God*s  righteous  nature  and  Spirit.  The  tree  muft  firft  be  good,  before  the 
fruit  can  be  (b.  A  man  muft  firft  be  renewed  and  made  righteous^  before 
he  can  bring  forth  righteoufnefs.  So  that  he  that  doth  bring  forth  ri^te- 
oufnefs,  without  doubt  he  is  inwardly  renewed,  without  doubt  he  is  inwardly 
righteous.  Did  the  Gentiles  do  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the  law  ? 
Then,  without  doubt,  they  were  partakers  of  another  nature  than  the  old 
corrupt  nature,  which  is  not  fubjedl  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can 
be.  Utile  children j  let  no  man  deceive  you  \  be  that  doth  righteoufnefs^  isrigbie" 
oui,  even  as  he  is  righteous,  i  John.  iii.  7.  This  is  the  true  and  weighty 
judgment  of  God's  Spirit ;  and  he  that  judgeth  otherwife  is  deceived,  and 
erreth  in  this  particular ;  and  (heweth  that  he  doth  not  yet  know  God's 
righteoufnefs,  and  Chrift's  righteoufiiefs,  which  is  one  and  the  lame.  Far, 
If  ye  know  that  he  is  right eous^  ye  know  that-  every  one  that  doeth  righteoufnefs 
is  born  of  him,  i  John  ii.  29.  Mark  *,  the  new  birth  precedes  the  doing  of 
righteoufnefs ;  and  the  doing  of  righteoufnefs  is  a  certain  evidence  of  the 
new  birth.  He  that  doth  righteoufnefs  is  born  of  God ;  this  fruit  can  aiife 
^omi  n9  other  but  the  pure,  living,  heavenly  root. 

IX. 

Of  the  Grace  ^f  the  Go/pel. 

TH  E  prophets  of  old  prophelied  of  the  fufFerings  of  Chrift,  and  the 
dory  that  (hould  follow,  i  Pet.  i.  10,  11.  Now  what  was  the  glory 
which  fliould  follow  ?  Was  it  not  the  fetting  up  Chrift's  inward  and  invifi- 
ble  kingdom  in  the  hearts  of  men  ?  Was  it  not  God's  abundant  pouring 
out  his  Spirit,  and  filling  vefiels  therewith ;  fo  that  the  Spirit  of  grace  and 
of  glory  fliould  reft  upon  believers,  as  it  had  done  upon  Chrift  ?  Was  it 
not  God's  tabernacling  in  men,  and  becoming  their  God,  and  making  them 
his  people  ?  Was  it  not  the  fulfilling  the  precious  promifes  concerning  the 
gofpeMlate,  whereby  men  (hould  be  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature 
(of  the  heavenly  image),  and  ^bc  changed  from  glory  to  glory,  by  the  rc- 
li^wing  Spirit  and  power?  Was  it  not  to  have  fellpwlhip  with  Chrift,  not 
only  in  his  fufferings  ahd  death,  but  alfo  in  his  refurrcdion  and  kingdom  i 
where  the  bread  and  wine  of  the  kingdom  is  eaten  and  drank,  and  the 
&aft  of  fat  things  partaken  of?  Is  it  not  a  glorious  ftate  to  be  tranflated  out 
of  the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  into  the  kingdom  of  the  dear  Son  ?  And  to 
dwell  with  Chrift  ih  the  kingdom }  and  fup  there  with  him,  and  he  with 
them  ?  To  have  fellowfliip  (pure  fellow(hip,  living  fellpwftiip)  with  the  Ft* 
ther  and  the  Son,  that  the  blefiedn^  and  joy  of  the  foul  in  the  goipel-ftate 
may  be  full? 

The 
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The  law  was  a  miniftracion  of  fhadows ;  for  under  it  were  the  various  anB 
many  (hadows  of  the  good  things  to  come,  which  were  to  be  poflfeiTed  and 
enjoyed  in  the  days  of  the  gofpel.  In  the  law  there  was  an  outward  people 
(the  Jews  outward),  an  outward  covenant,  an  outward  land  of  bteffings, 
plenty  and  reft  ;  an  outward  Sion,  outward  Jerufalem,  outward  temple^ 
outward  4rk,  outward  table,  outward  laver,  outward  candlefticks,  outward 
lamps,  llqcward  oil,  outward  anointing,  outward  circumQftoft  and  facrifr- 
ces,  outward  new  moons  and  fabbaths,  outward  kings,  outward  prie^, 
and  ouward  victories  over  outward  enemies,  (^c. 

But:  now,  in  the  gofpel,  dicre  is  the  fubftance  of  thefc  things  inwardly 
revefybed,  and  inwardly  poffeffed  and  enjoyed ;  even  the  Jew  inwar4  (the 
new  nmn  'bf  the  heart)  an  inward  covenant  of  life  and  peace,  an  inward 
land  of  bleflednefs,  of  reft ;  an  inward  fabbath*or  day  of  gofpe^rcft  (which 
the  true  believer  keepeth  in  the  faith,  not  bearing  any  burdev;  kindling 
any  fire,  nor  doing  any  work  of  the  flcfli  therein) ;  an  inward  Sion,  an  in- 
ward Jerufalem  or  holy  city  -,  an' inward  temple, (in  which  is  the  Holy  of  Ho* 
-  lies),  ai)  inward  ark,  in  which  the  law  of  life  is  treafured  up ;  inward  taUe». 
inward  laver,  inward  candleftick,  inward  lamp,  inward  oil,  irlwird  anoint 
ing,  inward  cireumcifion  and  facrifices,  and  iblemn  feaibttsv  the  inward 
King  of  Glory,  inward  prophet  and  prieft  known,  even  Chrift  within,  who 
giveth  vi£tories  and  dominion  over  the  inward  enemies,  aq^l  giveth  his  to 
partake  of  his  kingdom  and  priefthoAd,  Rev.  i.  6.  Yea,  and  (by'  his 
Spirit  poured  out  upon  them)  maketh  his  feers  and  prophets  alfo,  as  it  is 
written,  /  will  pour  cut  my  Spirit  upon  all  fiejh^  and  your  fons  and  your  daughters 
Jhall  propbefy. 

Now,  was  not  this  fulfilled  after  the  fufierings  of  Chrift  in  the  ilefh  ?  And 
is  it  not  daily  more  and  more  fulfilled,  as  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  which 
arc  yet  behind,  are  filled  up  in  his  body  the  church  ?  Did  not  the  glory, 
then  fucceed  i  Was  not  the  gofpel-fpirit  and  power  then  revealed  and  be- 
ftowed  ?  And  did  it  not  bring  into  the  gofpel-ftate  ?  Were  not  the  precious 
promifes  fulfilled  therein  ?  2  Peter  i.  5,  6.  Are  they  not  all  yea  and  amen 
in  Chrift  ?  Is  not  the  veil  or  covering  taken  away  in  him  ?  Is  not.  tbe  glory 
revealed  in  him  ?  Is  not  the  Lord  one,  and  his  name  one  in  him  ?  Is  there 
not  glory  thea  in  the  Jbigheft,  on  earth  peace,  and  good-will  among  men, 
as  well  as  good-will  in  God  towards  men  ?  Where  is  then  the  enmhy  and 
wars ;  the  lufts  and  fightings  ?  Where  is  the  envy  of  Judah  or  Ephraim,  or 
the  vexing  one  another  here  ?  Are  not  thefc  things  drowned  in  the  love  and 
in  the  peace,  in  the  life  and  in  the  power  which  is  revealed  in  the  gofpeK 
ftate,  and  fprings  up  in  the  gofpel-fpirit  ?  They  know  not  what  fpirit  they 
are  of,  who  would  ha^  fire  come  down  from  heaven  upon  the  dilbbedient 
and  gainfaycrs.  To  be  f*e,  they  are  not  of  the  golpel-fpirit,  not  of  Chrift*s 
Spirit,  who  came  not  to  deftroy  mens  lives,  but  to  feek  and  fave  that  which 
was  loft,  and  to  overcome  by  the  overBowings  of  his  love  and  tender  vifit$ 
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4f  his  life.  And  how  do  his  children  pmake  war  in  thfs  day  ?  Is  it  not"  with 
innocency,  with  meekncfs,  with  patience,  with  bowels  of  love,  with  long- 
fufFering,  with. truth,* with  righteoufnefs,  like  the ,folk)we^s^ of  the  Lamb^ 
like  the  children  of  him  who  abounds  therein  ?  Indeed  there  is  a  Tword 
given,  there,  is  sl  threftiing-  inftrument,  there  are  dart^  aqd  arrows  to  b^  fcoc 
jnto  the  hearts  of  the  King's  enemies,  Pfa,  xlv,  3,  4,  5.  But  tt-js  not  to 
deftroy  the  creature,  but  rather  to  Imite  and  \^ound  that  fpirit  wluJIi  capti- 
vates it,  that  the  creature  may  witnefs  deliverance  and  freedom  therefrom : 
^though  ;t  is  true,  that  they  who  join  with  that  fpirit,  muft  partake  of  its 
judgments  and  plagues,  even  to  deArudkion,.  if  they  fo  continue* 

Now  this  glory  is  ^rapped  up  in  the  grace  which  is  miniftered  by  the 
gdfpel;  and  where  gtace  is  fi)wn,  the  glory  is  fown  (there  is  a  t^e  feed  of 
the  glory)  j  anil  where  grace  abounds,  the  glory, abounds.  It  was  faid  con- 
cerning the'  firft  gathering  of  Chriftians  by  the  apoftles,  that  great  grace 
tuas.ufon  them  all^  Ads  iv.  33.  and  indeed,  it  was  a  precious  and  glorious 
ftate,  which  they  were  gathered  into  and  brought  forth  in.  Now  the  grace 
is  revealed  ftgain,  the  grace  is  poured  forth  again,  the  grace  hath  appeared, 
teaching  anof  bringing  falvation  again ;  doth  it  not  behove  every  one  to 
know  it  and. partake  of  it?  Not  to  be  content  with  words  concerning  the 
^race,  but  to  know  the  grace  itfelf,  receiving  it  from  the  hand  of  him 
that  giveth  it,  and  hearing  the  iBroice^  reproofs,  and  inftruftions  of  it  ? 
Hear^  and  your  fotds  JhaU  live. '  Whom  (hould  they  hear  ?  Are*  they  not  to 
Bear  Chrift,  the  great  prophet?  How  fliall  they  hear  Chrift  ?  Is  there  any 
other  way,  than  by  hearing  his  grace  teaching  them  ?  Than  by  hearkening 
to  the  fheafure  of  the  gift  of  grace,  which  is  by  Jefus  Chrift  } .  The  law  was 
given  hy  Mofes  (all  his  people,  all  his  children,  all  his  .family  were  to  coaic 
Vnder  the  law,  to  be*  governed  by  the  law).  Grace  apd  irutb  comes  iy  Je- 
Jids  Chrift  (all  his  children,  all  his  people,  all  his  family  are  to  come  un- 
der the  grace,  to  be  governed  by  the  grace),  who  is  faithful  in  all  his 
lidufe,  diipenfing  of  his  grace  and  truth  to  4II  his,  as  Mofes  did  of  the  law 
Committed  to  him)  to  all  under  him.  So  then,  all  that  defire  to  be  truly 
v^hriilians,  let  them  wait  to  know  what  the  grace  and  truth  which  Chrift 
giveth  is,  and  to  partake  of  it  and  come  under  it  i^  under  its  teachings, 
under  its  influences,  under  its  protedion,  under  its  government  (by  being 
fubjed  to  it;  and  in  every  thing  guided  by  It)  that*  they  may  know  what 
that  fcripture  means,  in  the.  true  and  weighty  experience :  Sin  JhaU  net 
have  domimm  over  you^  for  ye  are  not  under  the  htw^  hut  under  grace^  Kjom* 
Vi.  J4«  ^1 
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^■^  ..*"  A'^^Jiion  anfwered  concerning  real  Hotinefs^  <* 

Qutft.     /L  i?  £  imtferltm  toienalif  hofy  (nally  fanRifiedin  Cbrifi  Jefus) 
jt\  w/&^  fOonld'be  received  h  the  Lord^  and  enjcy  feUawfiip  with  him 

*•    MS  fins  and  daughters^  in  tBegtfJpel  of^bis  Son?. 

.  Anfw.  Under  the  law,  that  people  of  the  Jews  were  to  be  fcparatcd  from 
the  Heathen,  to  be  6utwardly  circumcifed  and  cleanfed  by  the  water  and 
"  blood  of  purifying  (wKich  fandbiBed  to  the  purifying  of  the  flcfh)^  and  not 
to  touch  any  dead  or  undlean  th?ng  ;  for  any  fuch  thhig  polluted  then^  and 
thofc  that  were  unclean  muft  be  kept  without  the  campj  as  unfit  for  the  htiy 
,    communion  with  God  and  his  people,  ^till  cleanfed. 

Now  what  did  this  figoify  ?.  Did  it  not  fignify  that  pure  and  clean  flate 

'  inwardly,  which  God.requireth  under  the  gofpel  ?  Did  it  not  fignify  the  in* 
ward  circumcifion  of  tjie  heart  and  fpirit  before  the  Lord,  and  the  cleanfing 
of  the  foul,  mind,  and  body,  before  its  appearing  to  worihip  in  the  inward 
and  Ipiritual  temple  ?  Heb.  x.  22.     Is  there  not  a  Jerufalem  undfer  the  gol^ 

f  pd,  into  which  no  uncircumcifed  or  unclean  thing  h  to  ^nter,  or  appear 
before  God  there  ?  Mark  what  the  apoftle  faith,  Heb.  xii.  Te  ate  not  come  to 
the  Mount  that  might  b&  touched^  to  outward  Mount  Sinai,  or  Sion,  to  the 
appearance  of  God  there ;  but  ye  are  come  to  the  inward  Sion,  and  to  the 
city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  and  to  fellowfbip  with  God 

*     and  Chrift  there,  ver.  18.— 22. 

Now  what  is  the  way  to  this  holy  fellowftiip  and  heavenly  communion  ? 
.  Doth  not  God  himfelf  prefcribe  it?  2  Cor^  vi.  i6,  17.  Wherefore  come  out 
from  among  tbem^  and  be  feparated^  faith  the  Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean 
things  and  I  will  receive  you ;  I  will  be  a  Father  unto  you^  and  ye  fhall  be  my 
fons  and  daughters^  faith  the  Lord  Almighty.  For  God  would  have  a  people 
reprefentatively  holy  in  the  time  of  the  law  (yet  not  deftitute  of  inward  ho- 
linefs),  and  he  will  have  a  people  really  holy  in  the  time  of  the  gofpel.  He 
that  defikth  the  temple  of  God^  him  will  God  defiroy :  but  keep  the  temple 
pure,  holy,  and  thea  the  Holy  God  will  dwell  and  appear  there,  according 
to  his  promift';  /  will  dwell  in  them^  and  walk  in  them.  And  this  is  eternally 
true,  and  witncflcd  by  certain  experience  among  them  that  know  the  Lord ; 
that  if  any  thing  that  b  unclean  be  touched,  there  is  a  defilement  thereby, 

^  ■  and  there  muft  be  a  cleanfing  felt,  before  an  admittance  into  the  prefence 
of  the  Holy  God,  and  enjoying  fellowftiip  with  him  again. 
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Concerning  the  IiOiv  of  Sin  in  the  Flejhly  Mlndi  and  the  Law  y 
,  and  Holinefs  in  the  Renewed  Mind;  and  wbence^^eacb  have  their 
Strength.  . 

'TT  7  H  AT  is  the  law  of  fin?  Who  writes- it  in  the  mind*?  And  what  is 
yY  it  when  it  is  writ?  When  lufi  hath  conceivedy  it  bringeth  forth  Jin : 
arid  fin  when  it  Us  finijhed^  bringeth  forth  deaths  James  i.  15.  So  that  the 
firft  beginning  of  fin  .is  evil  lujiy  and  ihe  whole  .'Corruption  that  is  in  the 
world,  is  through  Id^^  2. Peter  i.  4-  Now  whence  cometh  that  luft  ?  Is  it 
not  begotten  in  the  mind  and  ipirit  by  the  tempter  ?  And  what  is  the  law, 
both  of  the  lufl:ing,  and  of  the  fins  committed  through  the  luft  ?  Is  it  not 
the  luftfiil  natnre,  the  luftful  will,  *tjie  luftful  wifddm,  the  luftful  defires  and 
paiSiofts,  which  the  God  of  this  world  begetteth  in  the  worldly  part  ?  Soon 
the  other  hand,  there  is.  an  Jioly  law  in  the  hoi/  and  renewed  mind. 
Whence  cometh  that  law  ?  Doth  it  not  come  from  God  ?  Doth  it  not  come 
from-  the  Holy  One  J  Is  it  not  he  that  blots  out  Satan's  law,  and  then  writes 
his  own  -law  in  the  hearts  of,  his  ?  Now,  what  is  his  law  ?  Is  it  not  of  a 
contrary  nature  to  Satan's  law?  What  God  writeth  in  the  hearts  of  his, 
teaching  them  holinefs,  requiring  holinefs,  enlightening  the  mind  unto  ho* 
Cnefs^  manife{ling>  the  good,  perfe(51:,  and  acceptable  will,  is  not  that  his 
law?  Under  the  old  covenant  the  law  was  at  a  diilance,  writ  in  tables  of 
ftone ;  but  under  the  new  covenant  the  law  is  nigh,  written  in  the  heart  by 
the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  For  he  is  King,  the  inward 
King,  the  fpiritual  King  of  his  people,  who  cometh  to  reform,  and  amend 
by  his  covenant,  what  was  amifs  under  the  former.  Now,  becaufe  he  found 
under  the  old  covenant,  that  laws  outwardly  written  would  never  bring 
mdi  into,  and  keep  men  in,  fubjeftion  to  his  Father ;  therefore  he  writeth 
inwardly  by  his  Spirit  and  power,  and  vifiteth  with  the  inward  eternal  day, 
even  the  day  of  his  power  •,  and  fo  maketh  his  people  willing  to  receive  the 
law  of  his  Spirit  of  life,  which  maketh  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death. 
For  this  law  being  inward  and  fpiritual,  and  more  powerful  than  the  othcr^ 
overcomes  the*  other  law,  even  the  law  of  fin  and  death  (though  it  be  inward 
and  fpiritual,  and  inwardly  written  alfo),  and  fetteth  free  from  it  j  Rom.  vi. 
18.  and  viii.  2.      .  '  ^ 

Now  thefc  laws  have  each  their  ftrength  from  him  thaLt'  writes  them. 
The  law  of  )Sn  and  death  hath  its  ftrength  from  the  god  of  this  world, 
the  prince  of  darknefs,  who  ruleth  in  all  that  are  difobedient  to  the  Spirit 
and  power  of  Chrift.  The  law  of  holinefs,  the  lajv  of  life,  the  law  of  faith 
in  the  power,  the  law  of  obedience  to  God's  Holy  Spirit,  hath  its  ftrength 
from  the  Holy  One,  from  the  printe  of  Hfe  and  peace ;  for  Satan  is  near 
bis  fubjefts,  and  dwells  in  them,  to  aft  them,  and  to  make  his  laws  of 
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v£n  and  di(bbedience  forcible  in  thctn.    Every  motion  and  temptation  to  fin 
^e  kindles,  and  adds  vigour  to,  that  he  may  fet  on  (lame  the  wicked  (pirits 
of  "nten  after  fin,  vanity,  pride,  luft,  uncleannefs,  cruelty,  and  all  manner 
of  wickednels,  that  they  may  draw  on  iniquity  as  with  cart-ropes,  and  drink 
it  In  as  the  ox  doth  water  (James  iii.  6.)     And  the  Lord  alfo  is  near  to  tlie 
foul  i  the  king  of  holinefs,  the  king  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace  is  near,  to 
give  ftrength  to  every  holy  defire  in  the  l^eart,  and  to  every  motion  of  his 
Spirit  towards  that  which  is  good  and  holy.    Hence  it  is,  that  he  that  trufts 
God's  Spirit,  watching  to,  and  following  the  movings  and  drawings  there- 
of, finds  life  flow  in,  virtue  and  ftrength  flow  in,  to  carry  on  efFeftually  in 
that  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  moves  to.     So  that  come  but  truly  to 
know  a  motion,  to  underftand  the  drawings  and  leadings  of  God's  Spirit^ 
Srength  is  never  wanting  to  him  who  giveth  up  in  the  faith  to  follow  the 
Lord  in  that  which  he  moves  and  draws  to.     And  this  is  the  great  (kill  of 
Chriftianity,  to  come  inwardly  to  know  the  Lord ;  to  know  the  inward  ap- 
pearances of  the  Shepherd,  his  leadings  out  into  the  paftures,  where  eternal 
life  is  fed  on  5  and  again  into  the  fold  of  reft,'  which  is  no  lefs  than  the 
bofom  of  love,  and  ufe  eternal.     How  the  growth  of  the  new  man,  the 

•  growth  of  the  Chriftian  ftate,  is  in  the  exercife  under  the  law  of  life,  under 
the  law  of  the  Spirit.  For  the  Spirit  exercifeth  the  mind  by  his  law,  and 
the  mind  is  to  give  up  to  the  exercife  thereof,  and  to  wait  upon  the  Lord 
in  it  day  and  night ;  finding*  itfelf  never  without,  but  ftill  under  the  law  to 
Chrift  in  every  thing.  And  indeed  how  can  a.  man  do  any  thing  aright 
without  the  fenfe  and  knowledge  of  the  law  ?  How  can  a  man  fight  aright 
with  his  fpiritual  enemies  without  underftanding  the  law  of  fighting  ?  For 
there  is  a  lawful  fighting,  and  an  unlawful  fighting,  againft  the  foul's  ene- 
mies. The  unlawful  fighting  is  in  the  felf-will,  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  ac- 
cording to  one's  own  apprehenfions  and  conceivings,  which  gains  no  real 

f round ;  and  therefore  they  that  fo  fight  cannot  overcome.  The  lawful 
ghting  is  in  the  faith,  in  the  wifdom  and  guidance  of  the  Lord,  in  his 
Spirit  and  power,  and  this  is  ever  fuccelsful.  So  there  is  a  lawful  running, 
and  an  unlawful  running  the  race^  which  the  apoftle  plainly  implieth,  when 
he  faith.  So  run  that  ye  may  obtain^  i  Cor.  ix.  24.  So  likewife  there  is  a 
law  of  pray^  a  law  of  faith,  a  law  of  love,  a  law  of  new  obedience,  a  law 
of  hberty  (for  the  liberty  under  the  gofpel  is  not  boundlefs,  but  bounded 
by  the  Spirit)  a  royal  law,  which  the  king  of  glory  writes,  and  keeps  living 

*  in  the  heart ;  by  whick  his  will  is  underftood,  and  the  way  of  life  known, 
which  never  can  be  underftood  by  any  but  thofe  in  whorp  this  law  is 
written,  even  the  law  of  the  new  covenant,  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  ia 
Chrift  Jefus. 

Read  and  confider  this  fcrioufly :  for  hideed  it  contains  the  very  myftery 
of  Chriftianity  and  redemption.  For  redemption  is  not  by  a  notional  know- 
ledge of  Chrift  (it  is  not  lb  witneflTed^by  any),  but  by  receiving  and  fub- 
je<5ting  to  the  law  of  his  Spirit.  And  mind  and  wait,  to  know  and  under- 
ftand whether  this  be  not  the  law  which  David  fpeaks  of^  when  he  faith, 
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Pfal.  xix,  7,  ^c,  Tbd  law  of  the  Lord  is  PfrfeSiy  comtertif^  the  foul.  The 
teftimotrf  of  the  Lord  is  fure^  making^  wife  tbejfynple.  *Thefiattaes  of  the  Lord 
art  rights  rejoicing  the  heart  \  (be  commandment  of  the  Lord  pure^  enligbtemng 
the  eyes  -,  the  fear  of  the  Lord  ckan^  enduring  for  ever ;  the  judgments  of  the 
Lord  truths  altogether  righteous.  Certainly  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in 
(phriit  Jefus  is  all  this,  containing  in  it  the  commandment  which  is  life 
everlafting,  and  the  fure  teftimony,  and  all  the  holy  ftatutes,  judgments, 
and  fear,  which  the  foul  need  to  karn ;  and  is  indeed  perfed,  and  able  to 
convert  and  inftrud  perfeAly  the  converted  foul.  And  here  the  fcripture 
is  fulfilled  under  this  holy  law  of  the  Spirit  and  power  of  life,  fheyfball  not 
teach  every  man  bis  neighbour^  and  every  man  bis  brother^  fayingy  Know  the 
Lord  (they  (hall  nbt  do  To  in  this  covenant,  under  this  miniftration,  which 
is  a  minillrauon  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  the  Spirit)  -,  for  tbeyfbaU  all  know 
mcy  from  the  leaft  of  them  to  the.greateft  of  them^  by  the  teaclungs  of  my  own 
Spirit,  by  my  writing  my  law  in  their  hearts,  by  my  holy  un£Hon,  which 
ihall  teach  my  children,  my  anointed-ones,  all  that  they  need  to  know, 
I  Job  ii.  27.  Jer.  xxxi.  and  Heb.  viii. 

Come,  be  not  deceived  about  the  new  covenant ;  but  wait  to  find  the 
entrance  thereinto,  and  to  feel  the  virtue  thereof,  and  to  know  and  receive 
the  law  and  power  thereof,  as  becometh  Chriftians. 

XII. 

Concerning  Gois  gathering  us  home  tohimfelf^  who  are  a  People  dejpifed 
and  rejeSied  of  Menj  and  in /corn  by  them  c^d  Quakers* 

IT  pleafcd  the  Lord,  who  is  rich  in  mercy  and  goodnefs,  to  pity  our 
wanderings  and  fore  diftrefTes,  ^nd  at  length  to  gather  us  home  to  the 
Kght  and  Spirit  of  his  Son,  which  was  the  gofpel-ftandard  in  the  apoftles 
days. 

Now  that  by  which  God  gathered  us  was  the  power  of  Chrift,  and  the 
preaching  of  the  everlafting  gofpel  by  the  miniftry  which  he  hath  raifcd  up 
in  thefe  latter  days.  For  as  the  Lord  raifed  up  a  miniftry  to  preach  it  at 
firft,  when  he  had  fome  of  the  Jews  and  many  of  the  Gentiles  to  gather  j 
ib  he  hath  raifed  up  a  miniftry  to  preach  it  again  after  the  apoftafy,  that  he 
may  caufe  the,  found  thereof  to  go  through  all  nations.  And  this  miniftry 
hath  been  raifed  to  go  forth  in  the  fame  virtue,  po#er,  and  Spirit  wherein 
the  foregoing  miniftry  was.  fent. 

God  promifed  of  old,  that  he  would  feek  after^  fearch  out,  and  gather 
home,  his  fcatter^d  (heep  himfelf,  and  become  their  Shepherd,  Ezek.  xxxiv. 
Now  this  was  fulfilled  in  a  great  meafure  in  the  days  of  Chrift  and  his 
apoftles,  when  Chrift  came  himfelf^  and  aKb  fent  his  apofttes  after  him,  to 
leek  and  gather  the  loft  (heep  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael ;  and  not  only  (b,  but 
alfo  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  all  nations,  that  he  might  be  God's  falvation  to 
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the  ends  of  the  earth,  gatherino;  and  faving  loft  and  fcattcrcd  fouls  out  of 
tteery  quarter  and  corner  thereof 

But  afterwards  (after  the  Iprcading  of  the  golpel,  and  Chrift*s  gathering 
of  many  thereby)  there  was  a  great  apoftafy,  and  fcattering  from  this  holy 
ftandard  of  life  |nd  falvation,  and  darknefs  overi^read  the  nations  again, 
and  an  antichriftiaq;^  reign  and  kingdom  got  up,  under  a  form  and  forms  of 
godlinefs,  without  the  life  and  powtr;  in  which  forms  people  generally 
have  been  fcattered  from  the  life  and  power,  which  indeed  is  the  gofpel. 

Now,  in  this,  cloudy  and  dark  time,  great  hath  been  the  lofs  and  diftrefs 
of  the  poor  hungry  Ihecp ;  their  (hepherds  and  watchmen  not  being  able 
to  preach  the  golpel  dtftinAly  to  them,  and  dired  their  minds  to  the  Spirit 
and  power  which  faves :  therefore  God,  in  pity  to  this  fad  and  loft  con- 
dition of  his  (beep,  fends  his  angel  to  preach  his  everlafting  gofpel  to  them 
that  dwell  on  the  earth  \  to  every  nation^  kindredy  tongue^  and  people^  Rev. 
xiv.  6. 

Now  as  the  former  publifhing  of  the  gofpel  began  at  the  fcattered  Jews,, 
•who  were  God's  people  under  the  law;  fo  this  begins  at  the  fcattered 
Chriftians,  who  had  fome  true  defires,  and  had  been  feeking  after  the  Lord 
(from  mountain  to  hill,  and  hiH  to  mountain),  but  could  1:^  no  means  find 
him ;  nor  by  any  of  the  watchmen  hear  any  certain  news  of  their  fouls  be- 
loved. But  the  Lord,  in  his  tender  love  and  rich  mercy,  in  the  appointed 
time,  fends  forth  the  Shepherd  of  Ifrael  to  feek  and  find  them  out.  And, 
bleffed  be  the  Lord,  he  fought  them  effcftually,  and  hath  found  out  many,, 
and  perfuaded  them  to  follow  him ;  and  hath  brought  their  weary  fouls  home 
to  their  proper  refting^lace,  where  they  dwell  under  the  care  of  the  Shep- 
herd  and  Bifliop  of  their  fouls. 

But  if  any  (hall  yet  further  enquire,  HoWy  and  by  wbonty  the  gofpel  mas 
preached  unto  us  ?  My  anfwer  is.  By  the  Shepherd  him/elf.  God  himfelf  gave 
forth  the  found,  and  great  hath  been  the  company  of  them  that  publilhed 
it ;  and  our  ears  and  hearts  were  opened  by  the  Lord  to  hear  the  {bund^ 
and  know  the  Shepherd's  voice. 

And  mind  my  words  (which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  now  uttering  forth 
through  me  j  for  they  arc  words  of  truth,  and  certain  underftanding) : 
they  that  dc^not  hear -and  own  the  found  thereof  now  (from  this  miniftry 
which  the  Lord  hath  now  chofen,  and  fent  forth),  would  not  have  heard 
nor  owned  the  found  thereof  in  Chrift's  and  his  apoftles  days,  had  they 
lived  therein  •,  but  hsfe  reproached  and  oppofed  them,  had  they  lived  tfaen^ 
in  thofe  days,  as  they  do  now  in  thefc  days.  For  of  a  truth  it  is  the  voice 
and  ibifnd  of  .one  and  the  fame  Spirit  and  wifdom  -,  and  they  that  do  defpife 
the  one,  would  have  diefpifed  the  other>  had  they  lived  in  the  day  of  the 
appearance  and  manifeftation  thereof. 

'  And  then,  for  the  manner  of  its  preaching,  it  was  juft  fuch  as  19  de- 
icribed,  ver.  7.  of  Rev.  xiv.  For  we  are  commanded  to  fear  Gody  and  give 
glory  to  bimy  tecauji  tie  hour  of  bis  judgment  (the  great  and  terrible  day  of 
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the  Lord)  was  come ;  and  therefore  to  leave  off  all  falfe  ways  and  ^orfliips, 
and  learn  to  worftiip  the  living  God,  the  Creator  of  all,  in  Spirit  and  in 
truth.  And  truly  it  was  a  terrible  day  to  the  man  of  fin  in  us ;  for  the 
judgments  of  God  were  revealed  againft  him,  and  we  in  fear  lay  under  the 
judgment,  that  we  might  learn  rigbteoufnefs,  and  witnefs  the  redemption 
of  Sion  thereby.  ,  * 

Now  being  thus  turned  to  that  light,  and  Spirit,  and  power,  which 
judgeth,  it  wrought  effcdually  in  us  againft  the  darknefs  and  power  of  Sa- 
tan; fearching,  trying,  manifefting,  judging  the  fecrets  of  our  hearts  daily. 
It  tried  all  our  knowledge,  all  our  faith,  all  our  deQres,  all  our  thoughts, 
words,  ways,  and  worihips ;  fo  that  all  things  were  naked  and  open  before 
him  with  whom  he  had  toi  do  *,  and  what  had  gone  before,  as  glorious  and 
taking  in  our  eyes,  was  now  manifefted  to  be  loathfome  and  2£bominable  in 
the  fight  of  God.  For  indeed  the  axe  was  laid  to  the  root  of  the  tree,  and 
every  plant  which  the  heavenly  Father  had  not  planted  was  he  now  plucking 
up9  that  they  might  no  longer  cumber  the  ground ;  but  he  might  have 
room  for  his  own  feeds  and  plants  of  holinels  and  righteoufnefs,  which  he 
was  ready  to  fow  in  his  own  garden.  ' 

And  fo  at  length  we  can^e  to  witnefs  (abiding  the  trial  of  this  dreadful 
day,  wherein  our  God  appeared  to  us  as  a  conTuming  fire)  a  new  heaven 
and  a  new  earth  inwardly ;  and  no  more  fea  of  wickednefs,  no  more  fea 
of  inward  trouble ;  but  righteoufneis,  peace,  and  joy  inwardly  \  and  our 
God  becoming  a  rich  portion  to  us,  watching  over  us  in  moft  tender  care 
-  and  Iqve,  and  delighting  in  us  to  do  us  good,  making  known  to  us  the 
riches  of  the  gofpel,  even  the  feaft  of  fat  things ;  and  giving  us  to  partake 
of  the  well  or  fountain  of  living  waters  in  our  own  hearts,  which  fprings  up 
frefoly  in  us  daily  unto  life  eternal  So  that  we  ysr^re  not  only  invited  to  the 
waters,  but  taught  alfo  to  come  thereto :  and  when  we  came,  we  were  not 
fent  away  empty,  but  had  the  water  of  life  given  us  •,  which  became  fuch  a 
well,  as  out  of  ix  How  ftreams  of  living  water.  Ah !  blefied  be  the  Lord ! 
Did  we  ever  think,  in  our  dry,  dead,  barren,  ellate,  to  have  feen  fuch  a 
day  as  this? 

And  all  this  we  met  with  in  the  way  of  felf-denial,  and  taking  up  the 
crofs ;  in  denying  our  own  wifdom^  our  own  knowledge,  our  own  faith,  our 
own  nghteoufnefs,  and  all  that  we  could  call  our  own  \  and  owning  a 
little  feed  of  light  and  life  eternal,  even  the  feed  of  the  cveriafting  king- 
dom, which  the  Shepherd  of  Ifrael  difcovered  to  us,  and  helped  us  to 
iearch  after,  and  taught  us  how  to  find ;  which  was  indeed  in  a  way  very 
defpileable,  even  to  the  eye  of  our  own  wifdom.    For  thus  it  was : 

We  bad  been  long  looking  out  abroad,  fearching  very  diligently  the  fcrip- 

tures,  and  other  ferious  books,   for  great,  full,  certain,  and  undoubted 

wifdom  and  knowledge ;  but  now  ^ye  were  directed  to  turn  inwards  (even 

thither  where  we  thought  no  good  was  to  be  found)  to  mind  the  appear- 

'  ance  of  God  there,  the  Spirit  of  God  tcftifying  to  us  (according  to  the 

fcriptures 


fetpturcs  of  troth)  that  the  kingdom  was  within ;  and  there  we  were  di- 
redied  to  fearch  for  the  leaft  of  all  feeds,  and  to  mind  the  lowed  appear- 
ance thereof,  which  was  its  turning  againft  (in  and  darknefs ;  and  lo  by 
minding  and  obferving  that  in  us  which  turned  againft  (in  and  darknefs,  we 
came  by  degrees  to  find  wc  had  met  with  the  pure,  living,  eternal  Spirit ; 
and  by  obfervins  the  movings,  (lirrings,  guidings,  diredions,  and  law 
thereof,  we  found,  ^e  xve  wjre  aware^  that  wc  had  met  with  the  law  of  the 
hew  covenant,  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life,  which  had  life  and  virtue  in  it, 
to  enable  us  to  do  the  holy  wilU  and  then  our  hearts  rejoiced,  being  made 
truly  fenfible  that  we  had  found  that  which  we  had  mourned  after,  and 
longed  for  aU  our  days.  And  then  we  began  to  iee  our  way  more  clearly, 
and  to  wait  on  our  God  for  his  teachings,  and  to  follow  the  Lamb,  our 
leader,  with  joy  and  comfort.  For  irideed  this  experience  greatly  fettled 
our  fpirits  \  knowing  afluredly,  that  as  none  but  Chrift  could  do  tlioCe 
works  outwardly  which  he  did  in  the  days  of  his  flelh ;  fo  none  beneath 
his  Spirit  could  do  thefe  wo^ks  inwardly,  enlighten  inwardly,  cali^n  in** 
wardly,  bind  up  mid  heal  iawardly,  open  the  inward  eye,  the  ifinsArd  ear^ 
the  clo&d  hearti  and  loofen  the  dun^  tongue^  fo  a3  the  touch  <»f  hia  f>ower« 
^nd  virtue  qif  hk  Ufe  and  hji^y  prefence  aaiong  us,  hath  done  v^ry  fre- 
quendy  and  iivingty. 

And  now,  is  this  teilimony  nothtng  to  yoii^.  O  ye.  profeflbrs^  that  we  have 
found  him  by  God's  holy  guidance  (or  rather  have  been  found  by  him)  whom 
we  could  never  $nd  in  your  wayb  imd  gath<Sring<  i  But  ftill  that  which  God 
had  quickened  in  us  was  tberc.  unfiitisfied,  weary,  panting,  and  galpiogf 
for  want  o£^  and  after,  the  breath  of  life. 

Oh !  come  and  fee  if  t)&  be  not  he  iadeed !  Wait  to  feel  the  clofihg 
of  that  eye  which  cannot  fee  (which  God  l^th'  ordaned  ihall  never  fee), 
and  for  ius  opertiiig  die  eye  ^hioh  is  as  yet  bkiid  in  you  (to  which  he  giveth 
liie  true  light),  that  ye  perifli  not  from  the  way  of  life,  through  miftaket 
and  deceits  from  the  mifts  of  darknefs,  wUch  sue  yet  over  all  who  have 
w>t  feen  th^  light  of  God's  d^.  To  the  law,  and  to  the  teftimony.  (to  the 
inward  law,  and  inward  teftioiMy,  if  ye  be  ihward  Jews ;  for  the  law  in^ 
wardly  written  is  li^ht,  even  the  light  of  the  living,  and  the  tcftimony  of 
Jefus  is  the  SjHrit  ot  pfophecy) ;  for  he  that  knoweth  not  tbefe^  nor  walk^ 
eth  according  to  thefe,  nor  fpcaketh  according  to  this  Word,  it  is  bccaufe 
there  is  as  yet  no  morning  in  imn.  '»>    . 

Oh!  come  to  tlie  morning iight  of  the  civtddafting  day!  Come  .to  the 
Son's  light,  XQ  the  Son's  '%iimH  Wait  fol*  the  dawning  of  tie  day  of 
righteoulaefs,  love,  and  petce^  and  for  the  aafiogof  the  day^ftar.  Comjb, 
DIE  TO  TOUR  nr^v  wisi^0M  (ttiwas  the  wordliVtc^  fipokeo  to  me,  and' 
entered  my  foul  when  it  was  fpoken ;  never  departing  from  me,  though  h 
was  long  in  learning  it),  and  know  what  it  is  to  fufFer  with  Chrift,  that  ye 
may  alfo  reign  with  him. 

Vol.  II.  Yyy  Ah! 
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Ah !  if  that  candle  were  lighted  in  you,  which  yc  fo  much  reproach  and 
defpife  the  light  of,  ye  mighj:  fee,  that  inftead  of  fuffering  with  Chrift,  that 
•which  is  of  Chrift  in  you  (the  pure  light,  the  pure  life  of  his  Spirit)  fuSers 
by  you,  and  the  worldly  fpirit  lives  (fhail  I  add,  and  reigfts)in  you,  undec 
all  your  profeffions,  knowledge,  faith,  wQrlhips„  duties,, Ordinances,  asyc 
call  them,  who  want  the  knowledge  of  the,everlafting  ordinance,  even  of 
the  Spirit  and  power  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrili^  which  is  the  great  ordinance 
an4  way  of  the  gofpel !  And  he  that  is  fubjeft  to  this  ordinance  (hall  be 
faved ;  but  he  that  mifleth  of  this,  Ihall  perifh  ^  let  him  fearch  the  fcrip«* 
tures,  and  pradtife  according  to  what  he  apprehends  therefrom,  as  exa(fUy  as 
he  can,  without  this  Spirit  and  power- 

XIII. 

A  fev>  Words  concerning  the  Wor/hip  wbicb  our  God  bath  taught  taS 

OUR  wdrfhip  is  a  deep  exercife  of  our  fpjrits  before  the  Lord,  whicb 
doth  not  confift  in  an  exercifing  the  natural  part  or  natural  mind,, 
either  ta^Mr^r  (peak  >07ords,  or  in  pray ing  according  to  what  we^  of  our* 
felves,  can  apprehend  or  comprehend  co&c<(ming  o«ir  needs ;  but  we  wait, 
in  (ilence  of  the  fleflily  part,  to  hear  with  the  new  ear,-  wh^t  God  Ihatl  pleafe 
to  fpeak  inwardly  in  our  own  hearts,  or  outwardly  through  others,  who  fpeak 
with  the  new  tongue,  which  he  unloofeth,  and  teacheth  tK>  fpeak  ;  and  we 
pray  in  the  Spiiit,  and  with  the  new  underftanding,  as  God  |deafeth  to 
quicken,  draw  forth,  and  open  our  hearts^  towards  himfelf; 

Thus  our  minds  being  gathered  into  the  mei^ure,  or  ^ftW  grace,  which 
is  by  Jefus  Chrift;  here  we  appear  before  our  God,  and  here  our  God,  and 
his  Chrift,  is  witnefied  in  the  midft  of  us.  -  - 

This  is  that  gathering  in  the  name,  which  the  promife  is  to,  where  we 
meet  together,  waiting  with  one  confent  on  the  Father  of  life,  bowing  and 
confeifing  to  him  in  the  name  df  his  Son ;  aiid  that  fleflily  part,  that  Befhty 
underftanding,  that  flelhly  wiidom,  that  flefhly  will,  which  will  itbt  bow,  is 
chained  down,  and  kept  under  by  the  power  of  life,  which  God  ftretcheth 
forth  oirer  it,  and  fubdueth  it  by.  So  then,  xhere  is  the  fweet  communion 
enjoyed,  the  fweet  love  flowing,  the  fweet  peace  of  fpirit  reaped,  which  the 
Father  breathes  upon,  and  gives  to  his^  children ;  the  fweet  joy  and  refrelh- 
ment  in  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs,  who  canfeth  righteoufneis  to  drop  down 
from  heaven,  and  truth  to  ^ning  up  out  of  the  earth.  And  fo  our  Father 
is  felt  bleffing  us,  bleffii^  our  land,  blefling  our  habitations,  delighting  in 
us,  and  over  us  to  do  us  good ;  and  our  land  yields  its  increaie  to  the  Lord 
of  life,  who  hath  redeenied  it,  and  planted  the  precious  plants  and  feeds  of 
life  ia.it. 

The 
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The     CONCLUSION. 

NO  W  this  ought  to  be  the  great  care  of  every  renewed  mind,  even  to 
keep  out  that  which  is  unclean.  The  enemy  will  be  affaulting,  tempt- 
ing, calling  into  the  mind  that  ^hich  ii  unclean ;  but  the  pure,  chafte  mind 
will  not  entertain  or  touch  it,  but  withdraw  and  retire  /rom  it  into  the 
place  of  fafety,  into  the  ftrong  tower  of  defence,  from  all  the  affaults  and 
annoyances  of  the  enemy.  Such  the  Lord  receiveth,  fuch  the  Lord  delight* 
eth  in  as  his  dear  children,  and  in  every  refpeft  carrieth  himfelf  as  a  Father 
to ;  and  this  is  a  precious  ftate  truly  to  enjoy. 

Now,  blefled  be  the  Lord,  who  tiath  revealed  and  beftowed  on  his  fons 
and  daughters,  in  thefe  latter  days,  that  light  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  which 
iearcheth  the  moft  inward  parts,  difcovcring  every  thing  that  is  of  a  con- 
trary nature  to  itfelf,  turning  and  feparating  tne  mind  therefrom,  and  bring- 
ing the  mind,  heart,  foul,  and  fpirit  under  that,  <which  is  a  crols  and  yoke 
to  it,  and  hath  power  from  God  to  crucify  and  fubdue  it ;  that  (b  life  and 
immortality  may  be  brought  to  light,  and  reign  in  the  heart;  and  death 
and  uncleannefs  befwallowed  up  in  vi6tory.  For  this  is  the  intent  of  the 
gofpel,  and  of  Chfift's  appearance,  evert  to  deftroy  fin,  and  bring  up  the 
holy  feed,  and  eftablifb  the  law  of  the  new  covenant,  the  law  of  love,  the 
law  of  lifb,  righteoufnefs,  and  holinefs,  in  ^hich  the  renewed  (bould  walk 
before  the  Lcmi  all  their  days. 

And  God  forbid,  but  that  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefts  Chrift  (which  is 
the  power  of  God  unto  falvation),  (houid  attain  icsr end,  and  the  wiH  of  God 
be  fulfilled  >  which  is  the  fanAification  >  of  his  people  in  foul,  body,  an4 
fpirit ;  that  they  may  be  wholly  leavened  with  the  feaven  of  bis  kingdom, 
and  become  a  new  lump  to  him. 

The  Lord  bring  this  to  pafs  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men,  bring- 
ing down  all  religions  which  have  not-  the  true  virtue  in  ihem ;  and  propa^ 
gate  and  eftablifh  the  religion  mor^  and  more,  which  ftands  in  the  ev^ence, 
demonftration,  virtue,  and  power  of  his  own  Spirit ;  that  men  may  be  re- 
deemed out  of,  and  preferved  from,  deceit,  in  matters  of  religiofi,  wherein 
the  eternal  condition  of  their  fouls  is  fo  deeply  conqerned !    An$in. 


Yyy  4 


A  QVES-' 


C  512  ] 


QUESTION  ANSWERED 


CONCERNING 


Reading  the  SCRIPTURES  ar^ht 
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Q^UESTION. 

t 

How  may  a  Man  knowv.  whether  he  readeth  the  Scrip- 
tures to  his  Advantage  and  Benefit  ^  Or  whether  he 
leadeth  them  to  iiis  Difadvantage  or  Hurt  ? 

THAT  the  holy  fcripturcs,  written  by  men  iiif{»red  bjf  Goi'^ 
Spirit,  were  of  great  ufe  and  benefit  to  tbofe  to  whom  tbef  ^^^ 
written  (they  rig^tfy  underftanding  then),  and  beoonuftg  f^^j^^ 
to  the  voice  of  God's  Spirit  in  thofe  that  wrote  or  fpoke  them)  is  an  un- 
deniable truth. 

And  that  they  were  not  only  written  for  thenu  but  for  others  aUo,  m 
future  agps»  who  aUb  may  reap  benefit  in  the  reading  of  them^  this  is  ^ 
maniftft. 

Yet  that  men  may  fo  read  them,  as  not  to  underftand  them  aright,  but 
mifapply  them  to  their  own  hurt ;  that  is  true  ahb,  and  hath  been  often, 
and  IS  ftiU  evidenced  by  lamentable  experience. 

The  Jews,  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  heard  and  read  the  law  and  pro- 
phets to  their  hurt ;  fome.  in  a  fpirit  of  dired  oppofirion  to  the  truths  aod 
will  of  God,  held  out  by  the  prophets ;  others  in  a  ipirit  of  mifundcr- 
ftanding. 

Thus  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  in  Chrift's  time,  fo  read  the  voi*ot 
Mofes  and  the  prophets  (who  teftificd  concerning  the  Son,  and  his  coming , 
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«s  that  thereby  they  became  ftrong,  wile,  and  confident,  in  et>pofing  him 
when  he  came.  They  thought  they  could  prove  by  feriptures,  that  ihi$ 
wa$  not,  could  not  be  He :  he  was  ta  be  a  glorious  King,  and  to  reflore 
IfraeL  This  was  a  n^an  man, .  a  carpenter's  fon  \  and  fo  taught,  and  fo  be- 
haved himfelf,  that  if  men  believed  in  him^  the  Romans  woula  thereby  be  prc^ 
^oked  to  dejiroy  their  place  and  nation.  He  was  an  eater,  a  drinker,  a  friend 
of  publicans  and  finners,  a  frequent  breaker  of  the  fabbath,  a  Galilean, 
£s?r.  And  fiall  Cbrift  tome  out  of  Galilee  ?  Search  and  look  •,  for  out  of  Galilee 
arifetk  no  prophet  J  John  vii.  52,  \Asii  they  had  faid,  can  this  be  the  Mef- 
fiah,  of  whom  the  fcr^tures  have  fo  abundantly  prophefied,  who  cometh 
out  of  Galilee,  out  of  which  the  feriptures  have  not  prophefied  of  fo  much 
as  any  prophet  to  arife  ?  Thus  they  read  the  feriptures  to  their  hurt* 

And  fb  afterwards,  in  the-  apoftles  days,  men  wrefl:<id  the  words  of  the 
apofi:les,  as  they  did  alfo  the  other  feriptures,  to  their  own  defi:ru6tion. 

And  fince,  in  the  apofiafy  from  the  apoftles  ipirit,  life,  and  dodfcrine,  and 
the  coming  iqp  of  mmy  iieds,. heads,  and  horns*,  which  of  them  have  not 
fo  read  the  feriptures,  as  to  confirm  themfelves  even  in  thofe  very  doftrinea 
and  practices,  which  are  dire(5Uy  contrary  to  the  do^dtrines,  practices,,  and 
Ipirit  of  the  apoftles  ?       .     ' 

Yea,  fince  God's  breaking  the  darknefs  pf  the  nig^t,  and  caufi^g  th& 
light  of  his  day  again  to  arife,  how  do  men  read  and  uuderftand  feriptures  ? 
£ven  fo  as  to  oppofe  this  light,  life,  fpirit,.  and  power,  now  icis  again  made 
xnanifefi: ;  thinking  and  judging  its  appearance  now  (according  to  their  unr 
derAanding  of,  and  apprebenfions  on  the  icriptures)  to  be  as  contrary  to  its 
appearance  in  the  apoftles  days,  as  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  judged  Chrift's 
appearance  in  their  days,  to  be  difierent  from,  and  contrary  (o,,  what  the 
prophets  had  prophefied  concerning  the  Meffiah* 

Therefore  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great  weight,  for  a  man  to  know^  whea 
he  reads  tlie  feriptures  aright,  that  his  table  (whereon  he  feeds,  and  by 
which  food  he  hopes  to  live  to  God,  and  be  accepted  v^kh  him)  become* 
not  his  fnare,  and  fet  him  further  ofi^  from  God.  For  it  is  as  true  ia  this 
day,  as  it  was  in  Chrift's  day ;  that  publicans  and  liarbts  are  nearer  the 
kingdom,  than  thofe  who  are  in  .the  fpirit,  wifilom,  and  righteoufnelsof  the 
Scribes  and  Pharilees  ;  who  have  a  knowledge,  a  belief,  an  hc^e,  a .  zea),  &f  r. 
from  a  mifunderftanding  of  the  feriptures ;  for  thb  is  wrong  in  a  myftery.of 
deceit^  which  is  worfe  in  its  nature,  and  more  dangerous  to  the  perfon  ia 
whom  it  is,  and  to  the  fouls  of  others,  than  the  deceit  whifib  is  opeoly 
manifeft. 

^Well  then ;  Is  it  not  worth  the  diligenjc  enquiry,  and  uniting  ^pon  God 
to  knowi  What  is  the  right,  rea^ng  of  tie.  i  feriptures '^  and  tukither  4  mw  f9 
iread  ibem^  n^  is  to,  Abe  bmfit  and  profit  of  his  foulj  .or  idiis  hfs  and  d^tti^ 
nsent?  To  come  then  to  the  lAnfwcr^  which  is  as  foUowethv 

Afif^^  He.thas  ccads..the  fctiptuces  in  a  .irtiierimaikQ^  of.Bife^itrceived 
from  God,  he  reads  them  aright  ^  and  whenever  he  foceadeth,^it.i9/*tQ.hts 

benefits. 
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benefit.  He  that  readeth  out  of  that,  rcadcth  to  his  horti  that  being  then 
up  in  him,  which*  mifunderftands,  mifepplics,  and  grows  conceited,  wife, 
and  confident,  according  to  the  fieft  ;  and  fo  he  is  thereby  liable  to,  and  in 
great  danger  of,  fetdng  up  his  interpretations,  inftead  of  the  meaning  of 
God's  Spirit;  and  of  condemning  that  which  doth  not  aflent  and  agree 
therewith,  though  it  be  6ver  fo  neceffary  and  precious  a  truth  of  God,  aritf 
ever  io  fully  demonftrated  by  his  Spirit,  %o  thofc  who  are  in' the  true  faith 
and  underftanding.  • 

The  true  birth  is  meek,  tender,  gentle,  fearing  before,  the  Lord,  waiting 
upon  him,  often  crying. to  him^  that  it  may  not  be  deceived,  that  a  wrong 
thing  get  not  up  in  it  *,  th^  it  receive  not  any  thing  for  truth,  but  what  he 
knoweth  to  be  truth ;-  and  when  the  Lord  plealcth  to  give  the  true  know- 
ledge, that  it  hold  that  knowledge  of  his  truth  in  righteoufiie(s,  in  his 
life,  in  his  will,  in  hiswi^dom^  &^.  But  the  wrong  bii%  isnotfo,  nor  is 
its  courle  thus  -,  but  that  is  fubtii  in  iearchbg  and  fc>lrming  of  things,  and 
holding  tliem  in  the  fubtilty,  and  drawing  the  wrong  part  in  others  to  own 
apd  acknowledge  that,  which  it  reprefents  wd  holds  forth  ^  truth. 

There  isa  wildom.in  man,-  which  is  agaiqil  God ;  which  wifdom  oppofeth 
the  wifdom  of  God  two  ways ;  either  in  a  diredt,  oppofite  way,  or  in  a  fe<- 
cret,  fubtii,  undermining  way«    Now  no  man  can  come  to  God,  or  truly 
underftand  or  receive  the  things  of  God,  but  as  this  wifdom  comes  to  be 
confounded  and  deftroyed  in  him,  by  the  light  and  power  of  God.    Alllts 
firong-holds,  all  its  fubtii  imaginations,  all  its  reafonings  and  confultiiigs 
muft  be  dafhed,  and  brought  to  nought,  before  the  truth  of  God  can  h^ve 
full  place  and  power  in  the  heart.    Now  in  the  true  difcovery  of  this  wif- 
dom to  man,  and  in  his  denial  of  it,  watching  againfl  it,  and  turning  to  the 
other  -,  he  may  wait  upon  God  aright,  receive  the  knowledge  of  the  hea- 
venly myiteries  aright,  read  the  fcriptures  aright,  come  to  the  true  fenfe,  un- 
derftanding, and  experience  of  them ;  but  at  any  time,  fo  far  as  he  is  out  of 
this,  he  is  liable  to  the  fnare,  to  the  mifunderftanding  of  icriptures,  and  to 
the  fleflily  confidence  that  arifeth  thereupon.     So  that,  having  taken  up  a 
mifunderilanding  of  a  fcripture,  or  fome  fcriptures ;  he  vwiU  even  boldly 
venture  to  fpeak  evil  of  the  heavenly  and  fpiritualt  dignities,  which  arc  of 
God,  and  the  holy  truths  which  are  held  fprth  by  his  holy  minifters ;  againft 
the  prophets  in  their  day,  againft  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  in  their  <iay,  againft 
the  witheifes  in  the  times  of  the  apoftafy,  and  againft  the  angel  (learn  who 
that  is)  that  i&  to  preach  the  everlafting  gofpd  again,^  after  the  apoftafy. 
Ah !  how  doth  this  wifdom  defiroy  and  entangle ;  and  how  hath  it  deftroyed 
and  entangled  many  at  this  day,  who  think  they  are  greatly  for  God  in 
thofe  thmgs  and  pradices^  wherein  they  are  diredly  againft  him;  and  diat 
they  only  oppc^e  error,  and  a  wrong  fpirit,  when  they  are  oppdhig  his 
truth  and  his  holy  Spirit  I  And  it  is  impoffible  it  ftioold  be  otherwife,  while 
they  judge  and  aft  ismx  ^ttt  which  is  wrong,  and  in  that  which  is  wrong. 
Now<mark;  ...... 
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The  Spirit,  the  truth,  the  life,  the  fubftance,  is  God's  for  ever ;  the  un^ 
dean  fpirit  cannot  enter :  into  it,  the  unclean  womb  cannot  conceive  of  it, 
nor  bring  it  forth  i  but  the  letter,  the  fhell,  the  outward  figure,  the  out- 
ward relations  and  defcriptions  <tf  things;  the  other  fpirit,  wi^om,  and 
nacure.  in  man  may  read,  guefs  at,  transform,  receive,  believe,  and  bisild 
Up  with  according  to  the  flelh. ;:  And  here  is  the  foundation  and  £tie  of  anti- 
chrift  and  Babylon,  anieng  them  who  raife  up  a  building,  a  knowledge,  a 
£iith,  an  hope,  a  church,  a  worfhip,  dudes,  ordinances,  juftification,  fane- 
tification,  &r.  in  inwation  of  Sibn.  But  they  are  not  the  thing  itfelf, 
but  falfe  reprefentations  of  the  thinj^i  either  fucb  ais  were  invented  by  man^ 
orfuchas  were  once  a^^in  ted, 'ttfidhmde  ufe  of  by  the  Spirit  of  theljoixl* 
For  there  is  little  difference  between  inventing  a  new  thing,  and  making 
ule  of  an  old  thing,  which  once  was  of  God,  biit  is  now  underftbod,  ob- 
fervcd^  and  pra&iled  out  of  thfS  fenfe,  light,  and  guidance  of  his.  Spirit, 
in  another  fpirit,  and  according  to  another  wifijom.  Now  this  is  not  the 
right  way  of  reformation;  tb'wit,  to.  return  to  outward  (literal)  things, 
which  were  pra^tifed  by  the  Jews  m*  their  day,  or  by*  the  fwmcr  Ghriftians 
in  their  day;  but: to  return  tathr^irit  that  they  were  in,  and  to  feel  (in 
the  true  life  and  leadings  thereof)  what  it  teachnh  and  requireth  to  b^  ob- 
ferved  and  praAiied  now.  .For  there  are  things,  indrafe  value  is  not  in  them- 
felves,  but  in  God's  requiring  of:  J^em ;  which  t\±  wrong  fpirit  quay  get  in^* 
to,  and  the  Lord  mxy'draw  his  people  out  of  them  (is  he  did  oiac  of  the 
outward  court,  inix>  theini^rd  buildmg  or  temple^by  his  light  'iind;8pirit 
withm,  when  he  gopt' the  outward  court  to  the  Gentiles,  Rev.  xi;  1.-^8.) 
And  he  that  is  found  in  thofe  things,  after  God.  hath  given  t}hkm  to. the 
Gentiles,  and  drawn  his  people  out  of  them ;  is  niottherbin  owned  or  accepts 
ed  of  God^  though  God  may  bear  with  him  in  the  time  of  his  igporance  v 
yet  if  he  abide  in  them,  after  the  riling  of  light,  and  its .  teftinriohy,  the 
Lord  will  not  fo  bear  with  him  ^  but  will  condemn  him,  and  deal  wi^  blm 
as  a  tranfgreflbr  of  that  covenant,  wherein  life  and  peace  with  hinn  Js  wit- 
neifed. 

Therefore,  in  all  things  that  concern  God,  whether  in  reading!  the  fcrip- 
tores,  praying,  or  obferving  any  thii^  ye  C2UI  duties  and  ordinances ;  On  ^ 
thut  ye  would  approve  yourielves  Chriftians  indeed,  waiting  to  know  yoiir 
guide  and  leader,  and  the  true  limits  which  are  fet  by  God  \  that  ye  may 
ferve  him  in  the  true  faith.  Spirit,  and  underftanding,  even  in  that  which 
God  knoweth  to  be  lb,  and  not  in  that  which  ye  may  faUly  account  fo !  For 
mark ;  if  ye  be  Chriftians,  are  ye  not  in  Chrift,  and  is  not  Chrift  in  you  > 
And  are  ye  not  to  feet  his  lifo,  (Sttd  the  guidance  of  his  Spirit,  fo  as  ye  may 
live  in  the  Spirit,  and  walk  in  the  Spirit,  read  in  the  Spirit,  pray  always  iiv 
the  Spirit,  believe  tn  the  Spirit,  wotrftup  in  the  Spirit,  and  in  the  holy  un-^ 
derftanding  of  his  truth,  which  is  of  him  ? 

He  that  would  be  right  in  religion,  muft  Have  a  right  begpning*  How 
is  that?  He  mi^  begin  in  the. Spirit:  his  knowledge,  Jiis  failb,,  hi»hope. 
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his  peace,-  his  joy^,  his  righteoufnefi,  his  holinefs,  his  wcitflup,  &c.  muft 
begm  there.  He  mufi:  come  out  of  tes  own  fpirit,  his  own  wifdoni»  the 
counfels  and, thoughts  of  Ms  own  heart;  and  wsut  on  him,  who  beginnetk 
the  wock  of  regeneration  and  life  in  the  heart 

•  And  he  muft  afterwards  diligently  .wat^hagainfl:  that  fpirit  and  wifiiom, 
from  which  the  Lord  hath  led  hint,  diat.  it  at  no  time  agsun  enter  him; 
for  it  will  be  ftriving  to  lead  him  out  ^f  the  way,  with  likenefies,  and  falie 
images  of  things,  with  knowledge  falfly  fo  callod,  with  a  faith  which  is  not 
truly  of  God,  nor  of  the  fame  nature.with  thai:  which  he  firft  felt ;  with 
faife  hc^es,  ialfe  iears;  ialfe  joys,  a  %Me  righteoufiieis  and  h<dine(s,  whigh 
ax«  not  Chrififs,  nor  accordtng  to  the  fcriptures ;  but  onlf  fuch  as  he  ^pre- 
bends to  be  fo.  For  a  man,  who  oiv:e  taBsed  the  truth,  and  in  fome  mea- 
lure  judged  aright,  may  afterw^r  err  hi  his  palate  and  judgment^  and 
then  talK  the  wrong  for  the  true,  not  keeping  to  that,  nor  being  now  in 
that,  which  formerly  gare  him  the  true  reltfh. 

Now,  he  that  would  meet  wkh  the  true  reHgion,  the  religion  of  the  go(^ 
pel,  muft  meet  with  the  power,  receive  the  power,  believe,  dwell,  and  aft 
in  the  po«Q^r.  For  Chrift  was  made  a  king,  |Hieft,  and  pcophet^  not  after 
the  law  of  a  carnal  commandmoit,  but  after  the  p0wer  ctf  an  endlcis  life : 
and  his  covenant  is  'ncit  like  the .  dd^  ill  word  or  letter ;  but  in  the  firaie 
|x>wer  and  life  wherein  the  pricfts  were,  teade  miniften. 

So  the  knowledge  here^ .  the  faidi  here,  the  hope  here,  ^e.  are  not  lilt- 
rai,  but  living.  He  that  receiveth  this  knowledge,  lecctveth  living  know- 
ledge. This  faith  gives  vi£boiy  over  unbelief,  and  ow^.  diat  ipirit  whofe 
ftrength  lies  in  tmbefief.:  This  hope  pufifies  the  heart  -cteh  as  he  is  pure. 
And  he  that  receivedi  the  righteoufnefe  of  this  covenant^  recdveth  a  fiving 
^artnent,  wliich  hath  power  in  it  over  tieath  and  unr^hteouGieis.  Tlie 
begiiming  of  this  religion,  of  this  power  and  holy  inrwatd  covenant,  is 
iweet ;  but  the  pure  progrefs  and  going  on  of  it  much  more  plea&nt,  at 
the  Lord. gives  to  fed  the  growth  and  fweet  Hving  freftioeis  of  it^  hoc- 
"withftanding  the  temptations,  fears,  troubles,  trials,  oppofitions,  and  great 
^dangers,  both  wrthih  arid  without,  which  the  life  (which  wts  at  firft  turned 
4So)beiiig  ftill  kept  ^  by  the  pdwer  whicli  is  from  \x^  and  through  the 
fai A  which  is  in  it,  in  its  own  feafons  and  way  of  its  own  wifdom  overcomes, 
giving  the  foul  that  is  tliHgent  and  faithful  to  witnefs,  that  «//  its  wojfs  are 
fleafantnefi^  and  its  paths  peace ;  yea,  the  very  y^ke  is  a^  a?id  the  bntden 
Ugbty  when  the  mind,  and  will  is  changed  by  the  power,  and  helped  and 
.  aillfted  by  the  Lord  in  its  fubjeftion  to  the  power. 

So  the  Lord  God  of  tender  mercies  (who  pitieth  t^e  roiiferable  and  err- 
ing am  of  the  way,  efpecially  thofe  in  Mfhdm  he  hath  begot  defires  after 
himfelf )  remove  the  ftumbling-biocks,  and  lead  die  wandiring  Jews  (who 
are  entangled  in  their  own  thoughts  and  reaibnings  about  the  letrer)  into 
that  which  is  of  himlelf  in  them,  which  is  Spirit  and  life,  and  was  before 
thektier^  and  exoells  che  letter  (wid^  its  dHpenlatiofa)  in  gbry ;  and  is  to 
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rfimaia  (after  the  letoer)  the  reft,  joy,  life,  peace,  and  portion  of  the  foul 
for  ever  and  ever.  3o  honour  the  letter,  in  believing  its  teftimony  concern- 
ing Chrift,  who  is  the  Shepherd  (to  whom  the  Iheep  are  to  be  gathered)  the 
way,  the  truth,  the  life  ittelf,  to  whom  the  foul  is  to  come,  and  on  whom 
the  foul  is  to  wait^  for  life  %  and  having  received  life  from  him,  to  dwelt, 
abide,  and  grow  up  into  him,  who  is  the  life  ^  and  not  go  backward  into 
any  thing  that  is  literal,  or  without  life,  nor  to  glory  in  the  knowledge,  or  * 

literal  defcriptions  of  things  •,  but  forward,  into  the  fpiritual,  heavenly  diC-  j^*-/*-' 
pcnfation  of  life  and  power.  THe  law  was  letter,  the  gofpel  is  life  and 
power :  the  law  was  a  (hadow  of  good  things  to  come ;  but  the  gofpel  is 
the  fubftance,  the  life,  the  virtue,  the  Spirit  of  what*  the  law  fhadowed 
our.  From  hence  the  Chriftian  is  to  fpring ;  the  Jerufalem  from  above  is 
to  be  its  mother,  the  Holy  Spirit  its  begetter.  And  becaufe  here  the  ftate 
of  true  fonihip  is  witnelied,  therefore  God  pours  out  the  Spii^t  of  his  Son 
upon  tbefe  \  and  then  the  Spirit  be^ng  received,  which  is  above  the  letter, 
a  life  is  to  be  felt  and  lived  in  beyond  words  -,  even  that  which  the  good^ 
words  lead  to,  and  end  in. 

And  here  the  truth,  fweetnefs,  and  fulnefs  of  words  is  known,  felt,  and 
winefled,  even  in  thac  which  comprehends  them,  and  gives  them  their  due 
weight  and  meafure.  Nor  can  any  poflibly  underftand  the  words  of  the 
Spirit,  but  he  that  is  in  the  Spirit ;  and  then  he  knows  the  place  of  the 
words,  which  cannc  from  the  Spirit,  and  of  the  Spirit  from  whom  the 
words  came.  And  this  is  precious ;  but  not  to  be  witnefied  by  the  wife 
difputer,  but  by  the  ferious  traveller,  who  firft  is  broken  anddaihed  to  pieces 
in  bis  own  wifdom,  and  then  afterwards  healed,  led,  and  guided  by  the  eter- 
.nal  Spirit  of  wildom,  which  is  the  fure  and  unerring  guide. 

The  Spirit  of  God  knoweth  the  things  of  God,  and  the  ftates  of  per- 
fons,  and  what  is  proper  or  improper  for  them :  he  knew  what  was  proper 
for  the  Jews  under  the  law  and  prophets,  what  was  proper  for  them  in 
Egypt,  what  in  the  Wildernefs,  what  in  Canaan,  and  what  in  their  ieveral 
di^eriions  and  captivities  •,  for  the  difciples,  in  the  days  of  Chrift's  appear- 
ance in  flefh,  for  the  churches  in  the  days  of  the  ^oftles,  for  the  witnefles 
and  mourners  in  the  times  of  the  apoftafy,  and  for  thofe  who  by  his  power 
are  raifed  up^  and  delivered  out  of  the  apoftafy. 

And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  doth  not  only  know  the  ftate  thus  in  gene- 
ral, but  likewifc  every  foul's  panicular  ftate,  and  how  to  apply  things  to  its 
ftate.  There  are  fome  newly  quickened,  newly  come  out  of  the  darknefs. 
There  are  feveral  ftates  and  degrees  of  growth  •,  there  is  a  tempted  ftate,  a 
wandering  ftate,  a  back-Oiding  ftate,  a  ftiakcn  ftate,  an  eftabliflied  ftate, 
'fcff.  Now  there  is  fomewhat  proper  to  every  one  according  to  his  ftate^* 
which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  knows ;  and  thofe  who  are  called  out  by  him, 
tQ  minifter  in  his  name  and  power,  know  alfo,  as  his  Spirit  pleafetb  to 
teach  them,  and  make  mfanifeft  to  them.  A 11  truths  are  not  proper  to  every 
ftate,  nor  aJl  remedies  to  every  difeafe.  Chrift  had  many  things  t&  teach 
Vol.  II.  Z  z  z  and 
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and  %:  ta  his  difciples^  which  chey.  were  not  abk  to  be»r  %  and  t  tnm  m 
reading  (he  faiptures,  thoij^b  he  ihoqld  underftand  the  truth  of  what  he 
reads;  yet  he  is  apt  to  mii^ply  things^  as  ta  himfelf  or  others,  unlefe  the 
l^d  guide  ahd  help  him.  He  is  apt;  to  apply  that  to  him,  which  belongs 
ngt  to  him  \  and  tbruft:  that  from  him,  which  belongs  td  him. 

Thus  may  a  maneafily  err  and  wander,  from  error  tx)  error,  and  toil  and 
wear  out  himfelf  in  his  feveral  apprehenfions,  ways,  and  pr^ices  (think* 
ing  he  doth  as  he  ought,  and  as  God  requires  of  him,  according  to  the 
icripcures)  and  yet  his  mind  be  from  that,  and  his  underilanding  out  of 
that,  which  opens  the  fcriptures  aright,  and  gives  the  right  ufe  of  them. 

Therefore  wait  on  the  I^ord  to  fed  quickenings  from  him,  through  a 
meafure  of  his  life  revealed,  and  the  mind  gathered  into,  and  puiged 
thereby ;  and  then  wait  for  the  Spirit's  appearing  to  thee  in  this  meafure ; 
'  fortha:  quickening,  purifying,  guiding  thee,  and  manifefting  his  truth 
therein  to  thee,  accordii^  as  he  fees  thy  need^  cftate,  and  condition  to  re* 
quire. 

'  And  thus  thou  wilt  be  like  a  child,' living  not  upon  a  wiidom  of  thy 
own,  but  upon  thy  Father's  wifdom,  and  not  gathering  a  knowledge  ac- 
cording to  thy  own  will,  and  into  thy  own  compreheniion ;  but  receiving 
it  as  a  gift  daily  from  the  hands  of  the  Father,  and  ic>  thou  (hah  always 
have  it  frefli  and  living,  and  iafe  for  thy  ufe  ^  whereas  that,  whiHl  thou 
keepeft  in  thy  compreheniion,  and  canft  run  to  when  thou  fiftdft,  and  make 
ufe  of  when  thou  lifted,  putrifiea,  and  yields  biic  corrupt  nourifhment ;  feed- 
ing not  the  living,  but  the  dead  in  thee  \  and  fo  thy  very  knowledge  cor- 
rupts thy  mind,,  and  brings  it  into  death ;  and  thou  haft  only  fuch  a 
knowledge  as  may  be  held  in  the.  dead  part,  and  fo  hveft  and  walkcft  as 
man  may  live  and  walk,  without  tlic  pure  life  and  prefence  of  God. 

So  this  is  the  anfwer  which  was  in  my  heart  (and  indeed  fprang  up  in 
me,  as  the  queftion  was  laid  before  me  in  if^irit).  In  the  true  meafure  of 
£&„  which  is  from  God,  and  one  with  him,  the  fcriptures  are  rightly  read 
and  underftood,  in  the  mW  of  God,  by  him  that  doth  it  in  the  holy  undei^ 
ftanding  which  comes  from  him :  not  in  a  man's  own  wiM  or  undcrftand- 
ing  •,  for  he  cannot  underftand  what  fcriptures  he  will,  or  when  he  will,  or 
as  he  will ;  but  he  muft  wait  on  him  who  bath  the  key,  who  underftandeth 
what  is  fit  and  proper  for  him,  to  know,  or  not  to  know ;  and  (b  openeth 
or  Ihutteth  in  his;  eternal  pleafure,  and  according  to  his  eternal  wilHom  \ 
and  what  he  openeth  to  thee,  that  is  proper  for  thee  eo  know ;  and  what  he 
Ihutteth  from  thee,  that  is  proper  for  thee  (as  yet)  not  to  know ;  but  to 
wait  the  times  and  ieafons  of  things,  which  are  in  the  Father's  hand.  Aod 
fo,  what  the  Lord  reveals  not  to  thee,  that  is  yec  a  fecret  with  him,  as  to 
thee  -,  but  what  he  reveals  to  thee,  that  is  thine  in  his  fear  and  counfel  to 
feed  on,  and  make  ufe  of. 

So  here,  in  the  gathering  of  life^  in  the  holy  building,  there  is  a  holy 
urdSerA  and  wiidprn  frqn^  the  Moft  High,  wherein  every  one  waits  on  the 
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Mafter,  on  the  Lord,  on  the  Shepherd,  on  the  Father  of  fpirits^  and  receives 
from  his  hand,  what  is  proper  to  his  ftate.  And  fo  all  hold  the  head*  and 
live  by  the  life,  virtue,  and  teaching  that  comes  from  the  head.  And  there 
is  one  God  who  is  dver  all,  and  one  Chrift  in  whom  all  are,  and  one  Spirit 
of  life  in  which  all  are  baptized  and  joined  together.  And  every  one  as  he 
fprings  from  this  life,  and  feels  t^e  union,  virtue,  and  fellowmip  thereof, 
f[}  abiding  here,  he  is  in  his  place  and  fervice,  beloved  of  the  Lord  and  Fa- 
ther of  aU,  and  felt  by  the  life  m  all,  in  the  unity  of  the  body ;  and  fb 
cheriihed  and  helped  forward  in  the  love  and  Spirit,  wherein  the  body  is 
Icnit  to  the  head  \  yea,  whatever  his  ftate  be  (whether  a  ftate  of  mourning, 
'or  temptation,  or  deep  diftrefs  -,  or  a  ftate  of  joy,  rejoicing,  and  peace) 
yet  abiding  and  waiting  on  the  Lord,  he  is  felt,  received,  owned,  and 
dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord 

t  1^. 
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A.  few  Words  to  fuch  as  Cbmplain  for  Want  of  Power. 

BE  furc  ye  receive  Chrift  -,  for  he  is  •the  fame  that  ever  he  was.  To  as 
many  as  received  hm^  to  tbemgave  he  power  (not  only  to  (land  againft 
iin,  but)  to  become  the  fons  of  God\  he  did  fo  formerly,  and  he  doth  (o  ftUL 
And  they  that  are'true  Jews,-  born  after  the  Spipt^  truly  circumcifed,  and 
are  indeed  come  to  Mount  Sion,  and  the  heavenly  Jerufalcm  inwardly; 
feed  on  God*s  holy  mountain,  and  dwell  in  his  holy  city, •in  the  build- 
ing that  IS  from  abo>^e,  for  the  birth  which  is  from  above.  There  is  no  com- 
plaining in  the  ftrects  of  this  city,  but  what  God  requircth  is  performed ; 
and  what  God  promifeth  to  his,  is  enjoyed  there  ;  according  to  the  feveral 
ftates  and  conditions  of  each,  and  according  to  theal^ility  which  is  given  in 
the  new  covenant,  where  God  fulfilleth  the  good  pleafurc  of  his  goodnefs, 
and  the  work  of  faith  with  power,  in  the  hearts  of  his  daily.  Everlafting 
praifes  and  honour  to  his  name. 

Oh !  the  precious  name  of  Jefus,  in  which  the  fpirits  of  the  redeemed 
meet,  in  which  name  is  power ;  and  he  who  is  the  arm  and  power  of  God, 
is  jn  the  midft  of  them. 

They  who  receive  him  who  is  the  power,  who  is  a  fpiritual  vine  and 
olive-tree  to  all  his,  who  yields  daily  of  the  living  fap  and  virtue  to  them 
(wherein  there  is  power) ;  bow  can  they  want  power  ?  Or  how  can  they  but 
praife  the  Lord,  who  daily  minifters  unto  them  of  the  power  qf  the  end- 
leis  life  ?  When  the  holy  life  and  power  iprings,  and  is  felt,  praifes  to  the 
Lord  cannot  but  fpring  with  it. 

So  that  it  concerns  ill  people  ferioully  to  c^onfider,  whether  the  reafbn 
why  they  have  not  power,  be  not  becaufe  they  do  not  receive  Chrifl-,  who 
hatn  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth  given  to  him.  For  many  talk  of  Chrift, 
but  few  come  to  him  in  the  Father  s  drawings ;  fo  will  not  receive  him  -,  like 
the  Jews  who  waited  for  his  appearance,  and  yet  rejedted  him  when  he 
came, 

ISAAC  PENINGTON. 


SOMEWHAT 


SOMEWHAT  RELATING  TO 

CHURCH  -  GOVERNMENT, 

WHEREIN   THE 

Neceffity,  Ufefulnels,  and  Blefled  EfFe<9:s  of 

the  True  "Church-Government,    are  here   and 
there  hinted  at ;  and  this  clearly  manifefted, 

That  the  Authority  and  Power  of  Christ's  Spirit,  in  his  Churcbf 
is  no  ufurped  or  Antichriftian  Authority^  nor  contrary  tq  . . 
the  True  Light  and  Liberty  of  any  particular  Mem-* 
ber^  but  a  Cheriiher  and  Preferver  of  it. 

A  S    AL  S  O 

R      E      MA      R      K      S 

Upon  fome  Paflages  in  a  late  Book^  Intituled,  ^/  Anti- 
chrift's  Transformations  within,  difcovered  by  the 
Light  within." 

WHEREIN     THE 

Antichriftijn  Transformer  is  made  manifeft,  and  the  Light 
within  cleared  from  his  falfe  Imputations  and  Pretences  to  it. 

Written  in  Obedience  to  him  that  is  True ;  who  hath  given  a  certain  Tefti- 
mony  againft  him  that  is  Falfe,  to  very  many  in  this  his  Day ;  and, 
among  others,  to  me  alfo ;  whom  he  hath  pleafed  to  gather  and  own 
among  his  Children  and  Servants  in  Truth, 

ISAAC    PENINGTON. 

t 

a 

For  God  is  not  the  Author  of  confujwny  hta  of  feace^  as  in  aU  ehnrchts  of  the  fainh.     l  CoR.  » 
xiv.  33. 

For  ivhat  ha'ue  I  to  do^  to  judge  them  alfo  that  are  tvithbut  ?  Do  not  ye  Judge  them  that,  are  ivith^ 

in?  I  Cob.,  v.  12. 
The  government  Pall  he  upon  his  Jhouldtry  &c.     Of  thi  incnafe  of  bis  government  and  peace^  no 

'endy  &c,     IsA.  ix.  6>  7,  .    %  <  . 

Woe  KHto  the  tAJorld,  hecauje  of  offences ;  for  it  mufl  needs  he^  that  offences  some :  hut  nuoe  to  that 

man^  ty  whom  the  offence  cometh  f     Matt,  xviii.  7. 
For  there  mufi  he  alfo  htrefies  among  you ;  that  they  *whieh  are  appro*ved  may  he  made  manifeft 

among you^     i  Con.  xi.  19. 
jfifo  of  your  otonfehes  Jball  men  arife^  fpeakmg  perverfe  thingst  to  draw  mwty  di/eiples  after  $ 

them.    Acts  xx;  30.  ^ 

Forgot  he  that  commendetb  himfelf  is  approved;  hut  whom  the  Lord commendeth.  2  Cor.  x.  i8* 
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PR     E     F    A     C     E 


IT  hath  pfeafed  God,  in  thcfe  our  diays,  to^caufc  his  true  light  to  (hine^ 
forth  out  of  darknefik  Oh  I  cvcrlaftingly  bleflcd  be  his  name !  He 
hath  laid  the  foundation  of  fife  in  many  hearts^  and  gathered  his  once  de- 
folate -people  into  families  and  churches-,  and  hath  been  with  them,  and  is 
with  them,  dwdUng  among  them,^  pvekw'mg  thein,  buikUng  up  Sion  more 
and  more,  and  caufii^  his  glory  more  and  more  to  appear  therein.  The 
li^ng  God  hath  made  us  a  living  people,  and  honpureth  us  with  his  living, 
prefence,  and  with  the  daily  manircftations  of  his  pui-e  power.  Oh  J  glory, 
glory,  is  founded  tp  him,  in  his  own  ^>ringing  life,  in  the  hearts  of  his 
children,  day  by  day. 

But  the  enemy  c^  God  and  hk  appearance,  hath  wrought  ^agaiofl:  his 
power  and  work  many  ways,  and  hath  end<^voured  to  fiop  the  gathering 
to  the  light  and  building  up,  not  only  by  outward  force,  but  alio  by  ail 
$he  devices  and  myiteriotts  woiicings  he  could  invent.  But  blclTed  be  the 
Lord,  who  hath  appeared  againlt  tliem  ally  and  preferved  his  rcmnatit  from 
them  ali^  though  fome  that  have  noc  watched  and  lain  low,  but  being  fear- 
ing high,  in  that  part  where  the  fnare  is  laid  smd  takes,  have  Humbled  and 
fallen.  Yet  truth  ftands,  and  the  gathering  in  the  truth  ftands ;  and  the 
life  which  God  hath  raifed,^  and  to  which  he  hath  given  dominion,  reigns  ^ 
and  much  is  fubdued,  and  the  Lord  is  going  on  to  fubdue  more  and  more 
tuider  it  daily,  in  the  hearts  of  fuch  as  fenfibly  and  livtngly,  and  not  no- 
tbnally  and  in  a  dead  formal  ww,  wait  upon  him  and  worfiup  him. 

Now,  the  ibreft  and  mod  miichievous  way  of'  oppofing  truth,  is  by  pre* 
tending  to  it  Who  could  more  advantageoufly  or  r^dily  betray  Chrii% 
than  an  apoftie  of  Chrift  ?  And  who  can  be  fitter  to  undermine  the  light* 
than  he  who  in  words  cries  it  up ;  and  yet  is  departed  from  it,  and  feci^edy 
fights  againfl  it,  and  would  bring  forth^  propagate,  and  kt  up  an  hideous^ 
monftrous,  comprehenfive  kind  of  knowledge  (which  is  contrary  to  k,  and 
cannot  coofift  with  it)  in  the  name  of  tt  ? ' 

Ah! 


PREFACE,  dxliii 

Alii  that  this  pctfon,  who  now  appciars  againft  the  truth,  and  tlie  church 
and  miniftry  which  is  in  and  of  the  truth,  were  but  what  he  pretends  to 
be  1  For  then  I  Ihould  gladly  have  received  his  teftimony,  "and  not  have 
been*  thus  necefiitated  to  appear  againft  his  fpirit,  and  the  dark  work  and 
teftimonies  thereof.  He  faith,  there  are  two  chrifts,  both  the  true  Chrift 
and  antichrift.  I  confefs  his  work  comes  from  one  of  them,  even  anti- 
chrift,  who  would  deftroy  Chrift's  Work,  kingdom,  and  buitdine,  and  the 
miniftry  which  he  makes  ufe  of,  both  to  plant,  water,  and  build  up;  but 
not  from  that  Chrift  who  hath  gathered  a  church  t6  bimfelf,  and  is  with  the 
church  which  be  hath  gadiered,  and  blefieth  the  church  which  he  hath 
gathered,  and  owneth  them  in  their  aficmblings,  and  in  their  miniftering : 
which  owning  and  teftimony  will  ftand  ^  when  the  difowning,  and  falfe  tefti- 
monies of  all  tbcfc  Me  apoftate  ^irtts,  will  fall^  aikd  end  in  their  own  for^ 
row  and  mifery. 

What  I  hav^  here  written,.  I  have  written  in  an  1k)1v  conftraint,  in  the 
opening  and  feeling  life  a(  truth,  with  true  love  to  iouls  y  yea,  even  of 
this  very  peiibn,  who  is  erred  fb  exceedingly  from  the  holy  light  and 
Spirit,  and  its  holy  teftimony,  and  would  fain  exalt  his  critical  conceits  and 
notions,  above  the  plain  teftimony  and  evidence  of  truth,  in  the  hearts  of 
God's  chofen  ones. 

The  Lord  bring  down  the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  and  exalt  his  owti  king- 
tlom  in  the  hearts  df  the  children  of  men  more  and  more  -,  and  add  to  His 
church,  and  keep  them  in  that  which  will  never  fuffer  them  to  depart  from 
it ;  or  to  teftify  againft  the  life,  and  powef,  and  prefefice  of  the  Lord,  ma- 
Mfefted,  dwelling,  and  ruling  in  it !     Amen. 
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R     E     M     A     R     K      S 

Upon  Ibme  Paflages  in  a  late  Book,  intituled 

Antichrist's  Transformations  Within,  ^c, 

TH  E  firfl  thmg  that  I  (hall  obferve  is,  Thai  h^  dotb  deny  that  man^ 
hath  any  rule y  power ^  dominion^  govemmenSj  or  authority ^  either  given^ 
or  committed  to  him  from  the  Lord^  as  pertaining  to  the  confcience  in 
things  relating  to  the  worjhip  of  God. 

'  Remark.  God  fent  Chrift  into  the  world,  and  he  save  him  power  and  au- 
thority in  his  name  to  do  whatever  he  required  of  hinv  And  Chrift  fends 
his  fervants  and  minifters  into  the  world,  as  (heep  among  wolves,  and  he 
gives  them  power  and  authority  to  do  whatever  he  requires  of  them,  and 
which  he  expe£ls  from  them,  and  would  have  done  by  them.  And  their 
work  relates  to  the  confcience,  and  to  the  woribip  of  God ;  and  their  power 
and  authority  extends  thither,  where  their  work  lies.  They  are  ambafladors 
of  Chrift,  and  they  have  power  and  authority  in  Chrift's  ftead  to  befcech 
men  to  be  reconciled  to  God.  For  as  Chrift  came  in  his  Father's  name,  ta 
fulfil  the  work  which  the  Father  gave  him  to  do,  fo  they  come  in  Chrift*s 
name,  to  fulfil  the  work  which  he  gives  them  to  do.  They  have  power  ta 
feed  the  flock ;  they  have  power  to  watch  over  them ;  they  have  power  to 
build  up  in  that  which  is  good ;  and  they  have  power  and  authority  to  teftifjr 
againft  and  hammer  down  that  which  is  evil ;  they  have  power  to  reprove;, 
they  have  power  and  authority  to  vifit  with  a  fpirit  of  mecknefs,  and  power 
to  come  with  God's  rod,^  yea,  with  his  fword,  and  to  fmite  that  witb  iL 
which  rifeth  up  againft  the  truth,  againft  the  life,  againft  the  Spirit,  againft 
the  holy  way  and  work  of  the  Lord,  and  holy  order  and  government  of  his 
Truth  and  Spirit. 

That  Chrift  hath  fent  forth  his  fervants,  his  minifters,  his  ambafladors> 
about  things  relating  to  the  confcience,,  is  fo  manifeft,  that  it  cannot  be 
denied.  But  that  he  hath  fent  them  forth  with  power  and  authority  in  things 
pertaining  to  the  confcience,  relating  to  the  worfliip  of  God,  that  this  man 
denies ;  but  all  that  have  received  the  truth,  hold  the  truth,  and  keep  the 
truth,  cannot  but  acknowledge  it 

Now 
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•  Now  the  reafon  he  gives  why  he  denies  man  any  rukj  powery  dominion^ 
government y  or  authority y  either  giveny  or  committed  to  him  from  the  Lordy  as 
pertaining  to  the  confcience  in  things  relating  to  the  worjhip  of  Gody  is  becaufe  it 
ielongeth  to  Cbrift  the  lighty  the  invifible  power  which  dwells  in  men  and  wo- 
men^  &c. 

Rem.  All  power  in  heaven  and  earth  was  given  to  Chrift,  and  belongs  to 
him-,  that  is  freely  granted..  But  the  queflion  is,  whether  he  hath  not 
given  of  this  power  to  his  children,  and  his  fervants  and  miniflers,  as  his 
•Father  gave  of  it  unto  him  ?  Doth  not  he  give  power  to  as^many  as  believe 
in  his  name  to  become  fons  of  God  ?  Did  not  he. make  his  apoftles  able  mi- 
nifters  of  the  new  covenant,  in  the  Spirit  and.  power  wich  he  gave  them  ? 
AU  power  is  given  me  in  heaven  and  in  earthy  faid  Chrift,  Matt.xxs\\\.  18. 
Co  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nationsy  &c.  ver.  19, ;  but  wait  at  Jerufalem  for 
the  power  firft,  ABs  i.  8.  So  when  the  power  came  upon  them,  it  led 
them  forth  in  their  work,  and  they  had  power  to  gather,  and  power  to  build 
up,  and  power  to  govern  and  watch  over  the  flock  of  God,  over  which  the 
Holy  Ghoft  had  made  them  ovcrfeers,  ASisxx.  28.  And  Paul  fpeaksof 
the  power  the  Lord  had  given  him  to  ufe  (harpnefs,  even  againft  thofc  in 
that  church  of  Corinth,  who,  would  not  be  fubjed  to  him  in  that  which  he 
had  received  from  the  Lord,  2  Cor.  xiii.  lo*  But  this  power  was  to  edifica* 
tion,  but  not  to  deftruftion.  For  though  he  had  power  from  Chrift  the 
•  Lord,  and  did  by  that  Spirit,  and  in  that  power,  deliver  Hymencus  and 
Alexander  unto  Satan  -,  yet  it  was  not  that  they  fhould  be  deftroyed  by  the 
Devil,  but  that,  by  feeling  themfelves  out  of  the  truth,  and  under  the  do- 
minion of  a  wrong  fpirit,  they  might  come  to  true  fenfe  and  undcrftanding, 
tind  learn  not  to  blafpheme  the  truth,  nor  the  dignities  whom  God  hath 
made  honourable  in  the  truth,  i  Tim.  i.  20.  And  not  the  apoftle.  only, 
but  the  church  of  Corinth,  had  a  {hare  in  the  fame  power;  and  therefore 
the  apoftle,  knowing  what  was  given  and  committed  to  them,  exhorts  them, 
that  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  when  they  were  gathered  toge- 
ther, and  his  Spirit,  with  the  power  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  to  deliver  fuch 
an  one  to  Satan  :  but  this  was  not  for  deftruftion,  to  dcftroy  the  foul ;  but 
to  bring  it  back  into  a  ftate  of  edification  and  falvation,  which  now,  by  de- 
parting from  the  truth,  it  was  gone  from.  It  was  indeed  for  the  deftruftion 
of  the  flelh,  but  not  of  the  fpirit-,  but  that  the  fpirit  might  be  faved  in  die 
day  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  i  Cor.  v.  4,  5, 

Secondly y  The  next  thing  I  (hall  obferve  is  this :  he  faith.  There  is  no  glory 
to  be  given  to  many  althou^  he  be  born  of  the  light.  • 

Rem.  That  glory  and  honour  is  to  be  givcp  to  man,  which  God  gives 
to  man,  who  hath  faid.  Them  that  honour  mey  I  will  honour-^  and  they  that 
defpife  me^  fhall  be  lightly  efieemedy  i  Sam.  ii.  3a  He  that  brings  his  deeds 
to  the  light,  they  being  juftified  and  approved  there,  he  hath  honour  in 
the  light.  His  deeds  being  made  rnanifcft  that  they  are  wrought  in  God, 
that  is  honour  enough  for  him,  John  iii.  21.     The  children  of  light  feek 

Vol.  II.  Aaa  a  for 
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for  glory,  and  honour,  and  immortality,  and  eternal  life ;  and  that  glory 
and  honour  they  have,  and  eternal  life  from  God,  E^h.  \u  7.  They  icck 
not  the  honour  that  is  from  men,*  but  the  honour  thaf  comcth  from  God 
only,  John  v.  44.  the  honour  in  the  truth,  in  the  life,  in  the  po^er,  which 
God  gives  them  in  the  hearts  of  all  that  are  truly  fenfible  and  living.  For 
honouring  the  Lord  and  his  truth,  how  can  I  but  honour  thofe  that  are  ho- 
nourable in  his  eye,  and  who  are  glorious,  in  his  truth !  For  indeed  the 
children  of  light,  the  tender,  the  humble,  the  contrite  and  broken-hearted 
ones,  are  glorious  in  his  eye,  and  the  Lord  doth  exalt  them  in  due  time ; 
for  after  the  true  humility,  and  in  the  true  humility,  they  come  to  partake 
of  the  true  honour,  i  Pet.  v.  5,  6.  And  fo  every  true  Jew,  every  true  fer- 
vant,  every  faithful  fteward,  every  true  minifter,  that  is  faithful  in  the  ufe 
of  his  gift  and  talent,  hath  praife  of  God,  Rom.  ii.  29. ;  and  they  that  are 
of  God,  honour  thofe  whom  God  honours,  glorifying  the  Liord  for  them, 
and  honouring  them  in  the  Lord,  2  C^.  viii.  18.  Oh!  how  .could  this 
man  fay,  there  is  no  glory  to  be  given  to  man,  though  he  be  born  of  the 
light,  when-as  the  king*s  daughter  is  all  glmous  within^  and  man  in  that 
birth  is  nothing  but  glorious  in  the  eye  of  the  Lord  t  Man,  having  finned, 
fell  (hort  of  the  glory  of  God ;  but  coming  out  of  fin,  comcth  into  the 
glory  again,  and  is  daily  more  and  more  changed  into  the  glorious  image 
of  the  Son,  from  glory  to  glory,  &fr.  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  The  aim  of  God  is 
to  bring  many  ions  to  glory,  Hek  ii.  10.  *,  and  as  they  come  out  of  dark- 
nefs  and  fin  into  light  and  holinefs,  they  come  into  the  glory,  and  are  in  the 
glory.  Is  it  not  their  g^ory  in  the  Lord,  and  in  his  light,  to  be  owned  and 
acknowledged  by  them  that  are  one  with  them  in  the  fame  light  ?  They 
who  love  God,  and  honour  God,  cannot  but  love  them,  and  honour 
them,  who  are  begotten  by  him,  and  who  are  in  an  efpecial  manner 
made  ufe  of  by  him  in  his  Service,  for  the  good  of  fouls,  and  for  the 
prefervation  and  building  up  of  the  church.  The  apoftle  Ipeaks  of 
double  honour  to  be  given  to  the  elders  that  rule  well,  efpecially  they 
who  labour  in  the  Word  and  dodrine,  and  would  (from  the  Spirit  ot 
God)  have  them  counted  worthy  of  it,  i  Tim.  v.  17.  '  How  far  is  this  man 
from  the  apoftle's  mind,  who  would  have  no  glory  given  to  any  man^ 
no  not  to  the  children  of  light,  nor  minifters  in  the  light,  who  in  the  apoftles 
days  were  the  glory  of  Chrift !  2  Cor.  viii.  23,  Yea,  the  juft  that  live  by 
faith  in  Chrift,  and  are  gathered  by  him  out  of  Satan's  kingdom  into  his 
fpiritual  kingdom,  and  walk  in  the  light,  as  God  is  in  the  light,  there  light 
doth  fhine  in  them,  and  they  do  (hine  as  the  fun  in  the  firmament  \  and 
they  that  are  honoured  by  the  Lord  to  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs,  do  {bine 
as  ftars :  and  though  one  fiar  differs  from  another  in  glory  *,  yet  all  that 
come  into  the  true  nature  and  heavenly  image  of  the  Son,  do  come  into  a 
meafure  of  the  true  glory,  and  have  fome  of  the  glory  given  them  which 
God  gave  to  Chrift  ^  and  in  that  are  gloriou$>  partaking  of  his  Spirit,  king- 
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dom,  power,  and  holy  dominion  over  fin  and  Satan,  all  which  is  truly  glo- 
rious, Jcbn  xvii.  22.  ^ 

Thirdly^  The  third  thing  I  (hall  obferve  is  this  :  he  faith,  All  is  to  be  given 
to  Cbrift^  the  light  in  man^  unto  whom  alone  it  doth  belongs  who  is  the  true  mini- 
Jter^  and  bath  power  in  himfelfto  teach  all  the  fons  and  daughters  ofmen^  &c. 

Rem.  That  Chrift  is  the  true  minifter,  that  is  not  denied ;  but  doth  not 
Chrift,  who  is  the  true  minifter  in  the  power  of  the  endlcfs  life,  fend  forth 
difciplesand  ambafladors  in  the  fame  power,  and  make  them,  through  his  Spi- 
rit and  power,  able  minifters  of  the  NewTeftament?  And  they  that  hear  them, 
do  they*  not  hear  Chrift  ?  And  they  that  defpife  or  deny  them,  do  they  not 
defpifc  or  deny  Chrift  ?  And  doth  not  Chrift  fay  to  the  feventy  difciples,  He 
that  heareth  you^  heareth  me  \,  and  he  that  defptfeth  yoUy  defpifeth  me ;  and  he 
that  defpifeth  me,  defpifeth  him  thatfent  me  ?  Luke  x.  1 6.  It  is  antichrift  that 
fo  vainly  pretends  to  fet  up  Chrift,  or  his  light,  or  Spirit,  or  power,  as  to 
deny  thofe  that  are  fcnt  of  him,  and  minifter  in  his  name.  As  man  is  in 
the  fall,  he  is  corrupt,  and  his  works  are  out  of  God,  and  he  is  there  to 
be  denied,  ceafed  from,  and  not  accounted  of-,  but  in  the  reftoration,  in 
union  and  fellowftiip  with  the  Lord,  he  is  a  worker  together  with  God,  artd 
is  there  to  be  owned,  and  hath  a  Ihare  in  miniftring  out  of  the  heavenly 
treafurc  that  dwells  in  him.  So  Chrift  was  the  great  Minifter,  who  had 
the  fullnefs ;  and  they  that  have  gifts  from  him  for  the  work  of  the  mini- 
ftry,  and  who  minifter  in  and  from  the  gift,  and  in  that  are  able  and  faith- 
ful, arc  efteemed  and  accounted  as  minifters  by  him.  So  faith  the  apoftlc, 
As  every  man  hath  received  the  gifty  evenfo  minifter  the  fame  one  to  another y  as 
good  fiewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God.  If  any  manfpeak^  let  himjpeak  as 
the  oracles  of  God ;  if  any  man  minifter ^  let  him  do  it  as  of  the  ability  which  God 
giveth ;  that  God  in  all  things  may  be  glorified  through  Jefus  Chrift y  to  whom  be 
praife  and  dominion  for  ever  and  every  Amen,  i  Pet.  iv.  10,  11.  And  Paul 
faith,  he  was  made,  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel  according  to  the  gift  of  the  grace 
of  God  given  unto  him,  by  the  effeftual'  working  of  his  power,  Ephef  iii.  7. 
Now  the  gift  is  given,  not  to  thofe  that  are  wife  after  the  flefli  (unlcfs  that 
wifdom  is  firft  broken)  •,  but  to  fuch  as  are  mean,  poor,  weak,  low,  or 
Ibmc  way  or  other  contemptible  in  the  eye  of  man's  wifdom,  and  eafy  to  be 
difregarded  and  defpifed  by  men.  Yea,  it  is  hard  to  defpife  the  man  whom 
God  fends,  without  delpifing  his  gift  m  him  •,  and  the  gift  cannot  be  de- 
fpifed or  rcjefted,  without  delpifing  or  rejefting  him  that  gave  it ;  as  the 
apoftle  told  the  church  of  the  Theflalonians,  he  that  defpifed  or  rcjeAcd, 
defpifed  or  rejedted  not  man,  but  God  (who  gives  his  Holy  Spirit  to  them 
whom  he  fends  forth  to  minifter  in  his  name),  i  "fbeff.  iv.  8.  He  had  been 
befeeching  and  exhorting  the  brethren  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  as 
they  had  received  of  them  how  they  ought  to  walk,  and  to  pleafe  God,  fo 
they  would  abound  more  and  more.  For  ye  knozvy  faid  he,  what  command- 
ments we  gave  you  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Mark :  the  apoftle  did  not  only 
turn  them  to  the  Word  of  life  and  power  in  themfclves ;  but  did  give  them 
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commandments  from  the  Word  of  life  in  him,  and  they  received  of  them 
whom  Chrift  fent  forth,  how  they  ought  to  walk,  tftr.  ver.  i,  2.  And  life 
hath  not  loft  any  of  its  authority ;  but  the  power  may  teach  and  command 
others  through  any  velTel  when  it  pleafeth  j  and  they  that  are  the  true  fliecp, 
know  the  voice  of  the  true  Shepherd,  fpeaking  either  in  their  own  hearts, 
or  through  any  other  inftrument  unto  them.  And  the  voice  of  wifdom  in 
any,  is  in  every  age  ftill  heard  and  juftified  of  her  children ;  and  he  that  is 
of  God  heareth  his  voice,  in  thofe  whom  he  fends  in  this  age,  as  well  as  in 
former  ages ;  and  he  that  is  not  of  God  heareth  not  his  voice ;  and  hereby 
the  Spirit  of  truth  and  fpirit  of  error  is  known  in  this,  as  well  as  in  former 
ag^s,  I  John  iv,  6. 

Fourthly ^'Th^  fourth  paflage  I  fhall  take  notice  of,  is  in  thefe  words: 
Wherefore^'  faid  he,  whofoever  doth  exali  Chrift  the  lights  who  is  the  true  iVff- 
nifter^  before  themfehes^  by  Chrift  the  light  within  Jhall  thofe  be  exalted. 

Rem.  This  is  very  different  from  what  went  before  :  for  before  he  de- 
nied all  glory  and  exaltation  at  all  to  man,  although  he  be  born  of  the  light ; 
here  he  fpeaks  of  exalting  Chrift,  the  true  minifter,  before  themfelves; 
which  doubtlefs  every  true  minifter,  and  every  child  of  light,  cannot  but 
do;  and  herein  he  confeffeth  they  (hall  be  exalted  by  Chnft  the  light. 
Then  glory  is  given  to  them  -,  and  he  that  fees  them  thus  exalted  by  the 
light,  cannot  but  efteem  them,  as  fo  honoured  and  exalted  by  Chrift,  and  give 
them  that  glory  which  Chrift  hath  given  them.  And  happy  would  it  be 
with  this  man,  could  he  fee  the  true  church,  which  God  hath  brought  out 
of  the  Wildernefs,  and  beautified  and  glorioufly  built  up  to  a  great  height ; 
and  the  elders  and  minifters  whom  he  prefcrveth,  and  is  with,  and  makes 
ufe  of  in  his  fervice,  and  give  them  in  his  heart  the  honour  and  glory 
which  God  had  glorified  them  with.  But  that  he  cannot  do,  till  he  come 
out  of  Babylon,  and  out  of  that  dark  and  confufed  fpirit  wherein  he  wrote 
thefe  things,  into  that  light  and  holy  Spirit  of  truth,  which  cjifcovers  what 
they  are  (to  thofe  that  are  in  the  truth),  and  condemns  the  ground  and  root 
out  of  which  they  fprang. 

Fifthly^  The  next  thing  to  be  obferved  by  me  is  this :  He  layetb  it  down 
as  his  judgment^  faith,  and  belief  that  whatever  is  written  to  the  churches, 
ought  to  be  written  from  God's  infallible  Spirit,  and  the  Word  of  eternal 
life;  wherein  I  am  one  with  him:  for  what  good  can  any  thing  do  the 
living,  but  what  comes  from  life,  and  from  God's  infallible  Spirit,  which 
alone  is  able  rightly  to  exhort,  advife,  admonifh,  warn,  and  build  up  the 
fpiritual  ?  But  his  inference  thereupon  is  that  which  is  before  me  to  take 
notice  of.  JVhereforey  fittth  he,  your  paper  to  the  churches  is  not  to  he  owned 
by  the  churches y  inaftnuch  as  it  was  written  from  a  fight ,  orafenfe^  and  from 
the  fenfible  part,  and  not  in  and  from  the  Spirit  of  Revelation. 

Rem.  God  hath,  in  his  holy  church  and  living  people,  opened  the  eye 
that  was  once  blind,  and  daily  anointeth  that  eye,  giving  a  true  fight,  and 
in  the  fpringings  of  life  giveth  a  true  fenfe  ^  and  that  which  giveth  this»  is  the 

Spirit 


Remarks  uponfome  PaJfageSy  &€•  549 

Spirit  of  revelation ;  and  what  is  written  in  this  fight  and  fenft,  is  writien 
fiom  the  Spirit  of  revelation.  And  the  called  people  of  the  Lord  wait  upon 
tlie  Lord,  that  they  may  be  kept  in  this  fight,  fenfc,  and  Spirit,  in  what 
they  do  at  all  times;  but  more  efpecially  when  they  confider  of  things 
relating  to  the  churches,  even  to  the  welfare,  holy  order,  and  peace  thereof, 
that  God's  Spirit  may  have  its  Icope  every-where,  and  nothing  elfe  have 
place  in  the  churches  of  Chrift.  And  though  every  one  be  not  an  eye  and 
car-witnefs  of  what  is  to  be  confidered  of  for  the  good  of  the  churches ;  yet 
every  one  waits  to  feel  things  in  the  opening  and  fpringing  life,  and  in  that 
to  fpeak,  confider,  pr  write.  I  have  often  feen  the  carriage  of  things  after  this 
manner,  to  the  joy  of  my  heart,  and  caufing  of  my  foul  livingly  to  blefe 
the  Lord  for  it  -,  and  therefore  may  I,  yea  ought  I,  now  thus  to  fpeak  this 
teftimony.  Which  the  Lord  hath  livingly  given  me,  being  at  this  time  re»- 
quired  of  me.  Oh!  that  men  knew  the  lerioufiiels  and  folemnity  of  our 
fpirits  before  the  Lord,  in  our  confidering  things  relating  to  his  church, 
and  how  we  retire  out  of  man's  wifdom  (affcftionate  part,  and  comprehend- 
ing parr,  as  he  fpeaks)  to  feel,  the  fpringing  life,  and  God^s  holy  guidance 
there  •,  and  how  the  Lord  doth  fatisfy  and  blefs  us  with  it !  So  that  we  can 
fay,  in  truth  and  uprightnefs  of  heart,  not  we  (as  men)  of  ourfelves  do 
things  on  truth's  account;  but  he  on  whofe  fhoulders  God  hath  laid  the 
government  rules  and  reigns  among  us ;  and  things  are  ordered  by  his 
counfel  and  wifdom  to  his  praife.  And  the  peace  and  comfort  of  God's 
Spirit  remains  with  us,  in  the  midft  of  all  the  reproaches  and  oppofitions 
we  meet  with  from  that  evil  fpirit,  which  cnvieth  and  oppofeth  us  many 
ways.  This  one  word  more  is  with  me,  as  to  this  particular :  God  hath 
given  believers,  his  church,  fenfes  exercifed  to  difcern  both  good  and  evil ; 
and  thofe  fenfes  are  not  without  the  true  life  and  Spirit,  and  every  motion 
and  adlion  of  them  is  in  that  life,  and  in  that  Spirit* 

And  whereas  he  further  faith :  IVhatfoever  is  written^  declaredy  or  given 
fortb^  in  the  fight ^  or  in  the  fenfe^  or  from  the  fenfibk  part^  it  is  not  to  be 
owned ;  for  the  fenfibk  part  is  that  which  hath  been  in  the  tranfgrejfton  with  the 
woman,  &c. 

Rem.  Herein  he  is  greatly  miftaken :  for  friends  in  truth  do  not  fpeak, 
or  write,  or  admonifli,  or  reprove,  or  give  warning  from  that  part ;  but 
from  the  fight  and  fenfe  which  God  gives  to  his  own  birth ;  and  it  is  the 
Spirit  of  God  that  gives  both  the  fight  and  fenfe,  and  fpeaks  through  them  ; 
and  thofe  whofe  ears  are  circumcifed  and  opened  know  the  voice,  and  give 
glory  to  God,  and  are  obedient  to  his  Spirit,  when  it  gives  advice  and 
warning  through  any;  which  thofe  that  are  in  the  comprehending- part, 
and  confider  and  judge  in  that,  cannot  have  the  fenfc  of. 

Siicthfy,  He  faith,  Antichriji  will  bring  a  veil  over  the  underjianiing  of  mm 
andwomeny  and  yet  they,  for.the  prefent,  cannot  perceive  it. 

Rem.  This  is  very  true.  I  would  he  and  others,  who  are  veiled  by  an- 
tichrift,  did  fee  it ;  for  then  he  would  not  eiteem  thofe  veiled  wbom  tl^ 

Lord 
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Lord  hath  tinveiled,  nor  attribute  thcfe  fayings  of  his,  and  this  his  book, 
to  the  light  within,  which  thofe  whom  the  Lord  hath  unveiled,  and  keepeth 
unveiled,  in  his  pure  Spirit  and  quickening  life,  know  to  have  come  nx)ni 
the  darkncfs  within,  and  not  from  the  true  light ;  but  the  true  eye,  in  the 
truly  living,  fees  through  it,  and  hath  no  union  with  it  j  but  returns  it  back 
thither,  from  whence  it  came.  Oh !  how  deeply  doth  antichrift  blind  and 
deceive  men  ;  that  that  which  is  their  own  ftatc,  they  cannot  fee  to  be  fo ! 
But  apply  it  to  others,  whofe  ftate  it  is  not,  and  fo  juftify  themfelves  in 
that  wherein  God  condemns  them,  and  condemn  others  in  that  wherein 
God  juftifieth  them  !  This  is  fad  work,  and  will  have  a  fad  ilTue  ! 

Sevenihlyy  He  faith,  Th^re  is  an  iwvifthk  woman  in  every  vijible  man^  and 
there  is  an  iwuijible  man  in  every  vifible  woman  \  and  the  man  Chrift  Jefus^  who 
is  the  light  of  the  worlds  he  is  in  them  hthy  &c. 

Rem.  Is  not  he  now  in  the  notional  and  comprehending  part,  muddling 
himfelf  and  others  (whofe  ears  are  open  to  him)  about  a  woman  in  a  man, 
and  a  man  in  a  woman,  and  Chrift  in  both  ?  Whereas  truth  is  a  plain 
thing ;  which  they  that  com^  to  feel  and  abide  in,  feel  and  witnefs  redemp- 
tion, and  prefervation  out  of  the  comprehending  part,  and  the  dead  no- 
tional knowledge  thereof. 

Eighthly y  He  faith.  He  doth  not  own  the  Judgment  and  opinion  of  thofe  mini- 
fterSj  nor  yet  their  fuperiority^  who  fay^  he  that  is  notjuJUJied  by  the  witnefs  <f 
God  in  friendsy  is  condemned  by  it  in  himfelf 

Rem.  I  IhaU  not  now  argue  that  there  are  true  minifters,  and  that  there 
is  a  true  fuperiority  (fomc  being  greater  and  fome  lefs  in  the  covenant  and 
life  of  truth),  which  every  one  that  heareth  and  learneth  of  the  Father,  and 
fo  is  taught  of  God,  will  own :  but  to  the  thing  itfelf.  The  witnefs  of  God 
is  but  one  in  all,  and  it  condemns  nothing  but  what  is  not  of  God ;  and 
what  his  witnefs  in  another  condemns  in  me,  his  witnefs  in  me  (whenever  it 
ariieth  and  fpeaketh  in  me  concerning  that  thing)  cannot  but  condemn 

alfo. 

It  is  true,  as  he  faith,  that  jujlification  is  by  Chrift  alone^  who  is  the  head 
in  every  member^  &c. 

Rem.  But  Chrift  is  in  other  members  alio,  as  well  as  in  one ;  and  his  life 
bath  power  to  judge  and  condemn;  and  it judgeth  and  condemneth  no- 
where, but  that  which  is  to  be  judged  and  condemned.  So  that  where-evcr 
Chrift's  life  in  any  judgeth  and  condemneth  any  thing,  that  is  judged  and 
condemned  by  Chrift.  And  the  faints  have  power  and  authority  in  Chrift, 
not  only  to  judge  and  condemn  the  world,  but  alio  to  judge  and  condemn 
fallen  angels  and  Ipirits.  To  what  end  are  they  bid  to  try  the  fpirits,  if 
after  they  have  tried  them,  they  may  not  judge  and  condemn  what  they 
find  life  and  truth  judging  and  condemning  ? 

Ninthly^  He  excepts  againft  that  paifage  in  friends  paper  (as  he  recites  it) 
that  nof$e  are  to  minifters  hut  thofe  that  are  reconciled  to  the  churchy  and  have 
the  approbation  of  the  elders. 

Rem. 
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Bjinn.  What  is  the  end  of  miniftering,  but  to  gather  out  of  the  world 
into  tlie  church,  or  to  build  up  the  church  ?  And  are  they  fit  to  do  either^ 
who  arc  not  reconciled  to  the  church  ?  Or  whom  the  Spirit^  life,  and  power 
in  the  church  and  ciders  hath  not  unity  with  ? 

He  further  faith,  ^bat  God  was  in  Chrijij  reconciling  the  world  unto  bimfelfy 
and  noi  to  the  church  (faith  he) ;  be  remembers  no  fuch  fcripture. 

Rem.  God  added  to  the  church  fuch  as  fhould  be  faved  \  and  were  they 
not  reconciled  to  it  before  they  were  added  ?  And  Chrift  faid,  concerning 
that  brother  that  would  not  hear  the  church,  that  he  fhould  be  looked  upon 
as  an  Heathen  or  a  publican  \  and  are  fuch  as  will  not  be  reconciled  to  the 
church,  nor  hear  it,  allowed  by  God  tominiftcr,  either  to  gather  ;into  the 
church,  or  to  build  up  in  it  ?  Ah !  furely  it  cannot  be.  There  can  be  no 
true  miniftcring  out  ot  the  life  and  Spirit  of  the  body,  or  church  that  is  in 
God.  And  all  luch  as  have  thus  gone  out  from  God,  in  whom  the  church 
,  is,  have  miniflered  againft  the  life.  Spirit,  and  power,  but  not  in  it;  but  in 
antichrill's  ipirit  and  power,  and  againft  the  truth. 

fTenthly,  He  faith,  Chrtfi  the  light  within^  will  not  give  his  power  and  au- 
thority out  of  his  own  band  to  any  man  or  men ;  for  unto  him  alone  is  all  judg- 
ment in  heaven  and  in  earth  committed  in  matters  of  confcience. 

Rem.  Is  Chrift's  power  given  out  of  his  hands,  when  his  life  and  Spirit 
in  one  judgeth  concerning  that  which  is  evil  and  out  of  the  truth  in  an- 
other ?  Doth  not  the  fpiritual  man  judge  all  th'uigs  ?  Doth  not  Chrift  teach 
and  enable  him  fo  to  do  ?  Is  there  not  fuch  a  gift  of  his  to  difcern  fpirits  ? 
Cannot  the  car  that  is  circumcifed,  and  kept  open  by  the  Lord,  try  fpeeches 
and  actions,  and  difcern  when  they  are  out  of  the  life,  and  when  in  the 
life  ?  And  doth  he  give  the  power  and  authority  out  of  his  own  hands,  in 
enabling  them  fotodo?  What  dark  exprefiions  are  thefe^  and  dead  too;, 
not  fo  much  as  literally  true  i 

Eleventhly^  He  faith,  Chrijl  the  light  within  is  able  to  breaks  and  he  is  alfa 
able  to  bind  up  that  which  be  bath  broken^  and  to  heal  that  which  he  bath  wound- 

idy      &C. 

Rem,  And  hath  not  Chrift  put  a  fpiritual  rod  and  fword  into  the  hands  of 
his  church  and  miniftry,  with  which  to  fmite  and  wound,  as  his  Spirit 
guides  and  leads  them  ?  Have  they  not  power  both  to  bind  and  loofe  as 
Chrift  faith  ?  And  is  not  this  a  wounding  and  healing  virtue  and  power  I 
After  Chrift  had  faid,  TeU  the  church ;  but  if  he  negleS  to  hear  the  churchy 
let  him  be  unto  thee  as  an  heathen  man  or  a  publican ;  doth  he  not  immediately 
add,  Ferify  I  fay  unto  you^  whatfoever  ye  fhall  bind  on  earthy  fhafl  bt  bound 
in  heaven :  and  whatfoever  ye  fhall  loofe  on  earthy  fball  be  loofed  in  heaven  ? 
Matt.  xviiL  17,  18.  Is  not  this  power  and  authority  neceffary  to  the  true 
church  ?  What !  a  church,  and  not  have  power  over  her  own  members ;  but 
every  one  left  to  the  didtates.of  what  they  ihallcall  the  light  within,  and 
not  be  fubje<%  to  the  judgment  of  the  true  light.  Spirit,  and  power  of 
Chriil^  the  head  in  the  Uving  body  ? '  What  a  chinch  was  this  I  A  mere  Ba- 
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bel,  and  help  of  confufion,  a  body  that  would  never  be  at  unity  in  it/elf. 
But  God  is  the  God  of  the  order  of  his  own  Spirit,  life,  and  power ;  and 
not  of  fuch  confufion.  This  doftrine  may  go  for  truth  in  Babylon,  but 
can  never  be  owned  in  God's  Jerufalem,  where  his  Spirit  did  build  up  and 
defends  the  buildings,  and  judgeth  out  all  fuch  fandy  and  windy  do6krincs, 
which  are  loofe  and  airy,  and  have  not  a  ground  or  bottom  in  the  truth. 

Twelfthfyy  He  faith,  ^here  is  fallibility  attends  all  thofe^  who  ar^  regenerate 
edy  and  born  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  who  is  light,  and  that  it  is  poffible  for  them 
to  err  from  the  light  again,  &c. 

R^m.  '^e  doth  herein  lay  the  ftate  of  the  truly  regenerate  and  born  of  God 
lower  than  the  fcripture  lays  it.  The  fcripture  faith,  Whofoever  is  born  of 
God,  doth  not  commit  Jin ;  for  bis  feed  remaineth  in  him,  and  be  cannot  Jin,  be- 
caufe  be  is  born  of  God,  i  John  iii.  9.  And  again,  JVe  know  that  whofoever 
is  born  of  Godftnnetb  not  \  but  he  that  is  begotten  of  God  keepetb  bimfelf,  and 
that  wicked  one  toucbetb  him  not,  chap.  v.  18. 

There  is  a  gathering  into  the  feed,  and  an  abiding  in  the  feed  ;  and  there 
tlie  foul  is  in  the  ftrong  tower,  and  munition  of  rocks,  where  the  enemy 
cannot  reach.  Adam  in  the  fall  was  in  a  fallible  ftate.  Is  the  renewed,  the 
redeenied  ftate  as  fallible  ?  What  ftate  is  that  wherein  truth  is  fo^atural,  and 
the  foul  fo  one  with  it,  that  it  can  do  nothing  againft  the  truth,  but  for  the 
truth,  as  Paul  Ipeaks  ?  What  ftate  is  that,  wherein  men  overcoming,  (hall 
become  pillars  in  the  houfe  of  God,  and  (hall  go  no  more  out  ?  Rev.  iii, 
12.  But  let  men  be  ever  fo  fallible,  the  infallible  Spirit  and  power  is 
given  to  the  church  of  God,  to  guide  them  in  true  underftanding  and  judg- 
ment, efpecially  in  all  things  that  relate  to  and  concern  them  as  a  body ; 
and  they  that  are  of  the  truths  and  in  the  truth,  love  the  judgment  of 
Chrift  the  head  in  her ;  but  they  that  are  of  another  fpirit,  and  would  have 
liberty  out  of  the  truth,  to  the  transforming  nature  and  fpirit,  cannot  abide 
it.  What  were  my  life  in  me,,  if  it  did  not  judge  in  me  ?  And  what  were 
the  church's  life,  if  it  did  not  judge  in  her,  and  condemn  all  that  rifeth 
up  from  a  contrary  fpirit  and  nature  ?  What  means  that  promifc,  Ifa,  liv. 
ly.  No  weapon  that  is  formed  againft  thee  fhall  profper,  and  every  tongue  that 
rifeth  againft  thee  in  judgment,  fhalt  thou  condemn  ? 

Yet  he  confeffeth.  That  God  is  infallible,  and  that  no  fallibility  attends 
him ;  but  denies  the  very  regenerate  and  born  of  the  Spirit  to  be  infallible,  and 
that  it  is  poffible  for  them  to  err  from  the  light  again ;  the  enemy,  which  is 
the  power  of  darknefs,  prefenting  to  them  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  knowledge,  &c. 

Rem.  If  God  be  infallible,  as  he  confeffeth  (though  it  is  to  be  queftioncd, 
whether  from  any  true  knowledge  of  his  nature,  or  only  from  the  comprehen- 
fion),  and  God  beget  children ;  into  what  doth  he  beget  them  ?  Whether 
into  a  fallible  nature  and  fpirit,  or  into  his  own  nature  and  Spirit,  the  Icaft 
4egree  whereof  is  infallible  ?  When  men  are  truly  turned  to  God,  there  are 
great  and  precious  promifes  made'to  them,  which  through  faith,  obedience, 
and  diligence,  they  come  to  enjoy,  whereby  tbey  are  made  partakers  of  the 

divine 
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^ine  naturiy  2  Peter  i.  4.  And  when  they  partake  of  the  divine  nature^ 
do  they  partake  of  a  nature  that  is  fallible,  or  infallible  ?  He  that  is  joined 
to  the  Lordy  is  one  Spirit ^  t  Cor.  vi.  17.  And  is  that  one  Spirit  a  fallible, 
or  infallible  Spirit  ?  There  is  one  baptifm,  wherewith  the  truly  living  are 
baptized}  and  doth  that  baptifm  wafh  away  that  which  is  fallible  or  no? 
The  church  of  Chrift,  the  body  of  Ghrift,  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  the  chafte 
virgin  that  is  n)arried  ta  Chrift,  is  one  with  Chrift :  is  it  one  with  him  in 
fallibility,  or  in  infallibility  ?  Bear  with  me,  for  I  am  conftrained  to  fpeaW 
thefe  things  for  truth's  fake,  for  the  church's  fake;  yea,  for  Chrift*s  fake, 
and  for  the  fakes  of  them  who  cry  up  the  fight  within  in  words,*  and  yet 
are  deceived  about  it,  and  know  it  not ;  but  are  erred  from  it,  and  have 
fet  up  the  darknefs  of  antichrift  in  their  minds,  inftead  of  it,  which  with 
them  goes  for  the  true  light ;  and  in  this  they  judge  that  which  is  true,  as 
.if  it  were falle,  and  juftify  that  which  is  feUe,  as  if  it  were  true,  both  in 
themfelves  and  others ;  both  which  are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord. 

He  faith,  Inhere  is  a  faUibility  attends  all  tbofe  that  are  regenerate^  and  horn 
cf  the  Sprit  of  God. 

Rem.  What  all  ?  Thofe  that  come  to  the  higheft  pitch,  and  greateft 
growth,  can  they  not  pafs  fallibility,  and  arrive  at  infallibility  in  a  meafure,! 
and  abide  in  it  ?  To  oe  regenerated  and  born  of  God,  is  an  high  (late  \  it 
is  not  for  every  notionift  and  comprehender  to  be  talking  what  is  experi-^ 
enced  there.  There  is  a  regenerating,  and  a  being  regenerated.  TTiere 
is  a  following  Chrift  in  the  regeneration,  and  there  is  a  conformity  to  him 
in  his  deaths  and  in  his  life  too.  It  is  not  good  for  him  to  be  (peaking 
qiucb  concerning  that  ftate,  but  rather  to  wait  to  be  led  into  it,  and  to  ar- 
rive at  it  in  the  true  travel.  But  how  he  that  is  regenerated  is  one  with 
Chrift  (and  is  in  the  meafure  as  he  is)  is  hard  to  be  known,  and  harder 
to  be  uttered.  But  he  that  is  in  this  ftate,  hath  witnefled  the  holy  calling, 
and  faitbfulnefs  to  him  that  called,  and  the  ele&ion,  and  is  one  of  the 
chofen,  or  ele£t  of  God  -,  and  Chrift  faith,  fuch  are  beyond  fallibility ;  fof 
fpeaking  of  faUc  Chrifts,  he  faith,  If  it  werepoffible^  they  fhould  deceive  the 
very  Eleff^  Matt.  xxiv.  24.  plainly  Signifying,  that  it  is  impoITible. 

Now  their  poffihiUty  of  erring  be  lays  upon  the  enemy's  prefenting  to  them 
the  fruit  of  the  tree  ef  knowledge^  wbilji  they  are  in  Eden^  p.  6. 

Rem.  The  enemy's  prefenting  temptations,  doth  not  inlply  a  poflibility 
of  letting  in  the  temptation,  and  (b  of  erring,  in  all  to  whom  he  doth  pre- 
fent  things.  For  he  prcfented  things  to  Chrift,  and  yet  it  was  impoffiblc 
for  that  Spirit  and  nature  that  Clirift  was  of,  to  let  in  ius  temptations. 

"But  then,  immediately  in  the  next  words  he  (heweth,  How  this  pofjihiUty 
cf  falling  is  ufM  the  enemfs  prefenting  to  them  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  know-' 
ledge  J  namely  thus.  Their  minds  taking  delight  in  it^  and  they  feeding  upon  it^ 
the  enemy  hath  power  to  draw  their  minds  out  of  Eden  again. 

Rem.  The  r^generaiee  and  born  of  God,  are  partakers  of  the  divine  na- 
ture, and  wait  on  God  for  living  food,  and  receive  it  of  him,  and  live  by 
Vol.il  Bbbb  it. 
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it,  and  cannot  abide  dead,  dry»  notional  food,  nor  feed  upon  ir.  Blefled 
be  the  Lord,  there  is  that  birth  known,  which  can  feed  on  nothing  but  life 
itfelf.  And  let  the  power  of  darknefs  prefent  the  fruit  of  the  dead  tree 
ever  fo  often-,  the  living  babe  will  not  meddle  with  it,  but  hungers  and 
thirfts  after  righteoufnel's,  and  defires  the  fincere  milk  of  the  pure  living 
word,  that  it  may  grow  thereby.  And  if  this  holy  nature  be  put  into  the 
babe,  how  much  ftronger  is  it  in  thofe  that  are  grown  in  truth,  and  who 
come  to  be  naturalized  into  it,  the  contrary  nature  being  crucified,  and 
flain  in  them  by  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  the  new  and  holy  nature  ruling  in 
them  ? 

Thirteentbly.  He  faith,  JVherefore  I.doMieve  that  I  aught  not  to  fubjeS  mf- 
felf  to  what  the  church  impofeth. 

Rem.  The  church  of  God  under  the  law,  walking  in  that  outwaid  cove- 
nant, was.  a  glorious  camp  or  body  -,  ^and.  had  outward  power,  according 
to  the  outward  law,  appertaining  to  it.  And  the  church  of  God  under  the 
gpipel^  walking  with  God  according  to  the  covenant  of  the  gofpel,  is  a  glo- 
rious, fpiritual  body,  and  hath  inward  power  belonging  to  it ;  and  though 
not  the  church  merely  a$-  men,  y^t  that  Spirit  and  power  in  the  church, 
ought  to  be  obeyed  by  every  member  thereof,  in  things  pertaining  to  God. 
So  it  was  in  the  apoflJes  days. ;  they  that  were  not  diforderly  and  unruly, 
were  obedient  to  the  Spirit  and  ppwer  of  God  in  the  apoftles  and  churches 
then,  2  Cor.  vii,  1 5.  and  chaj^.  xx'uc,  who  had  power  to  judge  thofe  that 
were  within,  i  Cor.  v.  12.  .  And[  thofe  that  arc  indeed  of  God,  will  be 
obedient  and  fubjedt  to  his  Spirit  and  power  in  his  church  now.  And 
there  is  nothing  elfe  defir/sd,  opt  obedience  to  the  I^ord^  as  he  moves, 
guides,  leads  and  orders,  bo;h  in  the  particular,  and  in  the.  general  • 

His  rcafons  why  he  doth  not  believe  that  he  ought  to  fubjedt  himfelf  to 
what  the  church  impofeth,  are  thefe :  For  then^  faith  he,  /  mujl  believe  that 
it  is  God  in  them,  which  doth  impofe  thofe  yokes  of  bondage  upon  their  brethren. 

Rem.  The  church  is  called  into  the  liberty  of  the  gofpel,  and  her  chil- 
dren are  born  of  the  word  immortal,  and  of  the  truth  which  makes  free ; 
and  it  is  not  the  church's  nature,  either  to  receive  or  impofe  yokes  of 
bondage,  but  to  (land  fail,  and  to  exhort  all  her  n^embers  to  ftand  faA^  in 
the  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  hath  made  them.free«  But  wl^re  there  is  any 
thing,  unruly,  or  contrary  to  the  power,  that  is  to  be  yokied  down  by  the 
power. 

And  the  particular  waiting  upon  God  in  his  Holy  Spirit,  light,  and 
power ;  the  Spirit,  light,  and  power,^  will  difcover  wiiat  is  dilbrderly,  and 
unruly,,  and  not  of  God  in  the  particular,  and  lay  a  yoke  upon  it.  The 
church  alio  waiting  upon  God,  in  their  meetings  together  in  his  name,  .the 
Lord  will  difcover  what  is  hurtful  to  the  body*,  and  conjtrary  to  the  life  of 
the  body,  and  lay  yokes  upon  it ;  and  he  that  refufeth  this  yoke,  keeps 
alive  \hdx  which  i$  impure  and  fleihly>  and  keeps  <£9WA  the  juft  ia  him- 

But, 
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But,  indeed,  he  that  doth  not  believe  God  in  his  church,  and  that  his 
Spirit,  life,  and  power,  fits  as  King  there ;  he  is  not  in  a  capacity ^o  obey 
aright,  becaufe  he  doth  not  difcern  nor  acknowledge  that  in  the  churchy 
which  alone  is  to  be  obeyed. 

Another  reafon  he  gives  is,  Becaufe  (he  faith)  be  muji  alfo  then  believe 
thai  the  cbtircb  is  infalUkkj  and  cannot  err. 

Rem.  The  Spirit  of  God  is  infallible,  the  power  whereby  the  church  was 
gathered  and  built  up,  is  infallible.  Chrift  is  infallible,  and  hath  given  to 
LIS  church  <rf  his  inrallible  Spirit ;  without  which  they  cannot  be  preferved 
or  aA  aright :  and  is  the  church  in  God  fallible  ?  And  this  Spirit  will  not 
fail  them  in  their  waiting  upon  him ;  and  the  church  which  is  one  with 
Chrift,  married  to  Chrift,  jomed  to  Chrift,  partaketh  of  his  holy,  living, 
and  infallible  nature. 

Judge  in  the  truth,  how  it  would  fuit :  an  holy  head,  an  unholy  body  ; 
a  living  head,  a  dead  body ;  an  infallible  head,  an  ele£i:  and  chofen  head  ; 
but  a  body  very  liable  to  be  deceived  and  err.  Hath  not  the  church  that 
Spirit,  that  life,  that  power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  her  head  with  her, 
that  is  able  to  keep  her  fix)m  erring  ?  And  is  it  not  her  eameft  travail  and 
defire  to  keep  to  it  herfelf,  and  to  have  all  her  members  kept  to  it  ?  And 
will  not  that  power  keep  and  prcferve  all  that  keep  to  it  ? 

He  addeth  further  to  the  foregoing  words,  fVbicb  thing  I  cannot  believe^ 
for  then  I  mufi  believe  tbefe  particulars  following. 

Firft,  /  muft  believe  that  they  are  as  infallible  as  God  is ;  and  that  it  is  as 
impale  for  them  to  err^  as  it  is  for  God  to  err. 

Anfw.  No.  A  man  may  believe  that  God  hath  given  to  his  church  a  glo- 
rious proponion  of  his  Spirit,  to  dwell  in  them,  and  guide  them,  as  his 
fons,  fpoufe,  and  wife ;  and  that  they  are  married  to  him  that  is  infallible, 
and  partake  of  a  ble(]^d  prqxirdon  of  his  nature ;  and  yet  not  believe 
that  they  are  as  infallible  as  God  is.  The  Lord  is  abfolutely  infallible  of 
himfelf ;  what  infallibility  die  church  hath,  is  by  gift,  by  union,  and  com- 
munion with  the  Lord  her  huft>and  and  Maker. 

But  doth  he  believe,  or  will  he  go  about  to  maintain,  that  the  church  hath 
nothing  of  the  infallible  Spirit  of  her  huft>and  ?  Or  that  (he  is  to  aft  in  a 
fiillible  fpirit  ?  Or  that  (he  is  to  aft  nothing  at  all  ?  But  only  dircft  men  to 
the  Kght  and  Spirit  within,  and  let  her  members  alone,  though  (he  infalli- 
bly (by  the  infallible  Spirit  and  power)  know  that  they  are  deceived  and  err, 
and  («  (with  the  anointed  eye;  that  they  are  going  from,  and  afting  con- 
trary to,  the  light  in  their  own  particulars  ?  If  (be  (hould  do  fo,  (he  would 
(hew  little  care  over  her  children,  and  fmall  regard  or  faithfiilnefs  to  him, 
who  hath  entrufted  her  with  his  own  Spirit  and  power,  for  edification  and 
falvation,  and  not  for  deftruftion. 

Secondly,  That  no  man  or  woman  fhall  ever  attain  to  any  bigher  meafure  ef 
the  grace  of  God  than  they ;  and  that  they  are  come  to  the  bighe/i  revelation  that 
can  be  attainable  by  the  Spirit  of  God* 

B  b  b  b  2  yinfw. 
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Anfw.  The  higheft  meaiure  k£  life  and  of  the  Spirit  is  not  lieteffiuy  for 
the  government  of  the  church ;  but  a  true  meafure.  And  a  true  meafure 
the  Lord  hath  ordained  for  his  church  ^  and  Chrift,  the  Head,  is  not  abfent 
from  his  church ;  but  prefent  with  it,  to  fupply  with  what  wifdom  and  pow<er 
.  he  feeth  neediul.  And  who^e  is  the  attainment  and  growth  in  grace  ?  Is  it 
in  the  church,  or  out  of  the  church  ?  Doth  not  the  Lord  add  to  the  church 
fuch  as  (hall  be  faved?  And  is  not  their  growth  there?  And  if  any  mem- 
ber be  blefied,  and  grow  ever  ib  abundantly  in  grace,  it  is  the  growth  of 
the  church,  and  the  church  is  gkd  of  it.  Now  if  it  be  a  true  growth, 
they  would  have  unity  with  the  church,  and  mind  the  peace  of  the  church, 
and  be  fubjeft  to  the  Spirit  and  pure  power  of  life  in  the  church ;  elfe  their 
growth  is  in  another  fpirit,  which  the  true  church  can  never  own. 

Thirdly,  And  that  there  is  no  more  to  he  made  known  by  the  Spirit  of  God^  in 
tbefons  and  daughters  of  men,  hut  what  ak'ead)/  is  made  known  to  them. 

Anfiv.  The  particular's  owning  a  meafure  of  life,  of  truth,  of  the  Spirit 
and  power,  doth  not  argue  there  is  no  more  to  be  made  known  or  re- 
vealcxi  in  the  particular.  And  the  church's  owning  a  fuller  meafure  dwdl- 
ing  in  the  body  than  in  any  one  particular  (for  the  greatefl  fuUnefs  in  any 
particular  doth  but  go  to  make  up  the  largenefs  or  fullneis  in  the  body), 
doth  not  argue  that  the  church  (haU  not  crow,  or  be  enlarged  or  filled  as 
it  grows.  But  if  he  intend  the  growth  of  any  departing  from  the  church, 
or  out  of  the  Spirit  of  life  of  the  church,  who  hath  her  life  from  the  Head, 
and  is  in  unity  with  the  Head,  that  growth  we  cannot  but  deny,  finding 
it  by  conftant  trial  and  experience  to  be  a  growth  in  nodon  and  cojnpie- 
hcnfion,  out  of  the  feeling  life  and  power. 

,  Now  this  kind  of  growth  I  do  not  defire  ever  to  know  \  the  Lord  alio 
preferve  others  out  of  it,  and  open  their  ears  to  hear  the  voice  of  Chrif^, 
and  of  his  church,  that  they  may  be  preferved  out  of  it !  For  had  this  been 
hearkened  and  kept  to,  things  had  been  better  with  many,  as  to  their  in- 
ward flate,  and  true  peace  with  the  Lord,  than  they  have  been. 

Fourthly,  Or  if  there  he  amy  thing  more  to  he  revealed  hy  the  Spirit  rf  Gody 
ihat  God  will  make  it  known  to  them^  and  to  none  elfe. 

Anfw^  The  true  church  doth  not  limit  God  where  he  (haU  reveal,  or  nor 
reveii  r  but  owneth  God  in  whatever  it  reveals  in  any  man  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth.  *  For  being  in  unity  with  God'9  Spirit,  and  born  of  the  immortal 
life,  they  are  in  the  feeling  fenfe  and  knowledge  of  what  came  from  the  life 
in  ages  pafl,  or  in  the  prefent  age,  and  are  in  unity  with  it;  yet  they 
know  the  Lord  revealeth  the  mydery  of  his  truth  and  kingdom  in  the 
churches,  and  the  growth  is  in  the  churches. 

Now. if  any  in  Lycifer's  nature  will  hearken  to  that  fpirit  which  defpfeth 
God's  church,  and  rend  from  it,  and  think  to  grow  above  it,  and  expeft 
this  growth  in  their  high  notions  and  comprehenfions  about  things,  in  that 
exalted  mind,  (hould  ht  owned  by  the  church,  they  will  be  miftaken  :  for 
the  true  Spirit,  which  knows  all  things^  and  guides  the  church,  wiU  not 

guide 
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guide  idie  <:l*ir<!l|  to  own  any  ^h  fpiric  or  grgFwth  %  but  to  judge  and  con* 
demn  it  in  its  grenteft  fpffeAdins  and  exakation. 

There  were  thofe  in  the  apolUe's  days  who  would  feenf)  to  be  grown  high^ 
and  to  be  fpiritual,  far  above  the  apofUes,  and  fuch  as  lay  low  in  the  truth, 
and  obeyed  the  holy  commandments,  and  yet  were  far  (hort  of  their  life,  as 
may  be  feen  abundandy  in  his  epiftles  to- the  church  of  Corinth.  But  what 
faith  the  apoftle  concerning  fuch  ?  If  any  man  think  bimfelf  a  prophet^  cr  fpiri- 
tual^  let  him  acknowledge  the  things  that  I  write  untoycu  are  the  commandments 
of  the  Lordj  i  Cor.  xii.  37.  And  did  not  he  give  commandments  about 
thofe  that  were  unruly,  and  would  not  be  fubjed:  to  the  order,  power,  and 
government  of  God's  Spirit  in  the  church  ?  And  did  not  the  apoftle  fay  of 
unruly  perfon$,  and  vain  talkers  and  deceivers,  that  mouths  muft  be  ftopped? 
7i/.  i.  10,  II.  What!  had  the  church  or  mihifters,  in  the  firft  promulgation  of 
the  gofpel,  power  to  ftop  mouths  ?  Yea ;  in  the  Spirit  that  was  in  them, 
and  with  them,  they  knew  which  were  the  v^  talkers,  the  unruly,  and  de- 
ceivers ;  and  what  mouths  were  to  be  ftopped,  and  what  power  would  ftop 
them. 

Fifthly,  he  faith.  Friends^  1  would  have  you  ferioujly  take  into  your  conjidera^ 
tionfome  of  your  doSrines  and  princ^les  which  are  commonfy  preached  among  us^ 
how  they  can  ft  and  with  God's  fyuerdgntyy  dominion^  and  glory  y  that  either  the 
feed  or  Godjbouid  arifo  in  man  ? 

Rem.  Cbrift  preached  a  feed,  even  the  kingdom,  like  a  grain  of  muf- 
tard-ieed,  and  the  feed  fown  in  man.  Now  if  it  was  ibwn  in  man,  in  his 
earthly  heart,  nature,  and  fpirit,  then  the  earth  was  over  it,  and  did  cover 
it,  and  it  was  to  fpring  up  or  arife  over  and  above  the  earth,  and  the  pure 
power,  wifdom  and  gbry  of  the  Father  to  appear  to  be  manifefted  in  it. 

Is  this  fuch  a  ftrange  dodnne  to  him  ?  Where  are  his  fpiritual  fenfes  ? 
How  was  he  convinced  ?  Was  it  without  the  ieeling  <^  the  feed  ?  If  he 
truly  felt  it,  where  did  he  feel  it  ?  Did  he  not  feel  it  in  the  earth  ^  Was 
there  not  much  over  it  ? 

I  am  fure  we,,  who  were  truly  convinced,  felt  it  fo ;  lek  the  pure  fted 
under  fufiering,  the  pure  life  under,  die  pure  meafure  of  truth  under,  and 
much  of  the  earth  over  it,  the  Lamb  flain  inwardly  by  fin  Md  tranfgre(fi<m ; 
and  bleifed  be  the  Lord,  we  felt  alio  the  earth  fudged,  and  removed  out  of 
its  place ;  the  eanh  ploughed  up,  and  the  feed  fpringing  over  all  that  is 
earthly,  and  growing  up  in  that  which  God  made  new,  over  that  which  was 
old 

And  did  not  God  arife  outwardly,  in  the  manifeftation  of  his  power  out-^ 
wardly,  among  the  out^ard^Jews  ?  And  doth,  not  he  arife  inwardly,  in  the 
manifeftation  of  histponer  inwardly,  among  the  inward  Jews  ?  Are  the  ene* 
mies  eii^cr.  Mattered  inwardly  till  God's  arifing  inwardly  P  What'  kind  of 
convincement  or  growth  hath  that  man  been  acquainted  ^tb,.  who  oiever 
«9perienQedith(3fe  things  i 

Now 
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Now  having  pcopofed  this,  be  ^Iceth  fotnc  queftions,  which  as  the  Lord 
(hall  open  my  Heart  I  may  renirn  anfwers  to ;  not  after  a  notional  way,  but 
as  the  Lord  hath  given  me  the  knowledge^  feeling,  and  experience  of  the 
thing. 

His  firft  queftion  is,  1Vb$tber  the  Ugbt^  or  Sprii^  Seed^  and  Gody  be  not  all 
one  and  the  fame  thing  ? 

Anfw.  God  is  the  fiillnefs,  the  feed  is  a  meafure  and  mamfeftation  of 
him,  the  infinite  fuUnefs.  ^nd  as  he  is  light  and  Spirit,  {o  the  feed  that 
comes  from  him,  or  that  the  good  hufbandman  lows,'  is  light  and  Spirit 
alfo. 

His  fecond  quefllion  is.  How  came  this  feed  of  God  to  be  under,  or  beneath, 
in  man  ? 

Anfw.  Any  man  that  knows  the  truth  in  holy  experience,  and  hath  been 
tempted,  and  let  in  fm  upon  him,  may  know  what  comes  then  under,  and 
how  it  comes  under.  The  Spirit  by  fin  is  grieved ;  yea,  the  Holy  Spirit 
may  be  quenched,  and  man  may  criicify  to  himfelf  the  Lord  of  glory. 

His  third  and  fourth  queftions  are,  What  fiioU  raife  it  up  ^  And,  Ej 
what? 

Anfw.  to  both.  The  power  of  God,  the  Spirit  of  God,  the  life  of  God, 
entering  into  its  own  in  man,  entering  into  the  wimefi^  raifeth  it  up, 
brings  that  under  which  refifted,  opprefled,  and  kept  it  down*  The  power 
of  the  Almighty,  by  his  out-ftretched  arm,  cruihetb  Pharaoh  inwardly,  and 
brings  his  fpiritual  feed  out  of  fpiritual  Eeypt,  Sodom,  and  Babylon ;  in 
all  which  the  Lord,  in  all  ages,  hath  inwiurmy  and  fjaritually  been  crucified 
by  them  that  have  refifted  his  Holy  SfMrit  in  the  pure  manifi^Udons  thereof; 
for  what  is  done  to  it,  is  done  to  him.  Saul,  Sand,  wby  perfeeut^  thou  me  f 

Laftly,  Whether  the  appearance  of  God  in  man,  to  man  by  his  Spirit,  be  not 
for  the  quickening  and  raifing  of  man,  both  foul  and  body,  out  of  a  ftate  of  bon- 
dage and  captivity  ? 

Anfw.  Yes,  it  is ;  but  how  doth  God  raife  up  man  ?  Is  it  not  by  joining 
him  to  his  feed,  and  cailfing  him  to  bow  to  his  feed,  and  fuffer  with  his 
feed,  and  deny  that  which  is  oxitrary  to  his  feed ;  fo  that  the  ieed,  which 
hath  been  srieved  and  burdened  with  fin  and  iniquity,  may  rife  up  over  it, 
and  crufii  tEe  head  of  the  ferpent,  in  the  authority,  power,  and  dominion  of 
the  Father's  life  ?  Who  of  the  redeeoied-ones,  that  haire  witnefled  true  re- 
demption, have  not  witnefled  God  bringing  that  up  which  was  down,  low, 
deep  in  the  heart,  and  bringing  that  down,  which  was  high  and  exalted 
over  it  ? 

But  for  the  raifing  of  God,  that  is  but  his  mifreprientation  of  this  found 
doctrine,  and  holy  eicperience :  for  Chrift  himfelf,  who  was  God,  and  the 
refurreftion  and  the  lite ;  yet  the  God*head  was  not  raifed  in  him,  but  the 
refurre&ion  and  the  life  raiied  that  body.  And:ihat  dfhiffl  which  he  fbwcth 
in  us,  and  which  di^eth  in  the  ibul,  through  the  foul's  fin^  he  laifetb  up 

in 
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in  his  cywn  holy  dominion,  in  them  that  come  to  fuffer  inxh  It,  and  to  bear 
the  crols  with  that  which  crucifieth  (in. 

This  is  found  doftrine,  and  found  experience,  unrverfally  experienced  by 
all  that  know  tlic  inward  trutli,  and  have  fubjefted  to  it.  They  have  felt 
what  truth  was,  and  where  it  was ;  and  what  it  is,  and  where  it  is ;  and 
what  they  arc  in  it,  and  by  it ;  bleflings  and  praifes  over  all  unto  him,  who 
by  the  working  of  his  moft  glorious  power,  hath  brought  this  about  in  a 
remnant  whom  the  Lord  hath  vifited,  and  (hewn  mercy  to. 

Let  him  wait  for  true  underftanding  firom  him  who  is  able  to  give  it, 
and  anfwer  me  this  one  queftion  then,  Dotb  not  the  devil^  the  enemy  of  man- 
kindy  bunt  after  the .  precious  life^  even  in  tbofe  that  come  to  witnefs  redemption 
in  meafure  from  bimf  And  if  at  any  time  tbey.  hearken  to  bis  temptations^  and. 
let  him  in^  dotb  not  the  life  receive  a  wound?  Is  not  the  Spirit  grieved?  Is  not 
the  tender^  righteous^  living  plant  hurt  ? 

Oh !  the  tender  mercy  of  God  to  permit  his  truth,  his  feed,  his  Son,  not . 
only  to  fuffer  for  man  without  the  gates  of  Jerufalcm,  but  alio  to  fuffer  in 
man,  even  in  the  ftreets  of  Sodom,  where  oiir  Lord  was  in  ages  pad  cru- 
cified, and  is  fpiritually  crucified  to  this  day )  Rev.  xi.  8. 
.  He  faith,  I'be  kingdom  of  heaven  is  within  all  men  and  women,  and  heaven  is . 
above  bell,  and  the  light  is  above  darknefs,  p.  7.  '     .     : 

Rem.  ii  he  mean  that  their  nature  is  fo,  I  grant  it ;  but  if  he  mean  that  t 
heaven,  or  the  light  which  is  heavenly,  is  uppermoft  in  men  who  are  un- 
der the  kingdom  and  power  of  darknefs,  he  is  utteiiy  miftaken :  for  in  the 
kingdom  where  Satan  and  amichrift  reign, -antidmft  is  there  exalted  (in  that 
heart)  above  all  that  is  called  God ;  even  above  the  light.  Spirit,  and  power 
which  ought  to  be  worlhipped  and  obeyed  there,  but  is  not  :..and  there  is 
need  of  the  arm  and  power  of  God  to  be  awakened,  and  to  put  on  flrengch 
there,  to  cut.Rahab,  wound  the  Dragpn,  and  bring  him  under,  andto 
bring  up  the  feed  into  his  heavenly  authority,  dominion,  and  power  (which 
is  due  unto  it)  in  that  heart. 

He  faith,  I'he  feed  is  to  redeem,  mtd  not  to  he  redeemed. 

Rem.  Tltts  is  true,  relating  to  the  feed,  as  it  is  in  itfelf :  but  as  God  has 
beftowed  it  on  man,  given  it  as  a  gift  in  man,  and  it  condefcends  to  his 
condition,  defcending  into  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth,  and  fuflfering  with 
man,  that  it  might  bring  man  into  its  death  and  fufferxngs,  and  fo  raife  him  in 
and  with,  itfelf ;  ib  the  mighty  power  of  )ife^  from  whence  it  came,  is  to  be 
revealed  in  it,  and  bring  it  out  of  Egypt,  and  the  darknefs  wherein  it  finds 
ipan,  and  in  the  tender  love*  of  God  to  man,  bears  a  ihare  yiixk  him.  It  is 
not  onlythe  Jew  outwardly  that  pierced  Chrift,  but  the  foid  inwaridly  by  tranf* 
gneOion  pierceth  his  life  and  Spirit  •,  and  as  it  comes  to  true  fenfe  and  faith, 
looks  upon  him  whom  it  h^h  pierced  by  fin,  and  mourns  bhtvriy  over  him, 
and  turns  from  and  hates  that*  fin  whereby  it  pierced  him. 

He  faith,  The  feed  in  both  man  and  woman  is  both  God  andChrifiy  and  is  above 
the  feed  of  tbeferpent  in  all,  and  be  is  in  bimfelf^  &c.  p.  7. 

Rem* 
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Rem.  Who. denies  that  God  and  Chrift,  and  the  holy  feed,  wfatch  areone 
in  nature,  though  not  in  meafure  and  fullnefs,  as  he  is  in  himfelf,  is  above 
the  feed  of  the  feipent  ?     ' 

He  addeth  further,  Neither  bath  matfs  mind  beenfo  blinded^  that  be  twii 
not  fee  his  fins  by  the  lights  P.  8.  L.  38,  (as  correftcd  by  the  errata.) 

Rem.  There  is  an  eye  that  the  God  of  this  world  blinds,  that  it  may  noc 
fee  the  glorious  (hinings  of  the  light,  2  Cor.  iv.  3,  4.  And  the  eye  that 
is  blind  cannot  fee,  till  God  opens  it.  The  outward  eye  cannot  fee  the 
(hining  of  the  outward  fun,  but  as  it  is  opened ;  nor  can  the  inward  eye 
lee  inward  things,  but  as  the  Lord  opens  it.  Paul  was  fent  to  the  Gentiles, 
to  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  firom  darknefs  to  light,  jfSs  xxvL  18. 
So  that  man's  eye  is  blinded,  that  though  the  light  fliine  in  the  darknels, 
yet  he  cannot  fee,  nor  walk  in  the  way  of  the  light,  but  as  God  an<»ats 
and  opens  his  eye ;  anoint  thine  eyes  with  eye^dve^  tb^a  tb$u  mayefi  fte^  Re?. 
ui.  18. 

But  I  befeech  him,  in  the  tender  bowels  of  love,  to  confider  where  his 
Handing  is,  and  what  it  is  in  him  that  brings  forth  theie  things ;  for  I  am 
fure  it  is  not  the  true  light,  where- with  God  hath  fliined  in  the  heuts  of 
his  people,  and  doth  fhine  at  this  day.  He  miftakes  the  true  light  in  others, 
and  calls  it  darknefs  s  and  alfo  miftakes  the  darknefs  in  himfelf,  and  calls  it 
light :  and  whither,  after  this  rate,  may  he  wander  in  his  uncertain  notiaos 
and  comprehenfions ;  and  while  he  is  thus  talking  of  God,  and  heaven, 
and  the  light  within,  let  him  take  heed  left  he  be  Ifbund  among  them  who 
blaipheme  God,  and  his  tabernacle,  and  them  that  dwell  in  heaven  ? 

What  I  have  hitherto  took  notice  of,  may  fufficiendy  manifeft,  even  to 
himfelf,  could  he  retire  low  enough,  where  the  true  underftanding  and 
knowledge  is  given,  how  he  hath  erred  from  the  true  light,  and  but  pie- 
tended  to  it,  and  not  been  led  by  it,  in  what  he  faath  now  writ. 

.  As  for  the  other  part  of  his  book,  though  I  could  fay  much  to  it,  if  the 
Lord  did  require  me  *,  yet  finding  it  chiefly  to  be  matter  of  notion  and  cti- 
ticifm,  my  heart  is  not  engaged  to  meddte  with  it ;  for  it  is  not  in  me,  to 
bring  people  into  fuch  critical  difputes,  about  an  invifible  man,  or  inviiible 
woman,  or  who  was  the  firft  invifible  man  v  which  one  while  he  feems  to 
call  God  or  Chrift:,  another  while  the  fon  of  perdition,  or  power  of  dark- 
nefs, the  firft  invifible  man,  as  page  21.  for  wliich  I  am  fatisfied,  he 
can  produce  no  fcripture ;  which  he  requires  of  friends,  for  what  they 
afifert. 

I  muft  confefs,  I  fee  no  profit  in  his  meddling  with  fuch  things,  but  ra- 
ther a  drawing  the  minds  of  the  people  into  forbidden  knowledge^  and  airy 
comprehenfion  about  the  heavenly  things,  and  feeding  that  part  in  them- 
felves  which  (hould  not  thus  be  fufFered  to  fly  aloft,  but  be  kept  under. 

And  happy  were  it  for  him,  if  he  could  feel  the  truth,  feed,  and  life 
(which  is  grieved  in  him),  rife  above  them,  trample  them  down,  and  reign 

over 
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orer  ttem :  but  he  muft  eaipericnGe  gr^at  humility^  and  a  1m|;  iMTe}*  be- 
fore  he  can  come  to  witnefs  this. 

.  As  for  his  denying  bimfelf  tobe  of  us  ;  indeed  hd  bath  fufficiently  mani*^ 
felled  by  cliis  book,  and  by  his  ftrange  .nodons  and  comprehenfions  therein, 
fbat  he  is  not  c^  us  \  but  a  ftranger  to  that  life,  fptritaiia  power,  which  hath 
gathered,  guideth,  and  preierveth  us  out  of  fuch  paths  as  thefe. 

And  oh !  that  he  did  not  hug  fi>  many  notions  (and  thofe  very  ftrange 
ones  tOQ^  contrary  to  the  truth  and  holy  experience^  in  the  hearts  of  God's 
redeemed  pnes^  and  the  holy  fcripturesi  as  hath  been  already  fliewed),  and 
get  fuch  comprehenfions  into  his  brain,  concerning  the  faving  power ;  but 
wait  to  defceml)  and  come  down  thith^,  where  he  may  feel  it  in  his  heart, 
and  that  will  preferve  him,  for  the  future,  from  fuch  contradidtions  and 
confufions,  which  the  other  part  of  his  book  is  alfo  too  fiill  of;  which,  if 
the  Lord  pkafe,  he  may  draw  forth  fome  other  to  lay  open,  for  the  vindi- 
cation of  truth,  and  its  true  teftimony,  from  his  fpirit  and  falfe  teftimony^ 
Uttered  in  very  ftxange  and  extravagant  expreffions ;  not  at  all  fuiuble  to 
the  nature  of  truth,  but  rather  to  the  nature  of  that  dark  fpirit  from  whence 
it  came ;  which  the  Lord  of  his  tender  mercy  manifeft  to  him,  and  redeem 
him  from,  into  a  tender,  living,  humble  ienfe  of  the  meek  and  lowly  ptit^ 
ciple  of  life  in  the  heart. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

SINCE  the  writing  of  the  former,  and  my  not  intending  td  rteddk 
with  the  reft,  there  hath  fomething  lain  upon  file,  as  to  fome  few  paf- 
fages  therein  alfo,  to  write  a  few  Words,  by  w^y  of  teftimony  to  one  ot 
two  particulars  therein :  but  that  which  mainly  lay  upon  me,  was  fomewhat 
in  relation  to  his  Poftfcript ;  he  looking  upon  it  as  fo  unanfwcfable,  and 
yet  fo  plain  and  clear  an  anfwcr  arifing  tcr  it  in  my  heart. 

jF/ry?,  As  to  his  main  controvetfy  with  friends,  about  the  CBfiJi  that  died 
at  Jerufalem  (he  affirming,  ^bat  neither  jujlification  nor  condemnation  is  by 
him  i  and  reproaching  friends,  as  having  goite  back  to  the  profejfofs  Cbrift  and 
Saviour^  who  died  without  the  gates  of  Jerufakmy  as  page  17.  21.  26.);  thii 
is  in  my  heart  to  fay : 

Rem.  Is  Chrift  divided  ?  Is  there  one  Chrift  that  died  withoUf  the'  gafeJ 
of  Jerufalem,  and  another  that  did  not  die  ?  Or  is  it  riot  the  (kf(\t  L6rd 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  died  without  the  gates  of  Jerufalem,  acc6fdiTig  to  thd 
fleftio  and  yet  lv»  then  alive  in  the  Spirit  ?  Do  we  affirm  that  the  God-hwd 
died  ?  (No,  we  do  nbt  fo  much  a's  affitm,  that'  bis  foul  diedy  as  he  d6th,  pagi 
19.)'  but  according  to  the  flefli  he  died;  that  is,  he  who  was  the  fefUrltCr 
rion,  and  the  life,  hid  down  his  life,  and  took  it  up  again,  accWding  t(S 
the  commandment  of  his  Father. 

• 
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'  Thus  we  have  been  taught  of  God  to  believe,  and  thus  to  hold  k  far(h» 
And  we  have  no  other  juftifier,  condemner.  Saviour,  or  inrerccffor,  ih«i 
be  that  laid  down  the  life  ci  the  body,  ofiering  it  up  a  iacrifice  to  his  Fa- 
ther, without  the  gates  of  Jerufalem.  IVho  is  be  tbatjuftiJUtb  ?  Is  it  not  God, 
in  and  through  him  f  And,  Who  is  be  that  condemnetb  ?  Is  it  not  Cbriji  thai 
died?  And  where  did  he  die  ?  Was  it  not  without  the  gates  of  Jerulalem  I 
Tea  rather^  that  is  rifen' again,  &c.  Rtm.  viii*  33,  34. 

Secondfyy  The  next  thing  that  lies  upon  roe  to  take  notice  of,  is  writing 
agabft  fenfe,  and  difowning  the  exhortation  to  come  to  a  feafe^  and  to  wait 
in  a  fenfe,  and  abide  in  a  fenfe,  &r.  zs  page  25. 

.  RAn.  Though  I  have  given  a  touch  at  this  already,  in  the  foregoing  part,  yet 
there  is  fomewhat  more  Ucs  upon  me.  The  inward  man,  the  new  man,  the  fpi- 
ritual  man^  hath  inward  and  fpiritual  ienfes.  Chrift's  iheep  have  fpiritual 
ear?  to  hear  his  voice  with  -,  and  a  fpiritual  eye  is  given  to  the  fpiritual  man^ 
to  &e  him  who  otberwife  is  invifible. 

*  There  is  alfo  a  fpiritual  tafte  to  favour  and  diftinguifh  between  that  which 
is  living,  and  that  which  is  dead ;  between  that  which  is  corrupt  and  un- 
wholeibme,  and  that  which  is  wholefonie  food :  and  by  the  exercife  of  thefe 
fenfes,  the 'children  of  God  become  more  and  more  ikilfii]  in  diicerning  be- 
tween good  and  evil,  Heif.  v.  14*  And  in  this  living  fenfe,  the  ele£t  ay 
unto  God'^ainfl  their  enemies,  and  are  heard  and  preferved  by  him,  and 
ihall  in  due  tihie  be  fuUy  delivemd,  Luie  xviii.  7,  8. 

The  truly  living  are  truly^  fenfiBle.  Indeed^  if  he  could  take  away  die 
fenfe  of  life,  and  the  judgnient  of  life  from  God's  people,  it  were  an  eafy 
matter  to  deceive  them  with  fuch  kind  of  notions  and  comprehenfions,  as 
he  hath  brought  forth  in  this  his  *  book.  But  the  Lord  hath  given  a  living 
fenfe  or  fenfes  to  his,  and  pure  living  judgnient  therein ;  which  their 
minds  being  kept  to,  it  is  impoflible  for  this  fpirit,  or  any  fuch  like,  with, 
all  its  inchantments^  to  prevail  upon  them,  becaufe  the  flieep's  ear  knows 
the  found  and  voice  of  lifp,  from  the  found  and  voice  of  death,  let  anti- 
chrift  transform  in  any  of  his  minifters  ever  fo  myfteriouQy. 

He  faith,  God  is  not  a  fenfe j  nor  is  bis  Spirit  a  fenfe. 

.  Rem.  It  is  not  for  him,  in  his  notional  way,  to  fay  what  God  is ;  he  that 
made  the  eye,  ftiall  not  he  fee  ?  He  that  made  the  ear,  Ihall  not  he  hear  ? 
Doth  he  bejget  his  childrcji  into  a  living  fenfe,  and  beftow  living  fenfes  up- 
on them  ?.  And  hath  not  he  the  thing  in  himfelf  much  more  f 

'  But  let  me  a(k  him  this  queftion  -,  did  God,  the  holy  begetter  of  life*. 
ever  beget  him  into  a  living  fenfe  ?  If  not^  he  was  never  of  us ;  if  the 
L^rd  did,  let  him  wait  to  be  begotten  fo  again,  and  he  0iall  loon  be  one  of 
us  again,  and  judge  in  the  true  Spirit,  life,  and  power,,  what  he-  hath  here 
writ  and  publiflied  abroad  in  the  wrong ;  and  he  ihall  no  longer  believe,, 
that  this  his  writing  was  written  from  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  in  him  (as  he 
exprcffcth,  page  2-1.  )»*  '^ut  (hall  experience  the  life  of  Jefus  condemning  it  in 
his  own  bcartj  as  I  am  fure  it  hath  done  and  dotk  in  mine,  and  cannot 

but 
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but  do  in  all  that  have  been  gathered  to,  and  abide  in,  that  which' Ibeepeth 
liTingjy  fenfible: 

*Th$rMy^  The  third  thing,  ai>d  that  which  molt  lies  upon  me^  is  that 
charge  of  his  upon  friends.  That  tbey^do  Jhew  more  htimagej  reverewe^  and 
obtdience  to  the  form  outwardly,  than  to  the  power  vf  God  inwardfy  \  and  that 
they  warjhip  the  form  beyond  tbepow^y  becaufe  they  keep  their  bats  on  when  they 
wait  and  worjhip  in  Jilmee  \  but  in  pnUis  frayer,  bath  men  and  women  either 
fiaud  up^  or  elfe  kneel,  iown^  and  the  men  all  put  off  their  bats :  herein  (he 
faith)  thy  warjhip^  reverenee^  and  adore  the  forsf^  Mtwardfy ;  and  the  wordSy 
more  than  the  word  of  life  in  their  hearts^  &c«  This  praSice  be  would  have 
them  vindicate^  -  if  they  can :  Indeed  be  hatb  fiffieientlf  eondemned  itj  and  more 
than  God  hath  allowed  him  to  do^  or  miU  jufiify  him  in. 

Rem.  The  thing  is  nakedly  and  plainly  thus  $  .the  great  God,  by  the  arm 
of  bis  power,  hath  gathered  a  people  to  himfelf,.  and  taught  them  to  wor** 
lliip  him  in  his  own  Spirit  and  truth  \  yea,  he  hath  taught  us  to  Ipe  con* 
itinually  retired,  and  upon  our  watch^  and  in  bis  fear^  eyeing-  andi^lrd- 
ing  him  in  all  we  do.    •  .  .    1./ 

Beiides  this,  he  hath  appointed  us  (bleo^n  dniesi  of  meeting  tc^ether,  to 
wprlb^p  him;  in  which  times  we  do,  in  a^jnore  folemn,  and  after  a  mora 
efpecial  manner,  retire  to  feel  his  prefence  with  us^  and  holy  Spirit  and 
power  working  in  our  Iiearts,  and  miniftering  to  us;  'Aqd,  tblefied'  be  the 
Lord,  he  is  dill  fouxid,  according^  his  prmiife,  in  the  midft  of  us;  and 
doth  give  us  pure  ^breatheings  aftof  him,  and  pure  fenfe  of  him,  and  pure 
praiics  to  him  ^  even  praifes  from,  and  in,  tfaatiwfaich  is  pure*  . 

Yet,  while  we  are  fitting  thus  waiting,  .or. when  breathcings.  or  praifes 
arife,  we  are  not  taught  or  required  of  the  Lord  to  'pull  off  our  hacs,  or 
kneel  on  our  knees. 

But  when  the  Lord  moveth  and  calleth  any  forth  (for  the  afiembly,  or  in 
the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  ailembly)  to  offer  prayer  or  praifes  to 
God ;  then,  to  fignify  our  unity  in  the  Spirit,  and  our  joint  reverence  to 
our  God,  we  are  moved  either  to  kneel,  or  (land,  as  the  Lord  fhall  incline 
our  hearts,  and  to  uncover  our  heads  before  him.  And  in  this  we  do  not 
adore  the  form,  as  our  God  knoweth  and  beareth  witneis ;  but  him  who 
hath  taught  us  the  form,  and  who  teacheth  us  to  condnue  therein,  and 
juftifieth  us  in  the  ufe  and  pradice  thereof.    . 

And  what  fpxrit  is  this  that  condemneth  us  after  this  vaundng  manner, 
as  if  he  had  brought  forth  fuch  a  manifeft  evidence  of  our  adoring  the 
form,  as  could  not  be  anfwered  ? 

The  laft  thing  which  lies  on  me  to  take  notice  of,  is  thole  words  about 
the  clofe  of  his  poftfcript ;  I  have  yet  another  book,  that  is  written  in  and 
from  the  Spirit  of  God  5  the  tendency  of  which  book  is,  for  the  overthrowing  of 
all  antichrtji^s  mini/lers  in  this  nation,  &c. 

Rem.  This  teftimony  lies  on  my  heart  concerning  him,  that  he  is  not  in  a 
condition,  or  capacity,  to  write  or  fpeak  in  or  from  God's  Spirit.    He  may 

C  c  c  c  2  pretend 


5^4 


POSTSCRIPf. 


pre^ndf  to  fiare  written  this,  or  to  wrke  another  book,  from  Gotfis  Spirit^ 
but  he  doth  but  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  vain  in  (o  doing,  and  the 
Spirit  of  the  Loapd  will  without  doubt,  through  feme  of  thofe  tHat  are  in 
him  that  is  true,  give  a  fure  and  certain  found,  and  teftimony,  againft  his 
falfe  pretences. 

Oh !  that  he  could  indeed  think,  or  write,  or  fpeak  againft  antichrift's 
minifters,  and  againft  the  fpirit  of  antichrift-,  which  if  ever  he  be  abte  from 
God  to  do,  he  muft  firft  fee  how  antichrift  hath  prevailed  over  him,  and 
darkened  him,  and  how  he  dwelleth  and  reigneth  in  bb  heart,  as  if  he 
were  God ;  yea,  he  muft  deny  his  prefent  light  and  Ipirit,  and  call  it  no 
more  Chrift ;  but  feel  that  which  is  now  little  and  low  in  him  rife  (through 
his  fenfe  of  it,  and  fubje^kion  to  it)  over  that  which  is  now  fo  high,  and  fo 
exalted  above  the  meafure  of  truth  in  his  own  heart ';  which,  if  it  were  fo» 
or  might  once  be  fo,  how  glad  would, my  (bul  be  for  his  &ke,  which  is  now 
grieved  to  fee  him  &  lifted  up^  abd  lb  miftdten,  and  fo  deeply  to  err, 
both  omcerning  himfelf,  and  God's  pec^Ie,  church,  and  cninifters,  and 
concerning  God's  light  and  Spirit ;  denying,  debafing,  and  cafling  down 
that,  to  exalt  himfelf ; '-  t3ut  fo  he  might  fet  up  the  wrong  inftead  of  tt^ 
fight,  and  be  juftified  and  owned  by  the  one,  feeing  he  carmot  by  th6 
other! 

The  Lord,  if  it  be  his  will,  in  tender  merey  to  him,  bring  him  down 
from  his  high  feat,  and  exalt  that  holy  blood  of  the  oo^nant,  which  is  now 
ttsmphd  under  foot  by  him,  that  his  foul  may  be  laved,  and  i^  perifli 
for  ever  (in  the  day  that  never  (hall  have  end)  from  the  prefence  of  the 
Zx)rd,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power.    Amen. 
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Power,  anid  Authority  of  G  O  D'.s  Spirit^  ,14 
Governing  his  CHURCH,  teftt^ted  to«. 
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By  one  whom  it  hatb  0Cafcd  the  Lord  to  make  a  Member  of  the  Church,, 
which  h^  bath  gathered,  and  prefervetli  by  his  own  Almighty  Arm  5  who 
accountcth  it.  his  Duty  and  Honoyr  in  the  Lord,  to  be  fubjeft  to  the 
Govemuobent  and  Ordering  of  his  ,Spirjt  aiid  Power  in  his  Church,  ' 
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^iat  ye  fuhmt  yfmrfelves  unto  fiuh^  ant  to  totry  one  tiat  be^eth  mtif  «f,  and 

laboureth^  i  Cor.  xvi.  16. 
O^ey  them  that  bav£  the  rule  over  yoUy  and  fuhmt  your/elves ;  for  they  watcb 
for  your  fouls^  as  tbey  tbat  nu^  give  account^  tbat  they  mi^  do  it  with  j(^j 
and  not  with  grief -^  for  tbat  is  unprofitable  for you^  Heb.  xiii.  17. 
JJkewife,  ye  younger y  fuhmit  yourfelves  unto  the  elder  ;  yea^  all  of  you  be  fub^ 
je£l  one  to  another y  and  be  cloatbed  with  humility :  for  Godrejijtetb  tbeproud^ 
.  and giijetb  grace  to  the  bumbkj  i  Peter  v.  5. 
jlmi  be  not  drunk  with  wine^  wherein  is  excefs :  but  be  filled  with  the  Spirit  ^and 

Jiibnntting yourfelves  one  to  another  in  the  fear  ^  Gody  Ephm.  v.  18.  ^l^ 
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UPON  oocafion  of  the  Aiffining  of  our  dear  friends  and  brethren  in 
New*England,  cruel  impriibntnents,  many  hard  ufages,  and  at  laft 
(lome  of  them)  death  itfelf,  for  their  obedience  and  faith^l  teftimony  to 
the  Lord,  and  his  precious  truth ;  and  becaufe  of  the  undue  covering  there* 
of,  by  the  grounds  and  caufeapsoduded  u> juftify  their  proceedings i  I  was 
encaged  to  (hew  the  nakednefs  and  unreafonablenels  thereof,  in  a  book, 
intituled,  ^^  An  Examinadon  of  the  Grounds  or  Caufcs,  which  are  fiud  to 
^'  induce  the  Court  of  Bofton  in  New-England,  to  make  that  Order  or  Law 
^^  of  Banifliment  upon  pain  of  Dea(hagainft  the.  Quake r.s,  Csfc."  Whert- 
unco  fomewhat  was  added  (being  very  proper  to  the  fubjeft  in  hand)  about 
the  authority  and  government  which  Chrift  excluded  out  of  his  church, 
which  alfo  occafioaed  fomewhat  concerning  the  true  church-government. 

Now  this  latter  part  (abotit  church-government)  hath  been  fo  mi/iepre- 
fented,  as  if,  becaufe  the  wrong  church- government  was  excluded,  the  ex- 
clufion  of  all  church-government  was  intended  by  me,  there  being  no  no- 
tice taken  .of  my  oyrning  the  true  church-goyernment,  but  only  fomc  pat 
f^es  of  my  diibwning  the  falfe- product,  as  if  chey  intended  to  overturn 
and  deny  all  church-government,  which  never  was  intended  by  me :  for  in 
that  very  book,  which  is  thus  made  ufe  of,  I  did  pofitively  affirm  the  neccf- 
fity  and  ufe  of  the  true  church-government,  which  may  more  fully  appear 
in  that  which  hc^aftcr  fidlaws^.. 
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O  R  the  manifeftmg  that  I  am  mifrqwefcnted,  and  the  clearing  of 
my  innocency  from  thofe  mifreprefentations,  this  is  on  my  heart  i 

'  Firft^  To  fct  down  thofe  words  which  John  Pennyman  hath  cited  out  of 
that  part  of  my  book  which  fpeaks  of  the  authority  and  government 
which  Chrift  excluded  out  of  his  church. 

Secondhf^  To  add  (bmewhat^  in  way  of  confirmation  of  that  truth  and 
tender  fenfe,  which  was  then  upon  my  heart. 

7'birdfyy  To  propofe  ibme  queftions,  as  I  (hall  find  them,  ariie  in  my 
heart,  further  to  open  and  manifeft  the  intent  of  my  heart  in  this 
thing. 

Fourtbfyy  To  annex  fomewhat,  which  is  mentioned  and  immediately 
added  in  the  very  fame  part  of  the  book,  concerning  true  church- 
government  %  which  plainly  manifefteth  that  I  was  not  againft  the  true 
church  government,  nor  did  mention  or  intend  any  of  thole  things  to 
hinder,  deny,  or  oppofe  the  true  church-government>  of  which  I  do 
there  infer  an  abfolute  neceffity. 

Fifthly^  It  is  on  my  heart  to  add  a  few  confiderations  further,  concern- 
ing the  neceility,  ufefulnefs,  and  benefit  of  the  true  church-govern-^-, 
ment. 

The  firft  words  John  Pennyman  cites  out  of  this  part  of  my  book,  con- 
cerning the  authority  and  government  which  Chrilt  excluded  out  of  his. 

churchj,  from  Matt.  xx.  25,  to  29.  aretbefe» 

* 
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H$r£  Chriji  cuts  off  that  power  and  authority^  which  gro^vs  up  in  tk  csmtpt 
nature  of  matij  which  was  ever  and  anon  Jpringing  up  even  in  tk  iifci- 
plu  s  Uri  hi  wholly  ixcludes  U  otit  of  'his  cburchy  and'fittb  Sfrtftf,  hi 
would  JM^oe  mjucb  things  amongfi  thtffi^  m  fucb  hittd  of.grcatnefs^  mjd 
kind  of  authority. 

Confirm.  It  is  the  full  belief  of  my  heart,  th^t  Chrifl:  hath  cut  off  tkt 

power  and  authority  which  grows  up  in  the  corrupt  nature  of  man,  and 

wholly  excluded  it  out  of  his  -  church,  even  very  exprefly  in  this  foreciicd 

fcriptorc;  phiinly  frgmfyiDg  therein,  that  lie  would  have  nofuchkiiidoi 

^greatncfs,  no  fach  kind  of  authority  among  hi^  gathered  and  chofeiipc(^k, 

Sluefi.  But  doth  this  fignify  or  imply,  that  he  would  have  no  authority  2! 
all  ?  Doth  this  exclude  the  authority  and  government  of  his  Spirit  and 
power  in  his  church?  Doth  not  he,  notwithftanding  this,  fay,  Gottli^ 
ihurch  f  And  enjoin  the  members  of  the  church  to  hear  the  church,  upon 
the  penalty  of  being  accounted  Heathens  and  publicans  ?  And  did  not  the 
Holy  Ghoft  make  and  appoint  ovcrieers  over  the  church  ?  Mi  xx.  28. 
And  what  is  an  overfcer  ?  Or  in  what  were  they  to  overfee  ?  Were  they  not 
to  overfee  in  tbe  true  fight,,  to  which  every  child  of  l^ht  is  to  be  ix^} 
Aoc^  they  that  did  reTift  the  Bght»  Spirit,  and  power  of  tlic  Hoiy  Ghoft  Id 
any  of  the  overfeers ;  were  they  not  unruly,  and  departers  frota  the  li^ 
in  thraifelves ;  thowh  tfacy  might  pretend  they  were  ftifl  for  the  light,  aod 
thtt  it  waa.  the  avertaers  that  were  dtptrted  aiul  errod  from  it  ? 

The  next  Words  he  cfte^  are  tfacfe  : 

TWO  things  are  here  excluded  hy  Chrift^  from  whence  all  tie  mfiH^! 
arifeth  in  tbe  churchy  all  the  tyranny  and  opprejjion  of  mens  cenfd^^^^y 
and  of  their  perfonSj  efiates  md  liberties  for  confcience-fake.  Fiffti  GTe(^'^ 
nefs :  Secondly^  The  exerc^fing  dominion  and  authority  by  tbojt  that  ''J^odu 
be  great  therein. 

Co^rm.  It  is  my  befief,  that  all  the  mifchiclf  irt  the  cTiurcb,  tyranny, 
and  oppreflion  of  mens  confciences^  and  of  their  perforts,  eftates,  and  li- 
berties for  confeience-iake^  doth  arife  from  a  wrong  greatnefs,  and  from 
the  exercifing  of  a  wrong  dominion  and  authority,  by  thofe  that  would  be 
great  Aerein  j  and  that  thefe  two  things  are  here  exchided  by  Chrift,  ifl  ^1^^ 
forementioned  fcripture. 

_^efl.  But  is  there  not  a  true  greatnefs?  Thofe  that  lie  low  before  tk 
Lord,  and  haVe  humbkd  themfelves  under  his  mighty  hand  5  doth  not  the 
liord  exalt  them  ih  <Jue  time,  filling  them  with  his  Spirit,  life,  virtue,  and 
power?  And  is  not  that  greaD^n- thefe  ?  And' are  they  ndt  highly fevourtd, 
and-^xaked  in  tht  eye  of  thfe  Lprd  therein  ?  (Oh!  none  l^nows  how  great 

tVofe  are  in  the  eye  of  the  Lord^  who  are  poor  and  low,  and  nothing  in 

their 
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their  owh  eyes !)  And  is  there  not  a  true  authority  and  dominioa  of  God*s 
Spirit  in  the  church  in  general,,  as  well  as  in  the  particular,  over  the  fpirit 
and  power  of  darknefs?  Becaufe  of  which  Spirit,  becaufe  of  which  power, 
becaufe  of  which  holy  authority  and  dominion,  the  gates  of  hell  fliaU  not 
^e  able  to  prevail  againft  it. 

His  next  citation  is  this  (which  though  ibmewhat  long,  I  am  willing  to 
recite  punAually,  that  my  innocency  may  the  more  appear.) 


f  I  ^ 


HIS  fpirit  muft  be  kept  out  from  amongji  you^  this  afpiring  fpirit^  this  lofty  ^ 
ruling  fpirit^  which  loves  to  be  greats  which  loves  to  have  dominion^which 
would  exalt  itfelf  becaufe  of  the  gifts  it  hath  received^  and  would  brifig 
others  into  fubjeSlion  \  this  fpirit  muji  be  fubdued  amongft  Chrifi's  difciples^ 
or  it  will  ruin  all.  The  Lord  gives  grace  and  knowledge  for  another  end^ 
than  for  men  to  take  upon  them  to  be  greats  and  rule  over  others  becaufe 
of  it.  And  he  J  that  becaufe  of  this^  thinks  himfelf  fit  to  rule  over  other 
nuns  confdencesy  and  to  make  them  bow  to  what  he  knows^  or  takes  to  be 
truths  he  lofeth  his  own  life  thereby  \  andfo  far  as  he  prevails  upon  others^ 
he  doth  but  dejlrey  their  life  too.  Therefore  the  difciplcs^  or  church  of  Chrifi^ 
are  to  watch  over  every  fuch  fpirit ;  to  beat  it  down^  to  tejlify  againft  it^ 
to  turn  from  it^  to  lay  it  flatj  to  put  it  in  its  proper  place^  that  isy  beneath 
ally  and  fo  not  tofuffer  it  to  arife. 

Before  I  come  to  the  confirmation  of  this,  I  judge  it  meet  to  ftt  down 
the  foregoing  claufe  or  paragraph  omitted  by  him,  which  will  very  much 
help  to  clear  the  naked  df ift  and  intent  of  thefe  words.  The  foregoing 
paragraph  runs  thus ; 

Such  a  kind  of  greatnefs  as  is  in  the  worlds  is  the  deftruSion  of  the  life  of 
Chrifi  \  and  fuch  a  kind  of  dominion  and  authority  as  is  among  the  nations^ 
is  a  direS  over  turning  of  the  kingdom  of  Cbrift.  It  fets  up  another  power 
than  Chrifi'Sy  another  greatnefs  than  Chrijt\  another  kind  of  authority 
than  Chrifi^ s ;  and  fo  eats  out  the  virtue  and  life  of  bis  kingdom^  and  makes 
it  jufi  like  one  of  the  kingdoms  of  this  world. 

This  (which  immediately  went  before)  bein^  thus  added,  mav  fufficlently 
c^en  the  thing  of  itfelf.  Yet  for  further  fatisra£tion,  I  fhall  add  a  confirma- 
tion to  the  truth  of  that  which  he  hath  cited  *,  and  that  in  feyeral  partitulars, 
becaufe  of  the  length  i£  the  citation. 

-Cof^tm.  Firfty  An  afpiring  fpirit,  a  lofty,  ifuling  fplfit,  which  loves  to  be 
ereat,  which  loves  to  have  dominion,  whicll  would  cX^t  itfelf,  ^fr.  mud: 
be  kept  out  from  among  the  difciples  and  churcji  of  Chrift  There  mtiiS 
HQt  be  fuch  a  fpirit,  or  loving  to  be  great,  or  (bch  a  ruling  anong  them, 
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as  is  in  the  world.  No  v  life  alone,  the  Spirit  alone,  the  humble  feed  alone, 
the  truth  alone,  the  grace  alone,'  mutt  rule  among  them;  atid  God  forbid 
'  the.  authority  and  government  thereof  fliould  be  ftopt  in  any-  It  cannot 
t)e  well  with  the  church  that  it  (hould  be  fo,  that  God's  Spirit  fhould  be 
grimed  or  quenched,  or  flopped  in  its  holy  way  of  governing  and  order- 
ing the  church  of  its  own  building. 

,  Second^  That  which  would  exalt  itfelf  becaufe  of  the  gifts  it  hath  re- 
ceived, and  would  bring  others  into  fubje&ion;  ^his  fpirit  mttftbeftibdued 
aaiong  Chrift's  difciples,  or  it  will  ruin  all,  God:  alone,  Chnft  alone,  the 
Spirit  alone,  the  truth  alone,  the  feed  alone,  is  to  be  exalted  in  the  church  % 
riot  fleJh,  not  felf,  not  the  afpiring,  lofty,  ruling  fpirit, 
^,  i'bird^  The  Lord  gives  grace  and  knowledge  for  another  end,  than  for 
)Tieh  to  take  upon  them  to  be  great,  and  rule  over  others  becaufe  <£  il 
*  Man,  without  grace  and  tn)c  knowledge,  is  high  and  exalted,  and  would 
be  ruling  over,  and  fubjedinfi;  others;  but  true  grace  and-  knowkc^ 
|)rin^  man  down,  and  keeps  him  low,  even  out  of  every  defire  of  aipir- 
jing  and  ruling  bver  others,  in  eameft  breatheings  and  endeavours  that 
Jboth  the  gr^ce  and  fpirit  may  teach,  and  rule  both  over  himielf  and  others. 

Tdurthy  Becaufe  God^  hath  given  a  fnari  knowledge,  he  muft  not  take  upon 
him  to  rule  over  others  with  his  knowledge.  Chriut  did  not  rule  over  his  dif- 
ciples with  his  knowledge,  riof  nequire  them  to  believe  what  he  knew  to  be 
truth.  Nor  may  anv  man  at  this  d&y^  though  ever  ^  ftiU  of  God's  hdy 
Spirit  and  power,  take  upon  him  (above  what  his  Lord  and  mailer  did)  to 
rule  over  other  mens  confcienccS.  If  he  do,  he  will  do  it  out  of  the  teui- 
ing^  of  life,  and  of  God's  hol^  Spirit ;  and  fo  will  wound  and  hurt  his  own 
life  thereby  ;*  and  ifo  far  as  herein  he  prevails  on  others,  he  will  hurt  their 
life  too. 

Fifths  Therefore  this  Ipirit  (which  Chrift  never  was  of  himfelf,  nor  en- 
couraged in  his  difciples)  the  church  is  to  watch  over,  beat  down,  teftify 
againft,  turn  from,  lay  flat,  and  keep  beneath  all,  and  fo  not  fufier  it  to 
arHe. 

^fi.  But  doth  all  this  hinder,  deny,  or  oppofe  Chriffs  Spirit,  Chrift*s 
power, .  Chrift*s  truth  and  grace  fitjm  arifing  in  the  church,  in  a  way  of 
^iritual  and  holy  government  ?  Becaufe  man  is  not  to  afpire,  nor  take  up- 
on him  to  reigp  or  rule»  becaufe  of  grace,  gifts,  or  knowledge  received  \ 
ihaU  not  therefore  the  head  govern  the  body  ?  Shall  not  life,  and  truth, 
and  the  wifdom  of  God^  ^ting  in  the  church,  to  order  and  govern  the 
church  ?  But  muft  eveJ7  maii  be  left  to  the  diftates  of  what  he  calls  %ht  in 
faimy  and  not  be  reproved  or  teftiB^d  asainft,  though  the  Sphtt  ck  God 
naj^eftit(to  ijiem,  that  are  indeed  in  tdKe  light,  life.  Spirit,  and  power) 
that  it  is  not  Kght,  as  perfons  may  pretend  ana  imagine  \  but  real  dai^efi, 
proia  darlsnefs,  darkneis  that  9>ay  oip  felt^  even  by  the  leaft  babes  dxat  are 
in  the  «ocv  Byin^  fcofc  ?        ;     /  '  \:     ' 
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F  ibis-  rule  of  Cbrifi  bad  heen  kipl  ta^  oMtiebrifi^s,  pdwer  €(mU  never  ba^ 
got  up^  nor  tbe  po$r  hmneiU  Umhs  fo.jiftm  bave  heen  vf0Tie4  hy  the 
wcher. 


Qn^rm.  It  is  moft  certainly  true»  if  die  wrong  authority  and  governmeti^ 
iiad  been  kept  down ;  if  the  affniing,  loi^  »ipim,  which  exalts  itfelf,  an^ 
loves  to  have  the  preheminence  over  tha&  which  it  (}iould  be  fubjeftto  bot^ 
in  itfelf  and  others,  had:  been  judged,  bcaK  dowa»  denied,  turned  froiUj  (^Cy. 
how  could  the  ipirit  of  antkhrift,  which  ia  the  fpirit  that  would  be.  ea^t^ 
tng  itfelf  above  idl  that  is  indeed  <^  God^  have  got  up  ?  This  is  the  wc^ 
that  worries  the  lambs ;  and  if  this  power  and  fpirit  be  kept  out  of  ^ 
church,  how  can  diere  be  any  wolf  found  there,  to  worry  the  inoocenjc 
lambs  and  flieep  of  Chrift  ? 

^Ji.  But  did  ever  antidirift's  power  get  up  by  the  excrciie  of  the  power 
of  Chrift  in  his  church  ?  Doth  not  that  power,  turn  againft  antichrift,.  find 
keep  out  antichrift  ?  Did  that  power  ever  worry  the  lambs  ?  Na^,  rasher 
doth  it  not  cherilbf  feed,  build  up,  and  preferve  the  lambs  ?  And  is  it  po& 
fible  but  andchrift's  power  fhould  get  up,  unlefs  this  power  be  watched  to, 
and  obferved,  in  its  ordering  and  ^verning  the  church,  and  difcovering 
the  fubril  wwking  of  the  wolfiih ibirit  of  antichrift  v. which  appears  in  the 
fheep's  cloathing,  and  may  pretend  to  the  light  within,  that  it  might  draw 
men  from  that  which  is  ii^ecd  the  light  within,  into  that  which  is  indeed 
darknels  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  fight  of  all  that  are  kept  truly 
living  and  lenfible  by  him  ? 


T 


The  next  Citation. 

HE  great  wifrl  of  tbe  mimfters  ofCbrift^  is  to  keep  tbe  confcience  open  tb 
Cbrift^  and  to  preferve  men  from  receiving  any  trutbs  as  from  thent^ 
further  than  tbe  Spirit  opens,  or  to  imitate  anf  of  their  proBices,  further 
than  tbe  Spirit  leads,  guides,  and  perfuades  them ;  for  perfons  are  exceed^ 
ing  prone  to  receive  t tings  as  trutbs,  from  thofe  they  have  an  high  opinion 
of,  and  to  imitate  their  practices,  and  fo  hurt  their  own  growth^  and  en^ 
danger  their  fouls. 

Cwj/friw,  When  theminifter  of  Chrift  comes  with  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  he 
finds  men  in  darknefs,  with  their  confciences  defiled,  with  the  door  of  the 
heart  fbut  againft  Chrift.  Now  bis  gre^t  work  is  to  turn  them  to  the  fight. 
Spirit^  and  power,  whereby  their  hearts  may  be  opened^  their  confciences 
waihed,  and  there  may  be  a  ready  entrance  for  Cbrift^s  '^irit  mid  power 
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kii^'tkmK  Then  th^  oonfcience  being  <^neid  toChnft^  their  gi^tijbdea* 
TbHTj'^J^otfr,  and  work,  is  i»  keep  it  opcfn^'  snd  that  tluct  mtiy  noe  ^e  let 
11^  k^m  '^f  them,  which  will  (hue  it  againft  Chrift.  F^  as  t^m  is  one 
fpi^r^otMnsiR)^^Chfifr^  fo  th^e^  another  will  (hue»  eiren  dfter  (lie  heart  and 
c&iifcietRre isopenedi  if  a  man^ hettrken %> 4t.> 

And  the  waf  of  receiving  troth,  is  in  the  evidence  and  denfiMftration  of 
God*s  Spirit  in  one's  own  particiriar ;  and  this  is  for  ever  the  lum  and  care 
of  the  minii&rs  of  Ch'riil  to  keep  nsn  to,  and  not  to  allure  men  to  receive 
tiWHl  aufnom  diem,  bucfiodi  Chrift  §  or  to  imitate  thek  pradkes,  farther 
tl^n  the  Spirit  leaids^  gQidet,  and^^perfuades  tliem.    For  the  mitiiAers  of 
Chr^  are  fenfiUe  how^exeeedifig  prcme  perCbns^are  to  receive  things  fts 
«udi8,  ^ofil  thofe  thef  have  an  Mgh  optnioift  ef ;  and  to  imiitte  their  prac^^ 
tke^  and  ibhutt  their  own  |^owth^  aiid  endanger  their  fouls.    Now  it  lies 
on  my  heart  to  teftiiy,  upOA  tUs*  occa(i6n,  that  I  have  found  the  minifters 
of-XHtitUky  whoin-I  have  cosrierfed  wid)  in  this  age,  walk  fo  towards  me  and 
osiers,-  ft  ill  turning  me  to  that  light,  Sph'tt,  and  truth  in  my  own  particu- 
lar,' WheretA^  the  knowkd^^of. truth  was  to  be  given  me  by  the  Lord,  and 
tkW  impQ&ng  upon  me^at  wfai<^  they  knew  to  be  truth,  before  the  Lord 
h^  prtpaftd  Knd  fiited  my  heart*  for  the  knowledge  thereof.    And  this 
kVAll  tbe^oOrfe 'and  praftiee^f  ^the  nunifters  of  Chrift  to  this  day. 
*''^^u^i-B^t  nrnk  not  ^tkio  mimOeriof  Chrift^  who  is  ordained  of  God  to 
watchfor  th^  fool^Wateh  againft  that,  which  (if  hearkened  to  by  any  parti- 
cular) will  &ttt  the  confciciice  agamfb  Chrift,  tod  open  it  to  another  fpiric^ 
^hai$  often  wukingin  a-myftery  tc^deceive  it  ?  And  if  they  fee  the  work-^ 
ingd  nf^thik  othel-  ^iritia  any,  ought  they  not,  in  £uthfulneis  to  Chrift^ 
and  to  the  ibuls  df  foirh,  to  warn  them  of  it?  And  if  any,  having  let  in 
the  wrong  fpirit,  turn  from,  and  deny,  the  praftices  which  the  Lord  once 
taught  them  (and  wherein  Ac  teftimony  of  truth  (lands)  into  pradiccs 
which  are  of  the  world,  and  anfwer  the  world's  fpirit,  and  tend  to  weaken 
the  iaathful  teftimonies  of  others  in  the  true  light  and  Spirit ;  ought  the 
vii)ifter  of  Chrift  to  leave  thefe  perfons  to  their  opennefs  to  a  wrong  fpirit,  and 
wrong  practices,  wherein  diey  deny  the  Lord  that  bought  them  and  en- 
li^teoed  them,  and  are  (hot  up  againft  the  vilitatibns  and  teftimonies  of 
God's  tfue  Spirit  and  power  in  his  children,  who  keep  their  habitations  in 
that  fight  which  thefe  are  dcjpartcd  from,  though  they  make  ever  fo  great 
pi-fcfciiicei  to  it  .^     •         ' 

^  The  next  Citation* 
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m  poet  hearts  f  hw^fimffy  do  they  teme  Ibilber  where  tBey  mci  tafkd  re- 
Jrejf)miii^^h  find  'tvbolefime  adviie^  mt  fufpe^fig  what  is  gfoi  ^  there 
^fince  "-iandj&grtfe  dominhn  to  a  wrong  things  and  tote  direffiom  fronta 
\rmg  JprU^^aiht^^hitrlrf  iMr  -  oivn  yfnifUdty  t  Therefore  the  nidin  ibing 
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4eeMfe  oihw  Jhfi  them 4^htmih$^,iutt»  vml  fill  tbe^.Sphrit  mbti  tlum 
mamfeft  to*me\fmif  rm^  int^  warJbipSr  dfituSy  perfamancesif  tt  'f^^ffh 
iesi  ttca$^^b(rsai^kdMtbir^  but, t$v>^  till  §bi  Spirit  Usd  mfpMi 
tb^.  'He  that  mdm  bufh.  t^  be  rinb>(€vm4mreligi(m^  rurmif^  if$ft  ^iiti^Vh 
ledge ^  and  into  warjhips  andperf^rmmes  before  be  feel  a  tnu^andeii^ 
ividffic0^jbalf  not  id  im^ent^  nor  itbe^  Jbard  will  not  boddhm^lflefsy 
vobcnbe  comes  to  vi/Bi  for  JjpMtual^iMteiy  and  idotair^.  ^    -      1 


••r 


On^rm.  This  hath  becA  experienced  in  this  our  day^  more  thaa  OMC 1 
Who)  feme,  having  departed  froto*  the  power  whereby  the  innocent  lamb^ 
had  tafted  fwcet  nourimmeot  aad  refirflimeot  through  theni»  and  ba^e  coaio 
afterwards  for  that  which  is  wholefo{ne»  not  Cufpei^ing  what  was  got  xiptHk 
them  fince,  and  fo  gave  dominion  to  a.w»ioa^  thing,  and  took  dioc^iaoQisi 
from  a  wrong  fpirit,and  beuayed  their  own  fiinplicity:  .  -  ^  ^  .  > 

^Jl.  But  had  thefe  rcforceid  u>  the  church,  and  watted  for  judgnncm^ 
from  the  church,  4fo  whom  God  bfis  given  eyes  tOifcci.iin  fuQkjcafes  a^  m$ff\ 
pafs  the  eye-fight  of  the  particular,  and  a  .moufih  to  fpnk  ^  tnight-qstf  t^ 
church  have  been  inftruniental  to  have  opened  thc;trMet<eye  in  them.fdfiv 
and  fo  have  prelerved  them  fironi  being  injbaied,  bf  ajBky  thtf  raArOUfi.fironi' 
the  truth  in  their  own  particulars,  and  loft^^irbabioaiipii  thcKin?  And 
mark,  when  the  church  was  in  its  great  glory^.  cioathed  witch  the  fuD,  and 
the  moon  under  its  feet,  and  crowned  ,wUh  ft  crovpn  o(  twdve  ftan,  yet  ^ 
dragon,  even  then,  might  prevail  upon^^bme  ftars^:  ami  wiil^  Jiis  tail  fweq> 
them  down  from  their  place;  but  the  church •  he  cpuld not  prevail  upon. 
The  gates  of  hell,  the  power  of  the  dragon,  the  mouth  of  the  dragon,  nay 
the  tail  of  the  dragon  (which  what  if  I  (bould  fay  is  the  faUe  prophet  with- 
in) cannot. 

Furtber  Confirm.  Indeed,  the  main  thing  is  to  keep  the  confcience  pure 
to  the  Lord.  To  bring  men  to  that  which  purifies  the  confcience,  and  Uk 
keep  them  to  it,  this  is  the  great  work.  Men  muft  not  take  thin^  for 
truths,  becaufe  others  fee  them  to  be  truths  (that  is  not  God*s  way,  not  did 
his  minii!er3  ever  fo  teach)  but  to  wait  till  God's  Spirit  makes  them  manifbft 
to  the  particular.  Nor  muft  men  run  into  worlhips,  duties,  performances^ 
or  pra&ices,  becaufe  others  are  led  thither,  but  wau  till  the  Spirit  lead  everf 
one.  in  bi9  own  particular  thither. 

Sluejl.  Where  is  the  faithful  minifter  that  teacheth  otherwif^,  or  pra^iCbthi 
otherwife  at  this  day  ?  I  am  fure  I  never  met  with  any  thing  or  this  na- 
ture from  any  of  them,  but  only,  one  that  ran  out  in  his  own  particular, 
who  firft  endeavoured  to  draw  me  from  eftceming  or  taking  diredions  from 
others,  and  then  wo«ild.ha(Ve.givean3e  dirodtioor hitq&lf,  Aiid  woul^^^ 
and  undertake  to  prophefy  great  things  (^  me,  tb^t  lie  might  have  raifdi 
up  that  part  in  me,  whkh  codd  have  aofweredhim*  J^xA  tl\Qugh  he  him- 
felf  be  dead,  yet  his  fpirit  is  alive  in  others  ^  tlusrday,  which  .th^  Lord 
difcove?  and  prcfecve  his,  people  from  1  ,  ; 
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'  Furibtr (^,af^rm.  It  h  not  goodto  make  bafte  to  be^iich  (ao  not  ip  rdi* 
gion)v  He  that  rq[htiy  believedH  and  aUdedi  4n  tlie  true  and  living  fakh« 
makes  not  haflc  to  inn  into  knawiedge^  wor(hips»  aad  performaaces^  be- 
fore he  feci  Ins  guide  f  but  rather  chu&th  to  be  al  a  weaned  childt  lying 
k>w  before  the  Lord»  in  bFokenne&  of  ipirit»*  and  not  nieddling  with  things 
too  high'  for  bim ;  and  fo  he  is  kept  tntanoeency,  poverty,  and  humility 
before  the  Lord^  and  preferved  out  of  tiK  bed  of  the  ftrai^pr  (die  ftrange 
fpirit  and  power),  and  fo  not  judged  or  condemned  by  the  JLord9  for  either 
ipirkual  adukerj  or  idolatry. 

^fi.  But  he  that  leu  in  a  wrong  fpirtt»  that  aiiftakes  about,  the  Kglit  in 
luiih  and  judgeth  that  which  is  indeed  darknefi  to  be  it>  and  errs  from  the 
tfue  church,  and  denies  the  authorijty  of  God's  ^Spirit  and  power  in  it,  and 
18  not  preferred  thereby,  but  entangkd  and  bewitched  with  thi»  wrong 
ipirit,  and  in  it  teftifies  againil  the  true  church  and  the  true  Spirit,  smd  the 
miniftry  and  minifters  of  Chrift ;  is  not  he  joined  to  the  fpwit  of  whore- 
dom in  his  own  particular?  And  hath  not  he  fet  up  an  idol  in  his  owa 
hearc^  inftead  of  the  true  light  there  ?  And  doth  not  he  worlhip  and  obey 
that  idol,  that  wrong  fpirit,  that  wrong  power  ?  And  will  not  the  Lord 
▼ifit  and  judge  him  for  his  fpiritual  adultery  and  idolatry  from  the  true  ? 


I 


The  next  Citation. 

N  the  apoftles  days^  CbriJUans  were  too  apt  to  firive  after  a  wrong  unity  and 
uniformity  in  outward  practices  and  oSfervations^  and  to  judge  one  another 
unrighteoufy  in  tbefe  things.  '  And  markj  it  is  not  the  different  praSice 
from  one  another  that  breaks  the  peace  and  unity  ^  but  the  judging  one  another 
. ,  hecaufe  of  differing  fraSices.  He  that  keeps  not  a  day^  mof  unite  in  the 
fame  Spirit^  in  the  fame  life^  in  the  fame  love  with  him  that  keeps  a  day  \ 
and  he  who  keeps  a  day^  may  unite  in  heart  and  foul  with  the  fame  Spirit 
and  life  in  him  who  keeps  not  a  day  \  but  he  that  judgeth  the  other  becaufe 
cf  either  of  thefe^  errs  from  the  Spirit^  from  the  love^  from  the  life^  md 
jo  breaks  the  bond  of  unity.  And  he  that  draws  another  to  anypraEtice^  be- 
fore the  life  in  his  own  particular  lead  him^  doth  as  much  as  in  him  lies  to 
Jeffrey  the  foul  of  that  perfon.     This  was  the  apojile^s  rule^  for  every  one 

.    to  perform  ffngly  to  the  Lord  what  he  didy  and  not  for  one  to  meddle  with 

the  light  or  confcience  of  another^  &c.  but  every  one  to  keep  clofe  to  their 

eiwn  meafure^  &c.  and  here  is  the  true  unity  in  the  Spirit^  in  the  inward 

.  life^  and  not  in  aff  outward  uniformity  -,  that  was  not  neceffary  in  the  apef 

\    ties  dfiys^  nor  is  it,  neceffary  now :  and  that  iye^  which  fo  dotes  upon  itj 

..  cyerboks^  the  fine  tl>i^  which  is  neceffary. 

Confirm.  This  is  fo  manifeft  from  that  fcripture  quoted  by  me,  which  is 
^ere  omitted,  that  he  that  Ihall  read  that  fcripture,  which  is  Rom.  xiv.  may 
ea^y  ^bferve  the  apc^e  afiirming  and  teaching  thefe  thin^. 

That 
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That  even  in  the  apoftles  days,  Chriftians  were  too  apt  to  ftrive  after  a 
wrong  unity  and  uniformity  in  outwafd  pradices  and  obfervationa,  and  to 
judge  one  another  unrighteouQy  in  thefe  things,  is  manifeft  from  the  feve- 
ral  inftruddons  and  exlK>rtations  given  to  tbis  churchy  in  this  ch^.  as  %m[^ 
2,  39  4*  One  belkvetb  that  be  nurf  eat  all  iHngs  \  amiber  wba^  is  weak  ealeiJb 
berbs.  Let  not  bim  that  eatetb^  iefpije  bim  tbat  eat  it b  not  \  and  let  not,  bim 
tbat  eatetb  not^  judge  bim  tbat  eaSetb:  far  Qod  batb  received  bim.  Who  art 
tbou  tbat  judgejl  dnotber  matfs  fervant  f  ^o  bis  own  mafi^^  be  Jiandetb  or  fall- 
etb ;  yea^  be  Jhall  be  bolden  up^  for  God  is  able  to  make  bim  Jiand. 

Yea,  in  niatters  of  worfliq^  (as  keeping,  and  obferving  a  day  to  God,  or 
not  keeping  it)  it  is  not  the  di&rent  pra&ioe  from  one  another  that  breaks 
the  peace,  out  the  judging  of  one  another,  becaufe  of  differing  pra£fcices« 
So  tiie  apoftle  plainly  hol3s  forth,  ver.  5,  6w  One  man  ejieenutb  one  day  above 
nnotber ;  anotber  efieemetb  every  day.  Let  every  man  be  fully  perfuaded  in  bis 
jown  mind.  He  tbat  regardelb  tbe  day^  regardetb  it  unto  tbe  Lord  ^  and.be  that 
regardetb  not  tbe  day^  to  tbe  Lord  be  doth  not  regard  it.  He  tbat  ea(etby  eatetb 
to  tbe  Lord^  for  be  givetb  God  tbanks  \  and  be  ibat  eatetb  notj  to  tbe  Lord  be 
eatetb  notj  and  givetb  God  tbanks. 

And  he  that  draws  another  to  any  pra&ice^  befoie  tbe  li£p  in  his  ai»n 
particular  lead  him,  doth  as  much  as  in  him  lies  to  deftroy  tbe  foul  of  that 
perfon.  So  the  apoftle  fignifies,  ver.  5.  (which  was  quoted  in  my  book)  in 
that  he  faith,  Deftroy  not  bim  witb  tby  meaty  &r  whom  Chrift  died.  jSo 
that  not  an  outward  uniformity  in  all  things,  but  an  unity  in  the  on^  Spirit 
and  life,  is  the  necefiary  thing.  And  there  may  be  unity,  and  love,  and 
life,  and  peace,  without  an  uniformity  in  pradice>  further  than  tbe  Spirit 
of  God  teacheth  and  leadeth  his  unto. 

^ueft.  But  if  the  Lord  hath  taught  a  man,  opened  the  lame  eye  in  hioi 
that  he  opened  in  others,  and  brought  him  into  unity  and  uniformty  with 
the  church,  in  the  pradlices  which  the  Lord  hath  taught  it  %  and  he  after- 
wards let  in  another  fpirit,  and  fall  fmm  thefe  praidtices,  and  judge  the  very 
church  icfelf  for  continuing  in  them  %  nuiy  not  the  church  teftify  to  this 
perfon,  that  he  is  erred  firom  his  guide,  hadi  loft  the  light  in  himfelf,  and 
^  judgeth  amifi,  both  concerning  himfelf  and  concerning  the  church  of 
God  ?  This  hath  been  the  date  of  fpnie  who  went  out  from  among  us  for- 
merly, and  may  alfo  be  the  ftate  of  fome  who  go  out  from  us  now.  For  as 
there  is  one  that  gathers  to  the  true  church  ^  fo  there  is  another  that  en- 
deavours to  draw  and  fcatter  from  it,  and  then  to  caufe  men  to  turn  head 
againft  it,  as  if  it  were  not  of  God,  but  apdftatized  from  the  Spirit  and 
principle  of  truth,  which  indeed  is  their  own  ftate  and  condition  in  God's 
.fight ;  but  not  the  chutch's,  which  was  gathefed  and  is  preierved  by  him» 
gk>ry  to  the  Lord,  over  all  the  accufations  of  thfe  a<:cufer>  througji  whstf 
mouth  fioieYer  he  uttor  them  forth. 


t 
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The  next  Gilation. 

Ht  how  fweet.  and  pUafsnt  i$  ii  to  the  truly  fptrifualtye^  to  fee  feoerd 
forts  of  believers^  fever al  forms  of  Cbriftians  in  tie  fcbool  of  Cbrijl^ 
every  one  learning  their  own  leffon^  performing  their  own  peculiar  fenm^ 
and  knowings  owning^  and  loving  one  another  in  their  fever  al  places^  and 
different  performances  to  their  mafier^  to  whom  they  are  to  give  an  account^ 
and  not  to  quarrel  one  with  another  about,  their  different  praSlices  !  Tins  i$ 
the  true  ground  of  lave  and  unity ^  not  that  fucb  a  man  walks  and  dots 
juft  as  I  do^  but  becaufe  I  feel  the  fame  Spirit  of  life  in  Um^  and  that  be 
walks  in  bis  rankj  in  his  own  order ^  in  his  proper  way  and  place  of  Jub/ec- 
tion  to  that.  And  this  is  far  more  f  leafing  to  mcj  than  if  he  walked  jufi 
in  the  track  wherein  I  walk  -,  nay  (Jo  far  as  lam  fpiritual)  I  cannot  fo 
much  as  dejlre  that  he  Jbould  do  foy  until  he  be  particularly  led  thereto^  bj 
the  fame  Spirit  that  led  me. 

Confirm.  The  fpiritual  eye  beholdeth  thinss  aright,  beholdeth  things  in 
the  Lord,  and  taftecfa  fweetnefs  in,  and  is  plea&l  with,  that  which  is  fpiritusL 
If  every  one  did  eye  the  Lord,  fubjedt  to  the  Lord,  anfwcr  the  light  and 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  their  own  hearts,  though  the  forms  in  the  fchool  of 
Qirift  be  higher  or  lower,  the  leflbns  different,  and  the  prafiices  anlwer* 
able,  yet  every  one  tninding  his  own  place  and  leflbn,  and  perforniing  his 
own  peculiar  fervice,  the  fpiritual  eye  would  be  delighted  therewith.  And 
thofe  that  are  of  the  true  feed  and  birth  do  know,  own,  and  love  one  an- 
other in  their  feveral  places,  and  different  performances  to  their  mafter,  to 
whom  they  are  to  give  an  account ;  and  do  not  quarrel  with  one  another 
about  their  different  performances.  Oh !  how  fweedy  is  this  pra&ifed  and 
experienced  among  us  at  this  day ! 

And  unity  in  the  life  is  the  ground  of  true  brotherly  love  and  fellowfliip. 
Not  that  another  man  walks  juft:  as  I  do «,  but  though  he  be  weaker  or 
ftronger,  yet  he  walks  by  the  fame  principle  of  light,  and  is  felt  in  the 
fame  Spirit  of  life,  which  guideth  both  the  weak  and  the  ftrong,  in  their 
feveral  ranks,  order,  proper  way,  and  place  of  fubjeftion,  to  that  one  Spirit 
of  life  and  truth,  which  all  are  to  be  fubjed  to. 

Nay,  he  that  is  truly  fpiritual  and  fbong  in  the  light  and  Spirit  of  the 
Lord,  cannot  defire  that  the  weak  Ihould  walk  juft  as  he  does ;  bat  only  as 
they  are  ftrengthened,  taught,  and  led  thereunto^  by  the  fanie  Spirit  that 
ftrengt!hened,  taught,  and  led  him. 

^uefi.  This  is  true  concerning  every  one  that  is  in  the  faith,  diat  is  in 
the  true  Ught,  thaf  h  in  the  true  ^irit^  anid  keeps  his  rank,  order,  place» 
and  fubjedion,  though  in  a  weak  and  low  degiw  v'but  wiU  this  hokl  good 
concerning  any  that  have  erred  from  the  faith,  have  made  ihipwreck  there* 
-off  and  have  turned  from  the  true  light  and  Spirit  in  tfaemfclves,  and  left 

their 
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their  rankj  ordcr^  and  teftimony  againft  the  world,  and  are  again  become 
one  with  the  world,  even  in  thofe  very  praftices  which  the  fpirit  of  the 
world  delights  in,  and  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  hath  teftified,  and  ftill 
teftifieth  agamft,  in  all  that  are  faithful,  and  keep  to  their  firft  lovf  a)ku 
light  ?  Is  the  church  to  bear  with  thefe  in  their  pr jf^ices,  or  own  fiich  fpirits, 
or  believe  that  tKey  now  walk  according  to  the  light  which  firft  convinced 
them  ?  Is  not  the  fpirit  of  judgment  with  the  church?  Hath  not  God  given 
her  difcerning  ?  Hath  (he  not  power  and  authority  from  God  to  try  fpirits  ? 
Yea,  and  to  judge  falfe  fpirits,  that  have  loft  their  habitation  in  the  light, 
though  they  may  ftill  pretend  to  dwell  there;  can  fhenot  try  thole  which 
fay  they  arc  Jews  and  are  not,  but  have  loft  the  light,  Spirit,  and  power 
which  circumcifeth,  and  kecpcth  circumcifcd,  and  arc  run  back  into  the  un- 
circumcifed  paths  of  the  world  again,  which  came  from,  and  anfwer  the  un- 
circumcifed  fpirit  and  nature,  both  in  themfelves  and  odiers  ? 


A 


The  next  Citation. 

ND  be  that  knows  what  it  is  to  receive  any  truths  from  the  Sprit j  and 
to  be  led  into  any  pra£lices  by  the  Spirit y  and  how  prone  the  fiejhly  part 
is  to  make  bafie^  and  bow  dangerous  that  bajie  is^  will  not  he  forward  ta 
prefs  his  knowledge  or  praSlices  upon  other s^  but  ratbfr  wait  patiently  \till 
the  Lord  ft  them  for  the  receiving  thereof y  and  fear  left  they  fbould  receive 
andpraSife  too  foon^  even  in  that  part  which  cannot  ferve  the  Lord. 


Confirm.  I  will  fend  the  comforter,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  faith  Chrift  to  his 
difciples,  and  he  (hall  lead  you  into  all  truth.  Now  the  difciple  of  Chrift  is 
led  into  truth,  in  the  crofs  to  that  part  wherein  others  may  receive  the  nor 
tions  of  things ;  yea,  perhaps  of  truth  itfelf.  And  the  difciple  muft  alio 
abide  in  the  crofs,  after  that  the  Lord  hath  given  him  the  true  knowledge^ 
or  he  cannot  be  rightly  led  into  the  practice  of  what  be  knows.  So  that 
the  difciple  comes  very  hardly,  both  by  his  knowledge,  and  by  his  ability 
tp  praftife,  what  the  Spirit  of  God  teachcth  him  and  requireth  of  him. 
There  is  a  fieftily  part  indeed,  prone  to  make  hafte  %  but  that  hafte  is  dan*- 
gerous,  and  that  flefhly  part,  in  all  its  hafty  defires  and  motions,  is  to  be 
denied,  and  kept  doy^n.  And  he  that  is  diligent  in  denying  and  keeping 
down  that  flcfhly  part  in  himlclf  (with  the  forwardnefs  and  h^ftinefs  there- 
of) cannot  eafily  be  forward  to  prefs  his  knowledge  and  praftices  upon 
others  ;  but  will  be  patiently  waiting  on  the  Lord,  for  their  kindly  and  lea- 
ibnable  underftanding  of  the  truth,  and  growth  in  it  ^  and  fear,  left  they 
fbould  run  before  their  guide,  and  be  praftifing  too  foon  even  in  that  pare 
which  cannot  ferye  the  Lord  5  for  the  Lord  muft  be  ferved  and  worfliiped  in 
his  Spirit  and  truth ;  and  thither  are'  all  to  be  direfted  and  brought,  and 
there  is  every  mind  to  be  "ftayed  and  kept^  or  it  cannot  worfliip  and  lervc 
aright. 

VOL.  IL  Eccc  ^efl. 
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^eft.  But  what  if  a  man  entertain  a  wrong  fpirit^  and  let  go  the  truths  he 
had  received*  and  turn  from  the  pradices  which  God*s  Spirit  taught  him, 
into  the  foirit  and  practices  of  the  world,  which  God^s  Spirit  hath  teftified 
and  will  tor  ever  teftify  againft  ?  Is  not  the  church  to  denv  this  fpirit,  and 
thcfe  praAices,  and  the  perfoh-  that  hath  hearkened  to  tnis  (pint,  and  is 
found  in  thefe  praftiCes  ?  That  he  may  turn  from  this  fpirit  and  praftices, 
to  the  true  Spirit,  and  to  the  true  tedimony  and  praftices  which  it  once 
taught  him,  and  ftill  teacheth  all  th^t  hearken  to  its  voice  and  holy  mo- 
tions, and  liften  not  tp  the  voice  and  inlligations  of  a  ftrangen 


T 


The  next  Citatioo« 

HE  greaS  error  of  the  ftate  of  the  apoftafy^  bath  hm  ta  fet  up  oM  wt^ 
ward  order  and  uniformity^  and  taf  make  mens  confciences  bend  thereto^ 
either  by  arguments  of  wifdom^  or  by,  force  \  but  the  property  of  the  true 
church-government  is^  to  leave  the  conjcience  to  its  full  liberty'  in  the  Lord, 
So  preferve  it  Jingle  and  entire  for  the  Lord  to  exercife,  and  to  fuk  unity 
in  the  lights  and  in  the  Spirit^  walking  fweetly  and  barmoniou^  together 
in  the  midji  of  differing  praSices. 

Confirm.  That  tliere  have  bden  ages  of  apoftafy  from  the  true  Spirit  and 
power  of  the  apoftles,  is  very  manifeft,  both  by, the  do6trines,  difcipline 
and  cruel  praftices  of  thofe,  that  would  have  thcmlelves  accounted  the  true 
church,  and  true  believers  and  Christians.  And  that  they  have  fet  up  an 
outward  order  and  conformity,  and  have  ufed  both  arguments  of  wifdom, 
and  alio  force,  to  make  mens  confciences  to  bend  thereto  \  this  Is  as  mani^ 
&ft  as  the  former.  Now  that  this  hath  been  an  error,  and  a  great  error,  is 
very  manifeft  alfo  j  becaufe  it  is  contrary  to  the  nature  of  confcience, 
^ich  is  to  be  led  by  God*s  Spirit,  not  bent  by  man's  wifdom  and  conftraint, 
aiid  contrary  to  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  do£trine  and  pra£tice,  who  would 
have  every  man  fully  perfuaded  of  what  he  performs  to  God,  from  whom 
he  thuft  receive  the  reward  and  approbation,  or  the  diQike  and  punifhment, 
fbr  his  anfwering  or  dtfobeying  the  light  which  God  fets  up,  or  caufeth  to 
ihine,  in  his  own  confcience. 

And  the  property  of  the  true  church-government^  and  the  pradice  and 
path  of  the  true  church  in  thefe  our  days,  is  to  leave  the  confcience  to  its 
full  liberty  in  the  Lord ;  to  preferye  it  (ingle  and  entire  for  the  Lord,  and 
to  fd^k  unity  in  the  light  and  in  the  Sphit,  walking  fweedy  and  harmonioufly 
together  in  the  midft  of  difiering  pradices.  Nay,  it  is  not  the  dcfire  ot 
the  church  at  thi^  day,  that  any  Ihould  come  up  into  the  pradice,  or  holy 
order  of  the  golpel,  according  to  what  the  Lord  hath  taught  others^  but 
only  as  the  Lord  teacheth  and  leadeth  them« 

^Ji.  Concerning  what  confcience  is  this  to  be  underftood  ?  Is  it  to  be 
undcrftood  of  the  tender  and  wesk  confcience  }  Or  of  the  hard  and  feared 

a>nfcience  ? 
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coaiciehce  ?  For  the  confeienoe  which  God  once  made  tender^  may  after- 
^ard^  come  to  be  feared  and  hardened.  And  is  the  church  of  Chrift»  which 
is  glided  by  the  Spirit  and  wifdom  of  God,  taught  and  required  by  him  fp 
to  adl  towards  the  hard  and  feared  confcience,  as  it  is  towards  the  tender 
and  weak  confcience  ?  Is  the  hard  and  feared  confcience,  which  hath  for- 
faken  the  true  light.  Spirit, .  and  power^  and  turned  againft  the  truth,  and 
is  in  a  wrong  ftifT,  wfiful,  hardened  liberty  and  fubdlty,  to  be  left  to  its 
liberty,  and  to  tharfpirit  which  draweth  it  out  and  hardeneth  it  in  a  wrong 
liberty  ?  Can  there  be  any  unity,  in  the  light  and  in  the  Spirit,  had  with 
thofe  who  are  erred  from  the  light  and  from  the  Spirit,  and  are  deceived  in 
their  own  hearts  concerning  it,  and  do  but  only  pretend  to  it  ?  Can  they 
walk  fweetly  and  harmonioufly  together  in  differing  pradices,  who  differ 
alfo  in  the  ground,  and  are  not  one  in  the  foundation,  even  in  the  true  light 
and  Spirit  of  the  1/xd  ?  Ought  not  the  church  to  judge  this  ibirit,  with  its 
liberty  and  evil  confcience  (for  that  ipirit  will  make  the  coniciences  of  all 
that  let  it  in,  evil),  as  well  as,  to  the  utmoft,  to  cherifh  the  liberty  qf  the 
tender  confciences  in  and  to  the  Lord  ?  Read  and  confider  thefe  fcriptores 
foUowing,  TV/,  i.  15.     i  Tim.  \.  ^^.  and  iv.  2. 


A 


The  next  Citation. 

ND  this  1  can  truly  fay  ttmceming  mffelf^  I  never  found  my  ffirit  far- 
ward  to  draw  avy^  either  to  any  thing  I  believed  to  be  true^  or  to  an^ 
praSKce  or  way  of  worjbip  I  obferOed  or  walked  in  -,  but  defirei  that  the 
power  and  leadings  of  life  might  go  before  them^  and  I  was  afraid  Isfi  men 
fhould  receive  things  from  nrf  hmd^  and  not  from  the  Larts.  He  hath 
written  in  the  margent  of  the  book  he  fent  me.  Oh  I  what  a  tinier 
fpirit  was  here  /  intimating  as  if  it  were  not  fo  with  me  now* 

Confirm.  Blefled  be  the  Lord,  it  was  fo  with  me  formerly,-  and  ie  fo  with 
me  daily  more  and  more ;  for  as  I  wait  on  the  Lord  in  his*  truths  which 
makes  tender;  fo  upon  this  occafion,  being  forced  to  it,  I  cannot  but  con- 
fcfs,  that  I  wimefs  the  Lord  daily  more  and  more  urtiting  my  fpirit  to  him- 
in  his  truth ;  and  as  truth  increafcth,  h  the  tendemefs  which  CovM%'  from 
it  ftiU  increafcth  in  me,  and  I  do  not  (nay,  I  may  fay  cannot,  the  Cdntrarf 
IS  fo  written  on  my  heart)  fo  much  as^  defire  to  drive  any  to  what  practice 
or  way  of  worihip  I  befieve  to  be  rrUe,  and  am  taught  of  God  ro  ^fervc  v 
but  this  is  the  longing  of  my  foul,  that  the  power  and  leadings  of  life  may 
go  before  them;  ancf  I  daily  behave  myfelf  as  one  that  is  afraid,  left  men 
ifiould  receive  things  from  my  hand,  and  not  from  the  Lord*^* 

^eft.  Yet;  ,where  I  find  pcrfons  manifeftly  w^rp  and  turn  afide  from  the 
truth,  and  let  in  a  wrong  thing,  and  teftify  againfl:  the  ttuth  and  way  of 
the  Lord,  and  their  hearts  hardened  by  the  fubtilty  of  him  iH^ho  hafh  de- 
ceived them ;  may  I  norfingfy  and  faitftftdly  tfeftify  it  t^them^  s(nd  br^the 

£  e  e  e  2  to 
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to  the  Lord  for  them,  that  they  may  return  to  die  trae  Spirit^  and  to  the 
holy  teiftimony  and  practices  thereof^  and  not  condemn  fuch,  as  departers 
from  the  tight  and  truth,  who  abide  in  it,  nor  juftify  themfelves  as  abiding 
in  it,  when  they  are  really  departed  from  it  ?   * 

His  laft  Citation  of  Words  of  mine  is  out  of  another  Book,  intituled. 
An  Aripwer  to  the  common  ObjeSion^  &c.  p.  8.  The  Words  afc 
thefe:  ' 

THAH^  power  therefore  in  the  Church  which ^ares  the  hypocrites  (who  can 
eajily  comply  with  an  outward  conformity  in  worflyip^  without  feeling  an  in^ 
ward  life  a:id  virtue)  but  lights  heavy  on  that  which  is  tender  and  fhy  in 
matters  of  worfhipy  that  is  not  the  true  church-power^  but  at  bejt  hvt  a 
count  erf 6t  of  the  true. 

Confirm.  The  power  which  Chrift  hath  given  his  church  is  not  to  fpare 
hypocrites,  who  may  eafily  comply  with  ^  outward  uniformity  in  worfliip, 
without  feeling  an  inward  life  and  virtue.  And  fuch  are  not  Ipared,  but 
fmote  at,  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  God  among  us  very  often.  And  oh ! 
that  there  were  no  hypocrites  and  formal  fpirits  among  us ;  but  that  all  that 
profefs  the  truth  were  in  the  truth,-  and  fubjeA  to  it,  and  did  live  the 
life  of  it !  Nor  doth  the  true  churc'h-power  light  heavy  on  that  which  is 
tender  and  fhy  in  matters  of  worfhip ;  but  the  miniftry  of  the  true  church 
is  to  the  confcience,  as  in  God*s  fight,  and  is  very  tender  of  it,  as  before 
him,  to  whom  it  is  to  give  an  account  of  the  fpiritual  power  it  hath  received 
from  him,  and  of  the  exercife  of  it. '  That  power  therefore  which  ipares  the 
hypocrites,  and  lights  heavy  on  that  which  is  tender  and  fhy  in  matters  of 
worfhip,  to  be  fure  is  not  the  true  church-power,  but  at  befl  but  a  counter- 
feit of  the  true. 

^juft.  But  that  power  in  the  church  which  doth  not  fpare  hypocrites,  but 
is  very  gentle  and  tender  to  all  tender  confciences,  is  not  that  the  true 
tHiurch  power  ?  And  who  is  the  hypoijrite  ?  Is  not  he  that  pretendeth  to 
the  light,  when  he  is  departed  from  it,  an  hypocrite  ?  And  he  which  fetteth 
up  that  which  he  calls  light  in  himfdf,  and  denieth  that  which  is  indeed  true 
light,  and  which  iffueth  forth  frbm  God^s  Holy  Spirit  in  his  church,  is  not 
he  an  hypocrite  ?  And  hath  not  the  church  power  to  judge  all  his  falfc 
pretences^  and  to  try  his  fpirit  by  the  true  light  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
which'  is  ftUl  prcfent  With  the  true  church  ?  If  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  be  indeed 
prefent  with  his  church,  forely  it  cannot  but  have  power  and  authority  to 
try,  judge,  and*  condemn  every  thing  th^t  is  of  a  contrary  fpirit  and  nature, 
in  all  fidfe  pretenfders  whatfoever;  who  by  their  ]^retences  to  the  true  lights 
cannot  fhelter  that  which  is  indeed  contrary  to  it  from  the  holy  and  ngh- 
teous  judgment  of  the  Spirit  and  power  of  God  in  his  chiirch. 

Thus 
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Thus  I  have  gone  over: thefe  fi^erat- citations  of  John  Pennyman^s,  and 
punftuallyjet  them  down  as  he  had  cited  them,  and  fpoken  more  words  to 
the  confirmation  of  them,  to  manifeft  to  others,  as  I  find  it  plainly  with 
me  before  the  Lord,  that  I  am  fully  the  fame  at  this  day,  in  the  fcnfe  and 
belief  of  my  heart,  as  I  was  then  -,  believing  the  fame  truth,  and  as  ready 
to  hold  it  forth,  if  the  Lord  at  any  time  (hall  pall  me  unco  it,  as  I 
was  then.  But  I  was  not  then  againft  true  church  government;  nor 
did  intend  this  to  encourage  any  nian  to  Ihelter  himfclf,  by  a  pre- 
tence to  the  light  in  himfelf,  againft  true  church-governmcnc  \  afluredly 
•knowing  that  the  fpirit  of  the  prophets  is  fubjed  to  the  prophets; 
and  that  he  that  is  truly  fubjeft  to  the  light  and  Spirit  of  God  ia  his 
x>wn  heart,  will  be  taught  thereby  to  be  fubjeft  to  it  alfo  in  others.  jFor 
the  life.  Spirit,  and  power  of  God  doth  not  rife  in  vain  in  any  ;  and  he  that 
hath  the  true  ear  open,  will  hear  its  voice  in  whomfoever  it  fpeaks  -,  and  he 
that  doth  not  hear  its  voice,  when  it  fpeaks  through  any  to  him,  doth  not 
hear  with  the  circumcifed  ear,  nor  underftand  with  the  circumcifed  heart. 
So  that  John  Pennytnan,  in  dting  thefe  mjr  words,  as  if  in  fo  writing  I  was 
againft  the  true  church-government,  or  fetting  up  the  government  of  any 
particular  man  (upon  any  pretence  whatfoever)  above  the  fenfc,  underftand- 
ing,  and  judgment  of  the  true  church,  does  me  great  wrong,  even  before 
the  Lord,  who  knoweth  that  it  was  otherwife  with  me  in  that  day  \  and  he 
greatly  wrongeth  my  words,  which  did  not.  fignify  any  fuch  thing :  for  in 
the  very  fame  book,  and  in  fome  of  the  pages  which  he  quotes,  there  is  ex- 

freffed  a  fenfe  of,  and  a  teftimony  to,  the. true  church-government,  which 
am  aiTured  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  give  forth,  and  lead  his  into,  as  the 
neceflities  and  occafions  of  the  church  require.  Fof  as  the  Lord  is  not 
wanting  to  the  particular,  fo  will  he  not  be  wanting  to  the  general :  but  he 
is  faithful,  who  hath  promifed  to  be  with  his  church  and  people,  who  wait 
upon  him.  and  look  up  to  him  for  the  light  and  judgme;pt  of  his  Spirit  in 
things  wherein  he  engageth  them,  and  which  require  their  fingle  difcerning 
and  judgment  in.  *  .  . 

To  manifeft,  therefore,  from  this  very  book,  what  my  belief  was,  and 
how  hearty  I  was  to  church-government,  and  ienfible  of  the  necefllty  and 
ufefulnefs  of  it,  I  foall  recite  fome  paiTages  out  of  it. 

Firftj  I  (hall  mention  the  title  of  that  part  of  my  book,  which  had  John 
Pennyman  exprefled  fully,  as  it  is  in  the  tide-page,  is  thus :  Wbermnto 
fomewbat  is  added  about  the  authority  and  gavenment  which  Cbrift  exclude^  out 
if  his  church ;  which  occa/tonetb  fomewh(U  cancemiugibe  true  churcb-gavemment. 

This  might  have  poifcd  people's  fpirits  in  the  reading  of  his  Citations^ 
from  judging  me  to  direct  men  to  the  fetting  up  of  any  thing  in  their 
minds  and  confciences  which  they  may  call  light,  in  oppofition  to  the  light 
and  Spirit  of  God  in  his  church,  or  to  fet  up  a  private  judgment  in  them- 
felves,  above  the  light  and  judgment  of  God's  Spirit  in  the  church.  For  as 
the  church  is  to  be  tender  of  every  memberp  fo  every  member  is  to  be  tender 

and 
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and  regardful  towards  th«  church,  and  of  the  power  aod  audioritf  wbicb 
God  hath  given  it. 

The  next  Pai&ge  that  is  on' me  to  mention,  b  p«  76. 

There  is  nothing  to  hurt  in  the  mountain  ofGc^s  bolinifi^  but  there  is  a  r^b- 
teous  fcepter^  a  Jweet  fcepter^  a  fpiritual  fcepter^  which  rescbeth  the  fpirit  in  the 
power  of  life^  but  toucbeth  not  the  outward  man.  To  which  I  may  add.  The 
power  of  the  church  is  not  to  hurt  the  outward  nutn  %  nay,  nor  the  ibul 
neither :  but  is  for  the  deftruftion  of  the  flelb,  that  the  fool  may  be  favcd. 
And  when  the  church  hath  teflified  againft  tlieir  praAiccs,  or  denied  their 
fpirit,  it  leaves  them  to  the  Lord  \  yet  ftill  praying  to  him  that  repentance 
may  be  given  them,  and  mercy  (hewn  them  by  hin^  whofe  oiercy  endures 
for'  ever. 

Another  Paflage  in  p.  77. 

Let  the  life  in  every  one  rife  ever  it  (fpeaking  of  the  proud  afjpiring  fpirit) 
mnd  trample  upon  it :  and  afterwards^  that  in  thee  may  arife  which  is  ft  to 
teach^  yea^  and  to  rule  in  the  Lordj  &c. 

P.  78.  The  example  of  Chrift  is  urged,  who  did  not  exercife  a  wrong  au- 
thority  over  his  difciples,  though  he  was  their  Lord  and  Mafter,  which  fig- 
nified  boch  greatnefs  above  them,  and  authority  over  them,  ktUne  15. 
Tet  Cbrifi  took  not  upon  him  this  kind  cf  greatnefs^  nor  did  exercife  this  kind  ef 
authority  %  but  he  was  a  fervantj  &c.  and  did  minifter. 

So  that  there  was  one  kind  of  greatnefs  aod  authority  which  Chrift  did 
IKK  exercife,  and  whkh  his  church  alfo  is  not  to  meddle  with :  but  there 
was  another  kind  of  authority  which  he  had,  and  which  be,  who  hath  aD 
power  in  heaven  and  earth,  giveth  to  his  church,  to  partake  with  bun  io, 
and  fio  ad  in  his  name. 

But  why  ifaould  I  mention  any  (uch  fmall  touches  at  the  thing,  when  it 
is  dire£Uy  fpoken  to  in  a  ^uefiion  propovmded,  and  the  Anfwtr  thereto, 
p.  79,  80.  (Sc.  ?  I  fiiali  therefore  fet  down  the  ^uefiion^  and  part  of  the  An- 
fiver  thereto  \  the  whole  being  too  long  to  be  here  ioferted. 


Queft.  But  is  there  to  he  no  greatnefs^  m  autbarityy  among  the  difcipks  of 
JefuSy  or  in  the  Church  of  Chrift?  Is  every  one  to  do  what  be  willy  to  be 
fubfoB  to  his  own  fancies  ami  maginationsy  to  the  ittventions  of  his  awn 
corrupt  heart?  H^bal  a  confufei  buiiding  wttt  this  be  ?  Smrebf  this  wHl  n^ 
kng  remain  a  Siouy  bnt  foon  be^<ime  a  MyloHy  even  a  heap  pfdifardcr  and 
confufion^  ' 

Anfw.  There  is  to  be  no  &ch  kind  of  greatnefs,  no  fuch  kind  of  authority ; 
yet  there  is  both  a  greatn^  and  authority  fuitabte  to  the  ftate  of  difdpies ; 

iuirablc 
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fuitable  to  that  kind  of  kingdom  whereof  they  are.  There  are  laws^  there 
Bre^vernments,  there  are  governors,  there  is  a  ruling,  and  there  is  a  fub- 
je£tion ;  but  all  in  the  Spirit,  all  fuitable*  to  that  which  is  to  be  gQverned  ; 
but  no  government  of,  or  according  to,  the  flelh.  As  Chrift's  kingdom  is 
hot  of  this  world,  (^  the  government  of  his  church  and  people  is  not  ac- 
cording to  the  world :  but  as  that  which  gathers  is  his  Spirit,  and  that  which 
is  gathered  is  fpiritual,  fo  that  which  is  governed  is  the  fpirits  of  his  people^ 
and  they  are  to .  be  governed  by  his  Spirit,  and  fpiritually,  and  not  after  a 
flelhly  manner.  Thus  Chrift  himfclf,  though  he  miniftercd  to  his  difciplcs, 
yet  he  alfo  was  then-  Lord  and  Mafter,  and  in  the  Spirit  and  life  of  the  Fea- 
ther ruled  over  them ;  and  thus  the  apoftles,  and  other  minifters  of  Chrift'^ 
bad  likewife  in  the  Spirit  the  care  of  the  churches,  and  authority  in  the 
Lord  by  his  Spirit  to  govern  the  fpirits  of  his  people :  not  to  govern  aftet 
a  flefhly  manner,  by  their  own  wills,  nor  to  prefcribe  to  them  in  a  lordly  way, 
cither  what  they  fhould  believe  or  praftife ;  but  in  the  light  and  in  the  power 
of  the  Spirit,  to  make  their  way  into  every  one's  confcience  in  the  fight  of 
God,  miniftring  to  every  one  in  the  Spirit  according  to  their  (Tapacity  and 
growth,  and  waiting  patiently  for  God  to  convey  the  food  and  nourifhment, 
and  to  biiild  their  fpints  up  in  the  faith  thereby. 

The  fprit  of  the  prophets  is  fubjeft  to  the  prophets.  Hefe  is  the  govern- 
ment 5  here  is  the  law  of  rule  andt  fobjedion  in  the  life.  Every  one  feel* 
ing  a  mealure  of  the  Spirit  in  himfelf,  is  thereby  taught  to  own  and  lub-* 
jeft  to  a  greater  meafure  of  the  fame  Spirit  in  another:  He  that  hatli  no 
meafure  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  he  is  not  of  God,  he  is  none  of  Chrift's :  and 
he  that  hath  received  a  meafure  of  the  Spirit,  in  the  fame  Spirit  feels  an* 
other's  meafure,  and  owneth  it  in  its  place  and  fervice,  and  knoweth  its 
moving,  and  cannot  quench  it,  but  giveth  way  to  it  with  joy  and  delight* 
When  the  Spirit  moves  in  any  one  to  fpeak,  the  fame  Spirit  moves  in  the 
other  to  be  fubjedt  and  give  way :  and  fo  every  one  keeping  to  his  own 
meafure  in  the  Spirit,  here  can  be  no  diforder,  but  true  fubjeftion  of  every 
fpirit:  and  where  this  is  wanting,  it  cannot  be  fupplied  by  any  outward 
rule  or  order  fet  up  in  the  church  by  common  confent  •,  for  that  is  fleflily^ 
and  lets  in  the  flem,  and  deftroys  the  true  order,  rule,  and  fubjedlion,. 

And  then  to  limit  the  government  aright,  thefe  two  precious  cautions  or 
direftions  are  added,  pag.  85.  which  I  am  fure  will  anfwer  the  truth  and 
witneis  of  God  in  every  confcience. 

• 

Firft,  Care  mufi  h  bad  that  nothing  govern  in  the  church  of  Chrijl  but  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift. 

Secondly,  That  the  Confcience  be  kept  tender^  that  nothing  be  received  but  ac- 
cords^ to  the  light  in  the  confcience. 

There 
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There  is  Hkcwifc  an  O^V^wn  anfwered  about  f/m/tTrwi/y,  p,  87,  88.  whrcii 
not  being  very  large,  and  tending  further  to  open  the  fenfe  of  my  heaa  in 
this  thing,  I  (hall  alfo  here  annex. 

Objeft.  But  is  not  uniformity  lovefyy  and  dofh  not  the  apofik  exhort  Cbrifiians 
to  be  of  one  mind  %  and  were  it  not  a  fweet  thing  if  we  were  all  of  one  hearty 
and  one  way  ? 

m 

Anfm.  Yea»  uniformity  is  very  lovely,  and  to  be  defired  and  waited  for, 
as  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,,  which  is  one,  leads  and  draws  into  one.  But  for 
the  flelhly  part  (the.  wife  reafoning  part  of  man)  by  fleflily  ways  and  means 
to  flrive  to  bring  about  a  flefhiy  uniformity,  which  infnares  and  over- 
bears the  tender  confcience,  this  is  not  lovely,  nor  (piritual,  nor  Chriftian. 
And  the  apoftle  who  exhorts  Chriftians  to  one  jmind,  yet  doth  not  bid  them 
force  one  another  into  one  mind,  but  walk  together  fweetly  lb  far  as  they 
had  attained  -,  and  wherein  they  were  otherwife  minded,  God  in  his  due 
time  would  reveal  more  to  them,  FbiU  iii.  15,  16.  He  that  hath,  to  him 
fliall  be  given.  And  the  intent  and  work  of  the  miniftry  (with  the  fevcral 
miniftrations  of  it)  is  to  bring  into  the  unity  (Ephef.  iv.  13.)  as  perfonsarc 
able  to  follow,  and  not  to  force  all  men  into  one  prafticeor  way;  that  is 
the  way  to  deftroy  the  faith,  and  the  true  unity,  and  at  beft  can  introduce 
but  a  flefhiy  appearance  of  unity  in  flich  a  form  of  worfhip  and  godlinefs  as 
eats  out  the  power.  And  for  being  of  one  heart,  and  one  way,  blefled  be 
the  Lord,  this  is  in  meafure  known  and  witnefled.  The  way  is  one ;  Chriit 
the  truth  of  God ;  and  he  that  is  in  the  faith,  and  in  the  obedience  to 
that  light  which  (hines  from  his  Spirit  into  the  heart  of  every  believer,  hath 
a  tafte  of  the  one  heart,  and  of  the  one  way ;  and  knoweth  that  no  variety 
6f  praftices  (which  is  of  God)  can  make  a  breach  in  the  true  unity.  This 
is  the  one  way,  for  every  one  to  be  fubjeft  to  that  light  of  Chrift's  Spirit 
which  he  hath  received  from  Chrift  ;  and  every  one  keeping  here,  there  is 
alfo  one  heart  kept  in  the  midft  of  all  the  variety  and  divcrUty  of  practices. 
And  the  unity  being  thus  kept,  all  will  come  into  one  outwardly  alfo  at 
length,  as  the  light  grows  in  every  one,  and  as  everv  one  grows  into  the 
light :  but  this  muft  be  patiently  waited  for  from  tne  hand  of  God  (who 
hath  the  right  way  of  effefting  it,  and  who  alone  can  do  it)  and  not  harfhly 
and  cruelly  attempted  by  the  rough  hand  of  man* 

Now  I  defire  all  that  would  not  injure  and  wrong  another  (in  taking 
part  of  one's  fenfe  and  mind,  and  concealing  the  other)  to  obierve  how  fe- 
rious  my  heart  is  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  concerning  church-governmenr, 
a4)d  unity  and  uniformity  among  the  people  of  the  Lord,  in  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  the  Lord,  as  the  Lord  {hall  pleafe  rightly  and  orderly  to  bring  it 
Rtrth»  and  not  otherwife.    And  my  words  fo  plainly  fignifying,  and  holding 
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forth  this>  Oh  !  how  will  J.  Pennyman  anfwer  it  to  the  great  God,  for  thu^ 
mirreprefenting  me,  and  ftriving  to  make  my  words  fignify  that  which  they 
never  did,  and  as  a  proof  how  contrary  our  dodrine  was  then,  to  what  k 
hath  been  of  late  years ;  whereas,  in  that  very  book  he  cites,  my  words  are 
full  concerning  church^government,  the  authority  of  the  church,  and  the 
duty  of  fubjedtion  to  it  in  the  li£?,  as  was  before  recited. 

I  have  been  in  a  great  travail  of  fpirit  for  J.  Pennyman,  the  Lord  hav- 
ing (hewed  me  his  fpirit  and  ftate  (as  he  hath  alfo  done  to  many  others, 
who  abide  in  this  pure  holy^  light  which  he  hath  forfaken,  .and  is  departed 
from)>  and  this  hath  been  the  cry  of  mv  heart  to  the  God  and  f  atiier  of 
my  life  for  him,  in  great  brokennefs  ana  tears,  many  times ;  Father^  for^ 
give  bimy  for  be  knows  not  what  be  does.  He  knows  not  what  Spirit  and  power 
be  a3s  againftj  nor  wbat  Spirit  and  power  it  is  tbat  lefids  bim,  Ob !  that  be 
migbt  fee  it^  and  turn  frofh  itj  and  live !  And  cb !  tbat  all  tbat  err^  and  are 
Mifiaken  in  judgment^  migbt  bave  a  fenfe  of  tbat  wbicb  is  trutb  indeed^  and  of 
tbat  wbicb  is  darknefs  indeed  in  tbeir  own  bearts ;  and  migbt  not  put  darknefs 
for  ligbty  4^  Ifgbt  f^  }lark^fsifs  too  m^nf  now  ioj  tp  ibfgreqi  buri  (jf  tbeir 
own  fotds^  and  tbe  bardening  of  otbers  againjl  Go£s  precious  way  and  trutb^ 
wbicb  will  he  bittemefs  in  the  latter  end  unto  allfucb  I 
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ADDED,    CONCERNING 


CHURCH-GOVERNMENT. 


FirJi^trMiAT  ic  is  the  holy  will  and  pkaiure  of  the  great  God  that  fiis 
X  church  (hould  be  governed  by  his  Holy  Spirit  and  power  re- 
"vealed  in  it.  God  is  the  God  m  order,  and  not  of  confiifion,  and  he  would 
have  every  thing  in  the  right  and  hol^  order  every  where,  eTpecially  in  his 
church.  He  hath  given  a  meafure  of  his  good  Spirit  to  every  man,  and  he 
would  have  every  nnan  governed  thereby :  and  he  hath  given  more  of  his 
good  Spirit  and  holy  power  to  his  church  than  to  any  |micular,  and  he 
would  have  his  church  governed  thereby.  Read  the  epiftles  of  Chrift  to 
the  churches  in  the  fecond  and  third  chapters  of  the  RevikaionSy  and  fee 
how  government  and  care  over  their  members  is  expefted  from  diem.  A 
churoi  is  a  gathering  in  the  name,  power,  and  authority  of  die  Moft 
High  %  and  Chrift,  to  whom  God  gave  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  is  in 
dftm,  and  with  them.  God  tcnows  they  can  do  nothing  Without  his  power ; 
and  he  is  faithful  who  bath  appointed  them  to  meet  togedier  in  his  name, 
and  he  tviU  not  fail  them.  How  hath  this  been  experienced  in  former  days ! 
And  how  has  this  been  experienced  in  this  our  day,  blefled  be  the  name  &[ 
our  God  I  The  life  that  ^rings  in  the  church,  the  light  that  (bines  in  the 
church,  the  power  and  prefence  of  the  Lord  that  is  revealed  in  his  churchy 
oh!  how  glorious  is  it!  God  hath  not  gathered  nor  preferved  a  people 
through  fo  many  triab,  nor  fo  <exercifed  and  built  them  up  in  his  pure  fear. 
Holy  Spirit,  and  living  truth,  to  leave  them  fo  fuddenly,  and  caft  them  ofl^^ 
as  fome  men  vainly  imagine ;  but  as  the  Lord  hath  thrown  down  that  which 
ihall  never  be  built  up  more,  (a  the  LcM'd  hath  built  up  that  which  (hall  ne- 
ver 
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wr  be  thrown  down  more,  and  brought  many  of  his  people  to  a  fetded  fl^ce, 
in  the  unchangeable  truth  and  power. 

Secondly^  It  is  the  great  work  of  Satan,  and  the  great  intereft  of  Satan, 
to  oppote  the  holy  order  and  government  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  in  his. 
t:hurch.  It  is  that  power  which  threw  down  his  kingdoox,.  and  that  power 
will  keep  his  kingdom  down  \  yea,  the  xofxt  that  authority  and  power  is 
eftabhftied  in  the  church,  the  more  he  is  feen  through^  and  his  ftrengtli 
and  fubtilty  avail  nothing  before  the  wifdom  ^and  power  of  God  revealed  ia 
his  church.  And  this  we  have  ob&rved,  and  may  obferve,,  ia  thi&  our  day^. 
the  judgment  of  the  church,  the  life  in  the  church,  the  light  that  hath 
^  ftayed  with  the  church  and  holy  gathering,  while  parriculars  fometimes.  hav<: 
been  miftaken,.  and  erred  about  the  light  in  themfelves,  hath,  beca  a  ftay 
to  thofe  that  have  hearkened  to  her  voice,  and  a  means  to  help-  to  recover 
thofe,  who  through  the  ftrength  o^  the  temptation,  and  their  too  confident 
leaning  to  that  which  they  took  for  the  light  within,  and  not  confulting 
.with  thofe  whom  God  had  ordained jo  be  an  help, to  the  weak,  and  had  a 
clearer  eye*fight  and  underftaiidifig  in  -the  truth  than  themfelves  ^  I  fay,,  the 
light  that  hath  ftayed  with  the  church,  hath  been  a  help  to  recover  fuch 
who  have  miftaken  in  judgment,  and  erred  from. the  light  in  their  own  par- 
ticulars.   . 

•    •  • 

TbirJfy^  There  is  great  benefit  and  fafety  to  every  particular  in  ^e  holy 
.  order  and  government  which  God  hath  ordained  in  his  church.  God  know- 
.  eth  it  is  not  f|t  for  believers^  or  his  gathered^nes  to  be  aloiie,  and  there- 
fore he  hath  appointed,  that  by  the  fame  power  and  Spirit  which  gathered 
them,  they  flioukl  be  added  to  the  church  which  he  hath  afaready  gathered. 
And  then  th^y  are  in  the  place  wheve  God  takes  care  of  them  -y  where  the 
liOrd  God  appeara}  where  the  Lord  God  dwells.  For .  as  he  dwelt  out^ 
wardly  in  the  national  church  of  the  Jews,  fo  he  dwells  inwardly  in  the  fpir 
ritual  church,  and  gathering  of  believcrs.^  Ther«  life  is  in  its  unity  and 
ibefigth.1  there  light,  ihines  as  in  its  proper  place ;  there,  the  Shepherd  is 
who  keeM  the  (beep  from,  erring ;  there  the  leading  power,  the  preferving 
power,  the  ordering  power,  is  daily  waited  for,  and  experienced  in  its 
brigbtnefs  and  dearnefs.  fFce  is  io  btm  thai  is  akm  \  but  bkflings  are  upon 
him  who  is  in  unity  with  God's  holy  gathered  people,*  and  is  ia  the  fenfe  o^ 
and  under  the  guidance  of^  that  Spirit  which  is  continually  prefent  with 
themi.  And  as  we  have  witne0ed  blelfings  in  our  firft  gathering,  as.  w< 
were  gathered  and  joined  to  the  light.  Spirit,  and  power  of  the  holy  God 
in  our  own  particulars,,  fo-  we  have  witne^d-  blelfings  m  our  unity  with  the 
life  in  the  body »  Oh.  I  how  every  motion  of  life  is  &lt  there  i  How  the 
wifdom  and  power  of  God  is  revealed  there !  What  help  is  adminifteied  tD> 
every  member  there !  How  is  the  knitting  in  the  life,  and  the  flowing  of  the 
life  and  h^ly  power  ft^qm  veflel  to  teflSb),  dailft  experienced:  there  I  So  that 
every  one  is  quickened  with  the  pure  life;  every  one  feafoned  with  the 
pure  (alt  *,  every  virgin  anointed  with  the  holy  ointment ;  every  one  leavened 
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widi  the  le^tt^m  which  unleavcha  to  fin  and  Satkn,  and  kav^m^  to  God.    Io« 
deed  jny  foul  daily  bleflcth  the  Lord,-  not  only  that  he  h^th  viGtcd  me,  but 
brought  me  into  the  holy  living  fociety ;  and  that  daily  the  Lofd  vouch* 
fafcth  to  give  nie  to  partake  of  their  life  and  Spirit,  in  which  life  and  Spirit 
I  have  unity  with  them,  and  love  thcfti,  and  honour" them,  and  not  out  of 
it    Oh !  praifea,  and  everiafting  honour,  and  renown  to  the  Lord  my  God, 
trho  hath  remembered  me  with  the  favour  he  bears  to  his  people,  and  hath 
.  k  vifited  me  with  his  fahratfon,  that  he  hath  given  me  to  fee  the  good  of 
his  chofeh,  and  caufed  my  poor,  defolate,  mourning  foul  to  rejiMce  in  the 
gladnefs  of  his  narion,  and  to  glory  in  him  with  his  inheritance.    Glorious 
tnings  were  fpoken  of  the  church  under  the  law ;   a  glorious  power  and 
prefcncc  was  with  that  outward  people,  under  that  outward  covenant ;  but 
this  was  but  a  fliadow  of  the  glory  that  was  to  be  revealed  in  the  church  of 
the  new  covenant,  and  of  the  prefencc  and  power  of  the  living  God,  that 
was  to  be  manifefted  and  dwell  there:     And  indeed  it  is  mamfefted,  indeed 
it  doth  dwell  there,  and  thofe  that  are  the  begotten,  and  bom,  and  pre- 
fcrvcd  by  God's  Holy  Spirit,  and  power  of  the  immortal  Word  erf  life,  owlf 
witnefe  it. 

Fourthly  J  The  glory  and  beauty  of  the  New-Teftament^church  doth  in  no 
fmall  degree  confift  in  the  holy  order  and  government  of  them^  as  a  %iriti3tl 
living  body,  by  the  blefled  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord. 

There  were  fwr  things  wherein  the  glory  of  the  church  of  the  Jews  m- 
•der  the  covenant  did  much  confift. 

The  jfr;^  was,  in  the  fahration  wherewith  God  vifiied  them,  and  wttdi 
lie  beftowcd  upon  them.  HMppy  art  tbou^  O  I/raelf  HH^  is  kke  t$  /te, 
O  peopk  faved  by  the  Lord^  the  Jbkld  rf  thy  help^  and  whd  is  the  fasmri  #f 
thine  excellency.  And  thine  enemietfiaU  he  found  fyars  unto  ih^^  and  ibouJUt 
tread  upon  their  high-ptaees^  Deut.  xxxiii.  -29. 

Secondfyj  In  the  gifts  God  beftowcd  upon  them ;  for  Ood  did  adom  and 
beautify  that  people  with  the  good  things  whkh  he  beftowed  i^on  them, 
Ezei.  xvi.  14. 

Thirdly^  In  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  their  God  in  the  midft  trf  tibem, 
the  ark  of  whofe  prefence  was  with  them,  and  whofe  dwelling-phoe  was 
among  them,  and  who  was  nigh  xinto  them  to  be  enquired  of  by  them,  and 
to  anfwer  and  fupply  them  with  all  that  they  wanted  and  called  «poa  him 
"for,  Deut.  iv.  7. 

Faurthfy^  In  the  holy  ftatutes  and  righ(eous  ^dgtnents  which  God  gave 
them  to  be  ordered  and  governed  by,  as  his  cfafofen  people j  wr.  5,  6^ 
imd  8. 

Now  an  t!iefe  are  much  more  fulfiDed  in  the  New-Teftammt-dnBch  \ 
for. 


ta     • 
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Ffrfif  There  is  thefalvadon  witneffed,  which  this  outward  fidhration  of  thi$ 
Reward  people  was  but  a  figure  of.  There  the  everlafting  arm  of  God's 
power  is  revealed  in  an  inward  and  fpiritual  way  and  manner^  to  deflxoy  the 
enemies  of  a  man's  own  houfe»  to  redeem  from  Satan,  to  cut  Rahab,  to 
^ound  the  dragon  ipwardly,  and  to  defend  his  gathered  people  from  ths 
ifiroads  of  his  ftrengcb,  and  from,  the;  fubtilty  of  his  temptations. 

Secondfyj  The  Lord  doth  give  greac  gifts  to  his  churches  *»  be  bleifech 
them  with  all  fpiritual  bleilings  in  heavenly  thmgs  in  Chrift»  Mark  the  djr 
verfity  of  gifts,  and  diverfity  of  manifeiUtions,  which  God  gave  to  his 
churches  in  the  apoftles  days,^  i  Ci^.^xii«.4,  (^c. 

Thirdly^  There,  was  God's  prefence  reveal^;  there  Chrift  was  in  the 
midft,  whenever  they  were  gathered  together  in  his  nitme.  Every  church 
(as  well  as. that  of  the  Epheuaos)  was  built  up  together  an  habitation  of 
God  through  the  Spirit,  Efbef.  \u  %z.^ .  Yea,  Chrift  was  head  over  all  thing;i 
to  the  church,  which  is  his  body,  the  fuUnefs  of  him  that  filleth  all  in  all, 
Chap.  i.  22,  23t  Yea,  they  w^c,  and  are,  the  temple  oi  the  living  God, 
m  which  God  would  dwell  and  wglk,  wd  be  their  Gpd,  aad  they  his  peo-i 
pie,  2  Cvr,  vi.  i6. 

Fcuribly^  The  holy  Wer  of  his  owo  Spirit  t^d  life  Qod  will  i?ot  fail  to  re- 
veal unto  them^that  fhey  may  walk  in  tfaue  Spirit  .of  the  gofpel,  in  the  power, 
of  the  gofpel,  in  the  order  c^the  gofpel,  afld  the  holy  government  ctf  Gpd'a 
Spirit  and  power  nuy  (hine  m  ^  midft  of  them,  und  that  God  may  bleia 
ihem  as  an  habitation  of  juilice,  and  mountain  of  holinels,  Jfr.  xxi>  %%• 

The  church  is  a  body*,  eveiy  particular  foul  that  is  renewed,  quickened,, 
mnd  kept  aUyfi»  is  a  mef^ber,  Npw  every  member  needs  the  presence  and 
power  of  that  Spirit  which  quickened  it,  to  nourifh,  .keep  alive,  suid  orden 
it.  And  the  chuith  hath  much  niiQre  need  of  the  Spirit  to  be  rprefenc 
with  it,  to  guide  and  order  it,  and  keep  it  in  the  holy  order,  power,  »nd  go•^ 
vermnen^of  )ife«  And  this  oKler  tod  holy  government  in  the  Spirit  apd 
power  of  the  I,^d  was  brought  forth  in  the  i^poftles.days :  for  the  apoftietf 
did  rejoice  in  it  concerning  that  church  of  Cok>i{e,  who  joyed  beholding^ 
their  order,  and  the  ftedfaftne&  of  their  faith  in  Chrift,  Colof.  lu  5,  For; 
the  apoftles  a^d  mrnifters  of  Chnft  did  fet>  thiiiigs  in  order  in  that  day^ 
Tii.  u  5*  I  Car.  xi.  34.  and  it  was  thqir  joy  to  fee  that  order  obferved,  and 
their  grief  VFhen  {hey  were  unruly^  and  would  ^ot  be  fut^ed  to  the  holy 
order  and  governmeoft^of  the  <;hurch,  i  Tbeff.  v.  14.  TU.  i.  10.  And  xj^a 
church  of  Corinth,  though  it  ^11  (hurt  in  00  gift,  yet  falling  (horf  in  prd^« 
it  did  not  arrive  et  the  glory  o£  fome  other  churches. 

The,  Spiritual  Solomon,  vjhp  is  fiill  of  ;he  wifdom  of  God,  oh !  the^ 
blefled  order  end  holy  governnaent  that  he  brings  forth  aa>ong  his  qhurch; 
and  people !  How  doth  God  eflablith  Jeruialem,  and  make  her  a  praife  in 
the  earth,  bu(  by  the  holy  ofder  and  blei}qd  govoiiment  of  his  Spirit,  go^ 
yerning  her  as  a  chgn:h,  as  a  fpiritual  body,  by  his  own  pure  wifdono,  wl^h: 
no  other  government  or  order  qMi  .fiPOWlQewr?.  An^  tr uly.  my.  heart  hath; 

been 
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been  often  aSefted  and  fitted  mth  a  ravKhing^  joy,  when  I  have  behdJ  the 
heavenly  and  bleflcd  o^rder  and  government  which  the  Lord  God  of  wifdonr 
hath  already  brought  forth  among  us,  and  guideth  ms  in,  to  the  comforr 
and  refrefliment  of  many,  and  to  the  injury  and  hurt  of  none,  neither  with- 
out nor  within.     And  indeed  we  do  not  defire  any  greatnefs  or  authority  rf 
man ;  but  only  of  the  Lord  our  God  in  the  midft  of  us,  that  aH  raeti  may 
be  but  his  fervants  and  minifters  in  the  church,  iand  to  the  church,  for  the 
good  of  the  church.     No,  no ;  this  is  the  day  of  the  Lord,  of  the  fetting 
up  a^  exalting  of  his  power  in  the  church,  which  the  church  wakerh  for, 
and  knoweth  the  appearance  of,  MiA  cannot  bear  the  exaltadon  of  nran  (of 
man's  fpirit,  wiiUom,  power,  and  authority)  inftead  of  the  Lord'*.     Yet 
nothing  that  cometh  ft'om  tile  Lord,  fmm  his  pure  life  and  Spirit  in  an7,. 
muft  t^  lejeded :  and  if  the  Juotd  ple^e  to  make  tile  of  thofe  whom  he 
did  make  ufe  of  to  gather  home  to  himfelf  i  I  (ay,  if  he  hath  given  themr 
gifts,  and  pieafe  to  make  ufe  of  then>  aUb  in  building  up,  and  manifeft- 
iag  the  holy  order  cf  his  Holy  Spirit  and  power,  the  Lord  muft  not  be  re* 
fifted  or  withftdod  therein ;  but  whacewer  comes  from  him  muft  be  received 
with  thankfulnefs,  through  what  inftrument  foever  he  pieafe  ta  convey  it. 

Obje6lL  jS«/  bavi  1  nl>t  heintaiigbt  /9  htfiAjeB  to  thi  Hgbt  in  my  own  hearty 
and tt> make  that  wy Judge?  And  is  not  Ms  another^  ornew^  or  different  doc- 
trine^om  tbat^  new  to  Ulimi  ImufiftdjeB  to  tbe  ligbt  rf  Qkts  Spirit  in  bis 
eburcb?^  Suppofi  tbat  wbkbtbe  chiiiN:hrequimi^  wr  tfrders^  er  bokhfartby  be  dif- 
ferent fraih  my  ligbt^  or  he  not  yet  revealed  tome  by  tbe  Ugbt  wberewitb  God  batb 
eniigbtemd  nu^  muft  I  deny  the  Ugbt  wberewitb  God  batb  enligbteried  me^  and 
Jntyeil  to  tbe  churcVs  Ugbt  f  Or  muft  IpraBift  as  tbe  cbmrcb  orders^  befart  T 
baive  Ugbt  and  faitb  in  my  own  particular  f 

.Anfw.  I  (hall'  anfwer  this  queftion*  according  to^  the  n^ed  and  pl^  fenfe^ 
of  truth  i»  my  heart.    - 

firft^  God  gives  power  to*  his  church  to  perform  all  that  he  requh-es  of 
her  as  a  church.  Now  the  church  is  a  fpiritual  body,  and^is  to- take  care 
of  het  members,  to  look  after  them  that  they  mind  the  truths  and  walk 
according  «k>  truth,  and  to  admotii(h«  and*  reprove  them  when  they  do  other- 
wifev^  -And  every  member  of  the  church  ought  to-  hear  the  church,  ixr 
whatever  (he  (peaks  unto  it  from*  God. 

Sidondifl  Every  rfiember  hath  need  of  the  light,  Spirit  and  power  which» 
Godjgives'hrs  church,  ahd  reveals  in*  his  church,  fepthe  good  of  the  body, 
^d  the^  benefit  alt^d  advantage  of  each  member  thereb; 

i^bifdfyi  The  light.  Spirit  and  power  in  tiie  church  is  never  eontrary  ta 
Ae^li^ght,  Spirit,  and  pow^r  i*v  any  member;  but  always  one  with  it,  and 
a  cheriflier  and  prcfdrvcr  of  what  God  begets,  and  which  anfwers  hiswitnefs 
in  any.  The-  ntfW  JeTufafem,  the  church  rf  God*s  building  in  his  own  Spirit 
and  power,  ?8  k  tity  at  Unity  with  itfelf  The  greateft  degree  of  light  owns^ 
and  is  at  unity  with,  the  leaft ;  and  the  k^  degree  c^  light  hath  a  feofe  of 
that  whkh  is  in  d^rce  and  oio^ure  abow  lU 
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. ,  :F(mtAlf^^\xt  light  .in  the  weakeft,  which  they  are  at  ficft  to  be.  turned^ 
and  afterwards  to  be  kept  xx^^  though  there  is  a  fulBciency  in  ic  for  the 
particular,  yet  they  are  not  fo  underftanding  and  fenfible  of  it  as  tbofe' 
whofe  fenfes  have  been  Ions  ezercifed  in  the  living  truth,  and  are  grown 
in  the  holy  experience.  Therefore  as  the  eklers  are  to  be  tender  of  the 
younger,'  fo  the  younger  are  to  reverence  the  elders  in  the  Lord,  and  Jiot  to 
^ight  their  teftimony,  experience,  or  judgment  in  the  truth.  When  we 
.were  firft  convinced  of  the  truth,  were  we  not  in  a  great  degrerlgnoraiot 
«nd  doubtful  concerning  the  rifings  and  motions  of  it  in  the  heart,  which 
the  eye  being  yet  weak,  could  not  clearly  diftinguilh  ?  And  oh !  how  helpful 
to  us  was  the  tender  care  and  advice  of  fuch  whom  God  had  made  acquaint!^ 
with  thofe  things,  and  were  able  to  give  us  true  judgment  from  himv 
in  fuch  cafes  as  our  weak  minds  were  apt  to  be  entangled  about,  and  ccaiid 
.not  fee  through  ? 

Pifibfy^  Great  fobriety  is  needful  in  fuch  cafes,  wherein  men  are  too 
prone  to  be  judging  others,  cipecially  the  church  of  God.  Every  man  i& 
.CO  take  heed  of  thinking  of  himfelf  more  highly  than  he  ought  to  thiAk ; 
.but  to  think  foberly^  according  as  God  had  dealt  to  every  man  the  meafure 
of  faith,  Rom.  xii.  3.  And  the  young  men  (who  have  not  the  e^eperience 
of  the  aged,  and  are  moft  apt  to  confidence  and  excurfions)  are  in  a  fpecial 
manner  to  be  exhoned  to  be  ibber*minded,  Tit.  ii.  6.  Men  may  eafily 
judge  that  others  err,  and  that  they  themfelves  keep  to  die  lifl[ht  and  mea- 
fure of  truth  in  their  own  particulars ;  but  it  is  hard  to  do  it.  But  they 
.that  indeed  do  it,  abide  in  the  humility,  and  innocency^  and  lamb-like 
ipkit,  which  would  give  no  offence  in  any  thing,  neither  to  Jew  nor  Geo-^ 
ctle,  nor  to  the  church  of  God.  If  it  will  go  fo  hard  with  him  that  offends  » 
one  of  CfarifPs  litde^ones,  how  will  it  go  with  him  that  offends  his  churchy 
wherein  his  glory  and  power  rifeth,  and  is  eftabiilfaed  ?  The  church  is  not 
kpt  to  be  fuch  an  earing  body  from  the  light.  Spirit,  and  power  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  as  many  (who  mifUke  concerning  the  light  in  their  own  par* 
ticulars)  are  too  apt  to  fuppoie. 

LaJU;fj  Ever  fince  the  fall  of  man,  man  hath  been  fecretly,  or  more  ma-  ^ 
fiifeilly,  direded  by  a  light,  or  the  principle  within,  to  diredt  or  guide  his  - 
.ways.    To  Adam  the  holy  feed  was  promifed,  which  was  not  only  to  appear 
i^utwarcUy  in  a  bo(fy  of  fldh,  but  alio  within  in  man's  heart,  to  bruife  the 
ferpent's  ihead  there.    And  the  holy  patriarchs  had  not  the  letter  outwardly,,  • 
but  God's  Spirit  inwardly  to  be  their  gukle  and  teacher,  which  did  alfo  ftrivc 
>rith  the  wicked:  old  workl  before  the  fiood.     The  Jews  alfo  were  direfted' 
to  the  WoM  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart ;  and  this  Word  (hewed  alio 
Co  the  Gentiles  what  was  good,  and  what  the  Lord  required  of  them  %  and 
by  £ips  Word  fiich  of  the  Gentiles  as  hearkened  to  it  telt  fomewbat  of  the 
new  ;creatien,  end  of  the  new  .nature,  by  whicK  nature  they  did  in.  meafure 
enfwer  the  bely  law.  of  iGod,;  and  do  the  things  contained  in  the  law,  whick 
by  the/oki  corcopt  nature  no  man  can  ^[  AUp  Chrifl:  preached  .the  Jf^ing^ 
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dbm,  Or  feed  of  th(  king(k)in  within.  ^  And  the  apoftlcs  pccadicd'the  &ne 
word  of  faith  within^  which  Mofes  hftd  teftifiod  of.  .    . 

Yet  in  none  of  thefe  difpeiifiuncis  was  aby  ceftiaionf  fnun  God  to  be 
defpifed  s  but  his  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  pniphetSt  iti  Chiift^  and  in  die 
apoftles.  And  though  men  are  blefledly  and  glorkittflf  turned,  and  to  be 
tttrned  to  the  light  within,  in  thefe  our  dijs  \  yet  they  are  not  thereby  tau{^ 
to  negled  or  defpife  the  voice  of  God,  in  any  whom  he  fends  and  fpeaks 
by^  and  pretend  it  is  contrary  to  their  light )  but  to  lie  low  before  die  Lori, 
that  in  the  true  humility  and  holy  fear^  they  may  know  the  voice  of  the  Shcp* 
herd,  both  in  their  own  hearts,  and  nk  whomfopver  he  pkafeth  to  fyoL 
For  the  Great  Aihiighty  God  is  not  iioiited,  b«t  he  jnay  fpeak  in  mA  thro' 
whom  he  pleafeth*  He  may  fpeid^  to  me  from  the  anointing  ki  tty  an 
heart,  and  the  holy  anointisig  may  pleafe  to  fpeak  to  me  through  odien  \ 
and  fo  far  as  I  am  of  God,  and  fenfible  of  his  appearance,  1  cannot  defpife  tbc 
voice  of  the  anoindng  in  my  own  h^art,  or  through  others.  Yea,  tfutii 
teacheth  that  modefty,  temperance,  humilttyi  cendecnefs,  and  ibbriety,  tint 
I  dare  not  deipife  the  voice  that  pretends  to  the  anointing^  in  any,  imtil  I 
have  made  trial  of  it.  Yea,  John  renny man's  voice  9pA  fieftioKNiy  I  durit 
not  condemn,  until  the  Lord  my  God,  in  the  unerring  light  and  pure  Ipring- 
ing  life,  manifefted  unto  me  that  it  was  not  of  him,  but  oi  the  transforoH 
ing  enemy,  who  had  bewitched  and  deceived  him  hj  his  ftrong  delu&ons 
(he  forfaking  the  mck,  which  woiidd  have  been  his  ftrength),  to  receive  aod 
beUeve  a  lie,  inftead  of  the  truth. 

Oh !  bleffed  be  the  Lord  for  the  building  up  fuch  a  church,  and  fpeakiog^ 
€0  us  throu^  his  church  \  And  happy  are  they  that  hear  her  ipoicc,  and  ^ 
keep  to  their  own,  as  to  know  the  voice  of  their  own  in  the  church,  and 
are  not  through  temptadon  prgudtced  againfl:  it.    For  it  is  the  Lonfi 
gathering,  and  the  Lord  is  with  it ;  and  the  people  Who  have  been  gather* 
ed  by  the  Lord,  and  are  daily  taught  by  him,  keep  wkh  him*    And  tfaof 
Ibme  may  depart  from,  us,  and  through  error  of  judgment  teftify  againft  us, 
yet  truth  abides,  and  the  Lord's  people  abide  with  the  truth,  and  his  build* 
ing  goeih  on,  and  the  holy  government  of  his  Son  encreafeth  in  k,  and  the 
Lord  appears  more  and  more  inwardly  in  his.gkKy,  as  the  beirts  of  his 
people  are.  made  capable  to  receive  it  from  him.    And  in  all  the  goings  out 
of  any, '  and  apoftafies  that  have  been  in  any,  through  faearkeoiag  to  a 
wr6ng  fpirit,  they  that  have  heard  and  reverenced  the  voice  and  tefthoony 
of  the  church,!  and  GodV  chofen  and  bfefied-mmiftry,  which  he  hadi  raifed 
among,  us,  haveftill  been  preferved;  and  they 'that  have  gone  tberc£roov 
been,  betrayed.   .And  it  is  my  faith,  this  church  of  God^  gathering  foall 
ftill  be  preferved,  and  grow  m  the  hdy  domimon  and  authority  of  God's 
bleiled  Spirit;  and  that  all  her  enemies  (hall  be  found  liars  Unto  h<av  ^^^ 
flie  (faaUr  tre^  upon :  their  high  places,  and  (hall  grow  and  prosper  the 
more  by  all  oppoution  -,.the  evoriaiting  anm  and  wiiSom.  of  the  Alougbty 
being  wtthhcr,  lo.prcferve^  profpot^  4md>bkla  her,  ib^bc  k.    jAmsr. 
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^rue  Experience  felt  in  the  Heart  from  the  GOD' 

of   TRUTH* 
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^e  kingjcm  of  beaven  is  like  t9  a  zraiu  of  nrnftari-feedy  wbicb  a  mm  took  and 
fpwta  in  bis  field.  fFhicb  indeed  is  tbe  leafi  of  all  feeds :  but  when  it  is 
grown^  it  is  tbe greatefi  among  berbs^  &c»    Matt,  xiii.  31,  32. 

Being  bom  again^  not  ^  corruptible  feed^  but  incorruptible^  by  the  word  of  Go4 
wbicb  livetb  andabidetb  for  ever^     i  Pet.  i.  23. 

JVbo/oever  is  bom  of  God^  dotb  net  commit  fin  \  for  bis  feed  remainetb  iu  bim  c 
and  be  cannot  fin^  becaufe  be  is  born  of  God.     i  John  iii.  9% 
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1  WOULD  fain  have  (and  my  Ibul  exceedingly  breathes  to  the  Lord  for 
it)  diluting  about  religion  come  to  an  end,  and  the  right  underftand- 
iii^,  pcaftifihg,  am}  ex^erieBcing  tke  tnie  velig^n^  be«iii  and  g^  on  in  mtfns 
^Hearts.  '  The  gofpel-religion,  in  the  apoities  days,  dia  begin  in  the  evidence 
and  demonftration  <^  God's  Spirit  inwardly ;  and  it  cannot  rightly  begin 
any  otherwifenow.  Nor  can  it  rightly  go  on  any  other  way,  but  according 
to  its  beginning:  fdr  tfhey  thai  be^in  in  theSpirk^  kannot  poffibly  rightly 
go  on,  or  be  made  perfed,  by  the  fiefli.  Did  the  apoftles  in  vain  watt  ibr 
the  Spirit  and  power  from  on  high  ?  Can  the  Goipel-miniftry,  or  gofpel- 
¥^k  m  any  heart,'  be^' carried  on^without  kf  Or  did  thev  in  vahi  turn  men 
from  Satan's  power  to  God?  Can  the  Icaft  true  change  be  wrought  in^'the 
heart,  without  the  operation  of  GW's-  Holy  Spirit  and  power  there  ?  And  to 
be  turned  to  wait  for,  and  taught  to  know,  the  rifings  of  the  pure  power  of 
the  Lord  inwardly  (which  is  to  neceflary  to  begin,  preferve,  and  carry  on 
the  WQrk),^ohi  what  a  precious  minii^tiqii  o£  life;  aqd^of  the^gofpel, 
is  this  fcom  the  Lord^  The  ihkig  thai  we  Wanted, /and  mourned  ^er  all 
our  days,  in  our  feveral  ftrains  and  ways  of  profeffion,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  this,  is  now  met  with ;  blefled  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  who 
hath  caft  up  and  prepared  the  way  (according  to  his  promifc)  before  the 
face  of  all  people.  Whoever  hath  tn  ear  to  hear'  what  the  Spirit  laith  to 
the  churches  of  his  own  gathering,  or  from  the  angel  of  his  own  iendmg, 
may  now  hear  the  blefled  tidings  of  the  reign  of  the  King  of  Ifrael,  and 
of  Sion  his  holy  hill,  and  Jerufalem  his  holy  city ;  and  how  to  wait  for  the 
law  going  out  of  Sion,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jertifalem,  and  how 
he  may  receive  the  fhcep's  nature,  and  the  flicep's  ear,  which  hears  the  voice 
of  the  Shepherd,  and  is  not  deceived  about  it.  Gh !  come  out  of  the  vain 
,  difputing  mind,  and  thou  comeft  out  of  deceit !  Come  into  the  true  filence 
and  ftilling  of  the  flefbly  part  thither,  where  God's  voice  is  heard  and  un- 
derllood  \  and  thou  comefl:  into  inie  certainty.    There  thou  condcft  to  hear 

the 
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the  voice  behind  thee,  calling*  thee  from  every  falfc  way  (which  is  pol- 
luted, and  where  thy  fouPs  reft  is  not)  and  direfting  thee^  to  the  true  way; 
to  the  way  of  holinels,'  IFvIngly  pointing  out  and  faying  to  tfiee,  "  This  is 
*'  the  way,  walk  in  it."     T4iis  is  the  way  of  life,  this  is  the  way  of  tru|:J[t> 
fhis  is  the  way  of  peace,"  this  is  the  way  of  TiolineiiS ;  lierelill  tlie  true  tra- 
vellers are  to  walk,  with  their  faces  Sion-wards,  to  obtain  the  kingdom  and 
righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrill.  rr  Nwy^  Oh  Uevery  one  that  truly 
thirfts,  why  do  ye  not  come  to  th'c'wateftT  God  Ratn  opened  the  way,  he 
heartily  invites  you ;  yea,  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay  come,  and  take  t;he 
waters  of  l^e  freely,    (ph !  wait  toj  know  Aeinward  holy  po^er,  and  t^? 
inwafd  birth;  and  the*inward  teaching,  and  tfeFinwarcl  2ovenarit,^  and  this 
fiirth's  overcoming,  by  the  inward  power,  the  inward  enemies ;  that  ye  being 
delivered  from  them,  may  come  to  enjoy  the' well  of  life,  and  to  fit  down 
in  the  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus,  where  the  true  reft  is  •,  and  in  the 
ftrength^  -  li£r,^  and  virttie  of  his  Spirit,  (n;if  /erv^e  the  Ii)ifi  i^  ri^eeg|fnefs 
and  ndmefs;  witTOut  fear 'of  thbfe  enemteS' ^hicK  the  Lbrdh'ath  aefivered 
you  from,  and  which  his  love,  mercy,  andj)Ower,  is  as  awing  over  vou  to 
jprefervc:  you  for  ever  from;  I  fay,  that  yeihay  firve  tfee Ldrd yow God 
put  of  the  fetr  of  tbefcu  and  feed  on  bis  iholy'  moiuntaiiit  out  of  the'  reach 
of  thofe,  in  the  majefty  of.  the  name  of  the  Lo;d  your  Gp4  «tui  i^iefe  may 
not  be.  able  to  niake  yoH  afraid,  or  difturi?'  your'  reft,  or  hinder  your  fiweet 
enjoyment  and  precious  fcrvice  of  your  God  any  more!  Oh!  yc  thar^e 
afraid  of  being  deceived,  take  heed  ye  be  not  deceived  inwaraly  in  your 
hearts,  about  thefe  things  *,  and  by  the  veil  which  the  enemy  fpreads  there^ 
hindered  and  deprived  of  your  mare  in  the  btefled  admimftiatioo  of  the 
Spirit,  ti&9  ud  power  of  our  Lord  Jeius)  whom  to  know  after-'the  flelh 
(or  as  mim  can  comprehend  concerning  him  m  his  carnal  mind)  is  of  little 
value;  hm  to  know  him  inwardly  and  fpiritiKdly,  to  live  ahd  reign,  and  to 
exercife  bis  doosinaon  in  the  heart  over  every  temptation,  and  over  d!  thac 
is  contrary  to  God  (whenever  any  fuch  thing  appears)  is  a  pure,  Kving,  ex- 
cellent, and  fatisfadory  icnontrledge  of  him  %  which  the  Lord  lead  every 
truly-hungering  and  thirfti^  feul  towanls  the  obtaining  and  full  enjoy- 
ment of!  Jtnm. 
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CONCERNING   THE 
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OR    T  H  £ 


SEED    of  the    KINGDOM: 

What  it  is :  Wh«re  it  is  to  be  found :  Who  (owed  it  there:  What 

.    is  hid  or  wrapped  up  in  it :  What  is  its  Nature  :  What  its  Ef- 

fefts ;  Of  its  Growth,  and  Hindrances  thereof:  Of  its  Bleffed- 

nefs,  and  how  it  makes  Bleffed?  How  Christ   is  formed  of 

this  Seed ;  and  how  the  Soul  is  Born  of  this  Immortal  Seed* 

4 

A/^-  VV  The  feed  of  God  is  the  word  of  God;  the  feed  of  the 
▼  ▼  kingdom  is  the  word  of  the  kingdom.  Ic  is  a  meafw  ot 
the  light  and  life,  of  the  grace  and  truth,  which  is  by  Jefus  Chrift,  whereof  in 
him  is  the  fulnefs.  It  is  an  heavenly  talent,  or  manifeftatioo  of  his  Spirit 
In  the  heart,  which  is  given  to  man  for  him,  in  the  virrae  and  ftrengthof 
Chrift,  to  improve  for  God.  This  which  God  hath  placed  in  man,  to  wit- 
neis  for  himfelf,  and  to  guide  man  from  evil  unto  good  (in  the  pure  breads 
ings,  quickenings,  and  fliinings  of  it)  this  is  the  feed,  which  is.  freely  be- 
flowed  on  man,  to  Ipring  up  and  remain  in  him,  and  to  gather  him  out  d 
himfelf,  into  itfelf 

Secondly,  fflfc  is  the  fower  of  this  feed  ? 

Anfua.  God,  in  and  through  Chrift.  He  is  the  good  hufbandman.  He» 
by  the  word  which  created  all  in  the  beginning,  creates  a-new  in  Chrift  Jc- 
fus,  renews  his  wcM-kman(hip  in  man,  and  puts  a  meafure  of  this  word  or 
Spirit  of  life  in  man's  heart,  whereby  he  renews  him ;  and  they  that  art 
thus  renewed  by  him,  are  his  workmanfhip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  udio 
^ood  works. 

Thirdly,  Where  is  this  feed  to  he  foundf 
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Atfoi.  Where  God  fows  it,  which  is  in  the  inward  earth.    It  is  an  in- 

Si^ard  feed,  and  it  ts  fowed  in  inward  land  or  earth ;  that  is,  in  the  hearts  of 

•Werr.    Thttcr  the  light  of  the  word  fhinies,  there  thff  Kfe  of  the  word  ■« 

felt,  (tirring  fecredy  in  and  quickening  thoTe  that  were  dead  in  trefpafles 

and  fins.    There  the  voice  and  call  of  the  word  is  heard,  calling  from  tm- 

righteoufnefs  and  fin,  to  righteoufnels  and  holinefs. 

Fourthly,  In  what  forts  of  earth  is  this  beavenfy  feed  fown  f 
.  Anfoo.  In  all  forts;  in  thorny  ground,  ftony  ground,  highway  ground, 
and  good  ground.  God's  inward  lightenings  enlighten  the  inward  world 
throughout  1  fo  that  God  hath  not  left  any  man  without  a  witnefs  in  his 
confcietice  againft  (in.  S6  that,  though  man's  confcienee  be  corrupt,  and 
his  light  become  darknefs,  yet  God's  witnefs  in  his  confcienee  can  never  be 
corrupted  \  but  whenever  it  witnefieth  there,  it  witneffeth  the  truth  for  God, 
and  againft  man,  and  the  corruption  and  fearednefs  of  his  heart  and  con- 
icienc<i.  ,  ,     1       •  ,  . , 

Fifthly,  In  what  fbrt  of  earth  it  hings  forth  good  fruit  to  perfeition. 

Anfw.  Only  in  the  good  ground.  It  brings  forth  fruit  in  other  grounds, 
and  the  fruit  it  brings  forth  is  ^^d.  The  convi£kion&  ate  good,  the  do^ 
fires  begotten  there  by  it,  and  that  arife  from  it,  are  good.  The  leaving 
ofi^  of  fome  bad  things,  and  doing  iboie  good  things^  is  good;  but  .the 
thorns,  the  cares,  the  worldlinefs,  the  fear  of  perfecution,  that  fpring  up 
from  another  root,  and  are  of  another  nature,  choak.  the  good  which  the 
feed  brings  forth  jn  the  thorny  ground,  and  itifle  and  choak  the  feed  itfelf 
alio,  in  fuch  kind  of  grounds.  But  in  the  good  ground  which  yields  its 
whole  nourifliment  to  t&  good  feed,  and  will  not  yield  aoorilhmeiff^to  any 
bad  \  the  good  feed  liot  only  fprings  up,  but  brings  fortk  fruit  to  perr 
fe&ion« 

Sixthly*  How  may  the  ground  that  is  had  be  made  good?  Was  not  the  ground 
pUeh  is  now  good^  once  bad  \  and  mi^  not  the  ground  which  is  now  bad^  b^ 
iuadegood? 

Jnfw.  God  hath  (hut  up  all  men  in  unbelief,  that  he  might  have  m^rpy 
upon  all.  The  heart  that  is  now  foft,  was  once  hard.  The  heart  that  1% 
now  believing,  was  once  in  the  urtbelief.  The  heart  that  now  loves  God, 
!ivas  once  in  the  enmity.  The  plough  of  God,  put  into  the  thorny  ground; 
gearing  it  up,  and  rooting  out  the  thorns  thereof,  will  change  its  natDfe^ 
and  make  it  become  better. 

,  Break  up  your  faUow  ground -y  fow  not  among  thorns  -,  faid  .God  to  his.Ifrael 
c^  old.  And  the  ftooy  ground,  if  the  ftones  be  picked  .out. of  it,  will  be 
leia  ftooy  \  yea,  not  at  all  ftony,  if  all  the  ftones  be  pi(:ked  out.  Aod  the 
h%hway  ground,  being  inclofed,  and  drefled  by  God's  Spirit  and- power, 
will  be  no  longer  common  or  highway  ground.  Doth  not  man,  by  care, 
art,  and  induftry,  change  the  nature  of  outward  land  or  ground  ?  Surely 
then  the  Lord,  by  the  word  of  his  .power,  by  his.  ipwar4  d<^ttpying  of  evil* 
and  creating  good  anew,  can  change  the  nature  of  ground  inwardly. 

Now 
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Now  for  the  clearer  an4  plainer  fignifylng  of  what  ytt  ivflnini  w  my 
heart,  concerning  this  precious  feed  of  life,  or  feed  of  the  kingikKn  of 
God ;  I  (hall  diftribute  it  under  thefe  three  heads  -,  under  which  the  ddngs 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  tide  will  be  comprized. 

I.  What  is  hid  or  wrapped  up  in  this  feed^ 
IL  The  nature  of  it. 
III.  The  ceefts  of  it. 

I. 

What  is  bid  or  nvrapped  uf  in  this  prtcious  heavenly  Seed. 

Anjw.  TNDEED  there  is  fa  much  wrapped  up  in  it^  as  the  hetftof 
I   man  cannot  conceive,  much  lels  the  tongue  uCDer  %  ytt  lbmevb( 
have  I  rat,  and  fomewhat  is  upon  my  heart,  to  fay  in  anfwer  to  this  things 
under  thefe  four  heads  foltowing. 

Firft^  The  glory  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven^  the  glory  of  the  everlilbog 
kingdom,  is  hid  and  wrapped  up  in  it  as  in  a  feed  Wiiatever  Cbrift  ap- 
pears, reigns,  and  ihines  in,  is  there  as  in  a  feed.  .Oh  I  die  (hootingsfor4 
and  fpreadings  abroad  of  it,  are  indeed  glorious  and  exoellent !  How  cant 
man  almoft  Ipeak  concerning  it  I  the  thing  idelf  (bemg  inwaidiy  fick,  known, 
and  enjoyed)  is  fo  far  beyond  all  woods !  What  doth  the  kingdom  of  God 
Hand  in  ?  It  ftahds  not  in  word,  but  in  power.  The  power  is  hid  sod 
wrapped  up  in  this  feed.  The  pure  power  of  Ufe  is  in  this  feed  Th^ 
fword  that  pierceth  Leviathan,  that  woundeth  the  Serpent's  head,  that  ol^ 
teth  Rahab  and  the  dragon,  is  in  this  ford..  Doth  the  kingdom  of  God 
confift  in  righteoufnefs,  peace,  and  joy  in  God's  Spirit?  This  is  all  in  thii 
feed,  and  is  partaken  of  and  enjoyed,  as  this  feed  iprings  up,  and  gains  au- 
thority and  dominion  in  the  neart.  Yea,  the  horn  of  God's  aiioioce^ 
the  righteous  and  peaceable  fcepter  of  the  Saviour,  is  known  and  exahBd 
in  this  feed,  as  it  fprings  up,  and  ipreads  abroad  in  the  life  and  virtue  of 
the  Father. 

Secondly^  The  divine  nature  of  God  Almighty  is  hkl  and  wtvppeA  up  iQ 
it.  It  is  the  feed  of  God,  and  it  is  of  the  very  nature  of  God^  and  be  is 
whom  it  fprings,  and  who  is  gatho'ed  into  it,  bom  of  it,  and  one  with  it^ 
partakes  of  the  divine  nature.  Peter  fpeaks  of  the  great  and  precknis  pro- 
mifes,  whereby  the  faints  are  made  partakers  of  the  divine  naturer  All  the 
promifes  are  to  the  feed  of  promife,  to  Chrift  the  Son  of  God,  to  the  feed 
of  God,  to  the  heirs  of  life  and  falvadon  in  Chrift ;  and  they  are  aH  fulfilled 
to  thent,  and  enjoyed  by  them,  who  are  ingrafted  into,  and  one  with  Chrift 
the  fe^  y  which  cannot  be,  but  by  the  grace,  by  the  truth,  by  the  light, 
life.  Spirit,  and  power,  which  he  fbws  in  the  heart ;  which  are  not  many 
chings,  but  all  conta'med  and  comprehended  in  the  one  feed. 
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.v.TW^V  All  the  graces  and  virtues  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  are  hid  tod 
wrapped  up  in  this  one  feed.  There  is  nothing  God  can  require  of  the  foul, 
nor  nothing  the  foul  can  dcGre  of  God,  but  is  hid  and  wrapped  up  in  this 
/eed.  So  that  all  that  is  needful,  or  all  that  can  be  de(ired,  is  the  growing 
and  fpreading  of  this  feed  in  the  foul,  and  the  foul's  gathering  into  it,  and 
its  living,  dwelling,  abiding,  and  a&ing  in  it.  And  oh  1  the  great  difl^ 
rence  between  the  foul's  felfiih  ftriving  and  willing,  and  running,  to  join 
to  God  and  Chrift,  and  to  live  in  God  and  Chrift  \  and  God's  joining  it  to 
himfelf  and  his  Son  in  this  feed,  and  its  living,  willing,  and  acting,  in  ttie  - 
fpringing  life  of  this  feed !  To  make  this  a  little  more  plain  and  evident 
to  the  hearts  of  thofe  that  defire  the  true  underftanding  of  this  thing,  I  (hall 
inftance  in  fome  partictdars. 

Firft^  The  pure,  living,  heavenly  knowledge  of  the  Father,  and  of  his 
Son  Chrift  Jefus,  is  wrapped  up  in  this  feed.  God  is  light ;  and  this  feed, 
which  comes  from  him,  is  not  darknefs,  but  light ;  and  in  the  fpringing 
light  of  this  feed,  God  and  Chrift  are  revealed.  The  divine  nature  of  them 
fprings  up  in  the  feed  (and  ^  I  know  their  nature,  I  know  them) ;  yea, 
here  we  (whom  the  Lord  hath  vifited,  and  (hewn  mercy  to,  though  men 
detpife  us)  know  the  righteous  Spirit  of  Chrift,  the  righteous  nature  c^ 
Chrift,  the  righteous  life  of  Chrift,  and  feel  him  to  be  one  with  the  Father, 
who  begets  of  the  fame  Spirit,  natuje,  and  life  in  us.  And  he  that  is  born 
of  the  Spirit,  is  Spirit,  and  he  that  is  united  to  the  Lord  is  one  Spirit ;  and 
he  that  is  united  to  the  feed,  to  the  meafure  of  grace  and  truth  from  Chrift 
(wherein  and  whereby  the  foul  is  united),  is  united  to  God,  and  ingrafted 
into  Chrift ;  and  as  the  feed  is  formed  in  him,  Chrift  is  formed  in  him ;  and 
^  he  is  formed  and  new-created  in  the  feed,  he  is  the  workmanOiip  of 
God,  formed  and  new-created  in  Chrift. 

Secondly^  Faith,  the  true  fauth,  the  lively,  effeftual,  faving,  conquering 
faith,  which  gives  viftory  over  the  world,  and  over  the  devil  and  his  temp- 
itations,  is  contaified  or  wrapped  up  in  this  feed.  Faith  is  the  gift  of  God, 
the  precious  gift  of  God  y  which  is  not  found  in  man's  nature,  but  fprings 
and  grows  from  the  precious  feed  of  the  kingdom,  which  God  fows  in  man*s 
heart*  So  that  it  is  a  gift  to  be  waited  for,  and  obtained  from  God. 
Therefore  the  apoftle  Peter,  writing  to  the  faints  in  his  time,  direds  hii 
epiftle  thus,  ^o4bem  who  have  obtained  like  precious  faith  withuSy  through  the 
rigbteoufnefs  of  God^  and  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrijiy  2  Peter  i.  i .  Faith  is  a 
precious  thing,  a  righteousthing,  an  holy  thing,  which  God  is  the  giver  of, 
which  Chrift  is  the  author  and  finifhcr  of;  and  it  fprings  from  the  holy  root,* 
jprom  the  holy  feed  of  life  and  righteoufnefs,  which  God  fows  in  the  heart. 
This  faith  (I  fpeak  not  of  man's  ability  of  believing,  or  the  faith  which  is 
found  in  man's  nature)  is  the  faith  of  God's  deft,  Tit.  i.  i.  The  faith 
which  God  gives  to  them  that  are  born  of  him,  John  i.  li,  13-  who  aro 
born  of  the  feed  incorruptible,  by  the  word  of  God  which  liveth  and 
abideth  for  ever,  i  Peter  L  23.  which  word  being  nigh  in  the  mouth  and 
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hearty  and  begemng,  preierving,  and  increafing  faith  there  (as  is  daSjr  ex- 
perienced plentifully,  blefied  be  the'  Lord),  is  therefore  called  the  word  of 
faith,  Rom.  x.  8. 

Thirdly^  The  pure  fear,  the  holy  fear,  the  heavenly  fear,  which  is  of  a 
clean  and  heavenly  nature,  and  endureth  for  ever,  is  alfo  in  this  (eed.  Tlie 
child-like  fear  is  in  the  nature  of  the  child ;  and  the  more  it  grows  in  the 
.true  child-like  nature,  the  more  it  grows  in  this  kindly  fear,  wherein  there 
is  no  torment,  but  the  pure  pleafure  of  life,  and  of  holy  obedience  to  the 
Father  of.  life*  The  child-like  fear  is  a  promife  of  the  new  covenant ;  and 
given  to  the  children  of  the  new  covenant,  by  virtue  of  the  new  covenant  % 
God  putting  it  into  their  hearts  from  the  feed  of  life  fpringing  up  in  them, 
which  prefcrves  them  from  departing  from  the  Lord,  Jir.  xxxii.  40. 

Fourtbfyy  The  pure  divine  love  is  in  it.  As  this  fprings,  love  to  God 
.forings.  As  God  is  love,  fo  the  feed  that  is  of  him  partakes  of  love. 
There  is  no  enmity  in  it,  nor  no  enmity  or  ill-will  Iprings  from  it  This  is 
it  that  makes  it  fo  natural  to  the  children  of  God  to  love  *,  becaufe  rbey 
are  born  of  that  feed  which  came  from  the  God  of  love,  whole  natnrc  is 
♦love.  Oh !  how  daily  is  it  found,  by  fweet  and  certain  experience,  that 
this  ieed  (fpringing  up)  teacheth  and  enableth  to  love !  And  they  that  have 
this  feed  Springing  up  in  them,  need  not  to  be  writ  to,  or  outwardly  taught 
to  love  with  the  brotherly  love  -,  for  ir^  ir,  and  by  it,  and  through  it,  they 
are  taught  of  God  to  love  one  another.  So  that  there  needs  nothing  but 
the  circumcifing  of  the  heart,  the  purifying  of  the  heart,  through  the  obe- 
dience of  the  truth,  the  cutting  off  of  that  fleflily  mind,  nature,  will,  and 
wiidom,  which  cannot  love  aright ;  and  the  pure  love  will  fpring  up  fully, 
towards  the  Lord,  and  towards  the  brethren,  Dtut.  xxx,  6.  i  Peter  i.  21, 
yea,  it  will  be  natural  to  love  all ;  and  that  command  of  Chriil*s  will  not  be 
grievous ;  namely,  to  love  enemies,  even  the  greateft  rcvilers,  curfcrs,  and 
pcrfecufcrs,  Ma$t.  v.  44. 

Fifthly^  The  pure  hope,  the  hope  of  the  upright,  the  hope  which  makes 
not  alhamed,  the  hope  which  goes  within  the  veil,  and  is  a  fure  and  (ledfaft 
anchor  there,  flaying  the  mind  upon  the  Lord,  who  keeps  fuch  in  pcrfcft 
peace ;  this  hope  is  contained  in,  and  fpringeth  from,  the  feed.  For  no- 
thing but  that  which  comes  frx)m  God  (from  the  holy  feed  of  truth  and 
right eoufnefs),  can  ftay  the  mind  upon  God.  So  that  he  that  feels  the  feed, 
feels  the  hope ;  and  keeping  to  the  feed  (to  the  holy  root)  to  the  end,  the 
hope  remains  to  the  end.  So  the  mind  being  turned  to  the  light,  being  turn- 
ed from  Satan's  power  to  God,  being  turned  to  Chrift,  being  turned  to  the 
appearance  and  voice  x>f  the  word  of  life  within,  being  turned  from  the 
feed  of  wickednefs  and  darknefs,  to  the  holy  and  righteous  feed  of  the 
kingdom.,  it  is  turned  to  the  hope,  it  is  turned  to  that  which  begets  a  true 
and  right  hope  in  the  heart ;  which  hopes  in  God's  love,  hopes  in  God's 
mercy,  hopes  in  God's  kind,  tender,  and  faithful  nature ;  and  hath  no  con- 
fidence nor  hope  in  the.flelh,  but  in  the  holy^and  heavenly,  feed,  and  work 
of  righteoufneU  and  of  the  kingdom  $  which  Is  God's  battle-axe  and  weapon 
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every  temptation,  in  every  diftrefs,  in  every  trial,  in  all  the  winds,  ftorms, 
«Ad  waves  of  perlecutioa  that  it  can  be  aflaulted  with.  For  in  this  feed  the 
root  of  Jefle  is  felt,  tlie  everlafting  rock  and  foundation  of  life  i^  felt ;  and 
^ere  the.  God  of  hope  fills  his,  that  are  gathered  hither,  and  abide  here» 
^th  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  that  they  may  abound  in  hope,  thro' 
the  pover  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Rom.  xv.  X2, 13. 

Six^hfyi  The  true  patience,  which  obtains  the  crown,  ^xrhich  makes  per*- 
fe&  and^  entire  i  fy  that  there  is  nothing  wantmg,  where  it  hath  its  perfed 
work  (Jam.  i.  4O 1  the  patience  which  enables  quietly  to  fu0er  any  chafHTe- 
mentfrom  God»  or  any  affli&ioni  or  hard  dealing  from  men,  it  is  contained 
in,  and  given  with^  this  feed*  As  God  is  patient,  and  long-fufiering,  fo 
this  feed  is  alio.  It  is  man  that  is  c£  the  brittle,  fretful,  impatient  nature  ; 
but  he  that  xecciveth  the  Word  of  faidi,  the  feed  of  faith,  in  it  he  receiveth 
£uth  and  patience  alfo :  fo  that  to  him  it  is  not  only  ^iyen  to  believe;  b^K 
to  fu£S:r  alio  for  the  &ke  of  Chrift ;  and  he  that  abides  in  the  feed,  an^ 
feels.the  feed  remaiaing  in  him»  and  its  nature  prev^uling,  can  never  be  ini- 
INttient;  whiKfoever  the  Lord  fufiers  to  befal  him* 

^eventbfy^  The  Lamb's  meeknefs  is  in  it«  Where  ihould  the  Lamb's 
medcnefs  be  found,  but  in  his  Father^s  feed,  or  in  the  feed  of  his  Fathet^s 
kingdom  ?  Hsk  the  meek  and  quiet  Spirit  is  received,  witne0ed,  and  enjoyed, 
which  in  the  fight  of  God  is  of  much  {nice.  This  feed  is  lowed  or  begotten 
in  the  womb  of  the  heavenly  wifdom ;  and  the  meekneis  of  wlidom,  the 
true  meekneis  of  the  true  wimom,  is  found  in  it.  Here  the  ftiO^  ib{t,'gent1e^ 
.lamb-like  natuie  grows  up^  whereki  there  is  none  of  Eiau's  roughneis. 

Eigbibfyy  Here  poverty  of  Spirit,  true  poverty  of  Spirit^  is  witneBed. 
He  if  poor  indeed  who  bath  fold  all,  and  hath  nothing  left  him  but  this 
feed»  and  the  appearance  and  help  of  God  in  this  feed ;  which  is  not  in  his 
own  hands  nekbeft  but  in  the  will  and  difpofel  of  God. 

Nimbfy^  Here  mercifuloeis  towards  <Khers  is  experienced ;  for  he  that  is 
brought  hither  lives  only  by  mercy ;  and  he  that  lives  by  mercy,  and  is 
4kttly  what  he  is  by  mercy,  cannot  Init  be  mercifial  unto  others. 

Tenikfyi  Here  the  true  noourning  and  lamenting  after  the  Lord,  and  his 
precious  life  and  prefence,  and  bccaufe  o(  the  prefence  or  power  of  that 
which  htnders  the  growth  of  the  feed,  and  the  foul's  union  with,  and  enioy- 
meat  o^ .  xjie  Lord  in  it»  is  witneffed.  For  the  true  mourningi,  to  which 
.the  bkflfedoefs.  bdkMligs^  is  of  God,  from  the  living  fenfe  that  arifeth  from 
hk  pure  feed  in.the  l^^rt^  ajud  bklfed  indeed  t^re  they  that  thus  mourn,  for 
they  flttdl  be  comfbrted*. 

EUirndbh^  The  true  huo^ii^  and  thirfting  after  righteoulhers  arireth 
from  this  ked«  It  is  the  feed  of  God,,  the  birth  of  God,  that  whi^h  hath 
the  fenfe'  ^  the  ezceUeocy  oi  his  righteoufnf  (s,  that  hungers  and  thirits  af- 
ter his  r^teoufnefi. 

Twelftbhfy  The  true  fobriet^,  moderation,  and  temperaxice  ariieth  from 
is  feed ;  and  they  that  are  joined  to  the  feed,  and  are  ajid  a£t  in  the 
Vol.  IL  H  h  h  h  feed. 
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feed,  eafily  learn  fuch  fobriety,  moderation,  and  temperance,  as  they  lixat 
are  out  of  it  cannot  poffiWy  learn. 

hafily^  To  name  no  more,  the  crofs  which  mortifies  and  ctucifies  to  the 
world  and  to  fin,  can  only  be  taken  up  in  the  feed,  or  by  virtue  of  die 
leed.  Indeed  the  feed  is  a  crofs ;  yea,  enmity  to  the  ferpent's  nature,  ipric, 
andcourfe;  and  he  that  takes  it  up,  its  will,  its  nature,  its  law  d[  lifiei, 
takes  up  the  crofs  to  the  other  nature,  will,  and  the  law  of  fin  and  death. 
So  that  fiy  the  holy  feed;  and  thou  haft  only  a  (badow  or  appearance  of 
the  crofs ;  but  in  .a  lenfe  of,  and  fiibjedlion  to  the  feed,  the  cto&  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  is  felt,  working  powermlly  againft  fin,  and  the  whde  courfe  of 
the  evil  and  finful  nature,  efie6buaUy  crucifying  and  fubduing  it. 

Fourthly^  The  fourth  thing  which  is  hid  or  wrapped  up  in  the  precious 
feed,  which  is  the  laft  that  remain^  to  .be  mentioned  by  me  at  this  time,  is 
this;  The  new  covenant,  which  God  makes  with  the  new  Ifrael,  by  whicb 
he  makes  the  heart  new,  and  writes  his  law  in  it,  and  takes  away  the  ftony 
heart,  and  heals  all  their backflidings,  and  loves  them  freely,. and  puts  his 
Spirit  within  them,  caufing  them  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to  keep  hb  fia- 
tutes  and  judgments,  and  do  them ;  even  the  holy  agreement  c^  the  find 
iK^ith  God  in  Chrift  Jefus,  is  in  this  feed. 

God  gave  Chrift  for  a  covenant,  and  the  feed  of  grace  and  truth  comes 
by  Jefus  Chrift ;  which  is  of  his  nature,  of  him  the  covenant ;  and  all  that 
receive  this  grace  and  truth  fkom  him,  this  holy  feed  of  the  kingdom,  diey 
receive  the  covenant ;  and  they  that  walk  in  it,  walk  in  the  covenant. 
*     Here,  and  here  alone,  the  new  oeation  in  Chrift  Jefiis  is' known. 

Here,  and  iiere  alone,  the  coming  to  God  by  Chrift  is  truly  underAtxid 
and  witnefifed. 

Here,  and  here  alone,  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefiis  is  wiit 
in  the  heart. 

Keep  here,  thou  never  goeft  out  of  the  holy  agreement  witb  God  aad 
with  Cnrift ;  for  in  this  grace  and  truth,  in  this  f^  of  life,  there  is  nothing 
that  difegrees  with  them.  Here  thou  liveft  in  the  %irit,  walkeft  in  die 
Spirit,  and  doft  not,  canft  not,  fulfill  the  lufts  of  the  flelb.  There  is  no- 
thing here  that  will  either  diijdeafe  God,  or  lead  thy  feul  afide  firom  him ; 
but  here  the  Lord  guides  the  feet  <tf  his  faints,  and  teacheth  all  of  them 
(from  the  leaft  babe  of  them,  to  the  higheft  growth),  and  puts  his  law  of 
life  and  new  obedience,  and  his  holy  Spirit,  into  their  hearts,  that  none  of 
their  fteps  may  Aide.  Here  the  way  of  holinells,  wherein  God  pxxrferves 
his  from  erring,  Ifa.  zxxv.  8.  is  known  and  walked  in.  Yea,  here  Chrift 
is  known  and  felt  to  be  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.  The  flieq)  that 
are  gathered  hither,  and  come  hither,  arc  returned  to  the  £&(hop  and  Shep- 
herd of  their  fouls,  who  watcheth*  over  them,  and  powerfully  preferveth 
them,  that  they  run  aftray  no  more.  For  whither  flx>ukl  they  go,  or  whom 
ihould  they  hear,  when  they  have  found  him,  and  know  hia  voice,  witk 
whom  arc  the  i7ords  of  eternal  life  ? 
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I  flttll  condode.  this  head  with  that  pr^ciovis.  fcripture,  x  Or*  i.  ^o» 
Bui  tf  bim  an  ye  in  Cbrift  Jefm^  .wb9  of  God  .is  made  utUo  us  iwifdom^  W 
rigbtioufnifsy  and  finSificaiionj  and  redemption.  How  are  we  of  Go^i.  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  but  by  tliis  feed  of  God^  by  being  born  of  the  Spirit  of  Gkxi» 
by  being  begotten  out  of  the  fpirit  of  the  worlds  into  the  nature  and  Spirit: 
of  Chrifty.mm  this  immortal  and  incorruptible  feed  of  life,. truths  grace, 
and  Spirit  ?  And  how  do  we  put  on  Chrift»  but  by  putting  on  this  feed  ? 
And  how  do  we  grow  up  in  Chrift,  but  by  the  growing  up  in  this  feed,  and 
ieding  this  feed  grow  up  in  us  ?  And  here,  in  truth  and  demonftration.  of 
God's  Spirit,  we  are  formed  in  Chrift,  and  Chrift.  formed  in  us,  as  this  feed 
groweth  iq)  intx>  a  form  and  ihape  in  us,  and  we  ipto  a  form  and  ihape  in  i^ 
Now  we  cannot  receiye  this  feed)  but  as  we  part  with  and  deny  .our  own. 
wifilom  and  fle&ly  confidence  \  and  denying  thaf,  and  crying  to  God  for; 
wifdom,  God  brings  up  the  wiidom  of  the  feed  m  us,  and  makes  Qhf\^ 
become  unto  us  wiidcmi  therein.  And  we  cannot  hunger  after  the  true 
righteoufnets,  the  heavenly  righteoufhefs,  the  righteoulheis  of  our  Lprd^ 
Jefos  Chrift,  but  a&  we  fee  the  loathfomenefs  ^f*  wd  put  oSy  .our  own, 
righteouibefs*;  imkI  then  becoming* naked,  we  are  taught  of  God  tobuy^ 
white  raiment  of  him,  which  is  the  righteoufnefs^  of  the  faints,  and  ^  jm: 
becomes  our  rigtitoavfAc^*  m^de  fp  of  God  to  us. .  :  V    i 

And  he  is  the  p^ger  and  d^anier  of  fm  ind  unholin^fs  oyt  of,  oijmt  .hearts 
and  lives,  and  the  holy  leaveaer  and  fan£tifier  of  our  ^e^^ts ;  :fb.t;hat  ^e 
have  nothing  of  bohnefs,  but  what  we;have  of  him  aod  in  him,'  Ani^he 
is  our  redemption  I  our  redemption  is  by  him  aid  diropgh  him,;  our  re- 
diranption  is  wio^gl^t  and  preferved  by  him,  fmd^eojMye^  irMU|u  >  yea  he  ia 
made,  cf  God  unto  us  redemption.  So  that  having  bim,  we  have  redemp-* 
tion  through  his  bipod ^  yea,  he  is  our  redeemer  and  redemption  forever^ 
more.  Alas !  what  is  it  to  get  notions  of  thefe  things  into  the  outvfard 
comprehenfion  i  but  to  feel  them  livingly  in  the  .heart,  is  life  apd  peace 
for  evermore ;  and  the  knowledge  of  this  feed  of  the  kiogdom,  andof  (^od 
and  Chrift  in  this  feed,  is  the  moft  precious  knowledge  that  caa  be  deftred^ 
obcained,  or  enjoyed* 

II.  .      'i 

The  Natute  of  this' Seed,  '       ■    '  *  •  j 

WHAT  is  the  nature  of  the  feed  of  G^  or  the  feed  of  tiekingdmf 
Anfw.  Though  the  nature  of  it  hath  *  been  iargely  Ggrtifiedal* 
ready,  under'  the  fore^tog  head;  (for  the  noentioning  of  what  is  Wf^|)ed 
up  in  it,  abundandy  flieweth  its  nature),  yet  lifaall  fpeak  a  little  tnorepMoct 
tually  and  ezprefly  of  it  in  feveral  prdcularsi  aoo^ing  to  therfcriptuves, 
that  the  reader  may  have  the  more  diftinA  fenfe  and  inwwd:  appithenfioQ  of 
it,  the  Lord  opening  his  heart  in  reading  thefe  things.  .  ^  . 

.  Firfiy  It  is  of  an  immortal,  incorruprible  nature,  i  Peter  i.  ag.    It  is  a 

H  h  h  h  2  feed 


6o4  Cckcaming  the  Sud  tf  €^  6cc; 

feed  that  ean  never  die  in  kfetf,  thoogh  k  may  be  as  k  vnxt  detd  iAnm^or 
unto  man,  not  piicdng  fcrth  any  of  its  hidden  life  or  Thtue  in  diemm 
iliat  hath  (lain  k  as  to  himfelf ;  who  having  (kin  that  wfaoKby  God  ^ 
life,  is  dead  in  treijpafl^  and  in  Gns,  and  cannoc  live  fmy  more,  tin  God 
IkiraCheupoA  and  quicken  this  feed  in  him,  and  hhn  by  this  feed  Thbis  % 
{^at  tnyftery.  DoubtkTs  the  feed  of  1i^  and  godfinefi,  i^heitia  die  life 
and  godlinefi  of  the  foul  lies  hid,  muft  needs  be  a  great  myftery,  and  cao- 
not  be  known  but  as  God  rt^ds  k. 

Jkcmdif^  Its  of  a  gathering  nature.  It  is  of  the  nature  ^  a  net,  Utiti, 
ititi.  47.  It  gathers  out  oi  that  which  is  contmry  to  God,  unto  God.  It 
gathers  out  of  the  world,  out  of  the  Tea  of  mckednefs,  oist  of  the  kmg- 
dom  of  darknefs,  out  of  a  man^  own  nature  and  fpirit,  into  <God's  natore 
and  Spnit,  and  hisr  light  and  kingdonfi,  wherein  the  <b«it  fbouid  diveO, 
and  waBc,  and  be  fufcjeft,  with  God. 

mrAf^  It  is  of  a  purging,  cleanfing  natare.  It  isof  dhe  nifureaf&e, 
of  the  nature  of  water.  Inwardly  and  feiritually.  This  Ibed  is  Spirit  and 
life  in  a  meafure;  and  by  k,  or  by  God4  Spirit  which dwoHs and  is  levcabl 
in  it,  he  waflieth  ^aA  purgeth  away  the  fith  df  Ae  drngtner  of  Skn,  and 
Ae  Mood  of  Jeru&fcnrfrom  the  midft  thereof.  There  is  Hrength  in  thii 
ieed,  and  virtue  in  this  feed,  agatnft  sU  the  ftrength  of  deceit  iuad  widccd- 
seis  in  die  other  feed ;  and  as  it  ^rings  up,  and  is  recei^i^  and  joiiicd  to 
in  the  holy  fear  cf  the  Lord,  it  prevails  over  k,  and  cafteth  alwiy  i»daA- 
nefs,  and  purgeth  away  and  bwmeth  up  its  filth,  chrfT,  and  ccyr^^n. 

F^ar/it/f,  It  is  of  aTeafbntn^i  leavening,  fanA^ing  nature.  It  is  like  file, 
k  n  IBce  kaven.  ft  feaibns  and  leavens  with  If^.  It  feafens  and  ka?€tf 
with  righteoufneis.  It  fedbns  and  leavens  with  the  Xmvgt  of  God.  So 
foon  as  ever  it  fprings  in  the  heart,  it  begins  to  lea^^en  k ;  and  if  k  he  flot 
fnibbed,  or  grieved,  or  hurt,  or  quenched  (for  it  is  of  a  nioft  fcafil* 
tender  nature),  it  wiH  go  on  leavening  more  and  more  with  the  aatuft 
of  truth,  mto  the  likejicfs  of  the  God  of  truth.  Mark  iat.  s^  iMkt  xifi. 
II.    Col:  iv.  6. 

Fifthly^  It  is  of  an  enriching  nature.  It  is  a  hidden  treafure  or  psari  d 
S^eat  price.  It  makes  the  wiie  merchant  very  rich,  who  fells  all  for  it,  and 
boys  the  field  and  it.  He  that  buys  the  truth,  and  will  by  no  means  fell 
or  part  with  it,  but  gives  up  to  it,  and  makes  k  his  treafure,  oh !  bow 
doth  it  enrich  his  heart  with  tnat  which  is  holy  and  heavenly !  How  rich  doth 
'  it  ftidce  him  towards  God  1  Matt.  xiii.  44.  46. 

Sixibfy^  It  is  of  an  improving,  growing  nature,  ci  a  nature  that  will  grow 
and  may  be  improved.  The  one  talent  may  be  tncreafed  into  oiore.  The 
Httle  feed,  like  a  grain  of  muftard-feed,  wiU  giow  in  the  goad  ground  be- 
yond all  herbs,  and  become  a  tree,  a  tree  of  righteoufiieft  of  the  Lord's 
planting,  thi^thcmaybe  g^mfied.  Mm.  xiiL  51^  %%.  ckafk  av«  i&  ^- 

viii.  23. 
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Of  tbt  Efiffs, 

» 

WUA^  #fv  the  iffeSs  nfikis  fisd? 
/h/^.  The  tfkS^  of  the  pufe  ibod  m  the  heart  ttt  very  inaiiy;» 
Yfiiy  great,  ¥ef]r  fimet>  precious  APd  Uefl^d,  which  every  one  comes  to  ex- 
^drffifiQC*  that'ea^^eiienoeth  the  growth  and  fpi^ei^ing  of  iL    I  (hall  ovftance 
onif  i»  fome  fev«  to  give  » tufte  thereof. 

TJhe  firft  I  Ihtll  mefilion  is,  imioo  ind  fx>mmmiioa  wi^  God  the  Father 
xyf  our  Losd  Jeftti  JChnft»  and  the  Father  of  this  ieed,  and  of  all  that  ai^ 
lunitcd  eo  \l  Utiion  and  conarminkw  with  Crodis  (ti&  in  this  fe^dt  and  oev^r 
out  of  k.  FfOr  ia>xA  the  feed  of  the  Seipeot  a  laoian  U  feparated  from  God> 
alkftated  fmm  his  hfe»  and  can  never  coiae  near  hina,  nor  have  fellowihip 
with  htm;  ib  ti»  ^atthokf  feed,  in  the  /feed  of  life,  and  in  the  feedof  righte- 
:«afncfs.  Ml  the  feed  :of  taith,  the  foul  is  united  io  Go4  :hatb^  aqcais  to  him, 
^e  Itmglbuntaio^  ^and  hath  feUo^Kflup  with  him  in  i!l^  which  ia  Ivviog  and 
holy  of  bim.  Mca  may  imagine  an  union  and  -caoinniiiioa  with«  God  out 
lof  this,  imt  none  can  inify  unine  ^  God,  or  have  feUpwlbip  wiith  faiai,*  bm 
in  the  gift,  in  die  grace,  in  the  light,  in  the  fpirit  which  13  of  God. 

Secondfyy  This  feed  felt  ^^ringiag  in  the  hMrr^  and  loinird  to,  brings: 
lAaim  andimps  do^tdl  that  is  contrary  to  God.  Thishotgurimd  power 
iGod  hath  ^veo  to  the  feed  of  the  woman  (even  to.  the  kaft  meafure  of  it) 
that  it  flottld  bruife  the  Serpent's  head,,  and  ftee  the  foul  from  captivity  and 
ibvtfy  to  the  wicked  one.  So  that  ^  finil,  in  the  living  fenfe,  autbojity, 
>aBd  virtue  <^«this,  may  sefofe  yielding  its  membors,  its  faculties,  its  will^. 
its  mind,  its  underftanding,  its  aflbfiaoos  to  fin  and  unrighteoufnefs*  Yea, 
the  devil,  the  great  red  dragon,  the  god  of  the  world,,  the  mighty  fpirit 
and  power  of  ckrknefi,  being  refifted  in  this,  is  ftiU  overcome.  Whea  ai^ 
lefift  the  devil  in  their  own  ftrengtk  (ia  the  ftrengMi  cif  their  own  defires, 
abilities,  and  fefolutions)  he  ftiU  overcomes  them ;  but  they  that  refift  the 
devil  in  the  fiuth  that  fprings  from^^  tlus  fixd,  ftiU  overcome  him*.  So  that 
fin  is  brought  down,  and  temptations  kqit  out  o^  by  the  virtue  and  power 
of  the  life  and  authority  of  the  Saviour,  that  fprings  up  in  this  feed  m  God» 
which  the  ibul  that  is  joined  to  (leavened  with^  and  tranfpbnted  into)  par- 
takes of 

TUrdfyy,  As  it  fprings,  and  its  operations  are  fdt  and  received,  it  brings 
into  the  image  and  nature  of  God.  It  blots  out  the  devil's  image  in  d»e 
mind,  and  makes  like  God  and  like  CbriiL  Yea,  here  we  have  the  y^sry 
mind  of  Chrift,  and  are  one  with  the  mind  of  Chrift.  As  in  the  Serpent's- 
ieed,  the  Serpent's  image  and  nature  is  put  on ;  ib  in  this  feed,  the  inuige^ 
of  God  and  Chriil  is  put  on.  Yea,  the  ferpent,  the  dack  fpirit,  the  wicked 
fpirit,  the  decdtful  fpirit,  is  here  put  off,  and  Chrift  is  put  on  ^  and  who- 
ever wodd  know  the  real  putting  off  of  the  old  man,  mi  the  putting  on 
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cS  the  new  man,  which  is  created  in  the  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs  of  truths 
mull  know  it  in  this  feed.  Here  the  truth  is  known  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  in 
its  efFcdual  power  and  virtue,  putting  off  the  old  image  and  nature,  and 
putting  on  the  new,  even  the  heavenly  divine  image  and  nature. 

Fourthly^  It  brings  the  mind,  the  heart,  the  foul,  the  fpirit,  into  the  new 
-obedience '  (into  its  own  obedient  nature),  even  to  do  the  will  of  God  with 
'great  delight  and  pleaiure.   I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  Jaid  Chrift.     This  feed 
is  of  his  nature.     If  i$  a  meafure,  a  proportion,  an  hefaventy  talent  of  his 
grace  and  trgth ;  a  gift  of  light  and  life  from  him,  the  fbllnefs,  given  to 
make  wilfing  (like  him)  to  do  the  Father's  will,  and  it  redly  doth  foy  in* 
iixriuch  as  the  foul,  that  is  throughly  leavened  and  one  with  it,  can  ^o  fay, 
'I  iikewife  delight  to  do  i^y  will,  aZ)  God !  it  is  become  my  meat  and  diihk; 
for  {  am  nourifhed,  reirelhed,  and  delighted  with  the  virtue  that  I  feel  ^mng 
'in  me)  in  doing  thy  wilL     Indeed,  it  is  notfo  at  firft,  while-  there  is  a  na^ 
-ture,  a  will«  a  wifdom  contrary  to  the  nature,  will,  and  wifdom  of  God ; 
^obedience  is  then  halHJ,  the  crofs  is  then  a  lore  yoke  >  lapon  my  neck.    Boc 
'that  nature  being  fubdU^,  and  the  nature  of  thef^d-^comit^^  i^  aad  pre- 
vailing, what  can  be  more  delightful  to  this  new  nature,  'than  to  do  the  will 
of  its  heavenly  Father,  and  to  find  the  heart  of  the  Father  pleafed  with 
the  child,  which  it  always  is,  whife  the  chikl  is  in  teitdernds  of  fpirit,  in 
the  holy  faith,  and  in  the-  ia(oly  obedience  to  him  ! 

Fifii^^  It  brings  ihto^theunderftanding,  fenfe,  and  enjoyment  of  a&the 
precious  promiles,  and  to  the  partaking  of  all  the  ^iritoal  bkflings  in 
^Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord.    All  the  promifes  are  to  the  feed,  and  Yea  and  Atnen 
•in  Chrift ; .  and  the  leaft  meafure  of  his  life  hath  a  ihare  dierein.  The  feed,  the 
^everlafting  feed  is  the  heir ;  and  we  joined  10  the  feed,  born  of  the  feed,  grow- 
ing up- in  the  feed,  are  joint^heirs,  heirs  of  God,  and  joint^heirs  with  Chiift. 
So  that  every  promife  comes  to  be  underftood  here,  tafted  of  here,  en- 
joyed here.     How  full  are  the  fcriptures  of  fwect  and  precious  promifes! 
Alas!  what  is  it  for  men  to  apply  them  to  themfelves,  when  they  have  no 
right  to  them,  nor  indeed  rightly  underftand  them,  nor  were  they  intended 
by  the  Lord  to  their  prefent  ftates  and  conditions.    But  to  come  to  the  true 
underilanding  of  the  promifes,  to  be  led  by  the  Lord  into  that  condition, 
and  preierved  by  him  in  that  condition,  to  which  the  promifes  bek>ng,  and 
to  have  him  bring  home  the  promifes  to  the  hearty  and  drop  in  the  fwect, 
healing,  delighting,  refrefhing  virtue  of  them ;   oh !  how  fwect,  comfort- 
ing, and  gladding  is  this!  Indeed  in  tliis  feed  all  the  curies  of  the  book  pais 
away^  and  all  the  bleflings  flow  in^  and  multiply  on  the  foul  day  by  day. 
So  that  this  may  well  be  called  the  biefied  feed  •,  for  in  it  the  foul  is  blefiSrd, 
^and  filled  with  bleflings  by  him  who  is  able  to  multiply  them  upon  the  fool, 
and  to  guide  the  foul  in  the  fafe  and  right  ufe  and  enjoyment  of  them. 

But  what  need  I  mention  any  more  ?  Here  is  light,  here  is  life,  here  is 
righteoufnefs,  here  is  peace,  here  is  heavenly  joy,  here  is  the  holy  power, 
fpringing  and  twinging  forth  their  fruits,  and  precious  operaaons  and  efie& 
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in*  the  heart;  and  here  is  aflurance  of  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift  foie  ever, 
and  that  God  will  never  leave  nor  forfake  that  foul  which  is  jpined  to  him, 
and  abides  wit{i  him  in  this  feed }  but  it  (hall  be  kept  by  the  power  of  God» 
jthrough  the  faith  that  fprings  from  this  feed,  unco  perfed  redemption  and 
Mvation.    Amen. 

SOME 

Q^     U      ERIE      S 

CONCERNING 

G   O   D's     K  I   N   G   D  O   My 

Whereby  the  Seed  thereof  may  be  the  better   Illus- 
trated and  Undoilood. 

^ery  i.TT  THAT  is  the  kingdom  of  Gody  which  Chrift  faid  he  muft 
W    V^^^^  to  other  cities  alfo  ?  For  therefore  was  he  fent,  Luke 
iv.  43. 

Siuery  2.  What  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  which  firft  John  the  fore- 
runner, and  then  Jefus  himfeu,  when  he  began  to  preach,  bid  men  repent, 
becaufe  it  was  at  hand?  Matt.  in.  %.  and  chap.  iv.  13.  What  would  re- 
pentance advantage  men  ?  Would  it  fit  men  for  entrance  thereinto  ?  Did 
thofe  that  truly  repented  and  believed,  come  out  of  the  kingdom  of  dark- 
ne{s  and  Satan,  and  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  the  dear  Son  ?  2  Peter  u 
10,  II. 

§!uery  3.  What  is  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  righteoufnefs  of  God, 
which  Chrift  (the  everlafting,  wife,  and  holy  counfellor)  advifeth  men  firft 
to  feck  ?  Luke  vi.  J3.  Where  is  this  kingdom  to  be  found  ?  Where  is  this 
righteoufiicfs  to  be  found  ?  What  is  it  hid  and  wrapped  up  in  ?  Can  it  be 
found  in  any  thing  but  what  it  is  hid  by  God  and  wrapped  up  in  ? 

I^ery  4.  What  kind  of  poverty  of  ^irit  is  it,  and  who  are  thqfe  poor  in 
fpirit,  to  whom  the  kingdom  of  heaven  belongs  ?  Matt.  v.  3. 

^ery  5.  How  may  men  know,  when  the  kingdom  of  God  is  come  unto 
them  ?  Is  it  not  then  manifeft,  when  the  ftronger  than  the  ftrong  man, 
not  only  knocks  at  the  door  of  the  heart,  but  cafts  out  Satan  thence,  and 
maketh  fpoil  of  his  goods  ?  Matt,  xik  28,  29.  *•  '  ^ 
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^ery  &.  Who  are  they  ^M  ibsiSi  enter  mto  die  kingdom  of  Ood?^  Are 
they  not  they  who  are  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spmt  ?  J&bn  in.  5.  Of 
what  water  ?  And  how  miift  they  be  born  of  the  Spirit  ?  Were  aoC  this 
y^tfrth  the  knowing  f  And  theyv  that  beeome  as  little  children ;  fimple,  inno- 
cent (not  wife  or  knowing  after  the  fleih)  that  know  the  breaft  that  is  a*- 
tural  and  proper  for  them,  and  thirft  after  and  drink  in  the  fincere  milk  of 
tb«  word  of  U£s,  from  the  breaft  of  the  heavenly  wiidom  ?  iMic  xviiL  ij. 
I  Peter  iu  2- 

^ery  7.  Who  (hall  in  no  wUe  enter  intO'the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?  Shall 
not  all  they  be  excluded  who  want  the  wedding  garment,  who  wane  the  true 
f i^hteoufneis f[  A&//.  v^.20. 

^uery  8.  What  are  the  glad  tidinss  of  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  Is  it  not 
that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  come,  and  that  his  reign  is  fet  up,  and  iccdng 
up  therein  ?  Letke  viii.  i .     Jfa.  lii.  7. 

^uery  9.  Who  are  they,  before  whom  publieans  and  harlots  (hall  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  Man.  xxi.  3 1  •  Who  were  they  in  that  age  ? 
And'  who  are  they  m  this  $gp  ?  Oh !  that  men  had  hearts  ri^dy  to  (3onfi- 
der  and  underftand ! 

'  ^fiety  10.  Who  are  they  that  the  kingdom  of  God  (hall  be  taken  Hsoa^ 
and  giveil  to  a  nation  bringitig  forth  the  (nAts  thereof?  Are  tli^  not  the 
wrong  builders  in  eirery  age*,  am  fqch  as  are  tau^it,  by  the  wrong  builders, 
to  reje£t  the  living  ftone  i  ver.  42,  43. 

Sluery  ».  Who  are  the  children  of  the  kingdom  that  ibaU  be  caft  ottt 
into  utter  darkhefs,  where  (hall  be  weeping  and  gnaihitig  of  teeth  ?  it£tff. 
viii.  12, 

Sluery  i2»  Who  art  thofe  God  rewals  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  to 
in  every  age  ^  (Are  they  not  his  begotten  ones,  his  babes  in  the  Spirit  ?) 
And  who  are  thofe  that  he  hides  the  myftery  of  the  kingdom  of  life  and 
falvation,  and  the  way  thefredf  from  ih  every  age  ?  (Are  they  not  the  wile 
and  prudent  in  their  own  apprehenfions  of  the  letter,  without  the  Spirit  ?} 
Matt,  xiiu  1 1 .  and  cBapi  xu  1 5. 

^ery  13.  Who  are  tnofe  that  are  nigh  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  Are  they 
mot  thde  who  know  that  love  is  the  folfiUing  of  ^he  law,  and  that  the  &b* 
ftance  is  beyond  (badows  ?  Aitafrk  xii.  33^  34« 

Sl^ery  14*  Whd  are  thofe  that  (hut  op  the  kingdom  of  heaven  agalnft 
men  ?  Are  they  not  thofe  who  take  upon  them  to  expound  the  letter  to 
xneh,  and  do  not  turn  men  to  the  Spirit,  but  quench  it  both  ih  themfehres 
andoth^s?  Matt,  xxiiu  13.    Lukeyi.  52.    Ifa^  xxii.  22. 

^ety  15.  What  kingdom  is  that,  wherein  he  that  is  Icaft  is  greater 
than  the  greateil  prophet }  Wherein  he  that  is  feeble  (hall  be  as  David,  and 
the  houfe  ci  I>avid  as  God,  as  the  angel  of  the  Lord  before  the  inhabitants 
of  Jeru(al0m?  Matt,  xi^  ir«    jLac.  xii*  8; 

^ery  1 6.  Who  were  they  in  the  aix)ftlcs  age  (and  are  there  any  fuch  in 

this 
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>tlii$  tigt  ?)  Who  (hall  not  tafte  of  death  outwardly,  till  they  have  feen  the 
kingdom  of  God  come  with  power  inwardly  ?  Mark  ix.  i . 

^uery  17.  What  kind  of  looking  back  is  that,  which  makes  a  man  unfit 
for  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  Is  it  not  a  looking  back  from  the  plough,  and 
not  forward  to  the  plough  ?  And  what  plough  is  it  a  man  mud  put  his  hand 
to,  and  not  look  back,  that  he  may  be  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  Luke 
ix.  6%. 

^uery  1 8.  What  hand,  what  foot,  what  eye  is  it,  which  a  man  may  en- 
ter into  the  kingdom  of  God  with  ?  And  what  hand,  what  foot,  what  eye 
is  it,  which  a  man  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  withal  ?  Mark 
ix.  47. 

^^ery  19.  What  is  it  to  eat  bread  in  the  kingdom  of  God  ?*  Is  not  there 
the  feaft  of  fat  things,  and  of  wines  well  refined,  made  to  the  foul ;  and 
doth  it  not  there  fup  with  Chrift,  and  Chrift  with  it  ?  And  is  not  the  wine 
of  the  kingdom  there  drunk  new  and  frelh  with  Chrift?  Lukey\v.  15. 
Ifa.xxy.  6.  Rev.  iii.  20.  Markxiv.  25.  Luke  xxii.  16,  18.  Shall  not 
the  mountains  there  drop  down  new  wine,  and  the  hills  flow  with  milk,  and 
all  the  rivers  of  Judah  flow  with  water  i  And  ihall  not  a  fountain  come 
forth  out  of  the  ipufe  of  the  Lord,  and  water  the  valley  of  Shittim  ?  Joel 
<111.  18. 

^uery  20.  How  may  one  become  as  a  little  child,  that  he  may  receive 
thekingdom  i  Muft  not  that  man  be  born  anew  ?  Muft  he  not  be  unborn  . 
after  the  flefli,  and  born  after  the  Spirit  ?  (And  not  only  fo,  but  he  muft 
receive^  and  enter  into  and  abide  in  the  kingdom  in  that  child-like  fimpli<- 
•city,  and  innocent  wifdom,  whereof  he  is  bom)  ?   Luke  xviii.  7.    Join 

-HI.    3. 

^ery  2i.  What  is  that  flelh  and  blood  which  caiinot  inherit  the  kingdom 
of  God,  and  that  corruption  which  cannot  put  on  incorruption  ?  i  Cor.  xv. 
50.  (Let  him  that  readeth  underftand  the  thing,  both  in  the  letter  and  in  the 
Spirit). 

^ery  22.  Who  are  the  unrighteous,  that  fliall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  • 
of  God  ?  Are  they  not  both  the  manifeftly  unrighteous,  and  alfo  the  fecretly 
•unrighteous ;  who,  though  they  may  preach  faith  in  Chrift,  and  the  righte* 
oufnefs  of  Chrift,  .and  may  think  themfelves  believers  in  him,  and  cloathed 
with  his  righteoufneft,  vet  have  not  received  power  to  become  the  fons  of 
God,  nor  through  the  Spirit  have  mortified  the  deeds  of  the  body ;  but,  at 
laft,  notwithftanding  all  their  profeflion  and  pretence  to  Chrift*s  righteouA 
nefs  (out  of  the  faith  that  works  by  bve,  and  out  of  the  fine  linnen,  in  their 
own  filthy  rags) ;  are  found  by  him  woiicers  of  iniquity,  i  Car.  vi.  6.  Luki 
xiii.  26.     Rm.  viii.  13.     i  John  iii.  7. 

^ery  23.  Shall  any  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  they  that  do 
the  will  of  Chrift's  Father  which  is  in  heaven  ?  Is  it  enough  to  pray.  Thy 
will  be  done  on  earthy  as  it  is  in  heaven  ?  Is  it  not  neceflary  alfo  to  receive 
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that  power  which  makes  willing^  and  ihac  nature  and  Spirit  whofc  de%fat  it 
is  to  do  the  will  of  the  Father  ?  AidU.  vii.  2 1 . 

^ery  24.  Who  (hdll  be  counted  worthy  of  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  Shall 
not  they  who  fuffer  for  it  in  the  holy  faith  and  patience,  and  fo  are  willing 
through  the  much  tribulation  (whether  outward  or  inward,  or  both)  to  en- 
ter into  it  ?  "Tbeffl  i.  4,  5.     J£Js  xiv.  '22. 

^ery  25.  What  are   the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven?  who  hath- 
need  of  them^  And  whom  are  they  given  unto  ?  Wefe  they  given,  only  to 
.  tl>e  apoftles  ?  Or  only  to  the  minifters  of  the  church  ?  Are  they  not  givea 
to  every  one  that  hath  need  of  them,  to  whom  God  giveth.  underftanding 
to  open  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  with  thefn  ?  MaU.  xvL  19.     The 
lawyers  were  blatn&d  for  taking  away  the  key  of  knowledge,  Luh  xu  51. 
Then  they  from  whom  they  took  it,  (hould  have  had  it,  that  they  might 
have  entered  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  by  it,  and  not  have  been  hin- 
dered from  entering  for  want  of.it ;  and  they  taking  it  away  from  others  lod 
it  themfelves;   for  when  Chrift   came  and  preached  the  kingdom,  they 
could  not  fee  to  enter  into  it,  but  were  blind  and  oppofed  it,  Mait.  xxiii^ 
13.     And  now,  under  the  gofpel,.  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  o£  Chrift, 
he  is  none  of  his  (he  is  opt  the  Fathet's  child,  who  hath  not  the  Father's 
Spirit  to  lead  him,  Rom.  viii.  4.) ;  and  he  that  hath  the  Spirit  of  Chrift, 
hath  he  not  th*  key  of  knowledge  ?  i  Cor.  iu  10,  1 1. 

,^€fy  26.  What  Is  the  joyful  found,  which  they  that  know  are  bk|Ied? 
Is  it  not  the  teftimony  of  the  kingdom  ?  Is  it  not  the  preaching  of  the 
gofpel  of  the  kingdom  ?  Which  they  that  repent,  and  become  little  chil- 
dren, being  begotten  and  born  pf  the.  Spirit,  believing  in  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  enter  into,  and  walk  in,  the  light  of  God*s  coun- 
tenance there,  Pfa.  Ixxxix.  1 5.    GaL  ir.  1 5. 

'^ery  27.  Which  is  the  joyful  found  of  the  everlafting  gofpel  to  eveiy 
nation,  kindred,  tongue,  and  people,  after  the  ages  of  the  great  apoftafy 
from  the  fpirit  and  power  of  the  apoftles  ?  Is  it  not  this.  Fear  God^  and 
give  gkry  U  bim^  for  the  hour  of  bis  jtidgmeni  is  come  ^  and  wmrjhif  the  Great 
T^reator  in  fpirit  and  in  truth  ?  He  that  heareth  this  found,  in  the  evidence 
and  demonftration  of  God's  Spirit,  doth  he  hot  hear  the  gofpel?  He  that 
indeed  knoweth  this  found,  doth  he  not  know  the  joyful  gofpel-found  ] 
And  he  that  bclieveth  and  obeyeth  it,  doth  he  not  believe  and  obey  the 
gofpel,  even  as  God  hath  appointed  it  to  be  preached,  and  obeyed  by  aU 
iiations,  kindreds,  tongues,  and  people  ?  Rfv.  xiv.  6,  7. 
.  ^uery  28.  What  is  that  kingdom  thatcometh  not  with  ob{ervatk>n,  bat 
is  inward,  and  to  be  found  within  ?  Where  men  need  not  fay,  lo  her?,  or 
lo  there,  but  may  £[nd  the  Melliah,  and  his  light  fhining  in  upon  them  ? 
Jjike  xvii.  20,  ii.  2  Cifr.  iv.  6. 

^ery  29.  What  is  that  kingdom  which  fiands  pot  in  wwd^.but  in  power; 
oor  i3  meat  and  drink,  but  righteoufnefsi  and  pciuse^  and  jay>^  in  the  Holy 
Choft?  I  Cor.  ^iv.  20.    Rom.  xiv*  17. 


Some  Queries  concerning  God's  Kingdom.       6i  i 

Slutry  30.  What  is  it  to  come  unto  and  vifit  the  churches  of  Chrift,  in 
the  fullnefs  of  the  bleffing  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  ?  Is  it  not  to  come  irf  the 
fuUnefs  of  God*s  Spirit  and  power,  to  feed  them  with  the  bread  of  life,  ta 
fill  their  hearts  with  the  ftrength  and  virtue  of  life  from  God,  as  the  Lord 
Ihall  pleafe  to  drop  it  into  their  fpirits  through  them,  and  to  build  them  up 
in  the  holy  faith,  that  at  length  they  may  be  filled  with  all  the  fullnefs  of 
<jod?  JohnyiiLx.  15,  j6,  17.    Rom.  xxv.  29.     Epb.  iii.  19. 

^ery  31.  Whom  will  the  Lord  aflemble  ?  And  whom  will  he  gather  to 
make  up  his  kingdom  of,  in  the  days  of  the  gofpel  ?  Will  not  the  Lord 
afiemble  her  that  halteth,  and  gather  her  that  is  driven  out,  and  her  that  he 
hath  affli&ed  ?  And  will  not  he  make  her  that  halted,  a  remnant ;  and  her 
that  was  call  off,  a  ftrong  nation  ?  And  (hall  not  the  Lord  reign  over  them 
in  Mount  Sion,  frond  henceforth,  even  for  ever  ?  (For  when  Chrift,  the 
inward  and  ipiritual  King,  comes  to  fit  on  the  throne  of  his  Father  David, 
inwardly  and  fpiritually,  he  ihall  reign  over  the  houfe  of  Jacob  for  ever, 
and  of  his  kingdom  there  fiiall  be  no  end,  huke  i.  32,  33.)  Mic.  iv.  6,  7. 
Eztk.  xxxiv.  16. 

S^ery  32.  What  are  the  places  wherein  the  flieep  of  God  have  been  feat- 
tered,  in  the  cloudy  and  dark  day,  which  the  Lord  promifed  to  deliver 
them  out  of  ?  And  what  is  the  good  pafture  he  will  feed  them  in,  after  he 
hath  delivered  them  P  And  what  are  the  high  mountains  of  Ifrael,  where 
their  fold  and  fat  paftures  (hall  be  ?  Are  not  thofe  things  to  be  fulfilled  to 
the  fpiritual  people,  in  the  inward  and  fpiritual  kingdom  of  the  Melfiah  ? 
Eztk.  xxxiv.  12.  i4«    ^ohn  x.  3,  4.—- 9.— 27,  28. 
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A  Brief  Touch  of  my  &iowledge,  Senfej 

Belief,  and  Experioice  ccxicemiag  the  Godhead, 
the  Offering  up  of  the  Lord?  Jesus  Christ  in  his 
Body  on  the  Tree,^  as  a  Propitiatory  Sacrifice  to  the 
Father,  and  the  Imputation  of  his  Righteoufhefs  to 
thofe  who  believe  in  his  Name  and  Power,  is  nakedly 
laid  before  them;  wherein  I  am  not  alone,  but  one 
with  thofe  who  have  fo  learned  and  experienced,  the 
fame  in  the  Leadings  and  L^ht  of  his  Holy.  Spirit. 
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Written  in  Lo-ve  to  them  (that  they  might  have  the  better  Under- 
Handing  of  us,  as  "to  thefe  Things,  and  might  not  think  other- 
wife  either  of  us,  or  of  the  Truth  of  our  God,  which  we  bear 
witnefs  to».  than  there  i;s  Caufe,  to .  their,  own  Hurt,  and  Pre- 
judice), 
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All  SERIOUS  PROFESSORS,   &^c. 


FRIENDS, 

AF  T  E  B  it  pfcafcd  the  Lord  to  tpuclijpy  bctftirkh^  the  fcofo  of  his 
trut^i,  and  to  maniftft  unto  mc  the  principle  c^  his  life,  in  the  6c* 
mQJh(twis»  aod  ]Km»  ^  bis  own  ^xit^  infomifKh  ps  I  nnikl 
rcafon^  diiputCt  coofider  abput  it  ap  longfir.  but  wits  fully  iatiifiiBd  concern- 
ing it ;  I  fay,  after  this^  the  Jove  of  God  fprang  in  me  toiwards  you,  and 
pure  defires  and  breetlieiAgt  ante  him,  thit  ye  a&  mig^  have  )Che  m^  caft 
lip  before  you,  and  irugbt  fi>  walk  tbereii^  ^  t9  corns  to  part^e  of  the  lame 
mercy  ^nd  falvation.  How  I  have  nu>urned  be&re  theJiOrd^  for  you,  and  de- 
fired  that  the  fiumfoling-bldcks  might  be  removed  from  you,  and  that  ye  mgfat 
fo  feek  as  to  obtain  (not  in  tjvtt  w^qo  mh^  i]ii|)utiBg  mbd,  wbieb  ftil  is  fliot 
out ;  but  in  that  mecknefs,  humility,  and  fear  which  gives  entrance)  the 
Lord  God  knoweth,  Yra^  the  defire;  In  me  after  you  are  ftiH  living ;  who 
kaoweth,  but  jihe  Lord  may  ac  Imgth  bear,  and  with  Jiis  key  ib  open  four 
hearts,  and  fo  anoint  your  eyes  with  his  eye-falve,  that  ye  may  fee,  acknow- 
ledge, believe  in,  and  receive  the  beloved  of  your  fouls,  even  as  he  now 
appears  (a£ter  the  long  nig^  of  darkne&)  4  comforter  of  th^a  dnipping 
(pints  of  his  people,  with  the  pure  light  of  life^  wherein  the  redeemra 
houfe  of  Jacob  (who  fiit  in  dancnefviuid  io  the  vdky  of  the  fliackm  of 
death,  mourniog  after  him)  now  in  holy  rejoicing,  and  pure  joy  of  fpirit^ 
walk  before  htm  ?  Oh !  the  Lord  God  ^vific  you,  and  bfeak  in  i:qpoo  you, 
as  he  hath  done  upon  us,  and  caufe  you  to  fettoyour  feals  aUo,  asvecoukl 
not  but  do,  that  this  is  he  whom  all  our  days  we  wsutcd  for,  and  longed 
after.    And  now  there  arc  two  or  three  things  in  my  heart  to  open  to  you, 
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hew  it  is  with  me  in  reference  to  them  \  for  indeed  I  have  not  been  ta\)ght 
to.deny.any  teftimony  the  fcriptuies  hold  forth,  concerning  the  Lord  J«fus». 
or  any  of  his  appearances,  buc  am  taught  by  the  Lord  more  certainly  and 
fully  to  own  and  acknowledge  them. 

The  firft  is  concerning  the  Godhead,  which  we  own  as^the  fcriptures  cx- 
prefs  it,  and  as  we  have  the  fenfible,  experimental  knowledge  of  it.  In 
which,  ^hire  are  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven^  the  Father^  the  Word^  and 
the  Holy  Spirit  \  and  tbefe  Three  are  One^  i  John  v.  7.  This  I  believe  from 
my  heart,  and  have  infallible  demonftrations  of  ^  for  I  know  three  and  feel 
three  in  fpirit,  even  an  eternal-  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,  which  are  but 
one  eternal  God.  And  I  feel  them  alfo  one,  and  have  fellowfhip  with 
them  (through  the  tender  mercy  of  the  Lord)  in  their  life,  and  in  their  re- 
deeming power.  And  here  I  lie  low  before  the  Lord  in  the  fenfible  life,, 
not  defiring  to  know  and  comprehend  notionally,  but  to  feel  the  thing  in- 
wardly, truly,  feniibly,  and  efiedually ;  yea,  indeed,  this  is  to  me  far  be- 
yond what  I  formerly  knew  notionally  concerning  them,  and  I  cannot  but 
invite  others  hither. 

Now  consider  feriouOy^  if  a  man  from  his  heart  believe  thus  concerning; 
the  eternal  power  and  God-head  -,  that  the  Father  is  God,  the  "Word  God,. 
the  Holy  Spilit  God,  and  that  thefe  are  one  eternal  God,  waiting  fo  to 
know  God,  and  to  be  iubjeft  to  him  accordingly ;  is  not  this  man  in  a  right 
frame  of  heart  towards  the  Lord  in  this  reiped  ?  Indeed  friends,  we  do* 
know  God  fenfibly  and  experimentally  to  be  a  Father,  Word,  and  Spirit^, 
and  we  worihip  the  Father  in  the  Son  by  his  own  Spirit,  and  here  meet 
with  the  feai  of  acceptance  with  him.  Nor  would  we  contend  with  you 
about  your  crimes  in  this  refped,  but  that  ye  provoke  us  thereimto,  in  lay- 
ing to  our  charge  as  if  we  denied  the  thing;  whereas  we  do  not,  nor  can. 
deny  the  expreffions  which,  the  fcripture  ufeth,  nor  our  own  fenfe  and  ex- 
perience concerning  the  thing.  I  pray  let  this  fuffice,  and  let  us  all  ftrive 
to  know  God  (and  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift)  in  his  life.  Spirit,  and  power,, 
wherein  is  unity  and  true  demonftration ;  and  not  contend  about  fuch  ex- 
preffions concerning  things,  as  are  be(ide  the  fcriptures.  For  wouU  not  ye 
yourfelves  think  it  hard  (I  mean  fuch  of  you  as  read  the  fcriptures  ferioufly^, 
deiiring  to  underftand  and  obferve  what  is  written  therein)  to  have  a  belief 
of  things  impofed  on  you  otherwise  than  is  there  written,  and  otherwife 
than  ye  have  the  (cnfe,  knowledge,,  and  experience  of  them  bom.  the 
Lord  2: 

The  fecond  is.  concerning  the  offering  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  without 
the  gates  of  Jerufalem-.  1  da  exceedingly  honour  and  efteem  that  offerings 
believing  it  had  relation  to  the  fins  of  the  whole  world,  and  was*  a  propi- 
tis^tory  facrifice  to  the  Father  therefore.  And  furely  he  that  is  redeenied 
out  of  the  world  up  to  God  by  Chrift,  cannot  deny  that  Chrift  was  his  ran-^ 
Ibm,  and  that  he  was  bought  with  a  price,  and  therefore  is  to  glorify  God,, 
witii  his  body  aad  fpirit,  which  are  God's,,  i  Cor.  vi,  ao^.    Ai^  iaitlv  the 

apoftk; 
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apoftle  Peter,  ye  know  that  ye  were  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things^ 
•as  rUver  and  gold,  from  your  vain  converfation,  tSc.  but  with  the  precious 
blood  of  Chrift,  as  of  a  Lamb  without  blemifh  and  without  fpor,  i  Peter  i. 
1 8,  19.  who  fo  oflfered  himfelf  up  to  God  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  Heh. 
ix.  14*     This  we  do  own  fingly  and  nakedly,  as  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord; 
though  I  muft  confefs  we  do  not  lay  the  fole  ftrefs  upon  that  which  is  out- 
ward and  vifible  (though  we  truly  and  fully  acknowledge  it  in  its  place), 
but  upon  that  which  is  inward  and  invifible ;  upon  the  inward  life,  the  in- 
ward power,  the  Spirit  within  ;  knowing  and  experiencing  daily,  that  that  is 
it  which  doth  the  work.     The  outward  flefh  is  not  the  meat  indeed,  nor  the 
outward  blood  the  drink  indeed ;  but  it  is  the  Spirit,  the  life,  the  fubftance, 
which  the  bkth  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit  feeds  upon  and  lives  by.     Oh ! 
confider  ferioufly,  and  wait  on  the  Lord,  rightly  to  underftand  that  ferip- 
ture,  John  vi.  63.  .  //  is  the  Spirit  that  quickenethy  the  flejb  frofiietb  nothing  % 
the  words  that  I  [peak  unto  you^  they  are  Spirit^  and  tbey  are  life.     What 
doth  this  fcripture  lay  the  ftrefs  upon  ?  Is  it  not  upon  the  quickening  Spirit, 
and  the  words  which  the  quickening  Spirit  fpeaketh  to  the  foul,  which  are 
Jiving,  and  give  life  to  thofe  that  hear  them  ?  Hear^  and  your  foulJhaU  live  f 
Hear  his  voice  who  giveth  life,  and  your  fouls  (hall  live  by  him ;  but  can 
any  one  live  without  hearing  the  voice  of  him,  who  alone  is  M^e  to  quicken 
•and  raifc  the  foul  from  death,  and  out  of  the  grave  of  fin  ? 

The  third  thing  is  concerning  the  imputation  of  Chrift*s  righteoufiicfs, 
CO  fuch  as  believe  in  his  name  and  powdr,  which  we  have  felt;,  witncfied, 
and  own  to  be  thus. 

God  vifits  men  by  the  light  and  power  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  in  their  6cad 
and  dark  eftate,  even  while  they  are  ungodly.  Now,  they  that  feel  fife, 
und  in  the  quickenings  of  life,  by  the  faith  which  comes  from  -life,  turn  to 
the  light  and  power  which  vifits  them,  by  this  faith  in  the  power,  they  arc 
in  meafure  tranlplanted  out  of  the  unholy  root,  into  the  holy  root,  where 
they  partake  of  the  nature  and  virtue  of  the  true  olive-tree ;  and  the  mercy 
of  the  Lord  in  and  through  his  Son  Jcfus  Chrift,  is  fpread  over  them,  and 
their  iniquities  are  pardoned,  and  their  tranfgrefiioils  done  away  for  his 
name  fake,  and  they  are  reckoned  by  God,  not  as  in  the  old  root  and  unholy 
nature,  but  that  whereon  they  lay  hold  by  faith,  and  arc  in  union  with, 
they  are  reckoned  by  in  the  eye  of  the  Lord  •,  and  they  arc  accepted  and 
beloved  in  him  in  whom  they  are  found,  by  him  who  tranfplanted  them 
there,  and  ingrafted  them  thereinto.  So  that  Chrift  is  really  theirs,  and 
they  his;  and  what  he  did  for  them  in  his  body  of  flelh  is  become  theirs, 
and  they  have  the  benefit,  and  reap  the  fweet  fruits  of  it.  And  if  they  fin 
afterwards,  they  have  an  advocate  who  pleads  •their  caufe  with  the  Father, 
and  who  breathes  livinely  upon  them  again,  and  quickens  Isuth  in  them, 
and  gives  them  to  turn  ^om  that  which  ran  after  them,  and  overtook  them 
and  defiled  them.  So  that  in  this  ftate  of  true  faith  in,  and  union  widi, 
the  Son,  the  fountain  is  felt  fet  open  for  fin  and  for  uncleanneis,  which 
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di%  wjiiheth  away  the  poUutidos  azid  ft&ins  of  the  imqd,  which  it  is  liable 
iQ  in  the  travelling  ftate. 

.  But  now  to  ty^xy  faith  this  doth  not  belong,  but  to  the  faitK  only  which 
llows  from  the  power  of  the  endlefs  life,  and  which  ftands  in  the  power, 
.The  faith  which  is  from  the  power  is  precious,  having  a  precious  nature 
.an<J  virtue- in  it,  and  very  precious  effefts  flow  from  it  For  it  is  the  fub- 
ftance  of  things  hoped  for ;  it  is  of  a  pure /lature,  which  hath  dominion, 
and  giveth  dominion  over  the  wicked  one.  There  is  no  overcoming  of  the 
faints  here  v  for  as  it  came  from  the  power,  fo  it  ftands  near  the  powfer,  and 
engages  the  power  of  life  againft  the  enemy,  and  fo  is  ftill  too  hard  for  him; 
For  he  that  rcfifteth  the  enemy  in  the  true  faith,  ftill  overcomes  him  and 
makes  him  fly,  James  iv.-7.  But  that  belief  on  Chrift,  and  applying  his 
righteoufnefs,  which  is  not  of  this  faith,  nor  in  the  true  light  of  life,  but 
according  to  the  creature's  apprehenfions  concerning  things,  that  is  not  of 
the  fame  nature  with  this,  nor  hath  the  fame  virtue,  nor  produCeth  the 
fame  efieds;  but  notwithftanding  fuch  a  believing  and  hoping,  men  are 
ftill  in  their  ftns,  and  they  are  not  wa(faed  away  from  them  by  the  blood  of 
Chrift,.  nor  remitted  or  covered  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  And  <rfi !  that 
men  were  wary,  and  did  take  heed  in  this  matter,  that  they  might  not  mUa 
of  true  pardon  frpm  the  Lord»  and  fo  find  their  fips' bound  by  him,  in  .the 
days  of  his  refrefhing  others  I 

For  there  is  a  ftat^,  wherein  there  is  an  imputation  of  Chrift's  rigbteouf* 
neis  to  perfons  reached  to  by  the  power  of  the  Lord,  and  coming  up  out  d[ 
^e  ungodly  ftate,  and  fo  a  real  bringing  into  the  righteoufnefs.  For  in 
.the  true  growth  the  foul  daily  grows  more  and  more  out  of  its  own  righte- 
oufnefs, out  of  the  dark,  corrupt  image,  into  the  righteoufnefs  of  Qirift, 
and  into  his  pure  image.  Thus  Chrift  is  formed  in  the  hearts  of  them. that 
truly  believe,  daily  more  and  more ;  they  receiving  him  as  an  heavenly 
leaven,  and  giving  up  to  be  leavened  by  him,  are  changed  daily  more  and 
^ore  into  the  newnefs  of  Spirit,  even  until  they  become  a  new  lump,  even 
a  lump  wholly  leavened,  fo  that  old  things  are  pafTed  away,  and  alj  things 
Jxcome  new ;  that  is,  not  of  old  Adam  any  more,  bqt  all  of  God  in  Chrift, 
all  of  the  new  nature  and  Spirit,  which  is  all  of  it  righteous  in  the  fight,  of 
God  Now  this  is  it  all  ibould  labour  for  and  feek  after,  even  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  his  righteoufnefs,  to  find. an  entrance  miniftered  to  them,  into 
the  everkfting  kingdom,  and  the  righteoufnefs  thereof^  that  they  migh( 
feally  put  o^*  the  old  man  with  his  affedions  and  lufts,  and  pu(  on.the  new 
roan ;  the  new  man's  nature,  the  new  man's  image,  the  new  man's  fpirit, 
the  new  man's  rigb^oufne^,  the  new  man's  holinefs  $  that  they  might  have 
:Che.wedding  garment  on  to  be  married  to  Chrift  in,  and  might  be  as  a  bride 
.prepared  for  the  bride-groom.  Oh !  it  is  precious  for  any  one  to  feel  his 
Ibul  in  this  ftate !  Aod  who  would  not  travel  and  wreftle,  and  ftrive.  and 
wa^ch,  and  pray  and  wait,  that  be  mjght  be  thus  fitted  by  the  Spirit.of  tb<$ 
Lord  for  his  Soa  Jefus  Chrift  ?  Fof^i  friends,  there  is  9  coming  under  grace^ 
;  ,  Yoi.  II.  K  k  k  k^  under 


linder  g»ce*s  wing^  and  but  of  ttuuiie  aod  OMifuGdo  bccMft  of  fid,  ]bs» 
the  glory  which  is  in  the  pure  image  v  and  there  is  a  being  chihgcd  fiom 
grace  to  grace^  and  torn  glory  io  glory^  txy  th^  %irit  aikl  {power  of  the 
Lord,  Oh !  that  fuch  as  take  upoh  them  the  pitifbflion  or  Chriftiamty» 
might  feel  the  power,  and  wait  upon  the  power^  and  know  what  k  is  to  be* 
lieveinthe  power,  and  livd  in  the  powers  for  without  this^  thte  epprdcd 
ftare  of  Chriftianity  is  but  dead^  and  dry,  and  cold^  m>c  having  the  true 
living  fap  and  warmth  in  it.  Thenr  are  great  deceits  in  the  workl  About 
thcfe  things,  but  he  that  knoweth  the  truth  as  it  is  in  JeTus^  who  ipma 
Tilittd  by  the  power,  j^theitd  to  the  ^wer,  and  abides  ib  the  {x>wer,  he 
liath  that  with  him  which  anoints  his  eye  and  Jieart^  and  (trengithena  them 
Q^ainft  the  ihoft  fubtife  devices  and  deceits  of  the  V^sfbrming  fpirir. 
But  whoever  he  be  that  profelfeth  Chriftianuyt,  and  is  not  ^^>e,  ^  is  not 
fafe,  but  tht  tdoemy  hath  wav^  of  l>^wi(chifig  Md  deliKlitog  hitin  wluck 
he  hath  not  wiidtewith  efieduwy  «6  wiihftand  aad  avoid. 

Now  having  nakedly  esqprefied  thefe  things  unto  you,  ^  they  ai«  in  vof 
he^  there  is  a  quellioo  ties  befbit  me  t6  ptcMpon^  to  you,  whkkd<^erves 
yobr  ferkyus  CQofideir^ion  ol^  j|nd  abi£ty  to  annMr  in  dw  fight  of  dieLord, 
whith  fe  this : 

^luefi.  po  ye  tigktly,  truly)  and  fuUy  (as  the  Lovd  i^fuiredi  of  you) 
know,  efteem,  and  nonour  the  Son  ?  Do  ye  own  him  as  G^  hath  reveaded 
him  fat  the  flints  of  bis'^child^n,  fince  ^  a()oftary  S  Do  ye  feel  lum  as  an 
horn  of  falvation  lifted  up  tHA«  f  Do  ye  find  and  experience  }ma  icnLded 
within  by  the  Father,  as  the  feed  of  the  womafn,  bM^ng  the  Jicttd  <ctf  die 
ferpent  ?  Ofa  I  this  is  predbus  knowkklgei  aMl  the  right  wa(y  of  truly  Ium^ 
ing  him  as  be  cafrtf  fwsi  the  t^ather^  lived  in  obed^ifcae  to-hmi,  Mknik 
for  the  fins  of  the  whole  Wotid,  afcended  again  to  the  ¥m}siitv^  and  «m  As 
with  him  in  gbryt  IFpr^  indeed,  it  is^beckief  diingi  and  tliat  wbefeon  the 
IbuTs  reft  dejpdnc^^  16  know  ai^  feel  him  near.  Ohl  that  w«:  we«<^  tsat 
here  (I  mean  m  the  ihWtt^d  ienie  and  aoknowledgmeot  ^  the  Loud  J«faft 
Chrift),  and  we  thduU  fobn  be  one  ia  the  Ofther  alio  i 

For  we^  who  aie  reproacMidly  by-AMuiy  called  QuaKtas'Ste  (fer  the 
moft  part)  a  fjeoi^  who  have  mludi  iiid  long  Ibv^  asfter  tfae  L^  aod 
after  the  eicpeiimemd  knowledge  of  thofe  truths^  which  J^^ttftified  of 
and  related  in  the  holy  fcriptures.  We  fought  not  after  a  new  Cbr^  t>r -a 
hew  Spirit,  at  liew  ddfirinea  concerning  Chrift  or  his  Spirit  i  biic^  koow 
Chiift,  ib  as  to  teceive  life  fit>m  him,  andtoliveiohimvitkeJikittKM^ifk 
received  ftMk  \Axsi  \  this  hifth  been  the  finele^um  and  deiiit  of  ^tmr^foob. 
And  if  tAta  could  With  pwence  ccmfidcr  what  vi«  hold  forth^  «nd  widt.^ 
God  opeh  thAf  iipderfhuftdings,  they  would  not  lay  &eh.MMlie  t^oii  tis  as 
they  do  lA.many  itfpe^  but  And.  that  we  reverence  the  fcripturas^  bdiew* 
ing  and  hoIdlAg  coificeming  the  tl^gs  of  Godaceortfii^^  laiheireB^idRd^ 
limn  a  Itue  underilanding  seceive4  ffofti  (he  liOfd,  obd  in  4he  Cnie  Kght 
a&d  gui^de of  his  S{4rk. '  TJicie ii  atiothc)- "qawftiM fpHftgs'ifi  My^iQaA 

unto 


'CMft*  A*»^^-  vl  gi-.  ^i$  firfim  hximn  rf  God^  an^kif  ^i^hfwf^fit 
pis  yx  ttiad  wbatXAiift  likens  the  kinjgpoqFi  x6  i  Cven  a  »am  of  xnvftaro^ 
$mji»  4  p(^14ii(|  in  g  fields  a  little  teprm^  f  foft  p^ece  oT  Qlvef^  &f.  X)o 
je  kiuy^r,  m4  ai«  ye  ^eqa^td  With  diat  titide  thixig  vhic^  is  li^e  uat9 
tii^l  Aiid  dove  real^  aod  righily  if^k  after  it  ?  Do  yc  feek  it  ^\^txt  it  19 
«>^^Opdf  {S^yip  kflOiff  tl^  jpl^ce  wi^cre  it  is  hidi  ^gI  do  ye  ^ke  tbe 
figjtic  wy  f»^  hay  ai^  pvcbafe  it?  ^pw ia  that  ?  Whjr  not  by  Q\;;ward  pb« 
MtvMWiH  fokli  (%nft»  bfjt  by  toward  fiKeepiRg  tbe  faoqfe  ^  hyjcec{)ing  'the 


«y^  ^UW  ifc  .W#  i*^«eii«  OMt  tlje  Tijl^bifh  thatrcpyp  it,  this  is  ^jc  way 
10  find  it,  pufchafe  and  poiKis  it  Oh  I  that  ve  09!^  «]^  leai;n  y^^  at\q 
be  thus  exerdfed  by  the  %mt  t^  the  Lord  daily^  Surely 'thev  that  thus 
ieek  (hall  find,  and  they  that  thu&  aik  ibaA  have,  and  they  that  thu^  knock» 
to  them  the  everlafiing  kingdom  fiiall  be  opened. 

For  mark  the  difimnce  between  the  ftate  of  the  law  and  gofpeL  Th^ 
law  was  a  (badowof  good,  things  to  come.  The  m^^  is  a  "ftate  of  enjoy-' 
ment  of  the  good  things  fliadowed  out  under  the  Taw^  Thejaw  was  a  type 
of  the  kingdom,  of  the  fpiritual  kingdom  of  Chrift,  which  Is  12t  up  uhcfer 
the  gofpeL  In  John*s  day  the  kingdob  wai  at  hand} 'but  in  the  day  of] 
Chrift's  power  the  kingdom  is  come.  Under  idie  law  thel;e  was  a  taberna-  \ 
de  pitched  by  man  1  but  under  the  gofpd  \\^  "trub  tiriiemade  and  temple 
iswitaeflhd,  which  God  pitcheth  and  not  tiiah  V 'and  the  hdy,  Ipiritual^ 
Jieaveidy  facrifices,  and  the  living  covenant,  whereof  Chrift  is  the  media,tor, 
and.  the  law  written  in  the  heart,  and  the  Spirit  of  die  Lord  put  within,  to 
that  his  prefenoe  is  as  leally  witnefled  inwardly,  in  that  which  is  truly  his 
4abernacie  and  temple  aow,  as  ever  It  was  wttneflM  tfUfwfttttly,  in  Ml  out- 
.  waid  tabernacle  ana  temple  under  the  law.  Oh !  that  Chriftians  might  not 
4i«ve  the  name  only,  but  might  be  in  the  life  and  in  the  power,  wherein 
ithefe  things  are  felt  and  experienced ;  for  indeed  the  wonders  cf  the  Lord 
4ue  feen  m  his  temple,  and  his  name  is  pratfed  there,  Selah.  There  he 
breaks  tke  fliield  and  the  bow,  the  fpear  and  tbe^battle,  Selah.  There  the 
•jenenly  is  overcome ;  the  holy  viAory  that  bringeth  him  under,  iffucth  out 
theooe,  Selah.  There  the  well  is  opened,  and  the  Philiftine  nature  hath 
power  to  flN^  it  no  Q)ore,  Sehth.  There '  the  treafury  of  Hfe  and  wifdom, 
and  the  riches  of  God's  goodnefi  are  made  nntnifefl:  for  ever. 

Truly,  friends,  I  have  not  loH  any  thing  that  ever  I  had,  or  acknow- 
ledged of  God  in  the  days  <£  my  former  profefIk>n,  by  believing  in  the 
light  which  God  hath  now  i^vealed  in  me,  but  have  it  ftifi  with  me,  and  in 
mxter  clearnefi  and  plainnels,  and  fuller  demonftration  than  I  then  had  it  ^ 
out  that  of  the  fle(h  which  mixed  with  it,  and  hindered  it  from  being  right- 
Jy  fi^icei^le  10  the  Lord,  and  fully  comfortable  tb  me,  that  the  Lord  bath 
'i)eeo  removing  by  his  fearcbing  light,  and  by  the  demonftration  of  his  Spirit 
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&nd  power.  And  if  at  length,  after  aH  my  deep  and  long  imlcrjr,  the 
Lord  hath  given  me  to  meet  with  and  c^njpy.  ths^t  which  is  tnity  excellent 
(among  thofe  whom  men  defpifc)  I  could  heartily  wifli  for  you,  that  ye  a\fo 
might  meet  with  and  enjoy  the  fame,  without  pafling  through  that  mifery 
and  bitter  anguilh  and  diftrefs  of  fpirit,' through  which  the  Lord  led  mc 
thereto.  The  Lord  preferve  hb  people^  by  the  arm  of  his  mighty  power, 
which  he  hath  ftretchcd  out  for  them,  and  whereby  he  hath  gathered  them 
to  himfelf.  And  thofe  which  are  not  yet  of  this  fold,  oh !  that  it  would 
pleafe  him  to  feek  them  out,  and  bring  them  home  alfo ;  that  the  Lord  xm 
be  one,  and  his  name  one  amongft  us,  and  that  that  which  divideth  and 
fcattereth  from  the  living  truth,  might  be  fcattered  and  brought  to  noughi 
every  where,  in  all  who  would  be  one,  and  defirc  to  fervc  God  (with  oae 
confent)  m  that  which  is  true  and  pure.  Amen. 
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%/%/    iiAminibigaJ^!3^ef  bitm 
▼  ^    iVMtv  ^  /A^  ^f/ttmrd f^ijm^  ct  9be  immrd  kfftjjmH^ 

i  19.  V%.  AnfmttM^  li  is  sJhtpii^tsGaJtsfam^ 
Rtpfyy  This  is  A  very  imptoper  anfwer,  ^d  no!  w-to  die  diing  in  hand; 
for  the  query  was  not  concerning  theilooptng  or  ltrbje£tiz)g  to  baptifmi  but 
what  the  bapii^k  i%  twbkhilkfc  bb.flboiloa  ifM  fii^^Sftbd  tm,  'whether  that 
be  tin  inwand  or  outward. bapdfm  ?  Whether  it  be  aJgvre  of  die  holy  zni 
heavenly  baptiTm  of  the  g^fptl^  or  the  holy  and  heavenly  baptifm  itfelf  ? 
So  that,  in  diefe  words,  tmre  is  no  anfwer  at  a&  returned  to  the  query,  but 
xather  the  aflerring  of  umother  ichioigi  which  the  query  did  not  mention,  al- 
together improper  in  this  place  (  fbr  tlie  query  tends  to  ^teniune  what  the 
baptifm  itfelf  is,  and  when  that  is  once-  determined,  about  ftoqping  and 
fuD)e£tfng  to  it^  there  will  be  no  queftion  I  hope  between  us, 

N6#  to^pltm  Vtikt'iiis  kiw  of  43o4  is,  itvhiiiU  is  4b  l^lk»p|^  to.  be 
jiiith,  Xtsistbe  law  ^  thelpifitcf  t^t  in  Cbrtit ;  "iqabting  t&  |)t^  it,  ^ 
viH.  2.    Mait.  zxviii.  i8,  19.    MMrkX9\.  16. 

tUplj^  That  baptifm,  water-baptifm  (as  he  afterwards  ^xprefleth  it  in  his 
anfirer  to  this  query),  is  the  lawi«Fftlle^irit  of  life  in  Ohrift  Jdiis,  Inever 
read  in  fcripture.  Nor  doth  it  efieft  in  the  heart  what  the  law  of  the  Spirit 
of  life  in  Cbrill  Jeius  doth,  which  the  igx)ftle  faith,  made  him  free  trot^ 
'Tthevlsmr  of  Sm  md  ^ath  \  and  it  hath  virtue  andjpowver  in  4ts  nawre  o^er 
^^'ltw^<<f 4fa  ^4  -fteaih,^»t^h  «»*BKba^m<WarfKnfa».  't\^AmHiilffi 
and  death^i;  Uf  an  inward  andJpirituai  nature  (  an^  the  law  pf  riK  Spirit  of 
life  aUb^tS  1[>Y^lAW2rd  adit  i^rhu^  2iatiMc,%ongeHhannhrlawof  fin  and 

death, 
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death,  and  is  able  to  make  free  firom  the  law  of  fin  and  death  inwardly. 
But  water-baptifm  is  an  outward  thing,  an  elementary  thing,  not  able  ta 
rcstcfrtfA  tiw  of  Hn  and  dtath^  rior  to  make  free  from  it.  I  befeech  you 
confider,  ye  who  look  upon  this  to  be  a  commajtid  and  ordinance  ^  Qvr 
Lord  Ch'rift,  are  ye,  or  are  they^  who  are  outwardly  baptized  with  water^ 
made  free  ftom  the  law  of  fin  and  death  thereby  ?  Nay,  Paul  lymfelft  who 
was  by  the  law  df  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  made  free  from  the  law 
of  fin  and  death,  yet  was  not  made  frtit  k  by  outward  baptifm.  For  if  he 
was  outwardly  baptized  {as  I  am  ready  tj  believe  he  was,  it  being  ufuai  ait 
that  time)  it  was  wh^  Manias  came  to  him,  and  when  the  fcales  fell  from 
his  eyes,  and  he  received  fight,  j^s  ix.  1 8«  Sue  he  was  not  dtcn  made 
free  from  t^  law  of  fin  and  death  ^  Ibr  afterward,  in  his  inward  ju^dfpiritual 
exercife  and  holy  travui,  fce  found  md  complained  of  a  iaw  in  his  mem- 
bers,  warring  againft  ^  law  of  his  mind,  and  briaging  him  into  captivity 
to  the  law  of  fin  in  his  Jioeoibep^  R^m.  m\»  23.  This  was  not  a  task  oi 
freedom  from  the  hw  of  fin }  for  wjch  his  fiefh  he  ftill  demted  it,  while  ii^ 
this  ftate.  But  when  by  l9ie  Spkit  the  flefli  »was  crucified,  when  che  law  oJF 
the  Spirit  of  life  in  Cbiiifi;  Jefus  pFevailed  01m  die<taw«6f^attnd deatthia 
bis  members,  ditn  he  was  'noilQnger  undor  $jMiii*s  43flptrikvi^b^i£n,  but  a 
delivered  man,  made  free  >lber(^oin,  <by  the  law  of  the  Spint  of  life  in 
Chrift  Jefiis.  Then  he  knew  the  truth,  and  the  power  ^uid  vii:i»ie  of  thft 
troth  manifeffced  icfelf  in  him,  and  madit  •iiifn  ifeee,  and  i»  was  fnein^^eed  ^ 
and  faid  no  more  he  could  not  do  the  good  he  would,  nor  £v^ar  ^MAg 
the  evil  hcwould  oot^  "but  he  was  mdte  .tbaQ'a<M>n^«iorar4>wr  thr^l,  and 
ftt attiberry  ^ work  ri{^mK]lhe6,  and  cpiild  do  m  thictts 4Jirough  Cfacift 
that  ftrerigdiene^d  him*  Oh !  that yetdat  pl^adfo  much^oistwani  water, 
knew  this  law  writ  iayonr  hearts,  and  the^Scftnal  power  ai|d  wQie  thore* 
of  freeing  you  'firom  .the  kiw  c^  -fin  and  ^deacb,  and  <ben>3^  wouki  no  mate 
attribute  that  to  an  outward  thing  (or  to  your^rtiedkncoas  tofuch  an  outr< 
word  thing)  which  bek>ngs  to  the  Spirit  and  power  of  d»  >Lord  Jefus,  ad 
to  the  law  of  his  life  inwardly  written  in  the  heart* 

Another  foripture  he  brings  to  prove  wateribapitfpf)  to  be  xbchm  of ithe 
Spirit  of  life  ii^Chrift  Jefus,  ia  Mi//,  nviii.  19. 

Rtpfy^  If  it  were  granted,  that  Chrift  dkl  in  lhat*place  oommandautciw 
baptifm,  yet  that  would  not  prove  it  to  be  the  law  of  iibe  Spirit,  of  life  ia 
him.  The  law  of  the  &>irit  of^life  in  him  ia  a  deep  thing  (I  bc£s^  you 
do  not  miftake  it),  and  hstfh  mighty  tflRBdks  in  the  «fouV  wteh- wtter-tajv 
tifin  never  bad,  nor  can  have  upon  any.  TheUw  of  the  Sjarit  «of..lt&. 
in  Qirift  Jefus,  hath  that  virtue  and  |)Owe>  fram  God  ^in  ats  Aatnre, 
which  water-baptifin  is.notqipable  of.  The  ^ures^,  «be'OUtwafd:iXapr6>^ 
fencarions,  have  not.a  capacity  to  receivrthim.fimn'God>-l»Uck'the4iaward 
law  and  fubftance  hath.  *r 
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But  that  outward  baptizing  with  water  is  there  commanded  ^  by  Chrift;  is 
not  at  allmanifeft  from  that  Ibripture,  but  rather  the  contrary,  if  it  be  well 
minded.  For  Chrift  faith,  all  power  was  given  him  in  heaven  and  earth, 
and  bids  them  go  and  baptize.  Doth  he  fay  with  water  ?  Nay ;  doth  he  not 
ifay  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  land  Spirit?  So  that  now,  when  the 
gofpel  IS  preached  in  the  Spirit  and  power  of  God,  and  his  Spirit  and  power 
rcacheth  to  our  hearts,  we  are  by  that  Sp^-it  and  power  hoch  taught  and 
baptized  inwardly,  gathered  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit, 
and  baptized  into  their  namp.  And  he  that  doth,  this  in  the.  heart,  teacheth 
the  heart  to  call  t^is  the  gofpel-baptifm  ;  and  to  call  that  which  came  fprth 
in  the  hands  of  the  fore-runner,  the  type  or  Bgure  of  this,  the  reprefcnta- 
tion  of  this,  the  (hadow  of  the  gofpel-baptifm,  but  not  the  gofpel-baptifin 
itfelf.  indeed  we  dare  not  call  John's  baptifm,  or  water-baptifm,  the  gof- 
pel-bapdfm,.  or  Chrift's  baptifm ;  the  Lord  who  hath  maQifefted  things  to 
us,  and  taught  us  to  put  a  difference  between  things  that  really  differ,  would 
judge  and  condemn  us. for  fo  doing. 

Mark  forther,  Chrift,  ^who  faith,  jill  pimer  in  heaven  and  earth  is  given 
me,  and  therefore  bid  them  go  teach  and  baptize,  yet  withal *bid  them  wait 
for  the  .fiune' Spirit  and  power  which  was  given  him,  ^£fs  i.  4. — 8.  And 
then  having  his  Spirit  and  power,  wherewith  he  inwardly  taught  and  bap- 
tized, might  they  not  be  able  therewith  to  reach  the  heart  and  confcienoe, 
Add  ipiritually  both  to .  teach  and  baptize,  as  inftruments  in  <xod's  hand,  ia 
the  fpringings  of  his  life  am)  power  in  them  ?. 

JNow  to  mwifeit  this  further  *,  for  I  feel  the  Lord  opening  my  heart  ih 
this  thing,  and  I  hope  it  is  for  your  fakes  (Oh !  ye  miftaken  ones  in  this 
weighty  bufinefs ! ),  that  the  Lord  may  explain  things  of  this  nature  to  you, 
and  do  you  good  thereby.  ,  To  whom  was  this  commii&OQ  or  command, 
in  the  authority  and  power; of  God's  Spirit  giv^n,  to  go  and  teach  all  na- 
tions, bapdzing  them  into  tb^  name,  (^c.  ?  Was  it  not  eipecially  given  to 
the  apoftlcs,  who  were,  efpecially  gifted  thereunto  ?  And  was  not  Paul  one ; 
yea,  one  of  the  chief,  made  fo  by  God  our  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jcfus 
Chrift  ?  And.  hejbein^in  a  fpecial  manner  fent  to  the  Gentiles,  or  Heathen 
nations  (for  the  Jews  were  but  one  nation),  did  not  this  commiflion  extend 
to  him,  and  tht$  command  lie  upon  him  ?  Now  if  this  command  did  extend 
jto  inward,  fpiritual,  gofpel-baptizing,  with  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the 
Xiord  Jefust  ht  had  it  as  f^U  as  any  of  them  *,  but  if  it  be  underftoQd  of 
waisc-baptifm, .  we  do  not  fipd  that  he  bad  any  fuch*  commiflion,  but  rather 
iitherwife.  Road  his  .  commiflion,  ji3j  xxyi.  18.  is  there  any  thing  of 
eWater-baptifm!  in  it  i  There  is  remiflioi>  of  fins,  which  depends  upon  be- 
lieving and  turoiiig  to  God,  id  his  illuminating  Spirit  and  power,  but  00- 
.thing  .of  wMr*baptifm.  And  mark,  it  is  God  that  opens  mens  eyes,  and 
it  is  God  that  opens  their  hearts,  and  inwardly  turns  them  from  darkoeis 
to  lisht,  and  Satan's  power  to  God  *,  yet  Paul  was  lent  by  the  Lord  to  do  this. 
.Aad  is  it  an  harder  matter  inwardly  to  bapdze,  than  to  do  this  ?  So  that  it 
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as  not  Paul,  but  the  Lord  that  opens  the  eyes,  and  turns  men ;  yet  the 
Jjord  fent  Paul  to  do  it,  and  furely  the  Lord  enabled  him,  by  his  Spirit  and 
.power,  to  do  what  he  fent  him  to  do. 

Obje£t.  Bta^  f bough  it  is  not  here  particularly  expreffed^  yet  it  may  be  implieli 
-or  intended.  Or  if  this  commiffion  did  not  reach  to  bim^  the  former  apoftdlk 
xommij/ion  would^-  be  being  made  fo  extraordinary  an  apdftle.  Or  at  leaft  it  would 
jreach  him  as.  a  teaching  difciple  \  for  he  that  hath  authority  to  teach  the  nationi^ 
J^ath  alfi  authority  to  baptize  them. 

Anfw.  No,  Paul  neither  by  this  commifiion,  nor  by  the'  apoftolic  com- 
.cniifion,  nor  by  his  difciplefliip,  had  any  authority  or  miffion  from  God  to 
J>aptize,  if  ye  take  baptifm  in  this  place  for  baptising  with  outward  water, 
as  he  himfclr  exprcfly  faith,  Chrifi  fent  me  not  to  baptize  (fpeaking  of  watcr- 
baptifm),  but  to  preach  the  gofpel^  i  Cor.  i.  1 7.  Nay,  he  thanks  God  that  ^ 
^e  baptized  none  of  them,  to  his  remembrance,  but  Crifpus,  Gaius,  and  the 
Ju)uihold.of  Stephanus,  ver.  14.  16.  Now  if  he  had  looked  iiponwater- 
•baptifm  as  Chrifl's  ordinance,  and  as  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  would  he  thank  God  he  had  obeyed  it  no  more  ?  • 

;  Objeft.  But  be  gives  the  reafon  of  tbat^  left  any  fhouldfay  he  had  baptized 
in  his  own  name. 

Anfw.  Why,  perlbns  might  (ay  he  preached  in  his  own  name,  yet  that 
would  not  have  excufed  him  from  preachihg.  No  more  would  mens  fay- 
ing he  baptized  in  his  own  name,  excufe  him  from  baptizing,  if  waters 
•baptifm  had  been  Chrift's  command  and  ordinance. 

The  laft  place  he  brings  to  prove  water- baptifm  to  be  the  law  of  the 
Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  is  Mark  xvi.  1 6.  He  that  believetby  and  is  bap- 
iized^  fhaU  befaved ;  but  be  that  believeth  noti  fhall  be  damned. 

Reply^  This  fheweth  the  neceflity  of  the  gofpel-baptifm,  but  this  doth 
not  exprels  which  the  gofpel-baptiim  is,  whether  an  inward  or  outward 
wafhing.  We  know,  having  been  taught  by  the  Lord,  that  there  is  nofaU 
vation  without  inward  walhing,  which  is  alfo  very  demonftrable  to  others  | 
but  God  forbid  that  all  Ibould  be  damned,  that  are  not  baptized  with  oot* 
ward  water. 

He  faith.  This  law  was  confirmed  by  them  that  had  the  Spirit-baptlfm^  being 
commanded  to  be  obeyed  by  them  that  had  the  Spirit^  A&s  x.  47^  48. 

Repfyy  That  Peter  did  command  peribns  to  be  baptized  with  water,  and 
that  John's  baptifm,  or  water-baptiim,  was  made  ufe  of  in  thofe  days,  and 
that  John  had  it  from  God,  and  that  it  was  done  in  God^s  name,  this  is  not 
denied ;  but  that  water-baptifm  was  Chrift's  baptifm,  or  the  gofpel-baptifm^ 
this  place  doth  not  prove. 

He  faith  further.  The  kind  of  this  baptifm  is  water-baptifm^  bringing  A&/; 
iii.  1 6.  and  AUs  viii.  38,  39.  to  prove  it. 

Reply^  Matt,  iii.  16.  only  proves  that  Chrift  was  baptized  witii  water, 
but  doth  not  prove  that  water*baptifm  is  the  gofpel-baptifm.  If  I  could 
prove  by  fcripture  exprcfly^  that  Chrift  was  cirxUimcifed,  yet  that  would  not 

Vot.  II.  Llll  prove 
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prove  tb«t  therefove  (hat  ww  to  be  ihe  gjofpc I-circvnoctfioBu  Sa  tboii^  Ir 
be  manifeO;,  that  Chfift  i9fk»  bapciie^  bv  JobiH  unth  Us  «atar-bapftt»^ 
yet  that  doth  not  at  all  prove  that  John*)  waiev-bapti&a  is  Cbrift's  gefpcl- 
baptLfm.  The  end  of  Johc^'s  bopcisiiag  wiidi  wucer  vnas^  that  Chrift  m^c 
be  made  manifeft^  ^dm  I  3^1.  Aiidwbcsi  he  b  madcmaiBfeft  (when  be  who 
is  the  word,  who  is  the  Itfe,.  i^  made  mwilc&,  i  Job^k  L  i^  x.),  dicp  meiv 
nuft  comet  to  hkp»  to  be  bapuzed  by  hum  with  his  bapcifin^  which  is  wkk 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  with  fire^  Matt.  iii.  if,,  of  wtrk  the  Sfwit  of  judgf^ 
iMftf  and  bwnug^  J^:  iv.  4^ 

That;  c^hcF  phf;e  ^  ^«  kui.  9&>  319.  doth  aot  at  all  piwe  tkar  water- 
baptUin  iA  (he,  gpfpel-bdf^&o,  bmois^  tbatr  Philip  ddd  ha^tin  che  Eonueh 
with  water^  which  is  bo(  %  thbg:  denied  by  usk  Yea,  ivhac  if  I  ftouM 
giean«»  th3>(th^  Lotfd  did;  bo^Qucit  as,miwb.  JM  any  flaadowv  or  rnoNi  chaiv 
other  lSbMow$>  by  lining  ijt  Kave^ai  kn^ir  tiiaae^.aflds  aibawifev  ]^t  t]lac 
witt  noe  piTOve,  it  «q  be  Chnft*^  hftptiTm^  qr  agoTpd^oetftiBnoc:  And  if  mca 
dortak^it  ^1^ ]!i^ ^e<]|derii«(3  ^  fpirif,  boiyvftBtg  x^  tfac  Lord,.  iti&Ta  onicb  the 
better;  yet  it  is  not  e^  t^  bffli^Te,  that  aUdc^ioi  and.didecfaacd«>fo,  may- 
^cc  iflb  th^  judgq^itts^  notwithftafid^ ;.  thmgh  I  am  pcvfiuidbd^  the  Lord  \% 
tender  to  perfons  that  do  things  in  tendernefs  of  heart  ta  bicn,  nocwicfa- 
ftmdicig  fiwpe^errof  ot 

VH^^  inward  tmmf .  Jni  v^ai  h  tbei  tn'mari  ma».  /o  ba  vm/kei  wiikF 

Anfw.  His  anfwer  13^  it  is  the.  bodlyv  the  whole  maoi  arwonaa  so  g» 
IMP  the  stater,  ift  the  iwneoC  i^Father^  Sbny  and  Spim^  ib  that 
th«  fimk  CQQie»  tcft'  be  &at{tified  by  tiie.  word  and  Spirit*.  Ip'or  rtis 
proof  of  wbk&  be  qiuotest.  74/brvAii  5^*  mdibap^  xv.  3, 
A^lir,.  That  dae:  whole  body  wsss  to  go  ioDo  the  wan?:,  acconding  to  John's 
bq>tifmi  19,  granted ;  bM  thut  this  is  the  gaipel*bapdfnv  or  Chnft^s  bap- 
ti^  13  dfnjjed  by  us.  lt\s(  t^  inwacd  Jew  that,  is  ta  be  waflied  in  thegol^ 
M^flidl^i  and  i$  inwacd waM^  ^irittsaLwatefv  tiiatheistoibs-wafl^widK 
I  pray^  coniider  daaf:  fcriptw e  fcBi(Will]F  (aod  the  Lord  gi^re  youtthe  true  oader- 
ftanding  thereof),  Zecb.  xiiir  i.  Doth  not  that  fcripture  fpeak  of  the  gof- 
l^l-ftafie  I'  What  fbuntain  is  it  that  is^  opened  in  tl»  goTpel^fiam  I  Is-  it  an 
outward  fcmntdSQ  of  outw^  waters^  which,  ia  opened  ^.  £01  and  hie  vssk* 
deannefe^  to*  walh.  it  away  ?*  The  Lord  kxramteiih  o£  what  nattue  fin*  is^  and 
with  whe^  watcsr  ifi  is^  to  be  wa(hed  away,,  and  dieoefbve  openeth  that  foun- 
tiun  in  the  hwSsi  of  David  in  the  goTpet-ftatr,.  which  isi  proper  to  waft  it 
^ay  withi  What  i$  the:  hou&  of  David  I  Wba  x^  the.  Jew;  in.  the  gc^pel- 
ftate  ?  What  is  the  tabernacle  or  houfe  of  David  that  is  rsufed  up  then  ? 
What  is  the  fountain  that,  is  opened  there  fi3r  fih^  and  for  unGkanacls  ?  Can 
fin  be  waibed  away  from  any  heart  and  confinence,.  but.bjc  che  water  id  this 
i(i9uneaia'?  Add  is.  not  the  gpfpel-baptifoi  with,  this  water?  Do  not  thofe 
tihat  are  vnafhed  with  this  water  feel  che  true  walfaing,  and  know  it  eeraunly^ 
W^Qm}]!^.  iilfaUiblf>,ia£bedcmQnftraUQn.QJi  G^^^^  Spinc^  to  be  die  true 

baptifiDi 
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tMiptifm }  not  the  6gurative  outward  wafhing  of  the  body,  but  the  real 
inward  wafhii^  of  the  foul  ?  There  is  the  waflbing  of  regeneration,  Tit^iu 
;.  which  is  with  that  which  regenerates,  which  the  water  of  the  fountain  o€ 
ife  and  holinefe  doth»  which  God  opens  in  the  heart,  and  waQietb  the  foul 
with,  and  caufcth  the  foul  to  wa(h  in ;  hut  the  outward  water,  which  wa(beth 
the  outward  body,  hath  no  fuch  nature  or  virtue  in  it,  nor  ever  was  ap^ 
pointed  by  God  to  produce  any  fuch  efied*  That  the  foui  is  fandified  b]r 
the  word  and  Spirit,  is  granted :  but  that  the  ibul  is  not  fan£i:ified  by  the  '  $ 
word  and  ^irit,  unkfs  the  body  is  walbed  with  6utWard  water^  that  is 
denied ;  and  the  fcriptures  afore-mentioned  by  him,  of  John  viii.  32.  and 
>ebap.  XV.  3.  do  not  at  all  prove  any  fuch  thing.  Now  the  gq^pelK>bedience 
is  to  Chrift's  baptifm,  not  to  John's  baptifm.  And  the  foul  that  is  fubjed  to 
Chrift's  baptifm,  doth  not  live  in  disobedience,  for  not  taking  up  John'a 
baptifm;  which  God  doth  not  allow  him  to  do;  but  in  the  gofpel-ftate* 
«very  one  is  to  hear,  the  Son,  the  Shepherd  of  the  foul,  and  fdlow  him  the 
fubftance,  and  not  Mofes's  circumcifion  oc  John's  baptifm. 

Query  3.  IP^IhU  is  xoajhed  away  by  the  g^fpeUhtxptifm  f  Is  it  ibc  filth  9/  (hi 
^tward  body  or  JUJh  ?  Or  tbt  Jilih  of  the  fiid?  And  with  whut  wster  is  ^ 
Jilth  of  the  foul  to  be  w»fhtd  vuoay  ? 

Jn/tv.  Sin  is  waibed  away  by  the  gofpel-baptiim :  for  the  proof  where- 
of he  quotes,  jiils  xxii.  i6.  Rom.  vi.  17,  18. 
Reply 9  Thus  far  we  agree,  that  fin  is  waihcd  away  by'  the  gofpd-baptiftn ; 
but  what  that  bapdfm  is  which  walheth  away  fin»  herein  tre  gftatly  diS^4 
He  aiErmeth  it  to  be  outward  water,  and  the  walking  of  the  outward  man 
therewith«  I  affirm  it  to  be  inward  water»  from  the  inward  holy  fbuntatri 
which  God  opens  in  the  houfe  of  David,  whereby  the  foul  and  €6nfcienc0 
is  wa&ed  from  fin,  and  from  unckannefs.  That  place  of  JSs  xxu.  16^ 
fpeaks  of  Paul's  being  baptized,  and  wafhing  away  ha  fins ;  but  dOth  noe 
fay,  that  outward  wafhing  the  body  with  outward  water  is  the  waflung  awaf 
of  fins ;  but  bids  him  waft)  away  his  fins,  calling  on  the  name  of  the  LorcL 
And  thus  the  wafting  away  of  fins  is  ac  this  day  experienced.  The  Lovd 
manifefis  fin,  turns  the  mind  againft  it,  and  caufcth  a  cry  to  the  Lord,  and 
then  the  Lord  opens  the  fountain,  caufeth  the  pure  water  to  flow^  which 
i;he  foul  is  wafiied  with ;  and  fo  far  as  it  is  wafined  therrwfth>  it  is  dean  in  the 
fight  of  God,  and  hath  the  inward  fenfc  of  its  cicanneis  from  (he  Lorct 
Yet  that  there  was  a  figurative  wafiiing  awayof  fins  by  John'a  bapttfm^  I  dot 
not  deny ;  for  it  was  unto  repentancd;.  and  they  thereby  profefied  repen- 
tance, and  were  to  briff  forth  fruits  meeifor  npeuUince^  Matt.  iii.  9«  Nor 
doth  that  other  place  (Rom.  vi.  17, 18.)  prove,  that  wafiiiing  the  body  \ati^ 
outward  water  waflieth  away  fin,  or  malocth  fkee  from  fin ;  but  that  which 
makes  free  from  fin,  is  the  power,  virtue^  aid  life  of  truth  fek  iji  the 
heart,  waihing  and  deanfing  it.  It  is  teceivttig  die  truth  m  the  Imre  of  it, 
and  being  modded  into  the  nature  of  it,  bdieving  itinr  the  evidence  and 
demonfi:ration  of  God's  Spcric,  wd  obeying  it  in  the  obedience  cf  the  new 
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hattire,  mind,  and  Spirit.  And  th^  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  comcs^ 
from  the  inward  baptiftn,  from  the  waihing  which  the  apoftle  calb  owni/aror 
the  anti-type,  i  Peter  m.  21.  which  baptifm  is  not  the  waihing  away  the 
fihh  of  the  flelh  or' body ;  but  an  inward  baptifm,  which  ib  watheth  in^ardly^ 
that  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  is  prefently  fek,  m  the  fight  and  prc- 
fence  of  God.  And  then  the  foul  knows  what  water  it  was^  wafiied  wirh» 
which  was  abk  to  produce,  and  did  produce  this  efFed.   ^ 

He  faith.  And  thus  H  appears  \  Pirft  it  takes  off  i^fohedienu\. 

Reply y  What  is  it  takes  off  difebedience  ?  The  troth  as  it  is  ift  Jefti s,  the 
£ie  and  power  of  truth,  felt  and  working  in  the  licart,  deftroy^  the  dif* 
obedient  nature,  and  takes  away  the  difobedience  thereof ;  but  otltwarc^ 
waihing  of  the  body  doth  not,  though  men  may  apprehend  there  is  an  out- 
ward command  for  it,  and  judge  they  do  it  in  obedience  to  that  outward 
command.  But  obedience  is  from  true  underftanding  oi  tlie  mind  and  will 
of  God,  and  from  that  holy  Kght  of  his  Spirit  wherein  the  holy  under- 
Handing  is  given.  And  in  this  obedience  the  Lord's  juft^ation  is  witnel- 
fed  -,  which  is  not  witnefled  in  the  other  *,  I  mean  in-  that  which  men  a»U 
obedience  to  that  which  they  account  a  literal  command,  according  to  their 
conceivings  and  apprehenfions. 

Secondly,  As  iP  leads  perfms  unto  Cbrift  \  for  wUcb  be  quotes^  Rom.  vL  2,. 
3.   GaL  iii.  27. 

.  Repfy^  That  which  leads  unto  Chrift,  and  into  t^e  truth  as  it  is  in  hkn, 
the  children  of  the  new  covenant  know,  who  are  drawn  by  the  Father,  ancf 
are  taught  and  learn  of  him  to  come  to  the  Son,  John  vi.  44,  45.  And 
how  can  we  give  that  honour  to-  John's  baptifm,  or  outward  ws^ing  the 
body,  which  belongs  to  the  Father^  and  hxs  powerful  Spirit  ?  To  be  bap- 
tized into  Chrift  is  a  great  thing.  To  be  buried  with-Chrift  by  baptifin  in- 
to death,  is  a  precious  ftate,.  and  efie&ed  by  the  inward  work  of  the  Spnt 
in  the  heart,  working  againft  fin,  working  the  mind  out  of  fin,  into  the 
nature,  Spint^  and  life  of  Chrift.  And  the  being  bapdzed  into  Chrift^  i^ 
the  real  putting  on  Chrift^  It  is  the  effe&  of  knowing  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jefus,  which  caufeth  the  putting  off  of  the  old  man,  and ;  the  renewing  in 
the  Spirit  of  the  mind,  and  putting  on  the  new,  Epi^f.  iv.  2^,  23,  24. 
But  Joha's  baptifin,  or  the  waihing  the  body  with  outward  waoer,  dotb 
ilone  of  tfacfe  things,  but  is  only  a  type  or  reprelentarion  of  what  19  done 
in  and  by  the  inward  baptifm. 

He  adds  further.  Am  fo  the  foul  receives  Cbrift  in  his  propbetkal  and 
piefthf  officer  fo  hy  Cbrift  we  are  delivered  from  aHfitbinefs  of  fkft^  and  fpmt^ 
that  we  mi^  perfeS  boUnefs  in  the  fear  of  God. 

Rtpfyy  The  kingdom  of  Chrift  is  fpiritual,  the  kingdom  of  Cbrift  is 
within,  and  he  that  would  truly  know  him  as  he  is  king,  prophet,  and 
prieft,  muft  hear  his  knocks,  know  his  voice^  open  to  him,,  ami  kt  him  tn, 
and  then  he  will  manifeft  himfelf  there,  and  the  foul  fliall  know  what  hei^ 
cf^en  his  king,  priei^  and  prophet,  and  fed  him  exercifing  all  tbefe  holy 
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^ces,  in  the  authority  and  power  of  his  Father^  in  the  heart*  This  is 
precious  knowledge  indeed.  Yea,  he  (hall  know  him  with  his  fan-  in  his 
hand,  thoroughly  purging  his  floor  from  all  unbelief,  from  all  difobedience, 
from  all  chaffinefs  and  earthlinefs ;  yea,  from  all  fikhinefs  of  flefli  and 
ipirit ;  for  his  fan  turns  againft  them  all,  and  his  Spirit  of  judgment  and 
burning  flames  inwardly  againfl:  them  all ;  and  as  they  are  confumed  and 
burnt  up,  the  pure  fear  of  the  Lord  is  increafed  in  the  hearty  wherein  holi- 
nefs  is  begun,  and  at  length  perfected,  by  the  thorough  circumcilion  and 
baptifm  of  the  Spirit.  But  the  Corinthians  were  not  cleanfed  from  all  fikhi- 
nefs of  fle(b  and  fpirit  by  water-baptifm,  but  were  afterwards  exhotred  by 
Paul  to  do  it. 

Query  4.  IVbiti  water  is  it  that  the  inward  Ifrael  Jhall  be  fprinkkd  withy 
that  they  may  be  ckan?  Is  it  not  inward  water ^  fpiritual  water  f  And  .can  any 
be  clean  or  bapttT^id  in  the  fight  of  God^  that  are  not  baptized  with  this  water ^ 
wherewith  God  fprinkletb  and  wajbeth  his  fpiritual  and  inward  Ifrael? 

Anfw.  Baptifm  is  not  fprinkling,  nor  £>  rendered  by  the  Spirit,  but 
baptize ;  baptize  is  to  dip  or  put  into  the  water. 

Reply ^  When  God  fprinkleth  his  inward  Ilrael,  with  the  water  which  he* 
hath  promifed  to  fprinkle  with,  he  doth  fufficiently  cleanfe  them ;  for  whom 
the  Lord  fprinkleth  wkh  this  water,  they  are  cleanfed  thereby,  Eztk^  xxxvi.. 
25.  And  this  relates  to  the  gofpel-ftate;  for  a  new  heart  is  immediately 
promifed^  ver.  26.  which  is  the  promife  of  the  gofpel-covenant.  And  the 
blood  of  fprinkling  in  the  new-covenant  doth  fuffidently  waih  and  deanie, 
Heb.  xii.  2^4.  Rev^  i.  5.  fprinkling  and  dipping  are  but  figures ;  but  they 
are  both  comprehended  in  the  fubftance^  which  we  fhould  wait  inwardly  to  • 
feel  and  experience.  The  water  which  Chrift  fpeaks  of,  John  iiu  5.  (whieh 
place  he  quotes)  is  not  outward,  but  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  Spirit, 
whereof  the  foul  is  waflied  and  born-  again,  and  rifcth  up  in  the  new*  life 
with  Chrift. 

He  faith.  The  inward  fits  for  the  outward. 

Repfy^  It  is  true,  John's  baptifm  did  require  inward  qualifications  (in- 
which  reijped  it  went  beyond  circumctfion),  and  fa  where  tlK>fe  qualifica* 
tions  were  founds  who  could  forbid  water  i  But  Chrift's  baptifm,  the  bap- 
tifm with  Spirit  and  fire  to  purify  the  mind  and  burn  up  the  drofs,  is  of  an 
higher  miniftration,  and  a  far  more  gk)riou5  baptifm  than  that.  Matt.  iii. 
11.  He  Jhall  baptize  you :  yoUj  vfhat  you^f  Tou  whom  I  have  baptized  with' 
water.  Sathat  thofe  wh<Mn  he  had  baptized  to  repentance,  he  tells  of  an^ 
other  baptifm,  a  more  gtorious  baptifm  thaa  his,  which  happy  are  they  that 
wait  for,  and  feel  accomplifhed  in  them. 

Query  5.  fFbat  is  the  gofpel-circumcifionf  Is  it  not  an  inward  and  fpiritual 
€ircumcifionf  and  is  not  the  circumcifing  knife j  wherewith  the  inward  Ifrael  is 
circumcifedj  inwards  and  fpiritual ?  And  is  not.  the  gpfpel-baptifmy  wherewith' 
the.  inward  Ifrael  is  wajhedy  as  inward  and  fpiritual  as  the  gofpel-circumcifim  ?' 

.    Is 


bnot  this  ^  fircum^fifn  ^n^  v^^ng  vf  ibs  fam  mtun^  Md  fffcBed  wiibMi 
m$w^dba9uU? 

Anfw.  Ic  is  iiiw^c],  fpiriiu^  beftvenly*  that  which  God  works  by  the 
knife  of  hif  wp^-d,  H^b,  iv.  i%.     H^,  vi,  5, 

^^,  Thus  is  tr«*  5  we  whom.  Qod  hath  called,  quickened,  enlightened, 
qifcurnciffjd,  apd  baptized,  experience  it  fo  j  and  happy  is  he,  if  he  expen* 
ence  it:  io  ^fo.  For  the.  word  13  living,  and  makes  alive ;  the  word  is  quick 
^nd  povcirful,  (harpef  tha9  ai|y  two-edged  fword,  and  it  doth  inwardly 
pierce  to  the  dividing  afupder  of  the  foql  and  (pint  (Oh !  thia  is  a  ble0ed 
ojqperience  inwardlyt  wh^i^ever  it  19  felt !)«  and  of  the  joints  and  marrow, 
and  is  a  difcerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart  And  this  word 
came  to  the  prophets,  and  did  hew  through  the  prophets,  and  God^s  judge- 
mept^  by  this  word  were  as  a  light  that  went  forch^  This  word  is  the  word 
of  lif^  and  the  life  b  manife&d  in  it,  as  the  apo&ies  knew  in  their  day, 
I  John  iw  2.  and  a^  God's  gathered  ones  know  in  thi$  day. 

Dut  let  him  take  heed,  left  he  pyt  the  letter,  or  outwani  defcriptions  oi 
heavenly  things,  for  the  word  \  for  the  kingdom  or  gofpel-ftate  ftands  not  in 
fuch,  kind  of  word^)  but  in  power,  x  Cor.  iv,  2a  and  the  apoftles  wetr 
np^e  ,al^  mmiftcrs  of  the  New-Teftament,  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  th<; 
Spirit  i,  for  the  letter  kiUetht  but  the  Spirit  miniftereih  life,  %  Cor.  iii.  6. 
Sa  we  4iftingui(h  the  word  of  Mfe  (the  quiek  pierciog  wc^d  that  givedi 
lif«),  from  thf^  wor^  which  eame  Arom  k,  J^  v.  zq.  which  words  are  alfo 
livings  4s  they  coeae  frMPttbe  lift  \  Mhfirwift,  in  the  oMuth,^  underftanding. 
Of  ^onpfceh^nfion  of  him  who  19  4iot  Uving  (nor  in  a  iru^  fenfe  and  under- 
l^lWHiing  ol  du^fn),  ih/^y  are  not  bfe.  So  men  d«3uld  hm  ftrive  co  oooaprr- 
faffn4  wn$s  with  thai;  outward  underftM^g%  whifA  can  wwt  attain  d»e- 
tft.  bw  wait  to  fesceive  the  uwlerlhanding  from  Go4  whereby  rhey  xoMf 
I^PKiw  hm  4h»t  49  aruc!^  and  hi^  sttTpel^wdintnce^  and  the  holy  laws  of  his 

Jcingdom,  and  *  be  found  in  the  obeoience  thereof  to  him  in  the  Spirit. 

Now  granting  the  gofpel-cireua^eiiiQn  to  be  inward  and  fpiritual,  how 

can  he  make  the  goipet^baptifm  to  bo  of  a  nature  inferior  to  it,  even  ^ 

ouiwaM  and  carnal»  ^ie^  a  waAxing  with  the  elementary  water  of  thb  crea* 

ti9n>  a^d  not  with  the  inwardly  (ae^^fying  and  cleanfing  water  of  life, 

which  God  fprinkJeth  upof^  Ym  fpiiwial  Ifi-ael,  and  ^  plunges  their  (ouls 

iQW  ?  And  confider  forioufly,  whether  th^  apoftk,  (peaking  both  of  cir* 

c^meirioq  and  bafKiAQt  Cf^  ii*  11,  la.  did  imeiid  either  of  tfaeoa  as  to  d)c 

outward,  and  not  tsttlwr  both,  of  them  as  to  the  inward,  wheveia  the  true 

inward  i^npt?^  Qimwicifina^  and  alfo  the  true  inward  bapti^ingi  is  witnef- 

fed,  and  both  without  hands ;  for  neither  cincvkmctfion  nor  uncircumd&on 

availa  (no  0K>re  doth  outward  walbang  the  body,  or  noe  vaihmg  it  avail) 

but  a  new  creature  i  the  putting  off  of  the  body  of  the  finsof  the  fldh  by 

the  cifcumciilon  and  baf^tifina  of  Chrift»  this  avails*  and  i&  oC  great  eliecm 

with  God. 

Query 


A  Reply  t^  an  An/wer  of  fimi  S^mriet^  &c»     63 1 

^Quety  6.  When  is  the  mte  Hptifm  ef  the  Jpirttudl  IfraeU  ^tbout  nt>bick 
fieri  is  wo  fahation  f  Can  there  he  aftf  falvaticm  without  the  initard  wafhiti^ 
§f  the  fiul  f  Marf  there  not  be  falvatitm  without  the  outtoard  wajbing  of  the 

t(Hfy? 

Anfw.  That  whkh  Chrift  Jcfiw  comiWarided ;  for  there  is  but  one  bap- 
tffm  commanded,  and  that  leads  us  to  Chrift  and  God. 

Reply ^  Was  not.  John's  baptifm  dommandfed,  which  was  an  outward  walh- 
ing  ?  iind  is  not  fhie  inward  waftiirtg  commanded  stHb  ?"  Was  not  Ifrael  com- 
manded to  circumcire  their  hearts,  and  was  not  that  an  inward  circunfrci* 
fion  ?  And  were  they  not  alfo  eotfrmartded  to  wafh  their  hearts  from  wicked- 
iiefs,^  and  was  rwt  that  an  irrwar d  waAitfg  of  fe^ifnt  ?  How  eotrH  they  do 
cither  of  thefe  ?  Why,  did  not  Mofes  dircft  them  to  the  word  nigh  in  therf 
imoutb  auid  heart,  whereby  both  thefe  might  be  done  ?  And  can  either  of 
fbefe  be  done  in  any  heart,  btit  by  the  opcratbn  of  this  word  of  Irfe  m- 
wardly  in  the  heart  ?  We  know,  inhere  is  no  other  name  tender  heaven^  not 
way  to  ke  favei^  hut  Cbri^  the  word  of  Kfe,  and  fight  Of  men.  But  they 
that  are  faved  by  him,  nfiuft  know  him  as  a  liting  ftc^ne  wfthin,  ^nd  cdme 
from  ail  elfe  in  their  hearts  to  him  (as  to  a  precious  foundation-^one  of 
life),  and  be  new-eneated  by  htm',  eiritfunldfed  and  baptized  into  him,  and 
fo  walk  iH  him,  the  new  arid  Eying  way,  and  ferve  Gfod  his  Father,  in  the 
newne&of  the  Spirit,  and  not  imthe  t*fticfe  of  the  lefter;  which  happy 
are  they  that  vmdefftand  what  it  ie,  add  are  found  in  thisf  obedience  ta  thtf 
Lord,  and  in  thus  woribtpping  hhn  in  bis  Sph'it  and  truth,  which  is  the 
gol|>d^feF^ce  and  worfbip.  For  men  may  eafily  mirtake  about  the  fcttef;, 
but  the  new  Krtft  doth  ndt  mifrake  concerning  the  Spirit,  tm  the  true 
Aeep  eonceming  the  voice  of  Chtiff . 

Query  7.  How  are  men  huried  with  Chrift  hy  haptifin  into  death  f  Js  it  not 
em  inward  Jpititaai  dee^h^  that  men  are  thus  bnriedwith  Chrijt  into^?  And  is 
it  net  effeSled  by  an  inward  fpiritual  haptifm  f 

Anfw.  By  water-baptifm ;   for  Chrift  was  buried^  fo  arc  we.    Chrift 
was^  buried  by  baptifm  in  the  water,  fo  are  wt. 

Rephf^  Chrift  was  outwardly  circumfcifed ;  fo  are  wealfo  circumcHed ;  not 
outwardly,  as  Chrift  was.  Chrift  was  not  circimicifed  to  eflfeft  arty  fhingf 
upon  him  (for  he  needed  it  not),  but  for  our  fakes.  And  he  V^ras  baptiied' 
for  our  lakes  alfo,  that  we  aifo  might  be  circumcifed,  and.  baptized  widV 
the  circumcifion  a»d  baptifm  which  we  •  need,  which  is  the  circumcifirtg^ 
and  baptizing  of  our  fools^  and  not  the  circumcifing  or  wafhing;  of  onf 
bckiies. 

.  He  adds,  Chrift  did  it  to  fulJS  all  rightedufnefa\  we  ta  ftifi}-  the  tigbteevs' 
law  and  will  of  Gody  we  ihereiy  entering  into  covenant  wHh  Godj  whefeiy  toe^ 
fet  to  his  feal  (I  fuppofc  he  means,  our  feai)  that  he  is  true. 

Repl}\  It  remains  yet  to  be  proved,  chat  baptizing  with  water  is  God's  Iht^- 
a»)d  will  in  the  gofpeUftate.  I  am  fure  there  afe  thttfc  that .  are  taught 
oiherwifo  by  htm  that  teacheih  all*  his  chikben,  fi^iA-  die  leaft  to  t-he" 

grcatcft. 
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grcateft^  in  the  new  covenant  f  And  the  new  covenant  \%  an  inward  cove- 
nant ;  which  chev  that  hear  Gt!>dV  voice  therein,  and  have  his  law  written  m 
their  hearts,  and  obey  it,  are  led  by  him  more  and  more  into.  Now  the 
new  covenant  is  not  made  with  eVery  thirfty  one  after  the  living  waters^ 
but  only  fuch  as  come  to  Chrift  in  the  drawings  and  teachings  of  his  Father ; 
and  when  they  are  come  to  Chrift,  incline  their  ears,  and  hearken  diligently 
to  him,  Ifa.  Iv.  i,  2,  3.  fuch  afluredly  know  and  enjoy  the  fure  mercies 
of  David,  having  God  to  be  their  Sliepherd  to  (pread  their  table  for  them; 
and  they  eat  that  which  is  good,  and  are  fatisfied  with  the  fat  xhings  of  his 
houfe,  and  fo  can  fet  to  their  feal  that  God  is  true  and  faithful,  who  hath 
not  only  promifed  fuch  things,  but  is  daily  fulfilling  and  making  them  good 
in  and  to  their  fouls. 

Query  8. .  fVbcU  is  that  baptifmj  frtm  whence  ther4  cerJ^My  and  coftftanilf 
arifetb  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  towards  God  f  DolhJiol  this  always  arife 
from  the  inward  bapHfm^  from  the  wq/hing  awojf  of  that  which  defileth  the  cath- 
fcience  f  Is  mt  then  the  confcience  thereby  made  good  and  holy  in  the  fight  of  God? 
And  doth  it  not  then^  anfwer  the  holy  will^  law^  and  Spirit  of  the  holy  and 
gojodGod? 

Anfw*  The  baptiim  of  water ;  bebg  that  which  Chrift  commanded. 

Reply^  Water-baptifnH  or  outward  waftiing  of  the  body,  <:annot  make 
the  confcience  good ;  for  a  man  may  do  th^t  upon  a  miftake,  through  error 
of  judgment,  and  go  unchanged  into  it,  and  come  unchanged  out  of  it. 
But  the  inward  circumcifion,  ^nd  inward  baptifm,  dot^  really  cut  off  and 
wafh  away  the  fin  and  filth  of  the  confcience,  and  i>  make  it  good;  and 
then  the  good  confcience  doth  anfwer  to  God,  in  what  he  teacheth  and  tt- 
quireth.  But  that  water-baptifm  was  commanded  b]f  Chrifi;,  is  (liU  denied 
on  our  part,-  and  unproved  on  his. 

He  faith,  A  clear  confcience  arifeth  from  a  true  conformity  to  the  law  rf. 
Cod. 

Repfyj  This  is  very  true.  But  what  is  the  law  of  God  in  the  new  cove- 
nant, but  what  he  writes  in  the  heart  ?  God  is  the  teacher  of  his  people  in 
the  new  covenant;  and  what  he  teacheth  and  requireth  of  them  by  his 
Spirit,  is  their  law.  Chrift  is  their  law^eiver,  and  he  gives  forth  his  Jaw. 
of  life,  from  his  Spirit  of  life,  to  thofe  that  wait  for  it,  Ifa.  xlii.  2.  And 
he  likewife  opens  the  fcriptures,  and  (hews  what  God  taught  and  required  of 
former  ages,  and  of  this  prefent  age.  He  fhews  what  the  (hadows  of  the 
law  were,  and  what  the  miniftration  of  the  prophets  and  John  was,  and 
what  the  miniftration  of  the  Son  is ;  who  is  faithful  in  aU  his  houie  to 
every  one  there,  as  a  Son,  to  give  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  to  them ; 
even  as  Mofes  the  fervant  was  to  give,  the  outward  law  to  thofe  of  his  houie. 
So  that  it  is  not  fufficient  to  read  a  fcripture,  or  fcriptures,  and  fay  this  was 
commanded,  and  this  was  pra&ifed  of  old  *,  but  to  wait  to  know  how  it  was 
commanded,  and  how  pra&ifed,  and  of  what  nature  it  was,  whether  of  the. 
everlafting  nature  of  the  kmgdom,  which  is  to  remain ;  or  of  an  outwanl,. 
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detnentary  nature,  which  might  be  (haken  and  pafs  away.  For  it  was  the 
will  of  God,  that  all  fuch  things  ihould  be  fhaken  and  pafs  away,  that  the 
kingdom  itfelf  ak>ne,  which  cannot  be  fhaken,  might  remain,  Heh.^xx.  27. 

Conclufion.  Oh  I  that  pe&pU  knew  and  experienced  the  baptifm  which  is  the 
fubftance^  and  then  thr^  would  not  idolize  that  baptifm^  or  outward  wafifing^ 
winch  in  its  nature  can  be  no  more  than  a  Jign^  figntfication^  or  reprefentation  of 
that  which  is  the  fubftance  I 

Anfw.  Our  baptifm,  which  is  the  gofpeUbaptifm,  being  baptized  into 
Chrift,  is  that  which  brings  us  to  the  fubftance,  Chrift  Jefus  our 
Lord,  the  fubftance  of  all  things.  So  that  figns  or  fignifications  are 
nothing  to  us,  but  Chrift  is  all  to  our  fouls. 

Repfy^  That  water-baptifm  is  the  gofpel-baptifm,  can  never  be  proved 
by  you,  it  being  neither  of  the  nature  of  the  gofpel,  nor  commanded  by 
Chrift  the  law-giver  in  the  gofpel.  And  that  this  waftiing  with  outward 
water  is  the  baptizing  into  Chrift,  is  a  very  low  and  dark  apprehenfion,  far 
from  truth,  and  the  right  underftanding  of  the  fcriptures,  and  the  experi* 
ence  of  thofe  who  are  baptized  with  Chrift's  baptifm.  And  that  which 
brings  to  Chrift,  is  the  Father,  by  his  drawings ;  not  outward  baptizing,  or 
waihtng  the  outward  man  with  outward  water  \  that  is  but  a  bodily  exercife, 
and  bodily  exercifes  profit  little,  fo  far  are  they  from  bringing  to  Chrift  the' 
fubftance.  And  as  for  what  he  faith  concerning  figns  and  fignifications ; 
oh !  that  it  were  fo  indeed,  that  they  were  nothing  to  you,  but  Chrift  were 
all  to  your  fouls !  For  if  it  were  fo  indeed,  could  ye  thus  cry  up  a  figure  or 
ihadow  of  the  gofpel-baptifm,  and  be  fo  ignorant  of  the  fubftance.  Do  the 
Jews  know  the  inward  circumcifion  ?  Or  do  ye  know  the  inward  baptifm^ 
any  more  than  the  Jews  knew  the  inward  circumcifion  ?  Read  that  fcrip* 
ture,  Rm.  ii.  28,  29.  and  the  Lord  aj^ly  it  home  to  your  fouls  \  He  is 
not  a  Jew  which  is  one  outwardly^  neither  is  that  circumcifion  which  is  outward 
in  the  flejh ;  but  he  is  a  Jew  which  is  one  inwardly^  and  circumcifion  is  that 
of  the  heart  in  the  Spirit ^^  and  not  in  the  letter^  whofe  praife  is  not  of  men^  but 
of  God.  Now  may  not  the  .Spirit  of  God  fay  in  thefe  our  days  (yea,  of  a 
truth  the  Spirit  of  our  God  doth  fay  fo,  and  many  have  heard  his  voice  fo 
fpeaking),  he  is  not  a  Chriftian  which  is  one  outwardly,  neither  is  that  gof* 
pel-bapcifm,  which  is  outward  on  the  fkfh ;  but  he  is  a  Chriftian  which  is 
one  inwardly,  and  the  gofpel-baptifm  is  that  of  the  heart  in  the  Spirit,  not 
in  the  letter,  whofe  praife  is  not  of  men,  but  of  God,  The  Jews  praifed 
the  outwardly  circumcifed,  and  ye  praife  the  outwardly  baptized  i  but  God 
praifeth  the  inwardly  circumcifed  and  walhed.  So  that  their  juftification 
and  praife  is  of  him,  and  they  matter  not  the  jufHfication  or  praUeof  man.  • 

He  adds  further.  Neither  do  we  thefe  things  but  to  obey  him  and  foUofw  his 
footfteps  that  he  went  before  us  in^  and  fo  he  is  our  leader  and  commander. 

Reply^  Every  practice  of  his  he  doth  not  lead  or  command  his  difdples 
to  follow  him  in.  He  was  circumcifed  outwardly ;  are  we  to  take  it  up 
becaufe  it  was  hiS;  fcbtltep  ?  No  more  ^re  we  to  take  up  the  outward  wafh* 
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19%  becaufe  it  w^  bk  fbotftep.    But  vre  a|e  to  (^e  up  d^^  cii 

^hkh  cuttetb  off  that  \7bich  is  evil  frocn,  us^  an4  c^ucileth  to  tbe  naU  ^ 
and  we  are  atfo  to  take  up  tha^E  baptifm  which  lA^ffardly  bapo£bdi  a^  rf- 
fe(^ually  cleanieth  from  fin.  Oh  1  how  plain  arc  thefe  things^  where  the 
eye  is  tingle,  and  the  mind  not  blinded  or  prqudked  with  it^  o.wi;i  conceiv- 
ings and  mi&ppr^henfions ! 

He  adds  yet,  ^S^  that  we  are  not  idolizing  aTty  tbingy  hut  foUenwit^g  Qm^  k 
fie  pty  be  went  before  us  in. 

Reply^  I  wi(h  from  my  heart  y^  were  not  idolizing  John's  hiiptifm,  or 
water-baptifo),  by  fecting  it  in  the  place  of  Chrift*s  bapidihi,  and  attribut- 
ing that  to  it  which  belongs,  to  Chrift's  baptifm,  and  not  to  ic.  To  affirm 
iim.  wacer-bf^ptifo)  is  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  io  Chrift,  and,  that  ftoop- 
ing  to  it  is  iiiooping  to  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  \(i  QhnQ^  and  that  the 
it^ul  cannot  be  fan(5tified  without  going  ipto  the  ovtward.water ;  for  till  then 
it;  is,  in  diibbedience,  and  charged  a^  a  traofg^icflbr ;  aod  the  iowacd  a»a 
caimot.  be  wa(hed  while  living  in  difi>bedience^  and  that  fin  is  walhed  away 
(prjt  this  outward  wat^r-baptifni,  and  that  this  takes,  off  difobedieoce,  andia 
i&;  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  io.  obedience  to  God»  and  rha(  it  kadj 
pejrfi^ns  into  Chrift^  with  more  of  this  nature  \  what  i^  this  but  the  idolizing 
^  an  outward  elementaiy  creature  and  creaturely  aftion,  and  an  under- 
valuing of  that  water  and  blood  which  alooe  can  do  this  ?  Now  to  term 
thia,  idolizing  is  no  refletfliog  on  Chrift ;  but  on  mens  error  of  judgment, 
aod  their  erroneous  pradices  which  enfue  thereupon  -,.  much  leis  is  it  blaP 
phemy^  although  Chrift  himfelf  was  a<:counted  a  blafphcmcr  fbr  teftifyii^ 
the  truth,  by  the  pro&flbrs  of  that;  ago  %  and  fuch  a  judgment  may  his  &l- 
Imwfs  meet  with  now,  from  the  profeflbrs  of  this  age. 

He  faith  further,  /  kmw  that  the  prUence  ^  aU  tbis  is  thi  haptijm  ef  iU 


Reply^  He  is.  greatly  miftaken.  It  ia  not  a  pretence^  but  a  feeling  oi  die 
baptifm  of  the  Spirit,  by  the  water  of  the  fountain  of  life  which  God 
opens  in  the  hearty  and  the  being  born  of  this  water  and  of  ^  Spirit.  By 
this  means  we  caoie  to  know  the  baptifm  which  faves,  and  the  Rant's  wa(h- 
iag  and  regenerating  us  therewith;  aod  if  we  ihduld  g^vc  the  honour  of  this 
haptifin  to  the  wa&og  of  the  body  with  outward  w^er^  we  fliould  fin 
againft  the  Lord,  and  be  un&ithful  in  the  teftimony  he  hath  given  us  tt) 
bear. 

He  faith,  ^ake  notiee  tbat  tbe  baptifm  of  tbe  Stptrit  is  apr^mife^  not  adutj. 

Repfyf  That  it  is  zpromife  is  granted ;  but  it  is  alfo  a  detty  to  recrive  the 
piooufe,  and  to  give  up  to  be  baptized  by  him.  Now  to  c^n  tbis  a  lit- 
tle;  for  I  write  in  love  and  tender  good-will^  and  in  th^t  which  opens  my 
heart.  The  Spirit  g£  the  Lord  did  ftrive  with  the  old  world.  What  dkl  lie 
ftriv€  fbr  i  Did  he*  not  (trive  to  reclaim  them  from  fm  ?  To  circumdfe 
them  i  To  wafli  them  ?  God  gave,  his  good  Spirit  to  the  Jews  to  iDSxv& 

tbxm*    To  what  end  to  iolixuS  them*  rat  that  cbejr  migbt  oicumcife  the 
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fefefldn  of  dieir  hearts,  and  be  no  more  -KS^-nt^eA ;  and  that  they  mighf 
be  ini^rdly  wa(bed  in  heart  from  their  wickednefs,  and  thetr  vain  thoughts 
might  no  longer  Mge  within  them.  So  that  the  inward  ciroimcifiph  ap4 
the  inward  baptifm  of  the  foul  and  confcience  (from  whence  is  the  anfwer 
of  a  good  confcience),  was  before  either  the  outward  circumciGon  or  out*- 
ward^afrnfiti,  and  is  the  fubllance,  whereof  the  other  were  but  figures. 
The  Spirit  was  not  only  promifed  in  the  time  of  the  gofpel,  but  was  alfo 
promiled  in  the  time  cf  the  law  (though  more  abundantly  promifed  to  be 
poured  forth  in  the  gofpel  daysX  Prcv.  i.  23.  Now  what  doth  it  do  when 
poured  forth  i  Doth  it  not  enlighten,  quicken,  lead,  touch,  wa(h,  or  fanc- 
Jtify,  mtfge'out  the  old  leaden,  and  leaven  with  the  new  leaven  c^  the 
)cingdom  ?  Here  ia  true  voderiibanding  and  true  experience.  Oh !  that  yc 
might  come  to  witnefs  and  partake  or  it !  Do  ye  defire  to  obey  ?  Oh !  tbstt 
ye  were  taught  of  God  to  luiow  Chriil,  as  the  Father  revbals  him  inwardly, 
jfid  to  deny  and  put  off  all  that  is  contrary  unto  htm,  that  ye  may  be  bap- 
tized inco  him,  and  be  foimd  in  hinv  filled .  and  cloathed  widi  his  righte- 
ous Spirit,  Ufo,  and  nature ;  in  whidi  righteous  Spirit,  life,  and  nature,  the 
true  drcumcHton  and  the  true  baptifm  is  wimefied. 

He  fiddt,  ne  prmmft  nf  iher  Spirit^  John  calls  ibt  baptifii$  ef  the  SpiriU 
Matt.  iiL  1 1^ 

Rtpfyy  Though  th&  Spirit,  when  poured  out  according  lx>  the  ptomife  of 
>the  Father,  did  baptiw  feveral  ways ;  yet  that  is  not  it  which  John  there 
calls  the  baptifm  cf  the  Spirit ;  but  the  baptifm  of  the  S^rit  is  the  inW^ 
purging  away  of  fin  and  fUth,  by  the  Spirit  and  its  fire,  or  by  the  Spirit  of 
judgment  and  burning ;  which  thofe  that  were  baptized  by  John  were 
afterwards  to  expeA  and  wait  for,  that  with  his  fan  their  floor  might  be 
purged,  their  chaff  burnt  up,  and  the  wheat  gathered  into  the  garner, 
vtr.  12.       .  . 

He  faidi  agam,  Takenotiee^  that  the  hein^  Baptized  toith  the  Spirit^  or  hav- 
ing the  Spirtty  does  not  excufe  us  of  our  ieing  baptized  in  water ^  hut  rather  fits 
us  for  it.     . 

Repfyj  If  baptifm  with  water  were  a  command  of  Chrift,  being  baptized 
with  the  Spirit,  or  having  the  Spirit,  would  not  excufe  frotn  it.  But  if 
baptizing  with  the  Spirit  be  the  goibel-baptifm,  and  that  which  was  figured 
out  or  reprefented  by  John*s  baptifm,  then  we  are  not  to  tilrft  bdck  from 
the  fubftance  to  the  figure,  or  from  Chrifl:*s  command  to  his  difciples,  to 
'  God*i  command  by  John  to  his  difciples. 

He  quotes  A8s  viii.  29.  compared  with  ver.  38,  59.    Where  (faith  he) 

we  may  fee^  that  the  Spirit  was  in  the  work  of  the  admMftration  6f  water^ 

'  baptifm^  as  it  leads  men  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel^  and  thefefihre  it  is  that  fbe 

apoffk  faitb^  that  by  one  Sjnrit  we  are  baptized  into  One  body,    i  Cor. 

xii.  13. 

Reply^  God,  from  whom  the  law  was,  and  the  prophets,  artd  Jdhft's 
preaching  and  baptifin^  did  work  in  them  aU  by  his  Spirit  \  and  John's  mi-* 

M  mm  m  a  niftration 


636     A  Reply  to  an  Anfwer  of  fome  ^tieries^  Uc. 

nillration  being  the  higbeft,  God  might  pleafe  to  work  moft  therein.  But 
chat  this  is  Chrift's  baptifni,  commanded  by  him  in  the  gofjpd,  or  dx  wa- 
ter thereof  the  water  wherewith  Chrift  waiheth  the  foul,  or  the  water  of 
regeneration  whereby  God  regenerates^  that  we  cannot  but  deny,  bring 
taught  of  God,  and  having  experience  of  the  contrary.  Yea  it  is  mani- 
feftly  but  a  {hadow  of  Chrift's  baptifm,  and  not  the  baptifm  icfelf ;  not  the 
baptifm  of  his  Spirit  and  fire,  wherewith  alone  the  foul  can  be  invaribf 
purged,  Mati.  iii.  11.  compared  with  i/'Zr.  it.  4. 

But  that  water-baptifm  leads  men  into  the  truth  of  die  goipei,  is  his 
great  niiftake.  He  had  faid  but  a  few  lines  before,  that  it  is  ^  c§ci  ad 
work  of  the  Sprit  of  God  to  lead  us  into  all  truths  of  tbe^oJpd\  let  hitn  ftick 
to  that,  and  wait  to  experience  that,  and  not  attribute  that  to  a  dead  thing, 
which  belongs  to  the  living  Spirit. 

And  whereas  he  interprcteth  that  fcripture,  i  Cor.  ziL  13.  of  outward 
vifible  baptifm  with  outward  water,  that  is  a  very  manifeft  mifapprehenfiw. 
(I  wifii  he  did  not  fo  mifunderftand  ^nd  mifinterpret  fcriptures,  fcvwancof 
the  right  key  which  opens  them).  For  all  that  are  baptized  with  outward 
water  (whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  bond  or  free),  are  not  bs^tizod  into  one 
bo4y  »  I>ut  all  that  are  inwardly  baptized  by  the  one  Spirit,  are  baptized  in- 
to the  one  body,  whereof  Chrift  is  head,  and  they  all  drink  into  one  Spirit; 
in  whiph  Spirit  they  all  have  lifis  to  aft  inr  the  body,  and  have  a  living  fcnie 
of  their  place  and  fervice  in  the  body,  which  they  who  only  arc  baptized 
•  with  water  have  not 


Thus  far  in  way  of  Reply  to  his  Anfwers  to  thofe  Queries,  which 
flow  from  me,  as  life  and  the  love  of  God  fprang  up  in  me,  without 
.  any  premeditation  at  all;  which  retain  their  truth,  evidence  and  ftrengtii, 
notwithftanding  all  that  he  hath  faid  to  invalidate  or  weaken  them. 
Now  follow  his  Queries  returned  to  confideration,  which  it  is  on  my 
heart  to  return  an  Anfwer  to,  in  the  nakednefs  and  plainnefs  of  tnith, 
as  the  Lord  hath  pleafed  to  open  and  give  me  the  knowledge  and 
experience  of  the  things  queried  of. 

Query  x.  Whether  the  baptifm  of  the  Spirit  be  not  a  promfe^  and  the  worl 
of  God  to  give  it  to  his  creatures^  and  the  baptifm  of  affliSlions  an  imputatm  6J 
wicked  men ;  and  but  one  baptifm  commanded  by  Chrifi  as  a  duty  to  fubnut  uxlffj 
if  not  water-baptifmy  what  is  it  then  ? 

Atfoo.  The  baptifm  Chrift  commands  his  difciples  to  fubmit  to,  is  his 
own  baptiiha,  the  baptifm  of  his  Spirit.  The  true  difciples  of  Chrift  are  in-^ 
w^d  Jews  and  inward  Chriftians,  and  they  arc  to  fubmit  to  the  inward  cir- 
cumcifion  and  baptifm  of  Chrift  their  Lord.  They  are  to  be  walhed  in- 
wardly with  the  water  of  that  fountain,  *  which  God  opens  to  the  houfe  of 
David,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  for  fin  and  for  uncleanneis, 

ZecL  xiii.  i.    Doth  God  fct  this  open  for  the  inward  and  fpiritual  Jews  or 

Chriftiaos? 
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Chriftians  ?  And  is  it. not  their  duty  to  be  wafhed  or  baptized  inwardly  with 
it  ?  They  are  to  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  with  fire.  Matt.  \\u 
lu  Every  diiciple.x>ught. to  wait. for,  receive,  and  experience  this  baptifnu 
Tbey  afe  to  be  waibed  .with  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning,  and  to 
Jiavc  tbeic  corrt^  blood  purged  away  thereby,  Ifa.  iv.  4.  They  are  in<* 
.wardly  to  be  bapt»ed  into  the  name  .of  the  Father^  Son,  and  Spirit,  that 
diey  may  inwardly  rife  up  in  the  newnefs  of  the  lifei  and  of  that  living 
name,  Maltt.  xxviii.  19.  Thqr  are  to  be  baptized  into  thejone  body,  which 
is  the  fpifitual  body,  aad  by  fpiritual  baptifm  is  the  ibul. baptized  into  it 
(and  not  by  that  which  is. carnal),  and  fo  to  come  to  Mount  Sion,  and  the 
heaivenly  Jeruialem,  and  enter  into  it ;  which  the  uncircumcifed  and  unclean 
'  caaoot  enter  into,  but  they  alone  that  know  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus^  and 
keep  it,  Heb.  xii.  .22.     Ifa.  liL  i.  znd  chap.  xxvi.  2, 

Query  2.  If  hu  ond  baptifm  commanded^  and  men  cannot  baptize  one,  another 
mfkbihe  Spirit y  and  it  is  Jinful  t^  t^S  ont  aMother^.svbaS  baptifm  ^is  this  one 
tapiifinf 

.  .  Jbifuh  God  made  his  apoftles  (and  makes  thofe  whom  he  makes .  mini** 
iUra  in  the go(pel)  ofaieminifters  of  the  Nenr*.Teftament,  not  of  the  letter^ 
but  .of  the  &>iri€h  ..-And  if  the  livd  ;make  them  able  minifters  in  his 
Spirit,  what  ihould  hinder  them  firoiri  mvuftering.thp  fpiritual  baptifm  ? 
The  fame  Spirit  that  teachetli  through  then^  is  it  not  able  to  baptize  thro' 
tbeift?  fn>Q  is  fi^fideiu  for  tbefe  tbings^  faith  the:.ipQftle^  2  C^r.  ii.  iG.'i 
Were  they  fufficient  to  Jteach,  but  as  God  taught: through  them  ?  And  aj:^^ 
they  not  fufficient  to  baptize,  as  God  baptizeth  through  them  ?  How  often 
liave  we  found  our  ibuls  taught  and  .baptized  by  the  water  of  life  flowing 
from  the  fpring  of  life  through  the  hcdy .  miniftry,  which  God  hath  merci^ 
fidly  railed  up,  and  maketh  uje  o^  in.thefe  our  days  ? 

Query  3.  HHbetber  it  be  not  the  work  uf  God  on  tie  inner  man^  that  bringt 
tbe  outward  man  t9  be  baptized^  ^and  obey,  the  commands  of  God  ? 

jinfw.  It  was  the:  work  o^  God  on  tbe  inner  man,  when  John's  baptifm 
was  commanded  by  God,  to  bring  men  to  John's  baptifm  \  and  it  is  tht 
work  of  God's  Spirit  in  the  heart,  which  brings  men  to  dHcern  and  fubjeA 
to  ChriiVs  baptifm ;  for  the  baptifm  of  Chrift  is  not  difcemed  by  ncian's  wif«> 
dom,  or  by  the  rcafoning  mind,  but  by  the  fenfe  of  life  in  the  heart.  -\ 

Query  4.  Whether  men  can  be  trufy  fanSHfied  by  faith  and  the  Spirit^  that 
are  difobedient  to  Godj  and  live  fof 

Anfuo.  No,  they  cannot.    But  true  obedience  requires  true  light  and  true 

underftaading;  for  all  are  not  obediennivho  judge  themfelvts  fo,  but  thofe 

whom  God  judgpth  fo.     The  inward  Jew  is  obedient  «>  the  inw^f d .  bap-^ 

'  nfin,  which  Ghrifl  hath  appointed,  and  dareth  liot  fet  up  John's,  outward  in 

its  place. 

Query  5.  Whether  the  Spirit  of  God  doth  not  diftinguifi  between  fprinkjingof 
the  Spirit  and  baptifm. 

?     ■•     *  /Infw^ 
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AmJw.  Tbey  are  both  figurative  eq}rcffiQns ;  bat  they  tanA  to»  and  end 
in,  one  and  the  fame  thing  m  Hibfiance;,  which  is  inwand  dAn(uig>  Sprmkr- 
lif^  de^n  water  ufan  tht  jbid  doiff  dfon/i  it^  Esdc.  xxrvt.  25*  And  dipping 
into,  or  being  overwhelmed  wich^  the  water  of  H&,  in  ^  poufii^  out  of 
the  Spirit  upon  the  ibul»  dodi  cleanfe.  alfo*  For  there  is  a  rirer,  die  ftreama 
whereof  do  not  pnly  rcfrefh^  but  alfo  cleanfe  and  carry  away  fin  and  6kk 
from  the  ibui,  as  with  afiood. 

I  pray  conikler  that  place,  Ifa.  zliv.  3^  4,  5.  Whea  God,  fixun  the 
fountain  of  life,  pours  XHit  water  and  floods  upon  him  that  is  a-^thirfl:^  do 
not  tfaefe  floods  and  water  wafts  him  aodnourifli  oim  aUb  i  Do  not  dbey  wafli 
sway  that  which  hinders  his  ipringing  up  and  growth  io  the  truiii  i  And  is 
not  he  hereby  h^pdztd  into  the  name  of  th^  Lord  i  God  is  the  God  of 
Jacob,  the  Hdiy  One  iof  IfraeL  And  doth  iK>t  one  that  is  walked,  feelisig 
that  carried  aw«y  by  the  floods  and  overflowings  of  the  Spirit,  iawaidly 
feel,  and  prefendy  fay  in  hid  heart,  lam  tie  LurSef  jhd  aiMber  fvnuum 
bimfelf  iy  the  name  of  Ifrael?  Now  1  am  one  of  the  feed  of  Jacob  indeed, 
and  of  God's  Ifrael,  and  that  naobe  belongs  to  m&  I  am  inwardly  walked 
iitim  my  former  wicked  and  deceitful  heart ;  that  ia.gpne,  and  a  new  heart 
and  fpirit  of  God's  cresting  and  fomung  is  witaeflfed  by  me,  and  God*s 
Spirit  teftifies  in  me,  and  to  me,  3^iuU'I  am  a»  J^radite  indetd^  m  wtom  ism 

Query  6.  jybeiier  tie  dramcifingkiiife  he  wt  the  werd  ef  Gpi^  and  dm 
fod  ebejing  af  it  Jmnat  a  fign  tbi  knife  hath  entened^  and  fytkm  piace  m  the 
fculef  manf 

Ul^.  It  is  true;  the  word  of  God,  the  quidc^  powec&l,  pkrcing  wxi 
of  lite,  the  woid  which  lives  and  abides  &»:  ever,  and  is  a  cosnmaiKlaient 
of  life  in  the  heart,  (Dent*  xxx*  11,  fio  15.  whick  is  the  commandmCDt; 
iftw,  or  word  of  the  new  covenant,  d^.  xxix.  i.  which  is  the  word  of 
faith,  which  the  apetfUes  preached,  Rm.  x.  8*)  this  word  of  God  is  the 
circumcifing  knife,  and  the:  foul  obeying  of  it  cannot  but  be  cxrcumcifed 
by  it. 

9ut  I  am  jealous  with  a  gcdly  jealoofy,  left  he  miftake  aQd<:sdl  ibapie- 
itrhat  eUe  the  word,  and  reckon  his  obedience  to  what  be  a^^irehends  £rQm 
the  letter,  to  be  obedleiice  to  the  word ;  and  if  fo  he  gresoiy  deceivea  his 
bw A  ikil.  And  I  have  gpQd  reaibn  thus  to  be  jeabus  concerning  him^  be- 
caufe  I  find  him,  in  his  anlwer  to  my  firfl  query,  terming  water-b^tiim  the 
Zaw4f  the  ^ritef  life  m  Cbn^y  which  cannot  but  he  ftrange language  to 
all  that  know  the  nature,  virtue,  Hfe,  and  power  of  the  law  of  the  Spnt 
of  fife  in  Chrift  Jefiis. 

(^ety  7.  tnetber  haptifm  doA  not  lead  mat  into  Cbr^^  as  ohedi^na  ta  the 
mind  of  God  in  Noab^s  tim^  led  him  into  the  ark^  that  we  may  he^famedij 
Chri/it  ^  iV^  was  %f  the  ^k9 

Anfitf.  It  is  the  Father,  by  his  drawings,  that  leads  men  to  Chrift,  and 
Chr^  by  his  Spirit  baptiictn  them  into  uL-nfclf.    He  conforms  thofe  to 

bimfelf 
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kiinfelf  that  come  to  hmi,  both  in  his  death  and  refurreftion,  by  the  Spirit 
aad  power  of  the  Father. 

.  Now  k  is  this  baptifm,  or  the  inward  wa(hing,  which  removeth  that 
which  deftroys ;  and  the  foul  that  is  iubjed  to  the  miniftration  of  Chriil's 
Spirit)  and  gives  up  to  be  wafhed  by  him,  is  wafhed  and  made  clean,  and 
WRiea  into  the  mimber  of  the  £ived ;  for  feeling  the  power  which  faves» 
aod  ei:p6riencing  the  virtue  and  operadon  of  it,  he  muft  needs  be  faved 
ihereby. 

Nor  was  it  obedience  in  Noah's  dme  which  led  him  into  the  ark,  but 
God's  voice  or  fpecial  command  to  him,  which  he  received  in  the  £uth  (By 
faith  he  prepared  the  ark^  Heb*  xi.  7.),  which  faith  produced  obedience ; 
lb  that  it  is  faith  in  the  mighty  power  of  God  which  favcs ;  which  power 
works  mightily  in  them  that  truly  believe,  mighdiy  circumciling,  mightily 
Jbiaptizing,  mightily  burying  with  Chrift,  burying  the  ibul  into  his  deaths 
aftd  raifing  it  up  agsun  in  the  newnefs  of  hb  life.  So  that  here  is  a  i^al 
inward  work  of  faith,  a  real  inward  appearing  and  working  of  the  power^ 
ted  a  real  obedience  to,  and  a  going  along  with  the  power  in  its  work,  in 
the  h(^y  fear  and  tremUing;  and  fo  the  feul  works  out  its  fatvation,  by  the 
power  whkh  works  in  it  i$ti>  to  vnil  and  tv  do  occarMng  to  GocPs  good  pka* 
Jurey  PhiL  ii.  12, 13.     Eph.  i.  19,  20, 

Query  8.  Wbitber  Cbri^  was  not  burUd  intbewater-baflifinf  WetbenJmng 
iapiissedy  are  we  mi  buried  with  Onrifi  by  baptifm  f 

At^.  Chrift  was  circumcifed  with  Mofes*s  circumdfion,  and  was  ^fo 
baptized  with  John's  baptifm,  which  was  a  dipping  into,  or  burying  in,  the 
water ;  yet  aotwithflanding  this,  he  hath  his  own  ^iritual  circumdfion  and 
ipiritual  bapdfm,  to  be  adminiftered  in  the  gofpeMifpenfation  unix)  his. 
And  as  all  Mofes's  difcipies  were  to  be  circumcifed  with  his  circumcifion^ 
and  all  John's  difcipies  to  be  bapdzed  with  his  baptifm  unto  repentance,  fil 
aU  Chrift's  difcipies  are  to  be  inwardly  drcumcifed  and  bapdzed  wkh  his 
ukwaid  circunDcifion  and  baptifm,  which  is  the  fubftuce  of  bodi  the  otheo 
^gures. 

Now  thofe  only  that  are  thus  circumdfed^  are  circumcifed  by  Chrift^  and 
thofe  only  that  are  thus  baptized,  are  buried  with  him  by  bi4ptiixn  into  hia 
death ;  which  muft  be,  before  they  can  truly  know  a  riling  with  hhn  in  his 
life*  May  not  a  man  or  woman  eafily,  from  an  apprehenfion  in  their  un<« 
derftanding,  go  into  the  outward  water,  and  rife  up  again  out  of  the  wateTi 
and  ytl  not  know  what  it  is  to  die  with  Chrift,  or  rife  with  Chrift  ?  But  he 
that  knoweth  the  inward  baptifm,  witnefi^th  ud  ezperienceth  thefe  thkig^ 
bang  made  a  partaker  with  Chrift,  both  in  his  death  and  refiirredbn. 

Query  9.  Whether  obedience  to  the  law  of  God  doth  not  give  a  foul  a  good 
M^aenu  in  the  J^bt  ef  God,  and  difobedience  make  the  confeienee  guUiy  f  Jnd 
whether  ever  the  fnd  eon  be  dear  efjin^  while  living  in  difobedience  to  tbi'Iaw 
of  Godf 

jKejmk 
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Anfw.  It  is  God's  fprlnkling  the  foul,  whether  with  the  water  of  bis  haiy 
fountain,  or  with  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  and  his  wafhing  them  there- 
with, which  makes  the  confcience  good,  ETiek.  xxxvi.  25.  Zed,  xiiL  i. 
Hei.  xii.  22.  (Let  it  be  confidered  ferioufly,  whether  outward  water,  or  in- 
ward, be  intended  in  that  place?  Heb.  xii.  22.  And  when  David  faid.  He 
wajhed  his  bands  in  innocency^  P&.  xxvi.  6.  whether  he  did  it  with  outwaid 
water)  ?  This  water,  this  blood,  this  fprinkling,  this  wafhing,  is  received  in 
obedience,  and  not  in  difobedience.  But  what  obedience  is  it  received  in  ? 
Is  it  received  in  obedience  to  Mofes's  drcumcifion  or  John's  baptifm  ?  Or 
in  obedience  to  Chrift's  circuoicifion  and  baptifm  ?  And  let  him,  and  all  of 
his  perfuafion,  ferioufly  weigh,  whether  ever  the  foul  can  be  dear  of  &i, 
while  living  in  ignorance  of;  or  difobedience  to,  Chrift'^  circumcilion  and 
baptifm,  whereby  abne  fin  can  be  cut  off*  from  the  heart,  and  walhed  away 
from  the  confcience  ?    . 

Query  to.  fVhetber  to  ohg.  Gdd^  bi  not  the  no&j  to  meet  mtb  Gpd^  and  ip  hi 
baptized  of  God  ? 

Jnfw.  Obedience  is  better  than  facrifice^  and  to  bearhen^  than  the  fmt  of 
rams.  And  to  obey  Chriil's  Spirit  in  the  gofpel-diljpeniation,  being  in- 
wardly circumcifed  and  waflied  by  him,  is  far  better  tlum  to  be  circumdied 
with  Mofes's  circumcifion,  or  bapdzed  with  John's  bapdfin.  The  day  is 
dawned,  and  the  fliadews  are  fled  away,  and  the  obedience  is  not  now  to 
the  ihadowy  ordiaances  of  Mofes,'  or  John  the  Baptift,  but  to  the  light  of 
the  day,  which  fliines  in  the  hearts  of  the  chiklren  of  the  new  covenant. 
And  they  only  have  the  true  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  the  true  obedience, 
who  know  the  (hinings  of  this  light,  and  walk  with  God  in  the  ihinings  thcrc^ 
of,  2  Cor.  iv.  6.     I  John  i.  7. 

Querv  1 1  •  ff^etber  man  can  idolize  God's  ordinances^  in  keepis^y  doings  ins 
in£j  and  living  up  to  them  ? 

Anfw.  They  that  fet  up  Mofes's  circumdfion,  or  John'd  bs^pdfm  for 
Chrift's  (which  are  not  outward,  as  Mofes's  and  John's,  but  inward  and 
ipiritual),  they  idolize  them,  and  are  found  guilty  of  fo  doing,  m  the  fig^c 
of  him  who  iudgeth  righteoufly.  Is  it  not  idolizing  the  (hadow  or  figure,  to 
fet  it  up  in  the  place  of  the  fubftance  ? 

Query  12.  Whether  mens  colli  Jig  the  keepingy  doing j  loving j  andpUadii^far 
God's  ordinances^  idolatry^  he  not  fomc  of  tbqfe  bard  fpeecbes  Jude  fpe^s  of? 
Jpde  XV. 

Anfw.  He  ftill  all  along  takes  the  thing  in  queftion  fer  granted.  We 
grant  that  Mofes's  drcumcifion  was  God's  ordinance,  and  that  John's  bip* 
tifm  was  God's  ordinance ;  bgt  that  either  of  thefe  is  a  gofpel-ordinance, 
that  Mofes's  circumcifion  is  the  ctrcunKiOon  of  Chrift,  or  John's  watcr-bi^* 
tifm  is  the^  baptifm  of  Chrift,  that  we  confcientioufly  and  groundedly  deny  ^ 
God*a  Spirit  in  the  Scriptures  putting  %  difference  between  them,  as  paiti- 
cularly  between  John's  baptifm  and  Chrift's,  Matt.  iii.  1 1 .  So  that  as  ho 
gready  mift^kes  thp  thing,  fQ  (through  his  miftake)  he  lanoeutaUy  wrefts 

and 
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•  and  mifappHcs  that  Fcripturc,  Jude  xsr.  And  let  him  ferioUfly  confiderwhc^ 
thef  that  fcripturc  may  not  juftly  be  applied  to  them  ?  And  whether  they 
can  poffibly  avoid  the  la(b  of  it  without  repentance,  who  deny  and  revile 
the  inward  appearance  of  Chrift,  by  the  light  of  his  Spirit,  in  the  hearts  off 
'his  in  this  our  day,  and  deny  his  inward  circamcifion  and  baptifm  to  be  the 
gofpel-ordinance  of  our  Loid  Jcfus  Chrift,  fcttmg  up  John's  water-baptifm 
*in  the  ftead  thereof. 

The  laft  Query,  IFbetber  it  he  not  invading^  and  labouring  to  make  void 
Cod's  law  and  commands^  when  men  fo'  JUgbt^  contemn^  defpife^  write j  and  do 
all  they  can  to  keep  people  from  chfing  in  with  tbenf^  and  make  then  afraid  of  them 
iy  their  writing  and  preacbtng^  as  jome  do  ? 

Anfw.  This  Query  impUes  a  very  deep  wrong  charge  againfl:  the  children 
and  fervants  of  God,  for  their  obedience  to  GodS  Spirit.  Oh !  how  will  he 
^anfwer  this  to  God !  Becaufe  we  own  Chrift's  baptifm,  with  the  Holy  Ghoft 
•and  fire,  and  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  with  the  water 
of  the  fountain  which  God  opens  for  fin  and  foruncleannefs>  and  give  tcfti- 
mony  thereto  in  the  requirings  of  God*s  Spirit,  having  learnt  it  of  him,  and 
experienced  it  fi'om  him,  and  having  a  neceflity  upon  us  in  his  name  and 
authority  (many  times)  to  teftify,  That  this  is  the  golpel- baptifm  of  Chrift 
^our  Lord,  and  that  John's  water-baptifm  is  not  the  gofpel-baptifm,  but  only 
a  figure,  reprefentation,  or  fliadow  thereof;  therefore  this  man  chargeth  us 
with  invading^  and  labouring  to  make  voidGod^s  law  and  commands^  withjligbt" 
ing^  conteinning^  de^Jing^  &c.  Are  not  thefe  hard  words,  and  a  very  unjuft 
accufation  againft  God's  chofen  mefiengers  and  fervants,  and  any  whom  he 
•pleafech  to  make  ufe  of  in  this  teftimony  ?  But  the  truth  is,  thefe  hard 
words  are  not  fb  much  againft  us,  as  againft  him  that  fends  us  with  this 
teftimony,  and  is  no  lefs  than  a  fighting  againft  him,  who  will  be  too  hard 
for  you  all,  and  will  gather  people  more  and  more  from  the  outward  water^ 
baptifm  of  John,  to  the  inward  baptifm  by  his  holy  Spirit  and  fire,  which 
happy  are  they  that  know  and  are  baptized  with. 

He  faith  at  the  dole,  I  have  no  end  in  thisy  but  GofsgUnj. 

Anfw.  But  he  greatly  miftakes  the  way  to  glorify  Gcxl ;  for  to  fet  up  the 
fliadow  of  a  thing,  inftead  of  the  thing  itfelf,  is  not  the  way  to  glorify 
Chrift,  or  the  gofpel-difpenfarion.  For  Chrift  is  the  Son,  who  doth  not 
come  forth  with  Mofcs*s  circumcifion,  or  John's  bapriftn  (who  were  both 
fervants),  but  with  the  Spirit  and  power  of  his  Father,  wherewith  he  cir^ 
cumcifeth  and  baptizeth  inwardly  and  fpiricually.  And  to  fet  up  that  which 
is  outward  in  the  ftead  of  this,  is  both  to  diflionour  the  Father  and  the  Son.  * 

The     C  O  N  C  L  U  S  I  O  N. 

NOW,  for  a  clofe,  I  (hall open  a  little  of  the  myftery  of  Christ,  and 
of  his  enlightening)  quickening,  drcumcifing,  and  baptizing,  froni 
lome  icriptures,  as  the  Lord  hath  plcafed  to  open  them  in  me  and  to  me,' 
'^nd  ^ve  me  the  inward  fenfe  and  experience  of  them. 

Vol.  II>  Nnnn  Jolm 


^49  ^  C^nchJ^ 

Jcbn  I  t.  and  3.  fbe  vfflfi  v^  i^tk  i^m¥gf  iM(b ermHd lM dmi^i 
9nd  this  woicd  is  a}^Q  the  hegifi^g  of  the  Creation  of  God  ui^  du)  hearc 
/»  tkis  word "^s  Ufe,^  wd tht  Itfc  was  ib^  li^bt  of  mi^\  tmd  tUs  ^gfH,  ^9bUb 
is  life  it$  (be  w^d^  Jbmtb  in  wns  darkmfL  ^rhich  ei^ifirhteaeth  (hem  th^tt  ^- 
lieye  in  it»  and  th^  life  thereof  qHickenem  and  giyoth  life  IR  t}ieq^  Kbnt  hapr 
its  voice,  and  believe  in  it ;  and  both  the  light  amd  life,  or  the  irard  bf  its 
light  and  life,  circumcifeth  and  bapdzeth.  Doth  not  tt^  pure  ^ght  cue  og^, 
chafe  away,  waih  a,w^  darkneft  (^hereifi  9)1  ^n  9^4  Mocleaoneis  is  opfigiR- 
trended)  from  the  heap:  ?  Doth  not  th^  pwc  WQtd  of  p^  rccqve4  »  d^ 
faith,  purify  the  heart  ? 

Queit.  £»/  z£;i&^^  iV  Ms  word  ?  Or  batp  fiatt  ^m(f»  comfi  of  tkis  m^rd^  or 
h^ar  its  voice  or  (ommandtK^ns^  in  theohedienciwb^reofbe  is  nfHgbtmcd^  fuiden* 
^dy  circumcifid^  and  baptized? 

jhfw.  It  is  not  far  qIS\  It  is  f^igk  fbe^  l^iith  Mofes.  Tbo^  nce4i/^  «^  g^ 
$(p  to  beaven  for  1/,  or  down  to  the  deepy  &c.  For  God^  in  his  love  to  mai^ 
h^th  plaped  it  nigher^  even  in  ma^'^  mpyth  and  hf^art,  that  he  might  hes^ 
it  and  dp  it,  Des^.  xspc  and  JRjom..  x*  And  he  that  indoles  his  ear  10  this 
m>y^y  IVt^ts  apd  Qb^y$  it^  lives.,,  And  as  it  is  thp  word  of  tl^  new  cove* 
nant  (in  which  is  the  lights  ^nd  li&  of  the  new  covenant),  ^q  it  brings  him 
iqto  the  new  covenant,  Qt  in.^qs.aa  ev^rh^ing  covenant  with  him^  cve& 
the.  fi?:c  m^rpies  of  Pa^id^  Ijk>>  iy#  .3. . 
.  Another  fcriptw^  i<,  i  jfo^l  i«.  where  he  fpeaks  of  the  fame  vord^  of 
the  famejU&»  and  of  t\k^  (^ff^isUgkh  wherewith  men  are  enllg^teq^  amd 
wherein  they  are  to  wai^lc,  ^r«  7.  That  which  is  declared  of,  that  which  is 
^o  be  teftified  of  by  the  gi:^pelrn!)iaifters,  is.  the  word,  the  life,  the  li^c 
This  is  the  mefiage  thrift  g^ve .  his  apoftli^s  to  pre^h^  SHba/  G^is  H^Jbf^ 
vii^.  5.  What  is  the  intent^  this peil^ge,  b^t  tb^t  mn  ttf^i  Ifesmrmed 
from  darkmfs  to  this,  Ugbt^  A<fU  ^^^^i*  ^  S.  And  then  the  Ijght  enlightens 
l^heni,  and  they  (bon  come  to  feel  life,  and  the  word,  from  which  the  life 
comes.  And  fo  they  that  truly  rece^ive  fhc  tef^impny  of  the  light  (which  is 
the  gofpel-mefliiige,  ver.  5.)  they  foon  9pme  to  the  manifeftationof  the  life 
(or  of  hin>  who  is  the  Ijfe)  in  their  own  hearts,  and  fo  into  fellow(hq>  with 
them  that  are  in  the  light,  and  with  the  Father,  and  his  Son  Jefus  Chr^  aUcx 

A  third  Scripture  is,  2  Cor^.  iv*  6«  which  Ihews  die  way  of  enUghcening 
f  he  mind,  which  is  by  God's  caufing  the  light  of  life  to  (hine  in  the  heart ; 
which  being  believed  in,  gives  the  hiowle^e  of  the  gkry  tf  Ga4  in  tbt  face 
9f  J^I^^  Chrift.  God  is  a  Spirit  •,  the  knowledge  of  him  is  ipiritual,  ^vcp 
and  received  in  the  fhinings  of  his  light  in  the  heart. 

Thus  we  receive  the  beginnings  of  our  fpiritual  knowledge,  and  thus  we 
receive  the  increafe  thereof  day  by  day.  In  his  light  (in  the  ihinings  of  his 
light  in  our  hearts)  we  fee  light  at  firft,  and  in  the  further  Ihinings  thereof 
we  fee  more  and  more  light. 

The  laft  place  I  fhall  mendon,  is  Mat.  xiiL  31.  Thekingdgm  i£  Gqi 
was  that  which  Chrift  much  preached,  and  here  he  pteach^Bi  it  as  a  fui 


/Mm mil^  IMMT,  VMi'diM  «  ♦eff  fictie  M«.  K«w  cofifid^r  If  ihU  be  not 
the  ^mfA  ^  OodI  in  a  "fettl,  t^brfft  In  4  fa^y  life  in  d  feed,  light  in  a  fefsdy 
Gdd'is  f^ied,  (kisfiedremaif$Hbin  bim^  I  j^htl  iii.  9.)  Now  this  feed^  a»  it 
gr^y^  in  the  )i«a!t,~  grows  in  its  ownlife,  light,  nature^  Spirit,  power,  &fr; 
and  puts  all  ^ktft  forth  in  the  hiratt  in  i^hich  it  grows,  againft  tin,  and  to- 
i/^id6  iigteeMfne&i  Yea^  the  judgment  of  God  is  rtveaded  in  the  fpiritual 
lights  life,  and  pow^  cf  thi6  word  agakift  fin,  and  for  rishteoufnefs ;  and . 
06d^  Sibft,  Godti  lhwaM}«  i^ir^a}  SloU  (or  Iii6  people  and  children),  is  Re- 
deemed by  the  judgment  and  righteouftiefs  which  is  revealed  from  and  in 
this  word  in  the  hetirt.  And  this  word  is  io  powerful  againft  (in,  that  it 
de^h  net  ^y  't\it  ft  off^  Uid  walh  it  away  irom  the  mind  and  confcience, 
and  4b  miki  them  elein,  b^t  it  alfe  kee^  the  mtnd^  in  which  it  remains 
(as  it  is  i*eg3rd6d  and  hteHceAed  tO^  from  joining  to  (in  any  more )  and  if 
(ki  eahii6t  1^  joihed  to,  k  ^ia  fldthtir  be  conceiftd  nor  brought  £»th^ 
J  John  iii.  ^.    Jmnes  iii.  15. 

ObjeA.  But  iy  ibisMlti^y  &r  escperien^e  {as  thm  adUft  if)^  Cbr^  inti^ 
dHMatd^appegtMc^y  bii  fikHfiee  4Aid  hldod^  a$  attb  the  fmptntes^  ^orith  theiM^ 
bertaihm  M^  ebthmnds  iiitr^i  int  aM  laid  Hfftsfjid^  and  made  imd^  and  bff» 
ufe  or  efftSy  ^Ui^ng  attfUmM-Hf  tUs  ixHf^^  Itfhy  andtigbi  voi^in. 

Atrfw.  No^  in  Tt^hTtiSti  tliis  wwd'#itftfh,  With  the  life-  ahd  fight  thbfe*. 
of,  doth  iiot  make  void  any  ibrmer  apfkrartoCe'  or  minifba^tidn  of  CjoA,  btic 
rather  cfftatMhes  ijiefti,  by-owning  trntn  in  thek  proper  ()hce,  u(^,  and  fer* 
viBe.  For  hfe  that  truly  th^s  this  worti,  lights  life,  Spiriti  power^  €^.  hi 
his  OWIt  lic^ft,  Wx9t  tffo  oWh  it  ih4%^  hearts  «f  othet^s,  iki  Mofes^  ih  tH(^ 
pfOphets,  in  jfohb,  and  in  led  fWnefs  in  GliHfl:  inthe  flefii;  and  Aie^htue  df 
dl  it  ^d  in  Chrift,  and  bf  Chrift  ^  Ae  ii^,  towards  the  felvation  xg 
mankind,  Whidi  Ms  db^fi^hte,  atid  tHe'(hedding  Of  hii»  Uood,  Was  %y  dii^ 
Father  itlade  abM<ltt9y  requifite  uhto.  And  the  fcripltures,  irhe  inftrOdfion^, 
reproofe,  Mhortations,  cdmmktnds  ^hetiBof,  t^e.  in  me  hmd  of  &e  S^rit^ 
are  very  ttfeful  to  thia  ^a^ ;  and  fte  Minings  of  ChriH,.  and  the  quidc^i^n* 
ihgs  of  hb  Kfb  are  felt  in  them,  when  the  Ix>rd  managbth  them  tmto  tH^ 
ibul  for  good.  7)ia,'thb'wohbthatC9iriftrpoke  in  the  days  of  his  Mh; 
are  Spirit  s^nd  lift  to  -Aft  day,  .when  be  ipe^^  them^  in  the  heait.  But  2he)f 
are  not  Ufe,  as  men  i^p^heKd,  undtrftand,  or  ipedc  them  ttf  themfekes^ 
but  father  death,  as  -fo  made  trie  of. 

And  thofe  that  thus  only  learn  the  words,  or  ptUBSSt  thb  WbMs,-  tlrt^ 
do  not  learn  aright,  or  pradife  aright ;  they  do  not  know  Chrift  aright, 
they  do  not  believe  aright,  or  repent  aright ;  they  cannot  know  Chrift  as 
he  is  the  word  of  life  in  the  heart,  nor  hear  him,  nor  obey  him,  nor  be 
circumcifed  or  baptized  by  him ;  but  are  drowned  in  literal  apprehenfions 
and  conceptk>ns  of  their  own,  beneath  him  who  b  the  life. 

Thus  the  Jews,  in  their  day,  waited  for  the  Mefliah,  and  fpake  great 
things  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Mefliah,  but  knew  neither  him  nor  his  king- 
dott>  Wh^  tic  fl^^pcared  and  preached  it.    So  likewife)  many  now  fpeak 

N  n  n  n  2  great 


644*  ^^  Cmdujkn^: 

^oeit  things  of  Chrift  being  cpme,  and  of  his^  ob^ittiQes  ticatfi  ttS/smc^ 
tiooy  afcenfion,  &f^.  and  yet  know  not  him,  his  voice» ,  his  appearance  in 
their  own  hearts,  or  in  the  hearts  of  others  \  but  think  'in  their  .<>b6dknce 
to  what  they  apprehend  from  the  icriptures  to  hayc  eternal  life^  whM 
Grangers  to  the  living  principle  of  truth,  whereby  he  g^ves  eternal  life  to 
his  (heep  thai  bear  his  vcice^  and  follow  ihe  Lamb  of  God  wberefoever  be 
^es^  and  leads  abng  his  (heep  with  him,  John  x.  27,  28* 

H^  that  wQuId  know  God  aad  Chnft  to  (alvation^  muft  koow  diem  in 
that  myftery  of  light  and  life,  i^herein  and  whereby  they  fave  and  deliver 
from  the  myllery  of  fin  and  deaths  for  there  is  the.myftery  of  God,  the 
myftery  of  the  Father,  the  myftery  of  Chrift,  the  myftery  <rf  the  gofpel, 
the  revelation  of  j:he  myftery,  :the  preaching  of  the  myftery,  the  myftery 
of  the  kingdom,  of  God,  the.  fpeaking  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  mj^ery, 
tbjc  riches  of  the^lory  of  the  myfl;ery,  the  acknowledgment  of  the  myftery, 
the  feilowlhip  of  die  myftery,  and  the  myftery  of  the  faith  held  in  a  pure 
con^ence.  The  true  ^ninifters  of  Chrift  are  ftc wards  of  the  myfteries  of 
God  They  have  the  treafvjre  of  Kfe  in  their  earthen  yeftels,  an4  are  to 
give  forth  frpm  that  treafure  to  thoie  they  minifter  to,  and  bring  them  to 
the  diicerning  «and  partaking, of  the>fame  treafure  in  themfelves. 

.  Oh  !  CQ^fidet !  confider !  jill  y?.  p^pfe/Ibrs  of  Chri^  and  of  the  Chriftian 
religion  I  There .i^  a  ipyfteripus  power,  that  begets,  a  myfterimis  womb  that 
<;onf:eivi;s  ,and  brint^  ibrth,  a  myfterious  birth  ^t  is  begotten  and  brought 
4>rtiv.  whichi  hungers  after  the  myftery,  and  is  fed  with  the  knovffledg<e,  Ufe» 
and  virtue  of  p^e., myftery.  Th^  birth  which  is  of  a. nature  below  this, 
or  feeds  on  a  knowledge  below  thj;^  and  hath  a  £uth  and  hope  beneath  the 
n^ijti^eof  the  faith  and  iiope  whkh ; God  ^ives  to  this  birth,  is.byt  the 
child  or  birth'  of  the  bond- woman,,  which  is  not  to  inherit  with  I&^  the 
true  heir;  but  all  fuch  kind  of  children  of  the  kingdom  muft  be  cad  out, 
with  the  bond-woman  their  niother,  Mali.  viiL  ^i*  GaL  iv«.*30. 
. .  The  tMrth  of  the  Father's  Spirit  and  power,  U  o^y  the  true  iaward  Jew 
or  Chriftian,  to  which  the  promiies,  the  kingdoni,  and  everlafting  falvation 
belongs;  and  all.elfe  are  but  pretenders  to  be  what  they  are  not;  who 
i^Eker  all  the  £res.  of  .theit  own  kindlings  and  fparks  wherewith  xhey  compals 
theokfelvcs  about,  will  at  laft  lie  ddwp  in  forrow.  from  the  hand  of  theXxmL 
i6hl  that  none  might  be  deceived  by  the  enemy  of  their  ibul^  about  mat- 
tecs  x>f  fo  great  concern !  .      , 


*  Ejghteentlx  of  the  ^th 
Month,  1679. 
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EPISTLES  to  FRIENDS. 


E  P  I  S  T  L  E     L 

To  Friends  in  and  about  the  Two  Chalfonts. 

,    •     •  •  -  »  • 

■•  at  •  • 

Dba&  Friends^  ... 

YE  have  a  deep  place  in  my  heart,  and  my  cries  are  to  the  Lord  fbr. 
you,  diat  ye  tnay  live  to  him,  and  lind  his  life  fpringing  up  and 
abounding  in  you.  What  is  it  to  have  a  di&in£t  name,  or  di^dk- 
meetings  from  the  world,  unlefs  the  power  of  the  Lord  be  felt  in  jyour* 
hearts,  and  his  prefence  in  your  aflemblies  ?  Oh !  that  the  Lord  would 
awaken  you !  Qhf  that  tt)e  Lord  would  quicken  you !  Oh  1  that  it.woiM 
pleafe  the  Lord  to  raife  up  a  Aridt  watch  in  you,  againft  all  drowfinefs,  and 
careleflhefs,  and  teniptations,  and  fnares  of  the  enemy,  that  ye  may  travel 
an  your  journey,  with  ;your  backs  upon  the  world,  and  your  faces  towards 
5ion ;  never  looking  back  xq  the  fleflily  nature,  defires,  or  lufts,  to  enter- 
jtain  any  thing  of  that  any  more,  which  ye  have  parted  with  in  the  demon- 
ilrations  and  leading  of  life,  but  ftill  preffing  on  further  and  further,  till 
ye  come  to  apprehend  and  be  poflefled  of  that,  for  whkrh  ye  have  been 
apprehended  by  God,  and  drawn  in  fome.meafure  towards*    . 

O  my  friends !  There  is  a  path  of  life  in  which  ye  muft  travel,  •  even  to 
the -very  end  of  it,  or  the  crown  of  life  is  not  to  be  received!  'Oh!^  that 
ye  might  travel  oni  Oh !  that  nothing  might  ftop  you  !  Oh !  that  ye  might 
every  day  wait  for  and  feel  the  leader,  and  walk  on  with  him  in  the  fitnpli- 
city,  uprightnefs,  and  fenfe  of  his  life,  oiM:  of  the  reach  of  that  wifdom, 
which  is  ever  and  anon  forming  reafonings  in  the  heart  againft  it,  and 
ftriving  to  darken,  and  make  the  plwi  way  of  God  intricate  to  the  foul ! 

My  life  often  reacheth  to  you,  my  foul  exceedingly  lorigeth  after  you ! 

And  in  the  flirrings  of  the  fame  life  be  ye  alfo  helpful  to  me,  cryirig  to 

the  Lord  fbr  me,  that  I  may  abide  wkh  him,  feel  hw  prefcrvationi  and 

dwejl  in  that  which  he  hath  chofen  to  appear.to  and  refrefh  the  foul  in,  that 

1  may  be  acceptable  to  himj  and  further  helpful  to  you,  in  the  feafon  of  the 

fiirrings 


^46  Epiflks  i&  Friends. 

ftirrings  of  his  precious  and  powerful  life  in  my  heart  The  Lord  God  of 
iner<;y  watch  over  you,  pruning  and  keeping  down  all  the  earthUneis  and 
coiroption  in  any  of  you,  and  watering  and  chcriftiing  his  own  plant  in  yoa 
aUy  that  ye  may  daily  wUnels  the  dying  and  deatafe  of  the  xme^  and  the 
quickening  and  growth  of  the  other,  even  till  death  be  perfcdtly  confumed 
and  fwallowed  up  by  the  growth,  power,  and  prefence  of  die  immortal  li£: 
in  you,  and  your  iouls  fafe  and  happy  in  your  God. 

And  fo  to  the  tender  mercies  and  care  of  the  Lord  do  I  give  yoa  all  o^ 
breatheing  for  you  (as  for  my  own  foul)  that  ye  may  be  perfedly  the  Lord*S| 
gerfedly  given  unto  him,  perfedly  waiting  upon  him,  and  daily  receiving 
mto  your  precious  veilels  the  precious  living  teftimonies  of  his  love  and  ac- 
ceptance, and  his  fw^et  heavenly  dews,  which  will  exceedingly  refrelh  and 
make  your  hearts  glad,  as  he  caufeth  them  to  deicend  and  light  upon  you. 
So  that  which  is  c^God  in  your  hearts  every  day,  wait  to  feel  God  breathe- 
ing  upen,  that  it  inay  aptn  unto  lum,  redeive  ftiiength  from  him,  and  ye 
in  it  be  more  and  more  gathered  and  united  to  the  Lord,  even  till  ye 
wholly  become  one  nature,  mind,  and  fpirit  with  him ;  and  then  ye  will 
fee  the  end  of  your  travels,  and  (it  down  in  his  joy,  and  peace,  and  pure 
rtft,  AtHn  ail  labpurin^  after  6fe,  and  idl  forrowd  for  t!he  wftnt  and  abience 
df  it,  and  all  fears  of  lofing  or  being  feparated  frtfm  it ;  being  eftablifbed 
in  the  power  which  is  over .  tSIj  ahd  whidi  prefervf^th  all  thiit  tf e  encom- 
pstfied  with  it,  and  eftabltihed  in  it,  for  ever  and  ever. 

Your  fnetid  ahd  brochcfr,  in  ^le 

meek  inhoceht  nature  <dF  the 

Lamb,  and  in  the  beget- 

idng  df  Che  royal  hea^ 

venly  fife, 

I.  P^ 


Ifrbm  my  ptefent  place  VGonfinemdat 
in  AUsDiiiy,  acc6i|liiig  to  the  wiU  of 
God;  whoisbkfibd^aiidtobe  bleSed 
In  all  that  he  doth,  or  fu^ereth  to  b^ 
done :  zzd  of  the  3d  month  t666u 


Oh !  my  friends  I  prize  the  rich  tiender  mercy  of  the  Lor^  in  calling 
you  out  of  this  world,  towards  his  everlafting  inheritance  and  ibllne6 
of  life !  And  let  not  any  thing  of  this  world  ceme  between  him  and 
you'*,  but  let  all  that  is  of  this  Worldly  nature,  both  within  and  with- 
out, be  trampled  upon  bv  you,  and  tne  price  of  the  high  calling  of 
our  Ood  in  Cnrift  Jefus,  be  £uthfully  and  earneftlv  purfued  after  -,  that 
hone  fail  fhort  of  the  hope  and  g^ory^fet  before  him,  but  that  every 
one  rpay  fo  run,  as  ceruinly  to  obtain  and  enjoy  for  ever»  even  the 
dominbn  aad  rqgn  of  .God  over  all  that  is  contrary  to  him,  aixl  the 
'^tttng  down  in  me  reft,  joy,  fuid  peace  of  his  nature  for  evermoit. 

E1»ISTLE 


S/fifil»t  H  fMetuk.  «47 


»     ♦ 


EPISTLE    IL 
To  Friends  in  Truth,  in  and  about  the  Two  Chalfonts. 

OH  f  let  every  foul  wait  to  ftel  the  pure  life  of  God;  that  in  that  we 
may  wrcftle  with  pur  tender  Fadier,  for  the  opening  the  depth  of 
his  bowels  and  tender  mercy,  that  that  may  be  brought  forth  in  every  velTel, 
and  in  the  whole  body,  which  may  make  the  glory  of  his  name  (bine,  and 
may  fill  the  vefiels  of  his  choice  with  the  joy  and  plealure  of  his  falvation  I 
Oh !  that  the  pure  meafure  of  his  life  might  be  awakened  and  raifed  iti 
your  afiemblies  together,  that  ye  might  feel  the  pure  fountain,  the  ^rings 
opening  in  you,  the  ftreams  running  through  you,  and  every  foul  refrdhea, 
filled,  and  latisfied ;  that  ye  might  go  away  blefling  his  name,  who  hath 
taught  you  and  given  you  hearts  to  wait  upon  him,  and  who  flieweth  you 
mercy,  and  giveth  you  acceptance  in  vour  waitings ! 

And,  dear  friends  I  watch,  that  life  may  be  afways  freih  and  favoury  in 
you,  to  the  feafbning  of  all  your  thoughts,  words,  converfations,  and  ac- 
tions, that  ye  may  feel  the  name  of  God  written  upon  you,  and  his  preci- 
ous prefence  in  you,  and  with  you.  ^ 

And  in  this  freflinefs  remember  me,  to  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  to  ie« 
member  and  breathe  for  you,  who  am  a  priibner,  and  have  luffered  man^ 
afll!6tions,  becaufe  that  of  God  which  is  In  me  cannot  bow  to  that  whi« 
is  of  man. 

Eroa  Aylesbnrjr  prifen»  tlie  23d  of 
tlie  Sixtk  momh,  1666. 

LP. 


EPISTLE    IIL 

To  diligent  and  faithful  Friends^  in  and  about  the 

,       Two  Chalfonts* 

O  tender  and  dearly-beloved  friends, 

MY  fpirit  is  at  this  time  touched  with  the  (cnfe  of  die  great  good* 
nels  and  mercy  of  the  Lord,  inlbmuch  as  I  feel  breakings  forth 
thtt^in,  and  repeating  there  over  and  over  agaii).  Oh  I  what  hath  the  Lord 

<ioiie  for  us,  what  hadi  the  Lord  done  for  us  ?  For  be  hadi  not  only  given 

us 


^4*  ^Epifiki  ih  Wrtendt. 

tis  a  fenfe  and  tafte  of  the  precious  promifes  in  the  icripture,  but  hsA  iSh 
fed  us  in  the  waj  of  the  fulfilling  of  them.  He  hath  manifefiicd  that  xx> 
us,  wherein  not  only  the  promife  is  made,  but  whereto  alfo  the  promife  i» 
fulfilled.  WWchof  you>  that  is  open  and  frcfh,  doth  not  know  the  feed 
of  life,  the  living  principle,  tlie  light  eternal,  which  leads  out  of  death  and 
.darknefs,  into  the  land  of.  the  Kving,  the  hol^  land,;  wherein  dwells  pease 
and  righteoufnefs,  the  land  which  flows  with  milk  and  honey,  wherein  are 
the  vineyards  which  ye  planted  not,  and  the  houles  that  ye  built  not>  where- 
-  in  the  true  vine  grows,  and  its  branches  {hoot  forth  and  bear  the  rigfait 
'grapes  ?  Oh  I  my  friends,  do  ye  not  know  the  Father  which  begat  you, 
and  the  Son  in  whofe  image  he  hath  begotten  you,  and  his  Spirit,  which  is 
the  breath,  ftrength,  and  power  of  your  life  ?  How  hath  the  Lord  God 
advanced  you,  a  poor,  afflifted,  defpifed,  perfecuted  remnant,  above  all  kin- 
dreds, families,  and  profeflions  of  the  earth  I  How  nigh  is  the  Lord  your 
God  unto  you  ?  Doth  he  not  tabernacle  and  dwell  in  you  ?  Do  ye  not  feel 
him  walking  up  and  down,  and  taking  delight  in  ^our  fpirits,  who  are  iepa- 
rated  from  the  unclean  thing,  and  to  whom  fubjedion  to  him  is  become 
pleaiant  and  natural.  Oh  !  the  Lord  God  give  his  people  a  fenfe  what  he 
is  unto  them  in  this  day,  and  lead  them  along  into  their  feveral  pofSef&ons 
and  inheritances,  that  they  may  (it  down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob, 
each  in  his.  portion  in  the  holy  land,  and  in  the  heavenly  dwelling-places 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  wKich  the  fouls  of  thofe  that  are  redeemed  by  him  are  ac- 
quainted with  and  fit  in. 

.  It  is  on  my  heart  to  inftance  in  fome  things  a  litde  more  particularly, 
that  the  fenfe  and  remembrance  of  God*s  goodnefs  to  you  herein,  may  come 
the  nearer  and  clofer  to  your  fpirits. 

Firft^  Have  ye  not  had  experience  of  the  Lord's  love  and  faithfulnefs  in 
manifefting  his  name  unto  you,  which  ye  have  in  fome  meafure  known,. as 
pure,  precious,  and  excellent,,  as  a  ftrong  tower  in  cafe  of  danger  and  aflaults 
from  the  enemy  ^  And  hath  not  the  Lord  taught  you,  by  a  fecret  inftind 
of  his  Spirit  and  life  in  you,  to  retire  and  hide  yourlclves  in  thb  tower, 
from  the  violence  and  fury  of  the  enemy  }  And  have  ye  not  alwaya  found 
relief,  fafety,  and  proteftion  therein  \  Indeed,  when  ye  have  gone  out  into 
your  own  thoughts,  and  confulted  with  the  realbns»of  the  flefhly  mind,  their 
ye  have  met  with  a  woXind  and  a  hurt,  and  have  lain  open  to  the  ftroke 
of  the;  betrayir  and  devourer ;  but  the  name  of  the  Lord  hath  never  deceiv- 
ed or  diiappointed  any  of  you  that  have  trufted  in  it,  relying  upon  his 
kindnefs,  tendernefs,  mercy,  love  and  faithfulnefs  therein. 

Secondly^  Hath  not  the  Lord  given  you  a  proportion  of  the  pure  heavenly 
patience,  even  of  the  Lamb's  meeknefs  and  patience,  and  alfo  given  you  to 
^oflcfs  your  fouls  therein,  wherein  hath  been  felt  a  true  meafute  of  reft  and 
.peace  with  him,  in  the  midft  of  all  the  diflurbaoces,  fcars^  and  troubles, 
both  within  and  without  \  And  hath  not  this  been  an  help  and  fuccour  to 
you,  even  in  the  time  <rf!,  his  judgments,  wherein  ye  have  been  enabled  to 

wail 


'Mpifiie^  to  friends.  ^\^ 

wait  and  lieftill,  un^I  the  Intonation  ^wasover-^aft,  and  the  mercy  fprang 

-afrdh?  '  '.  *  '    • 

ffiWr^/|r,  Hath  not  God-manifi^qd  to:y©u  the  place  of  his-worfliip,  even 
fo  that  •ye-kriow^  and  have  often  experienced  it  to  be  in  his  name.  Spirit, 
truth,  and  power  ?  Ajid  hath  he  not  prepared  for  you,  and  igiven  to  you, 
the  pure  offering  and  facrifide^  and  accepted  it^ai  your  hands  ?  And  have 
•ye  not  often,  yea,  may  I  not  lay  alwiys^  felt  his  prefence  meetingthere, 
and  the  refrelhments  which  come:from  his  prefence  in  this  day  of  his- mercy, 
and  of  his  cender  viliting  and tefreftiing  his  feed? 

Fourthly^  Hacve.ye  not  felt  the  word  of  his  power  fliaking  the  mountains, 
breakingthe  rocks,  and  making  the  dark  hard  part  in  you,  and  the  ene^ 
my  of  your  fouls,  to  tremWeat  the  fot>nd/of  his  voice  ?  Yea,  hafve  ye  not 
found  thereby  thfe  ftony  heart  in  -a  great  meafure  takeYi  out  \£  you,  and  a 
tender  heart,  an  heart  jike  flefti,  given  you inftead thereof,  whichhath  melted 
and  bowed  before  the  Lord,  and  tenderly  received  the  impreflions  of  his  S|)irit^ 

Fifthly^  Wave  ye  ndt  fotftid  the  laws  of  life,  the  laivs  of  the  new  cove- 
nant written  by  thefirtgcrofGod*s  Spirit  irf  this*  new  Heart,  fo  that  ^e  eould 
read  the  will  and  rcquirings  of  your  God,  b^  the -fight  of  hi^  Spirit,  ih  the 

inner  man?  ^  •  *  ^  ,    •    /    ^      • 

.  Sixthly^  Hatk  ttot  he  alfo  put  his  Spirit  withift  you,  that'ye  ''haVenotionljr 
•  read  the  law.wricrea,  but  have  alio  found  a  d^lighr(lnd  ability  Wo  in  hxn^ 
to  do  his  will  ?  For  the  Lord  hath  not  left'  yt)\|  lo  do  what>fee  inquires,  ac- 
cording to  the  old  cbveftaht;  bur  hfe  hinafelf*  woricetb  in  yiu'both  to  will 
and  to  do  what' is  a^ceptaUe  to  Him  of  his  o^i^n  good  ^jdeaflire.  .     ^    • 

Seventhly y  Ha^c  yef  not  fourtd  -his  fear  put  ifito  your  hearts,  ^ven  a  feai* 
hvhich  no  precebis  of  men  can  teftch^  fi6ir  ye  -can  hyno  means*  attain  to, 
'but  as  he pleafewto  give  it  you?  And  dcrth  not  this  fear  'make^ybuy^ie in 
hirin  to  depart*  from  *vil?.«Dpth  it  not  deanfe  out  the  evil?  Doth  it  not 
keep  out  the  evil  i  Did  ye  nocliAd  this  viitue'  ih  it  at  the  very  fird:,  and  do 
yc  notftillfindit  to  this  very  day  ?  *     ',  .::,'; 

-      Eightbh^  Do  ye  not  find  the  blotting  out  of  iniquity,  arid  the  not  remem- 
bering of  ycMtfr  frn^  by  the  Ltird?  Ah  !  how  hath  the  Lord  forgiven  you  ? 
'How  doth  the  JLord  pity  y5o  ?  -  How  doth  he  bear  with  yon  ?  Do  ye  not 
^Icnow  the  pfeice  and  ftate  wherein  mercy,  pleafeth  him,  and  where  he  is 
never  weary  of  fferdoning,  blbtrirtg- but?,  artclt forgiving-?  Do  ye  not  feel  the 
•fprinkling  of-ithe  Wood  of  the  cbvenantr  daily  by  him  upon  youf  cOnfcieacesi 
and  the  precious  virtue  thereof  ?  '^  1  > 

Ninthly y  Do  ye  not  find  the^^^iointing  near  ybuy  yea  within  yoi<,  ready  t6 
teach  you  to  know  the  Lordi  fo  -that  ye  indeed  -know  him,  not  according 
to  outward'  nanftes  aqd  appitetenfions  only^  b^t^fris-rtature  in  his'  heavenly 
povi^er,  in  bis  inward  virtue,  manifeftations,  ope-radons;  and^appeirancfes^A 
you  ?  >/\nd  this  is  true  kii6«?ledge  indeed,  ](>ufc  •knowlcdgie^'^fr^fh  know- 
ledge, living  kn<c>wledge,  whidi  makes  you-conJibrmabk  to,  atid^bfing<;  yoU 

forth  in,  theinaage  and  likenefspf  what  jpknow.  *    .  . ». 

•    -  Vol.  II.  O  o  o  o  Tenthly^ 


^$t>  Epulis  ft  Frmdt. 

TmOfy^  Is  MC  Ae  WW  of  the  finfoiMd,  <he  wiqr  rf' tcl»lrfl^^Wt^lir 
clear  and  pleaiant  co  you  r  Hath  Mc  rlie  Lord  rcmcMd  many^ftttnitiln 
blocks^  that  he  might  make  the  way  plain  i  Arid  ia  It  *Mi'^  fNKit  «hm» 
there  is  no  erring,  wherein  a  way-^er  tnay  wialk  WklMul  Ianr4tf  ite^ 
the  light  is  ib  certain^  the  guide  to  fiuiMuU  tXA  thft  ^h  it^istfTy^lMl  ]^ 
1blc  CO  the  plaiiH  honeft»  fingle,  ^>prigHt  heart,  wIh>  lifedy  grMMi  «|p  tdtfr 
Lord,  and  waiteth  to  be  tau^t  and  fed  by  him  ?  ladeedcothfe  Me^  m- 
foning,  difputing  mind  it  is  not  thus,  wsft  to  j^  at  mjt  tmit'^thanlMt 
part  is  up }  but  as  diat  is  brought  4own^  and^  the  fimpHeity  of  CMft  ^ 
.innocent  Inrth)  railed  in  you,  do  y^  not  ftitt fcel  it  tiras ?  TheitibivF^ 
need  to  watci^  and  pray,  «nd  waic^  and  bttAvVy  that  yt  mif  liaaw  aai 
enjoy  the  preciouTaefs  of  your  ipiriMal  i^¥»  and  «aaditiana  m  ^  Lird, 
«m)  that  that  which  woidd  corrupt  and  diftMy^  Uay  <by  die  lifw(g1ip'«ii 
diiplaying  of  the  banner  of  hia  kyte  afHlf«>war  in  yw)  be  ba«HJb#»  sad 
kept  out, 

Elevmhfy^  Hath  not  God  give» yowbf  tfab  «rue  BuoHlicyr  wbMiferdMt 
which  was  once  ^stalled  in  "fwt  fbo^  hit  fear  and  afepive  Ms^faad^  is  ntm 
biougbt  down  and  kid  lbw»  and  hia  pure  life  ud  fear  m  yua'«dted<Hfcr 
it  ^  Do  ye  not  know  the  f^ned  humility  and  fear  (whidt  maafii  wi^tm 
teacfaeth^  and  ntan'^wifitom  karaathj,  4tiid  abbor  <beaa  i  And  is  abc  tfat 
true  fear  and  humility  which  ye  htfre  recetvedfeom  God»^  in^^aaciaill>.  «b6 
«f  great  ufe  and  ferviee  to  yel»^  •    .     n^..? 

TwetftUy^  Have  ye  hot  ivoelted  the  ofoe  lofe^  wheiebj^  jeiaft tai#t 
«id  enabled  lo  loire  the  L6i!d^y«ur  God  above  aU*  aod  the  -bieditar  4ui- 
^iien^  Md  fathers  in  Umi  yea»  and  y0*«eryeneniM'att)i:  HMPftetioos 
is  this!  Who  can  witrieft  this/  but  hi^  who  hath  roceimi  it  I  But  ht  tvlafe 
Jiean  the  Locd  hath  cirimMiiedr  aud  fitan  whkh  lie  hadh>  euf  ^  the^l* 
enityand  ooiwntieus  natufei  wMcb  eaenot^OM^ -tore  UiiditMhe  tmdr^ 
ills  people^  nor  his  creatures^  thoufi|i  it  maksth  %.  fubtiL  deamfellhee 
thereof  to  the  deluding,  botbof  itfeUF  ind  othecs^ 

^lHrtem$fbfy^  Do  ye  not  know  the  tr«e  rightaoufneft^.  aiiAthe  QuefuiAifi- 
catkm  whkh  is  in  Chrift  JeTus,^  add  which:ye  itcawe  and  afaidk  ia  in  hiolr 
which  formerly  (in  a  great  m^Vixt)  ye  dkl  bM  taUc  <^^.  and  wMch^maiqtt^ 
4his  day  (whom  the  Lord  hath  not  g^ithetedr  as  ha  bath  done  y«m  hoi  M 
left  behind^  out  of  the  power^  out  eif  the  eatting^.  otttof  the*eleAaoe>hs«t 
only  the  words  of,,  and  their  owa  efHprc^nfieea  upon  the  worthy  4m  kase 
not,  nor  feel,  nor  emoy  the  thing  i^lf,.  as  ye  da  Chii  daj^  bklbi  be  the 
name  of  your  mercirol  Gad  and  Redeonea. 

FourUifUbfyj  JOo  ye  not  know  Sion^  the  holy  hifl  of  God,  and  Jerufsieo 
thie  holy  city  which  i$  built  thereon,  which  hath  long  been  hid»  eren-ltoai 
eges  and  generationsv  but  now  is  madk  manifeft  in.  the  Spirit,  and  aMoy 
are  already  come  thither>  and  many  more  aretro^etting  tfaishep*wards,  and 
£>me  dwell  and  abidb  therein^  >and  feel  the  tow  going  forth  out  of  Sioo^ 
and  the  wpfd  of  the  Lord ftosfe  Jferufefem»  aocLrad  dieir.  feula  tauiflsied 


9vHtiK{n»Mf  t09m<if  Qfiiijb9»4mih  3^  b«ll  «yl  c&mkjr^  intotke 
<¥4)imftJa^<9knM0:lifib.«^:(hf:cI.0U9^         M^^fe  .lig)^  tjiok  tb^ucbmi 

,  I  -^t/5^*<*fc^:P^  M.i^^  ^.hody^ of  Chrift,  which 

V  9M  tfm%  mitb  himi  i«h«:h  is  QipOb^M  ^  ^(h,  <>nd  hiuie  oi  his  bancs  ? 
An4  msh  i)Ot  the.  Lord  in  his  mercy  mack^ you, members  thereof?  And 
4»7P  n«t/4el  the  nottlilhnfiit^  TiiS^iirr  lifes;an4  Spirit  of  the  whole  bodf 
la  jyoiurowa  v^eb,  wd  ib  are  pfu:«aiporspC.the  true  unioa.and  feUowfhiii^ 
4K)m  "With,  the  Lor4  J«fM9  Ch^fl^  luwl  <mfL  with  another  ?  For  he  that  is 
VMthor^>y«-AQd  Wi^Im  in  tW  tr9^  U^^  is.9iro  in  the  true  life  and  &Uow« 
4h^9 .  both  with  that  which  bcgfitsi^  an4  with  th^it  which  is  begot;teD. 
,  iiMHfHbfy^  Do  ye  Wt  know  tl^  ki4|g4ot|i  ^  reigp  of  Chriit  already  ia 
meafure  fet  up«  and  d^ly  moiti  and  more  lettuig[up  in.  your  hearts  ?  An4 
4s  AQC  his  gpvemmeat  iw^et.  pui^^.  hmve^ly,  :precioH»|  r#e(hing  to  thaf: 
^hich  is  of  God  in  you,  and  an  iron  hammer  and  fcepter  to  that,  which  jjp 
cartUy  and  fleflilv«  And  is  it  aot  your  jc^  so  feel  him  fis^  a^id  overcome 
lus  enemies,  exaltioghis  hdy  ftagip,  cowerj  4>nd,  iwsmx>%^  tlieqi?  Aq4 
what  he  hath  done,  and  what  l^is  a$aii^ii^ii|hathey«ti9(in4Q.iAyoi^ 
«f  his  own  tender  bv^  lod  for  his  pwji  naine%  gJ^^.  4o /Vftt  four  hca^ 
4c«P  within  you,  whea  at  aay  time  the JUw^  i^M^  I^AI!^^  <hfi;^^ 
«QP  fight  tiieteqf?  .     .       r.  jv  n^  .^r  v  .•    :u:i  v  . 

Sivenitmbh^  Do  ye  not  know  the  fad  ^^^  th&,Lf9f4t  l^:^h<>^  afrf 
Jiathiiot  the  Lord  helped  yoii !» iuiqp  UmIi^P  jlJa^^ye.iMK  felt  bis  pqv^er 
i>real^  the  bond  of  iiiiquij»  in  yout  and.thi^€|M;Sj)ppreAi^  \^  S9^  «QnM 
4ip inii owe  meafiire  of  the piipe fteed^ob  tBLCcry<:ftln|:wftrlhip i^lUwlJ 
Am  huve  ye  not  aUb  hod  a  tsAe-ot  th«t!  fe«A:  whi^  ^he  Lord  hath  ,pi^ 
IMWWloa  bis  ho^  woiuicaiA,  evt»of  she/itf  lbw«%  v4  wines  on  |hf^^# 
weUnifieed^  wfaich'tbey  ibas  inhabit  thwtt  eat  «q4 drink  of  ahvndajitjiy  w 
MspieieMe? 

Eigbumiiif^  Do  ye  aot  le^  God  the  Lonl  making  an.  everlaiting  $oif6- 
^ant  wish  yoii»  even  of  the  love  and  mercies  fuie  to  David  and  his  ieed  for^ 
^eycrmose  ?  Is  not  he  near  you,  yea  with  you  and.  in  you,  who  is  the  gatherer 
ijit^  and  tktfjnrderver  in,  this  oei^eiMfit  ?  Yea»  do  not  ye  feel  iUm  teaching 
md  eeeUi^g  you  to  keep  cevewms  with  cbe  Lord  your  God  (hy  the  virtue^ 
,pQW€r9  and  jmfenee  of  his  his  and  Spintin  yoii)^  even  as  he  keepeth  cover 
aanc  with  pM  ?  InibnMiGh  as  ye  beg^i  to  leei  a^^ieti^ement  and  eiUbliihmenc 
4o  him  th^ia  tnie#  aod  yow  c^UiDg  and  eki^fHi  becomii;>g  fure,  and  the 
dao^r  and  fear  of  falling  away  or  Q#:>i9yifig9..  removing  from  ofif  your 
Spirits  ? 

What  ihaU  I  fiiy  toyou,  whtr  &att  I  mention  ^fther>  or  what  0udl  I  inr 
fiance  in  i  Have  yc  apt  fck  tt^  wilderneis  become  a  frui^  fiddi,  and  the 
fruitful  fidd  become  «  fweft  2  Hare  ye  ^mx  fek  the  lame  ¥m^  the  deaf 
hear,  the  Uind  &e»  the  <iumb  fi)eek^  t^.kpei  «leanfed».  the  dead  raifed, 
&£»  I  Hawt.y»  oe(  witaefleA  the  we  (hai(|iqg,  «nd  tarihle  pafimg  away  (ig 
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jneailire)  of  the  old  heavens  and  old  earth,  and  the  forming,  planattg,  an  j 
bringing  in  (in  meafure)of  the  new  heavens  and  the  new  eardi,  ^imn- 
dwells  nghteoufncfs,  in  the  ftead  thereof?  So  that  in  places  wliere  dragons 
lay,  is  now  green  graft,  with  fwect-fmdling  flower^  v  and  in  the  once 
parched,  dead,  dry,  barren,  deiblate  heaths^  are  now  fprings  and  flowing! 
of  the  pure  living  water  ?  .  .         » 

Friends;  Tliere  is- one,  whom  the  Fathcnhath  (ealed  (and  hci^bmone, 
yea  the  very  fame  in  us  all),  in  whom  are  all  the  treafures  of  wiftiom  and 
knowledge,  and  all  the  riches  and  fubftance  of  life;  and  we,  through  the 
mercy-  and  goodnef^  of  the  Lord,  partake  thereof,  as  we  are  gathered  into 
him,  found  in  him,  and  abide  in  him. 

'  And  now  my  friends ;  What  hath  differenced  us  from  others,  or  why 
iiath  the  Lord  done  thi»  for  us  more  than  for  others  ?  Search  your  hearts, 
fee  if  any  of  you  can  find  the  cauie  thereof  in  yourfelves.  Indeed  I  can- 
not* From  my  very  heart  I  cannot* but  cry  grace,  grace!  mercy,  mercy f 
love,  love  (deep,  tender  love)  1  goodnefs,  goodnefs  l  frbm  the  very  fiift  hr- 
ginning,  all  along,  throughout  the  whole  carryifig  on  of  the  work,  cothis 
4ay.;  and  I  have  nothing  dfe*  to  hope  in»  or-  ple^  before  my  God.  Do  I 
believe  ?  k  is  he  give  me  faith  1  yea,  he  putteth  ic  foFth^  andcaufeth  it  ta 
a£1  in  me,  or  I  eafily  fail  therein.  Do  I- will  that  wfaicli  is  good  in  any 
kind  ?  My  wiU  is  of  him»  yea  it  is  in  him,  and  hath  its  creation,  prcfem' 
tion^  being,  and  ftrcogth  from  him.  Do  I  obey  or  do  that  which  is  good? 
No,  no-,  not-I)  but  his  life,  power,  and  Spirit  in  me.  Do  I  fti&r  inwardly 
or  outwardly  ?  That  is  not  of  me  neither,  but  he  that^hat^^given-inetobe' 
lieve,  he  alfo  giveth  mo  to  fuffer,  and  beareth  up  my  ^irit  in  myfeftrings, 
by  bis  power,  and  for  his'  name's  fake.  So  that  my  heart  faith,  (and  I  con* 
fidently  •  believe  he  wiH,  m  his  mercy  and  goodneis,  jweferve  me  in  that 
fenfc  for  ever).  Not  unto  me,  not  unto  me,  in  anyone  refpeft,.  but  to  thy 
name,  to  thy  holy  name,^  to  thy  tender  name,  to  thy  infinite  bowek^  and 
precious  love  and  compafilons  in  every  refped,  be  the  acknowledgment  and 
praife  given  of  what  thou  haft  done,  and  yet  doft,  and  ^k  da  in-  and  for 
my  foul,  for  ever  and  ever. 

And  now,  my  dear  friends  -,  As  the  Lord  hath  demonftrscted  the  way  of 
life  unto  you,  (o  that  it  is  fealed  in  your  fpirits,'  and  ye  have  walked  in  it; 
and  always  met  with,  not  only  the  promifes  of  life,  but  even  life  itfdf 
therein  y  fo  the  Lord  ftill  watch  over  you,  that  nothing  ever  Wind  that  eye 
in  you,  which  alone  can  fee  this  way  ;  and  the  Lord  preferve  you  in  u]v 
rightnefs  of  heart,  thatye  may  fingly  wait  on  him,  for  his  farther  mani- 
fefting  of  it  in  you  and  to  you ;  and  that  he,  by  his  living  Spirit,  would 
continually  quicken  and  roufe  up  your  fpirits,  to  walk  diligendy  and  faith- 
fully  thepein  •,  that  fo  yc  may  come  to  fee  what  ye  have  not  yet  feen,  and 
to  defire  what  ye  have  not  defired,  :aiid  may  find  your  hearts  and  inheri- 
tances enlarged  in  the  Lord.  Ah* !  whaf  is  the  world,  or  any  worldly  thing 
or  interefty  in  comparifon-  of  this  1  The  Lord  remove  every  Sa^M  and  ei^ry 
•     ■  •  .  ^  V   ..  ftumbling- 
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ftumbrmg^-block  oiit  of  your  way,  and  every  weight  and  burthen  from  off 
your  fpirits,  that  yc  may  run  with  joyfuiTiefs  to  the  end  of  your.cog.rfej  and. 
may  enter  into  the  full  kingdom  and  pofieflion  of  life.  Ye  have  received 
already  that  which  is  all ;  but  yt  muft  wait  for  the  farther  opening  and 
fpreading  of  it  in  you,  and -your  farther  growth-  into  it.  The  Lord*s  foul 
hath  travailed  for  you,-  and  his  faithful  meflengers  haverjikewife  travailed 
and  fought  after  your  fouls,  and  your  fouls  have  travailed,  and*  rtouf ned, 
and  waited,  and  gone  through  temptaticMis  and  trials  of  many  kinc}s,  and 
had  a  tafte  of  the  true  peace,  the  true  holinefs,  the  "true  righteoVifnefs,  the 
true  joy,  even  the  joy  of  the  everlafting  -  kingdom.  Now  the  Lord '  Gdif 
preferve  you,  that  nothing  may  interrupt  or  come  1  between  you  and  that^ 
wherein  ye  have  fi^lt  htm,  and  wherein  is  his  riches  and  fulnefs ;  but  that* 
ye  may  always  feel  that,  and  abide  faithful  to  the  Lord  in  that,  wherein^ 
the  prefervatiion  and  growth  unto  life  eternal  alone  is  witnefied.  i 

And  friends ;  Put  the  Lord  in  mind,  that  as  he  bath  pleafed  to  manifelt. 
the  way,  and  (hew  that  clearly  unto  you,  whereby  the  heart  is  joined  to  him. 
and  prefcrved  in  him ;  fo  he  would  pleafe,  of  his  free  ztkd  tender  mercy,, 
to  add  this  alfo,  even  to  give  upright  hearts  and  entire,  ^kits,  to  iabide: 
with  him  in  that  principle  of  life  wherein  he  hath  gathered  you,  and  to« 
watch  unto,  and  be  faithful  to,  ^1  his  warnings,  drawings,  movings, .  and> 
kadings,  that  his  Spirit  may  have  no  matter  of  grief  againft  you,  but  iti 
may  be  the  delight  of  his  foul  to  do  you  good  .continually,  and.  to  anfwer. 
the  defire  of  your  fouls  in  every  thing  that  ye  breathe  unto  hiovfor ;  that: 
the  Lord  may  not  be  afliamed  to  own  you  to  be  his  people,  and  ye  mayi 
feel  with  joy,  and  abundant  confolation,  that  he  is  your  God.  And  .this  will; 
be  enougli  in  all  the  tribulations,  affli^ons,  and  trials  that  yie  meet  with>. 
either  inwardly  or  outwardly.  So  the  God  of  love  and  peace  preferve  you^r 
in  that  wherein  is  lellowfhip  with  ^  him,  and  in  which  his  Jife,t  love,  joy»; 
and  peace  naturally  and  delightfully  Jpring. up,  and  flow-  into  the  fouL' 
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EPISTLB    IV.  V 
ft<x  PriencU  of  our  Meeting,  and  thq^boiati 
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i|.  die  Ifrad  of  GodL  The  Ijord  h»h  pitdiad  his  pure,  Imng  ^Mt;  and 
bigtui  tx>  Mid  up  his  beloMd  city  ^  the  Loid  ha(h  indeed  koA  iMitajrttpeii 
Sim;  md  fiifmiied  the  rains  and  delbbtioas  thereof.  Buc  che  mdke  «id 
lageiof  die  cuemf  is^gieac,  iHie  feekedi  to  oompaft  the  cent  of  ffae^ hnl^ 
mi  the  beloved  city,  that  he  may  Uy  iMfte  and  deftroy  die  work  and- heri- 
tage of  God.  No«r  aa  that  fed  Kfev  aUthttweof  die  true  binh,  aOtfaaf 
knonrtheim);  ofct  nbtd^  Ime,  and  breathe  in  the  feed,  thatyemaycDiM 
imb  in  the  tme  lie,  and  in  the  ftwtigdi  of  God^  h<riy  Spirit  (with  femg 
cries  and  tean,  with  imiocency  and  rigfateoufneTi,  with  mieekneis  and  padeoce^ 
6fr.)9  to  the  help  of  the  Loid  aninft  the  mighty.  We  have  no  ftrength 
iiQt  our  Osdi  nor  is  oiv  4iqptdraeii  Aim  anan  (whofe  breach  b  iti  ^  im- 
trils^  wbo  is  to  be  eeaftd  Awn) ;  but  we  believe  the  voice,  that  oot  by 
fimngcK  nor  hf  wmxtu  powcri  bot  by  my  Spkit,  faith  the  Locd  of  hofts, 
flntttfais  wofk  of  his  bepirfepiEetf  and  goon.  Theiefere  everyone  wait  to 
fed  the  feed  travail  and-et^tdittf  to  the  Father,  thtt  ii^  die  fpirit  of  dvk* 
neft  may  be  hindeied,  md  by  the  power  of  fife  withftood,  in  ail  its  enters 
nrbM  i^gtinft  the  dutdren  of  light.  Oh !  let  the  conditkm  of  Jerufalem 
lie  written  tqion  every  one's  heart  \  and  as  members  of  the  living  body, 
fed  the  wants,  aflS^ons,  and  diftpefllea  of  your  feUow-members  dvg  by 
day.    And  let  every  one  fay  in  fpirit  & 

Lord^  take  care  of  all  iby  ebildren.  Ob  !  tbw  tender  Father^  emfider  what 
ittf  fuffer  far  the  tefimovf  of  tin  tnOby  and  for  tfy  Mome^j  fah^  and  ifMd 
tbmj  and  give  them  vtRmj^  ana  an  Jmlj  dominion  aver  edl^  iecaufi  it  belatigj  to 
iby  {eed-into  which  thou  bqfi  gathered  ibem^  atfd  in  which  thou  h^  umfed  them 
to  tijifelf.  Oh  I  carry  on  thy  glorious  work^  which  iby  awn  mighty  arm  hath 
h^uUj  and  cut  it  fiiort  in  righteoufnefs  for  thine  Eleffs  fake^  that  it  may  be 
fidftfod  by  tbee^  to  thine  tfwn  everlafUng  fraife.  7%  children  wait  em  tbee^  thef 
try  to  thee  dof  and  nighty  that  they  may  be  preferved  by  thee  in  the  weU-dm^^ 
and  in  the  fure^  hofyy  innocent  fuffaings  far  thy  truti^sfake ;  until  thoufofy  It 
is  enough^  ttntUtby  holy  Sfu'it  jay^  It  is  fan/bed:  my  lambsy  ye  JImll  ji^r  no 
iporey  hit  now  ye  Jball  reign  with  me  and  my  Son  for  ever. 

My  dear  friends,  it  is  now  die  time  of  prayer,  and  of  wiuting  upon,  and 
lioping  in,  the  Lord,  who  knowedi  and  confideiaech  all  our  conditions.  If 
4Uiy  be  affiAec^  Jet  him  pray.    W<  aoe  affliAedt  we  are  oppiefied  without 

1  caufe 


crafe  or  pit)voaiuon  on  ofur  parts,  only  becaufe  we  fear,  and  love;  andP  obey 
our  God^  according  as  he  hath  caught  us,  and  becaufe  h^  hath  put  tl^s 
cdblution  into  our  hearts,  that  we  will  abide  in  fubjedion  to  him,  and 
ftand  to  the  holy  teffimony  which  h^  hath  g|yc(i  ^f  to  bear,  whatever  be- 
£Uls  us*  And  what  fhaU  feparate  us  from-  his  IvrCj  or  come  between  us 
and  his  care  over  us,  who  is  fbletp  bear  us  uj^  .in  aU^  ^apd  cfnx  ^  ^^^^ 
all  (in  the  holy  dominion  and  ftitngch'of  fits  feed)  that  can  fet\ij[)dn  us, 
and  ftrive  to  turn  us  out  of  the  way,  or  to  make  us  faint  in  die  way  ? 

Dear  friends.  In  my  bonds  I  remember  you,  and :  pfay  tot  your  prof- 
perity.  Do  ye  alfo  remember  me  in  your  didly  addrcOfcs  and  sm^toai^iis  V* 
God,,  that  I  0iay  receive  increafe  of  virtue  and  ftrcngth  fr«>m  tne  Loed^  v 
tbehdpof  your  prayer^-,  and^  ohl  feel  theafliAiona  of  the  aliBiAed«L  aM 
brea^  lor  them  day  by  day^  tliat  the  whole  body  may  wceivc  the  ftoi^ 
iisgli  ia0f  fife„  help,  aiid  ftrcngth  daily,  frod»  the  pure  bneatberngs  aif  ^b 
w  cwy  member  of  the  body  every  day.  r::^ 

So  me  God  of  love  and  mercies  be  wtthy  and  do  good  t^,  bis  vhcfe^ 
nfiagei  and  fill  jou  (with  the  reft  cC*  hia iJiildfeoO  fmntf  th«.  pw^  ftruntaiii 
«f  fife,,  with  fiefli  ftreanis  of  life  dijr  ^  ^r  ^di»m.  Tim.i$  the  hclnql 
defireof 


.  t 


*  ^ 


Kcadiag  God,  tkaptk 

9ftheSiy(hMoat)if 


Your  friendi: jbsc((dier^  and  compaai^nfia  4aA 

had  a  fi^wrthb  afii&xms^  wjbiofa  bA 

fiift-his  childien.  atid  chafen  one^ 

iivhiaaaiiie^^iiike^  t 


Ati^  tndy  friends,,  it  is  not  grievous^  but  rather  jof  ta  mc,^  tp  uracrgo' 
the  leveral  afHidions  and  teniptations,  which  my  tender  Father,  in,hii^ 
tender  love  and  good-will,,  orders  for  me.    Yea,  all  that  can  taftc,^  tell 
me,  is  it  not  greater  riches,  and  far  fweeter,  in  this  our  day,  to  ^ar 
the  reproach  of  Chrift,  and  to  fuflfer  for  die  telHmony  of  his  precious- 

'  truth,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  o£  fiiiand  glory  of  this  world,. wbich^ 
are  bur  for  a-feafoni. 
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EPISTLE     V. 

"         •  I  <  .  .      . 

To  Friends  in  Truth,  in  Chalfont,  and  thereabours. 


Dear  friends  (whom  I  love  in  the  Ldrd,.  and  whofc  profpcrity  an 
^     growth  in  ihe  truth 'I  'greatly  defire),  this  fenfe  is  on  my  heart,  i 
reference  to  you  at  this  time. 


and 
ia 


* 

THE.  Lord's  fpul  travalleth  for  you.  (having  vlfited  you  in  tender 
niercy,  apd  witli  great lovingykihdnels,  and  he  defireth  t» -enjoy  and 
poflefs  you,  as  an  inheritance  for  himfelf,  to  delight  in  and  u>  do  g^  uo* 
^to  continually ;  and  I  know  there  are  many  among  you,  who  have  alio  de- 
jfired  and  travailed  after  the  Lord,  and  have  been  burtlicned  and  grieved 
^with  that  which  hath  in,  any  meafure  hindered  your  fouls  enjoying  the  Lord, 
Knd  your  faithful. Terving  him,  and  his  delight  and  pleafure  in  you.  Now 
friends,  this  is  mj  prefent  defire  and  breatheing  for  you,  even  that  ye  may 
pc  joined  further  aiid  clofer  in  the  everlafting  covenant  of  life  and  peace 
,\vlth  the  Lord,  whidi  muft  never  be  forgotten  on  your,  parts,  as  it  cannot 
be  on  his  -,  wherein  to  help  all  thjj  teader  and  faithful-hearted  among  you, 
this  advice  Ibrang  in  my  heart  to  you  this  morning. 

Mind  and  watch  to  diat  which  quickens  and  enlivens  the  foul  towards 
God,  and  watch*  againfl:  that  which  flats  and  deadens  it ;  for  they  arc  both 
near,  and  they  both  feek  after  you,  the  one  for  your  good,  the  other  for 
your  Kurt.  I  need  hot  tell  yoU  what  thefe  are,  nor  where  or  how  they  ap- 
pear (ye  have  been  abundantly,  and  as  ye  wait  on  the  Lord,  are  daily  in- 
^rucled  thtreirii  blefTed  be  the  tiatne  of  the  Lord),  but  in  continual  watch- 
ing to  the  one,  and  againft  the  other,  is  the  diligence  and  care  of  your 
spirits  daily  to  be  exercifed.  Oh!  at  no  time  let  your  fpirirs  be  loofe  and 
cafelcfs!  For  the  enemy  waits  to  do  hurt,  and  the  Lord  waits  to  be  graci- 
ous, and  to  do  your  fouh  good.  •  Watch,  therefore,  and  pray,  that  ye  en- 
ter not  into  the  temptation  of  the  enemy,  nor  mifs  of  the  tender  mercies 
and  loving-kindneffes  of  the  Lord,  which  are  fure  to  the  feed  (and  to  all  that 
.are  of  and  abide  in  the  feed)  for  ever. 

Oh !  who  would  mife  of  the  quickening  virtue  of  our  God,  of  being 
anointed  with  his  holy  oil,  and  of  having  the  flames  of  life  kindled  fiir- 
ther  in  him  ?  Who  would  be  captivated  and  brought  into  fubjedion  to  fin, 
Satan,  vanity,  and  the  (jpirit  of  this  world  again,  who  hath  witnefled  any 
proportion  of  deliverance  there-from  ?  Ye  know  that  ye  can  do  nothing  0^ 
yourfelves :  Oh  1  what  need  have  fuch  to  watch  to  that,  which  is  able  to 
work  mightily  in  the  heart,  and  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  and  cfiecls  or 
,    "  /  rightcoufcds, 
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/ig^tooiiiiids,  and  to  bring  under,  and  keep  under,  kill  and  flay  that  power 
.of  uorigbteoufneiSy  and  to  root  out  and  oury  the  dead,  out  of  the  fight 
and  remembrance  of  the  living.  Glorious  things  are  teftified  (truly  tefti- 
fied)  concerning  the  power  of  the  Lord,  and  his  mighty  operation  inwardly 
fin  the  hearts  of  his  children,  in  this  day  of  the  preaching  of  the  everlaft- 
;ii^.gofpel  agun,  after  the  long  night  of  darknefs*  Let  none  be  content^ 
.without  witneffing  and  experiencing  a  n^eafure  thevrof  in  their  own  parti- 
'Cular.  Oh !  dwell  not  with  death,  vanity,  nor  conuption !  Ohi  my  dear 
friends,  let  not  vain  or  earthly.thoughts  lodge  in  any  of  your  hearts !  but 
dwell  with  him  who  is  pure,  who  is  living,  and  gives  life  to  your  fouls  ^  and 
,alfo  gives  peace,  and  brings  it  home  to  you,  leaving  .upon  your  (pirits  that 
^pea€e  which  p^eth  all  the  under/landing  and  comprehenfion  of  man,  and 
who  ma^eth  hi)  called,  chofen,  and  faithful  ones  ^ad  with  his  delivei^^e 
from  the  power  and  temptation  of  the  enemy,  and  with  the  flowing^  itx  of 
life  and  redeeotung  vktue,  from  the.  fountain  thereof.  Judea  (the  city)  is 
known  among  the  living,  whcfc  ttmlls  are  falvaticn^  and  all  the  gates  oMd 
nUroMce  inio  it  praife. 

And,  my  dear  friends,  mind  your  meetings  together,  to  wait  upon  your 
.  God  with  great  fertoufncfs  and  intention  .of  ipirit»  every  one  watching  .tp 
feel  life  up  in  your  own  fpirits.  Oh !  fit  down  (yea,  breathe  earneftly  tp 
the  Lord  to  give  you  to  fit  down)  in  the  filence  of  flefii,  and. in  the.  Kill- 
nefs  of  your  ipirits,  waiting  for .  the  prcfence,  •  appearance,  and  power  of 
your  God  to  be.  revealed  in  the  midft  of  ypu,  that  your  hearts  may  be 
.fearched  mixt  and  more,  and  the  pure  judgment  reviealed  againft  wliat- 
ever  would  appear  or  rife  up  contrary  to  the  hc^y  nature  and  will  of  .God^ 
and  t4iat  which  is  for  death,  brought  into  death  more  and  more,  and  {o  the 
bread  and  water  of  life  given  to  diat  which  is  to  be  nourilhed  up  in  life, 
that  all  that  is  impure'  may  be  kept  down,  and  that  which  is  pure  (the 
plants  and  trees  of  righteoufiieis)  may  thrive,  fiouriih,  and  fpread  more  and 
more,  and  you  fit  down  under  the  ihadow  of  your  own  vine  and  bliye-tree» 
partaking  of  the  fap  and  fatneis  thereof. 

Oh !  that  every  one  of  you,  in  all  your  meetings  together,  might  wit* 
nefs  that  fcripture  fulfilled  in  you ;  They  Jbdl  be  abtmdanihf  fatisfied  with  the 
fatnefs  of  thy  houfe^  and  thou  fialt  give  them^  or  make  them  to  drink^  of  the 
rivers  of  thy  pleafure. 

And  I  befeech  you,  in  the  bowels  of  tender  k>ve,  take  heed  of  fluggilh^ 
nels,  or  careleflhefs,  or  deadnels  of  Ipirit  in  your  meedngs ;  thefe  things  in 
no-wife  become  the  Lord's  people,  nor  your  profeflions  of  waiting  upon 
the  living  God ;  ye  are  to  look  up,  to  watch,  wait,  and  breathe  for  the 
Lord,  to  be  exercifed  by  his  Spirit,  to  have  to  do  with  him  before  whom 
all  things  are  naked  and  bare,  to  offer  up  that  acceptable  facrifice  of  a 
broken  heart,  of  pure  praiies,  of  love,  life,  humility,  thankfgiving,  &r. 
and  to  receive  what  the  Father  of  niercies  ftands  ready  (in  and  through  the 
Lord  Jefus  CSirift,  the  Son  of  his  love)  to  give  forth  unto  you.    Can  you 
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be  thus  exercifed,  while  in  a  dtowfy,  Ouggifii,  carele(a  fiMfk  ?  Do  not  ^k 
diibohour  the  Lord^  whofe  name  ye  (hould  honour  ?  And  is  not  the  jealous 
God  provoked  and  grieved  by  fuch  things  as  thefe^  whom  ye  flioi^  wilk 
in  all  humility,  tendernefs  of  fpirit^  and  well^leafingfiels  before  ? 

I  beieech  you,  therefore,  watcli  againft  all  things  of  this  nature,  and  be 
diligent,  that  ye  may  wicne(s  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefos 
makbg  you  free,  and  fencing  you  againft  all  things  of  this  kind,  that  ye 
may  be  a  choien  generation^  a  royal  priefthood,  an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar 
people,  a  temple  of  living  (tones,  wherein  the  living  God  may  dwell  and 
walk,  and  fup  with  you,  and  give  unto  you  to  fup  with  him,  where  ye  (hall 
eat  the  pure  bread  life,  and  drink  the  wine  of  the  kingdom,  which  will 
glad  your  hearts  exceedingly,  and  the  joy  of  the  Lord  will  become  your 
ftrength )  which  ftrength  will  carry  you  above  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy, 
and  caqfe  you  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  life,  and  righteoufnels,  naturally 
to  the  Loixl ;  and  fo  you  (hall  (hine  as  lights  in  your  (everal  places,  and 
ihew  forth  the  praties  of  him,  who  hath  called  you  out  of  darknefe  into  his 
marvellous  light  *,  for  it  is  a  marvellous  light  indeed,  which  the  Loid  hath 
caufed  to  (hine  in  the  fpirtts  of  his  children,  whom  in  this  day  of  his  power 
he  hath  begotten  to  himfelf,  and  the  life  eternal  is  wrapped  up  in  it ;  and 
they  that  truly  know  it,  know  it  to  be  no  lefs  than  the  light  of  life,  even 
the  light  which  came  from  the  pure  life  of  the  Son,  and  leads  to  the  ha- 
bitation and  dwelling-place  of  the  Father. 

There  is  one  thing  yet  remains  with  me,  which  I  would  fain  have  yon 
grow  in  a  true,  fenfible,  and  experimental  underftanding  of,  which  is  this ; 
to  wit.  What  it  is,  not  to  touch  the  unclean  thing.  The  enemy  will  be  ftir- 
ring  up  and  cafting  in  that  which  is  unclean,  upon  the  veiiels  which  God 
is  purifying  and  preferving  from  all  pollution.  But  there  is  a  ftarting  back 
from,  and  eichewing  the  evil,  a  forfaking  of  the  vain  earthly  mind  and 
thoughts,  and  a  receiving  in  fuch  temptations  and  fuggeftions  no  more. 
.Oh !  that  ye  might  all  experimentally  know  and  witnds  what  this  is !  I 
know  many  of  you  do  in  fome  meafure,  ble(red  be  the  God  of  our  mercies, 
blcflTed  be  our  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  for  ever  and  ever !  But  oh  !  morc^ 
more,  more  of  this  knowledge,  more  of  this  experience,  my  heart  livingly 
breathes  for,  for  myfelf  and  you,  that  we  may  wicnefs  the  fcripturc  abun- 
dantly fulfilled  in  our  hearts  from  the  Lord  :  Wbofoever  is  born  of  God  dolb 
not  commit  Jin ;  for  bis  feed  remains  in  bim,  and  be  cannot  ^n^  becaufe  be  is  born 
-of  God,  Oh  !  feel  the  weight  of  this  fcripture,  in  that  which  gives  the  under- 
ftanding of  it !  The  Lord  hath  made  a  new  covenant,  and  a  living  cove- 
nant, and  prepared  a  new  and  living  way  for  the  ranfomed  to  walk  in  without 
erring,  that  he  might  amend  all  (in  this  new  people)  which  was  amiis  in 
thofe  under  the  firft  covenant. 

Oh !  let  the  Lord  enjoy  the  defign  of  his  heart,  and  his  people  (b  wait 
upon  him,  that  they  may  all  be  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  their  minds,  and 
the  Lord  may  have  -  a  generation  of  Calebs  and  Joihuas,  who  may  fully 
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fiflldW  titer  him  in  aUtbtngs,  add.wko  may  ^tnefs  his  pdi^er'tnd prefence 
ftill  with  tfaem^  and  the  holy,  tender,  merofol  God  may  never  be  profoked 
by  them,  to  caufe  htm  tx>  withdraw  his  good  Spirit  from-  them,  aiid>fo  to 
leave  them  and  fot&kt  them ;  for  if  any  draw  hack  iram  the  Lord^*  and 
from  the  holy  coamMadment  of  life,  the  Lord's  foul  can  have  no  pteiafiire 
in  fucb.  CMi !  that,  therefore,  there  may  be  none  among  you  drawing  batk 
to  perdidon !  and  take  heed  o(  deadoefs,  drowfinefs,  fluggi(hnefs  of  ipirit, 
earthlinefs,  flelhiy  wifiiom,  unbelief,  &r.  for  that  is  a  d^ree  tberec^  and 
kadeth  thitherwards),  but  all  to  grow  in  finth,  with  dil^ence,  towards  the 
faving  of  your  fouls  (which  is  hr  nearer  than  when  you  firft  believed), 
which  ve  ihall  be  fure  in  due  time  to  rc3p  even  the  ialvation  ye  wait  for> 
if  ye  raint  not,  nor  grow  weary  in  your  minds,  but  abide  in  the  faith  and 
patience,  unto  the  end  of  your  trials,  both  inward  and  outward,  which  are 
meafured  out  by  the  Spirit  and  wifdom  of  the  Lord,  and  not  by  the  wiles 
of  your  enemies,  whom  the  Lotd  ftops  and  chains  at  his  pleafure. 

The  grace,  mercy,  love,  and  peace  of  God  our  Father,  and  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chriil,  be  multiplied  unto  you,  and  fill  your  hearts  from  day  to  day, 
according  to  your  feveral  capacities,  and  enlarge  your  capacides,  and  bring 
you  more  and  more  into  the  heavenly  fellowlhip,  that  your  joy  therein  may 
abound,  and  ye  may  daily  rejoice  in  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  and  in  his 
exercifing  loving-kindnefs,  judgment,  and  righteoufnefs  in  the  earth. 

,  Reading  Goal,  Ac  zzd  This  is  fhottn  your  brother  and  companion 

^Jif  ^  '^^      ''"'^'  in  the  affliaions,  and  alfo  in  the  joy  and 

glory  of  this  day  of  the  falvation  of 
our  God,  which  is  further  to  be  re- 
vealed and  enjoyed  by  thole  who 
meekly  and    patiendy  wait 
for  it, 

I.  P. 

And  all  my  dear  friends,  who  have  known  what  it  is  to  be  uncovered 
and  ftripped  of  your  own  righteoufnefs  (and  of  all  flefhiy  robes  and 
garments),  and  to  put  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  even  the  innocency 
and  righteoufs  of  his  nature  and  Spirit,  and  fo  to  appear  before  the 
Lord,  and  walk  with  him  in  the  garment  which  he  puts  upon 
you ;  oh !  friends,  keep  this  garment  about  you,  that  ye  be  not  ftrip- 
ped and  robbed  of  that  wherewith  God  once  cloathed  you,  and  fo 
your  nakednefs  appear,  and  men  fee  your  fhame  5  and  inftead  of  being 
an  honour,  ye  become  (any  of  you)  a  reproach  to  the  name  and  truth 
of  the  Lord,  wliich  is  very  honourable,  and  fiiould  be  honcKired  in 
and  by  us  all. 
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The  direfticm  of  this  in  mj  heart,  was  oisfriien^  in  truth*  in  Giul* 
'  ibnt,  and  thereaway s,  among  wh6m  my  heart  hath  beeoT^eatly  com* 
forted  and  rsftdied,  who  (feme  cf  you:).had'ibme  JcitDwledge  of  sq^ 
forther  great  msfery  anddiftnefs,  for  want  of  the  jpower  and  prcfanoe  iA 
the  Lonl,  and  am>^tiow  witnefies  with  n^e  of  Ihs  toidcr  mcccf  and 
great  falvation ;  glory  to  him  who  fits  on  thethfone*  and  tocheLamb 
whofe  kingdom  is  exalted  over  all*  who  already  reigns  in  rig^teotif- 
nefi  in  the  hearts  Ksi  a  rsmnant ;  who  fit  down*  and  find  reft  and 
peace*  and  true  }9^  oi  heart*  foul*  and  (pint*  under  the  fhadow  of  Im 
government*  and  cannot  but  fing  and  found  forth  praifes*  pure  pratfi»* 
honour,  and  dominion,  and  ftrength*  to  the  name  and  arm  which  hacfa 
ddne  the  valiant  ads*  bringing  fin,  corruption*  death,  and  the  grave 
^  under,  and  bringing  Hfe  and  immortality  to  rule  and  have  dominion 
over  it ;  fo  that  he  that  is  pure  power  and  life*  is  felt  tabemading  and 
living  in  his  people,  and  he  gives  unto  them  to  live  in*  and  through* 
and  with  him ;  and  they  cannot  but  found  praiies  to  the  power  and 
glory  of  his  life  from  day  to  day ;  ^ry  in  the  higheft  to  our  God* 
and  to  his  Chrift,  for  ever  and  ever*  Jmeuy  Halkh^ab. 


SOME 


Ct     U      E      R      I      E       S 

CONCERNING 

Compulsion  in  RELIGION. 

^u€ry  |.  TT  THETHER  every  man  ought  not  to  endeavour  to  be  fully 
W  perfuaded  in  his  own  foul  concerning  the  religion  and  wor* 
(hip  which  he  performs  and  offers  up  to  God  i 

^ery  z.  Whether,  when  a  man  i^  fully  perfuaded  concerning  the  reli* 
gion  and  worship  he  ought  to  perform  to  God*  whether  he  i$  not  then 
Jtx>u|id  in  confcience  fo  to  worfhip  and  ferve  God»  as  he  is  fiilly  perfuaded  in 
his  own  fo\il  ? 

§^ery  3.  Whether,  if  a  man  (hould  leave  tha^t  way  of  religion  and  ww- 
ibip*  whereof  he  is  fully  perfuaded  in  his  own  foul*  and  Ihould  worftiip  ac- 
cording to  the  Uw  and  worfliip  of  the  country  wherein  he  lives*  whether 
this  would  be  accepted  of  the  Lord,  and  whether  his  foul  wofuld  not  be  in 
4aoger  of  die  difpleafure  and  ^ath  of  ;he  Juord  therefore  ? 

^giry 
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$wify  4  Wfieiher  God  hadi  §^n  mf  mnox  men  powcTr  lv  Ml*'  and 
penahiesyi  to  compel  men  loworihip  him  comrar/  Co  ithe  belief  of  ^heiir 
heaiis  and^  the  foU  perfuafions  of  their Touia  ?  1%  k  m>t  wmcec^  tha(  fii^t- 
foever  is  not  of  faith  is  fin  ?  And  hath  God  given;  any  men  power  fmAr  au*- 
thoritjr  to  compel  others  to  fin  ?  Surely  the*  <md  of  magiftvibcjr  is  to  rofttain 
men  from  fin,  and  not  to  compel  men  to  fim 

^uery  5.  Whether  under  the  law  of  Mofes,  the  worihip  wtts^  not  firft 
made  manifeflly  clear  to  mens  hearts  and  confctences,  and  thev  fqlly  per^ 
fuaded  thereof;  before  they  fuifered  any  penalties  annexed  for  failing  in  it» 
or  turning  afide  from  it  ? 

^uery  0.  Whether  under  the  gofpel,  Chrift  or  his  apoftks  did  ever  .com« 
pelany  by  outward  force  to  their  vray  of  worfhip,  or  give  any  rule  for  com- 
puifion  after  their  days.  Did  not  they  iay,  they  were  not  lords  over  mem 
faith,  but  that  there  was  one  Lord  and  Mafter,  even  Chrift^  to  whom  every 
man  was  to  give  an  account  ?  Now  if  men  fiiould  commend  us  for  worft^p- 
ing  as  they  teach  us,  and  by  laws  require  of  us  contrary  co  the  belief  and 
full  perfuafion  of  our  own  fouls,  and  Chrift  condemn  and  punilh  us  there- 
fore, would  it  not  go  hard  with  us  ? 

^uery  7.  Was  it  not  the  beaft  that  compelled  men  to  worihip,  and.  is  he 
not  branded  therefore.  Rev.  xiii.  ?  But  could  he  by  his  laws  and  penalties 
compel  any,  whole  names  were  written  in  the  book  of  life,  to  his  worfiiip  ? 
others  indeed  he  did  compel,  and  caufe  to  worihip,  as  may  be  leen  in  that 
chapter. 

Siuery  8.  Is  not  Chrift's  kingdom  fpiritual  ?  Are  not  the  weapons  of  his 
warfare  fpiritual  ?  Are  they  not  mighty  through  God,  to  convince  and  efta- 
blifli  men  in  the  truth,  and  in  the  way  of  the  gofpel-worlhip  ?  Would  Chrift 
have  any  people  forced  by  outward  compulfion,  to  ferve  or  worftup  him  ? 
Whofoever  will,  let  him  come,  faith  he;  and  his  people  are  a  willing  people^ 
and  God  loveth  a  chearful  giver  and  a  chearful  worlhipper.  Is  not  com- 
pulfion a  great  argument  againft  that  church  and  miniftry  that  ufeth  it, 
that  they  want  the  fpiritual  weapons  ?  That  th^y  want  the  authority  and 
power  of  the  true  church  and  miniftry,  and  lb  are  fain  to  feek  to  fupply  it 
by  the  authority  and  power  of  Man  P  For  that  which  is  of  man,  if  it  were 
not  held  up  by  man,  would  fall ;  but  the  truth  will  grow  and  increafe,  and 
that  which  is  of  God. will  ftand  and  out-live  all  the  violence  and  oppofitions 
of  men.  And  one  thing  is  wcM-thy  of  very  ferious  confideration  concerning 
this  worihip,  which  there  is  fuch  ibiving  to  compel  men  to,  which  is  this ; 
what  kind  of  perlbns  they  are  that  dilTent  from  it,  and  what  they  are,  for 
the  gisnerality,  that  fo  cry  it  up.  Are  not  many  of  them  very  loofe,  pro- 
phane,  fwcarers,  curfers,  excelBve  drinkers,  yea  fome  of  them  Atheiils  ?  Is 
there  not  a  ground  of  jealoufy  at  leaft;,  if  not  a  ftrong  argument,  againft 
that  worihip  and  way  of  religon  which  pleafetb  thefe  ? 

Can  that  which  came  from  God,  and  is  of  God,  pleafe  corrupt  man  ? 

And  who  are  j^  tl»t  diflenc  frqm,  and  dare  not  pradtiie  it  ?  Arq  th^y  not 
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men  of  tender  conftietic^,  and  that  fear  to  ofibnd  the  Lord^  and'  ^o  fiek 
after  that  religion  and  worfhip,  wherein  there  is  truth,  \iBtf  virtue,  and 
power  ?  Now  which  of  thefe  are  likelieft  to  know  the  truth,  and  to  be  tao^t 
of  the  Lotd  the  true  worihip. 

Oh !  that  thefe  things  were  ferioufly  confidered  of;  for  though  men  were 
wicked  and  prophane  themfclves,  yet4f  they  did  not  oppofe  that  which  is 
good,  but  could  fufFer  others  quietly  to  ferve  and  fear  the  Lord,  neither 
their  fin  nor  danger  would  be  fo  great. 


Reading  Goal,  19th  of  the 
7tkMotLtli,  1670. 
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He  that  ruleth  over  men  muft  be  juft,  rufing  in  the  fear  of  God,  now 
he  that  is  juft  and  ruleth  in  the  fear  of  God,  cannot  afflid  or  puniih 
any  for  fearing  God,  or  for  worfiiip  which  they  perform  to  him  in  his 
fear.  Shall  not  he  that  made  the  world,  be  worihipped  by  his  chil- 
dren  and  fervants,  according  as  he  requires  of  them  ?  But  fhall  the 
authorities  of  this  world  oppofe  him  therein,  and  with  all  dieir  might 
Hop  and  hinder  (as  much  as  in  them  lies)  his  children  and  fervants 
from  obeying  him  ?  Now  the  Lord  God  of  heaven  and  earth  (who  is 
above  all,  and  hath  power  over  all)  knoweth,  that  not  in  oppofition  to 
authority,  but  in  the  fear  of  his  name,  do  we  (who  are  called  Qua- 
kers) meet  together  to  wor(hip  him  as  he  hath  required  of  us  ;  and 
that  if  we  (hould  not  fo  do,  we  (hould  fin  againft  him,  and  be  guilty 
of  rebellion  againft  the  King~of  kings,  who  is  able  to  fave  and  deftroy 
body  and  foul  for  ever.  And  m  this  cafe  it  is  that  Chrif):  hath  bid  us 
not  fear  him  that  can  kill  the  body,  and  can  go  no  further,  but  rather 
to  fear  him  who  can  kill  both  body  and  ibul,  and  caft  them  into  helL 

Oh !  that  the  magiftrate3  of  this  nation  were  juft,  ruling  in  the  fear  of 
God !  could  they  then  afflift  thole  that  fear  him  as  they  do,  even  fuch 
as  are  taught  by  him  to  love  and  pray  for  their  enemies  ?  Is  not  there 
work  enough  for  the  magiftrates  fword  agsunft  man^feft  wicked  men, 
but  it  muft  ftill  be  turned  againft  thofe  that  fear  the  Lord  ?  Will  ye 
provoke  the  Lord  to  the  utmoft  ?  Are  ye  ftronger  than  he  ?  Wili  ye 
put  it  to  the  proof,  whether  he  be  able  to  deliver  his  pec^Ie  or  no  ? 
Remember,  the  nations  are  but  as  the  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  as  die 
fmall  duft  of  the  balance  before  him  ?  What  then  is  the  wiidom  and 
ftrength  of  one,  two,  three,  or  four  nations,  to  bis  wildoai  and 
ftrength  ? 

This  is  written  in  our  hearts,  that  God  is  to  have  his  due,  as  well  a$  Cz- 
far  his ;  and  that  God  is  to  have  his  due  in  the  firft  place,  but  Cad'ar 
after  Ggd,  and  in  fubjc^on  to  Gpd.    But  if  dicre  \k  ao  abfolme  ne* 
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ceffity  put  upon  us  by  men  (which  they  ought  not  to  do)»  either  of 
difobeyiog  God  or  Cacfar,  we  do  really  believe  that  queftion  of  fome  of 
the  apoftleS)  in -this  cafe,  to  be  very  weighty,  and  worthy  to  be  duly 
conlidered,  Affs  iv.  19.  Whether  it  be  ri^ht  in  the  fight  of  God, 
to  hearken  unto  you  more  than  unto  God,  judge  ye  (for  we  cannot 
but  obey  the  Lord  our  God  in  what  he  hath  required  and  doth  require 
of  us).  And  truly  if  we  fliould  fodo,  great  and  dreadful  woe  would  be 
upon  our  fouls,  and  we  (hould  lofe  the  enjoyment  of  God's  prefence, 
and  the  peace  which  pafleth  all  underftanding ;  which  we  cannot  but 
value  above  our  eftates,  liberties,  or  whatever  outward  thing  we  can 
enjoy  or  pofTefs  in  this  world,  even  above  our  very  lives ;  yea,  it  were  far 
better  for  every  one  of  us  to  lofe  our  lives  in  our  faithful  teftimony  to 
the  true  worlbipof  God  in  Spirit  and  truth,  which  he  hath  taught  us,' 
and  required  us  to  praftife  and  give  our  teftimony  to,  than  to  be 
found  unfaithful  and  difobedient  to  him  herein. 


Reading  Goal,  the  12th  of  the 
7tnMondi,  1670. 
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CONCERHING  THE 


Difpenfation  of  the  GOSPEL, 


O  R    T  H  E 


Difpenfation  of  the  SON  m  Spirit, 


WHICH  IS  THE 


LAST  DISPENSATION, 


WHEREBY  THE 


Mystery  of  GOD,  the  Mystery  of  the 

Work  of  Redemption,  is  finifhed  in  the  Heart,  all 
created  anew  inwardly,  all  fubdued  that  is  contrary 
to  God,  the  Soul  brought  into,  or  tranflated  into, 
the  EverlaiHng  Kingdom,  and  the  Kingdom  at  length 
delivered  up  to  the  Father,  and  God  becomes  All 
in  All ;  where  all  Names  ceafe,  and  the  Pure  Eternal 
Being  is  known,  united  to,  and  lived  in,  after  an  un- 
utterable Manner. 
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CONCERNING   THE 

« 

Dispensation  of  the  GOSPEL,  (^c, 

m 

^'^  O  know  the  F&thcr  {^nn  ihc  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jcfus 
Chrift)  as  the  fountain  or  origtrtat  Spring  o(  light,  life^  love,  wif- 
dom,  power,  hoHnefs,  righfieoufnefs,,  and  lU  fpiricual  and  heavenly 
bleffings : 

To  know  the  Son  as  the  way  to  the  Father^,  as^  the^way  to  Kfe,  peace, 
and  bleflcdnefs  in  the  Father- j 

To  know  the  Son's  Spirit,  and  the  Father's  sUfo^  whereby  the  Father 
draws  to  the  Son,  and  the  Son  brings  to  the  Father ;  whereby  the  Son 
quickens,  begets,  renews,  fanftifies,  deftroys,  cuts  down,  burns  up  that 
whitli  Is  idfo^,*cotru^t,  add  chafiy  ;  yea,  not  only  the  fruits  of  fui,  but 
the  very  root  itfetf,  yea  the  very- earth  in  which  the  root  grows,,  and  the 
heavens  that  water  the  earth  are  confumed  and  pafs  away  inwardly,  and  a 
new  heaven  and  a  new  earth  is  inwardly  planted  and  formed,  wherein  dwells 
rightcoufncfs  ;  lb  that  the  cage  of  unclean  birds,,  the  place  where  the  dra- 
gons lay,  is  (haken  and  removed,  and  the  place  of  the  wicked  inwardly 
known  no  more ;  but  inftead  thereof  there  arc  new  heavens  and  eardi, 
even  of  the  new  creation  of  God ;  which  earth  brings  forth  tlie  increafc  of 
life,  the  fruits  of  life,  tha  feeds  and  trees  of  rightcoufncfs,  of  God's  few* 
ing,  planting,  grafting,  prumng,  and  caufing  to  grow,,  that  he  may  be 
glorified :  I  fay. 

Thus  to  know  the  Father,,  thus  to  know  ^he  Son,  thus  to  know  the  Holy 
^^rit  of  light,,  life,  love,  and  righteo«lbcfs,  £s?r.  not  *  notionally  in  die 
brain,  or  with  a  comprehenfive  knowledge  of  the  mind,  but  iivingly  indie 
heart,  in  the  light  that  (hincs  from  the  Father  and  Son,  in  the  life  that 
Iprings  from  them,  in  the  love  which  is  of  them  (for,  indeed,  it  is  low 
that  gives  the  bright,,  purely  fenfibk  and  uniting  knowledge) :  this,  is  pre- 
cious knowledge ;  and  all  knowledge  of  the  very  iame  things,  any  other- 
wife  than  as  coming  from,  apd  held  in,  this  fpringing  life,  is  of  no  com* 
parifon  with  the  excellency  (for  nature  and  virtue)  of  this  kind  of  know- 
ledge. 

Now  there  have  been  two  great  difpenfations  of  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Spirit.    The  one  figurative,  the  other  fubftandal.    The  one  called  the  law, 
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the  otker  the  gofpel.  For  under  the  law  the  Father  was  made  known* 
.the  Son  made  known,  the  Spirit  made  known  -,  but  all  in  figures  and  out- 
<Wl^(!hwgyg  6f  maniftftatioft.  God  was  torhar  people  of  the  Jews  a  f4Min- 
tain  of  living  waters;  and  when  they  forfook  him,  and  trufted  in  lying  va- 
nities, they  fortbok  the  fountain  of  their  own  mercies.  They  then  forfook 
the  fountain  of  living  waters,  digging  to  themfelves  broken  ciftcrns  that 
could  hold  no  water. 

So  the  Son  was  made  known  under  the  types  and  figures  of  the  law,  as 
the  King  of  righteoufnefs,  as  the  high-priell  of  God,  as  the  prophet  that 
God  would  raife  up,  as  the  fpiritual  rock  which  yielded  the  fpiritual  waters, 
of  which  the  foul  was  to  drink.  And  they  that  were  a-thirft  were  to  cdmc 
to  him  and  buy  wine  and  milk  of  him,  and  incline  their  ear  to  him,  that 
they  might  hear  and  live,  and  he  would  make  an  everlading  covenant  with 
them,  even  the  fure  mercies  of  David. 

So  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  was  typified  under  a  pillar  of  cloud  and  fire 
in  the  wildernefs,  did  ftrive  with  man  before  the  law,  and  was  given  to  the 
Jews  to  inftruft  them,  and  to  plough  up  their  fallow  ground,  and  circum- 
cife  them  inwardly,  and  to  walh  their  hearts  firoip  wickednefs  and  vain 
thoughts,  that  they  might  not  lodge  in  them. 

But  aU  this  was  not  properly  (in  the  Spirit  and  pQwer  of  it)  the  difpen* 
fation  of  the  law ;  but  hkl  in  a  myftery,  aiHl  running  under-ground,  as  I 
may  fo  fay.  This  was  from  another  covenant,  and  part  of  another  cove- 
nant than  the  covenant  of  the  law,  though  in  the  time  of  the  law.  For 
there  was  another  covenant  which  Mofes  declared  of,  befides  tiie  covenant 
of  the  law  made  in  Horeb,  which  was  the  word  of  life,  or  word  of  faith  in 
the  mouth  and  heart,  which  teacheth  the  fubftance  of  the  law,  and  alfo  gives 
power  to  fulfill  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law,  to  them  that  hear  and  receive 
its  voice,  in  the  faith  which  it  gives  or  begets.  And  fo  the  Father  of 
fpirits  was  known  in  the  time  of  the  law.  Chrift  the  redeemer  was  known 
to  live,  yea  to  five  in  the  heart  in  the  time  of  the  law.  The  free  Spirit, 
the  Spirit  of  love  was  received,  and  the  prefence  of  God  felt  and  enjoyed 
by  God's  Calebs,  Jolhuahs,  and  Davids  (by  men  after  God's  own  heart)  in 
the  time  of  the  law.  Mofes  had  his  mccknefs  and  tcndernefs,  and  was 
made  faithful  in  all  God's  houfe  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  this  meek  lamb- 
like Spirit. 

Now  when  the  fhadows  came  to  an  end,  Chrift  the  fubftance  was  to 
come.  The  everlafting  King,  the  everlafting  high-prieft,  the  everlafting 
prophet  was  to  appear.  The  everlafting  rock  and  holy  builder  was  to  ap- 
pear, and  raife  up  David's  tabernacle  in  Spirit,  and  miniller  in  the  true 
fan(5hiary,  by  his  Hght,  by  his  life,  by  his  power,  by  his  righteous  Spirit. 
There  is  not  another  tabernacle  to  be  built,  not  another  temple,  not  an- 
other Jcrufalem  than  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  not  another  Mcunt  Sion  to  be 
known  or  come  to,  than  the  gofpel  Mount  Sion  •,  not  another  God,  than 
God  the  judge  of  ajll  in  the  gc^l-ftate ;  not  another  word  or  law  of  lifr, 
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than  the  law  which  ^oeth  forth  put  of  Sion,  and  the  word  that  iffiieth 
fmm  this  heavenly  Jerufalem ;,  not  anpther.  water  to  walh  the  foql  wiclK« 
nor  another  bipod  to  fprinkle  the  confcience  with,  not .  another  {birit  to  co- 
lighten,  quicken,  keep  alive,  and  comfort,  than  the  Spirit  pf  light,  life^ 
and  k)ve  from  God,  which  reconciles  unto  God,  aiid  brings  into  the  gof- 
pel-righteoufnefs,  reft,  and  peace,  and  eftabliflieth  the  foul  therein. 

So  now,  feeling  the  Spirit  of  the  Son,  and  being  led  by  him  to  the  Fa* 
ther,  and  the  Famer  with  the  Son,  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  creating  me  anemv 
er^ightening  me,  quickening  me,  raifing  me  in  life,  circumcifu^  ^ny  heart 
to  love,  I  am  come  to  life,  ^d  at  reft  in  him  that  lives  in  me,  and  works 
in  me,  and  gives  me  to  live,  and  work,  and  reft  in  him.  For  there  are  the 
fabbath-day's  works,  even  works  of  love,  works  of  life,  works  of  rightc* 
oufnels  and  holinefs,  works  that  the  Lord  works  in  the  fouls  in  whom  he 
dwells  and  rctts,  and  which  they  in  the  pure  reft,  peace,  and  joy  of  life,, 
work  in  the  Lord  their  God,  who  works  all  their  works  in  them  and  for 
them. 

Now  in  this  gofpel-difpenfation,  or  in  this  diipenfation  of  the  Son  in 
Spirit,  all  other  diipenfations  are  gathered  and  wrapped  up,  and  thoroughly 
experienced  by  the  foul  that  travels  with  and  is  led  by  Chrift,  in  diis  his 
gofpel-difpenfation. 

As  flrft.  There  is  Mofes  in  Spif it  known  and  travelled  through.  Thero 
is  the  miniftration  of  the  law  in  the  Spirit  inwardly  commanding  known^ 
heard,  felt,  received,  before  the  gofpel-power  is  given  to  perform.  And* 
here  is  hard  travel  and  fore  exercifes.  Here  the  Father  is  known  command- 
ing, and  the  foul  confents  and  would  fain  obey,  but  finds  the  law  in  the 
members  rebelling  agamft.  the  law  which  the  mind  hath  a  fcnfe  of,,  and  de- 
fires  after. 

Then  afterwards  comes  the  diipenfation  of  the  prophets,  wherein  there* 
arc  prophecies  of  a  better  ftate  to  come,  openings  of  the  mercy  and  love 
which  is  to  be  manifefted  in  the  latter  days,  at  the  end  of  thefe  trials  and 
exercifes,  wherein  the  foul  hath  promifes  from  God,  that  the  righteou&eis 
{hall  be  revealed,  that  power  to  become  a  fon  fliall  be  ©ven,  and  the  ene- 
my's ftrength  broken,  and  the  bowed  down  foul  raifed  up  from  under  his- 
oppreflion,  and  the  Lord  (hall  tread  him  under  the  feet  of  the  poor  and- 
needy,  and  the  hungry  and  thirfty  fti^U  be  filled  with  righteoufiie^,  axxl  the 
meek  come  to  inherit  God*s  earth,,  and  the  beggar  come  fixun  the  dung* 
hill,  be  raifed  up  in  the  power  of  life,  to  fit  among  princes,  even  the  princes 
in  the  heavenly  glory  of  God's  everlafting  kingdom. 

After  this  fucceeds  John's  miniftry  in  Spirit,  even  the  levelling,  the  moun- 
tains, the  rdfing  up  the  vallies,  the  preparing  the  way  iov  the  King  of 
glory,  that  he  may  come  in  and  reveal  his  glory  inwardly.  For  not  in  the 
time  of  the  law  inwardly,  nor  in  the  time  of  the  prophecies  inwardly  -,  but 
after  the  (bul  is  exercifed  and  prepared  inwardly  (that  being  wafted  which 
hindered,  that  raifed  up  which  lay  low,  that  naade  ftraig)ic  which  Jay  crooked* 

that 
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thit  irtAde  jikin  that  was  rough,  and  To  the  way  is  prepared  and  fitted  fof 
the  great-  appearance  of  the  great  God  and  Saviour,  in  the  pure,  bright 
g«l{|)6l  glory.  Spirit,  and  power),  doth  the  King  come  fuddenly  into  his 
temple;  not  when  the  foundation  is  laid,  but  when  Sion  is  built  up,  doth 
God  appear  in  his  glory  therein.  Read  Ifa.  xL  3,  4,  5.  and  confider.  Af-, 
ter  John's  coming  in  a  body  of  flefh,  and  preparing  the  way  by  his  out- 
ward miniftry,  Chrift  came  in  a  body  of  flelb,  and  was  revealed  as  the  only 
begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace  and  truth,  by  the  life.  Spirit,  and 
power  that  that  body  was  filled  with.  And  after  John  comes  in  Spirit,  and 
prepares  the  way  in  any  heart,  by  the  mighty  and  eflPeftual  operarion-  of  his 
miniftry  there,  then  Chrift  comes  after  him  in  Spirit,  in  the  great  power 
and  glory  of  the  Father,  and  the  Father  is  revealed,  and  the  Son  alfo  in 
the  Spirit  of  light,  life,  love,  and  righteoufnefs,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
is  beheld  with  open  face,  in  the  glafs  of  life  and  righteoufnefs,  and  the  foul 
is  changed  into  the  fame  image,  and  partakes  of  the  heavenly  glory,  and 
is  married  or  joined  to  the  Lord,  to  become  one  fpirit  with  him,  and  hath 
fellowlhip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son  in  the  light  of  life ;  and  this  is  the 
gofpel-ftate  and  glory,  and  there  is  not  another. 

Now  take  one  fcripture  more  which  fums  up  all  difpenfations,  and  lets 
up  the  difpenfation  of  the  Son  in  Spirit  as  the  laft,  as  the  difpenfation  of 
the  laft  days.  It  is  Heb,  i.  i.  read  but  what  things  are  fpoken  of  to.be 
brought  to  pafs  in  the  laft  days  of  the  great  gofpelrglory,.  to  be  reVealed 
then  of  the  perfeft  redeeming  to  God,  and  centering  in  him,  of  being 
married  to  him,  and  becoming  one  with  him,  I3c.  and  of  the  Son's  being 
the  miniftcr  in  the  gofpel-ftate,  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  endlefs  life,. 
to  bring  it  all  forth,  and  accomplifti  it  in  the  huft)andry  and  building  of 
God.  Confider  the  place  5  at  fundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners,  God 
fpake  in  times  paft  by  Mofes,  by  the  prophets,  by  John  -,  but  now  the  laft 
days  are  come,  now  the  laft  difpenfation  is  come,  now  the  covenant  where- 
in God  himfelf  is  the  teacher,  is  come,  now  the  time  of  building  the  Sion,. 
the  Jerufalem,  wherein  God  himfelf  will  dwell  for  ever,,  is  comej  now  the 
light  of  the  city  of  God  is-come,^  which  is  an  eternal  light,  an  unchange- 
able light.  Now  the  Spirit  of  love,  which  brings  up  the  gofpel-life,  is 
come,  and  edifies  the  holy  gofpel-building,  in  the  gofpel-love  and  life.  Oh ! 
the  light,  oh !  the  life,  oh  \  the  love,  oh  \  the  righteoufnefs,  oh !  the  di- 
vine nature,  which  is  now  revealed  and  partook  of  in  the  Son !  He  is  the 
brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory  \  and  thither  he  brings  his.  What  would 
ye  have  more?  He  deftroys  antichrift  inwardly,  by  the  brightnefs  of  his 
coming  or  appearing.  Oh  !  the  delo\^tions  that  he  makes  inwardly  of  fin 
and  iniquity  in  the  hearts  of  his  !  Wt  is  the  exprefs  image  (or  engraving) 
of  his  Father's  fubftance  •,  and  he  makes  thee,  who  art  one  with  him  in  his. 
Spirit  of  life  and  love,  of  the  fame  image  with  him>  He  tranflateth  thee 
out  of  Satan's  image,  into  his  very  image.  His  light,  his  life,  his  love^, 
his  righteoufnefs,  bis  divine  nature,  doth,  not  wax  old  as  a- garment,  bue 
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endure  and  remain  die  farae  forever.  He  is  JUpha  sind  Omcig^  .Tlefe 
was  nothing  before  him,  nor  (hall  be  after  him.  1  Iicre  is  no  other  doag 
appertaining  to  life  and  godlinefs,  but  what  he  now  difpenieth  in  the  gi^ 
pel ;  no  other  kingdom  but  what  ftands  in  the  power  of  the  life  and  rig^te- 
oufnefs,  which  is  now  revealed  in  the  peace,  love^  and  joy  of  the  Spitiu 
The  gofpel-building  is  his  hovifc;  and  be  is  faithful  in  all  his  houTe,  as  a 
Son,  having  received  all  power  from  his  Father,  to  gather  fully,  to  prc- 
ferve  fully,  to  build  up  fully,  to  leaven  fuUy  with  life  and  rightcouine^ 
even  in  foul,  body,  and  fpirit,  to  lead  into  the  Holy  Land,  and  co  enabk 
to  keep  the  holy  fabbath  there,  even  to  ^eafe  from  Gn,  and  every  xhing 
that  burdens  the  life,  and  to  reft  in  God,  and  not  work  any  thing  of  our- 
felves  any  more,  but  to  feel  the  Spirit  of  life,  love,  and  power  work  in  u& 
And  his  yoke  of  life,  his  yoke  of  love,  his  yoke  of  the  power,  is  the  pure 
gofpel-liberty  comprehended  in«  The  Lord  Jefus  did  appear  in  fleih ;  but 
now  he  appears  in  Spirit,  and  is  Spirit  ^  giving  himfeif  to  be  life  and  Spirit 
in  his.  And  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty;  and  every 
thing  which  is  of  a  Belhly  nature,  which  deceiveth  and  imbondageth,  where* 
in  the  pure  liberty  is  not,  he  difcovereth,  and  keepeth  his  out  o^  that  fi) 
they  may  iland  faft  in  the  pure  liberty  of  the  iight»  life,  and  love  of  his 
Holy  Spirit,  wherewith  he  maketh  his  free. 


The  Eighteenth  of  the 
9th  Month,  1678. 


I.   P. 


SOME 


EXPERIENCES, 

Which  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  give  me,  concern- 
ing his  Way,  his  Truth,  his  Church  and  People, 
againft  whom  the  Gates  of  Hell  cannot  prevail. 

Firfty  T  T  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  manifeft  to  nie,  that  there  i*  a  light 
X  wherewith  he  (in  his  tender  mercy,  love,  and  good-will)  enlighten- 
eth  mankind.  This  light  I  have  found  my  own  foul  enlightened  with, 
even  from  my  very  childhood,  though  I  never  took  notice  of  it  to  be  what 
it  is,  till  the  L^rd  manifefted  it  to  me.    But  ever  fince  it  pka&d  the  Lard 


CO 


fD  ffiantfeft  h  to  me,  auid  to  turn  my  mind  to  it,  I  haVe  found  k  to  Ihine 
inwardly  in  my  heart,  even  as  the  autvard  light  of  the  fun  (hineth  out** 
waTdly  to  the  outward  eye. 

Secondly^  By  this  light  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  give  me  the  diftioi^tioa 
of  things  inwardly  in  my  own  heart.  The  Lord  hath  (hewn  me  by  it  evji 
and  good  *  in  my  own  heart,  and  taught  me  to  chufe  the  good>  and  refufe 
the  evil.  So  that  as  my  eye  hath  been  turned  to  this  light,  and  kept  tdt 
this  light,  I  have  known  and  walked  in  the  way  of  U^ ;  for  the  power 
which  hath  appeared  in  this  light,  hath  created  me  anew,  made  me  a 
child  of  light,  and  taqght  and  caufed  me  to  walk  in  this  light,  as  God  is  in 
the  light.  And  in  this  light  I  have  experienced  fellowfliip  with  the  Father 
who  is  light,  and  with  his  Son  who  is  light  alfo,  and  with  all  the  children  of 
light* 

Tbirdfy^  In  this  light  (being  gathered  out  of  darknefs  into  it,  and  abides 
ing  in  it)  I  have  had  remiffion  of  fins.  For  no  fin  is  laid  to  the  charge  of 
any  foul  that  abides  in  this  light,  but  only  to  fuch  as  continue  in  darknefs, 
or  GO  out  from  it  into  darknefs.  Thb  1  have  had  the  conftant  experience 
of  iTom  my  firft  diftindt  knowledge  of  God's  truth  -,  for  I  never  found,  at 
any  time,  any  condemnation,  while  I  abode  in  the  pure  light  of  God's  Holy 
Spirit,  and  blefled  witneis ;  but  if  at  any  time  I  hearkened  to  the  enerdy, 
the  prince  of  darknefs,  and  went  by  his  allurements  into  darknefs,  I  ilill 
met  with  condemnation  there. 

Fourthly^  In  this  light  I  have  received  power  to  become  a  Son  to  God,. 
Oh !  it  is  unutterable  to  relate  what  power  is  here  received  againft  the  foul's 
enemies,  and  to  do  the  will  of  God !  Indeed,  in  the  light  there  is  power ; 
yea,  full  power,  fuitable  to  every  foul's  condition.  There  needs  no  more 
power  (no  not  to  the  higheft  condition)  than  what  is  laid  up,  and  to  be  re- 
ceived in  this  light.  All  the  power  of  darknefs  is  communicated  in  the 
darknefs,  to  the  children  of  darknels  ^  and  all  the  power  of  light  is  com- 
municated in  the  light,  to  the  children  of  light.  In  the  light  there  is  an 
holy  will  and  ability  given  daily  more  and  olore^  and  the  unholy  will  and 
ability  (whkh  troubkththe  holy  feed) removed  out  of  the.  way. 

Fifthly y  In  this  light  I  know  the  true  church,  the  holy  gathering  by  the 
gofpeUfpirit  and  power  v  for  none  are  the  true  church  in  the  gofpel-days . 
but  fuch.     The  law-church  was  a  company  of  Jews  after  the  flelh,  circum- 
cifed  in  flefh,  to  keep  the  outward  law  of  commandments;  but  the  goTpel- 
church  is  a  company  of  believers  after  the  Spirit,  circumcifed  in  Spirit,  to 
keep  the  inward  law,  even  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  lite  in  Chrill  Jefus,. 
which  makes  tree  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death.     So  that  all  the  gofpel- 
church  are  children  of  the  true  woman,  growing  up  in  the  holy  liberty  from, 
the  bondage  of  fin  and  corruption,  unto  the.  royal  law.  of  bolinefs  and 
rightcoufiiefs.     So  that  being  in  the  lights  I  iee  the  children  of  light,  and. 
know  that  the  h<riy  gathering,  even  the  gofpel-church,  are  fuch,  and  that 
none  elfe  can  be  o£  the  ga(pel*churoh,  having  (out  of  the  light)  nothing 
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of  the  nature  of  the  gofpel^hurch  or  iSpirit  in  tiiem.    Yc  mayas  vefl 

rnaice  a  man  without  the  nature  of  a  man,  as  a  Chriftiaa  without  the  natuie 
of  a  Chriftian.  He  was  not  a  Jew  outward  under  the  law^  without  the  nar 
ture  of  a  Jew  outward ;  nor  is  he  a  Jew  inward  under  the  gplpel,  with- 
out the  nature  of  a  Jew  inward.  And  as  the  law-church  conhfted  of  Jews 
outward^  fo  the  gofpel-'church  confifts  of  Jews  inward ;  which  are.  children  rf 
light,  and  not  of  darknefs,  and  can  be  known  only  by  them  who  are  in  the 
true  light.  So  that  the  Lord  having  mercifully  gathered  me  into  his  goipel- 
lights  chefe  things  (in  his  gofpel-light)  have  been  clearly  ieen  by  me. 

Sixthly^  In  this  light  I  Know  the  goipel-worihip,  the  worihip  which  lies 
tiot  in  the  darknefs  of  man's  apprehenfions,  but  in  the  light  which  (hines 
.  from  God  in  the  heart.  For  the  children  of  God  arc  taught  in  the  lights 
know  God  their  Father  in  his  own  pure  light,  and  wor(hip  in  the  lights 
wherein  they  are  taught  by  him  to  know  him.  They  worihip  in  the  truth. 
They  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  light  and  truth,  out  of  darknefs,  out  of  de- 
ceit, out  of  all  kind  of  error  and  unrighteoufnefs ;  and  they  worihip  in 
truth,  and  in  the  Spirit,  into  which  they  are  led,  and  in  which  there  is  no 
deceit  nor  erior.  They  gather  together  in  the  Son's  name  (in  his  living 
name,  oh!  wait  to  underftand  that !).  And  there  the  Son  is  in  the  isidft 
of  them,  and  his  life  and  Spirit  intercedes  in  them ;  and  in  his  name 
they  oSer  up  the  righteous  facrifices,  the  holy  lacrifices  of  life,  and  the  pure 
incenfe,  in  which  the  Father  is  greatly  delighted,  and  fmells  a  fweet  nnell 
and  favour  of  i«ft. 

Seventhly y  In  this  light  I  have  experienced  the  good  confcience,  even  the 
confcience  which  anfwers  to  truth,  and  will  not  anfwer  to  unrighteoufnels. 
Indeed  in  this  light  I  have  felt  my  heart  Iprinkled  from  an  evil  confciencc 
(I  teftify  it  in  deep  humility  of  ipirit,  and  in  great  thankfulnels  towards 
the  Lord).  The  darknefs  deBles  and  ftains ;  but  in  the  pure  light  the  heart 
is  waftied,  cleanfed,  and  fandified,  from  whence  arifeth  the  anfwer  of  a 
good  confcieiice  towards  God.  And  in  this  light  the  confcience  is  ftill  kept 
good  -,  but  though  it  hath  its  habitation  in  the  light,  if  it  keep  not  its  habi- 
tation, but  go  out  from  thence  into  the  darknefs,  it  is  loon  defiled  and  cor- 
rupted again. 

Eighthly^  I  have  (and  blefs  the  Lord  I  daily  do  dill)  experienced  faith,  the 
heavenly  faith  of  the  new  birth,  the  precious  gift  of  God  to  his  own  chil- 
dren, in  this  pure  bleffed  light  of  the  Son  of  God,  which  Ihines  from  the 
heavenly  glory  into  the  hearts  of  his  redeemed  ones.  Unbelief  came  at 
iirft  from  the  darknefs,  and  lodgeth  in  the  darknefs,  iifuing  thence  into 
thofe  that  give  ^ar  to  the  dack  Ipirit ;  but  faith  fprings  from  the  holy  root 
of  life  in  the  heart.  Here  I  cannot  but  believe,  and  alfo  know  him  in 
whom  I  do  believe,  who  is  the  holy  power  of  life  and  light,  who  oppofeth 
-and  ovcrcometh  the  prince  of  darknefe,  who  hath  the  power  of  death. 
And  in  the  light  God  carries  on  the  work  of  faith  with  power;  and  unbelief, 
^hich  Hops  it,  is  not  able  to  enter  the  minds  of  thofe^  who  are  flayed  up- 
on the  Lord  in  his  pure  light.  Nintkhf^ 


Some  ExperiencgSy  &€•  673 

fflfuhfyr  In  the  light  t  taftc  and  enjoy  the  pure  peace,  which  pafleth 
IAan*3  uoaerftanding.  In  the.darkne&  ia  condemnation  and  trouble,  as 
plan's  mind  comes  to  be  awakened  -,  but  in  the  light  is  rig^eouihefs,  jufti* 
jication*  and  peace,  to  all  that  dwell  and  abide  there.  Perfedt  peace  the 
^ind  here  grows  up  into,  which  the  enemy  cannot  br^k  or  interrupt.  In** 
deed*  in  the  darknefs,  out  of  the  light,  the  peace  that  is  there  is  eaffljr 
broken  5  but  never  in  the  light  is  the  true  peace  broken. 

Ten/bfy^  In  the  light  I  have  experience  of  the  killing  or  mortifying  of 
that  which  is  contrary  to  the  light.  /  kill^  I  maki  alhi^  faiib  th4  LorJL 
Indeed  he  doth  fo  in  and  by  his  light.  Doth  not  light  expel  darknefs  in 
the  figure?  Much  more  doch  it  (6  in  the  fubftance.  Light  drives  away 
darknefs,  baniihetb  darknefs,  deftroyeth  daiknefs,  in  the  mind  that  is  truly 
enlightened  by  the  Ijord,  and  dngly  gives  up  to  his  light.  Oh !  the  deiCK 
lations  of  darknefs  (the  works  of  darknefs, .  the  power  of  darknefs)  that 
God  maJces  in  the  hearts  of  fuch  as  are  fenfible  of,  and  fubjeft  to,  the  light 
of  his  Son  fluning  there.  The  Liord  tber^  cuts  his  work  ibort  in  righteouf- 
nels,  making  an  end  of  the  kingdom  of  darknqfs,  revealing  his  own  king* 
dom  infiead  thereof,  and  gathering  and  *tran(bting  the  mind  tliereinto. 

Elevfntbfy^  In  the  light  I  have  experience  of  the  new  creation  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  even  the  palling  away  of  the  old  things,  and  the  new  things  com^ 
ing  inftead  thereof.  The  old  heart  gone,  tHe  hard  heart  gone,  and  a  new 
and  tender  one  inftead  thereof.  The  old  law  of  fin  and  death  taken  out 
of  the  wayt  and  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  li^ .  in  Chrift  Jeiiis  received  ia 
the  place  theirof.  And.  the  fear  of  the  new'  covenant  put  into  the  new 
heart  (in  which  is  the  beginning  and  perfe&ion  of  the  heavenly  wiiUom% 
and  the  Spirit  of  God  put  within,  toentighten,  enliven,  and  fill  the  mind 
with  life  and  rigfateoufoefs,  and  caufe  it  to  walk  with  God  in  die  new  and 
living  way,  and  to  know  his  ftatuces  and  judgnients,  and  do  them. 

Twelfibfy^  In  the  light  the  gofpel-love  is  known  and  fprings.  In  the 
darknefs  is  enmity  &  but  in  the  light  is  love.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  here, 
the  whole  law  is  fulfilled^  even  of  loving  the  Lord  God  with  all  the  hearty 
ibul,  mind,  and  ftrength,  and  one*s  neighbour  as  one's  ielf*  Yea,  hei« 
one  is  not  only  commanded  to  love  enemies,  but  taught  and  enaUed  fo  to 
do.  Yea,  keep  but  here  in  the  light,  no  enmity  can  fpring  up,  but  only 
love  to  the  greateft  enemies,  whom  we  have  no  coals  of  wrath,  but  only 
of  love  to  heap  upon. 

Tbir/eenibfyy  Here  I  meet  with,  and  partake  of,  a  cool,  qdeek,  patient, 
tender,  gentle,  quiet,  lowly  fpirit,  which  is  of  the  Lord,  and  of  mucb 
efteem  with  him.  This  is  the  Lamb's  nature,  who  is  light ;  and  this  alib 
is  their  nature  who  are  of  the  Lamb,  and  walk  in  the  light. of  the  Lamb. 
All  Efau^s  roughnef$,  all  IflunaeFs  diidain  and  fcofiin^,  all  Cain's  envy  and 
cruelty  towards  his  brother,  is  of  the  darknefs,  whereof  Cain,  Iflimael, 
and£^  are,  and  wherein  they  walk,  and  their  dfspring ;  but  this  is  noc 
found  in  them  who  are  light  in  the  Lord,  and  who  walk  in  the  iight,  as  ho 
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is  in  the  light.  \  And  in  patience  to  poflefe  the  Tool, -and  to' be.. tender  to- 
aKards  finners,.nieek,  quiet,  and  humble. before  tHeT/)rd,  and  of  agende 
ipirit  towards  all.  Ohf  who,  befides  the  children  of  light,  know  the  prc- 
f;k)ufnefs  of  being  thus  created  i  by  the  Lord, :  and  of  thus  walking  before 
l^im,  in  the  light  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  in  therenewings  of  the  mind  by  him, 
♦a;  the  life,  and  power,  wherdalic  anew  creiateth  and  changech,  thefe  things 
become  natural.  Fpr  in  the  light,  whatever  is  of  the  darknefs,  whatfevcr 
*>a  corrupt,  whatever  h  of  the  devirs  kingdom,,  ii  difcovered  and  removed 
jfrom  them  that,  take  up  the?,  light's  yoke ;  and  a  contrary  nature  planted  in 
A  he  mind  inftead  thereof,  which,  brings  forth  quite  other  fruits,  even  of  a 
i:gntrary  kind  to  ^vhat  the  darknefs  brought  fortli  before;  Sa  that  as  it  was 
fu^  of  Chrift,  Behold  thcLamb.of  God  •,  fo  it  may  be  faid  of  them,  befiold 
iihei  lambs  of  God,  who  are  fweet,  meek,  gentle,  lowly  in  heart  like  him; 
j^ringing  forth  fruits  like  him,, and. walking  like  fheep  among  wolves,  as  he 
^fo  walked,  .  .  -  .         . 

-.  Z4i?/)f,  (To  mentto»  no  more)  Here,  in  thelight,  I  meet  with  certainty, 
^ur&nce,.  latisfetStion ;  yea>  irifjdlibility,  I  meet  with  the  evidence  and  dc* 
monftration  of  God*s  .Spirit,  whith  is  infallible.  I  meet  with  God's  wit- 
i}tJSy  which  is  an  mfallible  witnefs.  I  meet  with  God's  Spirit,  which  is  an 
infallible  Spirit,  who  infallibly  leads  into  all  truth,  and  infidlibly  guides  in 
thp.  truth.  J  meet  with  an  infallible  Ihepherd,  who  hath  aninftllible  voice, 
^nd  gives  to  his  (beep  an  infallible  ear,  wherewith: they  infallibly  hear.  He 
opens  an  infallible,  eye,  andgive^  to  it  an  infallible  fight  6f  Gpd,  and  the 
l^eavenly  myfteries  of  his  kingdom.  The  Spu-it  breathes  infallibly,  begets 
infallibly,  leads  infallibly,  creates  a  new  heart,  a. right  fpiritj  which  hean, 
^hich  fpirit,  is  of  God's  infallible  nature,,  like  him  ;  for  that  which  is  born 
pf  the  Spirit  is  Spirit.  That  which  is  bora  of .  man's  felliblc  fpirit  and  wif- 
dom  is  fallible^  but  that  which  is  born  of  God's  Spiru:  and  heavenly  wiiHom, 
ifi  of  the  nature  of  his  Spirit  and  wifdom ;  and  hence  it  is  that  wifdom  is 
juftified  of  her  children.  The  apoftle  fpcaks  to  the  Galatians  of  having 
^egun  in  the  Spirit,  Ci.  iii.  3.  and  did  they  not  begin  in  that  which  is  in- 
fallible ?  And  it  they  went  on  in  the  Spirit,  did  they  not  go  on  in  that  which 
is  infallible  ?  .1  never  found  the  light  deceive  me,  nor  did  I  ever  find  the 
birth  of  Qod's  Spirit,  the  holy  eleft  feed,  deceived  in  rae..  And  the  new 
and  living. way,  wherein  this  birthi  walks,  is  infallible,  in  which  there  is  no 
erring  by  thofe  who  eye  the  Lord,  and  follow  his  Spirit  therein.  This  is 
fbe  way  caft  up  (the.  way  of  holineis,  life,  and  peace,  for  the  ranlbmed  and 
redeemed  of  the  Lord  to  walk  in  in  the  gi^l-days,  in  which  the  way- 
faring men,  though  fools^  (hall  not  err, '^.  xxxv.  8.  The  Lord,  who 
bath  promifed,  is  able  to  make  it  good.  The  Lord  make  ic  more  and 
more  mantfeft,  and  bring  more  and  more  people  into  it,  and  keep  them  in 
the  guidance  of  his  bleiTed  Spirit  of  truth,  .that  they  may  fee  his  light,  and 
Mralk  therein,  and  not  let  in  any  temptations  from  the  ipirit  of  darkncis, 
and  fo  follow  him,  andmi&of  the  guide  untOy  and  the  preferver  in,  die 
new  and  living  way.  ....  ..POST- 
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• 

1DO  not  fay  that  I,  as  a  man,  am  infalJible,  or  that  any  of  us  as  mei) 
are  infallible ;  but  God*s  light,  God's  grace,  God's  truth,  God's  Spirit, 
God's  wifdom  and  power,  is  infallible  \  and  fo  far  as  we  partake  of  that,  are 
gathered  into,  and  abide  in  that,  we  partake  of  that  which  is  infallible,  and 
are  gathering  into,  and  abide  in  that,  which  is  infallible.  And  oh !  let  not 
men  reft  in,  or  be  contented  with,  that  knowledge  which  is  fallible,  but 

grefs  after  unity  and  feUowftiip  with  the  Lord  in  his  infallible  Spirit ;  there 
eing  no  true  union  nor  fellowfhip  with  him  in  any  thing  that  is  fallible.  • 
Oh !  that  Proteftants,  Papifts,  Jews,  Turks,  Indians,  did  all  know  and 
own  this  light,  that  there  might  be  an  end  of  the  darknefs  and  mifcry,  where- 
with mankind  hath  been  fo  long  overwhelmed  ;  and  happinefs  both  in  par- 
ticular nations,  and  in  the  whole  world,  might  be  experienced  in  the  ftead 
thereof.  For  mens  erring  from  the  light  and  Spirit  of  God,  hath  been  the 
caufe  of  all  their  mifery ;  and  their  returning  to  the  light  and  Spirit  of  God 
(from  which  all  have  erred)  will  take  away  the  caufe  of  their  mifery,  and  in 
it  (as  they  faithfully  fubjeft  to  the  Lord  and  travel  therein)  they  fhall  find 
his  power,  love,  and  mercy  revealed,  towards  their  rcftoring  unto  happinefs* 

Tliirty-firftof'thc5tli     , 
Month,  1679. 

L  P. 


CONCERNING   THE 


TIMES  and   SEASONS,- 

Both  which  have  Been,  and  which  are  yet  to  Be. 

t 

WHEN  God  made  man  in  his  own  image^  placing  him  in  Faradife, 
and  giving  him  dominion  over  the  works  of  his  hands ;  then  was  a 
time  of  great  joy  to  Adam  and  Eve,  and  (hould  have  ftill  been  fo  to  them^ 
and  all  mankind,  had  they  continued  in  the  ftate  wherein  they  were  created. 
When  Eve,  and  by  her  means  Adam,  hearkened  to  the  voice  of  the  Ser- 
pent, difobeyed  the  Lord  their  Creator,  afpiring  after  wifdom,  and  the 
knowledge  erf"  good  and  evil,  out  of  God's  way ;  then  was  a  feafon  of  mifery 
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Adam  and  all  his  pofterity  ;  the  holy  and  heavenly  image  being  ]|>ft,  tod  t 
curfed  image  gained  in  die  ftead  thereof^  and-fo  man  chrufl  out  of  Pm- 
dife,  and  riie  bleflf^nei^  thei^f,  into  dieeartbt  whkh  \v^  curfed  fw  matfs 
fake.  So  in  this  ftate,  fin  and  the  curfe  is  man's  portion,  inftead*  of  the 
bi^ui^ls  and  bl^fiednefs,  which  his  Creator  bad  aUected  him. 

When  God  promifed  the  blefled  ieed»  andteveakd  himfelf  to  tbefi^ 
thers  in  the  faith^  begetting  fons  to  himfelf^  who  heard  his  voice^  obeyed 
and  walked  with  him ;  then  wa^  a  blel&d  time  and  feafon  oo  theiti^  though 
fin  and  death  reigned  in  the  world.  But  when  the  fons  of  God  alifo  forget 
hittiy  and  mingled  their  feed  with  the  corrupted  workii  then  the  deluge 
c^me,  fweeping  away  all  but  No&h  with  bis  family^  and  the  creatures  (aved 
in  {h^  ark. 

When  the  Lord  chofe  the  Jews  to  be  a  people  to  himfeif,  from  amidft 
aU  nations,  delivering  them  by  his  outftretched  arm  out  ci  ^gypt,  deftroy- 
ing  Pharadi  uid  bis  hoft^  and  led  them  through  the  wildemefs,  fitting  the 
•fUGCeeding  generation  fbr  the  good  land,  bringing  them  into  iifh\d&ng 
and  ^ftablUhing  them  in  it,  while  they  fc'arcd  him  and  walked  in  covenant 
wkh  him,  then  was  a  biefied  time  and  feafon  with  that  people.  But  when 
ihey  ppovok^d  God,  brought  his  judgtncnts  often,  and  at  laft  utter  ruin 
and  deflation  upon  themidres,  then  were  feafons  of  great  mifery  and  dif- 
trefe,  and  at  laft  of  utter  deilmftion  to  them. 

While  the  Gentiles  were  caft  off,  and  were  no  people,  being  of  the  cor- 
rupt feed  which  God  hath  not  chofen,  nor  had  any  dcHght  in,  and  while 
they  knew  not  the  living  God,  but  worfliiped  (locks  and  Itones,  and  fi>  were 
liable  to  the  pouring  down  of  his  wrath  and  indignation  upon  all  occafions, 
and  to  utter  ruin  and  deftruAion,  when  their  iniquities  were  full,  it  was  a 
fad  time  and  feafon  with  them,  wherein  they  were  cftranged  from  die  life  of 
God,  and  his  holy  covenant  of  promife,  and  were  without  God  in  the 
world. 

When  the  Lord  preached  the  gofpel  to  the  Gentiles,  by  his  holy  apoftles 
and  tninifUrs,  manifefting  Chrift  to  thrni,  the  hope  q£  glory,,  the  myftery 
hid  frorti  2^t%  and  gen^raciorisi  engrafcilig  thefh  into  the  bofy  vine  and  (dive- 
tree,  giving  them  to  partake  of  the  fwcetnefs  and  famefs  thereof,  even  of 
the  riches  of  his  grace  .and  goodnefs  in  his  Son,  who  is  exernal  life,  and 
givas  eternal  fife  to  all  his  \  then  was  fu(ih  a  time  and  ftafoA  of  l6ve,  grace, 
mercy,  and  peace  from  God  our  Father,  and  from  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
(both  towards  Tews  and  Gentiles)  as  had  not.  been  known  in  the  world  before. 

When  Ae  Chriftiin  church  atooftatifed,  the  love  ih  many  waxing  coU, 
men  minding  the  namfc  of  Chriftianity,  and  fwm  of  Oodlineis^  but  not 
the  life  ahd  jpower,  and  fo  the  Lord  w^s  provoked  againft  them,  to  remove 
their  cartclleftiek  but  df  its  i5lace,  and  giv«  up  the  outward  court  to  the  G^n- 
tilesj  and '  fo  the  Spirit  vi^%.  loft  or  deparfed  ffom,  the  life  loft,  the  power 

M,  the'   —' '  '  "    ^      ^         • 

vefitioiis 
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everiaftin^  gofpel  Hid  from  mens  eyes,  and  dat^nefs  and  mens  in- 
fet  up  inftead  thereof,  in  natk>t^,  tongues,  and  pecfplt,  and  the 
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mtMfles  to  any  Appearances  of  God's  living  truth  and  My  power  perfeculed ; 
then  was  a  fad  time,  then  was  a  fcafon  of  death  and  darknefs  reigning  over 
all  nations,  kindreds,  tongues,  and  people,  and  the  cup  of  fornication 
drunk  by  them  all,  and  all  generally  bewitched  by  it,  excepc  thofe  whofe 
names  were  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life.  This  was  the  greatefl:  ti.me 
of  darknefs  (wherein  the  myftery  of  iniquity  moil  deeply  wrought  in  the 
deepeft  ways  of  deceit)  that  ever  was  in  the  world* 

When  the  church  comes  again  out  of  the  wildernefs,  when  the  Spirit 
and  power  of  God  builds  up  again  the  goipeUchurch  in  its  primitive  gbry, 
when  the  everlafting  go^l  is  preached  again  to  all  nations,  kindreds,  tongues, 
and  languages,  in  the  authority  and  power  of  God,  when  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  is  poured  out  plentifully  on  his  fons  and  daughters,  and  they  pro-* 
phefy,  walk,  and  live  in  it,  when  God  dwelb  and  walks  in  his  people,  and 
his  true  light  ihines  in  them,  diipelling  the  darknefs  thoroughly,  and  filling 
them  with  the  glory  and  majefty  of  the  Lord,  and  they  afcend  up,  out  of 
the  woiK's  fpirit  and  nature,  into  his  ipirit  and  nature,  even  in  the  fight  of 
their  enemies,  and  the  full  wrath  of  the  Lamb  be  poured  out  on  Babylon, 
and  the  full  glory  revealed  in  Sion  \  then  fiiaU  there  be  fiich  a  day  of  bright?- 
nefs  and  pure  heavenly  glory,  as  (hall  dazzle  the  eyes  of  all  behokiers. 

But  the  pafling  away  of  this  night,  and  the  bringing  forth  of  this  day, 
will  be  very  terrible  and  dreadful,  both  in  particulars  and  in  nations.  The 
kingdoms  of  this  world  mud  indeed  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord, 
and  of  his  Chrift  -,  but  it  will  require  great  power  to  bring  it  about.  The 
wrath  and  ftrength  of  the  ipirit  of  darknefs  will  be  working  agiainft  the 
L(Kd  and  his  power  to  the  utmolt ;  and  the  more  it  works  againft  the  Lord 
and  his  power,  the  more  will  the  Lord's  power,  and  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb, 
be  revealed  againft  that  fpirit,  and  againfi:  all  its  devices  and  undertakings 
againil  the  counfel  and  power  of  the  Lord.  Oh  1  bleiied  are  they  that  are 
ot  the  Lamb's  nature  and  Spirit,  of  his  righteoufiieis  and  meeknefs ;  for 
the  wrath  of  the  Lamb  will  not  be  kindled  againft  them,  but  he  will  be  ft 
.ftiunitkm  of  nocks  unto  them^  and  their  inward  life^fiiall  bt  prefistved,  ^nd 
they  fliidl  enjoy  peaoe  with  the  Lotd  in  the  midft  of  all  that  iheiX  ^HHwar^)/ 
befall  them« 

Meiborow  In.  Kmt,  Twenty- 
Second  ot  the  6th  Monu, 

1679. .  : 

The  everlafting  go^  hath  been  preached  in  this  nation  (and  aBb  othet 

nations),  juft  after  that  very  manner  as  it  was  foretold  it  IhotQd,  Rev.  xiv. 

1 6.  Sa^if^  with  a  ioud  voice j  Fear  Ctnty  dndgive  glory  h  him  \  Jer  the  hour  xff 

his  judgment  is  come  •,  and^  worjhlp  him  ibat  made  hea^Mt^  and  Urib^  and  the 

fea^  and  fountains  of  waters.  -  .    :         . 

Now  they  that  have  heard  this  bfefled  found  of  di*  everlrfTfng  %oVp^ 

and  have  learned  to  fear  God  with  this,  fear  ^ich  the.  gofpel  dills  for 

(which 
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(which  IS  the  fear  of  the  new  covenant,  which  is  not  taught  by  the  ptecepft 
of  men,  but  which  God  puts  into  the  heart  in  the  new  covenant),  and  to 
give  glory  to  him,  bowing  to  him,  and  learning  righteouiheis  of  him, 
in  the  hour  of  his  judgment  upon  their  fouls,  and  have  worfhiped  him, 
and  him  only,  in  his  Spirit  and  truth,  which  is  the  goipel-worfhip^  or  the 
worfhip  of  God  according  to  the  everlafting  gofpel ;  thefe  are  accounted 
with  God  knowers  and  obeycrs'  of  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
Thefc  arc  a  peculiar  people  to  God,  whom  he  hath  taken  an  efpecial  care 
of,  and  whom  he  will  hide  under  the  (hadow  of  his  wings,  and  in  the  feact 
of  his  pavilion,  while  his  wrath  is  poured  out  upon  peoples  and  nations. 

But  others  that  have  not  been  gathered  under  the  (hadow  of  God's  wings, 
by  the  preaching  of  the  everlafting  golpelj  who  have  not  known  or  obeyed 
the  found  thereof-,  when  the  ftorm  comes,  when  the  wrath  of  God  is  re- 
vealed againft  all  ungodlinefs  and  unrighteoufnefs  of  men  (whereof  this  na- 
tion is  full,  and  hath  had  feveral  tokens  of  God's  great  diljpleafijre  for  a 
long  time),  they  will  not  find  a  ftielter,  though  they  flie  to  the  rocks  and 
mountains  to  hide  and  cover  them  from  the  wrath  w  the  Lamb,  but  will 
lie  open  to  the  ftroke  of  the  overflowing  fcourge,  which  ufeth  to  ovcr6ow 
nations,  after  fuch  a  deluge  of  fin  as  hath  long  overflowed  this  nationw 
Oh !  that  men  could  hear  the  voice  of  the  rod,  and  hina  who  hath  appoint- 
ed it,  and  feek  an  hiding  place,  and  enter  into  the  chamber  of  reft  and 
quietnefs  with  the  Lord,  yntil  the  indignation  be  overpaft. 

Now  unto  any  whofe  hearts  are  touched  with  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  fenfe  of  his  righteous  judgments  and  wradi  due  to  this  nation  (which 
doubtlefs  have  come  in  part  already,  and  are  coming  fafter  and  fader,  and 
entering  into  the  very  heart  and  bowels  of  it),  and  who  would  eicape  the 
ftroke  of  God's  dreadful  hand,  and  find  inward  reft  and  peace  with  him 
in  the  day  of  outward  trouble  and  fore  diftrefs  ; 

To  fuch,  a  few  words  of  advice^  very  early  this  mornings  lay  upai  my 
heart. 

Firft^  Seek  the  Lord  (Oh !  do  not  feek  the  world,  but  feek  the  Lord, 
who  redeems  out  of  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  where  the  wrath  comes,  and 
upon  which  it  is  to  feize)  !  And  fetk  rigbteoufnefs^  feek  tneeknefs ;  it  nu^  hy 
yejball  be  bid  in  the  day  of  the  Lord^s  anger ^  Zeph.  ii.  3. 

Secondly^  Wait  upon  God,  that  ye  may  learn  of  him  to  keep  y<fur  beart 

%vitb  all  diligencey  for  out  of  it  are  tbe  iffues  of  life.    If  ever  ye  know  the 

ifiues  of  life,  ye  muft  know  them  there ;  and  if  ye  know  the  iffues  of  life 

there,  and  they  fweetly  iflue  up,  and  flow  into  your  fouls,  they  will  rcfrclh 

and  delight  you  in  the  midft  of  all  the  fore  affliftions,  troubles,  and  di^ 

•  treffes,  which  can  befall  you  outwardly.     Read  Pfa.  xlvi.  and  confider : 

.  Thirdly y  Mind  who  knocks  at  the  door  of  your  hearts,  whether  it  be  the 

deftroyer  or  Saviour  of  the  foul ;  for  both  thefe  knock  often  at  the  door,  bui 

men  arc  not  aware  thereof.     And  wait  to  receive  power  from  God  to  be 

feithfuir  door-keepers,  that  ye  may  keep  the  door  of  your  he^uts  fliut  againft 

the 
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the  enemy,  when  be  knocks  with  any  temptation,  and  may  open  them  to 
the  Lord,  when  he  -knocks  with  any  mot|on  eppuresfttrrinj^  of.  life. 

Fourtblyi  Wait  tA  kn^w,  -ftikl  e)f^erieliCe  tnily,  tfnd  affar  more  and  more, 
the  Chriftian  Spirit  and  date,  the  ftate  of  a  fervant  to  the  Father,  and  his 
5on  Chrift,  the  ftato;<>f- ak  foldiervriheiftatpof  a-  piigritti  and  holy  ttayrilrqi 
to  be  doing  the  Lord's^  work  (the  fconi'a  wiH,  atftf.  iKtf -your  own),  to-^be 
fighting  the  Lord'i  battles,  tagainftuhis  add  the  fQul^^oemies,  and  to  be 
travelling  farther  and  farther  oqt  of- thev.fpirit„a\ij[)iJ,*:1iiid  natyr^  ofdiis 
world  (wherein  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  (lands)  into  God's  Spirit,  where 
Fhe'kltigdo/n  of  thddcqrSotife  known  and  entered  into,  by  thole  that  deny 
their  own  wifdom,  and  become  as  little  children. 

Many  have  the  form  of  godlinefs,  who  are  not  accepted  of  the  Lord ; 
but  fuch  only  as  know  God*s  power,  and  are  led  by  his  Spirit,  fuch  are  in- 
deed in  Chrift  Jefus ;  for  the  holy  power  grafts  the  foul,  mind,  and  fpirit  of 
a  man,  Jinto  the  holy  ftock  and  root  of  life.  And  fuch  know  the  new  crea- 
tion in  Chrift,  and  the  works  of  the  new  creation,  which  they  perform  and 
walk  in  (being  God*s  workman/hip^  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works). 
And  here  the  old  things  pafs  away  (which  can  pafs  away  by  no  other  mcans^ 
but  by  the  revealing  of  the  arm  and  power  or  God  inwardly  in  the  heart, 
and  by  its  efFcdtual  operation  there),  and  fo  all  things  become  new.  Now, 
where  all  things  become  new,  where  the  heart  is  new,  the  mind  and  fpirit 
new,  the  defires  new,  the  Joys  and  delights  new,  the  life  and  converfation 
new,  and  the  foul  walks  before  the  Lord,  not  after  the  flefti,  but  after  the 
Spirit,  even  in  the  newnefs  thereof  j  what  is  there  for  the  wrath  of  God  to 
fcize  upon  ? 

Though  the  Lord  be  a  confuming  fire,  yet  it  is  to  his  enemies,  to  fin,  to 
unrighteoufnefs,  to  the  chaffy,  earthly  mind  and  nature ;  he  is  not  fo  to  his 
children^  to  the  wheats  .to  .the  holyii^d»  to  them  that  are  new  creatQ$i  and 
cleanfed  by  him,  to  them  that  fear  him,  love  him,  walk  with  him,  keep 
his  commandments,  obey  the  gofpel  of  his  Son,  denying  all  for  him,  and 
following  the  Shepherd  and  leader  of  their  fouls,  out  of  all  untruth  and  un- 
righteoulhefs,  into  all  truth  and  righteoufnefs.  Surely,  thefe  Ihall  not  only 
be  able  to  abide,  but  dwell  with  the  devouring  fire,  and  everlafling  burn* 
ings ;  and  that  fliall  be  their  lafety  and  Ihelter,  when  the  fiames  thereof  break 
forth  to  confume  and  burn  up  the  chalF  every-where^ 

Twenty-fifth  of  tbe  6th 
Month,  1679. 
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f*T^HE  gofpel  rdigion  is  very  preciouSi  bdiig  tmrardlf  felt  and  ex« 
I     perienced  in  the  life  and  power  of  ft ;  bot  a  bare  piofeffion  of  i£»  out 
Dfthe  life  and  power  of  godlineft^  is  of  no  value  in  the  fight  of  God,  nor 
is  it  of  any  profit  or  advantage  to  die  ibul. 
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fkges  of  Scripture,  Phil,  iii.  3.  Heb. 
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